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L’chaim — to life
BY Marvin
Botnick
Be happy, be healthy, long life
And if our good fortune never comes
Here’s to whatever comes
Drink, l’chaim, to life
The above lyrics from the score of “To
Life” from Fiddler on the Roof captures the
psyche of the Jewish people. It is a motivator
that has been a contributor to our ability to
survive unbelievable oppression, degradation,
and subjugation.
We view life as a gift with which to make
the world a better place. We have not been
created to be masters of others, nor do we see
the purpose of the existence of mankind to
forcefully impose one culture on others.
This is and has not been true of others.
Unlike the population of many lands which,
when conquered, assume the essence of the
conquering power and surrender their identity
and character, the Jews did not do this. But our
ancestors paid an enormous price to remain
true to their beliefs. Our history is replete with
hundreds of examples of death, poverty, and
dislocation to remain true to our covenant.
So it is difficult for us to understand others
who believe that they have and represent the
“Truth.” It was this concept that fostered their
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conviction that there was one true religion,
which was the one of the majority being
governed. Part of the creed of those in power,
therefore, was the responsibility to impose this
“Truth” — by force if necessary — to save the
souls of the population.
Probably the best, but not the only,
example known to us today is what is referred
to as the Spanish Inquisition, started in 1478.
Antithetical to the motto of the state of New
Hampshire, “Live Free or Die,” the theme
of this could have been, “Convert or Die.”
This misdirected attempt to make a practical
application of the biblical phrase “the truth will
set you free” had a torturous, deadly result on
many humans, which certainly could not have
been the intent of the passage.
Justification for persecution has not always
hidden behind the mask of religious purification.
As with Hitler, invective distortions were

purposely espoused to serve as justification of
social problems.
Sadly, a cataloguing of the events in which
the Jews were persecuted would cover many
pages. But none of this vitriol was intended to
celebrate life.
After all of this time, nothing has changed.
Here we are, for the first time in more than 2,000
years, a Jewish state exists, yet on its doorstep
are those who rejoice in death, not only for the
citizens of Israel but also for their own flesh and
blood. It is strange that people with what they
feel is a just and, in many cases, divine duty
opt to resort to death as a vehicle to attempt
to impose their mores for life. In an article by
Bernard Lewis, he comments that, “For some
religions, just as ‘civilization’ means us, and the
rest are barbarians, so ‘religion’ means ours, and
the rest are infidels.”
The culture of the societies of Israel’s
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neighbors has evolved from different civilization
and norms than those of the Israelis. How does
a nation primarily inhabited by people whose
byword is l’chaim, to life, reach reconcilement
with a radical segment of antagonists who
celebrate, praise, and financially reward people
who blow themselves up so as to inflict death,
pain, and suffering on non-combatants?
In an article in the June 4, 2010, issue
of The Jewish News of Northern California,
Rabbi Larry Raphael writes about thoughts
and passages from books written by Rachel
Naomi Remen, M.D., Clinical Professor of
Family and Community Medicine at UCSF
School of Medicine. In one of her books she
recalled that her grandfather told her, “No
matter what difficulty life brings, no matter how
hard or painful or unfair life is, life is holy and
worthy of celebration. Even the wine is sweet
to remind us that life itself is a blessing.” His
article continues with these words from Dr.
Remen. “As I’ve grown older, it seems less and
less about celebrating life, and more about the
wisdom of choosing life.”
“I have set before you life and death,
blessing and curse. And you shall choose life,
so that you and your children may live.” —
Deuteronomy 30:19
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HAPPENING
BY Reg
Regenstein
PHI EP REUNION DINNER. Our pal Paul
Ehrlich invited us to dinner the other night
with our esteemed Phi Epsilon Pi (now
ZBT) frat brothers from the universities of
Georgia and Pennsylvania — Jerry Gordon,
Chuck Marcus, Richard Alterman, Tommie
May, and Sidney Rodbell.
We checked our calendar and were
embarrassed to see that we had no plans...
for the rest of our lives — so we accepted
and had some delicious Thai food at Annie’s
Thai Castle, on Roswell Road.
Needless to say, we all got into our
schools and fraternity when standards were
much lower.
We are happy to report exclusively that
Tommy May has moved back to Atlanta
after living in Florida for a quarter century
— he was gone but not forgotten — while
we have stayed here, forgotten but not gone.
It was so enjoyable to be with a bunch
of really nice Old Atlantans we grew up
with, and we hope to have many more such
get-togethers, since most of us seem to have
pretty good genes. Jerry’s mom, Edith, is
101; Richard’s mom, Sarah, is 102; Sidney’s
Aunt Bertha is 103; and my mom, Helen, is
100.
It was a great evening, better than
the last one, when Jerry Gordon created a
scene when he kept asking the waitress for
“a quickie.” We finally figured out he was
trying to order a quiche.

Tasting,” a fabulous food and fun event, has
raised money for the Zimmerman-Horowitz
Independent Living Program (Z-H ILP).
This valuable program of Jewish Family &
Career Services (JF&CS) has improved the
lives of countless people with intellectual
and developmental disabilities, as well as
their families, helping them “work, live, and
thrive in their communities.”
This year’s Tasting was its usual huge
success, drawing some 700 people and
raising more than $200,000 for this great
organization. Some two dozen of Atlanta’s
finest restaurants and alcoholic-beverage
distributors kept the crowd happy and
satisfied with delicious sushi, Mexican
delights, desserts, and other delectable
dishes. Renowned chef Jamie Adams of Il
Giallo Osteria & Bar was there, personally
preparing some of the dishes that have made
him famous — brisket with cauliflower
puree and chow-chow.
Davio’s wild mushroom gnocchi with
truffle oil was also a great hit, as was Italian
eatery Cibo e Beve’s matzoh ball soup.
Event founder Pearlann Horowitz
was resplendent, as always, in a striking
sea-green chiffon dress, with her daughter
Michelle and family. She seemed to be
everywhere, schmoozing with guests,
promoting the program, and making
everyone feel welcome and comfortable as
only she can do, and always does.
No one anywhere was eating better
than the guests that evening, thanks to the

Michelle and Pearlann
(photo: Nicole Hoffman)

Reg Regenstein (from front left
clockwise), Tommy May, Jerry
Gordon, Paul Ehrlich, Richard
Alterman, Sidney Rodbell, and Chuck
Marcus
THE TASTING. For two decades, “The

participating restaurants: Alma Cocina,
Aria, Baroque Culinary Services, Batter
Cookie Dough Counter, Biltong, C&S
Seafood and Oyster Bar, Casi Cielo, Davio’s
Northern Italian Steakhouse, Cibo e Beve,
Fox Brothers BBQ, Grana, High Roller
Sushi, Il Giallo Osteria & Bar, Kaiser’s
Chophouse, La Grotta Ristorante Italiano,
Local Three Kitchen and Bar, Nowaks,
Porch Light Latin Kitchen, Serpas True
Food, Shake Shack, South City Kitchen,
Tabla, Whiskey Bird, and The White Bull.
If you missed the event, there’s always
next year, and it’s not too late to make a
donation. For more information, call 770677-9300, or visit JFCSatl.org.
D-DAY VET AND LIBERATOR HILBERT
MARGOL. The June 6 D-Day celebrations
brought forth a plethora of stories about our
courageous WWII vets, including 95-yearold Hilbert Margol, who, along with his
late twin brother, Howard, took part in the
liberation of the Dachau concentration camp
near Munich.
Several military units claim that
distinction, but it was their U.S. Army 42nd
Infantry “Rainbow” Division that was the
first to enter the camp and free the 32,000 or
so emaciated, starving prisoners. The GI’s
were outraged by what they saw, and some
(but in our opinion not enough) of the brutal
guards ended up being executed.
In his Atlanta Journal-Constitution
story featuring Hilbert and Howard,
columnist Bill Torpy bemoaned the scarcity
now of living WWII soldiers. One of the
best and last of the Greatest Generation,
Hilbert remains active, speaking to groups
about the war and the Holocaust, serving as
the head of communications for the World
War II Roundtable, and being a hero and
role model for all of us.
He plans to visit Germany next year
for the 75th anniversary of the war’s end
and is optimistic he’ll still be around to
make the trip. “I have most of my mother’s
genes,” he told Torpy. “She lived to 102.”
And when Hilbert recently got his driver’s
license updated, the examiner renewed it
until 2026. “I hope he knows something,”
says Hilbert.

Horowitz

Il Giallo chef Jamie Adams, Bonnie
Wolloff, and co-owner Leonardo
Moura

Hilbert (left) and Howard Margol
AN UPDATE ON OLD ATLANTA. Some

Page 3

of our more mature readers will fondly
remember our beautiful cousins Betty and
Sally Elsas (now surnamed Manell and
Weintraub, and now living in Sarasota),
who are still gorgeous and youthful and
look pretty much the way they did (maybe
better) back when we carpooled to and from
Druid Hills High and Elementary schools,
way back in the mid-1950s.
Twice a year, they get together with
their dear friend Elice Dittler Haverty,
whom they have known “since birth,” Elice
tells us exclusively, in Atlanta and Sarasota.
She told us all about their growing up in
Druid Hills, taking the streetcar with Joan
Selig down Ponce de Leon Avenue to The
Standard Club.
We were right around the corner, on
Springdale Road, but they never called
— we were too young, we guess, still in
elementary school.
Anyway, on their most recent gettogether here, the three happening gals
had some great meals at some of our finest
restaurants, including Canoe and Blue
Ridge Grill, and their presence certainly
added to the beauty, elegance, and glamour
of Buckhead.
Seeing them reminded us of their friend
and schoolmate, Pulitzer Prize-winning
playwright Alfred Uhry (Driving Miss
Daisy), who also got a ride home with our
carpool occasionally. I mentioned this to
him when we met at a talk he was giving
here shortly after the huge success of the
movie. We distinctly recall his telling Sally
he had written “the lyrics” for the school
musical, but we had no idea what that word
meant.
We later saw him on television — it
was C-SPAN2’s “BookTV,” as we recall —
and he was asked how his success and fame
had changed his life. “Well,” he replied,
“now people I don’t know come up to me
and claim to have been in my high school
carpool.”
We really didn’t mind, since we know
we have always been boring and forgettable.
Growing up, our parents had to tie a hotdog
around our neck to get the dog to play with
us. Not even our imaginary friend would
talk to us.
Whatever…Old Atlanta must have
been a really great place to grow up, and we
are glad some of its beloved and legendary
figures are still around and looking great.
LYNN GARSON’S GREAT NEW BOOK.
Lynn Garson’s latest book is now out, and
it is a must-read, especially, she says, for
older, Southern, single women who need to
navigate some complex rules on dating and
situations for which to be on the lookout.
In her hilarious memoir, Sex and the
Single Grandma, Lynn candidly discusses
what she calls “the raw truth about her own
state of affairs — the good, the bad, and the
ridiculous.” As she puts it, “This book is the
story of several actual experiences, written
because sometimes you just have to laugh. It
is also the story of a Southern woman born
in the 1950s who drank the Kool-Aid and
still believes in love, romance, and happilyever-after.”
See HAPPENING, page 4
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Happening
From page 3
Lynn candidly offers up the life lessons
learned through her dating disasters — and
how she had the strength to recover from
them and move on with her life. Her book,
she says, will help you “be inspired to keep
laughing, and keep looking for your own
Mr. Right. You just have to be resilient,
persistent, true to yourself (and keep your
best girlfriends on speed-dial).”
“Ladies,” says Lynn, “We’re all in
this together.” And even though you may
be “smart, funny, and sexy — as an older
woman dating you may feel invisible, or
seem to attract the worst types of men:
needy, clueless, or downright creepy.”
Lynn’s widely discussed first book
S o u t h e r n
Vapors
(2012)
is a memoir
recounting
her
not-alwaysp l e a s a n t
experiences
growing up in
Atlanta in a very
prominent
and
respected family
(who were good
friends
with
Lynn Garson
mine), and how
she
navigated
through and around various issues, with
many ups and downs, on her sometimes
precarious journey through life.
Lynn is an author, practicing healthcare
attorney with a prominent national law
firm, and mental health advocate. She has a
degree in art history from Tulane University
and a law degree from Emory University
School of Law (class of 1981). She has
lived in Atlanta, New York, Paris, Hong
Kong, and Virginia.
RUTHANNA SCHOFIELD’S EXTRAORDINARY GRANDKIDS. We can
hardly walk in Goldberg’s on Roswell
Road without running into someone with an
interesting story for our column.
The latest is proud grandmom and
financial genius Ruthanna Schofield,
whom we met at the cash register, with a
couple of her grandkids, and she has told us
exclusively all about her amazing family.
She says she was able to help out with
her grandkids’ college education by wise
investing — but the kids’ brains and athletic
ability didn’t hurt either.
“When they were babies, I would every
month buy stocks like Walt Disney and
Coca-Cola for each of them for their future.
I didn’t invest in toys that break within a
week, but in stocks that increase in value
with time and could be used someday for
college expenses and for their futures.”
Partly as a result of Ruthanna’s
diligence, her grandkids are thriving.
Kelly Ann Aycock recently graduated cum
laude from the University of Bridgeport,
in Connecticut, where she received a
scholarship for her prowess as a gymnast.

As captain of the university’s gymnastics
team, she competed against such teams as
Yale, Brown University, and The Air Force
Academy. She led her team at the Eastern
College Athletic Conference, receiving
the First Team All-American Award and
winning its 11th consecutive championship.
Kelly herself won the Coaches Choice
Award and is looking forward to returning
to Bridgeport in the fall to pursue a master’s
degree.
Matthew G. Aycock just graduated
from University of Georgia’s Terry College
of Business, earning a baseball scholarship
and also graduating cum laude.
Mitchell Schofield Aycock is headed to
Georgia Southern University, where he is
enrolled in the School of Engineering and
will no doubt be graduating with honors as
well.
Proud Grandma Ruthanna tells us, “We
recently had a dinner to count our blessings.
These kids will each have set a record in
their family as first-generation college
graduates, and they are each special in their
own right.”
We are recommending to the Investment
Committee here at The Jewish Georgian that
it ditch its current financial advisers and hire
Ruthanna to pick our future investments.
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TRIP TO LA. For Brookhaven beauty
Bonnie Wolloff’s summer vacation, it was
off to California to her grandson Max’s
high school graduation, a trip full of “tears,
cheers, and memories,” as she puts it.
But that was just the beginning for the
striking redheaded grandma. Little did she
know what her kids Marc and Michelle, and
grandkids Max and his sister Brooke, had in
store for her. Not just the LA hotspots, but
also Catalina Island by boat, then on to Las
Vegas (just because), where she ignored our
advice to take in Red Foxx’s comedy show
and Wayne Newton’s nightclub act. She
did stay at the legendary Caesar’s Palace,
started decades ago by the late Atlantan Jay
Sarno.
In LA, she missed Goldberg’s deli
so much she took a lunch at the famous
Langer’s, reputed to be the best deli in the
West, especially renowned for its huge
pastrami sandwiches. But she couldn’t find
any grits on the menu, so she ended up
ordering potato pancakes and borscht with
sour cream, all of which were delicious, but
the schmoozing was nothing compared to
Goldberg’s.
Bonnie says, “The most important
lesson anyone can learn is that life goes so
quickly — try to enjoy everything.”

Bonnie Wolloff, flanked by Marc and
Michelle Wolloff

Bonnie Wolloff with grandson Max

Buckhead Coalition taps new members for 2019

Mitchell helped make sandwiches
and feed the soldiers on their way to
Maxwell AFB at the Atlanta Airport
USO Facility.

David Dial

The invitation–only nonprofit civic association Buckhead
Coalition has welcomed nine new members to fill vacancies for this
calendar year. Although the national attrition average for nonprofit
organizations reportedly is 20%, the Coalition had only four of 100
members (4%) not renew, with four others retiring to its affiliate
category.
With participation limited to the top executives of major
businesses, the new members are Site Centers Corporation Vice
President Lauren Ball, BIP Chief Executive Officer Mark Buffington,
Weinberg Wheeler Hudgins Gunn & Dial Managing Partner David
Dial, Angel Oak Companies Managing Partner/Co-CEO Mike
Fierman, Gilbane Building Company Vice President Jeff George,
Windham Brannon President and CEO Heidi LaMarca, Reicon Capital
Managing Director Forrest McClain, Kaiser Permanente Georgia
President Jim Simpson, and Global Payments Chief Executive Officer
Jeffrey Sloan. Julie Bailey, as president of the Buckhead Business
Association, is an ex officio member for 2019.
The founding president of the Buckhead Coalition is former
Atlanta Mayor Sam Massell; the current chairman, serving until
January 2021, is Cadence Bancorporation Vice Chairman Joe Evans.
The community service organization is celebrating its 13th anniversary.

Jim Simpson

Matthew, Kelly Ann, Ruthanna, and
Mitchell celebrating Kelly Ann’s
graduation
BONNIE

WOLLOFF’S

WHIRLWIND

Jeffrey Sloan

Sam Massell (photo: Byron Small, Atlanta Business
Chronicle)
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Extracted exposes an old injustice
BY Carolyn
Gold
Extracted, Dr. Perry Brickman’s
perfectly titled book (subtitled Unmasking
Rampant Antisemitism in America’s Higher
Education), reveals the true story of why
so many Jewish students flunked out of
Emory’s
dental school
between
1948
and
1 9 6 1 .
The
book
reads
like
a
mystery
in
three
parts:
Dr.
Brickman’s
own story, a
Who’s Who
of Atlanta’s
Perry Brickman
J e w i s h
leaders in those days, and anti-Semitism in
higher education in that era.
The story of Emory’s apology is known,
but what this book reveals is what happened
to the dental students who failed or were
made to repeat a year or two of their training.
The humiliation, the disappointment, the
shame has never been documented before.
Perry Brickman was one of those students
who was doing well and suddenly received
a report that he had failed. As a resident of
Chattanooga,
he received an
offer to attend
the University
of
Tennessee
Dental School
and
graduated
fourth in his
class.
After
a
successful
career as an
oral surgeon in
Atlanta,
he
found
himself
involved
in
extracting what
had caused the
disappointment
of so many
of his Emory
classmates.
It happened
in 2006, when
he
and
his
wife,
Shirley,
attended
an
exhibit at Emory
celebrating
the
Jewish
Studies program, established by I.T. and
Sylvia Cohen, in memory of their son and
daughter-in-law, Jay and Leslie, who died in

a hotel fire in Jacksonville. Eric Goldstein
had curated the exhibit “30 Years of Jewish
Studies at Emory,” which included a bar
graph showing that 65% of Jewish students
in the dental school were failed over a 10year period. When Brickman saw those
statistics, he was changed from a retired
dentist to an investigative reporter.
What followed was Brickman’s
search for student records, interviews,
and meetings with Emory administrators.
He had help from many Atlantans. Some
mentioned in the book are Head of the
Southeastern Division of ADL Art Levin,
Miles Alexander, Bill Schwartz, Morris
Abram, Irving Greenberg, Charlotte
Wilen, Betty Ann Jacobson, Rabbi Jacob
Rothschild, Rabbi Harry Epstein, Edward
Kahn, William Breman, Dale Schwartz, the
Goldsteins (Irving, Marvin, and Ron), and
more.
Perry Brickman traveled all over
Florida and Georgia looking for old
classmates to get their stories on tape or
have them write them. From these he made a
documentary. The answer to the sad mystery
of what caused the Jewish boys’ failures and
repeated years was the anti-Semitic dean of
the Emory Dental School, Dr. John Buhler,
hired in 1948. He felt his mission was to
lessen the numbers of Jewish dentists in the
profession. Those students at Emory who
received failures were not given reasons,
other than a few who were told, “Jews don’t
have the hands for it.”
When Brickman found some of his
old buddies about 50 years later, he learned
that after being kicked out of dental school
they had gone various ways. Some had
gone to medical
school;
some
had gone into
orthodontics;
some
had
abandoned
dentistry
for
c o m p u t e r
science.
Dean
Buhler had told
one boy that he
was the worst
in a class of
72. Eight years
later, at Temple
University
School
of
Dentistry
that
student won the
award for having
the
highest
average in his
class of 131.
     In 1961, Dr.
Buhler resigned.
On October 10,
2012, 60 years
after the Buhler
years, classmates
of the dental
school’s terror years returned to Emory
with their families (some of whom had
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Perry and Shirley Brickman
never heard of their husbands’ or fathers’
embarrassment). President James Wagner
said, “I am sorry; we are sorry.” He then
presented Perry Brickman with the Maker
of History Award.

In closing, Perry writes, “We extend our
appreciation to Emory University for their
public acknowledgment of the indignities
we were forced to experience during the
Buhler era and for their unprecedented
apology.”

Page 6
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Breman Museum News

NEW WEINBERG CENTER DIRECTOR.
Rabbi Joseph W. Prass is the new director
of the Lillian and A.J. Weinberg Center for
Holocaust Education. Rabbi Prass served as
interim director from April 2017 until his
appointment as director.
The Weinberg Center for Holocaust
Education at The Breman Museum is the
preeminent Holocaust education center in
Georgia, impacting more than 21,000 people
each year through a range of educational
programs. Its extensive docent program and
Holocaust-survivor speakers actively engage
museum visitors.
The Breman uses a signature teaching
approach that emphasizes a balanced
perspective and invokes personal connections
to history. In the last year alone, The Breman
ensured that more than 14,000 children had
the opportunity to hear a Holocaust survivor
in person, through field trips to The Breman
Museum’s permanent Holocaust exhibition,
outreach efforts, and innovative educational
programs. Scholarships are provided for
students from Title 1 schools.
Additionally, The Breman hosts
the Summer Institute for Teaching the
Holocaust, which empowers educators to
effectively teach this complex subject matter
to contemporary audiences and produces
educational resources that are used across the
Southeast, including documentary films that
tell the stories of local Holocaust survivors.
Signature Breman programs include:
the state’s only ongoing public Holocaustsurvivor lecture series; classes designed for
Jewish families to explore the Holocaust’s
impact on their own families’ histories; film
screenings; and art therapy workshops that
bring Holocaust survivors together with
homeless youth to explore trauma recovery.
The Breman’s Holocaust education
team prides itself on its ability to partner
with cultural institutions both locally
and internationally to bring meaningful,
educational experiences to its community.
Board Chair Lori Shapiro, speaking on
behalf of the board of directors, states, “As a
result of Rabbi Joe Prass’s accomplishments
as acting director of the Weinberg Center,
we have determined that his exceptional
qualifications make him the best choice for
this position. The board wishes him mazel
tov.”
“We are fortunate to have someone of
Rabbi Joe Prass’s caliber and experience step
up to lead the Weinberg Center,” said Leslie
Gordon, executive director of The Breman
Museum. “We are at a critical moment in
history when we can envision a time when
there will not be Holocaust survivors capable
of giving first-hand testimony to future
generations. His leadership will help us
navigate the challenges and implement our
strategy to continue the important work of
educating Georgia students about the lessons
of the Holocaust.”
Rabbi Prass has been teaching about
Judaism and the Holocaust for more than
20 years in schools, colleges, synagogues,
and summer camps. Prior to joining The

Breman Museum, Rabbi Prass served as a
congregational rabbi in Houston, Wisconsin,
and Atlanta. In addition to his work with
The Breman, he currently serves as the parttime rabbi at Congregation Ner Tamid in
Marietta. Passionate about blending formal
and informal education, Rabbi Prass seeks
to inspire the next generation to create a
deep connection to underlying ideas of the
Holocaust and Judaism.
Rabbi Prass said, “I am honored and
excited to lead The Weinberg Center. I
believe our work matters and see it every day
in the eyes of the students we impact. As the
director, I will seek to teach the history and
lessons of the Holocaust, while ensuring that
a new generation is connected to the personal
stories of our local survivors.”
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the technological innovations of his
time enabled his rise to stardom,”
says Leslie Gordon, executive
director of The Breman Museum.
In addition to the exploration
of his early life, sections include:
• Setting the Stage, which
describes the struggles of Houdini’s
early life and the difficulties faced
by his father. Artifacts include a
Hebrew bible that belonged to
Rabbi Weiss.
• The Self Liberator, which
features a spectacular display of
reproduction posters, photos, and
press clippings, as well as original
apparatuses that he used in his
performances.
• On the Cutting Edge, which
investigates his exploration of new
technologies and features clips
from his film career and a chance
to listen to a rare recording of his
voice.
• Houdini’s
Third
Act:
Exposing Frauds, showcases his
crusade against deceptive spiritual
mediums.
• The Final Bow/Curtain Call,
which sets the record straight on the events
“America’s
5
Sensation!”
Experience
3
“Magical

Mondays” with
magician Tommy
Johns

Rabbi Joseph W. Prass
“INESCAPABLE” EXTENDED DUE TO
POPULAR DEMAND AT THE BREMAN.
“Inescapable: The Life and Legacy of Harry
Houdini,” an original exhibition about the
world’s most famous magician, has been
extended through August 18, at The William
Breman Jewish Heritage Museum. Featuring
artifacts, photos, and archival records, many
on loan from public and private collections,
“Inescapable” showcases the incredible
story of how Hungarian Jewish immigrant
Ehrich Weiss transformed himself into an
international superstar.
Beginning with his birth in Budapest,
Hungary, in 1874, through his upbringing as
a rabbi’s son in Appleton, Wisconsin, visitors
travel through a series of themed sections
revealing how Houdini’s identity influenced
his career. Sections range from a focus on his
early years as a young immigrant working
odd jobs to his transformation to a full-time
magician. The exhibit goes beyond his public
persona and explores his personal life, from
his family to his dedication to community
service.
“Inescapable,” curated by Baltimorebased magician and performer David
London, deals not only with Weiss/Houdini’s
extraordinary career on the stage but also
takes visitors behind the curtain to look at
the influences that shaped his life. “It gives
visitors a deeper understanding of how the
Houdini story fits into the saga of Jewish
immigration in the late 19th century, and how

Let the magic
6
of Houdini
inspire you

that led to his death and explores
the séances through which his wife
Bess tried to contact him.
Throughout the exhibition,
visitors can try out some of
Houdini’s magic tricks, including
the world’s smallest version
of Houdini’s biggest illusion
— making a five-ton elephant
“vanish.”
During
the
exhibition’s
run, The Breman is offering
supplementary
programming,
including several speakers and
family events. This includes “Magic
Mondays,” a weekly series for kids
featuring magic activities, stories,
and projects and “Harry Houdini:
Pulling Back the Veil in Search
of Cecelia,” a lecture by Rolando
Santos, on July 28.
For more information, visit
TheBreman.org, or call 678-2223700. The event and programming
schedule is subject to change; check
the website for updates.
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Jerusalem

is my city

BY David
Geffen
From the beginning, I was blessed
with the unique dual identity of spiritually
being a citizen of Jerusalem and secularly
being a citizen of Atlanta.
With the end of World War II and the
public recognition of the heinous atrocities
perpetrated by the Nazi government, the
plight of the remnant of the European Jews
was brought into focus on the world stage
with a resulting emphasis on the creation
of a Jewish state. In keeping with this tenor,
many synagogues in the U.S. incorporated
into their creative confirmation programs
a song of yesteryear by Avigdor Meiri:
“Meal Pisgat Har HaTzofim, shalom lach
yerushalayim,” the translation of which
tells us “from the tip of Mount Zion — we
wish shalom for Jerusalem.”
This became a standard throughout
synagogues of all denominations, but
mostly it helped young men and women
get a multifaceted view of Jerusalem
looking out from Har Tzofim (Mount
Scopus). At that time, American-Jewish
youth only knew this city through black
and white photos and a few films. Now
I realize that those who introduced that
song more than half a century ago wanted
Jewish teenagers to internalize what
the city of Jerusalem represented and
could mean for them. In actuality, the

educational object was to implant a vision
so some would want to visit Jerusalem and
ultimately live here. Sad it is that only a
small number of the American-Jewish youth
of that era made aliya, but those who did
truly made their mark in our beloved city. I
think wistfully of that era as my wife and I
celebrate Jerusalem Day for the 38th time.
On this Yom Yerushalayim (Jerusalem
Day), a national holiday in Israel that falls
on the 28th day of Iyar, commemorating
the 1967 reunification of Jerusalem under
Israeli sovereignty, let us draw from the
past, commit ourselves to new initiatives,
and see how we choose to perceive not only
Yerushalayim hayom (Jerusalem today) but
also a Yerushalayim shel Macha (Jerusalem
tomorrow).
Since transportation is a regularly
discussed topic, we draw upon the writers of
the past for their ideas. They hoped Jerusalem
would enter the electric trolley era. Turn back
the clock 108 years to the April 22, 1911,
issue of The Atlanta Georgian, and an article,
“Down David Street by Trolley,” written by a
Middle East correspondent William Ellis.
“Now the reform government in
Jerusalem proposes to install four or five
lines of electric trolley cars, all of them
centering at Jaffa Gate. They will connect
the neighboring villages so that one may
go to Bethlehem for a nickle and in less
than half an hour. One line will invade the
old bazaars, widening the street of David,
carrying passengers past the Mosque of
Omar, which is the site of the ancient Temple
of the Jews; can you imagine the worshipers
of the Temple disturbed by the clang of the
bell of the electric car?
“These electric lines will vastly enhance
the comfort of the city, but will play with

its historical aspects. Can sentiment survive
the conductor’s call: all out for the Holy
Sepulchre! This way for the Jews’ Wailing
Place! Next stop the Temple area, the
Damascus Gate, and Via Dolorosa!”
The long wait, which Jerusalemites
experienced while focusing on the “drama”
of a light railway becoming operational,
stresses to all of us that this type of
transportation system cannot commence
overnight. So pause for a moment and
consider the Jerusalem transit system in a
symbolic fashion.
In 1872 a visitor in the city could pen
these lines: “A person can walk entirely
around Jerusalem in less than an hour.”
That is far from the case now so let us get
on the “trolley” taking us throughout our
metropolis.
Flowers are one of the striking features of
Jerusalem. From the entrance to the city with
Baruchim HaBaim florally to the picturesque
Yerushalayim planted across from the Liberty
Bell Park, there is an attempt to help us truly
enjoy this city with flowers abounding. Why
start with flowers, you may ask?
Today, we recognize that there are
issues which could “railroad” this city into
bitter times replacing the spiritual inspiration
for those of all faiths who have chosen to
live here; overwhelming the commercial
and industrial strides made and creating a
disharmony with which all its citizens will
find it difficult to live.
If we want to use the train vocabulary,
we turn to the engineer who controls how fast
the train will go. Are the passengers getting
on in one part of the city and those getting
off in another part of the city receiving
fair treatment? A city is a living organism
constantly revitalized by its leaders, its

citizens and its taxes.
What we citizens want from our city is
paraphrased in JFK’s famous words: What
does our city want from us? Is cleanliness
visible — do we put garbage in the bins or
do we spread it all over the ground? Do we
participate in the multitude of programs the
city has for us or do we just say let someone
else go? Do we encourage people to move
to Jerusalem? Do we go to public meetings
about planned development for the city? Do
we join municipal boards or task forces so
we can let our voices be heard? Do we try
to make a difference for Jerusalem or do we
just say let ploni almoni take care of that?
Back on our imaginary train after
a thinking person’s pit stop. We ride
confidently, feeling good that Jerusalem is
a city with so many “happenings.” Once the
signboards around town carried placards for
just a few events. Now Jerusalem rivals Tel
Aviv in the number of exhibitions, concerts,
lectures, children’s fairs, sports leagues,
exciting courses, and guided tours to learn
about the inner secrets of the city. These
events just do not happen. There has to be
buildings, concert halls, museums, outdoor
venues, and much more; indeed, they have
to be funded as fully as possible.
In 1911 when the Young Turks forced
Jews out of Jerusalem and out of the country,
they did diminish the Jewish population
for a few years. When David Raziel, the
noted Zionist leader, left with his parents,
he swore he would return. “I have a golden
key,” he emphasized, “which opens all the
gates and doors of Jerusalem. I plan to be
back in this city and unlock what has been
sealed tight so we can live in our city and in
our land.”
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A letter to my uncle
BY Marvin
Botnick

A birthday is very special. It is a time
when we stop to remember a particular
birth and celebrate what that occurrence has
added to our lives. While the birth itself is
a thing of marvel, the character and being
of what develops from that birth can be
equally majestic.
July is the birth month of Feter
Shmuel, and I cannot let it pass without
acknowledging it. You see, he adopted my
parents, and, because of this, I am now
a natural family member. In my parents’
home, he was held in awe and recognized
with thanksgiving. As with many others, he
gave them his protection, and he afforded
them an opportunity to live in honor and
raise their families without the fear of
persecution, degradation, or deprivation.
When my parents died, I saved their
adoption papers, which meant so much to
them and now to me. I have shown these
to my children, and I know that they will
revere them as I have. This year, as in the
past, I will proudly display Feter Shmuel’s
colors when I place the United States flag
outside of my house on July 4, Uncle

Sam’s 243rd birthday. The following is my
birthday greeting.
----Dear Uncle,
Thank you for opening your house to
my parents when they were seeking both
shelter from the persecution of the czar and
opportunity. Through wars, bigotry, conflict,
and economic hard times, you remained
steadfast in your ideals of freedom and
equality. There were times when some of
your children tried to subvert your purpose,
but you never wavered.
Sometimes, I forget how lucky I am
to be part of your family, but this is always

short-lived. The news from around the world
is a constant reminder of the good fortune
we have to be citizens of this wonderful
country. You have afforded my family the
chance to get an education, earn a good
living, travel with impunity, worship in
freedom, participate in governing, and speak
openly and freely. But you also have made
it clear that results from these opportunities
depend on our willingness to maximize
these benefits by our own work and efforts.
There are those from within and from
the outside who object to what this great
country has produced. We are not without
our problems and shortcomings; however,
these generally are a result of actions
of individuals. You have provided the

environment and tools for a respect for
human rights, and you have bravely and
courageously spoken out for justice and
freedom. You have suffered the slings and
arrows of others who react in jealousy for
what you represent, but who take every
opportunity to come to your shores.
On the world stage, you are still a
youngster. Even so, you have matured
quickly and have sought to share your
bounties with those in need. There were
times when your rule of law was sorely
tried, but you persevered. May you continue
to do so.
I know these are trying times for you,
but I know that the majority of your citizens
appreciate and applaud your courage. It
is easy to seek approval and worry later
about what is right. You have tried not to
do this, and we are all the better off for it.
It is important that this concept always be
brightly emblazoned when we consider
alternatives, and we must make sure that we
support you in these actions.
And so, as we celebrate your birthday,
may you continue to pursue justice for all.
May the concept of hatred, avarice, and a
desire for unfair advantages never supplant
the rule of law and your humane character.
From my parents, Happy Birthday,
Feter Shmuel. From me, Happy Birthday,
Uncle Sam. I am proud to be a member of
your family, and I will try to uphold the
concepts that have made you unique and so
wonderful.

Fond memories of days now gone with the wind
BY Balfoura
“Bo” Levine
Some days ago, I read in the Atlanta
Journal-Constitution that the Marietta Gone
with the Wind Museum would be celebrating
the 80th anniversary of the iconic film Gone
with the Wind (GWTW), with a three-day event
costing $250 per ticket. There were photos of
the actual premiere of that fabulous movie,
taken December 15, 1939, at Atlanta’s Loew’s
Grand Theatre, on Peachtree. Two photos
stood out to me — one that included Vivian
Leigh, Clark Gable, Margaret Mitchell, David
O. Selznick, and Olivia de Havilland, and
another of the Loew’s Grand itself with the
recreated Tara façade over its entrance.
Believe it or not, at that same time in
faraway Shanghai, China, where I was born
and raised, we also had a GWTW premiere at

our luxuriously beautiful Grand Theater. I was
14 at the time, and my friends and I went to
see what the three-hour movie (including an
intermission) was all about.
Brought up in the British-style Public
School for Girls — and taught only British
history and geography — we knew nothing
of American history. And although we had
heard of places like New York, San Francisco,
and Hollywood, we knew nothing about the
South, let alone Georgia, the Civil War, or
even Atlanta. GWTW taught me a lot about the
South.
Back in 1939, little did I even dream that
in 1947, after World War II, I would come to
the USA as a foreign-student transfer from
St. John’s University, in Shanghai, to the
University of Georgia (go Dawgs), with a
“veddy” English accent, then go on to live in
Atlanta.
GWTW is my all-time favorite movie. I
still have my yellowed-with-age copy of the
book written by Margaret Mitchell, which I
treasure immensely. Years ago, I would recite
most of the first page — I was so enthralled

Vivian Leigh, Clark Gable, Margaret
Mitchell, David O. Selznick, and Olivia
de Havilland (photos courtesy of the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution)
by those words. Now that I live on Peachtree
Street, mentioned in the book and movie, I
feel a special connection with “Miss Scarlett”
and Tara. Even Rhett Butler’s famous words,
“Frankly my dear, I don’t give a damn,” evoke
a chuckle when I hear them.
I have purposely lost my “limey” accent
and now think of myself as a Southerner by

Loew’s Grand with the Tara façade
over its entrance
choice, conversant in “y’all-speak.” I feel
blessed to be living here in Georgia, where I
was married, raised my family, and put roots
down firmly into the red-clay soil.
Hope y’all had a wonderful July 4th
celebration and enjoy the summer. Be well.
God Bless America.

We Stand With Israel
s e c u r i t y

•

p e a c e

•

s o l i d a r i t y
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Don’t Turn UP
THE VOLUME,

Let Us Stream It In!
Stream Audio to Your Hearing aid From :
TV • Phones • Car Radio • Speakers • other Bluetooth Devices
CLAIRMONT/N. DRUID HILLS
1991 N. Williamsburg Dr., Ste. A100,
Decatur, GA 30033

404-948-5652

Hassle Free Parking
Saturday Hours By Appointment
We Accept Insurance

DUNWOODY/SANDY SPRINGS
1713 Mt. Vernon Rd., Suite 4,
Dunwoody, GA 30338

770-637-1574

www.hearatlanta.com • Like Us On Facebook
BRCA TESTING

THINK IT’S NOT FOR YOU? THINK AGAIN.
JScreen is launching The PEACH BRCA Study. The purpose of this study is to evaluate the outcome and success of a new
BRCA education and screening program for men and women with Ashkenazi Jewish background in the metro-Atlanta area.

GET BRCA TESTING FOR FREE
Participation benefits include:

Your time commitment:

• Learning your risk for certain cancers, including breast and ovarian
• Receiving information that will help inform your medical management
and reproductive planning
• Gathering important health information that can be shared with
family members

Over the course of 2-3 months, participants will be asked to complete two
short surveys, provide a saliva sample for genetic testing, and review their
results with a program genetic counselor via phone or secure video

In order to participate you must:
Have at least one Ashkenazi
(Eastern European) Jewish
grandparent

Reside in the metro-Atlanta area
(open to both men & women)

Be at least 25 years old

Have not had previous BRCA testing

Have no significant personal or family history of
BRCA-related cancers, as determined by the study
team

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.JSCREEN.ORG/BRCA
JScreen at Emory University
Department of Human Genetics
5115 New Peachtree Road, Suite 301
Atlanta, GA 30341

Esther Rose, LCGC
404-778-2080
esther.rose@emory.edu
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# I Agent Coldwell Banker' Atlanta Companywide

#4 Individual Agent Atlanta Realtor's Association

Parents will receive
daily reports and each
infant will have an
individualized daily
schedule and
his/her own crib.

The right coverage
makes the difference

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

We
3:1 r
highly
lovin
expe
tea

Please contact Annetta Kornblum or Sarah Shinsky at 404-8
robinblass@blassprop.com

www.robinblass.com

COLDWeLI.
BANl(eRm
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Pointe North
INSURANCE GROUP

The Robin Blass Team
5591 Chamblee Dunwoody Road
Bldg 1300 Ste 100 Dunwoody, GA 30338

Personal Insurance | Executive Benefits | Business Insurance | Employee Benefits

Call Rick Swerdlin CIC, ARM, Sr. Vice President
888.297.6317 | 678.336.7370 | PointeNorthIns.com
1100 Circle 75 Parkway | Suite 140 | Atlanta, GA 30339

THE JEWISH GEORGIAN

July-August 2019

Be Amazed.
By and Beyond the Education.

97%

student retention rate,
which surpasses national
average (90%) for
independent schools.

ONE

individualized
learning experience
for every child.

Davis Academy
students reside in
different
metro
Atlanta
zip codes.

31

6:1
Student
to Faculty
Ratio
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Community
Respect
Spirit
Wisdom
Righteousness

Guided by
core
values
that
define
who we are
and who we
aspire to be.
We live by
our values
every day.
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TAP into Davis
FREE TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE.
For more information, contact Lisa Mirsky,
Director of Admissions at 678-527-3300 or
lmirsky@davisacademy.org.

8105 Roberts Drive
Atlanta, GA 30350
770-671-0085
davisacademy.org

Home care
where the heart is
11 Dunwoody Park
Suite 140
Dunwoody, Ga. 30338

770-551-9533

Call us for a
FREE consultation
with a registered
nurse

Personal Care Companion Care Skilled Nursing

MSN, CNP - Owner and Nurse Practitioner

completecareatlanta.com
Serving Metro Atlanta Since 2006
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MJCCA News
HARRY MAZIAR CLASSIC. The Marcus
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta
(MJCCA) recently held its annual golf
tournament, the MJCCA BB&T Harry
Maziar Classic (HMC), at the Atlanta
Country Club, in Marietta. The tournament,
which included 140 golfers, raised more
than $450,000 through contributions and a
silent auction, to support MJCCA programs
and scholarship funds. The 2019 golf
tournament was chaired by David Kusiel
and co-chaired by Doug Kuniansky.
“This event is the MJCCA’s largest
annual fundraiser,” explained Kusiel. “This
year’s annual golf tournament brings the
total raised to $3 million over the past 11
years, something that we are extremely
proud of.”
“We are grateful to the golf tournament
participants, whose donations through this
event support the mission of the MJCCA,
helping ensure that scholarships are
available to families in our community,”
said MJCCA CEO Jared Powers
Each year, the MJCCA’s golf
tournament honors an outstanding member
of the MJCCA whose leadership and

dedication have helped shape Atlanta’s
Jewish community. This year, the MJCCA is
proud to honor Steven Cadranel, owner and
president of Arris Realty Partners. Steven
is a MJCCA past-president, active board
member, and recipient of the MJCCA’s
prestigious Erwin Zaban Bridge Builder
Award. He is currently on the Jewish
Federation of Greater Atlanta board and has
served on the Jewish Community Center
Association of North America’s National
board. Steven is also a member of the
International Council of Shopping Centers,
a life member of the Atlanta Chamber
of Commerce, and a director of TWO
Capital Partners, an apartment development
company.
“We were so pleased to honor Steven
at this year’s Harry Maziar Classic for his
outstanding dedication to the community,”
said Kusiel. “A board member and past
president of the MJCCA, Steven’s vision
and guidance have helped enable the
MJCCA to impact the lives of so many in
our vibrant Jewish community.”
The 2019 title sponsor was BB&T.
Presenting sponsors were The Ron & Lisa

Steven Cadranel (from left), David
Kusiel, Harry Maziar, and Doug
Kuniansky (Photos: Eagleshotz)

2019 Winning Team: Evan Toporek
(from left), Barry Danz, Chris
Beaudin, and Marty Kogon

Brill Family Charitable Trust; Janet and
Steven Cadranel; The Douglas J. Hertz
Family Foundation, Inc; Debbie and Doug
Kuniansky; The Marcus Foundation; PGA
TOUR Superstore; and The Van de Grift
Family.
The host committee included Joanne
Birnbrey, Ron Brill, Michael Coles, Seth
Einstein, Steve Ginsburg, Seth Greenberg,
Howard Halpern, Howie Hyman, Scott
Jordan, Rick Lenner, Mark Lichtenstein,
Harry Maziar, Todd Maziar, Hal Philipson,
Josh Rosenberg, Jan Saperstein, Mark
Schwartz, Maury Shapiro, Alan Shor, and
Garrett Van de Grift.
The MJCCA BB&T Harry Maziar

Classic tournament winners are: Putting
contest — Bruce Morris; Longest drive
(male) — Keats Baldwin; Longest drive
(female) — London Andes; and Hole-inone winner — Rick Bennett.
Winning teams are: 1st place — Barry
Danz, Evan Toporek, Chris Beaudin, and
Marty Kogon; 2nd place — Michael Coles,
Rick Bennett, Rick Suid, and Benji Halpern;
3rd place — Paul Freeman, Adam Freeman,
Jay Dermer, and Scott Alterman; and 4th
place — Bryan Taylor, Harry Maziar, Todd
Maziar, and Neal Maziar.
For more information, visit atlantajcc.
org/golf, or contact Erika Barnes at 678812-4144 or erika.barnes@atlantajcc.org.

Two Atlantans join IDF Lone Soldiers for
a day of fun at Israeli water park
FIDF IMPACT! Scholarship recipient
Mendy Brotzsky and his scholarship donor,
Matt Shulman, enjoyed a special meeting
at the FIDF Lone Soldiers “Fun Day” at
Shefayim Water Park. Both are from the
Atlanta area.

FIDF IMPACT! Scholarship recipient
Mendy Brotzsky with scholarship
donor Matt Shulman
(Photo courtesy of FIDF)

Some 5,000 Lone Soldiers — Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) soldiers with no
immediate family in Israel — gathered at
Shefayim Water Park, Israel’s largest water
park, just outside of Tel Aviv, for a day of
rest and recuperation, on June 27. The day
was hosted by Friends of the Israel Defense
Forces (FIDF), in partnership with the
IDF and Yachad Le’maan Ha’chayal (the
association for the Wellbeing of Israel’s
Soldiers and The LIBI Fund).
There are some 6,116 Lone Soldiers
from 80 countries serving in the IDF
today—about 810 from the United States,
546 from Ukraine, 459 from Russia, and
412 from France—and 34% are women.
Some 55% of Lone Soldiers serve in combat
or combat-support roles. The FIDF’s Lone
Soldiers Program supports them financially,
socially, and emotionally during and after
their challenging military service. FIDF also
sponsors flights for Lone Soldiers to visit
their families and friends in their countries
of origin.
The FIDF “Fun Day” at the Shefayim
Water Park benefitted Lone Soldiers from
all IDF units. In addition to the park’s many
attractions, the day featured a pool party with
leading Israeli DJ Eran Barnea, game and
fitness areas, and an all-day smorgasbord of
barbecue and desserts. The Lone Soldiers
also received essential information about
life and opportunities after their military

IDF Lone Soldiers enjoy the FIDF “Fun Day” at the Israeli water park.
(Photo: Click Photography)
service, including the FIDF IMPACT!
Scholarship Program, which grants college
scholarships to Israeli combat veterans of
modest means.
In addition to the Lone Soldiers, IDF
unit
commanders,
non-commissioned

officers, high-ranking military officials,
and FIDF supporters also attended the
festivities, to meet and personally thank
these brave men and women in uniform for
serving despite numerous challenges.
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The Temple’s Weinberg Early Learning
Center unveils new infant center

As parents start thinking about backto-school season for their pre-elementary
aged children, questions, concerns,
and often anxieties prevail. Parents are
sometimes overwhelmed, trying to identify
the best preschool program to fit their
needs.
When researching preschools, four
main topics are of the utmost importance:
location, experience, environment, and
curriculum. How far is the school from
work or home? Does the school have a
good reputation, with experienced staff
and teachers? Is the environment safe and
nurturing? Last, what will your children
learn during their day?
The Weinberg Early Learning Center
(WELC) at The Temple is one of the
premier Jewish preschools serving families
living and working around Midtown
Atlanta. For the past 15 years, WELC’s
experienced and highly qualified staff have
guided, nurtured, and educated more than
1,500 children. The school is licensed by
Bright from the Start.
This year, WELC has added an infant
room that can accommodate up to nine
three- to 15-month-old children and a
STEM classroom for four- and five-year
olds. The expansion comes as part of an
overall renovation. WELC’s enhancements
include a fresh color scheme with a warmer
and lighter feel, new toys, and academic
centers in the classrooms.
“I am most excited about our
renovation,” said WELC’s new Director
Sarah Shinsky. “We’re creating a rich
and joyful learning environment that will
stimulate minds by being fun and creative.”
Shinsky became WELC’s director
this year, after spending a decade teaching
WELC children and three years running
the summer-camp program. When asked
about her new role, Shinsky said she is
passionate about supporting the staff and
setting up teachers for success. She is also
planning new events to bring families and
community together.
WELC preschool teachers are among
the best in Atlanta. With a very low
teacher-to-student ratio, WELC teachers
are able to give lots of individual attention
to students. All lead teachers have a
bachelor’s degree or more than seven years
teaching experience and boast a 95% return
rate. The administration also invests in its
teachers by making sure each one is trained
annually with a minimum of 10 hours of
professional development.
“The immediate sense of community
and love is obvious from the start,” said
WELC parent Denise Lippert. “Everyone
from the teachers and staff to even the
administration staff are working together to
enrich the lives of our kids. Every person at
the school knows the names of each child.”
With three children, Lippert says she’s
experienced nearly every teacher at the

New Infant Room at WELC (photos
courtesy of Weinberg Early Learning
Center)

WELC provides a rich and joyous
learning environment
preschool. “The teachers are all different
and incredible,” she said. “Each teacher
brings his or her own style and each
teacher meets the individual needs of the
students.”
In addition to its nurturing and
enthusiastic teaching staff, WELC
is also known for its curriculum and
programming. Parents interested in
providing their children a well-rounded
education steeped in Jewish values will be
heartened by WELC’s mission of providing
“a rich and joyous learning environment
for young children that will stimulate their
minds, nurture their souls, and embrace the
wonder and beauty of Jewish heritage.”
Focused on play-based learning,
WELC’s curriculum blends secular and

Judaic studies to provide a balanced
educational environment for its students,
while incorporating a mix of preschool
learning styles and education methods,
including Reggio and Montessori.
Secular areas of focus include math,
literacy, science, and the arts. The Jewish
curriculum provides a solid foundation in
Jewish life, language, and ritual, preparing
students for future Jewish learning.
“For us, it was important to have a
Jewish foundation, but not as the sole focus,”
said Lippert. “We wanted a curriculum
centered on academics and learning, where
our children would attain the skills for
reading and writing. My daughter was
beyond ready for kindergarten. She felt she
had the skills and we felt she had the skills

she needed,” Lippert added.
WELC’s preschool programs are
flexible, allowing parents to choose which
days and times they want their children to
attend. The Half Day Program operates
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., August through May.
The Extended Day Program operates from
7:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. and is year-round,
including winter and spring holidays.
Families can choose from two-day, threeday, and five-day programs.
Intown parents needing preschool for
their three-month to four-year-old children
should look no further than the Weinberg
Early Learning Center. To schedule a
tour, contact Director Sarah Shinsky, at
sshinsky@the-temple.org, or call 404-8728668.

THE JEWISH GEORGIAN

Page 14

Hadassah News
BRCA EDUCATIONAL EVENT. Hadassah
Greater Atlanta is partnering with Emory’s
JScreen program, and Winship Cancer
Institute to present an educational program
on BRCA, Tuesday, September 17, at
Congregation Or Hadash, 7460 Trowbridge
Road, Sandy Springs 30328.
The event begins with snacks at 6:30
p.m., followed by the educational program
at 7:00 p.m. Speakers include Stacy Davis,
BRCA cancer survivor; Rochelle Schube,
BRCA cancer survivor; Dr. Jane Meisel,
assistant professor of hematology and
medical oncology; and Karen Grinzaid,
JScreen executive director and assistant
professor of human genetics.
This event is free of charge, but
reservations are requested. Visit bit.
ly/31cc9bx to register. For more information
or questions, call 678-443-2961.
Did you know that Ashkenazi (Eastern
European) Jews are at 10 times greater risk
to have a mutation in the BRCA1 or BRCA2
gene, regardless of their personal or family
history of cancer? A BRCA mutation puts
a person at greater risk for certain cancers,
including breast, ovarian, pancreatic, and
prostate. Anyone with a mutation also has
a 50% chance of passing it down to each of
his/her children. Learn more about BRCA,
who is at risk, and why you should get
tested.
JScreen is launching The Peach BRCA
study, which includes free testing. Visit
JScreen.org/BRCA for more information on
JScreen and The Peach BRCA study, and to
see if you’re eligible to participate.
Visit bit.ly/2zlSmu3 to learn more
about what Hadassah Medical Organization
(HMO) is doing for BRCA and breast cancer
research.
ALMOST CHOPPED RETURNS FOR
SECOND YEAR. Hadassah Greater
Atlanta’s “Almost Chopped,” a fundraiser
for the awareness, research, and treatment
of ALS, Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, and
multiple sclerosis at the Hadassah Medical
Organization, entertains audiences as teams
compete to create dishes from a basket of
mystery ingredients. Team members raise
additional funds by appealing to families,
friends, and associates. This year’s event is
scheduled for September 22, 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Each team consists of a Chef-testant and

Last year’s winning team, Samantha
Lives Next Door (Rebecca Carey,
Samantha Ellis, and Eliana Leader),
will defend its title this year.

a sous-chef (both non-professional, devoted
home cooks), plus a helper provided by
Hadassah. The teams will compete in two
30-minute rounds of cooking to create an
appetizer and a main dish that will wow
the celebrity judges. Teams will be judged
on creativity, plating, taste, and use of
ingredients.
For more information and tickets, visit
hadassah.org/Atlanta or contact Barbara
Lang, bphlang@gmail.com, or Marni
Hoffman, mrh869@msn.com.
CATH LAB OPENS. For the first time in
Jerusalem’s northern neighborhoods, an
advanced hospital cardiac catheterization
unit will serve the local population,
eliminating the need for a resident to cross
the city after suffering a heart attack.
The futuristic Cath Lab was
inaugurated at Hadassah Mount Scopus on
Wednesday, May 29. It features the world’s
most advanced technological systems and
will be operated by specialists in cardiac
catheterization. Special emphasis will
be placed on populations known to be at
high risk, including women in traditional
families.
In attendance at the dedication were
representatives from Women’s Zionist
Organization of America (HWZOA),
Hadassah Medical Organization (HMO), the
U.S. Embassy to Israel, and United States
Agency for International Development
(USAID), as well as Dr. Rachel Schonberger,
a resident of Atlanta and a National HMO
chair who travels to Israel regularly to learn
about cutting-edge research at HMO and
to see how the hospitals are changing to
meet the needs of the growing population
of Israel. She is the third generation of a
four-generation physician family (secondgeneration female physician), a secondgeneration Hadassah Atlanta past group
president, a first-generation region president,
and a member of the Hadassah National
Assembly. She was on the faculty of Emory
Medical School and worked in the Grady
Neighborhood Health Centers for 29 years.
“HWZOA was founded on principles of
‘Practical Zionism,’” said Dr. Schonberger.
“The Mount Scopus Catheterization Suite
is the practical expression of the American
value of promoting access to lifesaving
health care for all people. Hadassah thanks
USAID/ASHA for their work as agents of
the United States Government. The Linda

Hadassah Hospital Mount Scopus
Cath Lab

Joy Pollin Cardiovascular Wellness Center
for Women’s outreach programs in the
neighborhood focus on health and how to
identify a heart attack. The Cath Lab Suite
is the next link in the chain of healthcare for
these underserved populations.”
For more information, visit hadassah.
org.

Rabbi Aryeh Lightstone, advisor
to the U.S. Ambassador to Israel
(from left); Professor Zeev Rotstein,
director general, HMO; Professor
Tamar Elram, director, Hadassah
Hospital Mount Scopus; Karla
Fossand, office director, USAID/
ASHA; Linda Azar, program budget
specialist, USAID/ASHA; and Dr.
Rachel Schonberger, chair, HMO
REMEMBERING THE HOLOCAUST
— SURVIVAL, RESCUE, AND LIFE.
Presented by the Ketura Group of Hadassah
Greater Atlanta, in remembrance of
Holocaust Memorial Day, Hadassah Ketura
Life Member Leora Wollner shared the story
of her mother, Holocaust survivor Penina
Bowman, z”l, at Hammond Glen. Through
objects, photos, and video, Leora told the
story of her mother surviving Auschwitz
and a forced labor camp, and how she met
her husband, Harold, to begin life anew.
Leora noted that many in the audience
might know Penny, as she liked to be called,
from Hadassah, Book Group, Mah Jongg,
the synagogue, or as a former resident of
Hammond Glen. Sadly, she passed away
erev Pesach 2018, on what would have been
her 71st wedding anniversary.
It was always difficult for Penny to
recall and speak about her experiences
during WWII. However, when she was a
Bible student, she came across this passage,
which convinced her that it was indeed her
obligation to tell her story no matter how
difficult it was: “Tell your children of it, and
let your children tell their children, and their
children another generation.” — Joel 1:3
Leora feels that she owes it to the
memory of her mother—as well as her
mother’s parents, 42 close relatives, and
all of the other people who perished during
the Holocaust—to continue sharing her
mother’s story.
The following information is based
on Leora’s presentation to the Ketura/
Hammond Glen audience.
Penina, Peszi, or Penny was born in
Cluj, Romania, the capital of Transylvania,
on April 19, 1927, to an Orthodox Jewish
family. In 1944, her family was marched
to an old brick factory several miles away
from her home. After two weeks, they were
packed into cattle cars, which took them to
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Auschwitz-Birkenau. One day in October
1944, after having been in Auschwitz
five months, she and her two sisters were
transported to a work camp in MahrischWeisswasser, in the Sudetenland, to work at
the Telefunken electronics factory, soldering
wires for walkie-talkies. Each day they
worked in the factory and were transported
back to the camp at the end of the day.
In a diary she kept, she recounted that
the hard life there was made more bearable
by the friendship of a Frenchman named
Pierre Hawart, a non-Jewish political
prisoner, who was allowed to go home
each day from the factory. He brought her
food on a regular basis. Penny credited him
with keeping her hope alive and saving
her life. She was liberated from the camp
in 1945. Upon parting, Pierre gave Peszi a
special ruby “friendship” ring that was his
grandmother’s. He knew he probably would
never see her again, but wanted her to have
it to help ensure her survival in case she
needed to bribe someone. She never took
it off — it symbolized her survival. Leora
wore the ring for her talk.
All three sisters miraculously survived.
Yafa married and returned to Cluj; Penny
and her other sister Miriam joined a Zionist
youth group with the objective of going to
Palestine. With the help of the Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee, they were given
the resources to travel to several displaced
persons (DP) camps on the way to the ship
that would transport them there.
In a DP camp in Salzburg, Penny met
her future husband, Harold Bowman z”l,
who was stationed at a nearby U.S. Army
base, the 66th Black Panther Infantry
Division. Their relationship blossomed.
Before leaving to be discharged, he gently
encircled her neck with a Magen David
necklace, which he received as a bar mitzvah
present. He also gave her a package, which
contained three yards of silk parachute
fabric that he got in a swap for cigarettes.
He told her to keep the fabric to make a
wedding dress, and that’s how she found out
she was engaged.
Eventually,
Penny
and
Harold
immigrated to Palestine, where they were
married in Binyamina, on March 30, 1947.
Penina wore the wedding dress she sewed
by hand from the parachute silk Harold had
given her. The wedding dress is on display
at The Breman Jewish Heritage Museum in
Atlanta in the “Absence of Humanity: The
Holocaust Years” gallery. It is a symbol
of hope and renewal for the thousands of
children and adults who view it every year.
Harold and Penny lived in Binyamina
until October 1947. Then they traveled
by boat to the United States and settled in
Chicago, so that Harold could finish his
college education. He graduated from the
University of Chicago and then continued his
studies to become a lawyer. From Chicago,
they moved to Clearwater, Florida, followed
by Houston, Texas, and then eventually to
Atlanta to be closer to their children and
grandchildren.
Reflecting on how her Holocaust
experience had affected her life, Penny
would always share her philosophy. “I
would live a life in equilibrium. I would
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remember my past and keep it alive so that
future generations would not allow another
Holocaust to happen anywhere in the world.
But, at the same time I would live each
day to the fullest and enjoy life and try to
be happy.” Leora shared that Penny indeed
found that balance in her life.

Penina Weisz Bowman, z”l, holding
her late husband Harold’s army
jacket.
Leora Wollner shows photos of her
parents as a young couple and her
mother removing one of her culinary
creations from the oven. Penny was
a talented cook and baker; noodle
kugel was one of her specialties.

Penny’s wedding dress is on display
at The Breman Jewish Heritage
Museum.

Leora Wollner (from left), Allan
Bowman, and Deborah Bowman with
a display of their parents’ photos and
memorabilia.

Ring given to Penny by her friend
and benefactor upon her liberation
from the camp.

Leora shows her certificate of
appreciation presented to her by
Hadassah Greater Atlanta for sharing
her mother’s story.

HADASSAH’S 2019 CHESED AWARDS.
Hadassah Greater Atlanta (HGA), in
partnership with JumpSpark, presented
Chesed Student Awards honoring excellence
and menschlichkeit in 22 Atlanta Jewish
teens.
This year’s program included the debut
of three individual awards with monetary
gifts. Two student essay award winners
received $500 each. They are: Jereme
Weiner, nominated by Creating Connected

We Stand With Israel
security • peace • solidarity

Communities, who won the Phyllis M.
Cohen Chesed Leadership Award, and
Grant Chernau, nominated by Congregation
Etz Chaim, who won the Linda and Michael
Weinroth Chesed Community Service
Award.
Steven Resnick, youth director at Etz
Chaim, received the Change Maker Award,
which recognizes a
Jewish
professional
who has made an
impact on the lives of
Jewish teens and has
shown great dedication
to the Atlanta Jewish
community.
He
was
chosen
from
nominations by Chesed
Steven Resnick, Award teen recipients
and received $1,000
recipient of
to fund programming
JumpSpark’s
and supplies for his
Change Maker
youth group. This
Award
award was presented
by JumpSpark, the initiative for Jewish teen
engagement connecting and investing in
the community to create more meaningful
and defining moments for Jewish teens
in Atlanta. JumpSpark is supported as
an innovation initiative of the Jewish
Federation of Greater Atlanta by the Jim
Joseph Foundation and generous donors in
the community.
The 2019 Hadassah Chesed Student
Award recipients are Miriam Sirota,
Atlanta Jewish Academy; Elaine Berger,
Congregation Beth Shalom; Robbie
Garber, Congregation B’nai Torah; Alex
Rothenberg, Congregation Dor Tamid;
Grant Chernau, Congregation Etz Chaim;
Morgan Cushing, Congregation Gesher
L’Torah; Sarah Jeffres, Congregation Or
Hadash; Paulo Ariel Fulgenzi, Congregation
Or VeShalom; Sam Trotz, Congregation
Shearith Israel; Jereme Weiner, Creating
Connected Communities; Jacob Rubin, The
Davis Academy; Zoe Sokol, Jewish Kids
Groups; Nolan Siegel, NFTY-SAR; Melina
Stein, Temple Beth David; Leah Faupel,
Temple Beth Tikvah; Jacob Sloman, Temple
Emanu-El; Alexa Phillips, Temple Kehillat
Chaim; Zoe Alexander, Temple Sinai; Julia
Harris, The Epstein School; Molly Edlein,
The Temple; Adam Cohen, The Weber
School; and Tzipora Estreicher, Torah Day
School of Atlanta.
Visit hadassah.org/Atlanta to learn more
about Hadassah and the Chesed awards.

Student Essay Award winners with
their proud donors: (from left) Grant
Chernau, Linda Weinroth, Phyllis M.
Cohen, and Jereme Weiner
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Hadassah Chesed Student Award
recipients: (back row, from left)
Robert
Garber,
Jacob
Rubin,
Samuel Trotz, Jacob Sloman, Grant
Chernau, Leah Faupel, Nolan Siegel;
(middle) Sarah Jeffres, Adam Cohen,
Elaine Berger, Molly Edlein, Alex
Rothenberg, Jereme Weiner; (front)
Zoe Sokol, Morgan Cushing, Tzipora
Estreicher, Miriam Sirota, Alexa
Phillips, Paulo Fulgenzi, and Melina
Stein. Not pictured: Zoe Alexander
and Julia Harris

Hadassah Greater Atlanta chairs:
(from left) Linda Weinroth, Eileen
Cohn, Phyllis M. Cohen, and Michele
Weiner-Merbaum,
president;
JumpSpark Chairs Kelly Cohen and
Laura Gronek; and Hadassah Greater
Atlanta Chair Sheila Dalmat
HADASSAH KETURA VISITS CDC.
Hadassah Greater Atlanta’s Ketura
Group recently visited the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
with emphasis on the David J. Sencer
CDC Museum’s “The World Unseen
— Intersections of Art and Science.”
This exhibition gathers the work of 10
international artists who draw upon
microbiology, biotechnology, anatomy, and
texts in their investigations of microbes and
cells, DNA, history of disease and science,
the body, and beauty. They all share a deep
interest in science, and some are scientists
themselves or collaborate closely with
researchers.
The docent-led tour also examined the
history of the CDC and its historic efforts
in the areas of modern health threats,
environmental health, and injury prevention,
and in combating biological, chemical,
nuclear, and radiological threats at home
and abroad — focusing on teamwork to
accomplish its missions.
Why is the CDC headquartered in
Atlanta? At the outbreak of WWII, the
government made it a priority to eradicate
malaria around military bases and training
centers in the U.S. South, and so established
the Office of Malaria Control in War Areas
See HADASSAH NEWS, page 16
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Thought you’d like to know
By Jonathan Barach
A LABOR DAY TRADITION. Temple Kol
Emeth will host this year’s Noshfest on Sunday,
September 1, 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and
Monday, September 2, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
The event will be held in the parking lot of the
temple, at 1415 Old Canton Road in Marietta.
Noshfest enters its ninth year celebrating
Jewish food and culture. Admission is free for
the event. Patrons are encouraged to bring two
cans of food per family, which will be donated
to MUST Ministries. For more information, call
Temple Kol Emeth at 770-973-3533.
ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVE. The next blood
drive is August 9, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., at
Ahavath Achim Synagogue, 600 Peachtree
Battle Avenue N.W. The event is co-sponsored
by the Jewish War Veterans Atlanta Post #112,
Ahavath Achim Synagogue, Congregation
Shearith Israel, Congregation Or VeShalom,
and the Fulton Masonic Lodge. Walk–ins are
always welcome, but appointments will save
you time. To make an appointment, enter
sponsor code JWV at redcrossblood.org.
STEVE STEINMAN EXHIBITION. “Summer
Pleasures,” the annual summer exhibition
at Thomas Deans Fine Art, features abstract
sculpture by Steven Steinman. The exhibition
continues through August 17. Thomas Deans
Fine Art is located at 650 Miami Circle, NE,
#905, Atlanta 30324. For more information,
call 404-814-1811.
B’NAI B’RITH INSTITUTE OF JUDAISM.
The 72nd Annual B’nai B’rith Institute of
Judaism will be held at Wildacres Retreat, in
Little Switzerland, North Carolina, August
12-15. The event will feature presentations by
Morgan Stern, Jay Jacoby, and Curtis Ryan.
Attendees will enjoy kosher meals, free tennis
lessons, tai chi sessions, a health and wellness
talk, Jewish-themed movies, hiking, and scenic
walks — all in the beauty of the Blue Ridge
Mountains. Wayne Taylor and the Appaloosa
Band will provide musical entertainment. For
more information, visit bnai-brith.wixsite.com/
wildacres, or contact Bill Carr at bcarr3533@
gmail.com or 919-781-4207.

LIMMUDFEST 2019. LimmudFest is
a multi-day retreat over the Labor Day
weekend, August 30-September 2, at Ramah
Darom, in Clayton, Georgia. LimmudFest is
a celebration and festival of Jewish thought,
arts, culture, life, learning, and teaching.
There will be hundreds of Jews from all walks
of life, all Jewish backgrounds, lifestyles,
and all ages for a full schedule of workshops,
discussions, arts, music, performances, textstudy sessions, yoga, hiking, and more.
Learn, play, and connect in the beautiful
North Georgia Mountains. Visit limmudse.
org/limmudfest/ for details and to register.
CAMP FED — SIGNATURE GOES TO
CAMP. Experience Jewish overnight camp
nostalgia at Camp Fed — A Signature
Event, Federation’s largest NextGen event,
August 25, 2:00-5:00 p.m., at The Foundry
at Puritan Mill. Enjoy spiked “bug juice”
in your Camp Fed mug from the mess hall,
s’mores around the campfire, Israeli snacks
from the MASA canteen, sports and games,
tie dying, and a pie-eating contest. Each
admission includes one drink ticket, snacks,
access to all activities, and a $2 donation to
Federation’s Camp Scholarship Program.
Tickets are $25 in advance/$28 at the door.
Visit jewishatlanta.org/get-involved/campfed/ for tickets and to register.
JACOBS CAMP 50TH REUNION. Help
create and experience the #JacobsMagic at
the Henry S. Jacobs Camp 50th Anniversary
Reunion, November 1-3, in New Orleans. On
Friday, enjoy a welcome reception, Shabbat
services, dinner, a song session, and an afterparty. On Saturday, there will be a campstyle Shabbat morning service, camp and art
activities, Frisbee on the field, lunch, and a
Jewish tour of New Orleans. On Saturday
night, attendees will tour the National WWII
Museum, followed by cocktails, dinner,
dancing, and Havdalah and friendship circle.
Visit jacobscamp.org/50thReunion for more
information, room reservations, and to
register by September 15.

Hadassah News
From page 15
(MCWA) under the auspices of the Public
Health Service, which continued to work
out of Atlanta. At the end of the war, the
MCWA’s leadership proposed continuing
the agency’s work on a national level, and
thus the MCWA morphed into the CDC in
1946.
This fascinating and educational
tour dovetailed nicely with the Hadassah
Medical Organization in Israel and its
efforts to research and fight disease.

At the CDC: (front, from left) Helene
Jacoby and Helen Ehrlich; (second
row) Dominique Levin, Esther Low,
Maxine Schein, Marylan Karp, Joan
Solomon, and Kaethe Solomon; (third
row) Susan Adair, Bernice Mellman,
Eileen Schlenker, Evelyn Baron,
Sherry Seidman, Nancy Bracker,
Leora Wollner, Karen Feibel, and
Arlene Glass; (back) Tamara Meaux,
Peri Rosner, Shirley Michalove, and
Sharon Freedman. Not shown: Gerry
Taratoot, Annie Loventhal, Elaine
Clein, Barbara and Marvin Shams,
Hylda Wilson, Lois Plotkin, and
Faridah Kramer

Get The Jewish Georgian At Home

July-August 2019
Anna Dumitriu in collaboration
with Dr. Sarah Goldberg, Technion,
Make Do and Mend (Photo courtesy
of artist). Vintage women’s suit
patched with silk grown with E.coli
bacteria genetically modified using
a technique
c a l l e d
CRISPR.
Make
Do
and Mend
references
the
75th
anniversary
of the first
use
of
penicillin
in a human
patient
in
1941.
It
takes
the
form
of
an altered
wartime
women’s
suit marked
with
the
B r i t i s h
Board
of
Trade’s
utility mark, CC41, which stands for
“controlled commodity 1941.” The
suit’s holes and stains are patched
with silk that has been stained with
pink colonies of E.coli bacteria grown
on dye-containing agar.
JEWISH WOMEN IN THE BIBLE. On
June 17, Rabbi Ari Sollish presented the first
in a series on Jewish Women in the Bible for
Hadassah Greater Atlanta/Metulla. During
the engaging and lively discussion on the
story of Ruth, Rabbi Sollish highlighted
the strengths and weaknesses of the major
characters: Elimelech, Naomi, Ruth, Boaz,
Orpah, and Ploni. He also showed the
connection between the story of Ruth and
the qualities of leadership and decision
making between what is easy and what is
right.
Rabbi Sollish is a noted author, teacher,
founder, and director of the Intown Jewish
Academy. He also teaches Jewish studies in
Emory University’s continuing education
program.
The next program is scheduled for
August 12, when Rabbi Sollish will discuss
Debrorah.
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Tamara Meaux and Nancy Bracker
pose with CDC artwork.
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Sandye Charlop Geller, Rabbi Ari
Sollish holding his certificate of
appreciation from the group, and
Terry Nordin
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Building Jewish identity through the experience of camp

Research shows that Jewish overnight
camp is one of the most effective ways for
Jewish children to develop lifelong Jewish
friendships and form meaningful connections
with the Jewish community and Israel.
However, 90% of Jewish children are not going
to Jewish overnight camp, including more than
13,000 Jewish children in Atlanta. We attribute
this to the fact that Jewish families look very
different than they did 50 years ago, when
Jewish overnight camps were born:
• 71% of Jewish children are raised with
one Jewish and one non-Jewish parent.
• The Jewish community is diverse. Jews
of color and Jewish LGBTQ families are all
seeking community connection. Only one-third
of American Jews belong to a synagogue.
• More than 50% of Jewish households
report income under $100,000.
The solution: In the City Camps (ITC)
invests in the 90% of Jewish children who
are otherwise not engaged with their Jewish
community by creating, each summer, a fun and
engaging environment that is a direct pipeline
to child and family participation in Judaism.
The most important aspect of this approach is
hiring exclusively Jewish counselors — last
summer, ITC employed approximately 100
young adults between the ages of 16-22. For
many campers, their counselors are their first
non-family Jewish role models. Throughout
the day, campers and counselors share Jewish
experiences, such as how they celebrate
Hanukkah or by telling stories of a recent trip to
Israel. In these moments, children can express
their Jewish identity in a safe environment,
which boosts their self-esteem and Jewish pride.
Just like their campers, ITC counselors come
from a broad spectrum of Jewish backgrounds
and build their own Jewish community that

extends beyond the summer.
ITC infuses every part of camp with
Judaism and Hebrew. Every day at ITC starts
with morning shira, an all-camp community
gathering where campers sing Hebrew songs,
including Hatikva. Campers also learn the
Hebrew word of the day and Israel fact of the
day. Throughout the day, activity specialists
reinforce Judaism and Hebrew in fun ways:
campers may learn the Hebrew word for
“ball” during soccer, make bourekas at Jewish
cooking, or emulate Jewish painters during art.
In the City Camps understands that middleschool aged campers need especially innovative
and engaging programming, which led them to
partner with a Harvard-educated developer of
an experiential curriculum that teaches students
from sixth- through eighth-grade how to start
a business. ITC has incorporated Judaism
into this unique program through case studies
about Jewish business leaders such as Wix
CEO Avishai Abrahami, Israeli products like
SodaStream, and daily middot (Jewish values)
conversations on histakranut (curiosity) and
yetzira (creativity).
ITC believes in rigorous data collection
to monitor and evaluate its model; it utilizes
feedback to improve programming whenever
possible. ITC has learned from parent surveys
that its approach to instilling Jewish values
works, based on the quantitative results:
• 86% of parents indicated their child
connected with Judaism in a meaningful way.
• 90% of parents said that their child
made new Jewish friends.
• 98% of parents indicated their child
connected with their Jewish counselors.
ITC doesn’t just talk about building Jewish
identity through summer camp experiences,
it bases every decision around that goal. The

Campers learn to make hummus with In the City Camps’ Israeli Scouts.
result? Jewish connections that will last a
lifetime.
Growing up, In the City Camps’ CEO
Eileen Snow Price participated in Jewish
experiences ranging from Israel trips to Jewish
day school, but it was summer camp that left the
biggest impression on her. As a mother of four,
Eileen always believed that Jewish summer
camp would be a part of her children’s lives.

In 2011, Eileen sent her oldest two children
to Jewish overnight camp. Upon return, her
daughter refused to go to sleep-away camp
again — it was simply not for her. Knowing the
positive impact of Jewish camps, Eileen decided
to create a camp that delivered the benefits of
Jewish overnight camp in an accessible day
camp package, and the ITC model was born.

A Different type of shul to emerge on Lavista Road

Lavista Road in Toco Hills is the heart
of one of Atlanta’s most vibrant Jewish
communities, and on it are situated a variety
of synagogues. Individuals can readily find
a Shabbat minyan that suits their needs and
interests. Want to start early? There are
services that begin as early as 7:15 a.m.
Too early? Maybe a 9:30 a.m. start time is
better suited for you. Long sermons, short
drashot, traditional Orthodox minyanim,
Modern Orthodox or Chabad services,
Sephardi, Ashkenazi, Bukharian, Sephardic
tefillot, even a shul committed to serving
the LGBTQ and allied community. It’s all
there on Lavista Road.
The common element to all this is
that each of Lavista Road’s synagogues,
as one would expect, has a single set of
ritual customs and practices that it focuses
upon and adheres to. Yet, the mosaic of
Orthodox Judaism is built on a variety of
traditions, most notably Ashkenazic and
Sephardic, and this underlies the rationale
for the launching of Lavista Road’s newest
synagogue, Kol Yisrael Atlanta (KYA).
KYA aspires to be an Atlanta
community that will embrace both
Ashkenazic and Sephardic traditions under

one roof. In the words of founding member
Levi Afrah, “Our goal is that Kol Yisrael
will champion every individual’s unique
potential to imitate the Divine. We will
work to achieve this by promoting Jewish
unity without uniformity and diversity
without division.”
At first glance, one would expect a
synagogue that simultaneously fosters
Ashkenazic and Sephardic traditions to
feel very different. Not so, says founding
member Shlomo Pill, who said, “KYA will
be at once familiar and fresh. Yes, we will
be one shul with two minyanim — one
following Ashkenazic customs and the
other following Sephardic practices — but
members will find a vibrant and diverse
Jewish community immersed in traditional
and relevant Torah study, impactful tefillah,
and chessed activities that emphasize a
focus on the needs of others. These are
the types of values that unite all Jews,
Ashkenazi and Sephardi alike.”
Both Afrah and Pill emphasized that
KYA will be dedicated to cultivating an
active social community that responds to
the needs of Atlanta’s evolving religious
community. The plan is for KYA to host

communal Shabbat meals, Friday night
oneg programs, seudat shlishit gatherings,
and other weekday programming designed
to provide all members of the community
— men and women — with critical social
bonds and experiences that encourage
continued involvement and investment in
all that the shul has to offer.
KYA is the result of a merger of two
existing synagogues: Netzach Israel, a
Sephardic synagogue, with the New Toco
Shul, a Modern Orthodox shul that follows
Ashkenazic rituals and practices. On a
practical level, KYA will be governed by
a single board of directors composed of
some members selected by each minyan,
Ashkenazic and Sephardic, as well as other
members elected by the shul’s membership
at large. While KYA will be organized
around its separate Ashkenazic and
Sephardic minyanim, it will have a single
membership roll.
Members will be members of KYA
rather than of a specific minyan, and
membership dues will be paid to the shul
rather than to a specific minyan.
Notwithstanding this merger, both
New Toco Shul and Netzach Israel will

continue to run services, classes, and
learning activities until the new KYA
building is complete, and in the interim,
New Toco Shul and Netzach Israel will
continue to operate at their current locations
under their respective current rabbinic and
lay leadership. In due time, members of
New Toco Shul and Netzach Israel will
automatically become members of KYA as
well. This will enable KYA to refer certain
major decisions with long-term impact on
the shul to its members.
In reflecting on this merger, founding
member Michelle Saltzman noted, “It
is important to understand that while it
represents a new joining of energies into a
single shul, KYA aims only to build upon,
expand, and continue the incredible work
and accomplishments that New Toco Shul
and Netzach Israel have each achieved
to date. By bringing these two entities
together, KYA will continue to do what
they already do so well, but bigger, better,
and more effectively and appealingly than
ever before.” She added, “KYA will soon
begin running its own social and religious
programming geared towards men, women,
couples, and families.”

THE JEWISH GEORGIAN

Page 18

New faces at JELF

Jewish Educational Loan Fund (JELF)
recently added several new staff members,
to help the organization ensure that as many
Jewish students as possible learn about how
to receive interest-free, last-dollar loans to
fulfill their educational goals. In 2018, as
the cost of a higher education continued to
rapidly outpace inflation, JELF assisted 279
students from its five-state region (Florida,
Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
and Virginia) with a total of $1,011,266.
JELF has had a 99% student loan repayment
rate for more than 10 years, which allows
even more students to save on the interest
they’d otherwise accrue with a private
student loan.
The new hires include:

• David Cohen, director of marketing,
brings to JELF more than 18 years
of
marketing
experience,
in
both
corporate
and
advertising
agency
settings.
He will work to
increase awareness
of JELF’s loan
program
among
potential student
a p p l i c a n t s
David Cohen
throughout
the
o r g a n i z a t i o n ’s
region.
• Sandra Bass, loan program manager,
joined JELF in April, replacing Suzan
Saidman, who will
retire later this year.
Sandra has worked
in the Atlanta
Jewish community
for more than
20 years, most
recently
serving
as the director of
Arts and Culture
at the Marcus
Sandra Bass
Jewish Community
Center of Atlanta
(MJCCA). Prior to her time at MJCCA,
Sandra was the longtime executive director
of Camp Judea. As part of her role, Sandra
will help usher students through the
application process and work with JELF’s
network of local administrators throughout
the region.
• Jody Vane, executive assistant, comes
to JELF after a long
career as a nanny,
with
additional
experience
in
customer service
and marketing, as
well as serving on
multiple boards in
the community. She
will assist JELF’s
CEO and staff as
Jody Vane
the
organization
grows.
JELF CEO Jenna Leopold Shulman
says, “This is an exciting period of growth
for JELF. Our incredible staff are all very
passionate about JELF’s mission and we
feel very fortunate to now have the people
we need to serve more of our community’s
need.”
For more information about JELF,
including criteria to apply for a loan, visit
jelf.org, or contact David Cohen at dcohen@
jelf.org or 404-217-3724.
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The Weber School launches
Sports Science Academy

The Felicia Penzell Weber Jewish
Community High School has launched Weber
Sports Science Academy, featuring an honors
diploma program designed to educate students
in fields including physical therapies, sports
medicine, physical training, fitness, and sports
management. The Weber Sports Science
Academy offers exclusive opportunities for
students to develop advanced knowledge and
skills in these disciplines during high school,
uniquely positioning them for college and
careers. In another “only at Weber” initiative,
the revolutionary program is one of only a
handful in the nation, and it joins Weber’s
prestigious Daniel Zalik Academy of Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Design.
“For scholars ranging from Maimonides
in the 11th century to the founders of modern
Zionism, athletics, health, and wellness have
been essential cornerstones of strong Jewish
communities and thriving Jewish schools,”
says Rabbi Ed Harwitz, head of school. “The
addition of the Weber Sports Science Academy
advances our mission of a 21st-century Jewish
high school in new and innovative ways.“
Complementing Weber’s full array of
competitive athletic teams, The Weber Sports
Science Academy blends a rigorous academic
curriculum with a practical mix of applied
learning. The curriculum includes anatomy
and physiology, strength and conditioning,
athletic training, sports medicine, research
methods and analysis, sports nutrition, and
clinical internships. Students who fulfill the
honors track will earn an honors diploma
upon graduation, paving a path for college and
subsequent sports/fitness related careers.
Students have access to added resources
for hands-on learning in Weber’s sports annex,
an indoor facility for sport-specific training
and strength and conditioning. Equipped with

batting cages with retractable nets, free weights,
racks, TRX suspension trainers, weighted sleds,
exercise balls, and myofascial-release tools, the
facility is staffed by experienced professional
trainers and coaches. The sports annex serves
the sports science students, as well as athletes
in every season under all weather conditions.
The Zalik Academy of Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Design is just
completing its pilot year and will be in full
operation with the MIT-Inspired Fab Lab for
the 2019/2020 school year. The institute is
a comprehensive facility directed by expert
professionals, with an array of technological
resources. The Zalik Academy supports handson experimentation in disciplines that include
engineering; digital, 3D, fashion, and multimedia design; robotics; architecture; and
science research.
The Weber School prepares its students for
success in college and in life, inspiring them
to be knowledgeable, thinking, responsible
Jewish adults, by weaving together the pursuit
of academic excellence; a commitment to
Jewish values, the Jewish people and Israel;
and a responsibility to serve our community
and improve our world. The school is a Jewishcommunity high school serving students from
all Jewish backgrounds. The comprehensive
academic and co-curricular program develops
student exploration, leadership, and social
responsibility. Students learn in the classroom,
off campus, and around the world guided
by highly talented and devoted faculty who
cultivate creative thinking and encourage
student initiative.
For more information on The Weber
School, the Sports Science Academy, and the
Zalik Academy, contact Rise Arkin, director of
admissions at The Weber School, at rarkin@
weberschool.org or 404-917-2500 x117.
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Browse our selection of Kosher
(and non-Kosher)
beer, wine, and spirits

Atlanta Born ~ Atlanta Owned ~ Atlanta Managed

Funeral and Cemetery Pre-planning

ALL IN ONE PLACE!
TowerWineSpirits.com

It’s easy: Over the phone, online, in person
It’s safe: Pre-payments are 100% escrowed in an account
you own
It’s responsible: Simplifies arrangements, removes burden from family, and fixes most funeral costs

Shop online
and we’ll get your order ready for pick-up!

WE HONOR ANY PRE-PAID FUNERAL
FROM ANY OTHER FUNERAL HOME

770.451.4999
www.DresslerJewishFunerals.com
Edward Dressler

BUCKHEAD STORE
2161 Piedmont Rd
Atlanta, GA 30324

DORAVILLE STORE
5877 Buford Highway
Doraville, GA 30340

ANNUAL EVENT

Benefiting Our Students

A Labor Day Tradition
Sunday, September 1st | 11am - 5pm
Monday, September 2
Jewish Soul Food
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Free Admission

Arts & Crafts

Bagel Eating Contest

Kid’s Activities

Temple Tours
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JELF provides interest-free loans for
Jewish students who need funding
for higher education. Please support our
biggest benefit event of the year with
featured speaker Jeffrey Stepakoff,
Executive Director of the Georgia
Film Academy.
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28

The coca-cola
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tickets+INFO
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the battery

jelf.org/stepakoff

Noshfest.com
Temple Kol Emeth
1415 Old Canton Rd. • Marietta, GA 30062
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MJCCA hosts the 2019
JCC Maccabi Games

Atlanta is the host city for the 2019 JCC Maccabi Games, July 28-August 2. The
Marcus Jewish Community Center of Atlanta (MJCCA) is hosting the Games, which
will call Atlanta home for just the second time in the competition’s history, with more
than 1,600 participants, ages 12-16, competing in 14 sports.
“Atlanta is the place to be when it comes to marquee sporting
events sure to cement lifelong memories — including the 2018
Major League Soccer All-Star Game, the 2019 Super Bowl, and
the 2020 NCAA Men’s Basketball Final Four,” says MJCCA CEO
Jared Powers. “Adding to that list of sporting spectacles, in July, the
2019 JCC Maccabi Games will return to Atlanta for the first time since
2001.”
What are the JCC Maccabi Games?
The JCC Maccabi Games is an Olympic-style sporting competition
that brings teen athletes from around the globe to compete in sporting
events, to perform community service, and, above all, to have an amazing
time meeting new people and forming bonds that will last a lifetime.
Started in 1982, The JCC Maccabi Games has grown exponentially
over the years, and this year is no different. Team Atlanta is now one of
the largest ever delegations in Maccabi history. More than 1,000 visiting
athletes from over 35 visiting delegations will be joining the almost 600
Team Atlanta athletes to compete in a week of tournaments. All athletes,
coaches, and delegation heads in attendance are proud to have earned the
privilege of representing their community at The Games.
Hosted by the MJCCA, the 2019 JCC Maccabi Games will include
a full range of events, including Olympic-style opening ceremonies and a
community service day. These events each aim to bring the Atlanta
Jewish community together for a week of spirit, friendship, and
celebration.
“This summer, the JCC Maccabi Games will require the
helping hands of nearly 1,500 volunteers,” explains MJCCA
Maccabi Games Director Stacie Francombe. “Whether you
have a few hours or a few days to help, there are opportunities
that match your interests — everything from arrivals and
departures to athletics and hydration, from medical and
hospitality to food service, and so much more. We hope you’ll
join us by becoming a part of this exciting community event.
Can’t make it to the MJCCA? We are utilizing venues all
over Atlanta and need volunteers at every location.”
Interested in volunteering? All volunteers must be 18
or older as of July 28 for daytime shifts and 21 or older to
volunteer for evening events. Go to atlmaccabi2019.org to
register as a volunteer.
OPENING CEREMONIES
Opening Ceremonies of the 2019 JCC Maccabi Games will take place on July
28, at Ameris Bank Amphitheatre, 2200 Encore Pkwy, Alpharetta, and will include
entertainment, a parade of athletes, a Munich 11 memorial tribute, and more.
Come cheer on Team Atlanta and the 35 visiting delegations for a night of fun and

See MACCABI GAMES, page 23

(photos: Bud Stengel / Score Photo Inc.)
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NOW PART OF THE JEWISH HOMELIFE FAMILY!
For ac�ve adults age 62 and above, enjoy the camaraderie,
and conveniences of a full‐service, Buckhead re�rement community
but with rent adjusted to individual income if needed.

CALL OR VISIT TODAY!

404.351.3536
JewishHomeLife.org

Tires Have a New Home
Major Brands
Professional Installation

Free Tire Repair
Most cars and non-commercial light trucks.
TPMS reset not included.
Repairs within RMA Guidelines. See Store for Details.
Valid at participating locations.
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Maccabi Games
From page 21

entertainment. The athlete drop-off is 5:45 p.m. Doors open at 6:00 p.m., and the Parade of
Athletes starts at 7:00 p.m.
Highlights include Angelica Hale, “America’s Got Talent 2017” finalist and recording
artist; Adam Rippon, 2017 Olympic bronze medalist in ice skating, LGBTQ activist, and

permanently displayed at the ISCD and Shepherd Center.
• Community Service. In order to reinforce the Jewish value of giving charity
(tzedakah), the Maccabi athletes have been asked to contribute an item requested by the
Shepherd Center and placed on an Amazon registry. Whether shirts or hats, a movie DVD,
or rehabilitation supplies, these items will be used to directly benefit patients staying at
the Shepherd Center. Throughout the Games, the Maccabi athletes will help package these
items, which will be delivered to the Shepherd Center after the Games conclude.
STAR REPORTERS
Angelica Hale
of
(photo: courtesy
e)
al
H
Angelica

Joe Castillo

ippon
Adam R urtesy
co
(photo:
Rippon)
of Adam

judge on “Dancing with the Stars Junior”;
Joe Castillo, sand artist, seen on “America’s
Got Talent 2012”; and a choreographed
show by Atlanta Drumline Academy, which
has appeared on Steve Harvey’s “Little Big
Shots.”
Reserve tickets at atlmaccabi2019.
org/opening-ceremonies-ticket-reservation
and pick up at the MJCCA’s Maccabi Central
or at Ameris Bank Amphitheatre will-call on
July 28.
“We invite the community to come
out to Opening Ceremonies and be a part of
one of the largest gatherings in the history
of Jewish Atlanta,” said MJCCA Maccabi
Games Co-Chair Amy Rubin.
JCC CARES

Since 1982, the JCC Maccabi Games has always been more than an athletic competition.
An important component of the Games, JCC Cares, provides an opportunity for teens to
embrace their experiences at the Games by taking time out of their competition schedule to
participate in a community service project.
The basic American concept of community service is closely tied to the basic Jewish
value of tikkun olam, which urges us to make a difference in the lives of others who may
be less fortunate than ourselves. All athletes, coaches, and chaperones will participate in
JCC Cares as part of their Maccabi experience. Also, to make an even greater impact and
connection, each participant has been asked to bring supplies or goods that will benefit the
local community.
The 2019 Atlanta JCC Cares initiative has three components:
• Disabled Athlete Exhibition. During the 2019 JCC Maccabi Games, MJCCA will
partner with the Israel Sports Center for the Disabled (ISCD), one of the world pioneers in
the field of sport rehabilitation; as well as the Shepherd Center, a local nonprofit hospital
devoted to medical treatment, research, and rehabilitation for people with neuromuscular
problems, such as spinal cord injury and disease, acquired brain injury, and multiple
sclerosis. These two organizations will provide a disabled athlete exhibition for the
Maccabi teen athletes. The goal of this initiative is for Maccabi athletes to see all people
for their abilities and not just their disabilities.
• From Art Project to Art Therapy. The Maccabi athletes will also participate in an
art project led by two local professional artists in order to learn how art therapy is used
to help rehabilitate people with physical injuries. The athletes will walk on paint-covered
bubble wrap, splattering the paint onto two canvases. The artists will then transform the
canvases into two art works that will be revealed at the closing party. They will then be

Star Reporters, coached by VOX
ATL, will document the Games in
real time, developing new skills and
being mentored in photography,
videography, and interviewing, as well
as blogging and other forms of social
media. Star Reporter coaches, provided
by Team Atlanta, will be experienced
professionals in the fields of journalism,
photography,
videography,
social
media, and marketing.

as

Maccabi Star Reporter
(photo: VOX ATL)
GAMING AND ESPORTS
The 2019 Atlanta Maccabi Games will be the first JCC Maccabi Games to offer
gaming and eSports for athletes. Gaming is a growing part of youth culture, with many
high schools, Division I colleges, and professional sports leagues offering varsity letters,
scholarships, and professional careers in eSports. There will be open play and structured
tournaments during the games. The MJCCA is partnering with Lost Tribe, a pioneer in
eSports for Jewish youth engagement, to offer this new experience for 2019 participants.
INCLUSION OPPORTUNITIES
The 2019 Atlanta Maccabi Games will be inclusive. Athletes with developmental,
physical, and/or neurological differences who may require support have the opportunity
to participate in various Maccabi programs. Accommodations and funded support will be
determined on an individual basis.
HOST A VISITING ATHLETE
During the week of The Games, athletes will be fully immersed in the Atlanta Jewish
Community, with more than 500 generous host families housing visitors. These hosts are
surrogate parents to these athletes for a week. They will feed and take care of every visiting
athlete that will come to Atlanta. It is through the generosity of the community that the
MJCCA can host all these athletes and make sure they are comfortable and cared for. Each
host family will be asked to host at least two athletes. The requirements are simple: each
athlete must have a bed or air mattress to sleep on and a seatbelt in the car. All host families
must be 21 or older to volunteer; registration is required. Visit https://atlmaccabi2019.org/
signup/ to register as a host family.
“What I am most looking forward to is introducing the Jewish teens in our community
to the international Maccabi Movement, which presents athletic, cultural, and social
opportunities with Jews from around the world,” said MJCCA Maccabi Games co-chair
Libby Hertz.
“There truly is a way for everyone to share in the excitement and get involved in the
2019 JCC Maccabi Games,” said Francombe. “Opportunities are now available for every
member of the community — from athletes and coaches, to volunteers, sponsors, and host
families.”
For more information about the 2019 JCC Maccabi Games, visit atlmaccabi2019.org.
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for Weber’s first-ever Athletic Banquet. It
was a lively and celebratory event featuring
keynote speaker Assistant Athletic Director
Tasha Humphrey and a special recognition
and award ceremony for Weber athletes and
coaches.

By Belle Klavonsky
TEMIMA GRADUATION. The Richard
and Jean Katz High School for girls held
its graduation recently at Congregation
Beth Jacob. Of the 243 total graduates since
Temima High School began, 97% pursue
a year of study in Israel, 99% enroll in
college, and 86% seek advanced degrees.
The 2019 graduates include Batsheva
Aminov, Yocheved Boroosan, Adina Esral,
Rachelli Fisch, Ora Fischer, Liba Garfinkel,
Elisheva Goldberger, Devorah Greenberg,
Eliana Herscovici, Ariel Kaminetzky,
Simcha Freida Kayser, Miriam Yael Leff,
Yael Nurielle Lovett, Miriam Munk, Sarahle
Pearlman, Leeba Pransky, Rochel Dina
Shteierman, Rivky Stein, Rachel Tress, and
Ariella Wolf.

Members of the graduating class
perform “Shir Israeli”

MAZEL TOV, CLASS OF 2019. The
Epstein School recently held its eighthgrade graduation ceremony. Head of School
Dr. David Abusch-Magder, Middle School
Principal Leslie Smith Rosen, and Board
President Brian Granath offered words of
welcome and reflection. Jewish Federation
of Greater Atlanta President and CEO Eric
M. Robbins offered words of hope for the
future and leadership. Rabbis Josh Heller,
Brad Levenberg, and Michael Bernstein
offered words of wisdom, blessings, and
the D’var Torah. Eighth-grade Knesset
President Barri Seitz spoke eloquently and
presented the class gift. The ceremony ended
with a heartwarming, spirited performance
of the song “Shir Israeli.”

YOUNG SCHOLARS. Nine Epstein
students have qualified to take the ACT test
as part of the 2019 Duke University Talent
Identification Program (TIP) seventh-grade
talent search. Of the nine students who
took the test, six scored high enough to
receive State Level recognition. Pictured
are (back, from left) Ryan Kardon, Dolev
Brown, Owen Rosenthal, Asher Glenn, and
Jonah Blum; (front) Naomi Furie, Zachary
Meyerowitz, Joey Bardack, and Elliott
Furie.

Barri Seitz

Ian Yagoda receives his diploma from
Dr. David Abusch-Magder.

CONGRATULATIONS
GRADUATES.
The Weber School celebrated the Class of
2019 Commencement, on May 24 at The
Ferst Center for the Arts, on the Georgia
Tech campus. Weber’s graduates received
317 acceptances to more than 90 colleges
and universities. Pictured are Weber’s 2019
graduates.

FIRST ATHLETIC BANQUET. More than
350 athletes, families, and coaches gathered

WEBER SIGNING DAY. Congratulations
to The Weber School’s student athletes who
signed letters of intent. Pictured are Micah
Frankel, College of Wooster, baseball; Eli
Weiner, Tulane University, baseball; and
Ariel Arbiv, University of Virginia, track
and field.
END-OF-YEAR GOODBYES. The entire
school gathered recently for Weber’s
annual Siyum (closing ceremony) and
Birkat HaMorim (dedication to teachers),
in which students honored the faculty and
staff and recognized those faculty members
who are leaving Weber for new endeavors.
After heartfelt goodbyes were said, students
received their yearbooks, the Rampage print
magazine, and the Weber Ramblings Lit
Mag.

FIRST GRADE TORAH CEREMONY.
Davis Academy first-graders participate
in a hands-on Torah creation project each
year. The students learn about the Book
of Genesis and create illustrations and/or
commentary associated with each major
story. These creations are placed in scrolls
that, once completed, become students’
personalized Torah scrolls at the end of
the school year. Students celebrate the
completion of this project by participating
in a Torah Ceremony (pictured), during
which they are officially presented with
the Torah they created, share their favorite
Torah stories, and participate in chevrutah,
an ancient Jewish approach to study that
involves working with a partner.
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS
OF 2019. The Davis Academy graduated 62

eighth-graders, 43 of whom are members
of The Emet Society, having attended
The Davis Academy since Mechina:
Kindergarten Prep or Kindergarten. During
the ceremony, Alumna Arielle Scherz
(Class of 2003) addressed the graduates
with inspiring words and advice. Additional
speakers included Amy Shafron, Davis
Academy head of school; Drew Frank,
associate head of school and principal; and
Rabbi Micah Lapidus, director of Jewish
and Hebrew Studies. The Class of 2019
(pictured), the school’s 20th graduating
class, joins The Davis Academy Alumni
Association, which now consists of 1,095
graduates.

SPELL IT. This past spring, Davis thirdthrough fifth-grade students participated
in the Annual Spelling Bee. Students first
participated in homeroom competitions,
with nine classroom champions moving
on to the schoolwide bee, which took place
in the Rosenberg Performing Arts Theatre,
before an audience of friends and family
members. After many rounds of three
faculty judges asking the students to spell
words from the Scripps National Spelling
Bee Word list, fifth-grader Brett Satisky
was named the 2019 Spelling Bee winner.
Pictured: (from left) Avery Slipakoff, Brett
Satisky, Sam Vaynshteyn, Lawrence Levine,
Alex Dunowitz, Sophia Molinari, Maya
Nebel, Matilda Mundell, and Carly Coffey

MAKING A POSITIVE IMPACT. Davis
Academy seventh-graders created a popup philanthropic organization that is
responsible for donating several thousand
dollars to worthy organizations in the Atlanta
area, nationally, and in Israel. The process
through which organizations are researched,
nominated, and selected is called Project
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IMPACT. For this project, students collect
tzedakah to donate to the worthy causes they
select, which has allowed Davis seventhgraders to sustain and enhance the worldchanging efforts of scores of organizations
over the years. Pictured: Lizzie McGrath
and Avi Frank

ON TO HIGH SCHOOL. Eighth-graders
graduate from TDSA prepared for high
school and beyond. One hundred percent
of the school’s graduates go on to attend
Jewish high schools.

THANKS FOR PLAYING A ROUND
WITH US. The Davis Academy hosted its
21st Annual Community Golf Tournament,
this May, at The Golf Club of Georgia. More
than 145 players, including community
members, current and alumni parents,
alumni, and corporate sponsors, enjoyed
the day-long event, which included a
putting contest, breakfast, 18 holes on two
separate courses, and a post-play reception,
which consisted of awards, silent and live
auctions, and dinner. The tournament was
made possible with the help of the school’s
dedicated staff and 60+ parent volunteers.
Pictured are (from left) Ira Graiser, Quentin
Wendt, Ron Gabbai, and Eric Levy.

ALUMNI GET-TOGETHER. During the
annual seventh-grade Washington D.C.
field trip, D.C.-based alumni joined Davis
faculty, staff, and seventh-graders at the
Pinstripes dinner, bowling, and bocce venue
in Georgetown. Alumni from five graduating
classes, who are now undergraduate and
graduate students or working professionals
living in D.C., caught up with the Davis
delegation over dinner. Pictured: (from left)
Hannah Bock (’06), Head of School Amy
Shafron, Alex Rubin (’07), Emily Karsch
(’10), Rebecca Shafron (’09), Matt Barry
(faculty), Rebecca Galanti (’09), Rachel
Kaufman (’12), Jessica Silverman (’10),
Max Shafron (’07), and Alex Meline (’07).

YOUNG GRADS. Torah Day School of
Atlanta (TDSA) kindergarteners line up to
begin their graduation program.

CELEBRATING CHARACTER. TDSA’s
first-grade girls celebrate learning about
middos tovos (good character traits). They
earned this celebration by being kind and
generous with each other.

INVENTIVE. TDSA seventh-graders were
challenged to come up with a new product,
research its market value, produce a
prototype, and create appropriate advertising
materials for their Invention Convention.

HOW TO SAVE A LIFE. Life-saving skills
are taught to the TDSA’s eighth-graders.

OUT AND ABOUT. TDSA’s students
celebrated Lag B’Omer with Field Day
activities. Everyone loves fresh air and
sunshine.

SENIOR COMMENCEMENT. On May
29, Atlanta Jewish Academy (AJA) seniors
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(pictured) walked across the stage and
received their diplomas at the commencement
ceremony. Rabbi Ari Leubitz, AJA head of
school; Alan Minsk, AJA board president;
and Mark Silberman, Jewish Federation of
Greater Atlanta board chair; imparted their
congratulations and advice to the graduates.
After the keynote address, Salutatorian
Zoe Sokol and Valedictorian Medad Lytton
spoke to the class.

Davis Academy eighth-graders make
meaningful connections in Israel
On the Davis Academy’s 2019 trip to Israel,
eighth-graders were pleasantly surprised to see
how many authentic and meaningful lifelong
connections they made with the people and land
of Israel. While the itinerary included many
of Israel’s best-known destinations, Director
of Jewish and Hebrew Studies Rabbi Micah
Lapidus, who planned and led the trip, noted,
“The true highlight for our kids was the people
they met and the lifelong ties they developed.”
As the group celebrated Kabbalat Shabbat
on the Tel Aviv beach, they connected with the
Israelis who stopped to join them. After years of
corresponding with peers at the Nili School in
Zikhron Ya’akov, they solidified relationships
during an in-person meeting, complete with
Israeli folk dancing, deep conversations, and
lunch in town.

Emily Mand (second from left) and Maya
Mekyten (third from left), with their
friends from the Nili School
While touring in the Galilee, students met
and connected with Ruth and Amnon Schribman,
whose son, Nir, died in a tragic helicopter crash
during the Second Lebanon War. While rafting on
the Jordan River, they connected with members
of an IDF unit on their day off, splashing one
another and singing Israeli songs. While visiting
Mitzpe Ramon, they connected with staff
members of the Desert Shade Eco Camp, who
have made the desert their home. At Mt. Herzl,
Israel’s national cemetery, they connected with
their teacher, Sim Pearl, who shared about the
death of his son’s closest friend during a recent
operation in the West Bank. At Azarat Yisrael,
the egalitarian plaza of the Western Wall, they
connected with the leaders of the Masorti
(Conservative) Movement in Israel, who have
recently begun hosting Friday night Shabbat
services at that location. While touring the Old
City, they connected with Christian pilgrims
who had come to honor one of the holiest sites
of the Christian faith, the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre. At Yad L’kashish (Lifeline for the
Old), they connected with Israeli senior citizens
who immigrated to Israel from other countries,
often fleeing persecution. And at the Israel
Sports Center for the Disabled, they connected
with Asael Shabo, victim of terror turned Israeli

wheelchair basketball superstar.

Students played wheelchair basketball at
the Israel Sports Center for the Disabled
and learned about the strength required
for the sport.
While many of these connections were
planned, some were not. Most notably, the group
did not expect to be greeted by a member of
the extended Davis Academy community, Yoni
Kenan. Yoni, the designated medic and security
guard for The Davis Academy while in Israel, is a
former Davis Academy student, having attended
the school from 2004-2009. While ensuring
students were safe and healthy for the duration of
the trip, Yoni and the eighth-graders bonded over
their shared connection.
After attending Davis, Yoni and his family
moved to California. At age 15, Yoni decided
to return to Israel to attend boarding school and
later joined the Israeli Defense Force for three
years in the Zikit (combat intelligence) unit. He
now lives in Tel Aviv, Israel.

Yoni Kenan reconnects with The Davis
Academy community: (front, from left)
Ella Berman, Elli Russotto, Yoni Kenan,
Hannah Brown, and Lia Toporek; (second
row) Jackson Crim, Seth Kaminsky, Jack
Godwin, Aiden Golub, Jacob Rubin,
and Ben Lefkovits; and (third row)
Caleb Mahle, Dawson Sherman, Connor
Swislow, Jack Anderson, and Sammy
Effron.
These many connections, along with visits
from extended family, former teachers, and camp
counselors, Davis Academy alumni, and many
friends, will, as Rabbi Lapidus said, “sustain a
lifetime of meaningful and authentic engagement
with and love for Israel and the Jewish people.”
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North America’s preeminent week of Israel education
Nearly 70 educators from Jewish
schools and other organizations gathered in
Atlanta in late June for an intensive week of
studying how and what to teach a variety of
learners about Israel.
The Center for Israel Education (CIE)
and Emory’s Institute for the Study of
Modern Israel (ISMI) held the 18th annual
CIE/ISMI Educator Enrichment Workshop
on Modern Israel from June 23 to 27 with
attendees from across North America. More
than half work at Jewish day schools, several
of which sent cohorts of educators to absorb
and synthesize as much of the content as
possible.
Jewish National Fund, Club Z, and
American Jewish Committee’s (AJC)
Leaders for Tomorrow (LFT) are national
organizations that sent multiple educators.
CIE Vice President Rich Walter, who
coordinated the workshop said, “Our goal
is for attendees to sharpen their knowledge
about a variety of aspects of Israel,
experiment and create new ways to transmit
Israel’s story to their constituents, and serve
as an ongoing resource for them in their
work.”
Although only one of the 67 workshop
attendees teaches in Atlanta — an Epstein
School educator — CIE staffers were not
the only Atlanta-based presenters. Among
the others were Rabbi Ellen Nemhauser, The
Weber School’s Michal Ilai, JumpSpark’s
Kelly Cohen, the Jewish Federation of
Greater Atlanta’s Ezra Flom, and Emory
University’s Michael Berger and Daniel
Arnon.
“This is not your run-of-the-mill
education conference,” said Zev Hurwitz,
who attended the CIE workshop with
fellow AJC educators from across the
country to develop the Israel curriculum for
AJC’s LFT. “How is this information best
communicated with your middle-schoolers,
your high-schoolers, your college students,
your adults, your continuing education
students? This is a completely immersive
experience to really understand everything
from the content itself to the best ways to
communicate that to a classroom, to any
Jewish classroom.”
One highlight of the workshop came on
its final morning when David Makovsky, a
fellow with the Washington Institute for Near
East Policy, reported by videoconference
from Bahrain on what he had observed
during the just-concluded, U.S.-sponsored
Peace to Prosperity Workshop.
Makovsky praised the presentation of
specific projects to benefit the Palestinians
but said that making their funding contingent
on a peace agreement resulted in yet another
doomed all-or-nothing approach to the
Arab-Israeli conflict.
A video conversation Makovsky
recorded with CIE’s founder and president,
Ken Stein, was shown to workshop
attendees and dozens of Jewish Atlantans
who attended the center’s annual community
dinner and wine reception, held on the final
night of the conference.

Other outside experts delivering insights
and subject matter expertise to workshop
participants included Ashkelon Academic
College’s Yitzhak Reiter on the outsider
status of Israel’s Arab minority, Berger on
the parallel and conflicting developments
of religious Zionism and Israel’s ultraOrthodox community, and Reiter and the
Paul E. Singer Foundation’s Rachel Fish on
the prospects for Middle East peace.
Their presentations supplemented
sessions led by CIE’s own experts on
everything from the history of Zionism to
Israeli politics and government and from
the growth of Israeli culture to the rise of
Israel’s wine industry.
For example, Stein had educators
standing around and walking on a roomsize floor map of Israel to demonstrate the
intentional pattern of Jewish settlement
in pre-state Palestine and the direct link
between the area of settlement and the
eventual partition plans for Jewish and Arab
states.
Like most of the workshop
presentations, the map session wasn’t just
about teaching facts to the participants; it
was also about showing them how to teach
their own students. Stein noted that the
same material could be covered with handheld maps and that Israel’s small size and
close neighbors could be conveyed with
comparisons to distances between U.S.
cities and even locations within a metro
area.
The practical classroom applications
of workshop lessons came through on
issues as varied as reading media reports
on Israel, facing intersectional conflicts,
using YouTube, finding the good and bad
of social media, and learning the lessons of
Israeli leadership. Educational approaches
included studying and creating art and
poetry, making and tasting food, simulating
Knesset debates, and using history lessons
for an escape room.
All the learning at the workshop is built
on CIE’s belief in teaching, not preaching,
and in using documented sources, not
competing narratives.
“It’s really important that CIE
continues in the future doing these kind
of seminars,” said Leon Covitz, a former
Greenfield Hebrew Academy (now Atlanta
Jewish Academy) teacher who attended
the workshop for the second time this
summer. “I think there’s not just a lack of
understanding for students; there’s also a
lack of understanding for teachers, who are
also thirsting to be given the equipment, the
help, and the assistance to become better
Israel education teachers, and to be given

Margo Gold chats with CIE President
Ken Stein during a wine reception.
(Photos courtesy of CIE)

Rich Walter leads a demonstration
of a classroom activity focused on
Israeli innovation.

ideas of how to create this relationship
not just for their students but also for
themselves.”
With guidance from CIE experts and
with feedback from their fellow educators,
the
workshop
attendees
developed
frameworks for their own age-appropriate
lesson plans to bring home with them. They
will have the resources of CIE, including its
website, israeled.org, and a network of some
1,000 workshop alumni to help hone their
new approaches to Israel education and to
share their successes.
The 18th educator workshop was the
15th and last underwritten by the AVI CHAI
Foundation, which is ending operations this
year after contributing $4.5 million to the
CIE workshop over the years.
“We believe that the workshop is one of
the highest quality Israel education training
opportunities available in North America,”
AVI CHAI Executive Director Yossi Prager
wrote in May.

Emory professor Michael Berger
talks about the covenant between
God and the people of Israel during a
presentation on biblical sources for
Jewish ties to the land.

CIE educational consultant Steve
Kerbel shares his knowledge of and
pleasure in Israeli wines during a
tasting that could be a model for
faculty gatherings.

Former Atlantan Leon Covitz leads
a breakout session on the period
between the U.N. partition resolution
approving
Israel’s
creation
in
November 1947 and the declaration
of the state in May 1948.

July-August 2019

THE JEWISH GEORGIAN

Why BRCA screening is important to me
BY Peyton
Edelson
My mom, Leeza Cherniak, was one
of the few people who genuinely excelled
in everything she took on. She was an
incredible artist, cooked delicious food,
and, most notably, worked as a criminal
defense attorney to fight for and represent
those marginalized in society. My mom
was a woman full of both brilliance and
creativity.
I was six years old when my mom
was diagnosed with breast cancer. I was
too young to understand what that really
meant. I remember clearly bringing my
friends home with me from school to see
my mother’s shiny, bald head. At the time,
my friends and I thought her hair loss was
funny, and her smile reassured us that she
thought it was too. Despite her ever-present
grin, my mom was fighting an uphill battle
against an undefeatable enemy.
Once my mom received word of her
cancer diagnosis, she took on both cancer
treatments and risk-reducing surgery.
First she went through chemotherapy and
radiation. Later on, she chose to undergo
a mastectomy and breast reconstruction.
Although drastic, these treatments proved
effective — for a time. Two years later,
however, my mom was struck with
horrendous headaches, indicating that
both chemotherapy and surgeries failed to

manage the disease. The cancer had spread
to her central nervous system.
My mom died two years after she was
diagnosed, at age 43, marking the end of her
fight against breast cancer. I was only eight
years old, my brother six.
Losing my mother far too early in
life, I know first-hand the importance of
preventing the devastating onset of breast
cancer. I also know that genetic screening
is one of the most important tools in the
fight against this and many of the other
diseases that plague Jewish communities.
I learned that Ashkenazi Jews are 10 times
more likely to carry a BRCA mutation, a
genetic change that increases the likelihood
of breast, ovarian, prostate, and pancreatic
cancer — even when there is no one else
in the family with related cancers. That is

JSU News
JSU IN ISRAEL. The Jewish Student
Union’s JSU GO, recently, was the trip of a
lifetime for Atlanta-area Jewish high school
students. Led by Rabbi Chaim Neiditch,
it allowed participants to learn more
about their Jewish heritage and culture by
interfacing with the history, people, and land
of Israel. Students hiked through waterfalls
in the Judean Desert and the Golan Heights,
enjoyed torpedo boating, snorkeled in
Eilat’s Red Sea, kayaked down the Jordan

JSU teens in Israel

River, rappelled off the cliffs of the Upper
Galilee mountain range, navigated a water
obstacle course in the Sea of the Galilee,
and more.
HONORED BY THE GEORGIA HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES. Rabbi Chaim

Peyton Edelson and her mom
a chilling statistic that needs to be taken
seriously. In this day and age, knowledge
is power, and knowing you have a BRCA
mutation before you get cancer might not
only save your life but that of your children
as well. While it is too late for my mother,
genetic testing could prevent countless
others in the Jewish community from
suffering such a loss.
It is for both my mom and the
preservation of the Jewish community that
I now hope to spread awareness of and
increase accessibility to genetic testing for
the BRCA genes, and it is this personal
connection that now drives me to be an

advocate for JScreen’s new PEACH BRCA
testing initiative.
The PEACH (Program for Evaluation
of Ashkenazi Cancer Heritability) BRCA
Study is a joint initiative of Emory
University’s JScreen program and Winship
Cancer Institute. The study will provide free
genetic screening for men and women with
Ashkenazi Jewish background in metro
Atlanta who do not have a personal or close
family history of BRCA-related cancers but
are at increased risk for carrying a BRCA
mutation based on their ancestry. A person
who tests positive for a BRCA mutation
is at significant risk for developing certain
cancers, including breast, ovarian, prostate,
and pancreatic. Those who learn that they
have a mutation will be provided with
options for cancer risk reduction and will be
referred for appropriate follow-up care.
Eligible participants will provide
a saliva sample for detailed testing of
their BRCA1 and BRCA2 genes and
will receive their results from a certified
genetic counselor by phone or secure video
conference.
The PEACH BRCA Study is made
possible thanks to the generosity of the
Marcus Foundation, the Florence and
Laurence Spungen Family Foundation,
the Kay Family Foundation Fund of the
Community Foundation of Greater Atlanta,
and The Jewish Women’s Fund of Atlanta.
For more information, visit jscreen.org/
brca.
Peyton Edelson is a rising junior at the
University of Georgia, where she is studying
political science and sociology. She is
interning with JScreen this summer.

Neiditch, executive director of the Jewish
Student Union (JSU), was honored by the
Georgia House of Representatives recently.
The leadership of Fulton County Schools
nominated Rabbi Neiditch for this honor
for his many years of service providing
guidance and leadership to the school
system administration, especially through
very challenging times, and for being a
leader and role model impacting the lives of
thousands of students.
RABBI
NEIDITCH
ADDRESSES
GRADUATES. For the ninth time, JSU
Executive Director Rabbi Chaim Neiditch
was selected to be the guest speaker at a
public high school graduation baccalaureate.
Once again, he was a keynote speaker at
the Centennial High School Graduation
Baccalaureate Ceremony. Rabbi Neiditch
offered the graduates advice about setting
life goals, believing in themselves, and the
importance of treasuring family, especially
parents and siblings.

Rabbi Chaim Neiditch, far right
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Breaking the cycle
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BY Leslie
Rubin, MD
Over the centuries, ours is a history,
culture, and society that has traversed
the globe seeking opportunity, safety,
and accommodation. Because of this,
our people have been influenced by the
many and varied customs, traditions, and
laws of the societies in which we lived;
however, uniquely we have clung to and
been guided by the morals and teaching
of our Judaism.
Through the centuries, we have
understood and supported the overarching
concept of a communal society with the
understanding of the responsibility each
of us has for others individually and
collectively.
Our annual observance of Pesach,
reminds us of our slavery in Egypt, and
our redemption by Hashem. Every year
when we tell the story of the Exodus from
Egypt, we are required to re-enact the
story as if we are the slaves, and that we
are being redeemed. This exercise tries to
teach us what it feels like to be a slave,
what it means to experience freedom, and
what it meant to receive the gift of the
Torah to guide our communal and spiritual
lives. On a daily basis we are called upon
to remember that we were strangers in the
land of Egypt, and we are also reminded
every day in our morning payers that we
should “leave the crops of the edge of the
field for the poor” with the original:
When you reap the harvest of your
land, you shall not reap all the way to
the corner of your field or gather the
gleanings of your harvest. You shall not
pick your vineyard bare or gather the
fallen fruit of your vineyard; you shall
leave them for the poor and the stranger.
(Leviticus 19:9 in Parsha Kedoshim).
With these annual and daily
reminders, we are constantly made aware
of people among us who are struggling
to survive because of deprivation,
oppression, or persecution. We are also
required to express gratitude to Hashem
for every little thing we enjoy — the food
we eat, the liquid we drink, and for our
health, which we do with the blessing
of shehecheyanu v’kiyimanu vihigiyanu
lizman hazeh (Blessed are You, L-rd
our G-d, King of the Universe, who has
granted us life, sustained us and enabled
us to reach this occasion).
We are also reminded on a daily basis
to honor our father and mother, perform
deeds of kindness, show hospitality to
strangers, visit the sick, and escort the
dead. In these deeds we are constantly
reminded that each one of us is part of a

community and a society, and each of us
has a responsibility for each other. How
can we not then look at those around us
who are less fortunate than us and see
what we can do for them?
It says in the Mishna that “whoever
saves the life of a single individual,
it is as if he or she is saving the whole
world!” (Sanhedrin 4:5) None of us alone
can change the world single-handedly; it
requires collective effort. It is said that
B’raishit, in the beginning, the earth and
heaven were one, until G-d separated
them. Now, the only way to bring us closer
to heaven is through good deeds, and if
enough of us perform the required Mitzvot,
we will have the ultimate redemption of
connecting with heaven and Hashem.
So, in that spirit, we all strive to make a
difference in the world, to make it a better
place and the concept of Tikkun Olam
— making the world right, for which we
all have responsibility — and to leave a
better world for our children and for our
children’s children.
As a practicing pediatrician, who
moved to Atlanta from South Africa, I
realized that not all children have an equal
chance to reach their full potential and
fulfill their dreams. Some children grow
up in poverty and lack a good education,
and they are not able to take advantage

of opportunities that come with a good
education. In addition, those children
who grow up poor are more likely to
have many health and developmental
conditions and suffer as adults as well
from adverse physical and mental health
conditions. The cycle diagram above
illustrates this scenario and demonstrates
that, sadly, the families get trapped in this
cycle. Individually, each one of us can
make a small difference and collectively
it becomes a big difference for many
children.
Imbued with these concepts by my
Jewish heritage and my professional code,
I founded a not-for-profit called Break the
Cycle of Health Disparities, Inc., and, in
partnership with the Southeast Pediatric
Environmental Health Specialty Unit
at Emory University, created a program
called Break the Cycle of Children’s
Environmental Health Disparities. Every
year we work with 10 students from
different universities around the country
and the world to develop projects that will
break the cycle. At the end of the project
period the students present their work at an
annual national conference in Atlanta, and
they are required to write up their projects
for publication in an international journal.
To date, we have had 14 annual programs
with about 150 students from about 50

university departments in the USA. In
addition, we have had students from Latin
America, Africa, and Europe. Out of this,
we have published more than 100 journal
articles and 10 books of student papers.
These students then go out into the world
and make a positive difference in their
lives and their communities.
Our goal is to expand the program
and the projects to reach more students
and do more projects, because every little
effort makes a difference and, as it says in
Pirkei Avot 2:16: It is not incumbent upon
you to finish the task, but neither are you
free to absolve yourself from it.
Please feel free to check out our
website breakthecycleprogram.org/ for
more details.
Leslie Rubin, MD, is a Developmental
Pediatrician, founder of the Rubin
Center for Autism, and is affiliated with
Morehouse and Emory University Schools
of Medicine. In addition, he directs
interdisciplinary clinical programs for
children with Autism, Cerebral Palsy,
and other developmental disabilities
at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta at
Hughes Spalding. In 2004 he founded the
not-for-profit Break the Cycle of Children’s
Environmental Health Disparities.
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Kosher Affairs
BY Roberta
Scher

Summer is here and it’s time to take
it easy (I do try!), sit back, and enjoy a tall
glass of sweetened iced tea. Yes, that’s a
staple in my house. But before I “fix” my
tea, I will share some news.
Several of my dear friends have recently
published books.
Meta Miller and Chana Shapiro have
followed
up
their first book,
Fruitfly Rabbi,
with a sequel,
The Rabbi’s in
Trouble.
For
those readers
who
were
following the
life and loves
of Rabbi Josh
Stein,
the
newest book
will
give
you closure.
Take both
books
with
you to the beach. They are available
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on Amazon.
Our dear friend Dr. Perry Brickman
has published his first book, Extracted:
Unmasking Rampant Antisemitism in
America’s Higher Education. This powerful
investigative book is a comprehensive study
of antisemitism in the Emory Dental School
from 1948 to 1961. For half a century, Perry
harbored a deep and personally painful
secret: that he and many others had been
failed out of Emory’s dental school because
they were Jewish.
Perry’s fact-finding journey took him
around the country, interviewing victims and
perpetrators of the dental school’s rampant
antisemitism and its notorious dean, John
Buhler. It is a troubling look into a decade in
which opposition was silenced and many in
the local Jewish community were fearful to
dig deeper.
Extracted exposes “antisemitism that
affected the dental profession in twentiethcentury America — the personal tragedies,
the faces, and the individual stories of shame
and humiliation.” This is a must-read for
everyone, particularly Jewish Atlantans. You
will recognize many of the names on these
pages. For those who may not know, Perry
has a celebrity wife, the lovely Shirley, who
tirelessly and lovingly accompanied and
supported him on his decade-long mission to
uncover the truth.

July-August 2019
Costco is very responsive, so email or call,
and let them know what you think. Kosher
sections can be found at the Brookhaven
and Peachtree Dunwoody stores.

Teva Ribeye Steak
Perry Brickman with his book,
Extracted: Unmasking Rampant
Antisemitism in America’s Higher
Education
FOOD NEWS
I have recently discovered that many
Delta Sky Clubs in the U.S., including the
Hartsfield-Jackson location, offer kosher
food on request. I hope to share a list of
kosher-friendly locations in future columns.
Longtime Costco kosher meat supplier
Solomon’s could not keep up with customer
demand. Due to recurring shortages, Costco
had to change vendors, and has switched
to Teva. I have sampled the Teva rib steaks
(excellent) and the London broil, which is
actually six very thin pieces in a package.
I notified the store and the corporate buyer
about my disappointment with the London
broil, and for now, I would not recommend
this cut. The kosher Teva meat can be found
on the frozen aisle, and it is also available
in first-cut brisket, ground beef, and minute
steaks. Unfortunately, flanken ribs, a
favorite, are not yet available from Teva.

If you are planning a road trip this
summer, heading to a condo destination,
I am sharing my packing list and family
travel tips. Yes, our car is usually overpacked, not with clothes, but with food and
cooking supplies. You can access my entire
travel feature on KosherEye.com with this
link: koshereye.com/koshereye-features/inthe-spotlight.html.

It is with sadness that we share news
of the passing of Juli Meni, caterer and cofounder of Atlanta’s kosher dairy restaurant
Formaggio Mio. Our condolences to her son
Gilad and her family.
Wishing all a safe, sensational, and
scrumptious rest of the summer!
See KOSHER AFFAIR RECIPES, page 34

What’s cooking? Email kosheraffairs@gmail.com. This column is meant to provide the
reader with current trends and developments in the kosher marketplace. Since standards of
kashruth certification vary, check with the AKC or your local kashruth authority to confirm
reliability.

WE STAND
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Atlanta Kosher BBQ Festival
returns to City Springs
The 7th annual Atlanta Kosher
BBQ Festival, presented by the
Hebrew Order of David, will
return to City Springs, in
Sandy Springs, for the second
straight year, on Sunday,
September 8, from 11:00 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. The centerpiece
of the festival, the BBQ
competition, is the largest Kosher
competition in the Southeast. All kashrut
laws will be observed and monitored by the
Atlanta Kashrut Commission.
Several fan favorites will return for
2019, including music provided by the
Atlanta Jewish Music Festival, the Kids
Zone on City Green, and Atlanta’s best
Kosher caterers. Keith’s Corner BBQ, led
by festival co-founder Keith Marks, will
also be taking orders for AKC-certified
smoked briskets packaged for Rosh
Hashanah, which will be three weeks after
the festival. In addition, more water and soft
drink kiosks will be provided throughout
the festival site.
Teams will compete to make the best
brisket, ribs, chicken, and chili, as judged
by local experts according to Kansas City
Barbecue Society rules. Those rules govern
many BBQ competitions nationally and
worldwide.
Defending champions in each category
include:
• Brisket: Sandy Springs Police
		 Department Blue Smoke
• Chili: Sons of BBQ
• Chicken: We Don’t Give a Ham
• Beef Ribs: Griller’s Pride Limp
		Brisket
• Grand Champion: Brisketeers

		
“City Springs proved to
be a terrific venue, and we are
so happy to be back this year,”
said Jody Pollack, the festival’s
executive director and one
of the event’s co-founders.
“We’re expecting more than
4,000 visitors for this year’s
event, in addition to more teams.
Expanding our silent auction and our
musical entertainment will just add to the
exciting atmosphere we’ve created around
the event. We’re happy to see Sandy Springs
becoming a hub for Jewish activities and a
place where more and more people can
experience our unique food culture.”
“We’re happy to see the Kosher BBQ
Festival return to City Springs this year,”
said Sandy Springs Mayor Rusty Paul.
“Events such as the BBQ Festival help
create and build a sense of community.
City Springs was created with the intent of
hosting many events to bring together the
community for fun and camaraderie.”

Here to help find
meaning and purpose
through community,
to help uncover the deep possibilities
within our Jewish identity.

Keith’s Corner BBQ brisket sandwich,
a crowd favorite (photo: Suncoast
Media)
Attendees will be able to sample
brisket, ribs, chicken, and chili from the
more than 25 teams. Brisket sandwiches
and platters will be available for purchase.
For updated information about
the Atlanta Kosher BBQ Festival and
Competition,
including
sponsorship
opportunities, silent auction donations, and
team registration, visit theatlantakosherbbq.
com, email pitboss@theatlantakosherbbq.
com, or call 770-580-3897.

More than
4,000 visitors
are expected
for the 7th
Annual Atlanta
Kosher BBQ
Festival,
presented by
the Hebrew
Order of
David (photo:
Suncoast
Media)

Explore the possiblities at JewishAtlanta.org
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Your “Bubba” knew us! Your parents grew us!
Visit our table at both:
’19 Nosh Fest at Temple Kol Emeth
Sept 1 & 2
’19 Atlanta Kosher BBQ Festival at
City Springs in Sandy Springs Sept 8

RECOVERY HAPPENS
If you, or someone you love, is struggling
with substance abuse, HAMSA can help.
Call 1-833-HAMSA-HELPS or visit HamsaHelps.org

HAMSA
Helping Atlantans
Manage Substance Abuse

Love Your Child. Protect Your Child.
Society of Former Special Agents
of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Atlanta Chapter

Our Lodge will be featuring
oﬃcial CHILD ID kits!
For more information, please contact:
Harry Lutz at harry.lutz.45@gmail.com or Helen Scherrer-Diamond at
helenscherrerdiamond@gmail.com
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Kosher Korner
BY Reuven
Stein
The Atlanta Kashruth Commission
publishes an annual Kosher Guide with all
the kosher information you need. For more
information or to request a copy, call the
AKC, at 404-634-4063.
Visit
kosheratlanta.org/blog-gridview-with-sidebar/ to receive timely kosher
alerts. Names on this list are not passed on
to other groups.
Please support the local kosher
establishments listed below.
KOSHER DAIRY RESTAURANTS
Formaggio Mio
2157 Briarcliff Road, Atlanta 30329, 678973-0360
A Healthy Touch
5342 Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody 30338,
678-812-3986
KOSHER MEAT RESTAURANTS –
ALL GLATT
Chai Peking (Inside Kroger Toco Hill)
2205 LaVista Road 30329, 404-327-7810
Chinese takeout
Sunday-Thursday, 11:00 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Friday, 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Fuego Mundo
5590 Roswell Road, The Prado, Sandy
Springs 30342, 404-256-4330
fuegomundo.com
South American cuisine
Sunday-Thursday, 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Friday, 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Saturday night hours vary
Pita Grille
4365 Roswell Road, Suite 4360, Atlanta
30342, 404-500-4339
Israeli fare
Sunday-Thursday, 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Friday, 11:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
Pita Palace
1658 LaVista Road, Atlanta 30329, 404781-PITA
Authentic Israeli fare and pareve
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Monday-Thursday, 11:00 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Friday, 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Tiptop Kosher Market
2211 Savoy Drive, Atlanta 30341, 470-3652994
Specialty grocery store and meat restaurant
Sunday-Wednesday, 9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
Friday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Atlanta 30328, 770-352-8660
Kosher dairy bakery
Under the supervision of the Circle-K

OTHER KOSHER ESTABLISHMENTS

DONUT STORES

Ali’s Cookies
1255-34 Johnson Ferry Road, Marietta
30068, 770-971-8566 (this store only)
shipacookie.com
Dairy and pareve baked goods, candy

Krispy Kreme Donuts:
295 Ponce De Leon Avenue, Atlanta, 404876-7307
299 Cobb Parkway, Marietta, 770-425-0374
6689 Highway 85, Riverdale, 770-997-6210
Mall of GA Store #56, Buford, 770-8311174
The AKC certifies the donuts only. Prepackaged beverages sold in the front of the
facility must be checked individually. The
stores have a kosher letter and sticker on the
door with the AKC kosher symbol. The AKC
also supervises the Atlanta commissary that
provides donuts for various establishments,
as well as pre-packaged donuts sold in
supermarkets. The pre-packaged donuts
need to either have the #149 or the initials
AKC on the inkjet.

Cinnaholic
1230 Caroline Street, Atlanta 30307, 404343-0805
cinnaholic.com
Griller’s Pride
3939 McElroy Road, Atlanta 30340, 770454-8108
Delivery of glatt kosher meat
grillerspride.com
The Kosher Gourmet
2153 Briarcliff Road, Atlanta 30329, 404636-1114
kgatl.com or sgilmer@kgatl.com
Deli, butcher, baked goods, specialty grocer,
and delivery
Kroger, Orchard Park
2090 Dunwoody Club Drive, Atlanta 30350,
770-391-9035
Glatt kosher fish, meat, and deli
Kroger, Sandy Springs
227 Sandy Springs Place, Atlanta 30328,
404-256-3434
Pas Yisroel bakery department
Kroger, Toco Hill
2205 LaVista Road, Atlanta 30329, 404633-8694
Glatt kosher fish, meat, and deli; Pas Yisroel
bakery departments
Publix Super Market
2969 North Druid Hills Road, Atlanta
30329, 404-638-6022
Glatt kosher meat and fish department, deli,
sub shop, kosher dairy, and pareve bakery
departments
Sublime Doughnuts
2566 Briarcliff Road, Atlanta 30329, 404315-6899
sublimedoughnuts.com
The Spicy Peach
2887 North Druid Hills Road, Atlanta
30329, 404-334-7200
Kosher specialty market and takeout
Whole Foods Market, Chamblee
5001 Peachtree Blvd, Atlanta, GA 30341
Kosher fish cuttings on Wednesdays
Costco, Brookhaven
500 Brookhaven Avenue, Atlanta 30319,
404-460-1915
Kosher dairy bakery
Under the supervision of the Circle-K
Costco, Dunwoody
6350 Peachtree Dunwoody Road NE,

BANQUET HALLS WITH
KOSHER CATERING AVAILABLE
Grand Hyatt Atlanta
3300 Peachtree Road, Atlanta 30305, 404364-3940
Heritage Hall
(inside Congregation Beth Jacob)
1855 LaVista Road, Atlanta 30329, 404633-0551
InterContinental Buckhead Hotel
3315 Peachtree Road NE, Atlanta 30326,
404-946-9000
The Georgia Aquarium/Wolfgang Puck
Catering
225 Baker Street, Atlanta 30313, 404-5814125
Sheraton Atlanta Hotel
165 Courtland Street NE, Atlanta 30303,
404-586-3346
KOSHER PAREVE WEDDING CAKES
Ali’s Cookies
770-971-8566
Publix Toco Hill Bakery
404-638-6022
KOSHER CATERING
ESTABLISHMENTS
The caterers listed below are under
the supervision of the AKC. This means,
minimally, that all food produced by these
caterers on their premises are certified
kosher under the supervision of a mashgiach.
Most of the kosher restaurants also have
catering available. Once the product leaves
the caterer’s facility, conditions may vary.
Some customers may request continued
supervision, so that the event, in all of
its facets, is under kosher supervision;
others may not. If an event is under AKC
supervision, there must be a mashgiach
present. If a mashgiach is not present, it is
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not under AKC supervision. It is up to the
individual to determine if an event produced
by a kosher caterer is under supervision at
the venue of service.
Avenue K Catering
Based at Chabad of Cobb, 770-578-1110
Redefining glatt kosher events
avenuekosher.com
Bijan’s and Broadway Catering
2191-B Briarcliff Road, Atlanta 30329, 770457-4578
All-occasion full-service meat, dairy, or
pareve catering with baked goods
For All Occasions and More Catering
5200 Northland Drive, Atlanta 30342, 770565-8710
Based at Atlanta Jewish Academy; fullservice kosher catering
Fuego Mundo
5590 Roswell Road, The Prado, Sandy
Springs 30342, 404-256-4330
fuegomundo.com
Full catering, pick-up orders, and Shabbat
meals
Keith’s Corner Bar-B-Que
Keith.kcbbq@gmail.com, keithscornerbbq.
com, 404-250-1227
The Kosher Gourmet
2153 Briarcliff Road, Atlanta 30329, 404636-1114
kgatl.com, sgilmer@kgatl.com
Full-service glatt kosher, take-out, and
catering
A Kosher Touch
5342 Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody 30338,
678-447-2085
ICE CREAM STORES
Bruster’ s Ice Cream
2095 LaVista Road, 404-320-7166
Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt
3011 North Druid Hills Road, 404-228-6229
The Spicy Peach
2887 North Druid Hills Road, 404-3347200
Frozen Cholov Yisroel soft serve and ice
cream
Rabbi Reuven Stein is director of supervision
for the Atlanta Kashruth Commission, a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting
kashruth through education, research, and
supervision.
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Recipes

Kosher Affairs Recipes continued from page 30

Parve Cheese Nachos

Salmon with Chile Lime Sauce

My thanks to my daughter, Marcy Kalnitz,
for this simple, delicious recipe. It can be
used as an appetizer or a full meal.

I recently discovered Chile lime seasoning, a
popular South American seasoning mixture.
It is delicious on salmon or as a guacamole
ingredient.

1 large bag (approximately 14 ounces) of
tortilla chips — any assortment
1 container WayFare parve nacho or
jalapeño dip*
Optional additions for fully loaded nachos:
parve meat crumbles or real ground beef;
halved cherry tomatoes; olives; fresh
sliced jalapeños; canned, drained, and
rinsed black beans; corn
Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
Spread tortilla chips on large sheet
pan. Top with dip and any optional
ingredients. Bake until cheese topping is
melted.
Serve hot or warm.
*WayFare brand nondairy dips are
available at The Spicy Peach and The
Kosher Gourmet. This recipe can be made
dairy as well with real cheese. Just omit
the real meat.

1lb.
boneless
fresh
salmon
1/2-1 teaspoon Chile
lime seasoning (such as
Trader Joe’s)
2 teaspoons extra-virgin
olive oil
1/3 cup canned fried
onion crisps (such as
French’s)
Optional: jarred mangos
Pre-heat oven to 400 Trader Joe’s
Chile Lime
degrees.
Sauce
Place thawed salmon
on a parchment-lined
sheet pan. Brush olive oil on salmon. Shake
liberally with Chile lime seasoning, and top
with onion crisps. Place mangos around
salmon.
Bake at 400 degrees for about 20
minutes or until done (about 140-145
degrees).
Cover salmon with foil and let sit at
room temperature about 5-10 minutes.
Serve with corn on the cob, rice, or
mashed potatoes.
NOTE: Whole Foods, Peachtree Boulevard,
provides an AKC kosher cutting of salmon
each Wednesday. Call the store before you
go.

WayFare Jalapeño, Cheddar, and
Nacho Cheddar Dips
-----

BUSINESS
BITS
By Marsha Liebowitz

----Southern Summer Salad
This is a seasonal family favorite, especially

NEW AT THE TEMPLE. Amy HelmanDarley is the new development manager
at The Temple. Prior to joining The
Temple staff, she was with KimberlyClark and has 10 years prior experience
serving the Jewish community at the
Marcus Jewish Community Center of
Atlanta (MJCCA) in numerous roles,
most recently as director of Teens and
Israel Programs. Her love of Judaism and
the Atlanta Jewish community brought
her back to the Jewish professional world.
Helman-Darley has a B.A. degree from
The University of Georgia and an M.P.A
in non-profit management from Georgia
State University. She lives in Roswell
with her husband, Michael, and their three
children.

when the tomatoes and basil are fresh.
Serves about 6-8
2 cups corn (fresh, if available, or frozen,
thawed, and drained)
1 cup grape tomatoes, halved
1 avocado, cut into 1/2-inch cubes
1/4 cup scallions or Vidalia onions, chopped
finely
1/4 cup cilantro or basil, chopped
Optional: 1/2 lb. or more kosher faux surimi
crab, chunked
Dressing:
1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil
Zest of one lime
1 1/2 tablespoons fresh-lime juice
Sea salt and freshly ground pepper to taste
Cook corn until just tender.
In a large serving bowl, combine salad
ingredients.
Mix dressing and pour over the salad.
Gently toss well, and taste for seasoning,
adding salt or pepper, if desired. Garnish
with additional cilantro or basil
----Easy No-Bake Coconut Cream Pie*
1 9” store bought or homemade graham
cracker piecrust
2 boxes — 3.4 ounces each — coconut or
vanilla instant pudding mix
3 1/2 cups coconut milk, chilled
1 cup shredded coconut
2 cups (divided) fresh dairy heavy cream
whipped, or parve Rich Whip, whipped
Optional topping: 1 cup toasted coconut
Chill the piecrust.
Whip the cream until stiff.
In a large bowl, combine pudding mix
and coconut milk; whisk until smooth. Stir
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in shredded coconut. Pour mixture into
piecrust. Cover and cool in refrigerator for
at least 4 hours.
Top with remaining whipped cream
and toasted coconut. Store covered in
refrigerator.
To toast coconut: Preheat oven to 350
degrees. Spread coconut on a parchmentcovered sheet pan, and toast in oven for
3-4 minutes. Watch carefully to avoid
burning. Let cool before topping pie.
* This is the basic recipe for any nobake cream pie — it is delicious as a
lemon or chocolate cream pie. Just omit
the coconut, and use different flavors
of pudding. Almond, soy milk, or dairy
whole milk can be used instead of coconut
milk as well.
----My recipe for Sweet Southern Iced Tea,
Y’all!
Sit back, relax, and enjoy a summer sip.
2 quarts water
1/2 cup sugar (or more if you wish)*
4 family-size tea bags (I use Luzianne
iced tea bags)
Fresh mint leaves
Fresh lemon, lime, or orange slices
Bring water and sugar to boil. Simmer
until sugar dissolves. Remove from flame.
Add tea bags. Let steep at room
temperature about 1 hour. Remove tea
bags.
When serving, add a slice of citrus
and a mint leaf or two.
*Add more sugar to boiling mixture if you
like sweeter tea.

WE
STAND

A

WITH
ISRAEL
Amy Helman-Darley
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Limmud trains young adult leaders
Eight budding Atlanta Jewish leaders are
participating in the six-month Young Adult
Development (YAD) program of Limmud
Atlanta + Southeast. The selective leadershiptraining program for 22- to 30-year-olds
supports the exploration of Atlanta’s Jewish
community and involvement in LimmudFest
at Ramah Darom on Labor Day weekend.
YADs connect with and learn from local
Jewish professionals and community leaders.
“We are looking to empower young
adults to become the next generation of
Jewish leaders,” said Gabrielle Adler, the
YAD program coordinator. Participants were
selected based on recommendations by lay
leaders and Jewish communal professionals
in Atlanta.
LimmudFest Chair Yoni Kaplan noted
that past YADs have become Limmud board
members, leadership team members, and
festival chairs. “This talented cohort brings
diverse skills to the Limmud community,”
Kaplan said in a statement, “and Gabrielle is
the perfect person to lead them through their
experience.”
The YADs will join hundreds of
participants, August 30 to September 2, for
LimmudFest, a festival of Jewish thought,
culture, life, learning, and teaching.
MEET THE FELLOWS
Nikki Berne grew up in Sandy Springs
and now lives in Midtown Atlanta. She
holds a BA in special education, with a
concentration in deaf education, from
Georgia State University. Nikki is the Jewish
Kids Groups (JKG) Sunday Education
director, overseeing JKG’s growing Sunday
program, including teachers and curriculum.
Nikki loves art, yoga, camping, hiking, and
summer camp. She also volunteers teaching
sign language to children with Down
syndrome and their families.
Trevor Dworetz grew up in Metro
Atlanta. After attending University of
Michigan, working for two years in
Washington, D.C., and backpacking around
the world for nine months, he returned
to Atlanta in the spring of 2018. Trevor

AAA

Page 35

Nikki Berne

Trevor Dworetz

Rachel Moldovan

Shira Pollio

Diane Radloff

Adam Shavin

Joshua Toch

Isaac Wittenstein

enjoys playing basketball, volunteering, and
reading.
Rachel Moldovan holds a master’s in
teaching, with a concentration in foreign
language education. She previously taught
high school French and fourth-grade
reading, writing, social studies, and socialemotional learning at the Kindezi School
in Atlanta’s Old Fourth Ward. This will
be her fifth year teaching. She completed
the TALMA Fellowship in Israel for ESL
(English as a second language) last summer.
She has served as a seventh-grade lead
teacher at JKG Sunday and a K-5 teacher
at JKG Afterschool, and she has taught at
In the City Camp and other summer camps
around Atlanta. In her free time, she enjoys
kayaking, hiking, vegan food, traveling, and
language learning.
Shira Pollio graduated from Berry
College in 2016, with a B.A. in performance
studies. She applies the spontaneity and joy

she found in previous work in theater to her
new passion for early childhood education.
She works at the B’nai Torah Preschool,
and, when not collaborating with her
toddler students on developing new Jewish
superheroes, she is always available for a
spot of pretend tea and a discussion of the
meaning of life.
Diane Radloff currently works in
nonprofit development as the advancement
specialist for Zoo Atlanta. She graduated
from Kennesaw State University in 2014.
The daughter of a naval officer, Diane,
along with her family, moved to Dunwoody,
Georgia, in 2006 from Misawa, Japan.
When Diane isn’t working to save species
from the brink of extinction, you can find
her babysitting or volunteering at the local
shelter.
Adam Shavin grew up in Sandy Springs
and graduated from the Hartt School of
Music, in West Hartford, Connecticut.

We Stand With Israel

Since moving back to Atlanta in 2016, he
has been working as an editor, artist, and
arts professional. A resident of the AtlantaVirginia Highland Moishe House, as of
November 2018, Adam has also found
fulfillment in taking on a role as a leader in
the Jewish community.
Joshua Toch moved to Atlanta recently
from California for work at IBM. He is
excited to meet new people and learn new
things. He loves to run, ski, and eat hot
sauce. He is currently a resident of Moishe
House Atlanta-Virginia Highland.
Isaac Wittenstein is a current resident of
Moishe House Atlanta-Toco Hills, a LEADS
leader, and a member of the NextGen
Steering Committee. Outside of the Jewish
community, he is an operations analyst
at a healthcare startup and is involved in
the Atlanta startup community. In his free
time, he enjoys exploring the city, hiking,
camping, and traveling.
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Federation News
ECKOFF TO HELM ATLANTA JEWISH
FOUNDATION. Christy Butler Eckoff,
J.D., L.L.M., is joining Jewish Federation
of Greater Atlanta (Federation) as chief
foundation officer and managing director
of the Atlanta Jewish Foundation (AJF) on
August 12, following an extensive national
search for candidates.
“We are thrilled to welcome Christy
and greatly anticipate her leadership in
positioning the foundation as a key driver for
us to be the philanthropic champion in our
community,” says Eric Robbins, president
and CEO, Federation. “By giving donors
world-class philanthropic advice to help
them grow their assets, Christy’s extensive
experience working with large nonprofits
has positioned her well to serve at the helm
of AJF, the custodian of Jewish community
resources. AJF has a deep understanding of
community needs and the organizations that
are addressing them.”
In 2018, AJF gave more than $31
million in grants to 954 organizations and
has given more than $300 million to the
community since the foundation’s inception.
“In addition to solid credentials in law
and taxation, Christy is a superb relationship
builder and will be an incredible fit to work
with donors and fundholders,” continues
Robbins. “As our chief foundation officer,
she enters with a bold mandate to make AJF
the go-to place for planned giving, asset
management, and Jewish generosity.”
AJF currently manages $328.5 million
in assets for the Jewish community. Under
Eckoff’s leadership, the organization will
work toward the goal of growing its portfolio
to managing $1 billion over the next decade.
“I am so thankful for the opportunity
to lead the Atlanta Jewish Foundation, an
organization that has always been close to
my heart,” says Eckoff. “AJF helps donors
manage philanthropic investments wisely
and at the same time, helps them express
their highest philanthropic priorities. Both
of these tasks excite and inspire me. I look
forward to bringing my experience working
with nonprofits doing meaningful work and
applying it to the mission of strengthening
the Jewish community.”
A recognized national expert on
donor-advised funds, asset-based giving,
and charitable planning, Eckoff brings
more than 12 years of experience at large
foundations, including the Georgia State
University Foundation and, most recently,
the Community Foundation for Greater
Atlanta, where she served as managing
director, philanthropic counsel. Prior to
her foundation work, Eckoff practiced law
as an attorney for 15 years, during which
she worked with taxpayers, charitable
foundations, trusts, private foundations, and
nonprofit organizations.
As the managing director, philanthropic
counsel of the Community Foundation for
Greater Atlanta, Eckoff executed innovative
philanthropic solutions, led business
development, and more than doubled

the assets of the foundation. Under her
leadership, the foundation secured major and
planned gifts, including a $104 million gift
of privately held assets to establish a donoradvised fund, the largest gift of privately
held assets in the history of the Community
Foundation for Greater Atlanta.
Eckoff is a current board member of
the National Association of Charitable
Gift Planners, AdNet for Community
Foundations,
Association of
Fundraising
Professionals
Political
A c t i o n
Committee
Board,
and
G e o r g i a
P l a n n e d
G i v i n g
Council. She
served
as
president
of Christy Butler Eckoff, J.D., L.L.M
the
Georgia
Planned Giving Council, 2016-2017, and
Association of Fundraising Professionals
Greater Atlanta Chapter, 2014-2016.
PROPEL INNOVATION GRANTS. As part
of its commitment to driving philanthropy
in the Jewish community, Federation has
awarded 10 PROPEL Innovation Grants
to Atlanta-based organizations that are
reimagining Jewish life in Atlanta.
“Federation Innovation exists to help
bring Jewish possibilities to life,” says Jodi
Mansbach, chief impact officer, Federation.
“We support new ideas for how people can
live Jewishly in Atlanta and engage with
the community, whether that’s providing
new support services or reimagining the
way Jews connect with each other in the
community or everyday life.”
Federation Innovation received 45
proposals for the PROPEL Innovation
Grant. The 10 winners will receive grants
ranging from $10,000 to $25,000, totaling a
community investment of $200,000.
“The PROPEL Innovation Grant
helps launch transformative, creative, and
scalable projects that can impact Jewish
life,” says Jori Mendel, vice president,
Federation Innovation. “This year’s class
of Jewish Atlanta Changemakers, as we call
the PROPEL recipients, are committed to
making Jewish life accessible to more Jews
and their loved ones in Atlanta. Our goal is
to expand access to Jewish experiences — in
our homes, around the table, and within the
community. The PROPEL Innovation Grant
helps make that possible for everyone.”
The 2019 PROPEL recipients include
organizations and entrepreneurs serving
Jews who are school-aged through older
adulthood. Many of the selected initiatives
are focused on supporting underserved
populations in the Jewish community,
including people with disabilities, people
of color, the LGBTQ community, and those

facing mental health and substance abuse
challenges.
“Federation has become a vital partner
for Hillel at Georgia Tech and Hillels of
Georgia,” says Lauren Blazofsky, director,
Hillel at Georgia Tech. “Their support
has enabled us to be a changemaker and
innovator in the Jewish community through
programs that otherwise would have been
challenging for us to get off the ground on
our own. Thanks to the PROPEL Innovation
Grant, Hillel at Georgia Tech is able to
innovate the way students engage in tikkun
olam and make a real difference in our
community.”
The 10 recipients of the 2019 PROPEL
Innovation Grant are:
• Hillel Georgia Tech — Tikkun Olam
Makers (TOM)
Engaging Georgia Tech and the larger
Jewish community, TOM aims to innovate
assistive devices for those with disabilities
through a three-day “makeathon.” The goal
is to partner need-knowers (with a disability)
and makers to help develop innovative
solutions.
• AgeWell Atlanta — Information and
Referral Concierge
Atlanta is home to one of the fastestgrowing senior communities in the country.
Most older adults prefer to stay in their own
homes as they age, which increases the need
for a coordinated system of care. This grant
will enable AgeWell Atlanta to respond by
creating a centralized concierge, through
which older adults and caregivers can
access a coordinated continuum of services
supporting maximum wellness, wherever
they reside.
• OneTable Atlanta — Atlanta Fellow
This program will empower underserved
populations in building their own Jewish
community, focusing on engaging Jewishly
underserved demographic areas and niche
populations (e.g., Jews of color, LGBTQ,
etc.).
• Congregation Bet Haverim —
Community Rabbi
Moving beyond the concept of
membership as the sole “access card”
to communal engagement and rabbinic
support, the community rabbi will provide
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life cycle and other rabbinic services to the
larger community.
• Moishe House
Moishe House will expand the scope of
its successful programs by adding a fourth
house in a brand new part of Atlanta, with
the primary intent to serve underserved
adults in greater Atlanta.
• Marcus Jewish Community Center of
Atlanta — JCC on Wheels
Weekly JCC programming will be
brought to various geographic areas
throughout Metro Atlanta with a JCC
RV — recreational, social, and cultural
programming “delivered to you” and not
constrained by bricks and mortar of existing
Jewish spaces.
• Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta,
Jewish Education Director’s Council
& Atlanta Rabbinical Association —
Reimagining Jewish Education
This initiative leverages teachers as
catalysts for change and empowers them
to use innovative methods and create
user-centric educational opportunities
with support from nationally acclaimed
educational institutions.
• Tradition Kitchen
This entrepreneurial venture is
making kitchens in Atlanta into Jewish
spaces, through Jewish cooking classes in
community members’ homes, taught by
locals ranging from bubbes to famous chefs.
• The Blue Dove Foundation —
Mental Health Responder Toolkit
This comprehensive project will
address mental health and substance abuse
issues through a toolkit and training sessions
for organizational leaders and Jewish camps
to serve as “mental health first responders.”
• Repair the World — Solidarity
Through Service
Seeking to address the fractured
political climate and high income disparity
in Atlanta, this initiative seeks to build
consistent and meaningful volunteer and
service experiences. Repair will offer
community trainings and a robust workshop
series for Jewish community partners who
serve a broad array of populations, reaching
out beyond Repair’s core work serving
millennials.

Federation provides inspiration and skill-building opportunities to encourage
innovation at elementATL, Federation’s co-working space in Atlanta
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Schwartz on Sports
BY Jerry
Schwartz
ROAMING THE “J.” I’ve been a member of
the Atlanta Jewish Community Center since
June of 1966, when my wife, Nancy, and I
moved here from Fort Polk, Louisiana, after I
was discharged from the Army.
For Nancy, it was an especially exciting
time, since she had lived in Atlanta all her life
and was returning to family and friends with
our 18-month-old daughter, Mindy.
One of the first things I did was join the
JCC and sign up for summer softball. That was
the start of 53 consecutive years of involvement
in the sports programs at the “J.” Whether it was
softball, basketball, racquetball, or pickleball, if
the sport had a “ball” at the end of its name, I
was ready to play.
You can imagine how many people I’ve
gotten to know through those experiences. Now
I can include Mature Adult activities such as
Talking Heads, book fairs, and Knowledgewise
presentations.
Over the years, one of my favorite things
has been Roaming the “J” — walking down
Main Street; visiting the three gyms, The Brill
Fitness Center, and other exercise areas; maybe
stopping to get something to eat at the food
court and relaxing at one of the tables, reading
The Jewish Georgian or the Atlanta Jewish
Times; and people watching.
And that’s just the main building. My
roaming includes stopping by the six tennis
courts and watching some of the old timers play
or a women’s ALTA match.
There are two large swimming pools
and recreation areas. I can remember being a
lifeguard here and working at the Day Camp
in 1963, when Zaban Park opened. Boy, did it
seem way out in the country. It was a special
summer, because Nancy and I were engaged.
So, there’s a lot of history and great
memories associated with this special place.
Our three children attended day camp and took
part in lots of activities, and we spent many a
fun-filled Sunday afternoon swimming and
picnicking at Zaban Park.
Fifty years later, I still get a welcoming
and special feeling walking through those front
doors. There’s hardly ever an occasion that I
don’t see someone I know or have a chance to
ask about former teammates or share some past
experiences. There are lots of connections and
good memories here, with lots more to come in
the years ahead.
I’ve been writing this column for The
Jewish Georgian since 2001, and the Atlanta
Jewish Community Center has been a focal
point for many of the articles. Why not? If
you’re a Jewish Georgian, you probably have
had lots of experiences yourself. The “J” is
the center of Jewish activities, and I couldn’t
imagine the Jewish community without it.
2019 MACCABI GAMES. For the past year,

the Marcus Jewish Community Center of
Atlanta has been preparing to host the 2019
JCC Maccabi Games, an Olympic-style sports
competition held each summer in selected
communities in North America. It is the largest
organized sports program for Jewish teenagers
in the world. This year, from July 28-August 4,
it will again be Atlanta’s turn to be one of the
host cities.

to take some of these quotes and use them in
a humorous way, as they relate to the Jewish
Georgian sports scene. Here are 10, with
apologies to Mark Twain, William Shakespeare,
Dr. Seuss, Yogi Berra, and others:
• The man who complains about the way the
ball bounces is likely the one who dropped it...
and, in the JCC Softball League, that could be
lots and lots of guys.
• Bad news isn’t wine. It doesn’t improve
with age...and neither does your three-point
shot without any practice.
• Life isn’t black and white. It’s a hundred
shades of gray...unless the umpire calls it a ball
or a strike.
• Understand that two people can have
entirely different opinions while looking at the
same thing...especially when the ref calls a foul
on you, when you never touched the guy.
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• Many things are easy to learn, but hard to
master...especially the “dink” shot in pickleball.
• I think that the thing to do is to enjoy the
ride while you’re on it...and the game, while
you’re playing it.
• There is no “I” in “team”...but for a lot of
selfish players, there’s a “me” in it.
• There’s a big difference between fishing
and catching...and an even bigger difference
between swinging at and hitting the ball.
• It’s not the size of the dog in the fight, but
the size of the fight in the dog...but having a
6’5” player on our basketball team doesn’t
hurt.
Drive for the bucket and score… and if
you can’t, Stop and Pop.

MISH MASH

By Erin O’Shinskey

Countdown for the Maccabi Games
Just imagine the experiences these Jewish
athletes, ages 12-16, will be having in baseball,
basketball, flag football, soccer, volleyball,
dance, golf, swimming, table tennis, track and
field, Ultimate Frisbee, and bowling. And it’s not
just the athletes — there will be approximately
1,500 volunteers, 500 Jewish host families, 90
coaches, media, and thousands of spectators
there to cheer, celebrate, and connect.
I can remember the opening ceremony in
2001, in Philips Arena, and being part of an
audience of approximately 10,000, watching
1,800 Jewish athletes and coaches from 26
cities in Canada, Israel, and the United States
marching in to officially open the ceremony.
What a night!
Now the Atlanta Jewish community gets
to experience that feeling again at Ameris
Bank Amphitheatre, in Alpharetta, on Sunday,
July 28. Twelve hundred Jewish athletes and
coaches from 36 cities, along with 600 local
athletes, will march in the opening ceremony,
cheered on by 7,000 supporters to officially
start the 2019 JCC Maccabi Games. I hope all
the “Schwartz on Sports” readers will have an
opportunity to be part of this special occasion.
FINISH THE QUOTE. I’ve been a collector
of quotes since I was a teenager. They can be
motivational, educational, or humorous. My
children kid me that I have a disease called
AQFEO (A Quote For Every Occasion). I
admit I’m addicted. There’s no cure, but it’s
harmless, and you can’t die from it. So, I’d like

TOURING ATLANTA LANDMARKS.
Jeremy Katz, director of archives at The
Breman Museum, led 30 seniors on a
Historic Jewish Atlanta Trolley Tour to six
iconic locations: The Temple, Peachtree
Manor Hotel, Americana Motor Hotel,
Leb’s Deli, Rich’s Department Store, and
Prior Tire. The seniors are participants in
Jewish Family & Career Services’ AgeWell
Atlanta Neighborhoods program. Jeremy
engaged the group with his knowledge of
Jewish and Civil Rights history.

Ethan Schloss, Olivia Howard, and
Melina Stein
WEST
POINT
GRADUATES
CELEBRATE 60TH. The West Point
Class of 1959 recently celebrated its 60th
class reunion with a three-day celebration
at the U.S. Military Academy, in West
Point, New York. One hundred twenty
class members attended. Most were
accompanied by their wives; some were
accompanied by their children. There were
also 10 widows. Included at the reunion
were Dunwoody residents Norman and
Elva Rosner. Norman is a past president
of Congregation Beth Shalom; Elva is past
president of Metulla Hadassah. Both are
active in Jewish and veterans organizations
in Atlanta.

Touring Rich’s Department Store
WITH HONORS. Temple Beth David
confirmation class graduates are Ethan
Schloss, Olivia Howard, and Melina
Stein. They completed three years of study
and were recognized during services on
May 17. In the coming months, each of
the students will conduct or participate
in Shabbat services. Officiating at the
graduation, Barry Nickelsberg, TBD
president, congratulated the students on
their hard work and dedication, which has
inspired the younger students.

Attendees from West Point’s cadet
company E2: (from left) Colonel
(Ret.) Fred Manzo and wife Susan;
Dr. John Shock; Elva and Norman
Rosner; Colonel (Ret.) Stanley
Kanarowski and wife Jeanne; and
Colonel (Ret.) Robert Weekley and
wife Elaine
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Alan Wexler gets things done
BY Helen ScherrerDiamond
At 80 years old, Ahavath Achim
Synagogue’s Social Action Chairman Alan
Wexler, an advocate and activist, continues to
be a role model for people committed to social
awareness and getting things done. Alan is a
man with a heart, who has advocated for those
less fortunate in Georgia for more than 65
years.
Alan’s social activism began when he
was 15. “I got involved with social action as
an extension of my passion to help those less
fortunate souls of our population,” said Alan.
“That all started in our city of Carrollton when
I was active in Carrollton’s Service Council,
which equates to our Atlanta’s United Way.”
He was inspired and motivated by his mom,
who was head of his school’s PTA, and his dad,
who was president of the Carrollton School
Board.
Alan knows the importance of staying
active and healthy, and he exercises every day.
“In high school in Carrollton and at college
at University of Georgia (UGA) I played
football and ran track,” Alan said. His teams
won two football state championships and
three state track championships, with Alan

Adam, Alan, and Kara at the beach
winning an individual state championship in
the quarter mile (440 yards). His high school
team came to Grady Stadium for the overall
state championship in 1955 and won in all
the four state classifications, beating all the
Atlanta schools in the process. At Georgia, he
was a letterman on the undefeated UGA 1957
freshman team, whose quarterback was Fran
Tarkenton. He also ran track for four years for
the Dawgs and earned a letter in the process.
At UGA, Alan earned an undergraduate
degree in print journalism and a master’s
degree in political science. After interning at
the Carrollton newspaper, he went on to his
first career job with The Atlanta Journal and

Adam, Alan, and Kara celebrate

The Atlanta Constitution. Over the years,
Alan worked at other newspapers, such as The
Columbus Ledger and The Gainesville Daily
Times, whose editor and publisher happened to
be Ahavath Achim member Sylvan Meyer.
On May 1, 1970, at the age of 30, Alan
established Databank Incorporated, with an
investment of $1,000 from his father. He and his
staff collect commercial real estate information
from all over Georgia and provide analysis
reports each week to appraisers, brokers,
lenders, newspapers, government agencies,
and others. Such information allows users
to determine property values of apartments,
shopping centers, industrial buildings, and
other forms of commercial real estate.
Alan’s dad, Dr. David Wexler, who
graduated from Columbia University and
Eastern Chiropractic School, was a key team
doctor handling sports injuries for Carrollton
sports teams, including those at Carrollton
High School, West Georgia College, Carrollton
Midget Football Team, that won two state
football championships, and more than 15 state
track championships. Alan remembers that a
lot of the services his dad provided to the high
school, college, and county sports recreation
center were offered free of charge. In 1983,
Dr. Wexler was elected to the Carrollton High
School Hall of Fame.
Alan is very close to his family. Like
Alan, his son Adam, his daughter Kara, and his
sister Marlene Perlman all attended UGA and
“love them bulldogs.” His brother Eddie lives
in Marietta with his family.
Adam started and runs a sports facilitating
website. Kara works in digital marketing for
L’Oréal. Both live in Manhattan.
Whether working with social action
volunteers, or working full time at his career,
tzedakah and tikkun olam drive Alan. With his
continued involvement in religious services at
Ahavath Achim Synagogue, where he has been
a member since 1947, Alan sees volunteering
as a means of building community, being
together, and giving back to humanity. “It’s not
up to me or others to save the world, but we
do need to take short steps, such as everyday
showing compassion and being proactive, and
setting goals of helping others,” said Alan. As
he has shown over the years, Alan believes,
“You’re not supposed to do everything
yourself, but you should take the first step and
continue to take one step at a time to continue

your attempt to complete worthy goals.”
Alan drives people, particularly seniors,
to and from services in his “Wexler Uber” at
no charge. Longtime AA member Rosalind
Davidson said, “Alan is a blessing, because
my eyesight is not what it used to be. He picks
me up every Saturday morning at The Jewish
Home and brings me home after service. I really
enjoy my Torah studies and would miss them
if it weren’t for Alan. I didn’t want to give up
my participating in the Torah studies or rabbi’s
shabbat service, and I greatly appreciate how
he doesn’t mind bringing me here.”
As a dedicated and loyal member of AA,
he not only attends, but at times he is a gabbai
at daily afternoon minyan services. “In those
religious services, we say prayers that we
should show compassion to, and provide for,
those less fortunate persons. I feel that it is a
responsibility and one that AA members have
followed religiously for many years. Prayer is
a beautiful thing, especially if it leads to action
of helping others,” Alan said.
Alan’s penchant for feeding the poor
was sparked when he learned about CARE
International and its involvement with
providing food packages to World War II
survivors, including Holocaust survivors. Alan
is a member of the President’s Board of CARE
USA, which is headquartered in downtown
Atlanta.
Alan’s interest in feeding those in need
was furthered by the work started by Helen
Cavalier and continued by her daughter Sally
Kaplan, Sally’s husband Philip, and their
daughters Bebe (Rebecca) and Lisa Kaplan.
“In the 1980s, Helen Cavalier pestered me
until I came to the park near the Georgia Power
Building on Ralph McGill Boulevard so I
could participate in the Hunger Walk. I’m glad
she did,” Alan said.
Among the numerous other organizations
he’s involved with are the Hunger Seder;
Operation Isaiah, led by AA with donations
going to the Atlanta Community Food Bank;
Habitat for Humanity; and, via AA, the
Jewish Family & Career Services (JF&CS)
Kosher Food Pantry and Mature Active Adult
Community (mAAc).
“You don’t have to worry about the work
or volunteers needed, because they are ready
to help and they get the work done,” said Alan.
“The words of the Torah should lead us to
action.”
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Achim/Gate City lodge of B’nai B’rith International announces
2019 Enlighten America Essay Contest winners
The Enlighten America Essay Contest
for middle-school students, sponsored by
the Achim/Gate City lodge of B’nai B’rith
International (Atlanta), encourages respect
and tolerance of our friends’ and neighbors’
diverse religious beliefs and racial/cultural
backgrounds.
The winners are:
• First place ($750 prize): Anna Schwartz,
of Atlanta, for her essay “Subconscious Biases:
The Elephant in the Room.” Anna, 13, is in the
seventh grade at Woodward Academy.
• Second place ($500 prize): Jackson
Weatherill, of Marietta, for his essay,
“Diversity.” Jack, 13, is in the seventh grade and
attends Hebrew school at Temple Kol Emeth.
• Third place ($250 prize): Aiden
Robinson, of Woodstock, for his essay “Am
I Safe?” Aiden, 14, is in the eighth grade at
Woodward Academy.
Additionally, a $500 award will be made
to Woodward Academy, the first-place winner’s
school. Certificates and checks were presented
to the students at the award ceremonies at
Woodward Academy, on May 23, and Temple
Kol Emeth, on May 24.
Vic Anapolle, coordinator of the essay
contest, says that B’nai B’rith encourages
responsibility and mutual respect for the
differences in all people. “If we accept the
premise that all people are special, we’re better
able to accept individual differences.”

Anna Schwartz

Jackson Weatherill

This essay contest required students to
reflect on the concepts of tolerance, equality,
and respect for all people, as viewed by the
founders of our country. The contest stresses
civic harmony over violence and equality over
prejudice. To participate, sixth- through eighthgrade students wrote about the significance of
the contest theme — “Respect for our diversity in
race, religion, national origin, gender, disability,
and sexual orientation” — by thinking about the
issues of bigotry and prejudice, and how such
issues have (or have not) been addressed in
recent years.
More than 50 entries were received and
judged by RuthE Levy, Margie Simonoff, and
Marcus Brodzki.

Aiden Robinson

“All of the essays were amazing,” said
RuthE Levy, owner of And Thou Shalt Read
bookstore. “They showed depth of thought and
the variety of concerns these young people have,
even at this early age. I was very impressed.
And it was so hard to choose a winner because
there were so many good ones! Congratulations
to the winners and to all who participated.”
Marjorie Simonoff, a retired attorney,
said, “Initially, I felt somewhat overwhelmed at
this very busy time for me when I received 52
essays, instead of the 10 or 12 we expected. But
as I began to read through them, I got caught
up in the material and was so happy that so
many youngsters were given an opportunity to
reflect upon and write about this most important
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subject, which has such relevance in today’s
world.”
“I was impressed by the depth of feeling
students demonstrated in their essays,” said
Israel Bonds Representative Marcus Brodzki.
“Whether focusing on bigotry of the past
or today’s modern challenges, the students
displayed compassion and empathy. They
tackled the issues and presented valuable
ideas for addressing injustice and bringing our
society closer to the ideal that the United States
‘gives bigotry no sanction, to persecution no
assistance.’”
The 2019 Enlighten America Essay
Contest is a volunteer community service
project sponsored by Achim/Gate City Lodge of
B’nai B’rith International and jointly sponsored
by businesses, organizations, and individual
members of the Achim/Gate City lodge of
B’nai B’rith. Businesses and schools interested
in sponsoring or participating in the 2020
Enlighten America contest can contact Harry
Lutz at hslutz_fsa@yahoo.com.
The 2019 Enlighten America Essay Contest
is dedicated in memory of Art Link, a longtime
B’nai B’rith member and leader who brought
this essay contest to Atlanta several years ago.
Art passed away suddenly in November 2018.
Over many years, Art contributed significantly
to the community through B’nai B’rith and
other organizations and networking groups. He
is greatly missed.
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