Jewish Georgian
THE

Volume 31, Number 4

WHAT’S INSIDE

Rabbi Jesse comes
to TBD

Rabbi Jesse Charyn—a former educator,
IDF member, religious school director,
and more—is the new spiritual leader of
Temple Beth David.
Page 17

Together in Song

For the first time ever, the American
Conference of Cantors and the Guild
of Temple Musicians will hold their
convention in Altanta, June 23-27.
By Cantor Deborah Hartman
Page 6

Promoting Hunger
Relief

The Atlanta
Community
Food
Bank’s Heather Schlesinger has
been recognized for her efforts to
inform the public about this important
organization’s work.
Page 5

A Match Meant to Be

You may have thought that The Jewish
Tower and The Breman Home were
always part of the same organization.
They weren’t in the past, but they are
now.
Page 14

Bonoff Joins JF&CS

Terri Bonoff brings an impressive track
record in politics and business to her
new role as CEO of Jewish Family &
Career Services.
In JF&CS News
Page 7

Marketing Mavens

In its annual “Battle of the Brands,”
the University of Georgia’s student run
ad agency gave top honors to the team
producing media campaigns for Second
Helpings Atlanta.
Page 8

Atlanta, Georgia

May-June 2019

FREE

THE JEWISH GEORGIAN

Page 2

Justly practice your love
BY Marvin
Botnick
“The great enemy of truth is very often
not the lie—deliberate, contrived, and
dishonest—but the myth—persistent,
persuasive, and unrealistic. Too often we
hold fast to the clichés of our forebears.
We subject all facts to a prefabricated
set of interpretations. We enjoy the
comfort of opinion without the
discomfort of thought.”
—John F ¡Kennedy: Commencement
Address at Yale University, June 11, 1962
One of the basic guidelines we have
adopted for the operation of The Jewish
Georgian is that its copy should strive
to convey a feel-good atmosphere about
the Atlanta Jewish community. We have
avoided involvement in local, national,
and international politics, and, as a general
rule, we do not give coverage to issues and
matters that highlight improprieties.
But now I find the scourge of bigotry
has once again immerged on the scene,
and the ugly headed beast of anti-Semitism
confronts us. Just as we thought the threat
of the spread of measles in this country had
been eliminated, we now find that rather
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than having been conquered the disease
had gone dormant only to come back on
the scene when safeguards were ignored.
Likewise, the ill winds seized upon by selfproclaimed leaders to foster their perceived
importance have again swept away the sand
dunes to reveal the centuries of intolerance,
intentional character assassinations, and
misrepresentation of facts.
With the above as background, I found
myself with an editorial policy position that
is incompatible with the moral imperative to
speak out against mean-spirited, prejudicial,
factually distorted pronouncements.
Self-defined policy can be re-examined
and modified if conditions so dictate; the
same is not true as it applies to moral, ethical
dictates such as is the present situation.
Because of the rise of anti-Semitic incidents
around the world and the inherent historical
threat that accompanies such activity, I now
feel compelled to modify our policy rather
than compromise our values.
It is not my intention to attempt to shout
louder than the bigots; it is not my intention
to defame the character of antagonist; it is not
my intention to question the beliefs of others;
and it is not my intention to misrepresent
actions or motivations of adversaries for
unfair advantage. To the best of my ability,
it is my intention and hope to put forth
some of the information to refute erroneous
generalizations of anti-Jews in the hope of
making some helpful effort to counteract
what has been and can be disastrous.
When we look back into nationhood
evolution, we see a constant revision of
national identity resulting from the ebb and

flow of military dominance. The normal
course of national identity shows that the
general pattern is a gradual melding of the
cultures so that conquered population takes
on the customs and rituals of the governing
power. In an article by Hend El-Behary
dated January 17, 2017, that appeared in the
Egypt Independent, she cites a 10-year study
by the National Geographic Genographic
Project that, contrary to the belief of most
of the Egyptian population, the DNA of the
present-day population of Egypt indicates
that only 17 percent are Arabs.
Dissimilar to this general pattern,
rather than assuming the identities of the
populations into which they had settled
in exile, a number of these dispersed Jews
opted to maintain their heritage rather than
assimilate into the governing culture. As a
result, historically we have been seen as an
ethnic people, a common group, a tribe, but,
since our exile, we have been seen as a people
without a homeland — a normally accepted
component to be considered a nation.
In many cases, there was a semblance of
a caste system whereby the locales in which
the Jews could live, the areas of commerce
in which they could engage, the taxes to
which they were obligated, and the worship
activities that could be openly observed,
were dictated by the ruling authority. In
Europe during the Middle Ages, because of
the ecclesiastical prohibition by the church
of the charging of interest by Christians, that
element of money lending was delegated to
non-Christians. In addition, the revulsive
function of rent collection was likewise
delegated.

May-June 2019

#1 TEAM

Coldwell Banker
State of Georgia

THE SONENSHINE TEAM
Atlanta’s Favorite Real Estate Team!

404.252.4908 (Office) • 404.250.5311 (Direct)

SonenshineTeam.com

To conform to the ecclesiastical edict
and yet financially benefit from the revenue
being produced, the Christian authorities and
people in power would then tax the collectors
to share in this income. As a result of this
charade, the “pious” populace professing
fealty to the church and king could maintain
the appearance of loyalty and adherence
while tagging the Jews as “Money Lenders,”
a derogatory term that still is woven into
the anti-Semite’s denigration of the Jew.
William Shakespeare joined in promoting
this defaming with stereotype characters
in his plays. But even this illusionary
system of benefiting from the income from
interest charges under the guise of taxation
eventually was not sufficient to cover the
shortfall of receipts resulting from foreign
wars conducted by Edward I. To obtain these
funds, Edward, in 1290, issued the Edict of
Expulsion, banning all Jews from England,
in return for which Parliament granted him
a tax of £116,000 that, according to a paper
publisher in 2017 by the “Faculty of History,
Oxford University” was the “largest single
tax of the Middle Ages.”
My work career is a testimony to
See LOVE, page 5
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HAPPENING
BY Reg
Regenstein
EXCITING NEWS FROM THE GEORGIA
HOLOCAUST
COMMISSION.
Our
compatriot and community leader Chuck
Berk tells us exclusively that The Georgia
Holocaust Commission, of which he is a board
member, is planning to build a new cultural
center in Sandy Springs to house a state-ofthe-art memorial.
The Commission has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with the City
of Sandy Springs to build the center, which
will also house commission offices, the Sandy
Springs/Perimeter Chamber of Commerce,
and Hospitality Sandy Springs.
The memorial will include a new “Anne
Frank in the World” exhibit, which will be
purchased from the famous Anne Frank House
in the Netherlands. The plans also call for a
section about Georgia liberators — such as
Hilbert and Howard Margol — and survivors,
with actual visual and oral recordings of their
experiences.
There will also be a section addressing
“What Americans Knew” during the 19381945 time period, with actual newspaper
articles and periodicals, surveys of public
opinion, and Holocaust artifacts, as well as
educational materials about current genocides
and what we can learn from these experiences.

Hilbert (left) and Howard Margol

It’s important that Sandy Springs Mayor
Rusty Paul and the City Council members
know that Georgians think this project would
be a great way to preserve the memory of
and educate the public about the Holocaust,
serve as an educational tool for Georgia
citizens, and encourage reflection on the moral
questions raised by this unprecedented, almost
incomprehensible event.
“Sandy Springs needs to hear from
you,” Chuck tells us. You can send an email
to Holocaust Commission member Gary
Alexander,
garypalexander@bellsouth.net,
expressing your support for this initiative.

Chuck Berk on being sworn in for
Holocaust Commission by former
Governor Nathan Deal
WORTHMORE JEWELRY. Harris Botnick
likes to tell the story of when he was a film
student at the University of Alabama (Roll
Tide!), and the only thing he knew about
jewelry “was that my mother wore it.” But for
his senior project, he chose to do a film about a
jewelry store robbery. He convinced a jeweler
in Tuscaloosa to let him and his frat bros,
playing the robbers, use the store to shoot the
film.
While the film got good reviews from his
college advisor, Harris ultimately decided not
to pursue a career in film but to follow his wife,
Geri, into retailing, and he began working at a
locally-owned jewelry store in Atlanta.
Today, Geri and Harris, with Joan Wasser,
run one of Atlanta’s best and most prestigious
jewelry stores, Worthmore Jewelers. It was
recently awarded “Jeweler of the Year” by The
24k Club of the Southeastern United States,
which observed that “The award is based
upon outstanding service to their community,
personal as well as civic contribution, and
their commitment to the betterment of the
jewelry industry.”
Worthmore has also been named “Best
in Atlanta” by Atlanta Magazine, Creative
Loafing, Insite, CBS News, Georgia Voice,
and My Intown. Other honors include “Best of
Yelp” and “Best to do Business With” in the
jewelry trade and “Coolest Store in America”
by InStore Magazine. It was ranked as one of

the top three design stores in the U.S. by the
industry’s largest publication, JCK Magazine.
By the time this article comes out, they will
probably have won a few more honors. But
you get the picture: they are good.
Geri and Harris don’t let such glories go
their heads. “We are more concerned about how
our friends, family, and neighbors think about
us right here in our very own community,”
they say. Character is the key to their business
strategy, as well as the determination “to build
a passionate team through open-mindedness
and honest communication. It is what fuels
our innovative approach to jewelry design,
curation, and distinctively positive customer
experience. We love to offer designs not
usually seen in the South.”
Worthmore Jewelers began in 1993 in
Midtown Atlanta, on Amsterdam Avenue.
In 2008, a Decatur Square art gallery was
renovated to house the second Worthmore
location. They now display and sell art at both
locations.
They choose their designers not just for
the quality of their work but also for their
integrity, personality, and values. Their staff
members, who reflect the diversity of society,
are closely involved in buying decisions. As
Harris puts it, “When people walk into our
stores, they see something they can relate to,
which, more than anything else, is the story
that sets us apart in the market.” All this is so
important, since, when you’re buying jewelry,
you need to be able to trust the people with
whom you are dealing.
Supporting their community and donating
generously to worthy causes is a way of life
for Worthmore’s management. This includes
hosting several charitable events every year.
Attending a benefit for lost and stray animal
rescue a few years ago won us over, along
with the magnificent jewelry and art, much of
which was surprisingly affordable.
So, if you’re looking for a beautiful and
unique piece of jewelry, with expert jewelers,
visit Worthmore at its Midtown location, 500
L-3 Amsterdam Avenue, 404-892-8294, or in
Decatur. at 117 East Court Square, 404-3703979. And visit worthmorejewelers.com.

Geri and Harris Botnick, and Joan
Wasser at the American Gem Society
2019 Educational Conclave
MUSEUM TO HIGHLIGHT SOUTHERN
JEWISH EXPERIENCE. Our esteemed cousin
Jay Tanenbaum, originally from Dumas,
Arkansas, was telling us all about his work on

Page 3

New Orleans’ Museum of the Southern Jewish
Experience (MSJE), a legacy rich in history
but still not adequately known or appreciated
outside of the South.
It is to open in
2020 and will join
The William Breman
Jewish
Heritage
Museum, in Atlanta,
as one of the true
treasures of the South,
being the foremost
Jay Tanenbaum museums in the world
portraying our unique
and wonderful, if sometimes difficult and
occasionally tragic, experience here in our
beloved American homeland.
As its website (msje.org) so eloquently
states: “The Southern Jewish experience is 19th
century immigrant peddlers traveling unpaved
roads, carrying hard-boiled eggs with them
as they struggle to keep kosher in the land of
pork. It’s small-town merchants keeping their
stores open on Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath,
because that’s the day everyone comes to town
to shop.
“The
Southern-Jewish
Experience
is driving your child from Natchez to
Baton Rouge every Sunday for religious
school because there is no religious school
in Natchez. It’s taking Jewish athletes
from across the country competing in the
Birmingham Maccabi Games to visit the
Civil Rights Museum, cheering for the local
high school football team, even though Friday
Night Lights has a very different meaning, and
debating whether to have a bluegrass band or
a klezmer band at your wedding. It’s Vandy,
UNC, Texas, and Ole Miss students attending
High Holiday services at Hillel, because there
are no services held in their hometowns.
“Although representing less than 1% of
Southern states’ population, and only 2.1%
of America’s Jewish population, Southern
Jews have made a substantial mark on the
communities where they have lived and
the nation as a whole. Southern cities and
towns have had Jewish mayors, sheriffs,
council members, and civic leaders in highly
disproportionate numbers. And this occurred
in the nation’s ‘Bible Belt,’ a region steeped
in deep Christian faith and a loyal grip on its
distinctive ways.
“The Southern Jewish Experience shines
a light on the experiences of strangers in a
strange land—who must adapt, accommodate,
conform to their surroundings, and at the same
time embrace, sustain, and celebrate their
unique history, culture, and religious practices.
But it is also a great testament to the soul of
the Southerner, who accepted and encouraged
their Jewish neighbors as members of the
community: leaders, partners, and friends.”
Jay’s own personal experience informs
his extensive work to help create the museum,
having been a board member since 2001 and
serving as its president for seven years.
Jay’s father, Jerry, was chairman of
the Henry S. Jacobs Camp, in Mississippi,
in 1970. (Interestingly, we know several
distinguished Jewish leaders who moved here
from Mississippi, one of the greatest being
publisher and community leader Marvin
Botnick.)
See HAPPENING, page 4
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Happening
From page 3
From that time Jerry and Jay’s mom, Pat,
of the renowned Wise family in Columbus,
Georgia, became deeply involved as leaders
in Jewish community affairs.
The Jacobs Camp was the predecessor
to the MSJE, a version of which opened in
1986 in Utica, Mississippi. Jay’s parents were
among its founding board members. That
museum grew into a broader mission and was
renamed the Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of
Southern Jewish Life (ISJL), which worked
with small Jewish communities in thirteen
Southern states to support educational,
religious, cultural, and other programs.
Jay tells us exclusively how the Museum
will portray the history of “Our People in the
South”:
• It will tell the stories of the Jews from
Texas to Virginia to Florida, with a particular
focus on the cultural interaction of Jews with
their Christian neighbors, the friendships and
respect that developed between them, and the
communities that they built together.
• An area will be dedicated to an
Introduction to Judaism. Non-Jewish visitors
(expected to be the majority of visitors) will
gain exposure to what it means to be Jewish:
what we believe, what symbols and holidays
we cherish, and the primary concepts we
embrace to try to make the world a better
place and each of us a better person.
• Exhibitions will utilize state-of-the-art
techniques fully to engage each visitor with
multimedia and interactive displays.
The MSJE and The Breman will cooperate
on some programming and share management
ideas. Although the MSJE will not emphasize
Holocaust education (the National WWII
Museum is almost next door), it will feature
stories of how the Shoah affected Jewish life
in the South.
With the strong support of the local
task force in New Orleans, the museum has
received firm commitments of more than
$5 million toward its goal of $10 million.
Organizers are now contacting potential
leadership donors in Atlanta and other cities
around the South to be sure they are aware of
the MSJE and the importance of supporting it.
Thanks to Jay and all the other dedicated
volunteers building this valuable institution
that will keep alive our precious heritage for
generations to come.
It is certainly deserving of all the support
we can give it.
THE GREAT WORK OF ORT. We usually
get ignored by people when we are out in
public, but we were with a gorgeous redhead
the other evening at the bar of the popular
Sandy Springs Italian restaurant, Il Giallo,
where so many interesting people gather.
Anyway, we ran into Sid Besmertnik, regional
president of the wonderful service group ORT
Atlanta, and renowned octogenarian tennis
great and ORT board member Bill Klineman,
who were telling us all about the great work
and fun events put together by ORT. The
Atlanta region has more than 1,500 members,
who raise over $400,000 annually to help fund
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ORT programs across the globe.
The Atlanta chapter was founded in 1970
by Rabbi Harry H. Epstein, the renowned
rabbi for half a century of Atlanta’s Ahavath
Achim Synagogue, and is composed of Jewish
retirees, community leaders, professionals,
business people, and dedicated humanitarians
who work on supporting schools and
projects to educate, inspire, guide, and train
underprivileged students.
ORT works with Atlanta Jewish day
schools to provide computer education, most
notably creating an international student
exchange program involving the renowned
Davis Academy, ORT Argentina, and World
ORT Kadima Mada (Science Journey),
training and helping needy citizens in outlying
areas of Israel. It has also adopted Hodayot
Youth Village, in Israel, benefitting hundreds
of students and teachers there.
Kadima Mada, notes ORT, “provides
instruction for students to obtain knowledge
and skills for careers in an increasingly
higher-tech society and strengthens the fabric
of Israel.” One example is the after-school
programs on math and science at the Kfar
Silver Youth Village, located near the tense
and often violent border with Gaza, a scene of
frequent attacks from the Palestinian enclave.
The Atlanta region also supports
educational programs in the former Soviet
Union.
To make sure these and other projects
will continue long into the future, ORT Next
Gen Atlanta offers it members, ages 25-45,
opportunities to train for future leadership
positions and continue ORT’s mission.
ORT welcomes the support of anyone
interested in helping out. You can become
involved by:
• Coming to ORT events. ORT hosts a
wide variety of fun and educational activities
for all ages, including the annual Women’s
Seder, Men’s Night outings, and the co-ed
ORT Book Club, which meets every other
month.
• Joining Next Gen for happy hours and
programs (if you’re 25 to 45), to meet people
and discuss new ideas and future events.
• Participating in ORTBuy, an online
auction featuring great items for dining,
entertainment, health,
and travel.
At
a
recent
meeting,
Howard
Lanznar, the chairman
of
the
executive
committee of the
national board of
ORT America, gave a
moving presentation
Howard Lanznar describing his visits to
ORT schools in several
countries and outlining ORT’s achievements
in many areas, including:
• STEM education, with an emphasis
on bringing more girls into the science,
technology, engineering, and math sectors in
all of ORT’s schools around the world;
• Schools and programs in 35 countries,
including two in Buenos Aires that have
waiting lists, because they are considered the
best academically in the entire country; and,
• A state-of-the-art program for children
with autism at the ORT Moscow Technology

School.
For more information or to get involved
in ORT’s valuable work, visit ortamerica.org/
regions/Atlanta or call 404-327-5266.
THE 100 MOST JEWISH FOODS. The
fabulous new book, The 100 Most Jewish
Foods—A highly Debatable List by Alana
Newhouse, founder
and editor-in-chief of
the online magazine
Tablet, is creating
quite a sensation.
It is a fascinating
voyage through the
world of Jewish food,
culture, and history.
As she notes in her
Alana Newhouse
introduction,
the
(photo: Michelle
book discusses dishes
Ishay)
from Tunisia, Russia,

Azerbaijan, Yemen, Italy, Spain, all over
— “A rich collection…stretching back over
thousands of years of civilization, from every
region of the planet.” Not the “most popular
or tastiest,” but “the foods that contain the
deepest Jewish significance — the ones that,
through the history of our people…have been
most profoundly inspired by the rhythms of
the Jewish calendar and the contingencies of
the Jewish experience.”
The various types of food covered include:
Ashkenazi (lox, bialys), Sephardic (seafood,
hummus), Passover (horseradish, matzoh),
deli food, Biblical dishes (honey, apples), and
even kosher sushi. And of course, Chinese
food, addressing the persistent question, “Why
do Jews eat Chinese food on Christmas?”
Features on treyf (non-kosher) food, such as
cheeseburgers, bacon, and shrimp, abound.
Newhouse likes to let leading chefs,
restaurant reviewers, and food writers hold
forth on their choices: Dr. Ruth Westheimer
on pomegranates (associated with fertility),
Erip Ripert on gefilte fish (“not as bad as it’s
made out to be”), Tom Colicchio on whitefish
(“the redheaded stepchild of lox”), and Gil
Simmons on full sour dill pickles (“the single
most important food in my life”).
This spectacular, beautiful, irreverent,
witty book was the subject of a huge New York
Times Food Section article by Julia Moskin,
noting the difficulty of deciding which dishes
to include as those most “at the heart of Jewish
identity. Solomonic choices had to be made:
rye bread or pumpernickel? Rabbinic debates
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had to unfold…are corned beef and pastrami
two entities, or just different treatment of one
food? Chicken soup and matzo ball soup were
deemed two soups, not just one.”
As Alana is quoted, “Jewish texts are
rooted in arguing…. Why should this one be
any different?” Why, indeed.
Through our usual diligence, we did
discover one error, a common one, from the
intro, where Alana refers to the apple’s being
“banished from the Garden of Eden.”
But the apple is never mentioned in
Genesis. The food that got Adam and Eve (not
the fruit) banished was the “fruit of the tree
of knowledge of good and evil,” probably a
pomegranate, a Mideast staple which was
common in the area thought to include the
Garden of Eden.
But I am quibbling here, kvetching in the
spirit of this really fun and informative book.
As Alana concludes her introduction: “…
there’s only one thing left to say: enjoy.”
CAUSE MARKETING GURU MARILYN
PEARLMAN. Marilyn Pearlman recently
made a great presentation, “Cause Marketing:
A Win-Win for Businesses and Non Profits,”
at the Buckhead Club, where she is a
member, describing several of her cause
marketing clients over her 40 years doing
PR. These include the
Limelight, a world
famous disco; John
Hunsinger,
realtor;
the government of the
Bahamas; Copeland’s
Restaurants
in
Atlanta; Dr. Stephen
Morganstern;
B
& B Reporting, a
Marilyn Pearlman background screening
company; and, oh
yeah, a little company called General Motors.
Marilyn describes cause marketing as
“creating relationships between businesses
and non profits for the good of humanity and
for mutual benefit. She says, “I introduce my
business clients to non-profit organizations
and nurture those relationships with events I
create, social media posting, and traditional
news releases.”
For example, her firm, Atlanta Cause
Marketing & PR (atlantacausemarketing.
com), has worked with B & B Reporting in
helping convicted criminals jumpstart their
new lives.
This year, she was given the Legacy
Award by the Atlanta Women’s Chamber of
Commerce, recognizing her length of service
(since the 1980s) to the Women’s Chamber.
Marilyn has been involved in many
community service organizations such as
Animals Deserve Better; the World Trade
Center: the American Cancer Society; the
Women’s Chamber of Commerce of Atlanta;
and Conexx. She is a member of The Temple.
When she is not working at her PR business,
she enjoys going to the theater, symphony,
opera, and movies, as well as dog sitting in her
home and doing exercise classes at Athletic
Club Northeast, where she has been a member
since 1983. No wonder she looks so great.
Marilyn is a true animal lover, and anyone
who works to help our fellow creatures is a
friend of ours.
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Atlanta Community Food Bank’s Heather
Schlesinger wins Marketer for Good Award
Heather Schlesinger, chief marketing
officer of the Atlanta Community Food Bank,
was honored with the American Marketing
Association’s 2019 Marketer For Good
award at the 62nd annual Atlanta Marketer
of the Year Awards. Schlesinger has been at
the forefront of promoting the Southeast’s
largest hunger relief organization for the last
two years. Her responsibilities range from
marketing, communications, and analytics
to government affairs, education, and
outreach for the Food Bank.
Since joining the Atlanta Community
Food Bank, Schlesinger has brought greater
awareness to the mission and work of
the Food Bank through the launch of an
artistic and educational brand advertising
campaign—a first for the Food Bank—
called “Pass the Peaches.” The campaign,
which was designed in collaboration with
ASO Advertising, received many accolades,
spotlights how the community can give
back to those in need by contributing food,
time, and money to assist those who are in
the community in real need.

Schlesinger has launched several “Day
of Service” events including Summer Dish,
Lawmakers’ Dish, and Noche Buena Dish, in
which leaders across different communities,
sectors, and media outlets could come
together and help make a difference in
the community. She also spearheaded the
Summer Hunger advertising campaign,
drawing positive awareness to the Food
Bank’s work in supporting children during
summer recess, a time when many students
go hungry because they are without access
to school meal programs.
The Atlanta Community Food Bank
works to end hunger by providing nutritious
food to people who need it. The Food Bank
works with more than 600 nonprofit partners,
including food pantries, community
kitchens, childcare centers, night shelters,
and senior centers to distribute over 60
million meals to more than 755,000 people
in 29 counties across metro Atlanta and
north Georgia. It takes the power of the
whole community to make that possible.
Visit ACFB.org for more information.
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Love
From page 2
the irony and unfairness of this continued
adverse projection by hate mongers. My first
job when I graduated from college was as
a college trainee at Atlanta’s largest bank.
Shortly after beginning my employment, I
learned that there were no Jewish commercial
bank officers in the Atlanta institutions, and
the board of directors had met to decide
whether or not to offer me employment in its
training program since I was Jewish.
“Believe those who are seeking the truth.
Doubt those who find it.” —Andre Gide
Another common tool used to demonize
the Jew was and is to label us as a nefarious
people who shamefully are unwilling to
accept and live by the “truth” as they define
it. This is the same truth that specified that
the world was flat. Historically, no people are
and have been more dedicated than the Jews
to seeking the truth as opposed to following
a catechismal indoctrination. To the point,
Wikipedia reports that out of the more than
900 individuals who have been awarded the
Nobel Prize, at lease 20% have been Jewish
even though the Jewish population comprises
“less than 0.2% of the world’s population.”
I am happy for those who have found
meaning and purpose to their lives from

their faith, but what I do not understand is
how some of them can persecute others
who do not march to their same tune. In the
December 23, 1998, issue of Jewish World
Review, there is a story by Eric Fingerhut
about a conversation that Barbara Bush was
having with her son George W. Bush on the
question of “who goes to heaven.” George
“pointed to a passage in the Christian Bible
which said that ‘only Christians had a place
in heaven.’” His mother responded with
“Surely, God will accept others,” but Bush
said, “Mom, here’s what the New Testament
says.” In trying to resolve the disagreement,
Barbara called Billy Graham and presented
the issue. Graham responded the he agreed
“with what George is saying, the New
Testament has been my guide. But I want to
caution you both. Don’t play God. Who are
you two to be God?”
Through the centuries, these beliefs
continued and were broadened further to
negatively stereotype the Jew — e.g., The
Protocols of the Elders of Zion, blood libel
charges, Alfred Dreyfus affair — all of
which gave rise to the centuries of pogroms.
According to information cited in Wikipedia,
approximately 94% of the German population
in 1939 was either Roman Catholic or
Protestant. In spite of the espousal of
love in the doctrine of these religions, the
majority of population did little or nothing to
counter the bloody acts resulting from selfserving activities constantly taking place.
Actions, activities, and involvement were

motivated more by individual conformity
and recognition of position than on the moral
bedrock of humanitarian and religious ethics.
Unfortunately, the rise of Hitler and
the Nazis is a case study of how a man and
his followers can rise to a level of world
domination by building a foundation of
supporters based on the negative stereotype
of minorities and emphasizing to these
aggrieved followers that their plight and
their problem has been caused by others.
Unfortunately, too many people are willing
to accept the negative characterizations, and
the form of self-promotion at the expense of
truth and facts brings to the leader a minion
of loyal followers.
This tried and proven use of propaganda
for power still exists; however, with the
advent of today’s social media purveyors of
negative facts and distorted characterizations
have immediate access to millions of
people around the world while sitting at
their desk. The relatively uncontrolled
usage of these tools and their low cost has
made the dissemination of contorted and
skewed characterization of people easier
and with much greater coverage. Add to
this the editorial programming on radio, TV,
and printed publication masquerading as
objective reporting, and we see the growth
of domestic terrorism in general and antiSemitism in particular.
The increased use of anti-Semitic
canards intended to unjustly elevate the
person or group using them at expense the

Jews is a dastardly action, especially when
we have been witness of its effects that
resulted in the Holocaust. It is time that the
silent majority wakes up and advocates for
a fair representation of the facts. Jews, like
others, are responsible for the well being of
all people, and, likewise, all people need to
adhere to this same standard. What we are
seeing now is an escalation of ethnic hatred
based on misrepresentations.
“Certainly, the world without the Jews
would have been a radically different
place. Humanity might have eventually
stumbled upon all the Jewish insights.
But we cannot be sure. All the great
conceptual discoveries of the human
intellect seem obvious and inescapable
once they had been revealed, but it
requires a special genius to formulate
them for the first time. The Jews had this
gift. To them we owe the idea of equality
before the law, both divine and human;
of the sanctity of life and the dignity
of human person; of the individual
conscience and so a personal redemption;
of collective conscience and so of social
responsibility; of peace as an abstract
ideal and love as the foundation of justice,
and many other items which constitute
the basic moral furniture of the human
mind. Without Jews it might have been a
much emptier place.”
—A History of the Jews, Paul Johnson
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The cantors are coming to town!
BY Deborah
Hartman
This June promises to deliver an
extraordinary musical opportunity the entire
Atlanta Jewish community! After decades
of convening in every other major U.S. city,
the American Conference of Cantors (ACC)
and the Guild of Temple Musicians (GTM)
will finally bring their convention to Atlanta
on June 23-27! Along with it, comes a host
of synagogue music professionals—soloists,
organists, pianists, composers, music arrangers,
choir conductors and cantors! The convention
schedule will be filled with study, worship,

workshops, keynote speakers, and just plain
camaraderie with cherished colleagues and
friends.
While the American Conference of
Cantors and the Guild of Temple Musicians
have officers and staff to facilitate the complex
logistics of convening together, local ACCGTM members are also tasked with key roles.
The Temple’s esteemed pianist Judy Cole
(representing the GTM), and I (representing
the ACC), have been selected to co-chair
the convention along with New Rochelle,
N.Y., Cantor Amanda Kleinman and Chicago
cantorial soloist Laurie Akers. We have spent
countless hours on the phone and email
working to create a great convention for all
those in attendance.
As you might imagine, The Temple, as
the sole congregational host, will play a key
role in welcoming our visitors and making this
national meeting one for the history books.

MJCCA News
A PAGE FROM THE BOOK FESTIVAL
SUMMER SERIES. A Page from the Book
Festival of the MJCCA presents its 2019
Summer Series, featuring four exciting
author events in May and June. Events will
be held at the MJCCA, 5342 Tilly Mill
Road, Dunwoody. For tickets or information
contact the MJCCA box office, at 678-8124002 or visit atlantajcc.org/bookfestival.
On Wednesday, May 15, A Page from
the Book Festival welcomed former Second
Lady of the United States Dr. Jill Biden, to
present her new memoir, Where the Light
Enters: Building a Family, Discovering
Myself. This is Dr. Biden’s very personal
story of how she built a family–and a life–
of her own. From the pranks she played to
keep everyone laughing to the traditions
she formed that would carry them through
tragedy, hers is the spirited journey of a
woman embracing many roles. Where the
Light Enters is a candid, heartwarming
glimpse into the creation of a beloved
American family and the life of a woman at
its center.
On Thursday, May 30, 7:30 p.m., E.
L. James, author of the #1 bestselling Fifty
Shades Trilogy, is back with a new, passionate
romance and her first Atlanta appearance.
Tickets are $32 member/community; one
general admission ticket includes one trade
paperback copy of the book.
On Sunday, June 2, 1:00 p.m., meet
Teri Turner, author of No Crumbs Left. As
millions of people know, one of the toughest
things about completing the Whole30 meal
plan is figuring out what to eat the other
335 days of the year. Instagram sensation
and creator of the blog NoCrumbsLeft.com,
Turner has all the healthful and great tasting
answers. One general admission ticket, $32,
includes one hardcover copy of book; two
general admission tickets, $56, include one
book.

May-June 2019

On the first night of convention, The Temple
Singers, joined by the Singing Sisters and the
J.L. Roberts Men’s choir of Ebenezer Baptist
Church, will present a welcome concert at our
convention hotel. The combined choir will
perform the music of Rabbi Micah Lapidus and
Will Robertson that specifically addresses our
convention theme of “Peach Perfect”. . .working
together in Atlanta for social justice and action.
On Tuesday afternoon, June 25, all 200
convention attendees will descend upon The
Temple for a welcome session with Rabbi
Berg, a tour of the building and history wall,
carefully crafted workshops, and a weekday
evening worship service. The musical highlight
of the day will come at 7:30 p.m. when the ACCGTM presents a gala concert in the sanctuary—
free and open to the entire Temple and Atlanta
community. The celebrated 50 rank AeolianSkinner organ and the cherished Boston grand
piano will make their voices heard! There will

also be additional instrumentation added to the
program to enhance the accompaniment and
add to the enjoyment of the concert. All this will
be headlined by the finest cantors and soloists
from all over North America! The program
will include multiple genres of music featuring
cantorial gems, Broadway and liturgical
favorites, and songs of patriotism and national
pride. Following the concert, there will be a
dessert reception in Schwartz-Goldstein Hall
where all the audience, attendees, performers,
and players will be able to meet and mingle.
Please tell your friends and mark
your calendars now for what is certain to
be a wonderful evening of beloved Jewish
music! We’d love to see you there. For more
information contact The Temple at 404-8731731.

On Monday, June 17, 7:30 p.m., a Page
from the Book Festival welcomes Jennifer
Weiner, the #1 New York Times bestselling
author of Who Do You Love and In Her
Shoes, as she introduces her new novel
Mrs. Everything — a smart, thoughtful, and
timely exploration of two sisters’ lives from
the 1950s to the present, as they struggle to
find their place and be true to themselves in
a rapidly evolving world. Mrs. Everything
is an ambitious, richly textured journey
through history — and herstory — as these
two sisters navigate a changing America
over the course of their lives. Tickets are $32
member/community; one general admission
ticket includes one hardcover copy of the
book.
The Jennifer Weiner event is the 201920 patron kick-off event. Sign up to support
the 2019 Book Festival of the MJCCA as a
patron and receive complimentary tickets
and a copy of Mrs. Everything. For more
information or to register, contact Amy
Royals at amy.royals@atlantajcc.org.

MJCCA Soccer Programs offers
instructional soccer programs for ages 3-5
during fall and spring seasons, including
Shooting Stars, a unique parent-child
participation program.
Recreational leagues are available
August-December and February-May for
boys and girls ages 4-12, with evaluations
for U8+.
Tryouts for the new Concorde Fire
at the MJCCA competitive team are
May 21-23, at the MJCCA, 5342 Tilly
Mill Road, Dunwoody, for the 20192020 season. For more information about
this new team or MJCCA recreational
soccer, contact MJCCA Youth Sports at
youthsportsleagues@atlantajcc.org or call
678-812-4159.

MJCCA AND CONCORDE FIRE SOCCER
CLUB CREATE NEW PROGRAM.
MJCCA Youth Sports will partner with the
Concorde Fire Soccer Club to create a new
competitive soccer program for boys and
girls at the MJCCA.
“The Concorde Fire Soccer Club is one
of the premiere competitive soccer programs
in Atlanta,” said Zachary Elfenbein,
MJCCA’s athletic director. “Concorde Fire
will bring their professional coaches to run
our soccer academy program starting this
May. They will train our soccer players ages
9-13, with all practices to be held at the
MJCCA. It’s an exciting time for MJCCA
Youth Sports.”
In addition to this new competitive
team, the MJCCA has instructional and
recreational youth soccer programs for boys
and girls ages 3-12. Children can start by
learning the most basic soccer fundamentals
and progress to league play as they build
speed, endurance, and stamina.

This article is reprinted from The Temple
Magazine, with permission.
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JF&CS News

BONOFF TAKES THE HELM. After a
nationwide search, Jewish Family & Career
Services (JF&CS) has chosen Terri Bonoff
to lead the agency as chief executive officer.
“I am honored and grateful to be joining
JF&CS, an extraordinary, person-centered
organization that helps Atlantans improve
their lives and build
self-sufficiency
for themselves and
their families. My
leadership stands on
the shoulders of all
who have shaped and
created the impactful
JF&CS
family
legacy,” said Bonoff.
Terri Bonoff
Bonoff is a
former
business
executive and elected official from
Minnesota. She served as a Minnesota
state senator from 2005-2016. As chair of
the Minnesota Senate Higher Education
and Workforce Development Committee,
she championed legislation to create the
Minnesota PIPELINE Project, which
expands dual training and apprenticeship
programs in Minnesota in emerging and
high-demand occupations by partnering
employers and students.
Prior to her time in the Minnesota
Senate, Bonoff had a successful career in the
private sector. She began her business career
working at Jackson Graves, a women’s
retail specialty chain, before moving to
Tonka Toys as manager of Promotional
Services. She then served as vice president
and general manager for the computer
products division of Navarre Corporation,
the division growing ten-fold during her
tenure. She was the 2016 recipient of the
Jewish Community Relations Council Sam
Shiner award for her work on behalf of the
Jewish community and securing substantial
state funding for the Parent Child Home
Program at the Minneapolis Jewish Family
and Children’s Services.
“Terri’s combined business acumen
and political experience and her success
in building transformative-social services
programs make her an excellent choice to
lead our agency,” said Jeff Alperin, president
of the board at JF&CS. “She shares our
passion for making a difference in the lives
of others.”
Bonoff moved to Atlanta after her
husband joined Delta Air Lines. Shortly
after, she joined the Georgia Tech Center for
Education Integrating Science, Mathematics
& Computing (CEISMC), to launch an
Atlanta-based PIPELINE Project. This pilot
program partnered Purpose Built Schools,
an Atlanta-based non-profit committed to
breaking the cycle of poverty through high
performing schools, with leading companies
in the Atlanta area to facilitate internships
and apprenticeships for high school students.
With Bonoff’s hiring, Interim CEO
Faye Dresner will resume her role as
JF&CS chief program officer, a position she
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the ballroom at the Grand Hyatt Atlanta
in Buckhead, where guests watched four
moving stories of impact. The Community
of Caring event kicked off the JF&CS
annual campaign and raised $276,366.

has held since 2015. Bonoff will assume the
CEO role on June 3, 2019.
THE TASTING. On Thursday, May 16,
JF&CS held The Tasting 2019, at the Stave
Room. In its 20th year, The Tasting was a
fun, festive, elegant affair that raises funds
for the Zimmerman Horowitz Independent
Living Program (Z-H ILP). The
nonsectarian Z-H ILP is a JF&CS program
serving individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities — as well as
their families and caregivers — so they can
work, live, and thrive in their communities.
“Thanks to the Zimmerman-Horowitz
Independent Living Program of JF&CS,
Michelle enjoys a life that does not have to
revolve around her parents,” says Pearlann
Horowitz. “She can plan her own parties
and invite her friends over for dinner and
enjoy such things as the Super Bowl and
New Year’s Day, [now that] she has her own
home to which to invite friends.”
Guests had the opportunity to sip from
more than 200 wines and spirits; savored
dishes from 20 plus acclaimed Atlanta
restaurants; and splurged on exclusive silent
auction items including experiences, travel,
dinner parties, sports swag, vintage wines,
and more.
This year’s Tasting included dishes
from some of the best Atlanta restaurants:
10 Degrees South, 1Kept Kitchen and Bar,
Amara, Aria, Batter Cookie Dough Counter,
C & S Seafood, Fox Brothers BBQ, Grana,
Il Giallo Osteria & Bar, Kaiser’s Chophouse,
La Grotta Ristorante Italiano, Serpas True
Food, South City Kitchen, Tabla, Whiskey
Bird, The White Bull, and more.
United
Distributors,
National
Distributing Company, Atlanta Wholesale
Wine, Prime Wine & Spirits, Empire
Distributors, and Quality Wine & Spirits
provided wine and spirits. There were five
non-alcoholic specialty cocktails created by
Sober Mixologist Cole.
The Zimmerman-Horowitz Independent
Living Program is a highly individualized,
person-centered supportive living program
that enables people with disabilities to live
as independently as possible.
Event co-chairs were Robin Feldman
and Chuck Edelberg and Amy Fingerhut and
Kevin Blate. Honorary chairs were Pearlann
and Jerry Horowitz, Michelle L. and Scott
Horowitz, and Michelle Horowitz.

Pearlann
Horowitz,
Scott
and
Michelle L. Horowitz, and Michelle
Horowitz
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Marla Rosenberg (front), Rachael
Rosenberg (left, second row), and
Jack Rosenberg (far right) with
family and friends
COMMUNITY
OF
CARING
LUNCHEON. JF&CS held its annual
Community of Caring luncheon March 17,
following the 2019 annual meeting. During
the event, board and staff thanked outgoing
president Michael Levy for his two years
of service, including a special tribute
from Levy’s rabbi, Congregation Etz
Chaim’s Daniel Dorsch. Jeff Alperin was
installed as the new president, along with
the new board of directors. The Volunteer
of the Year Award was presented to Jodi
Weintraub, for her years of dedicated
service to the agency. The Staff Award
was given to reception manager Danijela
Pecanac. The Community of Caring lunch
was hosted by Vanessa and Isaac Frank and
Jeff Alperin. More than 500 attendees filled

Michael Levy and Jeff
(photos: Nicole Hoffman)

Alperin

Vanessa and Isaac Frank, and Jeff
Alperin (far right)
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UGA advertising and PR students’ campaign for
Second Helpings Atlanta wins “Battle of the Brands”
On April 10, Talking Dog, the
University of Georgia’s full-service,
student-run advertising and PR agency,
hosted its annual “Battle of the Brands.”
In this competition, each of the agency’s
student teams was invited to present its
work on behalf of the client it has supported
throughout school year and compete for
top recognition of its creative and strategic
output.
For the 2018-2019 school year, Second
Helpings Atlanta (SHA), the nonprofit
food rescue organization whose mission is
to reduce hunger and food waste in metro
Atlanta by rescuing surplus, perishable
food and delivering it to those in need, was
selected as one of Talking Dog’s clients.
Guided by senior Gina Karseboom, account
executive, SHA’s seven-person team also
included Grace Pollock, project manager;
Dalena Nguyen, art director; Cara Anderson,
copywriter; Maddie James, PR specialist;
Jordan Callaway, digital specialist; and
Jordan Harkleroad, photographer.
At the 2019 “Battle of the Brands” at
the Grady School of Journalism, this year’s
Talking Dog teams showed work for clients
as diverse as The Coca-Cola Company,
Four Fat Cows, and Live Wire Athens. The
SHA team won three of the top four prizes:
Fan Favorite, voted on by the event’s 125+
attendees; Best Campaign Strategy; and
Unsung Hero, recognizing Gina and Cara’s
joint leadership throughout the year.

SHA Talking Dog team members (from left) Maddie James, Grace Pollock,
Cara Anderson, Gina Karseboom, Dalena Nguyen, Jordan Harkleroad, and
Jordan Callaway

“When we were selected as one of
Talking Dog’s clients for the 2018-19
school year, we did not realize the scope
of the support that our organization would
receive from the dedicated Talking Dog
team assigned to our account,” according
to Joe Labriola, SHA’s executive director.
Talking Dog helped create a fresh
new look that really sets Second Helpings
Atlanta apart from other nonprofits. In
addition, Talking Dog produced a solid
body of target media releases, blogs, and
advertising copy. The team also designed
and implemented three separate social
media campaigns for Giving Tuesday, YearEnd Donations, and Volunteer Appreciation
Week, resulting in significantly higher
engagement and fundraising levels — up to
a 300% increase in SHA’s Giving Tuesday
results.
“Best of all, every member of our
Talking Dog team embraced SHA’s mission
and vision. They brought their individual
and combined skills and passion to support
and truly elevate our marketing efforts this
year. We are delighted by their high level
of creativity and professionalism,” notes
Labriola. “Their big wins at this year’s
‘Battle of the Brands’ are well-deserved.”
To learn more about becoming an SHA
food donor, partner agency, or volunteer
driver, visit secondhelpingsatlanta.org or
contact Joe Labriola, executive director, at
director@secondhelpings.

We Stand With Israel
s e c u r i t y

•

p e a c e

•

s o l i d a r i t y

Buckhead Coalition hosts summit among city’s three major centers
At its regular monthly meeting for
April, the Buckhead Coalition hosted a
first-ever Downtown/Midtown/Buckhead
roundtable conversation among its
leaders on governmental issues of mutual
concern. Program participants were Central
Atlanta Progress President A.J. Robinson,
Midtown Alliance President Kevin Green,
and Buckhead Coalition President Sam
Massell, along with Buckhead Community
Improvement District Executive Director
Jim Durrett.
Input from coalition members included
general discussion on such subjects as the
new Sandy Springs burglar alarm activation
fee, in absence of visual verification; the
Atlanta City Council’s consideration of a
traffic curtailment fee charged to travelers

AAA

from outside the city; increased chronic
homelessness; criminal justice reform;
and cultivating more favorable city/state
relations. More specifically considered and
addressed on current proposed projects
were the following: maintaining existing
early nightlife closing times; systematically
mapping mass pothole repairs; and
regulating and enforcing safety measures
for electric scooters, bicycles, and mopeds
(including reducing speed limits to those of
sidewalk-approved wheelchairs).
At the conclusion of the summit,
Robinson, Green, and Massell executed
a “One Atlanta Resolution,” lauding the
benefits of this theme and saluting Mayor
Keisha Lance Bottoms for her One City
focus of commitment.

We Stand With Israel

AAA

Kevin Green, Sam Massell, and A.J. Robinson display a resolution saluting
Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms’ “One Atlanta” theme.
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Congratulations Davis Academy Class of 2019!
Jack Anderson
Reese Baker
Miriam Barkan
Kelli Berenthal
Ella Berman
Mollie Binderman
Hannah Brown
Jamie Cohen
Leah Cohen
Jackson Crim
Maggie Deutsch
Megan Dollinger
Samuel Effron

Avery Friedman
Gavin Friedman
Zachary Friedman
Matan Gal
Ori Gal
Emily George
Jack Godwin
Reid Goldstein
Aiden Golub
Rian Gordon
Jack Janko
Katie Janko
Seth Kaminsky

Isaac Kaufman
Justin Kornblum
Eran Krug
Jonathan Kuttner
Jamie Leaf
Benjamin Lefkovits
Asher Leish
Maya Lewis
Caleb Mahle
Emily Mand
Jaclyn Marx
Maya Mekyten
Ava Moradi

Leah Moradi
Jackson Nozick
Caleb Ouanounou
Caitlyn Pinsker
Jenna Prass
Josh Retter
Noah Rosenberg
Jacob Rubin
Elli Russotto
Eva Serotta
Dawson Sherman
Mick Shrubstok
Megan Sparks

Jake Sucan
Madeline Swartz
Connor Swislow
Kiera Swislow
Carly Tauber
Sarah Terapane
Lia Toporek
Gavin Ulin
Carson Wolff
Justin Wolfson

8105 Roberts Drive
Atlanta, GA 30350
770-671-0085
davisacademy.org
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Abram family gives fine touch to mural dedication ceremony in Fitzgerald
A ceremony on Thursday, April 25, both
joyful and somber, paid gentle tribute to Fitzgerald
native son Morris Abram, as the City of Fitzgerald
dedicated a downtown mural in his honor. Morris
Berthold Abram was born in Fitzgerald June
19, 1918, to a Romanian immigrant father and a
German Jewish mother. Abram’s daughter Ruth
Abram and son Noah Teitelbaum beautifully told
his story, with Ruth telling of his upbringing in
Fitzgerald and Noah giving counterpart to that
story by reading from Abram’s memoir in his own
words.
“Fitzgerald,” Morris Abram said, “Gave
shape to who I am.” Ruth told of visiting many
times as a child, visiting her grandparents’ humble
home on Pine Street. Sam and Irene Abram were
shopkeepers, though not always successful ones.
Several of their businesses failed and money
was always a concern. Ruth related that Morris,
being the son of immigrant Jews, was a target for
taunting by other children. Morris was scholarly,
unathletic and small. His father instructed him
not to fight back. She said that her father told of a
sometimes lonely childhood, and that he retreated
into the world of books, spending many hours in the
Carnegie Library. Abrams was an excellent student
and attended the University of Georgia, where he is
reported to have had the highest grade point average
in the school’s history up until that time. He earned
See ABRAM, page 13

3Ruth Abram and her son Noah Teitelbaum share stories
about Abram. Teitelbaum read quotes from his grandfather’s
autobiography, bringing Abram’s voice to life for the crowd.

4Fitzgerald Mayor Jim Puckett presents
Ruth Abram with a proclamation naming
April 25 a day of honor for Fitzgerald
native Morris Abram, who is remembered
for his life’s work in the mural behind
the two. (photos courtesy of The HeraldLeader)

ROBIN BLASS

# I Agent Coldwell Banker' Atlanta Companywide

#4 Individual Agent Atlanta Realtor's Association

Where Each & Every Student
ACHIEVES

LEADS

B E LO N G S

INSPIRES

robinblass@blassprop.com

www.robinblass.com

COLDWeLI.
BANl(eRm
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

The Robin Blass Team
5591 Chamblee Dunwoody Road
Bldg 1300 Ste 100 Dunwoody, GA 30338

Congratulations Class of 2019!
To schedule a tour contact Leslee Morris at lmorris@torahday.org
or call 404.982.0800 x100
1985 LaVista Road, Atlanta, Georgia 30329 torahday.org
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a name for every child

As part Yom HaShoah’s Stones of Remembrance Project, memorializing the
1.5 million children who were murdered in the Holocaust, children’s names have
been gathered from Yad Vashem, the World Holocaust Remembrance Center, in
Israel. Not only does the project educate students about the Holocaust, but it also
honors the children who died in it — an important way to work toward preventing
this from ever happening again.
At the conclusion of the project, students write essays. They also turn stones into
works of art, by painting names gathered by Yad Vashem on special stones donated
by Ed Castro Landscapes. During the annual Yom HaShoah Commemoration, the
painted stones are placed in the Memorial to the Six Million, which was built by
Eternal-Life Hemshech at Greenwood Cemetery. This is, as the title of Robert
Ratonyi’s 2016 Yom HaShoah keynote address so beautifully states, a “Tribute to
the Children: Those who survived, Those who died, and Those who will never be.”
Stones of Remembrance
Here are some of the Stones of Remembrance essays written by fifth-graders at
Morningside Elementary School.
----Stones of Remembrance
To me, the Stones of Remembrance Project felt very important. It felt like the
people that had lost their identities in the Holocaust were watching us make the
stones and were happy that their identities were given back to them during our
project. Even though it was making me kind of sad, it also made me happy to know
See STONES, page 13

Mazel tov to the Class of 2015!

We wish you the best of luck in college and beyond.

M E M B E R S O F E P S T E I N ’ S C L A SS O F 2 0 1 5 W E R E A C C E PT E D TO :
American University
Auburn University
Brandeis University
Clemson University
College of Charleston
Drexel University
Emory University
Florida State University
George Washington University
Georgia State University
Georgia Southern University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Indiana University
Iowa State University
Kennesaw State University

Lehigh University
Mercer University
North Carolina State
Northeastern University
Oglethorpe University
Ohio State University
Penn State University
Princeton University
SCAD-Savannah College
of Art and Design
Syracuse University
Towson University
Tulane University
University of Alabama
University of Arizona
University of Central Florida
University of Colorado Boulder

University of Florida
University of Georgia
University of Kentucky
University of Maryland
University of Miami
University of Michigan
University of Missouri
University of North Carolina
(Chapel Hill)
University of South Carolina
University of South Florida
University of Tennessee
University of Texas (Austin)
University of Virginia
University of Wisconsin (Madison)
Vanderbilt University

335 COLEWOOD WAY NW | SANDY SPRINGS, GA 30328-2956 | EPSTEINATLANTA.ORG
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5/14/19 3:08 PM

THE JEWISH GEORGIAN

Page 12

May-June 2019

Ten truths of Jewish genetic screening
BY Hillary
Kener

As we celebrated the giving of the Torah
during the Festival of Shavuot, we read the
Ten Commandments aloud to reaffirm our
commitment to the Torah and its laws.
So while you are filling yourself with
cheesecake and blintzes, take a look at our
own “Top 10” list highlighting facts about
importance of genetic screening to help plan
for the health of our future children.
Ten truths of Jewish genetic screening:
1) 80% of babies born with genetic
diseases have no family history of that disease,
so screening is important for everyone.
2) It’s very common to be a carrier of a
genetic disease — the best way to find out is to
get screened.
3) When both parents are carriers of the
same disease, each pregnancy is at 25% risk.
4) There are many options available to
help carrier couples plan for a healthy family.
5) Even if only one of your grandparents
is Jewish, screening for Jewish and other
diseases still applies to you.
6) Tay-Sachs is not the only Jewish

genetic disease. In fact, there are many
diseases common in the Ashkenazi Jewish
community. Make sure your screening panel is
comprehensive and up-to-date.
7) Screening is also important for people
with Sephardi and Mizrahi backgrounds, as
testing is available for diseases common in
these communities as well.
8) Interfaith couples are also at risk and
should get screened.
9) Each pregnancy is at an independent
risk, so those who are having additional
children should make sure to get screened or
to update their screening.
10) The best time to get screened is before
pregnancy, when more options are available
for carrier couples.
Go to jscreen.org to learn more about
screening and to order an at-home screening
kit.
In keeping with the theme of “10,” share
this information with 10 of your friends and
family to positively impact their future!
Hillary Kener is the director of National
Outreach and Marketing for JScreen at Emory
University.

JScreen volunteer (right), demonstrates the testing kit to a student at Yeshiva
University

Browse our selection of Kosher
(and non-Kosher)
beer, wine, and spirits

ALL IN ONE PLACE!
TowerWineSpirits.com
Shop online
and we’ll get your order ready for pick-up!

NOW PART OF THE JEWISH HOMELIFE FAMILY!
For ac�ve adults age 62 and above, enjoy the camaraderie,
and conveniences of a full‐service, Buckhead re�rement community
but with rent adjusted to individual income if needed.

CALL OR VISIT TODAY!

404.351.3536
JewishHomeLife.org

BUCKHEAD STORE
2161 Piedmont Rd
Atlanta, GA 30324

DORAVILLE STORE
5877 Buford Highway
Doraville, GA 30340
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The Jewish Art Salon announces a Call for Art: On the Consequences of Hate Speech, III

The Jewish Art Salon is the largest,
most-recognized
Jewish
visual
art
organization in the world and a global
network of contemporary Jewish art. The
Salon provides important programs and
resources that develop lasting partnerships
with the international art community and the
general public.
The Jewish Art Salon presents
public events in the USA and Israel and
produces art projects with international
art institutions. Since 2008 the Jewish Art
Salon has organized dozens of art exhibits
and events exploring Jewish themes related
to current issues.
The Jewish Art Salon recently
announced that the Peninsula Jewish
Community Center (PJCC) in Foster City,

Abram
From page 10
his law degree at the University of Chicago.
Abram had his local heroes growing up,
Ruth said. One of them was Isidor Gelders,
the Dutch born Jewish editor and publisher
of the Fitzgerald Leader. Sam Abram
disapproved of Gelders’ stand on supporting
the railroad unions, but was appeased when
Gelders offered Morris a job publishing
the school paper through Gelders’ press.
Another hero was Sheriff Elisha Dorminey,
whom Morris described as a “foot washing,
Primitive Baptist with less than a third-grade
education.” The Sheriff played in a weekly

Stones
From page 11
that someone remembered their identities.
Their names were taken away from them;
but years later, some fifth graders in the
United States remembered them. It made me
feel like we were part of something bigger.
While we were in the middle of making
the stones, I stopped to think about the
families of these children. In our class,
there were four of these children on our
list who all had the same last name and
the same father. That means that all of the
siblings were captured and killed during
the Holocaust. I wondered if my person’s
family escaped and passed down stories to
their children and grandchildren about how
their daughter fought against the Nazis in
the concentration camp and did not die there
without a fight.
At the end of the project, we all put our
stones on one table, and it was very nice to
see that we had given these many children
back their identities. Now, looking back a
few weeks later, I feel good that I did the
project. It made me feel sad, happy, and
important; but it also made me feel amazing.
It was very helpful to learn about the people

California, is accepting submissions for a
group exhibit and is inviting artists of all
faiths and cultures to submit their work
for consideration. The exhibition runs
September 11 to November 24, 2019. The
deadline for submission is June 30 at 11:59
p.m. (in your time zone).
Words have always been a catalyst
for civil discord and today hate speech is
increasingly prevalent, tearing apart the
fabric of our communities in ever more
violent and destructive ways. Examples of
hate speech are everywhere, in our personal
and work lives and in the public sphere,
passing from generation to generation
by written and spoken word, inculcating
attitudes of intolerance, anti-Semitism,
racism, and discrimination in both children

and adults. This call for art proposes to
illuminate the danger of hate speech, its
historically destructive manifestations, and
its consequences for humanity.
The Consequences of Hate Speech
exhibit was originally created by Jewish
Art Salon members Robin Atlas and Nancy
Current, features their narratives Lashon
Hara and L’dor Vador, and has toured
Canada, the Pacific Northwest, and New
York City. The exhibit is being expanded to
create a larger community conversation and
participation is encouraged by artists who
are conscious of the issue of hate speech as
part of daily life.
Visit jewishartsalon.org/2019/04/18/
call-for-art-on-the-consequences-of-hatespeech-iii/ for submission information,

card game with Morris’ father. Morris told
Ruth of an encounter the Sheriff had with
a northern Ku Klux Klan organizer. When
the Sheriff learned of the Klan’s stance
against “blacks, Catholics, and Jews,” the
Sheriff sent him packing.
Ruth said that for her father, Fitzgerald
was a town where a poor Jewish boy
could be invited to speak in black and
white Christian churches. “I sermonized a
number of times in a black Baptist church,”
Morris said. “The preacher [C.L] Jackson
would intone, ‘My brothers and sisters,
please welcome my fine young Jewish
friend.’”
Ruth said, “In bringing me to
Fitzgerald, Dad wanted me to see who
he really was and what had made him

that way. He wanted me to know that
fundamentally, in spite of his honors —
his Rhodes Scholarship, his partnerships in
one of New York’s leading law firms, his
stints as advisors to Presidents Kennedy,
Carter, Bush and Reagan, his service
as president of Brandeis University, the
United Negro College Fund, the National
Council for Soviet Jews, and as General
Counsel to the Peace Corps, our nation’s
representative to the U.N. Commission on
Human Rights, and more — in spite of all
this recognition, Morris Berthold Abram
was Fitzgerald, and today, with your
artistic mural and your commemoration,
you reply that Fitzgerald is Morris Abram.
He would be trilled, Thank you.”
Penson Kaminsky of the Fitzgerald

Hebrew Congregation offered the following
invocation to open the ceremony: “Dear
God, we ask your blessing on the dedication
of the mural of Morris Abram who was a
tireless advocate for all things that were
right. He was born and reared in Fitzgerald,
educated in our local schools, and we believe
he exemplified all that is good about this
town. My rabbi points out that the title of his
autobiography The Day Is Short is a passage
from the Mishnah that reads, “the day is
short and the work is long, which speaks
to all of his great accomplishments. We ask
your blessing for our endeavor here today.
Amen.”

who were in the Holocaust, and how they
were hurt by the people that did not like
people like them.

-----

should learn about this because it was really
bad and we don’t want it to happen again.
The Jews weren’t the only mistreated people
during World War II. Hitler only liked a
certain kind of people he named Aryans,
and he thought they were superior. Hitler
blamed the Depression on the Jews, and
that’s how he rose to power. He murdered
11 million people. I think this is a very sad
time, and we should remember everyone
who was killed.

----Stones of Remembrance
The Stones of Remembrance in-class
project really saddened me that human
beings would treat people like this. What I
liked was how deep we got into the subject.
While some people might make fun of this
project, I feel deeply about it because a lot
of my family died in the Holocaust. This
project made us feel like we were giving
back the identity to a child, while the Nazis
were just throwing away their beautiful
names and identities and giving them a
horrid number. Like that could replace it!
These stones very much helped the
class. Before we began, there should have
been a box of tissues on every table. Now,
we feel like we have in a way remembered
and reborn them. This project is, in a way,
deep and joyful at the same time. Though
many people died in the Holocaust, a great
number survived. This project basically
embodied the feeling of how cruel these
concentration camps actually were.

Stones of Remembrance

guidelines, timeline, and requirements.
Visit jewishartsalon.org for more
information on the Jewish Art Salon or
to learn more about Peninsula Jewish
Community Center visit pjcc.org.

This article is reprinted with permission
from The Herald-Leader in Fitzgerald.

The Stones of Remembrance project
really moved me emotionally. It made me
realize that the world is not a perfect place.
This project REALLY made me sad. The
Holocaust should have never happened.
Adolf Hitler was the most cruel, twisted,
wicked human being that ever walked on
this earth.
All those children died because of
----one person? When I got my slip of paper, I
wanted to cry. My child was only one year
The Memory Stone
old! Giving those children back their names
did cheer me up a little though, knowing
A couple of weeks ago, we made stones
that I was doing something for the children for the kids that died in the Holocaust. We
that died.
did this because the children who went to
a concentration camp — and died — had
----their names taken away and were called
by a number; so they were basically not
The Holocaust
even people at those camps. We did this to
remember the one and a half million kids that
The Holocaust was a very horrific died at all kinds of different concentration
time period during WWII when the Nazis camps.
captured and sent the Jews to places called
It meant a lot to us all because the ages
concentration camps. The Jews had to wear varied so much and the kids — of all ages
yellow stars as identification. Their rights — had to experience this. And, although
were taken away and instead of their name it is SUPER sad that the whole Holocaust
they were called by a number. This time happened in the first place, we had to learn
period was the worst in history. I think we about it so it never has to happen again.
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JewishHome Life adds the Jewish Tower to its family of services
After 40 years of sharing the same
campus but operating independently, The
Jewish Home Tower (The Jewish Tower)
has become part of the Jewish Home Life
Communities (Jewish HomeLife) continuum
of senior care services. The boards of both
non-profit organizations voted on January 30
to approve this strategic arrangement, which
became official on April 1.
Known as “The Tower” to many
Atlantans, the 200-apartment high rise shares
the same campus as The William Breman
Jewish Home. The Tower’s 40-year-old
community provides affordable housing to
older adults with low-to-moderate incomes.
Rent is subsidized by the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for
those who meet their qualifications. As part of
Jewish HomeLife, The Tower will continue
to offer both HUD subsidized housing and
market-rate rent for adults age 62 and over.
It will continue to operate as a non-profit
organization under the Jewish HomeLife
umbrella.
After the retirement of The Tower’s first
and only executive director, Myron Golub,
The Tower board of directors believed the
new arrangement made sense, given the
organization’s and the Jewish community’s
objectives. The board of Jewish HomeLife
unanimously agreed to assume ownership
and management, enabling the organization to
expand its independent living footprint. The
Tower’s Occupancy and Compliance Director

Lee Pratt moved into the executive director
role as of January 1.
Jewish HomeLife Board Chair Deborah
Maslia acknowledged that many in the
community assumed The Tower had always
been part of Jewish HomeLife. “There has
often been a misconception that The William
Breman Jewish Home managed The Tower,
but it has been independently operated since
it opened. For those of us who grew up in
Atlanta, The Tower is as much a part of our
tradition as The Home, and we have fond
memories of visiting relatives over the last 40
years. We are excited to bring this wonderful
community into our family.”
Jewish Tower Board Chair Stephen M.
Berman, who is also a past chair of Jewish
HomeLife, was actively involved when the
original Tower Board saw a need for a quality
housing option for low-to-moderate-income
seniors. “For 40 years, The Jewish Tower has
provided comfort, security, and friendship
for thousands of people in our community.
Our founders had the foresight to locate on a
campus where residents could get additional
support if ever needed. Our proximity to The
William Breman Jewish Home makes it a
perfect option to age in place.”
One of the first orders of business
after becoming part of Jewish HomeLife is
examining the possibility of refurbishing the
40-year-old building. The Jewish HomeLife
Board believes renovating The Tower is a very
high priority and has asked staff to explore a

Federation News
ANNUAL
MEETING
HONORS
COMMUNITY. Jewish Federation of
Greater Atlanta (JFGA) will present
the 2019 Lifetime of Achievement and
Community Awards at its 113th Annual
Meeting, Wednesday, June 5, 7:00 p.m., at
the Marcus Jewish Community Center of
Atlanta (MJCCA).
Native Atlantan Harry Maziar will
receive the Lifetime of Achievement Award.
Maziar was raised in a home where it was a
Talmudic obligation
to help others. As he
has said, “The blue
box in our house
wasn’t Tiffany, it was
the Jewish National
Fund pushke [charity
box].” From this
foundation,
he
went on to forge a
Harry Maziar
legendary career in
business and become one of Atlanta’s most
remarkable philanthropic leaders. Maziar
played a towering role as top “salesman”
for the Jewish community and other worthy
Atlanta philanthropies. In the Jewish world,
he has led the boards of Federation and
the MJCCA and served at The William
Breman Jewish Home and Jewish Family
& Career Services. He also served United
Way of Metropolitan Atlanta and the Atlanta

Humane Society.
Community Awards and their recipients
are:
• Abe Schwartz Young Leadership
Award: Jessica Sacks. This award is
presented to an outstanding individual
under the age of 40 who demonstrates
a considerable level of involvement in
the Jewish community and significant
leadership potential.
• Gerald H. Cohen Community
Development Award: David Fisher. This
award is presented to an outstanding
individual who is not a native of Atlanta and
has lived in the community less than seven
years. It recognizes exemplary levels of
community engagement by newer members
of the community.
• Marilyn Shubin Professional Staff
Development Award: Maya Selber (Jewish
Kids Group). This award is presented to an
outstanding Jewish communal professional
with an expressed passion for creating a
strong Jewish community and the ability to
motivate and inspire others.
• Max & Mary London People
Power Award: Sharon Spiegelman (Jewish
Family & Career Services’ One Good
Deed program). This award is presented
to a hands-on direct service volunteer (or
volunteers) who has made a significant
difference in the quality of Jewish life in

Harley Tabak with Jewish Tower team members Gal Fonseca, Lee Pratt,
Marianna Fuller, and Marla Feld
means of funding for necessary upgrades.
Executive Director Pratt is also
looking forward to upcoming technology
enhancements and additional upgrades that
will benefit residents. “History shows us
that the larger the community, the tighter
the support system. This coming together of
resources makes us all stronger. We are excited
to provide the web of a thriving community,
for people aging gracefully in place.”
Jewish HomeLife President & CEO
Harley Tabak said, “as friends and neighbors

for the last 40 years, The Jewish Tower has
always been a consideration in the services
Jewish HomeLife provides to residents on
our Howell Mill campus. Our goal is to make
it even easier for Tower residents to access
our extensive array of programs and services
and to enhance the quality of life for everyone
who calls The Tower home.”
To learn more about The Jewish Tower,
contact The Tower at 404-351-3536, or visit
JewishHomeLife.org.

Atlanta.
• Tikkun Olam/Community Impact
Award: Rachel Alterman Wallack (VOX
Teen Communications). This award is given
to a Jewish community member who has
played a significant role in improving the
world and has done innovative work at a
nonprofit not directly associated with the
Jewish community.
The event will be followed by a dessert
reception. For more information and to
RSVP, visit jewishatlanta.org.

welcoming and engaging interfaith
families. This partnership assembled Jewish
communal professionals, lay leaders, clergy,
and funders for frank, open discussions,
workshops, and more.
Broadcast journalist Daryn Kagan
served as master of ceremonies, facilitating a
dialogue with featured couples and families.
Archie Gottesman of JewBelong gave
the keynote address on Jewish communal
engagement and belonging.
The Interchange ended with exciting
rapid-fire pitches from participants on
projects that will move the community
forward on Interfaith welcome.
Visit
jewishatlanta.org/impact/theinterchange-embracing-the-interfaithopportunity/ for more information or e-mail
interchange@jewishatlanta.org.

ACCOLADES
FROM
CHARITY
NAVIGATOR. For the sixth consecutive
year, the Jewish Federation of Greater
Atlanta has received a 4-star rating, the
highest possible rating, from Charity
Navigator, the nation’s largest and mostutilized evaluator of charities.
Charity Navigator’s rating system
examines two broad areas of a charity’s
performance:
financial
health
and
accountability/transparency. A 4-star rating
indicates that the charity is “exceptional”
and “exceeds industry standards and
outperforms most charities in its Cause.”
Visit
charitynavigator.org/index.
cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=3939 to
see Federation’s rating report and to learn
more about Charity Navigator.
THE INTERCHANGE: EMBRACING
THE INTERFAITH OPPORTUNITY.
JFGA and InterfaithFamily rolled out
the welcome mat recently in a groundbreaking conference in an exploration of
the opportunities and challenges around

Rabbi Malka Packer Moore of
Interfaith Family Atlanta; Lily Brent,
Repair the World; and Shira Hahn,
One Table (photo: Scenesations
Photography)
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Giving back to the community is in Gail Solomon’s blood
BY Helen ScherrerDiamond
Gail Solomon is an active go-getter. At
age 76 you may find Gail at the Buckhead
Coalition office, working part-time for Sam
Massell, or at Mercedes Benz Stadium
(MBS) directing premium seating fans to
their suites, or perhaps you will find her at
Ahavath Achim Synagogue (AA), leading
an event or program with her Mature Active
Adult Community (MAAC for short) or
coordinating the quarterly citywide blood
drive, on behalf of the American Red Cross.
You may even find Gail volunteering at
the Georgia Aquarium where she has been
a volunteer since 2011. “Good Morning
America” recently featured the Aquarium’s
new baby otters. (We hope the new baby
otters, born at the Georgia Aquarium can
keep up with Gail.)
“Working at Mercedes Benz Stadium
is getting paid to have fun,” Gail says.
The highlight of her working at MBS was
the opportunity to work the Super Bowl
greeting local and out of town guests. After
a 14-hour day standing on her feet she felt
exhilarated and excited about having had
the opportunity to be a part of Super Bowl
Sunday.
Wherever you find Gail, you will see a
warm smile and feel her embrace and see her
glow. You know she is busy, but never too
busy to give you a hug. Gail inspires those
she meets with her warmth and kindness.
Her articles in the Beineinu, AA’s magazine
of community programs and news, are
inspiring and share good information.
Trailblazer Gail is totally involved in
community programs which have touched
people’s lives in so many positive ways.
MAAC membership program at AA began
in September 2018 and already has more
than 160 members. Gail initiated events like
a Sunday Brunch to introduce the program,

a visit to the newly relocated Cyclorama
at the Atlanta History Center in Buckhead.
Seventy-nine people signed up for the
recent visit. It was a huge, well-coordinated,
successful social event. As you can imagine,
Gail’s love of Civil Human Rights has been a
motivation to her throughout her whole life.
They have also done a bus tour of the Atlanta
Beltline. More exciting programs are in the
works including another Sunday Brunch on
September 15 with the entertaining “Gray
Matters Band.”
Gail is well known for coordinating
the quarterly citywide American Red
Cross Blood Drive at AA, which started
with the combining of the Jewish War
Veterans, Fulton Masonic Lodge, and
AA coordinating and collaborating, then
reaching out to new synagogue sponsors
and trying new marketing techniques to
increase the volume of donors and pints.
Gail brought in Congregations Shearith
Israel and Or VeShalom to co-sponsor the
blood drive. She works hard to remind
donors to schedule their appointments and
to assure all the details are covered when
bringing in volunteers, blood donors, and
the Red Cross professional staff. The event
is sponsored by the American Red Cross
and the two synagogues.
Gail has had a huge success and has
increased the donor pints by 60%. She still
gives credit to her friendship with Ann and
Norman Diamond, who inspired her to
give blood back in 1986. She recalls how
Norman Diamond held her hand as she gave
her first pint of blood. Motivated by need
and the growing requests, Gail decided to
dedicate her passion to help four times per
year. Many long-time donors like Freddie
Halperin, Richard Siegel, Bob Tepper,
and Linda Lippitt as well as many other
generous people, have donated gallons of
blood, and their time. Gail is proud of the
fact that when she donates one more pint of
blood, she will have donated 100 pints of
her own blood.
She took her first steps into the
business world in 1988, when she
purchased a destination management
company, Guidelines-Atlanta, from Betty

Gail Solomon
Ann Shusterman. She planned parties,
tours, transportation, and special events
for convention groups meeting in Atlanta.
She sold the business in 2004 and began
working at the Georgia Dome as executive
services manager, managing the suite and
club level seat seating. Three years later, she
became the volunteer and event coordinator
for Mary Norwood in her first campaign for
mayor of Atlanta. Gail also spent three years
working as development administrator at
AA.
In addition to being mother of two adult
sons and one daughter, Doug, Danny, and
Caren, she is also the favorite “Grandma”
to her six adorable and highly active

grandchildren. When Gail is not attending
one of her grandchildren’s ice hockey
games, karate matches, or Eagle Scouts
ceremonies, she probably is babysitting or
housesitting for her children or socializing
with friends. Having recently lost her male
companion, Leon Socol, (z”l.), Gail finds
time to go to services at both Shearith
Israel, which Leon attended, and AA, where
Gail has been a member for 54 years. While
Gail moves in many directions of her hectic
life, she still finds time for herself, which
includes exercising in her home for one
hour every day. She is an excellent cook
and keeps kosher.

Papa’s magic box
BY Balfoura
“Bo” Levine
Born and raised in Shanghai, China, I
was probably about five years old when Papa
came home from work one day carrying a
large box. I was standing on my tippy toes
with excitement to see its contents.
Papa took out a dark brown wooden

box, placed it on a small table, and then
plugged the wire from that box into what
was probably the only outlet in our entire
house. Papa fiddled with some dials and
then, as if by magic, a man’s voice came
out of that box, saying something about the
news of the day.
Papa told me that box was called a
radio. I was probably almost as excited
decades later, in the early 1950s, to see my
first television set, black and white, while on
a trip to New York City.
Back in those days, all the neighbors
would crowd into the house or apartment of
the fortunate few to even own a television

set. Remember those rabbit-ears antennae
on top of the set?
Within one century, we have gone from
horse-drawn carriages to cars, from radios
and operator-assisted telephones to TVs,
computers, cell phones, outer space, and
virtually anything else we can dream about.
Amazingly, I was and am present to see and
experience most of it.
Yes, “those were the days,” and I think
they really were the good old days. What’s
good about them is that I am now living here
in Atlanta—in the USA, to enjoy every bit
of life with my family and friends.
God Bless America.

Papa’s magic box
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Hadassah News

HADASSAH’S
BEST
STROKES
CELEBRATES SURVIVORS, IGNITES
HOPE. Survivor stories, an art walk with
original artworks, live auctions, a Treasure
Chest worth over $11,000, and food from
Affairs to Remember all served to make
Hadassah’s 5th annual Breast Strokes, The
Big Reveal, a night of precious memories
to raise funds for research and awareness
to combat breast and ovarian cancer. The
event, co-chaired by Debra Sharker and
Marsha Cintorino, took place March 10, at
the Foundry at Puritan Mill.
The evening’s host and auctioneer was
Michael Blair, of Michael Blair Productions.
The enthusiastic and entertaining style of
this motivational emcee, entertainer, and DJ
helped raise funds for the Hadassah Medical
Organization (HMO).
Passions, personalities, hopes, and
dreams defined the 2019 Best Stroke’s 36
survivor models. On Paint Day, which was
held in November of 2018, artists gathered
to paint the bodies of the models, who were
then photographed by three photographers
to create the works of art that were revealed
at the March event. Ellen Weinstein, cochair of Paint Day, said, “Magic happens on
Paint Day, emotionally and physically.”
The Honoree of Best Strokes, The Big
Reveal, was Cynthia Good, entrepreneur,
women’s activist, journalist, author, and
creator of littlepinkbook.com, a digital and
events resource for women. She honored
her mother, whom she lost to cancer, with a
poignant poem, “Elegy to Elaine.”
Honorary Chair Martha Jo Katz,
a long-time resident of Atlanta and
international fashion model, entrepreneur,
event consultant, artist, and author, lost her
mother to cancer at age 68; recently, her
niece was diagnosed with an aggressive type
of ovarian cancer. Katz has been involved
in fundraising for many years to eradicate
breast and ovarian cancer. She said, “It is up
to each one of us to give our best to fight this
disease and to support organizations such as
Hadassah that are committed to the task of
research for the cure and treatment for those

affected.”
In recognition of last year’s 100th
anniversary of the Hadassah School of
Nursing in Israel, which was established by
Hadassah founder Henrietta Szold, oncology
nurses representing Emory Winship Cancer
Institute, Emory St. Joseph’s, WellStar
Hospital, and Northside Hospital Cancer
Institute were honored. Debra Sharker
said, “We are so proud of the nurses in our
community. We cannot make it through this
journey without them.”
Megan Claire Chase, one of last year’s
models and a three-year breast cancer
survivor, addressed the crowd on behalf of
this year’s participating models. She said
that having her story painted was one of the
most empowering things she has ever done.
She shared words and experiences of this
year’s breast and ovarian cancer survivors.
One model said that the findings from
Hadassah research saved her life. A model
with metastatic breast cancer shared that she
is dying and that more research is needed
on metastatic breast cancer and how it is
diagnosed.
The sole male model, 33 years old and
married with children, says he fought this
“beast” and survived. He stressed that more
research and trials are needed on breast
cancer in men. He’s learned to “always
count your blessings and don’t stress about
the small stuff.” The youngest survivor, a
20-year-old college student with a loving
family and boyfriend, was diagnosed with
a rare form of ovarian cancer; she called
for more research to be conducted on rare
cancers. Her advice was, “Always advocate
for yourself; my persistence saved my life.”
Megan closed by saying that more
research, awareness, and support are needed,
and that is the goal of Hadassah and events
such as The Big Reveal.
Although the event has past, donations
can still be sent by check to Hadassah
Greater Atlanta, 1050 Crown Point Parkway,
Suite 500, Atlanta GA 30338, or made by
credit card at 678-443-2961. For more
information, visit hadassah.org/Atlanta.

May-June 2019
Best Strokes
Steering
Committee
members (from
left, back)
Crystal Stubbs,
Debra Sharker, and
Marsha Cintorino;
and (front)
Linda Weinroth,
Robin Hyman,
Phyllis M. Cohen,
and
Sheila Dalmat

School of Nursing honorees (from left) Clarice J. Schuyler (Northside Hospital
Cancer Institute), Brianne Cook (Emory St. Joseph’s), Kellie Mitchell (WellStar
Hospital), and Jeanne Cunius-Young (Emory Winship Cancer Institute) hold
their certificates of appreciation from Hadassah Greater Atlanta.
BEYOND PASSOVER — KETURA
HADASSAH’S KOSHER COOKING
DEMO. In April, the Ketura Group
of Hadassah Greater Atlanta hosted a
kosher cooking demonstration by Delores
Lazerson, at the home of Sharon Freedman.
At the demo, Lazerson stressed that she
has taken numerous cooking classes, cooks
all the time, and likes to experiment, but she
is not a professional chef.
A Hadassah
member
attended
Lazerson’s
Italian
kosher
cooking
demonstration at Congregation Etz Chaim,
and later, while they were waiting in line at
an Atlanta Jewish Film Festival screening,

asked if she would do a demo for Hadassah
as well. She was enthusiastic until she
learned that it was to be a demo on dishes that
could also be served on Passover, to which
she replied, “Oy!” However, she rose to the
challenge beautifully by demonstrating how
to prepare chicken in potacchio, potato and
vegetable sauté, and snack bars.
The guests enjoyed samples and went
home with the recipes that Delores created.
At least one Ketura member has tried
several of the recipes and said they were
delicious. To learn more about Hadassah
and the Ketura group, go to hadassah.org/
atlanta.

Delores Lazerson
and Sharon
Freedman were
presented
certificates of
appreciation:
(from left)
Delores Lazerson,
Ketura President
Maxine Schein,
Sharon Freedman,
and Ketura
Programming VP
Esther Low
Debra Sharker (from left), Cynthia
Good, Martha Jo Katz, and Marsha
Cintorino (photos: Chuck Wolf’s
Photo & Design Bar)

Debra Sharker (from left), Marsha
Cintorino, and Ellen Weinstein,
against the backdrop of model art
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Delores Lazerson
creating her
fragrant and
delicious dishes
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Temple Beth David will
install new rabbi in July

On Friday, July 12, Jesse Charyn will
be installed as the new rabbi of Temple
Beth David, in Snellville, Georgia. “This
will be a proud and joyous occasion for
our congregation,” said Barry Nickelsberg,
president of Temple Beth David. “We
have been searching for a new rabbi for
nearly three years, and our search has been
handsomely rewarded.”

Community outreach and adult education
are near the top of my priorities. I’m
looking forward to working with our young
people and across generations, planning to
start an adult b’nai Mitzvah program in the
fall, offer grief counseling, and building
rapport with local hospitals, community,
and religious leaders. I’ll be performing
religious services, too, while familiarizing
myself with Temple Beth David’s customs

Passover recipes by Delores Lazerson
Chicken in Potacchio
Serves 4 to 6
6 chicken thighs or drumsticks
4-5 tablespoons of Italian olive oil
3 cloves of fresh garlic, crushed
1 small onion, minced
2-3 rosemary sprigs
1/2 cup white wine
1/2 cup tomato puree
Wash chicken pieces and pat dry.
Coat saucepan large enough for chicken
pieces with olive oil. Heat pan over medium
heat and add chicken, cooking on each side
for 4-5 minutes, until lightly browned.
Remove chicken and set aside. Reduce
the heat, add crushed garlic and minced
onion, and cook until soft and translucent,
about 5-7 minutes.
Return browned chicken to pan,
along with rosemary sprigs. Return heat to
medium. Add the wine, and allow it to sizzle
for 2 minutes. Add the tomato puree, and
generously sprinkle with salt and pepper.
Cook chicken 30-40 minutes, or until
juices run clear, turning every 10 minutes.
If the pan begins to look dry, add a spoonful
of hot water as necessary. Cook. Arrange
chicken on a warmed platter and pour
remaining pan sauce on the chicken.
----Potato and Vegetable Saute
Serves 4-6
1-2 large cleaned russet potatoes, sliced 1/4”
thick
1 leek thinly sliced or 1 large onion sliced
1 broccoli crown, cut into small pieces
2-3 cups baby spinach, stems removed and
sliced into thin strips
Salt and cracked pepper
2-3 cloves chopped garlic
1/2 teaspoon red pepper (optional)
1/2 teaspoon turmeric
1/2 teaspoon paprika
3-4 tablespoons olive oil
Coat bottom of pan with oil. Add
leek, sprinkle with salt and pepper, and add

paprika and turmeric. Stir and cook until leek
is soft and translucent. Remove leek.
Add potatoes, and add oil if needed.
Reduce heat. Sprinkle potatoes with salt,
pepper, and, if using, red pepper. If the
potatoes are dry, add a few drops of hot water,
one tablespoon at a time.
Cook until potatoes are soft; be careful
not to overcook.
Add broccoli and cover pan with lid.
Steam about 10-12 minutes.
Just prior to serving, sprinkle spinach on
top, cover pan, and let sit five minutes.
Use a spatula to transfer to warmed
platter. Serve immediately.
Note: turmeric is a good anti-inflammatory.
----Snack Bars
1 cup pumpkin seeds
1 cup sunflower seeds
1 cup chopped dates
1 cup sliced almonds
1/3 cup sesame seeds
1/3 cup hemp seeds
1/3 cup chia seeds
1/3 cup roasted flax seeds
1 egg white
1/3 cup honey
2 teaspoons vanilla (optional)
Cinnamon sugar (2 tablespoons sugar, 1
teaspoon of cinnamon)
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Press
parchment paper into a 9” x 12” pan, going
up the slides of the pan.
Mix seeds and sliced almonds in a large
bowl. Add egg whites, vanilla, and honey. Stir
until all the seeds and nut slices are coated.
Press mixture into parchment lined pan.
Sprinkle with cinnamon sugar.
Bake for 25-30 minutes. Remove from
oven and cool only ten minutes.
While still warm, remove from pan by
picking up sides of parchment, and place
entire bar on a flat surface. Cut into desired
sized bars with a pastry cutter in chopping
format. Do not cut with a knife.
Cool completely before placing in
storage containers or baggies. Use waxed or
parchment paper between bars for storage.

Rabbi Jesse Charyn
Rabbi Jesse, as he likes to be called,
is extraordinarily well versed in Jewish
tradition and ritual. He began his rabbinic
studies immediately upon graduation
from Arizona State University in 2011,
enrolling in the Ziegler School of Rabbinic
Studies. He was ordained in 2018 at the
Jewish Spiritual Leaders Institute. He
plans to continue his studies toward a
master’s degree in nonprofit leadership and
management. Temple Beth David will be his
first full rabbinate. Previously, Rabbi Jesse
has served as a Hebrew teacher, Jewish
educator, religious school director, chaplain
intern, and resident.
Rabbi Jesse’s college education was
preceded by four years in Israel, where he
served as a member of the Israel Defense
Force as an airborne, special-forces soldier.
“This was a defining experience in my life,”
he says proudly, “and I maintain lifelong
bonds with my Israeli teammates. I also met
my wife Shira in Israel, which makes those
years even more meaningful.”
“I have so many plans for Temple
Beth David,” Charyn said. “It’s a vibrant
congregation, with even greater potential.

A

Peter Yarrow
and rituals. I can’t wait to get started.”
“We are planning a gala weekend to
celebrate Rabbi Charyn’s installation,” said
Barry Nickelsberg. “The installation itself
will take place during Shabbat services on
Friday, July 12, at 7:30 p.m. On Saturday,
July 13, Rabbi Jesse will lead Shabbat
services in the morning. That evening,
at 8:00 p.m., at Temple Beth David,
celebrations will continue with a special
concert by Peter Yarrow (of Peter, Paul, and
Mary). On Sunday, July 14, there will be a
family picnic, during which Rabbi Jesse, his
wife, Shira, and their daughter, Rayna, can
get to know our members and friends. The
weekend is open to all. Temple Beth David
is located at 1885 McGee Rd., Snellville.”

Tickets for the Peter Yarrow concert
can be purchased at bit.ly/TBD-Peter2019.
Cost is $9/children under 13, $18/adults,
and $36/VIP (reserved seating in the first
two rows). Tickets will not be sold at door.
Doors open at 7:30 p.m. Concert begins
promptly at 8:00 p.m.

We Stand With Israel

A
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Thought you’d like to know
By Jonathan Barach
SUMMER SWIM TEAM. Join the
Marcus Jewish Community Center of
Atlanta’s year-round competitive swim
team, the Zaban Sharks. Learn advanced
swimming techniques while making
friends, enjoying friendly competition,
and learning the values of teamwork and
good sportsmanship. This program, for
ages 4-18, starts in May and takes place
at various dates and times; cost varies.
Contact Jenni Beebe, 678-812-3862 or
jenni.beebe@atlantajcc.org, or RSVP at
atlantajcc.org/swimteam.
LIFEGUARDING
CLASSES.
Interested in a great summer job or
challenging career as a professional
lifeguard? The MJCCA, 5342 Tilly
Mill Road, Dunwoody, offers lifeguard
training and certification, for ages 15+,
with the American Red Cross. Training
is offered during May and June at
various dates and times; cost varies.
Contact Jenni Beebe, 678-812-3862 or
jenni.beebe@atlantajcc.org, or RSVP at
atlantajcc.org/lifeguard.
MOMMY, DADDY & ME SWIM
CLASSES AT THE MJCCA. A parentchild swim lesson is a fun, safe way to
introduce children to the water. With the
reassuring support of their parents’ arms,
children ages six months to two years
will learn such important pre-swimming
skills as floating, kicking, putting
their faces into the water, and blowing
bubbles. Class size is limited to eight
participants; parents are required to be
in the water with their child at all times.
Classes are held during May and June,
at various dates and times; cost varies.
Contact Jenni Beebe, 678-812-3862 or
jenni.beebe@atlantajcc.org, or RSVP at
atlantajcc.org/mommydaddyme.
AJC 75TH ANNUAL MEETING. The
American Jewish Committee Atlanta
will hold its 75th annual meeting on
Tuesday, May 21, 11:45 a.m.-1:15
p.m., at 103 West, 103 West Paces
Ferry Road. The event will feature
outgoing President Melanie Nelkin,
insights from AJC National Presidentelect Harriet Schleifer, and election of
officers, executive board, and board of
councilors. The cost is $35 for lunch.
RSVP at eventbrite.com/e/ajc-atlanta75th-annual-meeting-tickets.
Visit
ajcatlanta.org for more information.
MJCCA FOOD TRUCK THURSDAY
AT BROOK RUN PARK. Bring your
friends, lawn chairs, and blankets,
and celebrate Lag Ba’Omer at Brook
Run Park, 4770 N. Peachtree Road,
Dunwoody, on Thursday, May 23, 5:00-

8:30 p.m. Enjoy choral performances by
The Weber School Chorus and The Davis
Academy Magical Melodies, local teen
bands, craft stations, kids’ activities,
prizes, and more. Kosher vendors
include Keith’s Corner BBQ, A Kosher
Touch, and Cotton Cravings. The event
is free, for all ages, and open to the
community. Contact Rabbi Glusman,
678-812-4161 or Rabbi.Glusman@
atlantajcc.org for information, or RSVP
at atlantajcc.org/foodtruck.
MJCCA BOOKS FOR BREAKFAST:
SUMMER SERIES. Over 60 and
hungry for a good read and lively
discussion? Then join this monthly book
club morning feast of ideas, exciting
conversation, and thought-provoking
analysis. Meetings are Tuesdays, May 28
and June 25, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 noon. The
cost is members/free, community/$5.
For monthly book selections, visit
atlantajcc.org/summerbooks.
Contact
Earl Finley, 678-812-4070 or earl.
finley@atlantajcc.org, or RSVP at
atlantajcc.org/summerbooks.
NATIONAL SENIOR HEALTH &
FITNESS DAY. Get your workout on
and celebrate health and wellness at
this MJCCA event for active mature
adults over 60, Wednesday, May 29,
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Learn about the
class offerings and enjoy a snack and
bottled water when you sign up for a
free consultation. Share your favorite
tips for positivity and the fitness classes
you want to see offered at the MJCCA,
and you could win a prize. The event
is free and open to the community.
Contact Earl Finley, 678-812-4070 or
earl.finley@atlantajcc.org, or RSVP at
atlantajcc.org/fitnessday.
GYMNASTICS CLASSES AT THE
MJCCA. MJCCA’s gymnastics classes
for boys and girls ages 3-5 provide
children a fun, safe, and creative
gymnastics
environment,
while
introducing basic skills on all four
events—vault, bars, beam, and floor. The
classes, which encourages coordination,
strength, and motor development, start
in June and take place at various dates
and times. For information, contact
Stacey Harris, 678-812-4045 or stacey.
harris@atlantajcc.org, or RSVP at
atlantajcc.org/gymnasticsclasses.
SUMMER KICKOFF POOL PARTY.
The entire community is invited to a free
pool party and community celebration
at the MJCCA, Sunday, June 2, 12:00
noon-3:00 p.m. Families and adults
of all ages will enjoy the beautiful
outdoor pools and splash park. The day
will feature music, door prizes, face

painting, games, activities, free ice pops
for children, and more. Food will be
available for purchase. Contact Rabbi
Glusman, 678-812-4161 or Rabbi.
Glusman@atlantajcc.org, or RSVP at
atlantajcc.org/poolparty.
CO-ED SOFTBALL. Come out and
play with MJCCA Young Adults 21+
this summer. Co-ed Softball meets
Wednesdays, June 5-August 14, from
7:00-10:00 p.m. Don’t miss out on a
great way to see your friends and make
new ones. Contact Nomi Mitchell, 678812-4055 or nomi.mitchell@atlantajcc.
org, or RSVP at atlantajcc.org/softball.
OUTDOOR SHABBAT POOL PARTY.
Dive Into Shabbat with family and
friends at the MJCCA’s Sherwin Glass
Aquatic Center, Fridays, June 7 and 21,
5:00-7:00 p.m. Open swim begins at
5:00 p.m., followed by Shabbat songs
and blessings with Rabbi Glusman at
6:00 p.m. Free ice pops, challah, and
grape juice will be served. This event is
free and open to the community. In case
of rain or threatening weather, call the
weather hotline, 678-812-4011, on the
afternoon of the event. Contact Rabbi
Glusman, 678-812-4161 or Rabbi.
Glusman@atlantajcc.org, or RSVP at
atlantajcc.org/dive.
CAMP BARNEY MEDINTZ SUMMER
TOURS. Prospective families this
summer are invited to Camp Barney
Medintz (CBM) during MJCCA’s
summer tours while camp is in session.
Tours, which are for families who do
not have children at CBM, are Sundays,
June 9, 16, and July 14, 10:30 a.m.12:00 noon, at CBM, 4165 Highway
129 N., Cleveland, Georgia. These tours
are free and open to the community.
Contact Michael Drucker, 678-812-3841
or michael.drucker@atlantajcc.org, or
RSVP at campbarney.org/openhouses.
CO-ED KICKBALL. Young adults 21+
are invited to enjoy the fun, fast-paced
game of kickball on Sundays, June 9-July
14, 10:00 a.m-noon. Kickball is open
to all skill levels and athletic abilities.
Come out and play, meet a friend, and
make memories after the game at a
designated local bar or brunch spot. The

cost is members/$65, community/$75.
Contact Nomi Mitchell, 678-812-4055
or nomi.mitchell@atlantajcc.org, or
RSVP at atlantajcc.org/kickball.
MOCK JURY TRIAL. Lovers of
criminal justice TV dramas won’t
want to miss this exciting trip to the
Georgia Public Safety Training Center,
where they will serve as jury members
for a mock trial, Thursday, June 13,
7:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. The cost for this
experience, which is for adults over 60,
is members/$10, community/$15. The
fee includes transportation, a breakfast
reception, and lunch. Meals will not be
kosher. Contact Earl Finley, 678-8124070 or earl.finley@atlantajcc.org, or
RSVP at atlantajcc.org/mocktrial.
THE CANTORS ARE COMING. The
American Conference of Cantors and
The Guild of Temple Musicians will
present a gala concert at The Temple,
June 25, at 7:30 p.m. The program
will include cantorial, Broadway,
and liturgical favorites and songs of
patriotism and national pride. The
concert will feature The Temple’s fifty
rank Aeolian Skinner pipe organ, one
of 12 in the country to merit a signature
plate from its rebuilder, G. Donald
Harrison, and its Boston grand piano.
This free event includes a dessert
reception in Schwartz-Goldstein Hall.
For more information, call The Temple
office at 404-873-1731.
PETER
YARROW
BENEFIT
CONCERT. Peter Yarrow, of Peter, Paul
and Mary, will perform at Temple Beth
David, 1885 McGee Road, Snellville,
in a benefit concert on Saturday, July
13, at 8:00 p.m. While Peter produced
some of the most memorable songs
in folk-music history (Puff the Magic
Dragon, Light One Candle), perhaps
his most meaningful undertaking is
Operation Respect, which focuses on
creating a positive, safe, and bully-free
school atmosphere for children. Temple
Beth David will share the proceeds of
this concert with Operation Respect.
For tickets, visit bit.ly/TBD-Peter2019.
For more information, contact Keni
Woodruff at 770-634-4862.
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Atlanta Born ~ Atlanta Owned ~ Atlanta Managed

Funeral and Cemetery Pre-planning
It’s easy: Over the phone, online, in person
It’s safe: Pre-payments are 100% escrowed in an account
you own
It’s responsible: Simplifies arrangements, removes burden from family, and fixes most funeral costs
WE HONOR ANY PRE-PAID FUNERAL
FROM ANY OTHER FUNERAL HOME

770.451.4999
www.DresslerJewishFunerals.com
Edward Dressler

The right coverage
makes the difference

RECOVERY HAPPENS

Pointe North
INSURANCE GROUP

Personal Insurance | Executive Benefits | Business Insurance | Employee Benefits

Call Rick Swerdlin CIC, ARM, Sr. Vice President
888.297.6317 | 678.336.7370 | PointeNorthIns.com
1100 Circle 75 Parkway | Suite 140 | Atlanta, GA 30339

If you, or someone you love, is struggling
with substance abuse, HAMSA can help.
Call 1-833-HAMSA-HELPS or visit HamsaHelps.org

HAMSA
Helping Atlantans
Manage Substance Abuse
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SOUTHERN EXCHANGE BALLROOMS

Rich History Meets Modern Elegance in Downtown Atlanta
Weddings | Mitzvahs | Corporate Events | Galas | Conventions & Tradeshows | Fundraisers | Productions & Wrap Parties

A MULTIFACETED VENUE IN A PREMIER LOCATION
With 6 distinct spaces and over 100,000 square feet of event space, we can accomodate any size occassion
from an intimate gathering to an extensive conference. Centrally located in the heart of downtown Atlanta,
we are within walking distance of several of Atlanta’s best hotels, easily accessible via public transportation,
and have skybridge access to a covered parking deck. From the elegant hospitality suite to our on-site
AV technicians, Southern Exchange Ballrooms couples an exquisite atmosphere with unbeatable convenience.

Whitehall Ballroom

Grant Loft

From glamorous & timeless Whitehall Ballroom with grand columns, historic marble floors, 14′ vintage crystal
chandeliers to the rustic and intimate Grant Loft with its exposed brick walls and vintage brass dome lighting,
Southern Exhange Ballrooms has the perfect space for your event. The addition of The Cellar and The 155
Room in December 2018 will bring over 40,000 square feet of new, distinct event space to Southern Exchange
Ballrooms. Currently remodeling and now Booking!

Davison Ballroom

200 Peachtree St NW, Atlanta GA 30303

Augusta Conference Center

|

www.southernexchangeatl.com

The Cellar

|

404.522.5522
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“Inescapable” continues at the Breman Augusta Jewish Museum
campaign goes worldwide
The William Breman Jewish Heritage
Museum recently opened “Inescapable:
The Life and Legacy of Harry Houdini,”
an original exhibition about the world’s
most famous magician. Featuring artifacts,
photos, and archival records, many on
loan from public and private collections,
Inescapable showcases the incredible story
of how this Hungarian Jewish immigrant,
Ehrich Weiss, transformed himself into an
international superstar.
Beginning with his birth in Budapest,
Hungary, in 1874, through his upbringing
as a rabbi’s son in Appleton, WI, visitors
travel through a series of themed sections
revealing how Houdini’s identity influenced
his career. Sections range from a focus
on his early years as a young immigrant
working odd jobs to his transformation to a
full-time magician. The exhibit goes beyond
his public persona and explores his personal
life from his family to his dedication to
community service.
Inescapable, curated by Baltimorebased magician and performer David
London not only deals with Weiss/
Houdini’s extraordinary career on the stage
but also takes visitors behind the curtain to
look at the influences that shaped his life.
“It gives visitors a deeper understanding of
how the Houdini story fits into the saga of
Jewish immigration in the late 19th century
and how the technological innovations of
his time enabled his rise to stardom,” says
Leslie Gordon, executive director of the
Breman Museum.
In addition to the exploration of his

Exhibition visitors inspired by the
magic of Houdini

early life, sections include:
• Setting the Stage, which describes
the struggles of Houdini’s early life and
the difficulties faced by his father. Artifacts
include a Hebrew bible that belonged to
Rabbi Weiss.
• The Self Liberator, which features
a spectacular display of reproduction
posters, photos, and press clippings, as well
as original apparatus that he used in his
performances.
• On the Cutting Edge, which
investigates his exploration of new
See BREMAN NEWS, page 23

Magical Mondays with magician
Tommy Johns teaching magic tricks
to visitors

It has been nearly three years since
a few concerned and outspoken Augusta
residents went before the City Commission
and committed to making the Augusta
Jewish Museum a reality. The original
Children of Israel synagogue was built in
1869, but moved out of the downtown area
in 1950. The space was later used by the
city to store official records because it was
located next door to the Augusta City Hall.
To transition from a dream to a reality,
the museum assembled an illustrious
board of directors, which has made many
difficult decisions in its relatively short
span of existence. One of the challenges
recognized has been to seek contributions
for the project, which is likely to require
significant funding.
Enter the fundraising marvel of the
technology era — GoFundMe.com. The
Augusta Jewish Museum has recently
established its own GoFundMe page,
making it known that the museum will tell
the story of the Augusta Jewish community
and how its members have contributed
locally as well as globally. In addition, the
museum will include a Holocaust memorial

Sensation!”

component, which will be the only one in
Georgia outside of Atlanta, and an area for
temporary exhibitions addressing pertinent
issues of the day.
For more information or to contribute,
visit GoFundMe.com and search for the
Augusta Jewish Museum.

Adas Yeshurun sells record
number of sandwiches
For the seventh consecutive year, Adas
Yeshurun Synagogue, in Augusta, conducted
an extremely successful corned beef sandwich
sale. Nearly 2,500 lunches, which included a
pickle, soda, bag of chips, and cookie, were

Houdini
“America’s
publicity poster

Augusta Jewish Museum

(back, from left) Tina Weinstein,
Harriet Ehrlich; (front) Terry Liebowitz,
and Marilyn Paul are just a few of the
many volunteers

distributed. The happy customers could dine
in, drive through, or receive delivery.
“It’s a lot of work, but really rewarding,”
said Tina Weinstein, one of the event chairs.
See YESHURUN, page 23

The oldest and youngest volunteers
— Sonny Levy and Sidney Sirull
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+
Click. Spit. Get Results.
Carrier Screening

BRCA Testing

AVAILABLE 24/7

COMING SOON

For over five years, JScreen has provided
affordable, at-home, reproductive
carrier screening across the United States.
JScreen’s licensed genetic counselors
deliver results for over 200 genetic
conditions common in Ashkenazi and
Sephardi Jews, and the general population.

Individuals register
for screening kits at
JScreen.org

JScreen is launching a BRCA testing
research study in the metro-Atlanta
area in 2019, to be followed by a
national testing program.
Screening will be geared toward
Ashkenazi Jews with no personal or close
family history of BRCA-related cancers.

To learn more, visit
JScreen.org/brca

In association with

The PEACH
BRCA Study

info@jscreen.org • 404.778.8640
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Breman News
From page 21
technologies and features clips from his
film career and a chance to listen to a rare
recording of his voice.
• Houdini’s Third Act: Exposing
Frauds, showcases his crusade against
deceptive spiritual mediums.
• The Final Bow/Curtain Call, which
sets the record straight on the events that
led to his death and explores the séances to
contact him by his wife, Bess.
Throughout the exhibition, visitors
can try out some of Houdini’s magic tricks,
including the world’s smallest version of
Houdini’s biggest illusion — making a fiveton elephant “vanish.”
During the exhibition’s run, The
Breman
will
offer
supplementary
programming, including several speakers
and family events. This includes “Magic
Mondays,” a series of kid’s events featuring
magical activities, stories, and projects, and
“Houdini’s Magic Block Party,” July 21,
a family event featuring street magicians,
concessions, and the opportunity to learn
magic that can be done at home. Also, at
this event, a group of magicians will attempt
a spectacular record-setting simultaneous
escape, with audience participation.
Programs include:
• “Magic in the Death Camp,”
interview with Holocaust survivor Werner
Reich, May 26
• “Magic and Monotheism,” lecture by
Rabbi Joe Prass, June 12
• “Peek Behind the Curtain: Meet
the Atlanta Magic Clubs,” Family
Programming, June 17
• “Atlanta
Magic
Spectacular:
Combined Atlanta Magic Club Show”
Family Programming, June 30
• “Luck and Charms: A curious
afternoon of magical mysteries,” starring
Joe M. Turner and Family Fun, July 7
• “Houdini in Early Cinema,” lecture
by John Cox, July 14
• “Houdini’s Magic Block Party,”
Community and Family Event and Party,
Lecture, July 21
• “Harry Houdini: Pulling Back the
Veil in Search of Cecelia,” lecture by

Werner Reich
Rolando Santos, July 28
• “Magic Mondays” weekly family
programming, through August 5
Houdini runs through August 11.
For more information, visit TheBreman.
org, or call 678-222-3700. The event and
programming schedule is subject to change;
check the website for updates.
MAGIC
SAVED
HOLOCAUST
SURVIVOR IN AUSCHWITZ. Werner
Reich joins magician, author, and
entrepreneur Joshua Jay onstage for an
interview on Sunday May 26 at 2 p.m. at
Atlanta’s William Breman Jewish Heritage
Museum, where he will share his story and
the magic of his survival. His harrowing
tale of escape from almost certain death by
the Nazis is presented as part of the Breman
Museum’s new exhibition, “Inescapable
The Life and Legacy of Harry Houdini.”
Reich, nearing 91, learned his first card
trick as a frightened, starving, emaciated
teenager sitting atop a wooden bunk at
Auschwitz next to a professional magician
named Herbert Levin, then age 30. Levin,
already known in European magic circles
as The Great Nivelli, taught young Werner
enough tricks to entertain the Nazi guards.
Levin also survived with his magic tricks,
but after the war, the two never saw each
other again despite both immigrating to the
United States.
A native of Berlin, Reich was only
six when his engineer father was fired as a
result of Germany’s anti-Jewish laws. The

The Marx Brothers, Duck Soup, 1933, (photo: IMDb)

family immigrated to Yugoslavia, but
Nazis invaded in 1941 and Reich’s father
had died the year before. His mother
placed him in hiding with families; one
family worked with the partisans whom
Reich helped until spring 1943, when the
Gestapo arrested, tortured and held him in
several prisons.
He ended up in the Theresienstadt
ghetto where he worked laying rail tracks
and exterminating buildings with the
same gas that was used to murder Jews in
death camps. Transferred to AuschwitzBirkenau in spring of 1944, Reich was
spared during Dr. Joseph Mengele’s brutal
selections, and he learned to entertain his
captors with magic.
“We have learned that every
survivor’s story is so different, but
each demonstrated similar themes of
resourcefulness and resilience,” said
Leslie Gordon, the museum’s executive
director. “Mr. Reich epitomizes this spirit
of survival, seizing on new knowledge
and the skill a bunkmate taught him when
he was a terrified, starving teenager.
Against great odds, he stayed alive.”
Admission is $12/adults, $8/seniors
age 62+, $6/students and educators with
ID, members free. Admission includes
touring the Holocaust gallery, “Absence
of Humanity;” the Houdini exhibit; and
the “Eighteen Artifacts” exhibit about
the history of Jews in Atlanta. For more
information or to RSVP visit TheBreman.

Yeshurun
From page 21

The synagogue’s rabbi, David Sirull,
remarked, “It’s simply heart-warming. Not
only do we bring smiles to the community
at large, but at the same time, we engage
the entire congregation. From teenagers
to volunteers in their 90s, we’re all in for

org or call 678-222-3700.
MUSIC OF THE MARX BROTHERS.
The next installment of the Molly Blank
Concert Series, which celebrates Jewish
contributions to music, is “The Music of
The Marx Brothers — An Evening of Song
and Comedy.” This concert will blend
songs and anecdotes to paint a hilarious
picture of the Marx Brothers’ comic and
musical achievements, showing the many
ways their Jewish heritage impacted their
artistry and point of view. The famous
brothers revolutionized American comedy
in the early part of the 20th century,
creating indelible comic personas with their
Broadway shows and films.
The
concert
features
seven
accomplished local musicians and musical
theater veterans. Presented in partnership
with Theatrical Outfit, it takes place Sunday,
June 2, at 5:00 p.m.
The concert will be preceded by a 4:00
p.m. reception with refreshments and will
be followed by a meet-and-greet session
with the performers.
The Molly Blank Jewish Concert Series
is made possible by the Molly Blank Fund
of the Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation.
Concerts take place at the William Breman
Jewish Heritage Museum, 1440 Spring
Street, in Midtown. For tickets, visit
thebreman.org/Events/2019-Molly-BlankConcert-Series or call 678-222-3700.

this one. As I like to say, great deal — great
cause.”
The Conservative congregation is more
than 125 years old.
The proceeds for this fundraiser are
shared with Forces United, a local organization
that helps veterans in needs find employment,
housing, education, and more.
The synagogue holds the Corned Beef
Sandwich Sale every March. It has already
sent out notices to supporters that read: “See
you in 2020!”
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field trip to the Apple Store at Lenox Square
to hone their skills in writing stories and
illustrating them on computers.

NEWLY ELECTED. Members of The
Weber School’s newly elected 20192020 student council executive board
and general board are President Sydney
Fialkow, Vice President Micah Bronfman,
VP-Programming Frankie Grossman, VPFinance Max Ripans, VP-Communication
Chloe Lipton, VP-Community Outreach
Noa Grace Pollinger, 10th Grade Reps
Molly Fisher and Ike Wachter, 11th Grade
Reps Emma Estroff and Bobbi Sloan,
and 12th Grade Reps Avi Young and Jack
Toporek.

GRADUATION 2019 PREPARATIONS.
Weber seniors began preparing for
graduation with traditional events such
as cap and gown photos. Seniors will be
recognized and celebrated on May 24.
Weber graduates received 211 acceptances
to more that 77 colleges and universities.

the highest and second-highest grade point
averages, respectively, reflecting four years
of hard work and dedication. Their love for
academics, their Jewish community, and
helping others is a true reflection of Weber
School values.

THE ART IS IN THE COUNTING. TDSA’s
second-graders love woodworking. They
recently built their very own sefirat omer
calendars to count the 49 days between
Passover and Shavuot.

SPRING AND GARDENING. The TDSA
kindergarteners are enjoying spring weather
and gardening.

A WEBER FIRST. Students at The Weber
School recently presented their spring
production, Avenue Q, and first-ever Dinner
Theatre. Weber cast and crew included Josh
Anderson, Isabel Berlin, Ammit Bezalel,
Jake Friedman, Caroline Goldman, Isaac
Lambert, Jordan Liban, Hope Lindner, Ari
Slomka, and Nathan Posner. Guest artists
were Amelia Heller, Izzy Wachter, Margaret
Edmonds, Chloe Richardson, Yingling
Zhu, and Trevor Perry. Professional team
members who helped bring New York
City to Weber were Cassandra Henderson,
Dionna Davis, John Burke, Kyrie Redding,
R. Paul Thomason, Gabrielle Rosenfeld,
Seth Lindner, and Reggie Simpson.

WORKING TO BE BEST IN THE FIELD.
TDSA middle school girls soccer players
pose for their team pictures.

Q AND U STICK TOGETHER.
spelling rules is fun when you
the “marriage” of Q and U.
kindergarteners learned that U
follows Q.

2019
VALEDICTORIAN
AND
SALUTATORIAN. The Weber School
Class of 2019 valedictorian is Ruthie
Stolovitz (right) and the salutatorian is
Sydney Rein (left). These students have

MASTERING THE METRIC SYSTEM.
The Torah Day School of Atlanta’s (TDSA)
fifth-graders are mastering the metric system
by using various brands of dish detergent,
blowing bubbles with them, measuring
the bubbles, and determining which brand
creates the largest bubbles.

Learning
celebrate
TDSA’s
normally

INSPIRING COLLABORATION AND
CREATIVITY. TDSA third-graders took a

CELEBRATING HEBREW NAMES.
Parents, grandparents, and teachers proudly
watched Epstein School kindergarten
students participate in a celebration of
their Hebrew names. These names will be
used to call them to the Torah throughout
their lifetimes in lifecycle rituals and as
part of their synagogue life experiences.
Many of these Hebrew names have been
passed down from family members, such
as grandparents, great grandparents, aunts,
or uncles. Community rabbis blessed the
students, who beamed with pride as they
performed songs, including L’Dor V’Dor
(from generation to generation), and
displayed colorful artwork including their
Hebrew names. Pictured: Alexis Bank and
Ashley Bonnet

PESACH MILESTONE. Epstein parents,
grandparents, and teachers kvelled as fourthgraders took them for a “walk through the
Haggadah.” Through rap songs and dances
they wrote and choreographed, students
demonstrated their understanding of the
story of the escape from slavery in Egypt
to freedom in Israel. They understand their
responsibility for those less fortunate, the
meaning of liberty and slavery throughout
history and around the world, and their
connection to American events such as the
Revolutionary War and the Civil Rights
Movement. They also possess skills to
lead the Seder, ensuring that this tradition
continues. Pictured: Daniel Silverman and
Abby Hanna

TECHNOLOGY CHAMPS. Six Epstein
students, representing four projects, placed
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in the top three at the 2019 Georgia Student
Technology Competition, a statewide
competition now in its 18th year. Heather
Grant and Marion Kogon received 1st-place
honors in Productivity Design, grades 5-6,
Jordan Cohen and Ilan Bachar (grades 3-4)
and Naomi Brager (grades 5-6) received
2nd-place honors in Device Modification,
and Leo Silver received 3rd-place honors
in Multimedia Applications (grades 5-6).
Pictured are (back) Heather Grant, Marion
Kogon, Jordan Cohen, and Naomi Brager;
and (front) Ilan Bachar and Leo Silver.

DISTINGUISHED ALUM. This year,
the students of the Davis Academy Class
of 2015 are graduating from area high
schools. They reunited gathering together
at the Lower School campus. With more
than 100 attendees, this event brought
together alumni parents, faculty, and staff
to participate in Davis-themed trivia, watch
Class of 2015 video montages, and catch up
with one another.

TRACK AND FIELD CHAMPIONS. For
the first time in five years, the Davis Boys
Track and Field team took home the Metro
Atlanta Athletic Conference Championship
trophy. Defeating 10 teams in total, the boys
scored in the 200-meter dash, 3200-meter
run, 800-meter run, and the 4x100 and 4x400
relay races. The boys also individually won
the long jump, triple jump, shot put, discus,
pole vault, 400-meter dash, 110-meter
hurdles, and 300-meter hurdles, making
this the first time that a team single-handily
won every field event in the Conference
Championship.
DAVIS HOSTS CONFERENCE. The
Davis Academy hosted the Atlanta Area
Technology Educators Conference on April
2, bringing together Georgia educators,
educational technology coaches, media
specialists, directors of innovation,
and administrators to learn from Davis
educators.
21st
Century
Learning
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Upper School students participated in a
program called “Spiritual Resistance in
the Ghetto.” Later, students from AJA and
Weber presented a special performance of
“Vedem Underground: The Secret Magazine
of Terezin,” a production from The Breman
Museum.

Coordinator Stacy Brown was coordinator
of the day. Lower School faculty members
Sharone Bolnick and Stacy Schleicher
facilitating a session, sharing their use of
engaging tools in the classroom, including
BreakoutEdu and SeeSaw. Middle School
faculty member Missy Stein also presented
on the integration of creative strategies in
teaching and learning.

THE HEART OF A BOY. Davis hosted
photojournalist and author Kate T. Parker,
for a community-wide event this spring.
Parker discussed her book The Heart of a
Boy: Celebrating the Strength and Spirit
of Boyhood, which positively redefines
masculinity and inspires boys to stay true to
themselves, answered questions about her
book and being an author, and autographed
her publications. Davis hosted nine authors,
both in person and via Skype, this school
year, providing opportunities to learn from
diverse authors working in different genres.
Kate T. Parker (left) with the Zell family:
Jeff, Lara, Charlie, and Asher Zell

COMMUNITY HELPERS. Each year, as a
part of their community helpers unit, Davis
Mechina: kindergarten prep students take
center stage in the Rosenberg Performing
Arts Theatre, for a presentation sharing the
professions they aspire to pursue and how
these professions will contribute toward
the greater community. Mechina students
also collaborated on a video presentation
highlighting each student’s proposed career
path, a red carpet for community helpers to
walk in full costume, and student interviews
that took place in front of a live audience of
family and friends. 21st Century Learning
Coordinator Stacy Brown (left) with Freddie
Barkowitz.

REMEMBERING THE HOLOCAUST. As
Atlanta Jewish Academy (AJA) observed
Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance
Day), students in grades four through eight,
parents, and members of the community
joined together at AJA for a program
presented by the sixth grade. The program
focused on child survivors and their stories.

YOM HAZAIKARON. On Yom HaZikaron,
AJA eighth grade presented a meaningful
program to students in grades three through
12, parents, and faculty. AJA faculty with
friends and family in the IDF lit candles in
memory of those who have fallen in service
to Israel. They also joined together to sing
Hatikvah on stage with students in the eight
grade. The program was concluded by
lowering the Israeli flag together outside of
the school.

YOM HA’ATZMAUT. AJA students
celebrated Israel’s Independence Day in
a fun and interactive way, learning about
Israeli hi-tech inventions, athletes, and this
year’s shuttle launch. Students also used
Israeli irrigation technology in a STEM
competition. The day ended with a schoolwide celebration, as students presented the
Flag Dance (Daglanut), proudly waving
Israeli flags as everyone sang, danced, and
showed their love and pride for Israel.

Get The Jewish Georgian At Home

DAY OF MENSCHLICHKEIT. Davis
Academy students,enrolled in the school’s
Mechina: kindergarten prep through
eighth grade program, participated in Day
of Menschlichkeit, a day of community
outreach activities, in celebration of school
values: respect, wisdom, righteousness,
community, and spirit. This opportunity to
participate in acts of tzedek (righteousness)
is a reminder of the big and small ways
living by Davis Academy values can
positively impact the world around us.
Grade-level activities included reading to
therapy dogs, adopting an endangered water
animal, creating mitzvah gift bags to donate
to The Breman Home, participating in an
interfaith panel, and more. Pictured here is
Jessica Katz, right.
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Schwartz on Sports
BY Jerry
Schwartz
MJCCA HOSTS DOUBLES PICKLEBALL
TOURNAMENT. Pickleball at the Marcus
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta
(MJCCA) had its beginning in 2009. Sid
Cojac, who had moved to Atlanta from
Charlotte, introduced it at the “J.” Under
Sid’s leadership, I, along with a group
including Donald Miller, Ken Lester, Fred
Bailey, Howie Rosenberg, Cheri Levitan,
Ed Feldstein, Hugh Jamison, and George
Jordan, helped organize, promote, and start
playing the game. Not too many people had
ever heard of pickleball before, and very
few had ever played it.
If you played any kind of racquet sport,
it didn’t take long to catch on once you got
used to the bounce of the ball, which is
similar to a wiffle ball. I saw an exhibition
game in 2007 at the National Senior Games
in Louisville and recognized the potential
the game had for popularity.
It isn’t quite the workout you get from
tennis, squash, or racquetball, but it is
enjoyable, competitive, can be played year
round, and there was an available morning
time to play it at the “J.”
I have been truly amazed how popular
pickleball has become over the last 10 years.
Now, it’s not unusual to see all three courts
going with doubles matches and maybe
20-25 people waiting on Monday through
Friday mornings and Saturday afternoons.
It’s a coed sport and also has a social side to
it.
There are also special times set aside
for beginner instruction and advanced
play. Over this 10-year period, the “J” has
sponsored eight pickelball tournaments; the
first was held in 2012 and the most recent on
March 31, 2019.
I’ve participated in seven of the
tournaments, five of them with my grandson,
Jared Cohen. When I heard about the March
31 tournament, I thought it would be a good
idea to compete with Jared as my partner
again and, at the same time, cover it for
“Schwartz on Sports.”
It made for a pretty hectic Sunday
afternoon, but luckily I enlisted my daughter,
Mindy, and son, Michael, to take pictures,
keep up with my writing material, and offer
observations about the tournament, as well
as being our rooting section, along with
my wife Nancy, granddaughter Sophia, and
Michael’s fiancée Sara. The event was well
attended, with 125-150 spectators filling the
bleachers on both sides of the two gyms,
where play was taking place.
The MJCCA Pickelball Tournament
planning committee, under the leadership of
Hannah O’Donoghue, MJCCA membership
director and pickelball tournament director,
consisted of Nora Floersheim, Ed Feldstein,
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Earl Finley, Ken Lester, and Walter Putnam.
A great group of volunteers helped with
registration, score keeping, the hospitality
suite, and good old-fashioned assistance.
Most of the volunteers were regulars on the
pickleball courts at the “J.” They also did
a fabulous job in organizing, recruiting,
publicizing, and involving community
sponsors in making the tournament the
largest in its eight-year history and a
resounding success. I had an opportunity to
talk with Hannah, and I appreciate all the
information and help she provided me in
writing this article.

1st Place winners in the Advanced
division were Robert Russell (left)
and Kevin Lenze, with MJCCA Board
Chair Ken Winkler (center).

Planning committee member Ken
Lester, holding the official pickelball
symbol
Following are some of my observations
as both a participant and spectator.
This was the largest and most diverse
tournament as far as participation. There
were 72 participants — 30 MJCCA
members and 42 outside players. There
were 36 double teams and three divisions:
beginner, intermediate, and advanced.
There were players of all ages and skill
levels. Combinations included husbandwife, father-son, men-women, old-young,
grandson-grandfather, and siblings.
After an introduction of the rules and
procedures by Ed Feldstein, play started
at 9:30 a.m., on six courts in two gyms. It
continued non-stop until the late afternoon.
There were result boards where scores
were posted quickly after the games were
completed. The competition moved along
at a steady pace because it was so well
organized.
This was not a sanctioned tournament.
There were no referees. Participants called
their own games. The sportsmanship
displayed, from what I could see, was
outstanding.
Snack tables for players with food and

1st Place winners in the Intermediate
division were Basti Grau (left) and
Keland Scher, with Tournament
Director Hanna O’Donoghue (center).

2nd Place winers in the Intermediate
division were Charlie Troncalli (left)
and Dahm Smith.
2nd Place winners in the Advanced
division were Kristy Kind (left) and
Tony Moussakhani, with MJCCA
Board Chair Ken Winkler (center).
drink were provided in the gym.
Avalon Catering sponsored a hospitality
suite in the Fine Family Studio, in the
main lobby. They provided free breakfast
and lunch and tables for all spectators and
players.
The competition was outstanding, by
far the best that I can remember. It was a
great experience and way to spend a Sunday
at the “J.”
Results for the various divisions:
• Advanced: Robert Russell/Kevin Lenze,
1st Place; Kristy Kind/Tony Moussakhani,
2nd Place; and Steve Sharp/Robert Pototsky,
3rd Place
• Intermediate: Basti Grau/Keland Scher,
1st Place; Charlie Troncalli/ Dahm Smith,
2nd Place; and Todd Freeman/Mark
McMahon, 3rd Place
• Beginner: Beau Nugent/Trevor Nugent,

1st Place; Chole Maddox/Cody McNeely,
2nd Place; and Nolan Gartzman/Jeff
Gartzman, 3rd Place
I hope you enjoyed this recap of the
Doubles Pickleball Tournament. Until next
time, drive for the bucket and score.
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Home care
where the heart is
11 Dunwoody Park
Suite 140
Dunwoody, Ga. 30338

770-551-9533

Call us for a
FREE consultation
with a registered
nurse

Personal Care Companion Care Skilled Nursing

MSN, CNP - Owner and Nurse Practitioner

completecareatlanta.com
Serving Metro Atlanta Since 2006

Tires Have a New Home
Major Brands
Professional Installation

Free Tire Repair
Most cars and non-commercial light trucks.
TPMS reset not included.
Repairs within RMA Guidelines. See Store for Details.
Valid at participating locations.
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Kosher Affairs
BY Roberta
Scher

Spring is here and summer approaches.
I have been working on my small raised bed
garden, once again trying to nurture organic
tomatoes, cucumbers, squash, peppers,
eggplant, and herbs while I guard against
the squirrels that seem to enjoy the same
produce as I do. Interestingly enough, I
have learned that squirrels actually do not
like tomatoes. They take one big bite of red,
ready-to-be picked tomatoes and move on.
If anyone has a magic hack to keep wildlife
out of the garden, do share it with me,
please!
And, speaking of summer intruders
in Atlanta, it is also the season of bugs —
mosquitoes, flies, and ants — yuck! Thank
goodness they primarily stay outside, but
I have discovered Zevo insect sprays,
which are so handy to have around the
house. They are toxin-free for humans and
functional inside and outside the home. I
spray near my kitchen thresholds, windows,
and doors. Best of all, these products are
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human friendly, made of essential oils like
lemongrass and cinnamon.
BYE, BYE BRIARCLIFF WHOLE
FOODS MARKET. Now that Whole Foods
has moved out of my community, the
Toco neighborhood, backyard vegetable
gardening seems to be even more timely
and important. I do understand that the
Briarcliff Whole Foods Market was a small
store and definitely not their corporate star,
however it was appreciated and supported
by the neighborhood. Shame on Amazon
for taking this gem from our midst and no
longer following their motto, “serving the
community.” Briarcliff shoppers have been
redirected to the mega Whole Foods Market
on 14th street (quite a shlep). I find that
the Peachtree Boulevard location is more
convenient, and I certainly appreciate the
friendly staff and Wednesday kosher fish
cutting.
EYB — A LIFE CHANGING, TIME
SAVING VIRTUAL RECIPE FINDER.
What is EYB? It is my new favorite online
website. Eat Your Books is a website for
people who love cookbooks. If you have
a cookbook collection, you likely enjoy
browsing your books, or like me, reading
them like novels. However, most of the
time, I haven’t got time to look through my

books to find a recipe, or I can’t remember
where a particular recipe is.
For those of you who have been to my
home, you know or think you know about
my cookbook collection. You’ve seen the 50
or so cookbooks that I have on my kitchen
shelves. BUT, you have not seen the 200
cookbooks on shelves in one of my upstairs
bedrooms, or the 50 additional cookbooks
I have in the basement, or the 25 or so
cookbooks in a box in the garage. Am I a
cookbook hoarder? Oy, don’t answer that.
Enter EYB: Eatyourbooks.com. What a
brilliant and helpful website. I have entered
the titles of most of my cookbooks and can
now find any recipe contained within the
books. There are currently over 130,000
cookbooks indexed on EYB — and yay! —
kosher cookbooks were recently added to its
database. Eat Your Books can help you find
recipes in seconds — with a single search
across ALL your cookbooks. The fee to
join is $30 annually. If you are a cookbook
collector and/or a cooking or baking
hobbyist, EYB is an amazing resource. For
more information, visit eatyourbooks.com.
THE HOTMAT. For those of you who use
a blech (hot tray) to keep food warm on
Shabbos and for those of you who entertain
and need an extra warming tray, I highly
recommend the foldable double-sized
Hotmat. The product was born in Israel and
is now available in the U.S. The modular
construction allows for attaching additional
Hotmats to accommodate many dishes and
pots. For more information or to order visit
hotmatusa.com.
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LOCAL KOSHER SUPERMARKET
FINDS. From time to time I like to share
news of products that I frequently use. If
you purchase any of these, be certain that
each is labeled with an appropriate kosher
certification.
Trader Joes — Soy Dreamy parve
vanilla ice cream, Joe Joe’s cookies (all
parve), Tillamook kosher cheddar cheese,
and Just the Clusters vanilla almond granola
cereal (delicious over yogurt)

Just the Clusters vanilla almond
granola cereal

The Hotmat
See KOSHER AFFAIR RECIPES, page 32

What’s cooking? Email kosheraffairs@gmail.com .This column is meant to provide the
reader with current trends and developments in the kosher marketplace. Since standards of
kashruth certification vary, check with the AKC or your local kashruth authority to confirm
reliability.

We Stand With Israel
security • peace • solidarity
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Costco — Solomon’s rib steaks and flanken ribs,
Kirkland brand coconut oil, and fresh bakery-made apple
pie
Walmart — Speculoos Cookie Butter and Wel-Pac Lo
Mein noodles
Kroger — Generic store-brand parve snack crackers
and parve graham crackers
Publix— Killer Dave’s Breads, Spice World peeled
garlic, and Del Grasso Sunday
Marinara Sauce
Sprouts — Taffy Town bulk
saltwater taffy (various flavors), which
is Scroll K kosher certified and parve
(ask to see the box)

Speculoos
Cookie Butter

Giving you the security of
belonging to a familiar
community,

Kroger parve snack crackers

Wel-Pac Lo
Mein Noodles

no matter where you go.

Explore the possiblities at JewishAtlanta.org
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SUMMER TOURS OF CAMP
FOR PROSPECTIVE FAMILIES

June 9, 16 &July 14 • 10:30 am-12:00 pm
4165 Highway 129 N., Cleveland, Georgia 30528
Tour CBM while we're in session to see camp in action!

RSVP required at
campbarney.org/summertours

For more information, contact membership at
678.812.4060 or membership@atlantajcc.org

Questions? Contact lisa@campbarney.org or 678.812.3844

atlantajcc.org/summer

Jee

Music. face painting, games, activities. and more • Door prizes
Free ice pops • Food and drinks avaHable for purchase
In case of rain, please call, 678·812·4000 for updates

' . '

•summer Membership also available for Single Parent Families, Couples, and Individuals.
**Restrictions apply. Visit atlantajcc.org/summer for more Information.
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THE INCREDIBLE TRUE STORY OF SIMON WIESENTHAL
NOW TOURING NORTH AMERICA

ATLANTA (MARIETTA), GA

EARL AND RACHEL SMITH STRAND THEATRE
I 17 NORTH PARK SQUARE, MARIETTA GA, 30060
Wednesday; May 29, 2:00 PM & 8:00 PM I Thursday; May 30, 8:00 PM
Friday; May 31, 8:00 PM I Saturday; June 1, 2:00 PM & 8:00 PM
Sunday; June 2, 2:00 PM
I

I

MOST WIESENTHAL SHOWS
SELL OUT.
ORDER TICKETS NOW!
ONLINE:

r.wiesenthaltheshow.com

1
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, u·uu,

Bv PHONE: 1-866-811-4111
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Kosher Korner
BY Reuven
Stein

With summer approaching, here is a
list of frozen beverages, along with ice
cream and yogurt shops, to keep you
cool.
QT FROZEN DRINKS
		 The Atlanta Kashruth Commission
(AKC) does not formally certify
any QT location, but based on our
understanding of how these facilities
work, we feel a consumer can
reasonably purchase these products.
(These drinks are in addition to the
products listed on our acceptable
beverage list, e.g. Coke, Pepsi, and
others.) Make sure to check with the
AKC office to confirm that these
products continue to be certified in the
future.
• FREEZONIS
(Non-Dairy):
Cola, Mountain Berry Blast (by
Powerade), Orange Crème, Rooster
Booster, Strawberry Banana, Wally
Puckerberry, and White Cherry
• HOT
CAPPUCCINOS
(Dairy):
Almond
Amaretto,
Caramel
Macchiato, Fat Free French Vanilla,
French Vanilla, Hershey’s Cookies ‘n’
Creme, Hot Chocolate, Mighty Mocha,
Sugar-Free White Chocolate Caramel,
Peppermint Mocha, Vanilla Cup Cake,
and White Chocolate Raspberry
• FOUNTAIN DRINKS (Non-Dairy):
Cherry Additive, Rooster Booster
Energy, Rooster Booster Lite, and
Vanilla Additive
• FROZEN DRINKS (Dairy): Frozen
Cappuccino (Granita), Frozen Caramel
Latte, Frozen Horchata, and Frozen
Hot Chocolate (Note: Caramel Crunch
Cappuccino is not kosher)
----		 Various gas stations and stores
carry frozen slushy-type drinks. If the
station or store is using the following
varieties, one may buy them. It is best
to actually confirm that the syrup that
goes into the machine is in fact the
one that is listed. Sometimes the brand
listed on the machine is not what is
being used.
SLURPEE BRAND LIST
• BARQ’S: Floatz, French Vanilla
Cream, Red Creme Soda, and Root

Beer
• COCA-COLA: Black Cherry Vanilla,
Coca-Cola Classic, Diet Coke Frost
with Lime, and Diet Frost Cherry
• CRYSTAL LIGHT: Apple Mango,
Berry Pomegranate, Cherry Limeade,
Lemonade, Lemon Lime, Orange
Pineapple Ice, Passionfruit, Peach
Mango, Raspberry Ice, Raspberry
Lemonade,
Strawberry
Banana,
Strawberry Kiwi, Tangerine Lime, and
Wild Strawberry
• DR. PEPPER: Cherry Vanilla, Dr.
Pepper, and Sour Patch Kids
• FANTA: Banana, Berry Lemonade,
Birch Beer, Birthday Cake, Blackberry,
Blackberry Lemonade, Blackberry
Pomegranate, Blood Orange, Blood
Orange Lychee, Blue Raspberry,
Blueberry,
Blueberry
Lemonade,
Cherry
Limeade,
Chili
Mango,
Cranberry, Cranberry White Grape,
Dragonfruit, Extreme Sour Apple,
Fruit Punch, Ginger Ale, Grape,
Green Lemon Lime, Green Melon,
Kiwi Strawberry, Kumquat Orange,
Lemonade, Lemon Crème, Lemon
Meringue, Mango, Mango Melon,
Mixed Berry, Orange, Orange Cream,
Peach Raspberry, Pineapple, Pink Sour
Watermelon, Pomegranate Cherry, Sour
Apple, Sour Grape, Strawberry Crème,
Strawberry Pineapple, Strawberry
Shortcake, Watermelon, Watermelon
Grapefruit Mint, Watermelon Lime,
and White Peach
• FANTA SUGAR-FREE:
Cherry
Limeade, Kiwi Strawberry, Mango,
Peach Mandarin, Pineapple Mango,
Strawberry Kiwi, and Watermelon
• FRUIT WORKS: Apple Berry Blast,
Blood Orange Lime Freeze, Blue
Raspberry Freeze, Melon Berry Blast,
Orange Cream, Red Cherry Freeze,
Twisted Citrus, White Cherry, and
Wicked Apple
• FULL THROTTLE: Blue Demon,
Frozen Fury, RPM, and Twisted
• HAWAIIAN PUNCH: Berry Lime
Blast, Berry Limeade Blast, Blue
Lightning, Fruit Juicy Red, IBC Root
Beer, Sour Apple, Strawberry, and
Watermelon
• JONES: Berry Lemonade, Blood
Orange,
Crushed
Melon
Soda,
Ginger Ale Soda, Green Apple Soda,
Strawberry Lime Soda, Sugar Plum
Soda, Twisted Lime Soda, and Upside
Down Pineapple Soda
• JONES 7 SELECT: Blueberry
Lemonade Soda, Green Apple Soda,
Orange & Cream, Orange & Cream
Soda, and Sour Patch Kids Watermelon
• LAFFY TAFFY: Mango Melon
• MASTER CHILL: Bruisin Berry,
Cinnamon
Hazelnut
Cappuccino,
Cotton Candy, Mango Tea, Pineapple
Lime, Purple Vanilla Crème, Raspberry
Acai, Red Apple, Sour Strawberry, and
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Vanilla Crème
• MELLOW YELLOW: Regular
• MINUTE MAID: Berry Lemonade,
Blue Cherry, Lemonade, Raspberry
Lemonade, and Strawberry Lemonade
• MIST TWIST: Regular and Ruby
Splash Freeze
• MYSTERY
AIRHEADS:
Blue
Raspberry and Yellow
• PEPSI: Blackberry Lime Freeze,
Cherry
Vanilla,
Mango
Sorbet,
Manzanita Sol Freeze, Pepsi, Pepsi
Fire, Red Apple, Soda Shop Freeze
with Natural Black Cherry, Sugar
Rush, Sugar Rush Vanilla Cream, and
Wicked Apple Freeze
• SNOW BAWL: Energy Slurpee
• SPRITE: Cranberry, LeBron’s Mix,
Remix Aruba Jam, Sprite, Sugar-Free
Sprite, and Sugar-Free Sprite Cranberry
• SUNKIST: Orange
• TROPICANA TWISTER: Black
Cherry Lemonade and Blue Raspberry
Rush
• YO-CREAM/JOLLY
RANCHER:
Chocolate Custard*, French Vanilla*,
Froyo Shake Vanilla*, Ice Breaker
Blueberry*, Ice Breaker Cherry Apple*,
Ice Breakers Peach, Dragonfruit*, Lite
Chocolate Ice Cream*, Lite Vanilla Ice
Cream*, Vanilla Custard*, Vanilla Ice
Cream*, Very Berry Smoothie*, Bubble
Yum*, Green Apple* and Watermelon*
(*these products are dairy, not Cholov
Yisroel)
• SLURPEE
FLAVORS
NOT
CERTIFIED KOSHER: Horchata Ole’,
Orange Bang- Smoothie, Strawberry
Twizzler, Monster Black, Tropicana
Grape, and Wild Strawberry
ICEE BRAND
Blue Raspberry, Cherry, Cherry Cola,
Lemonade, Orange, Sour Apple,
Strawberry, and Watermelon
Note: For ICEE Brand products, an OU
is required. Please check the packaging
for an OU before purchasing.
-----

stores, one should check the kosher
letter, since not all items and toppings
are kosher. In a non-supervised
store, one should purchase only after
personally checking each item for a
hashgacha on the package. (One should
not rely on what the attendant says or
on a booklet of kosher letters, as they
are not always accurate.)
Bruster’s (this location only)
2095 LaVista Road
404-320-7166
Everything is certified, except gummy
worm toppings.
Menchie’s (this location only)
3011 North Druid Hills Road
404-228-6229
Frozen yogurt is certified, except for
some of the toppings. Check the kosher
letter.
The Spicy Peach
2887 North Druid Hills Road
404-334-7200
Frozen Cholov Yisroel soft-serve and
ice cream
Baskin Robbins
The Star-D certifies Baskin Robbins.
All products are dairy, Cholov Stam.
Rocky Road Ice Cream and any
other flavors containing miniature
marshmallows are not kosher.
Pink Bubble Gum Ice Cream is now
kosher when bearing a Star-D.
Decorations on store-made custombuilt cakes and loose toppings in
individual stores are not under Star-D
certification and must be checked
individually by the consumer.
The products certified are ice cream,
frozen dairy desserts, whipped topping,
soft-serve ice creams, ice cream cakes,
frozen yogurt, novelty items, sherbets,
sundae bars, ices, sorbets, and prepacked items from these categories,
when bearing the Star-D symbol.

Rabbi Reuven Stein is director of
supervision for the Atlanta Kashruth
Commission, a non-profit organization
dedicated to promoting kashruth
It is preferable to buy at supervised
through education, research, and
stores (listed below). In some of the
supervision.
SUPERVISED ICE CREAM AND
FROZEN YOGURT STORES
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Kosher Affairs Recipes continued from page 29

Easy Peach Dump Cake
4 cups fresh or frozen peeled and chopped
peaches
1/3 cup sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla
1/4 cup water or orange juice
1 box yellow cake mix
3/4 cup cold butter or margarine, sliced,
or coconut oil
Optional: shredded coconut and/or
chopped glazed pecans and additional
peach slices for serving
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Macerate chopped peaches, vanilla,
and sugar in a bowl for about 30 minutes.
Add water or orange juice to fruit, and stir.
Pour peach mixture into a 9” x 13”
Pyrex or glass baking dish. Sprinkle dry
cake mix evenly over peaches. Arrange
butter or margarine slices or coconut oil
evenly over cake mix. If using, top with
shredded coconut and/or glazed pecans.
Bake for 30-40 minutes, until the top
is golden brown. Remove and cool.
Spoon out, or slice and serve with
whipped cream, vanilla ice cream, and
additional peach slices as garnish.
----Low Country Grilled
Honey Mustard Chicken
This Southern-style chicken is
delicious with a side of rice, green beans,
and cornbread.
2/3 cup Dijon mustard
1/2 cup honey
4 tablespoons mayonnaise
2 teaspoons steak sauce, such as A-1
Optional: 1/2 teaspoon hot sauce
2 chicken fryers, each cut into 8 pieces
Serves about 8
In a shallow, wide bowl, whisk the
mustard, honey, mayonnaise, steak sauce,
and, if using, hot sauce. Remove 1/2 cup
for basting, and set aside. Dip each piece
of the chicken into the remaining sauce to
coat.
Preheat grill to medium, and lightly
oil the grate. Grill chicken over indirect
heat for about 20 minutes, turning
occasionally. Baste with the reserved
sauce during the last 10 minutes. I usually
finish roasting the chicken in a 350-degree
oven, until the chicken reaches an internal
temperature of 165 degrees.
If you would like to serve more honey
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mustard sauce on the side, make extra.
----Speculoos Cookie Ice Cream Pie
Inspired by Anna Kaminetsky
On our recent trip to Israel, we
shopped at the amazing superstore Osher
Ad and flew home with several packages
of Lotus Biscoff cookies. (Most Biscoff
cookies sold in the U.S. are not kosher
certified. Kosher Biscoff cookies are
often available at The Spicy Peach.) We
discovered creamy Great Value Speculoos
Cookie Butter at Walmart for less than
$3.00 for a 14-ounce jar. The product is
labeled OUD, but according to the OU
this is a parve product made on dairy
equipment. Enjoy this scrumptious recipe,
which can be made parve or dairy.
One 32-ounce container vanilla ice cream,
softened
One 8-ounce container Rich Whip or 8
ounces of real whipping cream
1 teaspoon vanilla
1 1/4 cups Biscoff Lotus cookies, crushed
until fine crumb consistency (divided)
1/2 cup Speculoos Cookie Butter
1 prepared graham cracker or cookie
piecrust
Whip cream and vanilla until stiff
peaks form. Set aside.
With an electric mixer on slow speed
or by hand, mix ice cream until creamy
and softened. Add Speculoos butter and 1
cup crushed cookie crumbs; fold in with
a spatula. Add 2/3 of whipped cream and
gently fold in.
Pour into piecrust. Top with remaining
whipped cream and additional crumbs.
Freeze.
Optional add-ins: Sliced bananas,
chocolate or caramel chips
----Poached Salmon with
Creamy Dill Dipping Sauce
Inspired by Ina Garten
This recipe is delicious, period. I have
tried several different methods for
poaching salmon, and this is the winner.
It is simple enough to make any day, and
elegant enough to serve on Shabbos or
Yom Tov.
1 salmon fillet, 2 to 2 1/2 pounds
Kosher salt and freshly ground black

pepper
1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil
2 tablespoons freshly squeezed lemon
juice
1/2 cup minced scallions
1/2 cup minced fresh dill
1/2 cup minced fresh parsley
1/4 cup dry white wine, such as sauvignon
blanc or pinot grigio

such as Tofutti brand.

Serves about 8

3/4 cup graham cracker crumbs
2 cups cottage cheese
1 8 ounce package cream cheese
3/4 cup sugar, plus a little more for the
berries
1 tablespoon grated lemon zest
1 teaspoon vanilla
1/4 cup fresh lemon juice
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour

Preheat oven to 425 degrees.
Place the salmon fillet in a glass
or ceramic roasting dish, and season it
generously with salt and pepper.
Whisk together the olive oil and
lemon juice, and drizzle evenly over the
salmon. Let it stand at room temperature
for 15 minutes.
In a small bowl, stir together scallions,
dill, and parsley. Scatter the herb mixture
over the salmon fillet. Pour the wine
around the fish fillet.
Roast the salmon for 10 to 12 minutes,
until almost cooked in the center at the
thickest part. The center will be firm with
just a line of uncooked salmon in the very
center. (Peek by inserting tip of a small
knife.)
Cover the dish tightly with aluminum
foil and allow to rest for 10 minutes. Cut
the salmon crosswise into serving pieces,
and serve hot with lemon wedges.
Ina recommends serving the salmon
warm, but it is also delicious cold. Take it
out of the refrigerator 30 minutes prior to
serving.
Garnish with sliced cucumbers,
lemon, and dill, if desired.
Creamy Dill Dipping Sauce:
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1/2 cup sour cream or plain yogurt
1 tablespoon chopped fresh dill
1 teaspoon lemon juice
1 /4 teaspoon Dijon mustard
Combine all ingredients, and serve
chilled.
If preparing this parve, double
mayonnaise and use a parve sour cream,

----“Breakfast Perfect” Cheesecake
Inspired by Katie Lee of The Kitchen
This cheesecake is light enough to
pair with morning coffee and delicious
and creamy enough for Shavuos dessert.

Sliced berries: strawberries, raspberries,
and blackberries tossed in 1 teaspoon
sugar and left to macerate about 10
minutes
Preheat the oven to 375 degrees.
Spray a 9” springform pan with
cooking spray.
Using a measuring cup bottom, gently
press the graham cracker crumbs into the
bottom of the pan. The crust will not be
very thick. Spray the crust with cooking
spray.
In a blender or processor, combine
the cottage cheese, cream cheese, eggs,
sugar, lemon zest, lemon juice, flour, and
vanilla. Blend until smooth.
Pour into the crust and bake for 40
minutes. Let cool completely. Chill in
the refrigerator for at least 4 hours or
overnight.
Serve the cheesecake cold in the
springform base, topping each slice or
entire cake with some of the berries.
The original recipe uses Neufchatel
(light) cheese and low fat cottage cheese.
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FIDF Atlanta Gala honors Israeli soldiers
More than 550 community leaders
raised more than $865,000 for the Friends
of the Israel Defense Forces (FIDF) at the
Atlanta Gala Dinner to honor the soldiers
of the Israel Defense Forces (IDF).
The evening featured keynote speaker
Maj. Gen. Michael Edelstein, Israel
Defense and Armed Forces attaché to the
United States.
Telling their inspiring stories at the
event were active-duty IDF soldiers,
including Sgt. Sa’ar, a lookout in the IDF
Eagle Battalion of the Combat Intelligence
Collection Corps, which has been adopted
by the FIDF Southeast Region as part of
the FIDF Adopt-A-Brigade Program; and
Maj. Y., company commander in an elite
IDF unit.
Sgt. (Res.) Eran, a former IDF Lone
Soldier — those serving in the IDF with no
immediate family in Israel — from Atlanta,
who fought with the IDF’s Paratroopers
Brigade in Gaza during Operation
Protective Edge in 2014; Maj. Ortal,
who served in the Combat Intelligence
Collection Corps adopted by the FIDF
Southeast Region; and Maj. Barak returned
to Atlanta to thank the community for its

Maj. Gen. Michael
Edelstein

Garry Sobel

continued support.
“The brave men and women of the
IDF risk their lives to protect Israel and
Jews around the world,” said Garry Sobel,
FIDF Southeast chairman and national
board member, who was honored at the
event. “The FIDF Atlanta Gala Dinner is
an opportunity for supporters of Israel to
meet and connect with the young soldiers
who defend the Jewish state. I am proud
and delighted to be honored by our
community.”
“We are so grateful to be hosting this
special event, which each year gives our
supporters the chance to hear directly from

Seth Baron

Ambassador Judith
Varnai Shorer

Israel’s soldiers,” said Seth Baron, FIDF
Southeast executive director. “This year,
we welcome Maj. Gen. Edelstein, express
our gratitude to our Chairman Garry
Sobel, and salute all soldiers who have
served the country of Israel — today and
in the past.”
Other dis-tinguished guests at the
dinner included Ambassador Judith
Varnai Shorer, Israel’s Consul General
to the Southeastern United States; FIDF
National Director and CEO Maj. Gen.
(Res.) Meir Klifi-Amir; and FIDF National
Deputy Director Joshua Fogelson.
The funds raised at this event will go
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Maj. Gen. (Res.) Meir
Klifi-Amir

toward FIDF well-being and educational
programs for IDF soldiers, including the
FIDF Adopt-A-Brigade Program, which
supports soldiers in the adopted brigades
by providing financial assistance to
soldiers in need, caring for Lone Soldiers,
and funding rest and recuperation weeks
for combat units. For more information,
visit
fidf.org/how-we-help/adopt-unit/
adopt-brigade.
The IDF Musical Ensemble performed
popular and traditional Israeli songs.
For more information or to support
FIDF, visit fidf.org.

Victor Anapolle is our action hero
BY Helen ScherrerDiamond
Victor Anapolle is a man of action. At age
81, he is determined to stay active and healthy.
“Super Vic” is a member of three networking
groups and kibitzes on a weekly basis with
various business owners and non-profit
organization board members. As a matter of
fact, our super hero still works part-time in sales
and could soon be promoted to “barter king”
of the international barter company Equitrade
International. Super Vic is super-involved in his
community, and he has touched many people’s
lives.
In addition to having three daughters and
three grandchildren, Vic has been married 57
years to his lovely wife, Mimi. They met at Hillel
when Vic was attending Boston University.
Vic’s “Super Mimi” leads an active life as well.
She has worked at assisted living communities
over the years and currently plays mah jongg
and canasta with her very competitive friends.
Mimi paints and loves to teach art to seniors in
East Cobb communities. Both Vic and Mimi
proudly tell all who will listen that they have
lived in their Cobb County house for more than
48 years.
As past president of his Marietta
neighborhood community (similar to a
homeowners association), Vic has seen many
neighbors and swimming pools come and go
over the years. He was active in the Atlanta
Tennis Association tournaments until a few

years ago, when he had to stop competing.
Vic actively enjoys networking with alumni
friends and long-time business colleagues. He
has served as president of the Boston University
Alumni Association in Atlanta and is involved
with several networking groups, helping to
increase membership and find volunteers for
events and programs. Vic was named the Paul
Harris Fellow as a member of his local Rotary
Club and is past president of the Business
Association’s Rotary Club.
Vic currently sits on the board of directors
for the Bankhead Boys Association as its
recording secretary. He assists with fundraising
programs, connecting at-risk inner-city youth
with necessary services. He and his fellow
board members are long-time advocates for
young men who would not otherwise have
good male role models. Vic continues to mentor
young boys and teach the value of staying in
school.
At Boston University, Vic obtained his
undergraduate degree in analytical chemistry
and then earned a master’s degree in marketing
at Northeastern University. He worked at a major
chemical company for more than 30 years and
has a background in operational management
and personal development. In the early 1980s,
Vic founded the Fulton Industrial Business
Association and served as its president. He also
established a learning lab at his company to help
employees with GED prep, specifically basic
math and reading skills.
Since moving from Massachusetts to
Atlanta in 1971, Vic and Mimi have been
members of Ahavath Achim Synagogue and
Congregation Etz Chaim, and they now belong
to Temple Kol Emeth (TKE). Vic is currently
active with the Men’s Club, and Mimi is active
with the Women’s Sisterhood. For ten years, Vic

Michelle Gurin, Vic Anapolle, and Helen Scherrer-Diamond
has been on the planning committee for TKE’s
Noshfest, a Labor Day weekend event that
attracts more than 6,000 attendees with bands,
food vendors, industry sponsors, and a bageleating contest.
Vic recently joined the B’nai B’rith Achim/
Gate City Lodge, where he has worked tirelessly
on its Enlighten America Student Essay Contest,
for Atlanta-area middle-schoolers. This year’s
contest, which brought in 52 essays, required
students to write about prejudice and bigotry
they have experienced in their young lives. Vic
raised money, coordinated essay submissions,
and worked with the judges, all in advance of
the May awards ceremony.
As young parents, Vic and Mimi always
traveled with their daughters. Now “Vacation

Vic” and “Mariner Mimi” continue to travel. In
addition to touring many countries, they have
also enjoyed ocean cruises. Over the years, they
have traveled the world as activity instructors
on various cruise lines, with Vic teaching golf
and Mimi teaching art. In the last 20 years, you
may have attended one of their classes.
Vic and Mimi continue to socialize with
friends and family, visiting them in other states
or hosting them in their Marietta home. They
love theater and art, so you may see them at
a variety of metro area theaters, such as the
Dunwoody Stage Door Players and The Strand
at the Marietta Square, or at arts and crafts
festivals. Vic and Mimi just finished the TKE
Road Race, and they compete on the TKE
Bowling League as well.
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JSU News
PASSOVER PASSED ON. Another year
comes and another year goes—yet the tale
of the Jewish Exodus from Egypt stands the
test of time. Told each year at the Passover
Seder, the story is a pillar of Jewish heritage,
passed on like a torch, from generation to
generation.
Leading up to the Passover holiday,
Rabbi Chaim Neiditch made the rounds at
over a dozen JSU high school clubs around
Atlanta, to impart the importance of the
Exodus story to hundreds of local teens.
From the Seder rituals to the order of
the Haggadah’s events all through the four
cups of wine, the meaning of the matzoh
and marror, and the final songs sung, Rabbi
Neiditch explained the entire experience to
the teens. Taking an active role themselves,

the teens later participated in a hands-on
activity, decorating their very own Seder
plates.
Aside from the history lessons,
storytelling, and Seder plate styling, food
was also the dish of the day, as event
participants took part in a fun “iron chef”
matzoh pizza competition. The teens had a
vast array of cheeses, sauces, vegetables,
fruits, and other delectables available for
crafting the most creative matzoh pizzas this
side of the Nile River.
With full stomachs and high spirits,
everyone left the Passover-themed events
ready to celebrate the ultimate Jewish
holiday of freedom with their families at the
Seder.

Teens
personalize
Seder plates.

Enjoying
delicious
matzoh pizza in
JSU

Teens have fun
while learning
about Passover
in JSU.
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To Dads. Or Grads.
It’s Time to Say
Well Done!

They’ve deﬁnietly earned it!
Honor them this month with
ﬁne timepieces by Reactor®
for men and women.

Amsterdam Walk + 500 L-3 Amsterdam Ave + Midtown + 404/892-8294
Decatur Square + 117 East Court Square + Decatur + 404/370-3979
www.worthmorejewelers.com
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Exclusively at the Breman Museum

April 14 - August 11

Jewish History, Culture & Arts

1440 Spring Street
Atlanta, GA 30309
TheBreman.org

Tickets and Info at TheBreman.org or call 678.222.3700
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