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Judaism calls time out
BY Marvin
Botnick
It would be almost impossible to find
someone who is not familiar with the idiom
“time out.” Its concept of stepping back
from a particular situation or condition for
analysis, planning, and rest is a familiar and
integral part of sporting events. Members of
broadcast teams, who give us such detailed
insight into the happenings, are always
quick to point out the strategic use of these
breaks to review and structure a plan for use
going forward.
Retrospective evaluations are critical
tools in understanding past shortcomings
so as to maximize and improve the
understanding of what needs to be addressed
in correcting past deficiencies. However,
human nature is such that a person, even
when recognizing the necessity to do
something, will, with the best of intention,
acknowledge this but will put it off for
another day.
Fortunately, Judaism comes with
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Reading the words of others certainly
creates the atmosphere for a person’s selfevaluation. While these words can set the
tone, their real value is to serve to jumpstart
the cataloguing of one’s unique actions,
for it is this individual inward look that is
appropriate and not the rote recitation of
others.
In Judaism, it is this recognition of
shortcomings coupled with actual corrective
actions and not the recitation of words that is
required. Simon Glustrom, in his book The
Language of Judaism, writes: “Nowhere
does God ‘make’ a person change his ways.
Change can only come from within, where
there is realization through rigorous selfappraisal that one has failed to live up to his
moral commitments.”
This is not intended to be a cleansing
in the form of self-flagellation, but rather
its purpose is to recognize wrongs and
missteps and act to acknowledge these both
in word and corrective actions. The Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy differentiates
between guilt and regret pointing out that
the former is a “negative emotion saying
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is only deferred, and we must come back
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Fort Newton
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a number of built-in nudges, the most
recognizable of which culminates with the
observance of Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. For each of us, these holidays are
the concluding focal points of the period of
introspection. It is a time during which we
are to call to mind the moral imperatives
that flowed to us from Sinai against which
to evaluate our actions and activities. It is a
time-out event.
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ROSH HASHANAH 5777. The
concept for the cover illustration
was found on a vintage postcard
from the 1920s commemorating
the High Holidays. The illustration
depicts a traditional scene with
bright and vibrant colors. Cover
illustration by David Schendowich.

that ‘I am bad’. Whereas ‘regret’ is the
positive acknowledgement that while my
essence remains pure, I have failed to live
up to my potential.”
We tend to focus on deeds or actions
we have committed that have been hurtful,
ill-advised, predatory, or mean-spirited;
however, too often we fail to consider
those happenings, events, occurrences, or
opportunities to do good that we failed to
support—commission versus omission.
As we gather this year during the Days
of Awe to reflect, and when we hear the
clarion call of the shofar beckoning us to
awaken our inner being, let us recognize
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of Heart Disease
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and address our misdeeds, but also let us reenergize our commitment to work to make
the world a better place. On a one-on-one
basis, we have a responsibility to a fairness
doctrine, which requires us to account to a
wronged party and correct our individual
values and actions. On a societal basis, we
have a responsibility to actively pursue
injustices, persecution, hunger, and bigotry.
As our Judaism calls this time out
for reflection and analysis, remember the
following words found in Micah 6:8: “. . .
what does the Lord require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness [or mercy], and
to walk humbly with your God.”
Coldwell Banker
#1
TEAM
Metro Atlanta
Coldwell
Banker
#1 TEAM Metro
Atlanta

By Ruth Hadar
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Available in book stores
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What’s

HAPPENING
BY Reg
Regenstein
INVESTMENT GURU ED MENDEL
TO SPEAK AT MJCCA. Jonathan Swift
once wrote, “When a true genius appears
in the world, you
may know him
by this sign, that
the dunces are all
in
confederacy
against him.”
Ed Mendel is,
in the opinion of
those who know
him, such a genius.
On
September
29,
you
will have
Ed Mendel

the chance to see and hear him, in person,
speak on the subject he knows best—
finance and investment—at the Marcus
Jewish Community Center (MJCCA). Our
buddy Jerry Gordon once told us that in his
neighborhood, even people who did not like
poker would try to get in games with Ed,
just to get tips on the stock market.
His talk’s main theme is “Don’t Obsess
About the Election: Focus on Your Personal
Financial Future.” Some of the topics he
will explore are whether it matters to one’s
financial health who is in the White House,
which party is best for the stock and bond
markets, the future of Social Security and
how it could affect one’s wallet, and the
impact of Brexit (British withdrawal from
the European Union) on U.S. and world
markets. A Q & A will follow his talk.
Ed told us exclusively that the present
policy of central banks is to print massive
amounts of money and keep interest rates
down—and this has been characterized
by some experts as “the biggest financial

experiment in history.” He added that it is
the opinion of some of these experts that
“this will finally catch up with us” and “no
one knows where this is going to end.” Ed
says, “Everything in life gets to the tipping
point; this will happen again.”
OK, we weren’t really obsessing till he
told us all that.
So, in light of all this doom and gloom,
where should you have your money? Ed
says, the key is be defensive and employ
diversification. As for us, we’ve got all our
money in land—it’s in a tin can buried in the
back yard.
Of course, there are no guarantees,
since, as they say, the hardest thing to
predict is the future. Ed issues the following
disclaimer: “I am not an investment advisor.
I am not giving investment advice. While
what I am saying may be based on years of
experience, it is still speculative and may
not prove to be accurate or complete. You
should not rely on anything I say without
first consulting with your own investment
advisor and/or tax and legal advisors.”
Ed is co-founder of the renowned
financial advisory firms Ned Davis Research,
Inc. and Davis, Mendel & Regenstein; part
owner of the Atlanta Falcons Football Club;
and a life trustee of the MJCCA and Pace
Academy.
Ed is a great speaker who knows his
stuff. What he lacks in modesty, he makes up
for in brilliance. Do not miss this opportunity
to see him on Thursday, September 29, at
7:30 p.m. at the Mendel Gym. Admission
is free, but advanced registration is
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required, at atlantajcc.org/financialfuture.
Send your financial questions for Ed to
financialfuture@atlantajcc.org.
For more information, contact Pam
Morton, at pam.morton@atlantajcc.org.
NORMAN RADOW HONORED AT
ISRAEL BONDS GALA. Atlanta Israel
Bonds will be recognizing distinguished
A t l a n t a
businessman and
philanthropist
Norman Radow,
at
its
annual
gala dinner. The
event
will
be
Monday evening,
November
7,
at
the
Grand
Hyatt
Atlanta.
Honorary chair is
Norman Radow
Attorney General
Sam Olens, and the guest speaker for the
evening is Ambassador Danny Danon,
Israel’s ambassador to the United Nations.
Event chairs are Sammy Grant and Michael
Merlin.
Atlanta Israel Bonds expects to exceed
$50 million in sales this year. Nationally,
Development Corporation for Israel/Israel
Bonds is on pace to achieve more than $1
billion in sales domestically for the fourth
straight year.
For more information about investing
See HAPPENING, page 4

THE MJCCA PRESENTS

Don’t Obsess About the Election:
Focus on your Personal Financial Future
Free
Financial
Seminar
TOPICS INCLUDE:

• Negative Interest
& Financial Bubbles
• Social Security’s Future
• Markets and the Election
• Brexit Aftermath

Hosted by Ed Mendel

• Co-founder, Ned Davis Research Inc. (NDR)
• Co-founder, Davis, Mendel & Regenstein, Inc. (DMR)
• Minority Owner, Atlanta Falcons Football Club
• Life Trustee, Pace Academy and the MJCCA

Q & A will follow the talk.
Send your financial questions to
financialfuture@atlantajcc.org
and Ed Mendel will answer as
many as possible!

September 29
7:30 pm
MJCCA
Mendel Gym
Free and
Open to the
Community

Advanced Registration Required:atlantajcc.org/financialfuture

Questions? Contact Pam Morton at 678.812.3981 or pam.morton@atlantajcc.org.
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in Israel Bonds or the gala dinner, contact
the Israel Bonds office at 404-817-3500 or
at atlanta@israelbonds.com.
AJC TO HONOR JIM HANNAN. On
November 9, American Jewish Committee
Atlanta (AJC) will honor Jim Hannan,
president and CEO
of Georgia-Pacific,
with the 2016
National Human
Relations Award,
at the St. Regis
Hotel. Hannan, a
business
leader
of
international
stature, is being
recognized
for
his
leadership,
Jim Hannan
extraordinary
achievements,
and commitment to corporate and social
responsibility.
For more than 30 years, American
Jewish Committee has been presenting
the National Human Relations Award to
leaders whose work within the community
reflects the mission of AJC, building
bridges of understanding among all people,
safeguarding democracy and pluralism,
and combating all forms of bigotry. Most
recently, Paul Bowers (Georgia Power
Company), Frank Blake (The Home Depot),
Richard Anderson (Delta Air Lines), and
Muhtar Kent (The Coca-Cola Company)
have received this award.
“We are delighted to honor Jim Hannan
as this year’s recipient of the National
Human Relations Award,” said Dov Wilker,
AJC Atlanta’s director. “His leadership
exemplifies what this award represents.”
Jim has been a true leader in the Atlanta
community, serving on numerous boards
across many industries. He is an exemplar to
the corporate leadership of Atlanta on how to
be successful in business and philanthropy.
To become a sponsor of the dinner
or to purchase tickets to the event, visit
AJCAtlanta.org. For more information,
contact Jennifer Pardee, at pardeej@ajc.org.
WELCOME BACK JOE ALTERMAN.
Native Atlantan, child prodigy jazz pianist,
and
composer
Joe Alterman has
seen his career
soar to the stars,
performing at such
renowned venues
around the world as
the Blue Note Jazz
Club, in Milan;
Blues Alley, in
Washington, D.C.;
and Preservation
Joe Alterman
Hall, in New
Orleans. He has opened multiple times at the
Blue Note for such greats as Les McCann,
Ramsey Lewis, and Earth, Wind & Fire’s

THE JEWISH GEORGIAN
Philip Bailey. Most recently, he has played
with Allen Toussaint, Les McCann, Paul
McCartney, and Dick Cavett, in New York.
Now, Joe will appear right here in his
hometown. He is moving back to Atlanta,
and he is being welcomed back with a huge
event. He is performing with the Atlanta
Jazz Orchestra, directed by Brent Runnels,
head of the Oglethorpe Jazz Program, on
Saturday, October 1, 8:00 p.m., at Conant
Performing Arts Center, at Oglethorpe
University. Tickets are $20; a portion of the
ticket proceeds will go to the Oglethorpe
University Music Department.
Tickets
are
available
at
oglethorpeuniversity.thundertix.com or at
the door. They thought of everything—there
will be a cash bar, and full dinners or small
nibbles will be available if you order by
September 24, at Oglethorpe.catertrax.com.
For information, contact Sharon Moskowitz
at smoskowitz@oglethorpe.edu.
The son of our friends and old Atlantans
Marty and Richard Alterman, Joe moved to
New York, in 2007, to study music at New
York University, where he earned both his
bachelor’s and master’s degrees. He has
received rave reviews from some of the top
critics and stars in the field.
Having known Richard for many years,
we keep wondering where Joe got talent.
Whatever.
Anyway, despite what author Thomas
Wolfe says, you can go home again, and you
can see Joe in person and decide for yourself
if he is as talented as they say. C U there, as
Joe’s friends might be texting.
THE BREMAN MUSEUM EXHIBITS
ATLANTA’S FINEST ARTWORKS. On
December 3, The William Breman Jewish
Heritage Museum will celebrate its 20th
anniversary, with a party honoring attorney
Jarvin Levison, who worked with Elinor
and Bill Breman in founding the museum.
You can also enjoy a fabulous new
exhibition, “Atlanta Collects: Treasures
from Atlanta’s Homes,” featuring lovely
works of art from local collections, by
legendary artists including Chagall, Monet,
and Renoir, that are generally not on public
display.
The official opening will be two days
later, and the exhibition will run through
February 26. It is curated by William
Eiland, the distinguished director of The
Georgia Museum of Art, at the University of
Georgia. This may be your only chance ever
to see these treasures, which rest largely
unappreciated by the public in Atlanta’s
homes.
MANUEL’S REOPENS WITH A BLAST.
After closing for renovations a few weeks
ago, the legendary Manuel’s Tavern, at
the corner of North Avenue and North
Highland Avenue, in Virginia-Highland, has
reopened. There, we have glimpsed a variety
of luminaries, reporters, commentators,
politicians (mainly Democrats), and
members of the city’s so-called Governmentin-Exile, who have met there for more than
30 years.
Among the crowd of revelers at a recent
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Art Harris and Carol Martin

Ruth and Bob Vincent

Atlanta Press Club gathering were: Atlanta
cosmetic surgery guru and blendSMART
makeup brush inventor Carol Martin, with
her two-time Emmy-winning husband
(and co-inventor), journalist, and master
storyteller Art Harris.
“Manual’s brings back memories,” said
Art. “As a cub reporter with the Atlanta
Journal-Constitution, I watched Hank
Aaron slam his world record home run at
the bar, where Manual once told me how
my late grandfather chased him and pals off
a lot owned by the family paper company.
I tried to apologize for my ancestor, so he
does that Manual half-smile, half-smirk, and
says he won’t hold it against me. After all,
Jews and Lebanese have a lot in common. I
was shocked when he handed me a beer and
said it was on the house.”
Among the crowd of revelers we expect
to be seeing there are former State Rep
Doug Teper, producer Perry Goodfriend,
USMC General (Ret.) Larry Taylor, State
Rep Michele Henson, party planners Temi
Silver and Sandy Cohen, and many other
Jewish Georgians.
The conversation is always stimulating,
the remarks witty, the repartee brilliant.
And as we always like to say, the place has
great diversity—you see there every kind of
Democrat.
We’re glad our liberal friends again
have an official place to gather and, over
their beer and famous Manuel’s peanuts,
congratulate themselves on their virtues,
bemoan Donald Trump, complain about
The Rich, plot their leftist schemes, and wax
nostalgic over the passing of the golden era
of Obama.
We’re not expressing a political
opinion, which our editors frown upon,
just describing the place that has become
a traditional watering hole and dropby destination for Democratic political
candidates, both local and national.
Manuel’s has good food, if you don’t
like it fancy, and a huge collection of craft
and exotic beers. We like Jim K’s comment
on Yelp: “Manuel’s Tavern is a true iconic
bar. Opened in 1956, the bar/restaurant is
almost as much a museum or time capsule
as it is a bar. Loyal patrons have brought
signs, photos, memorabilia, and even a
stuffed gopher, creating an eclectic décor....
The tavern encompasses four different
rooms and feels like it goes on forever. The
space alone is reason to visit Manuel’s.”

Giallo with Ruth and Bob Vincent. They
were telling us all about their daughter
Alana, who converted to Judaism, now
keeps kosher, and teaches Jewish studies
at the University of Chester, in a wellpreserved medieval walled city near Wales.
Bob says that people sometimes ask
him why in the world his daughter would
want to convert to Judaism, “And I reply,
‘Try 12 years of Catholic education.’ Plus.
she grew up in Montreal, where all her
friends were Jewish. But what I really can’t
believe,” says Bob, “is that she gave up
lobster.”
Bob is a bit intimidating to talk with.
He’s a pediatric heart surgeon at Emory. He
gets up in the morning, goes to work, and
saves the lives of kids. Hard to top that.
Discerning Jewish Atlantans often dine
at Il Giallo in Buckhead/Sandy Springs,
since The Brickery closed. On a recent visit,
we even ran into Bernie Marcus, sporting
a happy smile, perhaps because The Home
Depot’s stock was at an all-time high.

TEACHING JEWISH HISTORY IN
ENGLAND. We recently had dinner at Il

AMY AND PETER’S NEW ART
GALLERY. The lovely and prolific e-mailer
Harriet Spanier tells us exclusively that
her daughter Amy and her partner, Peter
Dyer, have opened a new and exciting
boutique, the I.D.E.A. Gallery (which
stands for Innovate-Design-Exhibit-Art), in
Chamblee.
Amy and Peter are truly doing some
groundbreaking things, finding and
promoting talented new local artists to
share with us and always adding fabulous,
unique works to its collection, including
drawing, painting, photography, mixed
media, and sculpture. They stress that the
gallery “is about and for the artist. We offer
low commission rates and an opportunity
for artists to show their work in a unique
setting.”
Our favorite aspect of the gallery is its
welcoming approach to pets. As they put it,
“I.D.E.A. has become a favorite stopping
place for dogs and their humans. They drop
in for a drink of cool water and a romp
around the gallery. They are always happy
to see new art!”
The gallery is a great place to host a
conference, exhibit, meeting, or reception,
offering full audio-visual capability, breakout rooms, and a caterer’s kitchen.
The services it provides include art
photography, framing, reproductions, and
See HAPPENING, page 7
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A benefit concert about something
By Sarah Telzak
Ever wondered who wrote the theme
music for “Seinfeld”? Do the slap bass and
lip smacks that accompany Jerry Seinfeld’s
stand-up during the opening credits of the
show ring a bell? Well, it all started with
a nice Jewish boy from Kentucky named
Jonathan Wolff, a veteran composer of
the Hollywood TV music scene. Wolff
will be performing in Atlanta, on Sunday,
September 25, at the Rialto Center for the
Arts, to benefit local Atlanta synagogue
Or VeShalom, a Sephardic congregation,
established in 1914, by Jewish immigrants
from the Isle of Rhodes and Turkey. The
performance will give you a behind-thecurtains look at Wolff’s experience as a
Hollywood insider, all-around TV music
guy, and storyteller extraordinaire. You’ll
be privy to never-before-heard stories about
some of Hollywood’s greatest, and Wolff
promises to answer any and all of your
burning Seinfeld-related questions.
Producing what Wolff calls Seinfeld’s
“sonic brand” is a great story in and of itself.
It goes a little something like this: Atlantaborn comedian George Wallace was a
close mutual friend of both Wolff and Jerry
Seinfeld (yes, Seinfeld did have a friend
named George in real life) and connected
them to each other on one fortuitous day in

1989. In typical Seinfeld fashion, Jerry had
a dilemma, which he then relayed to Wolff
over the phone. He wanted the opening
credits for his new TV show to include both
his own comedic stand-up and theme music.
Wolff remembers thinking at the time that
this was a complete and utter “recipe for
an audio conflict.” However, not one to shy
away from a challenge, Wolff came up with
an ingenious solution: “How about your
[Seinfeld’s] jokes are the melody and my
job is to accompany you in a way that is
quirky and identifiable.” Wolff remembers
thinking that “this was music from Mars.”
Jerry Seinfeld and Larry David loved
it. Yet initially, the television network that
produced “Seinfeld” found the music to
be “distracting and annoying.” But, as
one might expect from Larry David, this
feedback only enhanced his commitment to
using Wolff’s music. The theme music born
had a percolating energy, and it was only a
matter of time before it became completely
associated and interwoven with “Seinfeld.”
“Seinfeld” is undoubtedly Wolff’s most
noteworthy venture in television music.
However, he has composed music for 75
primetime television shows, including
“Married with Children,” “Reba,” “Will
& Grace,” and “King of Queens,” as well
as many lesser-known shows like “Double
Rush” and “Can’t Hurry Love.”

As autumn approaches
BY Marice
Katz
It is the middle of August, and I am
feeling sad and nostalgic as summer comes
to a close. I like the season very much, and
this year I had a significant addition to my
reasons for liking it.

It is about Mother Nature. It began
when everything started turning green. I
have always appreciated the greenery, but
it seemed different this year, and I loved it
more than ever.
The beautiful views from my home’s
windows, my car, or the pool—the
greenery was so beautiful.
In June, I went to Lake Oconee.
The beauty of the lake, the great food,
swimming, and the joy of meeting new

and interesting people enhanced my love
of summer.
Actually, last year, after the death of
my brother Albert, which hit me so hard,
I received a sympathy letter from Rabbi
Peter Berg and his staff at The Temple.
It was so encouraging and so nice. It
included some prayers and also some
suggestions. One was to get away, which
has stayed with me, hence my trip to Lake
Oconee.

I can only imagine how beautiful
autumn will be, as this summer season
comes to a close and changes from the
beautiful green leaves to the vibrant colors
of fall. I do love the change of seasons,
but summer is just my favorite.
Happy New Year.

After an adventurous and successful
career in Hollywood, Wolff decided to retire
and moved back to where it all began: his
hometown of Louisville, Kentucky. Wolff
has fond memories of the small, yet active
Jewish community in Louisville, which
he describes as “the incubator from which
I was born.” From a very early age, Wolff
provided the entertainment for a wide range
of Jewish events in his hometown: from
Hadassah meetings to JCC shows. It was, as
he put it, “a really good way to develop my
muscles.”
Jonathan Wolff is no novice to
performing, as he has spent the past several
years traveling the country and playing at
various universities and performing arts
centers, including Stanford University and
Berklee College of Music. And, on Sunday,
September 25, he’ll be playing in our very
own city, at The Rialto Center For The Arts,
located in the heart of Atlanta’s historic
Fairlie-Poplar district.
A dynamic performer, Wolff puts on a
kinetic, spontaneous, and highly entertaining
show. His performances typically consist of
playing music (mostly piano), storytelling,
showing video clips, and an audience Q&A.
Rarely is a show of Wolff’s scripted. Rather,
Wolff uses his natural charisma, arsenal of
Hollywood tales, and intuitive feel for his

Jonathan Wolff
audience to “100% wing-it.” Wolff urges the
audience to participate and interact, and he
enthusiastically welcomes questions of all
varieties. He is more than happy to share the
tales of his days in Hollywood, since, as he
says, “I’ve got a lot of Hollywood stories
and a big mouth.” And that’s a pretty, pretty,
pretty good combination.
For tickets and information about this
event, call 404-413-9TIX(9849), email
info@rialtocenter.org, or visit https://events.
rialtocenter.org/Online/.
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Boys’ High, Grady High, and the Cheshire cat
BY Leon
Eplan
A truly uplifting article appeared in
Atlanta’s local media last month, which, if
you missed it, bears repeating. A huge gift—
of more than $800,000—has been given to
Atlanta’s Henry W. Grady High School by
the alumni of Atlanta’s Boys’ High School
Alumni Association (BHSAA), which will
immediately allow Grady to strengthen and
embellish its academics.
What makes this largess unusual is
that public schools rarely receive gifts of
such size. So does the fact that alumni of
a public school that is long gone, having
closed its doors more than 69 years ago
when the Atlanta Public Schools became
co-educational in 1947, appreciate and
venerate the educational foundation they
received for their later life to the extent that
they have continued to keep alive its alumni
organization as a tribute to the institution of
Boys’ High.
This devotion to and appreciate for
Boys’ High School has been evidenced
by word, fellowship of alumni, and
financial contributions. In addition to
funding newsletters, correspondence, and
banquet meetings, monies were raised
to commemorate the existence of the
institution and to support public education.
Over the years, the alumni association has
accumulated more than $800,000 in its
coffers in the furtherance of these objectives.
With the tolling of the years, the remaining
alumni from that moderate-sized school
only number about 400, with the youngest
members on the board well into their 80s.
Now, when the board meets, they have only
to look around the room to see elderly faces
and physical limits.
At this point, the central concern
has been: “What should be done with our
treasury?” To address this, several principles
were crafted by the BHSAA to guide the use
of the funds. It was first determined that
this money be left to the benefit of a public
secondary school, which would enhance
the school’s ability to significantly improve
the quality of education being offered. In
addition, scholarships would be granted to
graduating students who were in need of
financial support in order to continue their
education. Finally, all grants made would
carry and preserve the name of Atlanta
Boys’ High School.
Grady High was the obvious choice to
receive the money. That school currently
occupies space in the same building that
Boys’ High had utilized for the final 23 years
of its existence. In addition, the BHSAA had
formed a relationship with Grady years ago,
providing it with a new 20-foot archway
entry into its parking lot which carried

Boys’ High School Postcard, 1926

Recent Boys’ High School Alumni Association reunion
the Grady name in bold letters; helping to
underwrite the cost of its well-used Writing
Center; and even furnishing money to
Advancement Placement teachers for their
use to attend courses and seminars related to
their subject. And even more, Grady, as was
the case with Boys’ High, is held in high
regard among the city’s public schools.
Based on this, within six months an
agreement was reached between Grady’s
principal, Timothy J. Guiney, and his
faculty members, and the BHSAA. That
short timeframe allowed the school to
immediately launch the next step towards
realizing its commitment to greater
excellence. As in the past, the funds would
continue to be held and invested by the
Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta
and administrated by them in accordance
with the Agreement reached between Grady
High and the BHSAA.
With the adopted Agreement, it is
conservatively estimated that the funds will
be sufficient to underwrite the program for
at least the next 15 to 20 years. The analogy
that has been used is the Cheshire cat in
Alice in Wonderland. You may recall that it
began to slowly disappear, from its back to
its head, until it was completely gone, and
all that remained was its smile.
How will the money be used? A
primary goal of Grady has been to guide
more students to graduation. To help realize
this goal, years ago it established the

Writing Center for all students, primarily
those in the ninth and tenth grades—when
many students begin to drop out. Hundreds
of students each year, particularly those who
are in need of additional help in their writing
skills, voluntarily have taken advantage of
this opportunity. In turn, this has encouraged
many to continue with their education. The
new funds will be used to establish and
underwrite two additional centers, one for
reading and another for mathematics. In
addition, every year, two high-achieving
graduating seniors will be selected and each
will receive $5,000 annually for four years
to attend a university or college of their
choice. Preference will be given to those
with financial need.
Due to the continuing regard which the
alumni have for Boys’ High, each grant and
award will be accompanied by a message:
“Funds provided to Grady High School by
the Boys’ High School Alumni Association,
are being given with our sincere appreciation
to H. O. Smith, principal of Boys’ High, and
the school’s outstanding educators.”
Boys’ High graduates have produced
many of Atlanta’s leaders in government,
academics, judicial courts, business,
ministers, professional services, journalism,
athletics, and cultural affairs. Some went
on to later complete master and PhD
degrees, while a few were chosen as Rhodes
scholars. Distinguished individuals who

have attended Boys’ High, include U. S.
Secretary of State Dean F. Rusk; Atlanta
Mayor Ivan Allen; Congressman Elliott H.
Levitas, Dr. Harrison L. Rogers, president of
the American Medical Association; Harlee
Branch, Jr., president of the Georgia Power
Company and chairman of the Southern
Company; Dr. Harmon G. Caldwell,
Chancellor of the University System of
Georgia; Boisfeullet Jones, president of
the Robert W, Woodruff Foundation; and
Robert Lipshutz, Counsel to President
Jimmy Carter.
Many have expressed their thoughts
about what induced Boys’ High’s almost
unique character. The following is from
Boys’ High Forever, a history of Boys’
High School (ISBN 0779011-06). H. O.
Smith was, except for the school’s final
year, its principal from 1924 to its closing
in 1947. He is described as having contrived
“successively to build a college preparatory
school in the New England tradition at the
Atlanta’s taxpayers’ expense,” shaping the
school from his own education at Boston
Latin and Harvard. He is remembered as
“a good teacher and splendid principal,
with a sense of humor, a ready retort, an
understanding of boys and a will of iron.”
Dr. Henry King Stanford, ’34, who was
president of five colleges and universities,
including the University of Georgia and
University of Miami, suggested, “the
legacy of Boys’ High, which means so
much to alumni, is more than nostalgia.”
He attributes that affection to “teachers
who not only had considerable knowledge
of subject and an interest in students” but
also ”the expectation of achievement.”
George Goodwin, ’35, who in 1948 became
the Atlanta newspapers’ first Pulitzer Prize
winner, felt that the faculty was highly
distinguished and its members were
dedicated to teaching, especially boys.
Perhaps the best evidence for this, he wrote,
is that most teachers remained until their
retirement.
This story underlies the gift that
BHSAA gave to Grady High. It is Grady’s
intention to continue to provide the citizens
of Atlanta, regardless of income, with a
superior education.
Leon S. Eplan ’46, past BHSAA president,
and Atlanta’s former Commissioner of
Planning and Development.
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Peter Dyer and Amy Spanier
web design, as well as interior design and
art consultation services through Amy’s
design firm SNOB Inc. (Slightly North of
Buckhead). Together, Amy and Peter have
nearly 50 years combined experience in the
business of art, design, art education, and
exhibitions.
The gallery is located at 5346 Peachtree
Road, in Chamblee. Call 404-227-0231, or
visit www.IDEAChamblee.com.
SAM MASSELL RECEIVES MORE
HONORS. Former Atlanta mayor and
current mayor of Buckhead Sam Massell has
been given so many awards in recent weeks,
we can hardly keep
up. He always
responds to them
with grace, humor,
and modesty.
Sam
was
honored recently at
the BB&T (Branch
Banking & Trust
Company) Atlanta
Open, as the 2016
Champion of Our
Sam Massell
Community. This
(Photo: Georgia
prompted Sam to
State University
note that, “The
Magazine and
Atlanta
Open
photographer
reminded me of my
Ben Rollins)
Sundays for years
at the Standard
Club and Bitsy
Grant Center. Of course, my trying now
to serve a tennis ball with my cane (at age
of 90) would be like my trying to toss the
jump-ball up for the seven-footers at the
Omni’s opening game.”
Speaking of earlier sporting events Sam
helped bring to Atlanta as president of the
Atlanta City Council, he observed that one
cannot count on outliving even the most
massive buildings in development-crazed
Atlanta—“They gave me a lifetime pass
when my administration developed the
Omni Coliseum, and I thought it was for my
lifetime, but I outlasted the building.”
In addition to the BB&T award, Sam
was named The Man of Distinction last
month by Zeta Beta Tau international
fraternity, and will soon be honored by the
Thanks Mom and Dad Fund.
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Sam also penned a guest editorial in the
Atlanta Business Chronicle, bragging about
how wonderful Buckhead is, especially the
work of The Buckhead Coalition, which he
founded and heads.
But he is too modest to point out that
the main reason for the group’s success is
his popularity, hard work, and genius for
promoting our beloved village.
MARTHA JO KATZ GOES HOME AGAIN
TO OCILLA. Martha Jo Katz just took a
trip to South Georgia, with her 21-year-old
grandson, Reed Harris Turry, a senior in the
Honors Program at UGA, who wanted to
see where “gogo” grew up.
They visited The Fitzgerald Hebrew
Congregation, founded by MJ’s great
grandfather; her family home in Ocilla, and
the cemetery where her parents and Aunt
Esther and Uncle Charles Harris are buried.
“I brought back rocks from Omaha Beach
to put on all their graves,” she said, “since
Uncle Charles was a Marine in WWII and
such a proud American.”
They ate at Chicken Delight, and, she
tells us exclusively, “visited a friend who had
sent me two bricks from my grandmother’s
house when it was demolished. They have
brass plates that read ‘from the Home of
Abe and Ida Harris.’ My grandmother was
Ida Bank Harris, the sister of Jos. A. Bank…
anywhere we go, people know my family
from Baltimore. The couple who live in the
house where I grew up invited us in.
“We also went to see the 97-year-old
gentleman who worked in our store as a
teen. My grandfather helped him to go to
college, then he came back to be a principal
in the school system. We saw some of the
famous wild chickens in both Ocilla and
Fitzgerald. On the way out of town, we
stopped at the Jefferson Davis Memorial
Park, in Irwinville, where the president
of the Confederacy was captured, right in
my county! Reed saw the courthouse, the
jailhouse, my house, our store buildings,
and where our grandparents house, which
they lived in from 1910 to their deaths, used
to stand.
“It is wonderful when a grandchild
wants to know about family history and the
memories of people they never knew. This
was a trip down memory lane, but also a way
to document much of our family history. I
have donated a lot of family memorabilia to
The Breman Museum, so future generations
can learn about how we grew up Jewish
in rural America. I highly recommend
Southern Jews do the same, if they have
family history that will deteriorate in their
drawers or boxes. We are so fortunate to
have The Breman Museum to preserve our
memories.”
MJ was also honorary chair for the
Wine Women and Shoes event, September
11, at The Grand Hyatt Atlanta in Buckhead,
benefitting the leukemia and women’s
cancer programs at Northside Hospital.
The event featured wine tastings, designer
shopping, charming shoe guys, best in
shoe contest, savory bites, and a glamorous
fashion show by Tootsie.

Jerry and Martha Jo and Katz, at the
Elks Home, where they were married
June 11, 1961
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work. Especially these days, with law
enforcement everywhere under such intense
and often unfair attack.
Emilie says, “Since they were just
forming their first Citizen’s Police Academy,
Joe and I both signed up for the free, 8-to-10
week course, which meets one night a week
from 7:00-9:30 p.m. It teaches the inner
workings of law enforcement. You learn
how officers are trained, take a tour of the
911 emergency center, and use a simulator
and a fake gun to experience what it is like to
make an instant decision on using a weapon,
just as a police officer would. You even get
to ride along in a police car for a couple of
hours. It is truly fascinating to experience.
“FYI—make sure your license plate
light and your tail lights both work.”
In addition to the holiday luncheon
Emilie co-chairs for the police in December,
she decided, with all the negative stories in
the news lately involving police shootings,
it would be a good time to have an event
to remind the officers how much the City
of Brookhaven loves and appreciates all of
them.
She spoke with Chief Gary Yandura
and told him her idea, then contacted the
graduates of the three Citizen’s Police
Academy classes and posted her plan on
the Nextdoor website. The response was
overwhelming. “So many folks wanted to
contribute, there was enough food to feed
both the lunch and dinner shifts. This was
tied in to celebrating the third birthday of
the Police Department in Brookhaven, and
it is now going to be an annual event put on
by Citizen’s Police Academy graduates.”
Thanks, Emilie, for supporting our
dedicated law enforcement officers, at a
time when they really deserve and need it.
We hope you don’t mind if we drop your
name next time we get pulled over for a
broken tail light.

Reed Turry and Martha Jo Katz
in front of the Fitzgerald Hebrew
Congregation
HONORING OUR LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS. Berkshire Hathaway Home
Services Realtor Emilie Posner Haas
tells us exclusively that, after she and her
husband, Joe, spent the last four years
traveling the world, she is “all traveled
out.” So she decided to find a way to use
up her boundless energy and do something
interesting to help her local community—
namely, to let the Brookhaven Police know
how much she appreciates their valuable

Brookhaven Police Chief Gary
Yandura with Emilie Posner Haas
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Observance of High Holidays in the South: Civil War into 20th century
BY David
Geffen
The vista of Southern Jewry was
wonderfully projected in Eli Evans’
groundbreaking work, The Provincials, first
published in 1973 and republished many
times since. In the 1990s, it was translated
into Hebrew with the title Anshei Provence,
so that Israelis could read the engrossing
volume.
Another interesting question might be
asked in regard to a High Holiday religious
ritual. When was the first shofar sounding in
Atlanta? In 1864, during the final stages of
the battle of Atlanta, the city was in turmoil
and tekiat hashofar, shofar blowing, would
have been highly unlikely. Professor Mark
Bauman, I think, correctly suggested that
initial shofar sounding in Atlanta occurred
in early 1860s, before the destruction of the
city. The Jewish community had grown in
those years, because Jewish families from
Savannah and elsewhere had fled to Atlanta,
thinking it would be safer. There were no
synagogues in Atlanta in 1860; however,
with this increase in the Jewish population,
the Hebrew Benevolent Society was
founded. It is possible that with this increase
in numbers, either independently or as part
of the Hebrew Benevolent Society, services
were held and a member may have blown
the shofar.

Prior to the passage of a bill in the
U.S. Congress in 1862, which had been
requested by President Lincoln, Jews were
not permitted to serve as chaplains in the
U.S. military. Although during the time of
fighting in Atlanta, Jewish chaplains had
been added to the Union forces, there is no
indication that the Jewish forces fighting
under General Sherman included a Jew in
the chaplaincy corps. In the Confederate
military ranks, rabbis were permitted to be
chaplains as soon as the war started; they
were nicknamed “the rebel rabbis.” But
there is no indication that the Confederate
forces included a rabbi.
Not all of Savannah Jewry fled to
Atlanta. In the Savannah Republican, the
following High Holiday story appeared,
on September 14, 1863. “Last evening at
sunset, the festival of Rosh Hashanah, the
New Year 5624, was celebrated by the
Hebrews. The congregation of the Brothers
of Jacob, worshipping at Armory Hall, held
services last evening. This forenoon services
will commence at 7 o’clock. The Rev.
Jacob Rosenfeld and Rev. Simon Gertsman
officiating.”
Jews settled in Savannah in 1733,
having arrived just six months after James
Ogelthorpe founded the city. The first
synagogue in Savannah, Kahal Kodeosh
(K.K.) Mikve Israel, was founded in 1735.
Mikve Israel was originally a traditional
Sephardic congregation, but today it is a
member of the Union for Reform Judaism.
By 1859, there were enough Ashkenazic
Jews in the city, led by a noted Rabhan
family patriarch, to found B’nai B’rith
Jacob (BBJ), as it is known today.

The Sunny South newspaper was
published in Atlanta and appeared weekly
and sometimes daily. An 1894 article in
that publication included the following
description of Rosh Hashanah for its
readers: “Rosh Hashanah is the Jewish New
Year. Two days are celebrated, in accordance
with the custom of the old Jews. They were
uncertain as to the exact date of the New
Year because of the confusion in which they
found the calendar. They celebrated two
days so as to be sure not to miss the right
one. The Reformed Jews celebrate but one
day.”
The item continued. “Rosh Hashanah
[the biblical name for which is Yom Teruah]
means the Feast of Trumpets. According to
the Jewish chronology, this is the beginning
of the year 5654.” Now the feminist role in
the holiday is stressed. “The head woman in
every Jewish household lights three candles
at the first appearance of three stars. On New
Year, the ram’s horn is sounded in the Jewish
synagogues, the significance of which is to
remind the people that the new year is being
ushered in, that new resolutions may be
formed and new preparations made to live
better during the year.”
My good friend and AEPi fraternity
brother Ivan Millender describes how
Dalton, Georgia, Jews observed the High
Holidays. “The synagogue was founded in
1940 with the help of Atlanta’s Rabbi Harry
Epstein. The synagogue actually started in
my parents’ backyard. Then a house was
rented as the synagogue building, a rabbi
hired for the High Holiday services, and two
sifrei torah were purchased.”
Millender recalled, “My father, Sam

Millender, was the shofar blower, not a
professional star in this regard, but he did
have adequate skills to do a decent job. He
continued until my cousin Lewis Millender
took over as a junior in high school.”
Millender notes laymen could and did lead
the services. “One, Arthur Richman, was of
first-rate cantorial quality.”
Millender joined the High Holiday
choir, which was coached by Max Zukor, an
Orthodox rabbi who served Dalton for nine
years. “As a member of the choir, we sang
the standard liturgy and we wore blue robes.
The rabbi and the cantor, who wore a high
hat, were fully dressed in white robes. After
World War II, the congregation engaged
Rabbi Ferenc Hevesi, from Budapest,
Hungary, who was the nephew of the chief
Rabbi of Budapest.
“The Dalton tradition was that every
adult male in the congregation received
an honor over Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. “Extra aliyahs,” Ivan stressed,
“were carved out of the Torah readings for
this purpose. The gabbai was Mr. Barney
Solomon, who discretely made his rounds
in the sanctuary, rounded up the honorees,
and extracted generous pledges from each.”
Solomon, it was clear, was an expert in
this regard, since “he did his homework in
advance and had files on small cards about
his ‘customers’; he was a tireless worker for
the synagogue.” To top it off, the Solomons
hosted the communal break-the-fast supper.
There are many more stories of High
Holidays in Georgia waiting to be told.
Shana Tova uMetuka—a good sweet year to
everyone from Jerusalem.

A look at the relationship of Abraham Lincoln and the Jews

By Stanley Harris, Jr.

We Called Him Rabbi Abraham: Lincoln
and American Jewry, A Documentary
History
By Gary Phillip Zola
Southern Illinois University Press
2014
458 pages
Rabbi Gary Phillip Zola, Ph.D.,
Executive Director of The Jacob Rader
Marcus Center of the American Jewish
Archives and Professor of the American
Jewish Experience at Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion
in Cincinnati, provides a distinct and
interesting commentary on the interaction
of President Abraham Lincoln and the
Jews in our country. The author examines
Mr. Lincoln’s relationship with the Jewish
community from the mid-19th century
and traces the evolution of the ongoing
affection for the 16th president, from the
time of Lincoln’s assassination up to the
present day.

The text covers Mr. Lincoln’s formative
years, his presidency, and interpretations of
his legacy within the Jewish community.
It addresses specific events during his
presidency that affected American Jews.
For example, a piece of Civil War (or, for
Southerners, the War Between the States)

legislation originally included a provision
that military chaplains be of the Christian
faith, but as a result of Lincoln’s actions, the
provision eventually stated that a chaplain
must be “a regularly ordained minister of
some religious denomination.”
General Ulysses S. Grant, in 1862,
issued General Orders No. 11, which
banished all Jews from the military
department of Tennessee, which included
Kentucky, Tennessee, and parts of
Mississippi and Alabama. This was Grant’s
attempt to address the interaction between
troops and merchant-peddlers. Lincoln
revoked that order.
Another episode was the effort by the
National Reform Association, a small group
of Christians to amend the Constitution to
include references to God and Jesus Christ.
Though much pressure was exerted from
both sides, the president took no action on
that issue.
The Jewish reaction to the president’s
assassination presented a variety of
orientations. The text analyzes the different
sects of the faith, both in the North and
South. The commentary is quite compelling.

Substantial expressions of Lincoln’s
affiliation with and ongoing affection for
Jews are set forth, with the author noting
the persistent, unsubstantiated speculation
that Lincoln descended from Jewish
lineage.
Also fascinating were the various
interchangeable
terms—“rabbi,”
“reverend,” “preacher,” and “minister”—
for Jewish clerics. Dr. Zola explained to
me that prior to the mass migration of
Jews to the United States during the 19th
century, “protestantized terminology....”
was used to, “Americanize Judaism—not
to Christianize it.”
I recommend this book both to those
interested in Jewish history and devotees
of Abraham Lincoln.
The format of the volume is
interesting. Each chapter is followed by
a series of documents, references, and
images. Also, each individual named is
followed by the years of birth and death in
parentheses.
Stanley Harris, Jr., is Savannah attorney
and author of The Practice:What They
Don’t Teach in Law School.
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Friends talk not argue
BY Bubba
Meisa
I guess some of you might remember
me from the stuff I used to send in to The
Jewish Georgian. Time got me to thinking
that maybe I would take it easy and spend
less time reporting on the events from
Westabutchie and more effort on tying flies.
I chewed on this for a spell and decided that
was for me. While some of you city folk
have a different evaluation system, if you
come down here to Westabutchie and spend
some time, you might see a happier, more
positive world through our rose-colored
glasses and understand my choice.
It’s not that we don’t have differences
and problems; it’s just that we can and do
cogitate on these. And we do so like friends
and neighbors.
But I got to thinking the other day ‘bout
how some of our local issues are much like
the national concerns, and I took the cover
off of my Selectric (for some of you younger

people, that is a typewriter) to let you know
what’s doing here.
I know you will all be happy to hear
that around 9:30 a.m. or 10:00 a.m.
each weekday, a bunch of us still
meander over to Mollie’s
Diner for coffee. Really,
this is just a guise; we
gather to socialize,
gossip, and catch up
on the current events.
No one knows how
this all came about
or how long it has
been going on, but,
like most things, it
doesn’t really matter
anyhow.
There are no rules,
and invitations are neither
extended nor expected. You see,
we’re just plum happy being a
community. Frankly, it’s just
good for our souls to sit around
and talk—I think that some folks
call that dialoguing. Anyway, it must work,
for we all get along just fine even if we don’t
always agree.
So last week, the local newspaper, the

Page 9

Westabutchie American, had a report about
a sort of mess that has sprung up. You see,
the folks down to city hall decided to see
about stretching out the city limits. There are
areas outside of the Westabutchie city limits
that people call Metropolitan Westabutchie,
and it seems that those folks down there on
the planning commission are
thinking that some of that
land should be inside
the city.
Well, as you can
guess, this has
gotten to be a
troubling issue.
It’s like Moose
Moss said: “if
this
happens,
we now would
have people that
have to be serviced
by the city, and
some of these
folks are not
used to how
we do things.
Not only that,
some of these people
don’t go to the same
houses of worship that most of us belong
to. Luckily, with the exception of a few
families that moved down here from other
areas, they mostly look and talk like us.”

Once the talk turned to this, others in
the group who didn’t cotton to changes
added their concerns. Sonny Schwartz,
who is retired, brought up the issue of
jobs. Westabutchie has an ordinance that
requires individuals who work in jobs paid
for by the city to live within the city limits.
Employment is always an issue, and Sonny
is concerned that those folks who come into
the city as a result of the annexation will be
competing for spots that long-time, native
citizens of Westabutchie have been filling.
On the other hand, Thelma Lou Ross,
who is a third-generation Westabutchie
resident, chimed in with the observation that
some of those people who would be coming
into the city had training and backgrounds
that would be great selling points in
attracting new businesses. In addition, as
she said, “they would increase the data of
numbers of students, which would help in
additional funding that the school district
would receive.” She added the idea that
somewhere in each of our backgrounds,
“we, or someone in our family, had moved
into Westabutchie, and it was this mixing of
new blood that had helped move the town
forward.”
Whatever the outcome, we all learned
by listening to others. Mollie has a sign in
the diner that reads: “If you are going to
open your mouth, make sure you also open
your ears.”

Ammunition Hill Memorial honors Jewish war veterans of all nations
By Alan E. Lubel

The values of bravery and honor in
service to one’s country are celebrated at the
Ammunition Hill War Memorial, in Jerusalem,
Israel, which I recently had the opportunity to
visit. Located on a hillside outside The Old
City, Ammunition Hill was the site of some
of the bloodiest fighting of the June 1967 SixDay War, as Israeli commandos captured this
strategic high ground from an elite battalion
of Jordanian soldiers who defended the
garrison. In the fierce nighttime assault, more
than 100 Jordanian and Israeli soldiers lost
their lives. Control of this hill by the Israelis
facilitated the subsequent capture of The Old
City the next day and served as a deterrent
to a threatened Jordanian relief column. A
National Heritage site, the memorial and
museum commemorate this brave sacrifice
and serve as a symbol of Jerusalem’s
reunification.
Induction
ceremonies
for
IDF
paratroopers take place at the site, which
provides an opportunity to educate new
generations of soldiers on the values that
motivated and sustained the young heroes of
Ammunition Hill.
The memorial also honors all who fought
there. In the immediate aftermath of the battle
in 1967, the Israeli soldiers took the time to
bury Jordanian soldiers, whose graves they
marked with a sign reading, “Buried here are
17 brave Jordanian soldiers.” Fast-forward
48 years, and in 2015, the Ammunition
Hill Memorial hosted a delegation of
Jordanian officers, who met with their Israeli
counterparts, whom they had opposed in the

JNF Liaison Yoel Rosby, Ammunition
Hill Director of Operations Alon
Wald, and Atlantans Jeff Kaufman
and Michael Kaufman, at the Wall of
Honor at Ammunition Hill
1967 operation. The meeting of these former
combatants, comparing war wounds and
sharing pictures of their grandchildren, was a
hopeful sign of reconciliation.
A special feature of Ammunition Hill is a
Wall of Honor, recognizing the contributions
of Jewish men and women who have served
in the military of the countries in which they
lived. As Yoel Rosby, Jewish National Fund
liaison to the memorial, observed, “Each
person who puts on a military uniform makes
a commitment to give their life in the defense
of their country.” This dedication is honored
at the Ammunition Hill Memorial. Individual
plaques can be purchased to honor the military
service of relatives, friends, and loved ones,
with the proceeds going to develop and

Jeff Kaufman and Michael Kaufman
renovate the museum and battlegrounds and
to create a computerized data center, library,
archive, an exhibition hall, and a center for
assemblies and conferences.
In fact, on my visit, I was looking for
a plaque honoring former Georgia Court
of Appeals Judge, The Honorable Arnold
Shulman ( a major in the U.S. Army from
1941-1945), whose son Warren Shulman,
of Peachtree City, Georgia, after a visit to
Ammunition Hill, was inspired to recognize
his father. I was then pleasantly surprised to
find two plaques honoring Louis and Bernard
Philipson of Utica, New York (for their service
in the United States military, in the First and
Second World Wars), who were cousins of
my grandmother and were relatives of Hal
and Lisa Philipson, of Atlanta.
Jeff Kaufman and his son Michael,

both Atlanta attorneys, included a tour of
Ammunition Hill on their recent trip to Israel.
Similarly inspired by their experience, the
Kaufmans hosted a luncheon at their law
firm for JNF’s Ammunition Hill Liaison
Yoel Rosby, on his recent visit to Atlanta to
promote the significance of this site.
Sponsored by the Jewish National Fund
as part of JNF’s commitment to preserving
heritage sites throughout Israel, Ammunition
Hill is visited by more than 270,000 tourists
a year. It is well worth a visit on your next
trip to Israel. The memorial is located at 5
Zalman Shragai Street, Jerusalem 91181. For
more information about the Ammunition Hill
Memorial, or to inquire about opportunities
on the Wall of Honor, contact Beth Gluck
or Marcy Friedland, at the JNF Southeast
Region Office, 404-236-8990.
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Rich Foundation awards $300,000 for Jewish grounds

restoration at Oakland Cemetery
Thanks to a generous grant from
The Rich Foundation, Historic Oakland
Foundation is able to continue restoration
efforts in the Jewish section of Oakland
Cemetery, Atlanta’s oldest municipal
burial ground.
The $300,000 grant, paid in three
annual installments, will have a major
impact on HOF’s restoration goals for
one of the cemetery’s oldest sections.
The Hebrew Benevolent Congregation
acquired the 1.5-acre Jewish Flats area
and 1.5-acre Jewish Hill area in the
late 1870s, once the Old Jewish Burial
Grounds in the cemetery’s Original Six
Acres were full. The Old Jewish Burial
Grounds were established shortly after
the first Jewish settlers arrived in Atlanta,
in the mid-1850s. Oakland Cemetery’s
Jewish burial grounds are the second
oldest in the state, after Savannah’s
Bonaventure Cemetery.
“The trustees of The Rich
Foundation believe the restoration of
Oakland Cemetery’s Jewish Hill is
significant, because those interred in the
area played an important role in Atlanta’s
early history,” said Tom Asher, president
of The Rich Foundation.

Prominent Jewish Atlantans buried
in Oakland Cemetery’s Jewish Hill
include members of the Rich family, who
founded Rich’s Department Store; Dr.
Joseph Jacobs, owner of the pharmacy
that served the first Coca-Cola; Jacob
Elsas, owner of the Fulton Bag & Cotton
Mill; as well as members of the Montag,
Selig, Massell, Haas, and Guthman
families.
In 2011, the Rich Foundation
gave HOF a $65,000 matching grant,
which was used to complete hardscape
improvements in Jewish Flats, including
leveling marble coping and headstones;
repairing broken monuments; restoring
brick walkways; and cleaning masonry
throughout the section. The section
also received period-appropriate and
traditional landscaping updates. With
the Rich Foundation’s most recent
endowment,
HOF’s
Preservation,
Restoration, and Operations (PRO)
Team will move on to Jewish Hill, where
similar improvements are necessary.
An additional $150,000 is needed
to complete the restoration efforts at
Jewish Hill, and HOF is seeking support
from public and private donors to reach

that goal. With this additional funding,
the PRO Team anticipates completing
hardscape, restoration, and interpretive
components within three years.
“We are so grateful to the Rich
Foundation for believing in our mission

to preserve, restore, enhance, and share
this important part of Atlanta’s legacy,”
said David Moore, executive director
of HOF. “Our restoration work in the
Jewish grounds ensures that this history
remains intact for generations to come.”

Ahavath Achim section (Photo: Dinny Addison)

Jewish Hill (Photo courtesy of Historic Oakland Foundation)

Oakland Cemetery and the Atlanta Skyline (Photo: Ren and Helen Davis)
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These fabulous Olypmics
BY Balfoura
“Bo” Levine
Watching the opening ceremonies of
the 2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro—and
what an amazing sight that was—I was filled
with memories of the Olympiad in Atlanta
20 years ago, in 1996 (before selfies, that
is), and when I was a mere chick at 71.
And speaking of selfies, I heard that
those thousands of Olympians and visitors
that night in Rio took millions of selfies—a
world record of sorts.
Back in 1996, and way before iPads and
iPhones were invented, I volunteered for the
Paralympics, which follow the Olympics
a few weeks later. Since I was fluent in
Russian, I was attached to the Republic of
Moldova’s team. Moldova, formerly part
of the U.S.S.R., is now an independent
republic.
As an envoy (my official title), I was
to accompany the team to various venues,
translate from English to Russian and vice
versa, and help make arrangements for
transportation and anything else they needed
or wanted, including medical assistance and
massage therapy. Viren was another envoy
to our team, which comprised six male
athletes and their coach/manager, whose
title was chef. The larger teams had many
envoys, usually bilingual in the team’s
language.
I was truly amazed watching hundreds
of athletes with disabilities, most of them
using wheelchairs, and champions in
their various sports. I learned how blind
swimmers are taught how to know when
they are approaching the pool’s wall and
when to turn around for the next lap. I
saw our wheelchair athlete bench-press
hundreds of pounds while lying on his back,

2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro

1996 Olympics in Atlanta
transferring himself agilely to and from
his chair to the bench and weights. I held
my breath watching blind athletes running
track, each tethered to a seeing volunteer at
their wrists, in order to maintain their own

lanes.
I noticed members of the United Arab
Emirates delegation, in their splendid long
white silk robes, all in their wheelchairs,
competing on the rifle range. They taught
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me how to say salaam aleichem (peace be
with you), as we greeted one another each
day. The athletes and volunteers ate together
in the huge food tent, on the Georgia Tech
campus, where all the teams were housed.
I was part of our local Jewish
community’s welcoming reception for the
Israeli team, which was held at The Breman
Museum. Because of the 1972 Munich
Olympics, where 11 Israeli athletes and their
coaches were slaughtered by the PLO, the
security was very tight at the team’s housing,
on a separate floor in the Tech dorms, and
wherever they went. (Incidentally, the 1972
games were temporarily suspended, and our
swimming champion, Mark Spitz, left in
secret before the closing ceremonies.)
At the end of the Paralympics, I was
honored to march in the closing ceremonies
with Moldova’s standard-bearer. I choked
back many tears during that very moving
event.
The next day, my guys said they
wanted to go shopping at Wal-Mart. So, I
commandeered a van from the motor pool,
and off we went to the nearest Wal-Mart.
There, for a few hours, I helped them as they
selected some pretty things to take back to
their families.
Big sport that I am, I bought each of
them a little photo album, which I filled with
snapshots I had taken of all of us during the
two weeks I had been their Tsotia Boolya—
Auntie Bo. My Fuji camera did the honors.
It was an unforgettable, albeit
exhausting, experience for me. I was so
happy to accompany the team to the airport
for the Delta flight home to Moldova.
One week later, I received a lovely
thank-you letter from the chef, in Russian,
and signed by the whole team. That made it
all worthwhile. They just loved Atlanta and
their first trip to America.
Happy New Year y’all, and God bless
America.
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A POWERFUL LEARNING COMMUNITY

FOR STUDENTS FROM ALL JEWISH BACKGROUNDS

TOUR. VISIT. MEET

Student Visit Days/Parent Tours: beginning 9·20·16
Family Information Nights: 10·6·16 and 10·27·16
Personalized Visits Available Upon Request.

THE PERFECT PLACE
FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

Rise Arkin, Director of Admissions
404-917-2500 ext. 117
risearkin@weberschool.org

FELICIA PENZELL WEBER

Cheese Platters, Challah,
Starters, Entrees, Salads,
Desserts, Chocolates, Pastries,
Gifts, and Kosher Wines

FOR FULL MENUS & TO PLACE AN ORDER,
VISIT alons.com

Dunwoody

Virginia-Highland

4505 Ashford Dunwoody Rd NE
Atlanta, GA 30346
678.397.1781

1394 N. Highland Ave
Atlanta, GA 30306
404.872.6000

CENTERED
AROUND
OUR
STUDENTS

When
you visit,
you will
see…

● our 1:6 average teacher/student ratio.
● confident, engaged learners.
● small groups of children working

together and learning in new ways.

● smiles on our students’ faces.
● care in our teachers’ guidance.
● the acquisition of lifelong skills in

everything we do.

CENTERED
AROUND
OUR
STUDENTS

POWERED
BY OUR
COMMUNITY

FOCUSED
ON OUR
FUTURE

DRIVEN
BY OUR
VALUES

BUILDING
ON
OUR PAST

DEVELOPING
OUR STUDENTS’
PASSIONS

335 COLEWOOD WAY NW | SANDY SPRINGS, GA 30328-2956 | EPSTEINATLANTA.ORG

5028 epst brand ad JG_f.indd 1
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Pointe North
INSURANCE GROUP
THE RIGHT

COVERAGE

MAKES THE

DIFFERENCE

•
•
•
•

Personal Insurance
Business Insurance
Employee Benefits
Executive Benefits

Call Rick Swerdlin

CIC, ARM, Sr. Vice President

678.336.7370
888.297.6317

1215 Hightower Trail
Building B • Suite 120
Atlanta, GA 30350

PointeNorthIns.com

Page 13

Wishing everyone a
HAPPY
ROSH HASHANAH AND
A SWEET NEW YEAR
from the
EYDIE KOONIN GROUP
Give us a call, we would love to work with you this New Year!
Eydie Koonin
404.697.8215
eydiekoonin@atlantafinehomes.com
Keri Greenwald
404.307.6000
kerigreenwald@atlantafinehomes.com
Mike Toltzis
404.376.9135
miketoltzis@atlantafinehomes.com

“The Team Friends Recommend”

ATLANTAFINEHOMES.COM | 404.237.5000
© MMXVI Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Equal Housing Opportunity.
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.
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L’Shana Tova
From The Davis Academy

5th Grade Matisse-Inspired Rosh Hashanah Still Life.
Illustrations by (left to right): Jamie, Emily and Caleb.

Wishing you a sweet
and happy New Year!

8105 Roberts Drive, Atlanta, GA 30350
770-671-0085 | davisacademy.org
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A LAND · A LEGACY · A BOND
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Rita Chaiken, Au.D., Haylee Lamb, Au.D.,
Chelsea Kilgore, Au.D., Doctors of Audiology

COME IN BEFORE
THE HOLIDAY!
Why not enjoy and hear
family and friends?
IT’S THE NEW YEAR
INVEST IN ISRAEL BONDS

Shana Tovah

israelbonds.com

Schedule an appointment today for
a FREE wellness hearing screening
Transportation available - Please call for more information

Development Corporation for Israel
3525 Piedmont Road, Building 6, Suite 250
Atlanta, GA 30305
atlanta@Israelbonds.com ∙ 404.817.3500

Invest in Israel Bonds ∙ israelbonds.com
This is not an offering, which can be made
only by prospectus. Read the prospectus
carefully before investing to fully evaluate
the risks associated with investing in Israel
bonds. Member FINRA

678.894.9667

Dunwoody/Sandy Springs
Clairmont/North Druid Hills
1713 Mt. Vernon Rd., Suite 4 1991 Williamsburg Dr., Suite A100
404.935.0240
678.894.9667

Lake Oconee
706.454.0578

www.hearatlanta.com
We accept most insurance

MENTION THIS AD FOR A DISCOUNT
ON PREMIUM HEARING AIDS

L’Shana Tovah
Wishing You a Sweet New Year
You have a place with us for the High Holy Days.
Come meet our people, our clergy & our staff.

www.the-temple.org

1589 Peachtree Street NE Atlanta, GA 30309

Milledgeville
478.452.0578

404-873-1731
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Upcoming conference will honor Jewish
heritage in Natchez, Mississippi
This fall, in partnership with the
Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern
Jewish Life, the Southern Jewish Historical
Society is holding its annual conference
in one of the smallest, yet most historic,
Jewish communities in the region: Natchez,
Mississippi.
This conference promises to be
especially memorable. With the theme
“Jews in the Southern Hinterland,” the
conference will focus on the experience
of Southern Jews in the small towns and
rural areas of the South. From a beautiful
historic synagogue with museum exhibits
on display to a beautiful setting on the
Mississippi River, the history and charm of
Natchez makes it a perfect location for the
SJHS event.
The conference starts November 4. All
participants will board a bus, in Jackson,
and take a leisurely and educational trip
down to Natchez, with guided conversations
along the way.
Stopping
first
in
Vicksburg,
conference-goers will meet with members
of Congregation Anshe Chesed, visit the
town’s Jewish cemetery (which is on the
National Register of Historic Places), and
have lunch at the beautifully restored B.B.
Club, once the home of the town’s thriving
Jewish social organization. After lunch,
the buses will continue down Highway
61, stopping in the historic town of Port
Gibson, site of Gemiluth Chassed, the
oldest standing synagogue building in
Mississippi.
Upon arrival in Natchez, attendees
will hear about the establishment and
development of the state’s oldest Jewish
community, while seated under the gorgeous
dome of Temple B’nai Israel. A community
Shabbat service will be led by ISJL Director
of Rabbinic Services Rabbi Jeremy Simons,
and then award-winning reporter and editor
Robin Amer will give a live performance of
her radio story exploring the past traditions
and current challenges of the Natchez
Jewish community.
Conference Host Rachel Myers,
museum and special project coordinator
for the ISJL, is especially excited that most
of the programs will take place within the
historic Temple B’nai Israel. “The city of
Natchez is celebrating its tricentennial year,
and hosting this conference is a wonderful
way to honor its rich Jewish history. This
building, and the legacy of Natchez’s Jewish
citizens which it so beautifully represents,
is part of the Natchez landscape—and
always will be. We very much look forward
to having SJHS in Natchez, to show support
for the congregation and to continue the
traditions of vibrant Jewish life in a historic
community.”

The Mississippi River

Temple B’nai Israel, Natchez (Photo:
Bill Aron, courtesy of Institute for
Southern Jewish Life)
The weekend will be packed with
panels covering topics such as the impact
of disease and natural disasters on Southern
Jewish communities, the interactions of
Jewish congregations and communities
with the larger non-Jewish world, Southern
Jewish memoirs, and more. Participants will
also have an opportunity to experience this
jewel of a city. Attendees have the option

Jane Wexler, Natchez, Mississippi,
Pilgrimage Queen, 1932

Sam Abrams Grocery on Franklin Street, Natchez, circa 1900 (Photo
courtesy of Institute for Southern Jewish Life)

of choosing from several historic walking
tours, featuring the city’s antebellum homes
and important Jewish sites.
If you are not currently an SJHS
member—which is required to attend the
conference—you can join when you register.
For a full program, online registration, and
travel and lodging information, visit isjl.
org/sjhs-natchez-program.html.
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Keep their attention
a few inches higher
than usual.

Fine jewelry, watches and art...

Amsterdam Walk + 500 L-3 Amsterdam Ave + Midtown + 404/892-8294
Decatur Square + 117 East Court Square + Decatur + 404/370-3979
www.worthmorejewelers.com
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Hadassah News
HADASSAH ATLANTA CENTENNIAL
GALA. Hadassah Atlanta is gearing up for
its Centennial Gala Celebration, Sunday,
October 30, at The Grand Hyatt Atlanta, in
Buckhead. The evening will begin with a
cocktail hour, followed by a kosher seated
dinner. Guests will be entertained by dance
troupe Ingrid’s La Fuega, featuring Cynthia
Good, as well as musical entertainment by
Jeni Michelson.
Hadassah is making an impact not only
in Atlanta but also throughout the world,
with its groundbreaking medical research.
It has had much success with its latest
campaign, Research In Service to Humanity.
The evening’s three honorees will
represent Hadassah Atlanta’s past, present
and future: Mrs. Rae Frank, of blessed
memory (represented by Lois and Larry
Frank); Virginia Saul, a dedicated and
dynamic past president; and Renée
Rosenheck, an accomplished Hadassah
leadership fellow.
Gala Co-Chairs Martha Jo Katz and
Linda M. Hakerem, along with Centennial
Chair Phyllis M. Cohen and committees,
are planning a memorable evening to
celebrate this milestone. Martha Jo has
been busy securing fabulous door prizes
from companies like Neiman Marcus,
Giorgio Armani Beauty/L’Oreal, Waldorf
Astoria Jerusalem, Jewels with a Purpose,
Fifth Group Restaurants, Dr. Vincent N.
Zubowicz, and many more. Button It Up, the
premier digital green screen photographer,

Gala honorees (from left) Virginia
Saul, Renée Rosenheck, and Larry
and Lois Frank (representing Rae
Frank, of blessed memory) (Photos:
Chuck Robertson Photography)

Gala organizers (from left) Centennial
Chair Phyllis M. Cohen and Gala CoChairs Martha Jo Katz and Linda M.
Hakerem

will create a photo booth that will take
guests to Israel with backdrops of Hadassah
Medical Center.
To purchase tickets and sponsorships,
visit hadassah.org/events/gala, or call the
Hadassah office at 678-443-2961. For more
information about Hadassah and Hadassah
Atlanta, visit hadassah.org/atlanta.
THE POWER OF OUR DREAMS.
The theme of Hadassah’s 98th National
Convention—The Power of Our Dreams—
held in Atlanta, incorporates the philosophy
of Hadassah founder Henrietta Szold, “Dare
to dream…and when you dream...dream
big.”
Oscar-winning actress and New York
Times best-selling author Gwyneth Paltrow
received the Power of Our Dreams Award,
in recognition of the values she shares with
Hadassah and for her role as a business
woman and health activist. Malcolm
Hoenlein, executive vice chairman of
the Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations, accepted
the Henrietta Szold Award for outstanding
humanitarian service.
The Convention also honored worldrenowned cardiologist Dr. Nanette Kass
Wenger and featured appearances by
celebrated mother-daughter authors Letty
Cottin Pogrebin and Abigail Pogrebin,
Iron Dome weapons system developer
Natan Barak, and the first woman Speaker
of the Knesset, Dalia Itzik, among other
distinguished guests. Nearly 1,000 Hadassah
members, associates, and supporters were in
attendance.
At the four-day convention, which
concluded July 28, four new Hadassah
Policy Statements, on the issues of
Zionism, UN Reform, LGBTQ Equality,
and Caregiving, were passed. National
President Ellen Hershkin states, “Advocacy
is central to Hadassah’s mission—helping
our members and supporters realize their
potential as a dynamic force in American
society. From supporting the creation of
the State of Israel and selling war bonds
during World War II to championing stemcell and gender-balanced medical research,
Hadassah has a long and proud history of
advocacy on issues important to women and
the Jewish community.”

Gwyneth Paltrow with Hadassah
President Ellen Hershkin

Honoree Dr. Nanette Kass Wenger,
world-renowned cardiologist
PENCIL POWER DONATES 22,750
PENCILS TO KIDS IN NEED. In searching
for a National Convention Community
Service Project at Hadassah’s 98th National
Convention, Hadassah project Co-Chairs
Lee Kansas and Ruthanne Warnick
approached Barbara Prevost Overton,
director of Child Hunger Programs at the
Atlanta Community Food Bank, for ideas.
Overton oversees ACFB’s Kids in Need
program, which provides school supplies
for students whose academic success is
threatened by poverty. Kids in Need is a
year-round free store for educators whose
schools qualify.
Overton pointed out that a child can
easily go through 50 or more pencils in one
school year. Thus, the Pencil Power project
was born.
Pencil Power exceeded its goal of
10,000 #2 new pencils, collecting 22,750
pencils, including 17,750 from Hadassah
members, associates, and convention guests
and a generous donation of 5,000 from
Office Depot. At the convention’s closing
ceremony, Kansas and Warnick presented a
box of pencils to Overton, to represent the
thousands that were donated.

Pencil Power Co-chairs Lee Kansas
(from left) and Ruthanne Warnick,
with Barbara Prevost Overton,
director, Child Hunger Programs at
the Atlanta Community Food Bank
HADASSAH
RECEIVES
MDRT
FOUNDATION GRANT. As part of its
Worldwide Grant Program, the Million
Dollar Round Table Foundation awarded a
$5,000 grant to Hadassah.
The grant will support the palliative
care program of the Pediatric HematologyOncology Department of the Hadassah
Medical Organization (HMO), so that
children dying from various forms of cancer
may enjoy the best quality of life possible.
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Hadassah believes in providing all patients
with quality care, regardless of nationality,
religion or creed.
MDRT is an international, independent
association comprising nearly 36,000 of
the world’s leading life insurance and
financial services professionals from more
than 78 countries. Representing the MDRT
Foundation, 40-year MDRT member and
Knight of the Foundation Bill Loventhal,
CFP, CLU, presented the grant check
to Paula Zucker, president of Hadassah
Greater Atlanta, who accepted the award on
behalf of Hadassah. Loventhal, a resident
of Dunwoody, is a financial advisor at
Northwestern Mutual and a Hadassah
associate.

Paula Zucker and Bill Loventhal
with the $5,000 check awarded to
Hadassah from the Million Dollar
Round Table Foundation
TRAINING WHEELS. Come join
Hadassah and go around the year al
galgalim (on wheels). From Shabbat and
Rosh Hashanah to Shavuot, children ages
3-5 and their parents have fun learning about
Jewish holidays through Training Wheels/
Al Galgalim, a Jewish family education
program created by Hadassah.
Activities include songs, stories, crafts,
games, and holiday foods.
The program is about families—parents
and children participating in Jewish rituals
and spending quality time together.
Training Wheels meets nine times
throughout the year on Sunday mornings,
10 a.m.-12:00 noon, in the Perimeter area,
and is led by trained Hadassah volunteers.
For more information, contact Sheila
Barid and Melissa Kornfeld at barids@
bellsouth.net or 404-636-2696, visit
hadassah.org/atlanta, or search for Training
Wheels Atlanta on Facebook.

A sukkah can be delicious!
See HADASSAH, page 25
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Schwartz on Sports
BY Jerry
Schwartz
FIFTY YEARS IN ATLANTA. Fifty years
ago, in the summer of 1966, my wife,
Nancy, our 18-month-old daughter, Mindy,
and I arrived in Atlanta.
We moved here from Ft. Polk,
Louisiana, where I had served for two years
as an officer at a basic and advanced infantry
training camp, for soldiers who would
eventually be going to fight in Vietnam. It
was a growing and maturing experience
for us, and we were happy to be back in
Atlanta, where Nancy grew up and where
most of her family and friends lived. We
never considered any other place to live, and
I was fortunate to get a teaching position in
the DeKalb County School System, starting
that September.
Luckily, I also was able to get a summer
job as a counselor at the AJECOMCE Camp,
at Zaban Park. That was quite a change,
going from Army recruits to keeping track
of 11- and 12-year-old boys. I incorporated
some of my Army training in our group. We
were the Knesset–K. We had our group flag,
and, whenever there was a camp ceremony,
the boys stood in a K formation. They even
worked toward earning the honor of carrying
around that flag. I still have a folder with the
boys’ names and many of the activities in
which they participated. The group included
Matt Taylor, Kevin Levent, Bert Light, Mark
Tarica, Stuart Cohen, Donald Baranovitz,
Drew Fishman, Neal Marks, Paul Russell,
Richard Galanti, Frank Leff, Tommy Mayer,
Mark Siegal, Jon Blaustein, Mark Balser,
Paul Benamy, Chuck Strasburger, David
Hirschberg, and Hili Gastfriend. I often
wonder where they are now. They would be
in their early 60s, and some of them might
even have grandchildren in the summer
camp at Zaban now.
I say this in introduction to my
reflections on the influence that the
Atlanta Jewish Community Center has
had on my life—athletically, socially, and
educationally—over the last 50 years. I
have been able to participate in all kinds
of athletic endeavors—basketball, softball,
racquetball, and pickleball—over the years
and have made many lasting friendships.
I have belonged to other fitness clubs,
but none could compete with the “J,” where
I got to know so many people and had
so many positive experiences. It’s even
provided me with lots of stories for this
column. I had the opportunity to be involved
with the BBYO basketball program in the
late ‘70s and participated in many of the
excellent learning activities, as did my
wife, who is a graduate of the Melton
School of Adult Jewish Learning. I still look
forward to attending some of the Edgewise
programs, as well as excellent enrichment

activities, such as the Book Festival of the
MJCCA, Jewish Film Festival, and theater
performances. I’ve always been impressed
by the variety of activities. There is
something for everyone.
I’ve observed many CEOs, director of
various programs, staff members, and board
members over the years. They’ve provided
the leadership and expertise in developing
a JCC that is a shining example for others
around the country.
Our children benefitted from the
excellent BBYO programs, summer camps,
and Maccabi Games. Sunday afternoons
during the summer were spent swimming
and picnicking at Zaban Park, and the 4th
of July picnics included the Gruenhut,
Hamburger, Weiner, Sobel, and Rice
families.
The connection continues for me, as the
Alta Cocker Softball game and Basketball
Bunch at Lunch provide opportunities to see
and reminisce with old friends. I think about
50 years of positive experiences and know
that the “J” will always be a place for me to
exercise, refresh, and be welcome.
DO SPORTING EVENTS HAVE ETHICAL
VALUE? The High Holidays are here, and
it’s a time for all Jews to ask G-d to forgive
our sins and provide us an opportunity to be
better people in the coming year. It’s a time
for self-evaluation and reflection. Since I
write a column regarding sports, I thought it
would be interesting to examine the nature
of sports in regard to the Jewish religion. I
got this idea recently, when I came across
an article Marvin Botnick sent me 11 years
ago.
The article was written by Rabbi Dr.
Asher Meir in the Jewish Ethicist, number
213: “Do Sporting Events Have Ethical
Value?” Following are some of Rabbi
Meir’s opinions.
He acknowledged that watching sports
can have value. The critical distinction is the
purpose of the activity. The main purpose
of the sports teams at his yeshiva was not
entertainment, but rather for the students
to develop their bodies and have an outlet
for their energies. Watching sporting events
can also be of value for people who play
that particular sport, since this teaches them
about the game and inspires them to greater
achievement.
Many rabbis and leading Torah
educators use sports as a model for rigorous
devotion to self-improvement within an
ethical framework. Rav Aaron Lichtenstein,
a Jewish scholar, even used legendary
basketball forward Larry Bird as an
example: “He’s always the first one to arrive
at practice and the last one to leave and
not because he needs it.” (I am certain that
Larry Bird would be surprised to know that
his dedication was considered exemplary by
an eminent Jewish authority.)
Sporting events in our society have
become an obsession. At times, we become
fanatic about our teams and the importance
of winning at all costs. Even so, a measured

Jerry Schwartz and the Knesset-K scrapbook
interest in sporting events—to appreciate
them and encourage athletes’ teamwork,
sportsmanship, and self-improvement
efforts—can be one tool to inspire us to
develop our own bodies and spirits. Thank
you, Marvin, for this interesting article,
which holds as true today as it did when you

gave it to me many years ago.
I hope this coming year is one of good
health and happiness for you and those you
love.
And until next time, drive for the bucket
and score.

Atlantans vault to success
Almost all of the U.S. Olympic
track & field athletes got their start
in youth track & field, when they
travelled across the nation and dreamed
of standing atop the USATF JO (USA
Track & Field Junior Olympics)
podium as All-Americans.
This year, the Atlanta Jewish
community saw three athletes—Becky
Arbiv (Weber), Ariel Arbiv (Weber),
and Rachel Sinclair (Dunwoody)—
qualify in the pole vault for the USATF
JO meet, in Sacramento, California.
Becky and Ariel were not only able
to attend and compete, but they stood
atop the podium, too.
Representing Pole Vault Atlanta
with their coach, Davis Academy
teacher and coach Matthew Barry,
Becky and Ariel competed at
nationals, where they placed 3rd and
6th, respectively, in their age groups.
Becky, a senior at Weber, officially has
the second highest all-time jump in
the state, at 13’5.5”. Ariel, the top 9thgrader in the state, was not far behind,
at 11’8.5”.
They were also the GISA state
champion and runner-up, respectively.
They have their eyes set on another
1-2 finish this year at the state meet
and hope not only to make the podium
but also to win their age groups next
year in Lawrence, Kansas, at the 2017
USATF JO meet.

Becky Arbiv and Coach Matthew
Barry

Ariel Arbiv, far right
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MJCCA News
PROLOGUE TO THE BOOK FESTIVAL.
The Marcus Jewish Community Center of
Atlanta is presenting several Prologue to
the Book Festival of the MJCCA events, in
September. These events will be held at the
MJCCA, 5342 Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody.
Books will be available for purchase from
the festival’s official bookseller, A Cappella
Books.
On Thursday, September 22, at 7:30
p.m., Carl Hiaasen, New York Times
bestselling author
of Bad Monkey,
Star Island, and
Hoot, will discuss
his latest fulltilt, razor-sharp,
comic
novel,
Razor Girl. With
a premise that can
only be described
as classic Hiaasen,
Razor Girl tells
Carl Hiaasen
the story of Merry
(Photo:
Mansfield, a crash
Tim Chapman)
scam artist. When
she bashes Lane
Coolman’s
car
from behind on
the road to the
Florida Keys, it
sets off a chain of
events that spiral
crazily out of
control.
On Sunday,
September
25,
at 7:30 p.m.,
Kristin Hannah
will discuss The
Nightingale,
in
conversation
with
former
Atlanta JournalConstitution book
columnist Greg
Changnon. With
courage,
grace,
and
powerful
insight, Hannah
captures
the
Kristin Hannah
epic
panorama
(Photo:
of WWII and
Charles Bush)
illuminates
an
intimate
part of history
seldom seen: the
women’s war. A
No.1 New York
Times bestseller
and named by
Amazon.com
as one of the
five best books
of 2015, The
Nightingale tells
the stories of two
sisters, separated by years and experience,
each embarking on her own dangerous
path toward survival, love, and freedom in

Germany-occupied France.
Tickets for these events are $10-15, and
can be purchased by calling 678-812-4005
or visiting atlantajcc.org/bookfestival.
ARTS AND
CULTURE
SEASON
CONTINUES. The Marcus Jewish
Community Center of Atlanta’s 2016-2017
Arts & Culture season includes offerings for
audiences of all ages, with most programs
taking place at the MJCCA, 5342 Tilly Mill
Road, Dunwoody. For more information
or to purchase tickets, visit atlantajcc.org/
boxoffice, or call at 678-812-4002.
Programs are suitable for all ages,
unless otherwise recommended, and take
place at the Morris & Rae Frank Theatre,
unless otherwise indicated.
Programs include:
Music: Matisyahu, (two nights, two
venues) January 7,
2017, 8:00 p.m.,
at the MJCCA
and January 8,
8:00 p.m., at City
Winery,
Ponce
City Market, $45$65 and $100 VIP,
includes meet and
greet; and Daniel
Zamir, February
Matisyahu
19, 2017, 7:00
p.m., $15-$25.
Literary: 25th Edition of The Book
Festival of the MJCCA, November 5–20,
tickets go on sale September 1.
Family Theatre: From Head to Toe,
presented by Alliance Theatre for the
Very Young in conjunction with The High
Museum of Art exhibition in the Morris
& Rae Frank Theatre, October 30, 10:30
a.m., 12:00 noon, and 4:00 p.m.; $8-$14
(ideal for children ages one to five years);
Dinosaur, presented by Alliance Theatre
for the Very Young, and a one-of-a-kind
collaboration with the Fernbank Museum of
Natural History, April 2, 2017, 10:30 a.m.,
12:00 noon, and 4:00 p.m., $8-$14 (ideal
for children six months to five years); A
Brown Bear, A Caterpillar, And A Moon:
Treasured Stories by Eric Carle (presented
by Mermaid Theater), April 16, 2017, 11:00
a.m. and 2:00 p.m., $10-$18 (ideal for
children three to five years).

From Head to Toe (photo: Greg
Mooney)

Theatre: LABA: Birds Sing A Pretty
Song, developed by the 14th Street Y,
February, 2017, various times and locations,

free and open to the community. LABA
is a cutting-edge laboratory for Jewish
culture, creating new art inspired by classic
Jewish texts. Select directors, designers,
musicians, painters, actors, and dancers
will be in residence at the MJCCA for a
two-week creation period to develop Birds
Sing a Pretty Song, a program layering
dance, interactive media, live music, and
film.
Youth
Ensemble
Theatre
Productions: Xanadu Jr.; Guys and
Dolls JR.; Beauty and the Beast Kids; and
School House Rock Live! Jr.
Spotlight: Kalaidescope: A Musical
Review, February 5, 2017, 1:00 p.m. and
5:00 p.m. and Show us Your Shorts: A
Festival of New Plays, April 23, 2017,
1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. Spotlight is a yearround, audition-based theatre company
for adults with special needs.
Jerry’s Habima Theatre: The
Wizard of Oz, March 6–19, 2017. Jerry’s
Habima Theatre is Georgia’s only
theatrical company directed and produced
by professionals, featuring actors with
special needs.
HELPING TEENS BECOME ADULTS.
In October, the MJCCA will offer two
courses for metro Atlanta teens, at Zaban
Park.
#Adulting: Life Skills for the Real
World (grades 8-10), teaches life-building
skills, including managing a budget,
responding to an emergency, protecting
one’s identity online, and preparing a
meal. The course takes place Wednesdays,
October 5, 19, and 26, and November 2,
from 7:15 p.m.-8:45 p.m.
Instructors include Elaine Rosenblum,
renowned attorney, principal of ProForm
U, and interpersonal/interviewing skills
expert; Sandy Springs Police Department’s
Jeff Brown; Chef Howard Schreiber; and
an executive from BB&T.
The cost is $65 for non-members and
$50 for MJCCA members.
Computer Game Design (grades
8-11), takes place Thursdays, October
13, 20, and 27, from 6:45 p.m.-8:45 p.m.
Taught by an expert from the New York
Code + Design Academy, it will cover
the fundamentals of game design and
programming, including how to build
code with HTML, CSS, and JavaScript.
Upon completing the course, teens have
the option of publishing their work on
the Internet, for friends and family to
appreciate.
The cost is $80 for non-members and
$60 for MJCCA members.
For more information on these
courses, contact Paige Godfrey, at 678812-4082, or email paige.godfrey@
atlantajcc.org. To register, visit atlantajcc.
org.
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM. For
those who desire to explore the essence of
Jewish living or are interested in converting
to Judaism, The Lisa F. Brill Institute for
Jewish Learning at the MJCCA offers a
comprehensive course called “Derech
Torah: An Introduction to Judaism.” Open
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to people of all faiths, this 19-session class
runs through Sunday, January 29, 2017, at
MJCCA’s Zaban Park.
“This
course
is
provocative,
challenging, and stimulating,” says
Rabbi Brian Glusman, MJCCA director
of outreach and community engagement,
who is the instructor. “It is taught from a
pluralistic approach, and encourages class
discussions and activities, without the
pressure of homework or exams.”
The Atlanta Rabbinic Association
endorses this class for those considering
conversion to Judaism. For more
information, or to register, contact Dr.
Shelley Buxbaum by e-mail at shelley.
buxbaum@atlantajcc.org or call 678-8124152.
ADULT JEWISH LEARNING AT ITS
FINEST. Where in Atlanta can you find
an inspiring world-class curriculum,
taught by renowned scholars, rabbis,
and educators, without the pressure of
exams or time-consuming homework?
At the MJCCA’s Florence Melton School
of Adult Jewish Learning. Melton is
recognized as the largest pluralistic adult
Jewish education network in the world,
and the MJCCA’s Melton School is one of
the largest and most highly regarded in the
network.
Melton classes include a meaningful
exploration of Jewish history, law,
language, practices, traditions, and ideas,
through study and group discussion.
Earlier this year, Dr. Shelley
Buxbaum, director of the MJCCA’s Lisa F.
Brill Institute for Jewish Learning and the
Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish
Learning, was honored for outstanding
leadership at the 21st Annual International
Directors Conference, for the Florence
Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning,
in San Diego. This is the fourth time
she has been honored by the Melton
organization.
Founded by Florence Zacks Melton
in 1980, with the vision of impacting
the destiny of the Jewish people through
transformative learning, the Melton
School has more than 30,000 graduates
worldwide. With 50 locations in North
America, Great Britain, Australia, South
Africa, New Zealand, and Hong Kong, the
Melton School sets the standard for highquality, text-based, interactive Jewish
study.
For more information, or to register,
contact Dr. Shelley Buxbaum by e-mail at
shelley.buxbaum@atlantajcc.org or call
678-812-4152.
NEW FIELDS. The Arthur M. Blank
Family Sports Complex was the place
to be on August 28, when hundreds
celebrated the kick-off of MJCCA’s 2016
Fall Youth Sports program. Soccer and
flag football participants kicked it up a
notch as they practiced to music provided
by Vibe Entertainment. Amidst bright
sunshine and temperatures hovering in
the 90s, many guests lined up at the Kona
Ice Truck, while others enjoyed games
provided by the Atlanta Hawks, as well as
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A happy
crowd enjoys
the new
fields.

eight gold, 10 silver, and four bronze.
MJCCA delegation heads included
Libby Hertz, Jacob Sabel, and Jack
Vangrofsky, in Columbus; and Stacie
Graff, Art Seiden, and Phil Kahn, in St.
Louis.
The JCC Maccabi Games also has
a community service component, JCC
Cares, in which athletes give back to
the host community. In Columbus, they
entertained senior citizens and played with
athletes in a Special Olympics program. In
St. Louis, they packed more than 150,000
meals for the St. Louis Foodbank.
BBYO KICKOFF. The Atlanta Council
BBYO hosts a kickoff event at the start
of each school year, and this year it was

Girls Soccer
team took the
gold medal
in Columbus.
(Photos
courtesy of
Libby Hertz
and Stacie
Graff)

Boys Baseball
team won a
silver medal
in St. Louis,
beating
the rain, a
shift in the
tournament
schedule,
and tough
competition.
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a fun festival of color. Open to all Jewish
high school teens in the metro Atlanta
area, the BBYO Color Me Kickoff took
place at the MJCCA, on August 7. Back by
popular demand, this event is a nod to the
famous Color Runs, in which participants
are intermittently doused in different color
powders.
More than 260 teens, grades 9-12,
enjoyed an afternoon filled with music, lawn
games, three color stops, and the Waffle
House catering truck, at MJCCA’s Zaban
Park campus.
For more information on BBYO in
Atlanta, visit atlantajcc.org/bbyo, e-mail
bbyo@atlantajcc.org, or call 678-812-3970.

Smiling faces and kaleidoscopic colors adorn participants at MJCCA’s BBYO
Color Me Kickoff. (Photos courtesy of Stacie Graff and Ben Engelman)

U-14 Boys
Basketball
players pack
meals for
the St. Louis
Foodbank.

canoe, kayak, and bumper boat rides on
RB Lake.
An extensive overhaul of the athletic
fields was recently completed, as part of
the agency’s Framework for the Future
capital campaign.
MACCABI GAMES. MJCCA’s Team
Atlanta returned victorious from the 2016
JCC Maccabi Games, held recently in St.
Louis, Missouri, July 31-August 5, and
Columbus, Ohio, July 24-29.

Participating with delegations from
around the world, the Atlanta delegation
boasted 115 athletes, ages 13-16, and 26
coaches/delegation heads: 46 athletes and
10 coaches/delegation heads in Columbus
and 69 athletes and 16 coaches/delegation
heads in St. Louis.
Team Atlanta participated in girls’
soccer and basketball; boys’ soccer,
basketball, baseball, and flag football;
and individual events, such as dance and
tennis. Team Atlanta’s 22 medals included

More than 260 teens celebrated the start of BBYO’s 2016-2017 year at MJCCA.
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MedShare has expanded disaster response
BY Leon
Socol
Six years ago, I toured the Decatur
facilities of MedShare, a non-profit,
international humanitarian organization
that provides free medical supplies and
equipment to foreign and domestic health
centers. The organization was founded by
two business executives, A.B. Short and
Bob Freeman, who had the idea of gathering
used and discarded medical equipment and
supplies from sources such as hospitals,
clinics, and doctors’ offices. They would
recondition the items and ship them to poor
countries that had few medical facilities.
The initial items collected were medicine
bottles, which were cleaned and sanitized
for reuse.
I remember the warehouse, previously
the home of a bottling plant, which had
storage space and a few offices. MedShare
had about 30 employees and depended
heavily on volunteers to process and package
the various items. I was escorted on the plant

tour by Bob Freeman, who introduced me to
Moctar Bayor, one of the warehousemen.
Formerly a medical doctor in an African
country, he fled a rebel uprising and came to
the United States with his family.
Bayor didn’t have a license to practice
medicine in the United States and ended up
at the warehouse of MedShare. Mr. Freeman
told me that he was one of their most
valuable employees because of his medical
background and fluency in five different
languages.
Six years later, I wondered what had
happened to and what had changed at the
Decatur headquarters. I contacted Bob
Freeman at his home, and he invited me
over and gave me a complete update on the
company and how it had progressed. Present
at the meeting was Angie Fife, an executive
with the company, who took me on a tour
of the plant that I had visited years before.
I didn’t recognize it; it was modernized
and had nice offices. Equipment bins were
labeled with both photos and names of their
contents, making it easy for employees to
locate items.
One of the most interesting areas was
the technical and refurbishing department.
After MedShare runs medical devices

through this department, they are like
new and thoroughly tested to ensure that
they operate properly. In some cases, the
medical devices have to be rewired to work
in the countries that receive them. The
department also provides operation manuals
for the devices in the native language of the
destination country.
MedShare ships medical equipment
and supplies to more than 29 countries
around the globe. In addition, I learned
that they have sent 553 medical missions to
these countries. They also provide in-house
biomedical equipment training in the plant,
as well as on site. Through this program
alone, 1,500 engineers, technicians, nurses,
and healthcare professionals in 28 countries
have received 2,500 pieces of significant
equipment, with a value of $19 million.
It is amazing that MedShare is so
diversified in medical services. One area
it deals with is maternal and child health.
Angie Fife told me one of the most popular
items is the clean birthing kit, which
provides supplies to combat infections,
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thus saving thousands of newborn babies.
She also said MedShare actively works in
the field of infectious disease control and
prevention.
Angie Fife said one of MedShare’s
biggest endeavors is disaster response. It
is striving to speed up the response for aid
in floods, tornadoes, and other disasters.
MedShare is seeking more container vehicles
to meet this demand for quicker response.
The company has also grown, with facilities
in San Francisco and Secaucus, New Jersey.
Angie said MedShare could not succeed
without hundreds of volunteers from all
walks of life, including school children
and members of organizations. I observed
children as young as nine years old, working
like pros to fill cartons with lifesaving
supplies. In the past year, volunteers have
chalked up 59,499 hours of service.
As my tour was completed, I inquired
if the warehouseman Moctar Bayor, was
still employed. Angie took me to see him
and explained that he was now warehouse
superintendent, with expanded duties of
training new volunteers and seeing that
orders were properly filled and shipped
on time. As always, he had a big smile
on his face and told me about his family,
including his now grown and thoroughly
Americanized children.
When I left the MedShare facility, I was
really impressed by what this company has
accomplished. If you would like to visit the
Decatur plant or volunteer your services,
give them a call at 770-323-858, and help
them care, share, and prepare.
Charity Navigator, the nation’s largest
and most-utilized evaluator of charities,
ranked MedShare number one out of 53
international charities it evaluated. Need I
say more?

Volunteers packing supplies

Angie Fife (right) shows Leon Socol how order items are
picked.

New baby kit with materials to ensure
baby is protected from infections
Large medical devices on loading
dock, wrapped for shipment

Moctar Bayor and Leon Socol
Technician checking medical device
before shipping; note the baby
incubators in background.
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Henry Schein provides seed funding to
MedShare’s Disaster Relief Program Fund
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Hadassah
From page 20

MedShare celebrates a shipment of medical supplies and equipment to disaster-affected areas worldwide
Henry Schein, Inc., the world’s
largest provider of health care products
and services to office-based dental,
animal health, and medical practitioners,
is the first corporate sponsor of Atlantabased MedShare’s newly created
Disaster Relief Program Fund. The
fund will provide MedShare with the
funding needed to send 40-foot container
shipments of supplies to disaster-affected
areas immediately, instead of waiting
to raise funds in the wake of a specific
disaster.
MedShare is a humanitarian aid
organization dedicated to improving
quality of life for people and the
environment through the recovery and
redistribution of surplus medical supplies
and equipment to health care facilities in
the developing world. MedShare’s Chief
Executive Officer and President Charles
Redding announced the creation of the
Disaster Relief Program Fund and Henry
Schein’s $25,000 donation at a ceremony
commemorating their organizations’
10-year partnership. The fund will
enable MedShare to quickly deliver lifesaving medical supplies and biomedical
equipment, to be deployed immediately in
response to future disasters or pandemic
events.
“The quick actions of first responders
can mean the difference between life and
death in the wake of a natural disaster or
during a pandemic event, and this new
Disaster Relief Fund will allow MedShare
to more rapidly provide medical supplies
and equipment to health care providers
working in disaster-affected areas,”
said Henry Schein Chairman and CEO
Stanley Bergman. “We at Henry Schein
are proud to be the Fund’s first corporate
donor, and we encourage our fellow
corporate citizens to consider the impact

Avi has created a tree for every
season.

Stan
Bergman,
Henry
Schein
chairman of the board and CEO; and
Charles Redding, MedShare CEO
and president
a donation to MedShare’s Disaster Relief
Fund will have on relief efforts throughout
the world.”
Henry Schein’s sponsorship of the
Disaster Relief Fund is an example of the
company’s commitment to the planning,
coordination, and shipping of vital health
care supplies in response to disasters around
the world. Together with non-government
organizations, Henry Schein donates medical
and dental supplies to disaster-affected areas,
monitors a disaster-relief hotline 24 hours a
day, and establishes relief funds.
“At MedShare, we are uniquely
positioned to support health care providers in
the immediate aftermath of a natural disaster
and to partner with in-country hospitals and
clinics during times of crisis,” Mr. Redding
said. “With the Disaster Relief Fund, we
will be able to proactively respond with
disaster relief instead of waiting for funds
to be raised, allowing us to provide support
far more rapidly. We thank Henry Schein for
being the Fund’s first corporate supporter,
and we look forward to continuing our longstanding partnership with the company for
many years to come.”
Since its first donation to MedShare in
2006, Henry Schein has provided more than

Steve Kess, Henry Schein VP of
Global Professional Relations;
Marion Bergman; Dr. Louis Sullivan;
Stan Bergman, Henry Schein
chairman of the board and CEO
Susana’s pillow is almost ready for
reclining at the Seder.

Charlie Evans, MedShare board
chair; Angie Fife, MedShare board
vice chair; Charles Redding,
MedShare CEO and president; Dr.
Louis Sullivan; and Stan Bergman,
Henry Schein chairman of the board
and CEO
437,000 pounds of medical supplies,
worth approximately $6 million, to
support the organization’s work with
more than 500 health agencies in 84
countries, including the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Ecuador, Ethiopia,
Ghana, Guatemala, Haiti, Kenya,
Nicaragua, Nigeria, and Tanzania. Each
donation is an initiative of Henry Schein
Cares, the Company’s global corporate
social responsibility program.
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www.BenniesShoes.com

OFF ANY
PURCHASE

OVER $50!!!

EXPIRES04/01/16
09/05/16
10/31/16
Expires
EXPIRES
07/03/16
Excludes Shoe Repair

Sperry • Sebago • Timberland
Merrell • J&M • Ecco • Florsheim
Clarks • Ugg • Cole-Haan • Bass
Allen Edmonds • New Balance
Cole-Haan • Allen Edmonds
Sizes 6-16 A-EEEE

404.262.1966 • 2625 Piedmont Rd. • Buckhead
Mon-Sat 8-6 Sun 12-5

JNF’S 3 ANNUAL
RD

ISRAEL PHOTO CONTEST

Join in showcasing and promoting the land and people of Israel!

All Entrants Win!

Enter by October 31, 2016 into one of the following categories:
Landscape • People • Modern Israel • Historical Israel • Photographers Under 25
Submit your entry to megamail.jnf.org/filedrop/photocontest
Prizes:
• Grand Prize - 24x36 Canvas Print ($225 Value)
• 5x7 professionally printed photo for all entries
• Select photos published in local newspapers
• Winners and runners up chosen in each category
Contest Rules:

Include name, address, phone number, and age if you are
under 25 with your entry and submit at megamail.jnf.org/
filedrop/photocontest. Submit the largest size and highest
resolution photo possible. Only submit photos that you have
taken. Any photos submitted remain the property of the
original creator. Max of four entries per person. Must be a
Georgia resident to enter.

Sponsored by:
The Atlanta Jewish Times • Chuck Wolf’s PhotoDesignBar,
Consulate General of Israel to the Southeast • Hillels of Georgia,
Israel Ministry of Tourism • The Jewish Georgian

800.JNF.0099 • jnf.org
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www.mynertamid.org

Please join us for

HIGH HOLY DAY
SERVICES

Rosh Hashanah: October 2-3
Yom Kippur: October 11-12
OCTOBER 2 • 7:00 pm: Erev Rosh Hashanah Service, oneg
OCTOBER 3 • 10:00 am: Rosh Hashanah Service
OCTOBER 9 • 1:30 pm: Tashlik Service Casting Oﬀ
Chatahooche NRA, Paces Mill, no ticket required
OCTOBER 11 • 8:00 pm: Kol Nidre, Rachel Halverson, cello
OCTOBER 12 • 10:00 am: Shacharit Morning Service
2:30 pm: Discussion, led by Rabbi Prass
4:30 pm: Yizkor Memorial Service
5:00 pm: Ne'ilah Closing Service
6:15: Havdalah and Break Fast Dinner, no ticket required
Services will be led by Rabbi Joseph Prass, our new spiritual leader.
Tickets are $72 for non-members and can be purchased at
www.mynertamid.org. Child care is available at most services.
E-mail highholydays@mynertamid.org for information.

Free tickets with all new memberships!
EDUCATION
Religious School: Pre K through Conﬁrmation
Partners in Education with ISJL • Adult Education
Hebrew Classes for Youth and Adults • B'nei Mitzvah Training
ONGOING & UPCOMING PROGRAMS
Dinner Club • Book Club • Mavens Group (55+)
CNT Shopping Extravaganza • Men's Club
Women’s Group • Youth Group • Socail Action Programs
Hannukah Candle Lighting on the Marietta Square

678-264-8575

1349 Old Highway 41, Suite 220
Marietta, GA30060
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Wishing Our Friends & Customers
a Healthy & Happy New Year
Rosh Hashanah

Break The Fast

SOUP
Matzo Ball • Chicken Noodle
Mushroom Barley • Extra Matzo Balls

SOUP
Matzo Ball • Chicken Noodle
Mushroom Barley • Extra Matzo Balls

APPETIZERS
Meat Pierogies • Reuben Eggrolls
Chopped Herring • Chopped Chicken Liver
Gefilte Fish • Stuffed Cabbage Rolls

APPETIZERS
Herring in Wine • Creamed Herring
Chopped Herring White Fish • Gefilte Fish
Chopped Chicken Liver

ENTREES
Goldbergs Famous Brisket • Bubbe’s Roasted Chicken Quarters
Honey Roasted Turkey Breast • 2 Stuffed Cabbage Rolls

SALADS
Relish Tray • Coleslaw • Cream Pasta Salad
Redskin Potato Salad • Egg Salad
Tuna Salad • Cucumber-Tomato Marinade

SIDE DISHES
Sweet Potato Soufflé • Yukon Gold Mashed Potatoes
Roasted Redskin Potatoes • Roasted Vegetable Assortment
Rice Pilaf • Brussels Sprouts • Squash Casserole
KUGELS
Goldbergs Sweet Noodle Kugel • Spinach Mushroom Kugel
DESSERT
Seasonal Fruit & Berries • Honey Cake
Rugelach Assortment • Chocolate Babka
CHALLAH
Plain Round • Raisin Round • Decorated Round
(One size only - 2lb)

SMOKED FISH
Nova • Salty Lox • Sable • Kippered Salmon
White Fish Sturgeon • Stuffed White Fish
Whole White Fish
DAIRY ENTREES
Potato Latkes with Sour Cream or Apple Sauce
Blintzes with Sour Cream • Sweet Noodle Kugel
DESSERT
Seasonal Fruit & Berries • Honey Cake
Rugelach Assortment • Chocolate Babka
CHALLAH
Plain Round • Raisin Round • Decorated Round

FINE FOODS
FOR ORDERS & INFORMATION CONTACT: HOWARD AARON (404) 256-3751 CATERING@GOLDBERGBAGEL.COM

ALPHARETTA - 770-663-8555
3180 Avalon Blvd
Alpharetta, GA 30009

BUCKHEAD - 404-256-3751
4383 Roswell Rd
Atlanta, GA 30342

DUNWOODY - 770-455-1119
4520 Chamblee Dunwoody Rd
Atlanta, GA 30338

TOCO HILLS - 404-329-5000
3003 N. Druid Hills Rd
Atlanta, GA 30329

EAST COBB - 770-578-3771

signa
brews
1062 ture
Johnson Ferry
Rd, NE

FINE FOODS

Marietta, GA 30068

www.GoldbergBagel.com

WEST PACES - 404-266-0123
1272 West Paces Ferry Rd, NE
Atlanta, GA 30327
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Peter Bergen
(Photo: Jeremy
Freeman, CNN)

Daniel Gordis

O

Andy Cohen

Shep Gordon
(Photo: Jesse
Dittmar)

Alice Hoffman
(Photo: Deborah
Feingold)

ne of Atlanta’s most anticipated cultural events,
the 25th Edition of the Book Festival of the
Marcus Jewish Community Center (MJCCA),
bringing the best in cultural arts and literary
voices to Atlanta, takes place November 5-20.
Each year, the Book Festival’s exceptional repertoire has
something to offer all book lovers. More than 13,000 visitors
come together to listen to, meet, and engage with their favorite
local, national, and international authors.
“Whether you are an artist or musician; a scholar or
historian; a reader of mystery, humor, or fiction, this Book

Carson Kressley
(Photo: Rainer
Hosch)

Kenny Loggins
(Photo: Stephen
Morales)

Yael Dayan

Jonathan
Safran Foer

Jeffrey Toobin

Henry Winkler

Festival has something for you,” said Deborah Jacobs, Book
Festival co-chair. “The 25th Edition offers a range of new
programs: a live musical concert, a cultural Jewish food
tasting, ‘In Conversation’ interviews between authors and
local journalists, and various book club programs.”
“For 16 days, we invite people from across the Southeast
to meet these renowned authors,” added Dee Kline, Book
Festival co-chair. “Book lovers can’t wait for this year’s
lineup of unique events, featuring everything from comedy
See MJCCA BOOK FESTIVAL, page 33

Deborah Jacobs and Dee Kline, Book
Festival co-chairs
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KATZ FAMILY

L’Shanah
Tovah
From Our AJA Family To Yours:
Wishing You A Sweet, Healthy,
and Happy New Year - 5777

WE TAKE CARE OF EVERYTHING
7 Convenient Locations

920 Northside Dr. NW
(Across From GA Tech.)
Atlanta, GA
404-876-5879

2730 Town Center Dr. NW
(Across From Town Center Mall)
Kennesaw, GA
770-425-5300
1764 Cobb Parkway S
(North of Windy Hill Rd.)
Marietta, GA
770-952-0151

OIL CHANGE

$21 99

224 N. Main
(Corner of Mayfield)
Alpharetta, GA
678-689-2139

463 Glynn St. N
(Hudson Plaza)
Fayetteville, GA
770-461-7731
1105 Johnson Ferry Rd
(2 Miles South of Merchant Walk)
Marietta, GA
770-509-1838

• Up to 6 qts 5w20/30 Conventional Oil
• Tire Rotation
• In-Stock Oil Filter
• Courtesy Check w/ visual brake check

OR $20 OFF Any Service

Not valid with other oﬀers. Excludes tires Valid at above locations. Expires 10/31/2016

(jg-cap)

820 Holcomb Bridge Rd
(East of Alpharetta Hwy.)
Roswell, GA
770-998-2974

Atlanta’s Only
Infant - 12th Grade Jewish Day School
Reimagine AJA

BROADWAY’S DEFINITIVE TONY®-WINNING MASTERPIECE

www.atljewishacademy.org

3-SHOW MINI
PACKAGES ON
SALE NOW!

DIVINELY, DANGEROUSLY

DECADENT.”
BEN BRANTLEY

ON SALE NOW!
NOVEMBER 1-6

FoxTheatre.org/Cabaret • 855-285-8499

BLOCKBUSTER HITS

Andrea Goss and the 2016 national touring cast of Roundabout Theatre Company’s CABARET. Photo by Joan Marcus

FAMILY SERIES

BroadwayInAtlanta.com
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May the New Year Be as Sweet
as Your Bubbie’s Apple Strudel

Page 31

PJ Library’s Book it to Shabbat is
our Jewish magic kingdom!
- Leah & Mike Stinson, PJ Library Parents

When you’re the daughter of a rabbi, falling in love and
marrying a Gentile isn’t exactly in the script.
It called for some big conversations, and I’m very lucky that Mike
enthusiastically converted to Judaism and that together we’ve built a
Jewish family life. Before having kids, we were active in the MJCCA’s
young adult group, and we knew we’d send them to Gesher L’Torah’s
preschool, but I wondered, how would we both transmit to them the
Jewish values and traditions that were still new to Mike?
Somewhere along the way I heard about PJ Library, where every
month your child receives a free Jewish book or CD. Each book comes
with notes about how to share the story with your child, plus activities
related to the story. It means the world to me that Mike is sharing PJ
Library with our three girls.

JewishHomeLife.org 404.351.8410

Berman Commons
The Cohen Home
The One Group
The Zaban Tower
Weinstein Hospice
Meyer Balser NORC
Aviv Rehabilitation Center
The William Breman Jewish Home

Atlanta Born ~ Atlanta Owned ~ Atlanta Managed

Funeral and Cemetery Pre-planning
It’s easy: Over the phone, online, in person
It’s safe: Pre-payments are 100% escrowed in an account
you own
It’s responsible: Simplifies arrangements, removes burden
from family, and fixes most funeral costs
WE HONOR ANY PRE-PAID FUNERAL
FROM ANY OTHER FUNERAL HOME

770.451.4999

It fills me up to see Mike and
Maya, who’s now five, both
get excited when a PJ
Library book arrives. One of
their favorites is Dear Tree,
about the holiday Tu
B’Shvat, the Jewish New
Year of the Trees. Mike thinks
it’s incredible that there’s an
entire holiday devoted to
taking care of the earth and
thanking G-d for shade and
fruit. These values really
resonate with him.
Our non-Jewish friends are a little envious that Federation has this
program that helps kids feel great about their heritage. And they’re
totally blown away that PJ Library offers Book it to Shabbat — a
weekend retreat for families at Camp Ramah Darom. We’ve gone
twice with my parents, my sister, and our cousins. Our girls absolutely
love it. Mike and I have yet to take them to Disneyland, but honestly,
Book it to Shabbat is our Jewish magic kingdom!
PJ Library...another way Federation is strengthening our community.

SUPER SUNDAY | October 30 | Davis Academy
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www.JewishFuneralCare.com

CT
MPA
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SEPT. 6 - DEC. 15
David Boring

■

Michael Braswell

Licensed Funeral Directors

Edward Dressler

MAKE YOUR
IMPACT!

Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta provides
opportunities, care, connection, support and
strength for the Greater Atlanta Jewish
Community, for Israel, and for Jews globally. Our
vision is a thriving, inclusive Atlanta community,
with healthy organizations that engage every
generation to secure our Jewish future. We value
compassion, diversity, generosity, and commitment
to Jewish values and to our people worldwide.
JewishAtlanta.org

Page 32

THE JEWISH GEORGIAN

September-October 2016

AJA Upper School baseball team dedicated season to terror victim

The 2016 baseball season was an
exceptional year for Atlanta Jewish
Academy’s Upper School Jaguars, but it
wasn’t because of their win/loss record.
Their trip to the Columbus Baseball
Invitational, where they played with 10
other teams from Jewish day schools around
the country, was exceptional, too—but it
wasn’t because of the thrill of competition.
It was because of the deeper meaning
behind that particular baseball season. It was
because of a baseball player and fan who
could have been any player on any of those
teams, but wasn’t. It was because of the man
who was missing, Ezra Schwartz, z”l.
Ezra Schwartz, of blessed memory, was
an 18-year-old from Sharon, Massachusetts,
who was spending a gap year studying at
a yeshiva in Israel. With fellow students
from the yeshiva, he was delivering snacks
to hungry soldiers last fall, when a terrorist
opened fire on cars near Alon Shvut. Three
people were killed. Ezra was one of them,
and two and a half months into what should
have been the best year of his life, it was all
over.
Like many American Jewish parents,
Atlanta Jewish Academy Upper School’s
baseball coach, Dr. David Frankel, mourned
for Ezra. Ezra had gone to Israel to study
Torah for a year, as Frankel’s own children
had—and would again. Further, there were
strands connecting Ezra Schwartz to Atlanta
Jewish Academy. For example, one of Ezra
Schwartz’s best friends was an Atlanta
transplant
from
Massachusetts—Ezra
Weener, who graduated AJA in 2014. Jeff
Weener, director of operations for Camp
Yavneh, in New Hampshire, knew Ezra
Schwartz well, as his son’s friend and as a
Camp Yavneh camper and counselor. Steve
Strauss, Dr. Frankel’s fellow AJA Upper
School baseball coach, had sent his own
son Daniel (AJA ’14) to Ashreinu, the same
yeshiva that Ezra attended, just one year
earlier.
Along with the rest of the world, Dr.
Frankel learned about Ezra’s life in the days
after his murder, discovering that he had
been a fierce and devoted sports fan, and
that he particularly loved to play baseball. In
fact, days before his death, he had contacted
the IAB (Israel Association of Baseball)
to see about playing for a team in Israel.
Steve Strauss’ cousin, Haim Katz, had been
president of the IAB, and Steve had seen the
email.
“Steve said to me, ‘I think we should do
something to carry on Ezra’s legacy,’” Dr.
Frankel remembers.
The two contacted Jeff Weener and told
him they’d like to dedicate their upcoming
baseball season in Ezra Schwartz’s memory.
He was on his way to Boston and planned to
visit the Schwartz family; he reported back
that the family was happy to hear that Ezra’s
memory would be honored in this way.
Coach Frankel and Coach Strauss
added patches with Ezra’s number two to
the team uniforms. But as Ezra Schwartz’s
representatives, the players wanted to know
him, to get a feel for what he was about.

The entire team held a conference call with
the Schwartz family, and then another, the
second time on a road trip to a game. The
players had written out questions to ask:
“What kind of music did Ezra like? Why did
he choose Ashreinu for his year in Israel?
What was his affinity for the number two?
Where had he planned to attend college?”
They learned that in the case of most
sports, he stayed with the preferences of his
hometown as an avid Patriots and Bruins
fan. Baseball, however, was a different story.
Ezra followed the Yankees with his father, a
former New Yorker, and was an admirer of
Derek Jeter, who wore the number two.
“The students found it very interesting
that Ezra’s parents had questioned his desire
to go to Israel, because they hadn’t realized
that he was interested in serious Torah study,
but Ezra had persisted and was committed
to spending the year in study,” said Coach
Frankel. “I think they really related to that
story and to their own sometimes-hidden
depths of commitment.”
The boys told the Schwartz family
that they would continue to support Ezra’s
legacy after the season was over, to make
sure that he wasn’t forgotten.
“After the call ended, there was
silence,” said Coach Frankel. “They were
absorbing what they had learned.”
They had learned that Ezra was very
much like them, a regular kid, a boy who
loved sports, who built strong friendships,
who liked to clown around with his siblings.
Every member of the AJA baseball team
knew someone who had known him.
Before every game, team captain
Aharon Davidson delivered a short pep talk,
and the last thing he always said was, “Win
for Ezra, because we have the opportunities
that were taken away from him.”
“The boys played with purpose,”
said Coach Frankel. “They told me that
remembering Ezra made all the obstacles
seem small. When the Jaguars heard about
the baseball field being built in Israel in his
memory by the IAB, they were determined
to offer their support to keep it going.”
The culmination of the baseball season
for the AJA Jaguars was the Columbus
Baseball Invitational at Columbus Torah
Academy in Ohio. Eleven teams from
Jewish day schools around the country met
to compete and spend Shabbat together,
and the Jaguars were delighted to find that
Ezra had been remembered there, too. All
through the tournament, players would
notice the patch on the Jaguars’ uniforms
and ask about them. On Shabbat afternoon,
tournament organizers had arranged for the
players to be paired, to study a chapter of
Mishnah in Ezra’s memory. Afterwards,
the AJA Jaguars, represented by Aharon
Davidson, spoke about Ezra and explained
what they were doing to honor him.
“We were able to add a personal touch,”
explained Coach Frankel, “because we had
spoken to his family, we had learned a lot
about him, and we were happy to share his
story with the other players. Every student
there related to Ezra. He was passionate

The AJA Upper School Jaguars: (back, from left) Aden Shmuel, Moshe
Cohen, Greg Shapiro, Josh Italiaander, Dean Alkalay, and Coach Steve
Strauss; (middle) Coach David Frankel, Sam David, Sammy Frankel, Yehuda
Benschitrit, Nathan Posner, and Micah Frankel; and (front) Aharon Davidson
and Aharon Weiden. (Photo: Jodi Frankel, Sees the Image)

Coach David Frankel
(Photo: Rick Marcellino)

Jaguars team captain
Aharon Davidson takes
a swing. (Photo: Rick
Marcellino)

AJA
Jaguar
Aharon
Weiden throws a pitch,
with his patch in memory
of Ezra Schwartz visible
on his left arm. (Photo:
Rick Marcellino)

AJA Jaguar Yehuda
Benschitrit
warms
up.
(Photo:
Jodi
Frankel, Sees the
Image)

about baseball, and Ezra also played for his
high school team. He cared about the things
that are important to our students. The

AJA Jaguars team
captain
Aharon
Davidson, with the
patch
in
memory
of
Ezra
Schwartz
clearly visible on his
left arm (Photo: Rick
Marcellino)

AJA
Jaguar
Micah
Frankel pitches. (Photo:
Jodi Frankel, Sees the
Image)

majority of AJA graduates spend a gap year
in Israel, and Ezra knew what a significant
See AJA JAGUARS, page 33
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“Curating Your Family Story” exhibition opens at The Breman Museum
In January, The William Breman
Jewish Heritage Museum launched the pilot
program “Curating Your Family Story,”
which was the new version of “My Family
Story.” This flagship program of Beit
Hatfutsot, The Museum of Jewish People
in Tel Aviv, is an international educational
initiative that provides a yearlong
curriculum to Jewish youth. It culminates
in an artistic installation that illuminates
Jewish traditions, genealogy and history
through the exploration of each participant’s
own family story. Now in its 21st year, the
program annually draws more than 20,000
Jewish youth yearly from around the world.
By all accounts, The Breman Museum’s
incarnation of the program earlier this
year was a great success. The artwork they
produced will be showcased in a special
exhibition at The Breman, which will open
to the public with a community event on
September 18.
In Atlanta, the program started as a
coordinated effort among many enthusiastic
participants to reach a wide spectrum of
Jewish families. Over the course of four
months, a team of museum professionals and
artists helped young participants to actively
engage in exploring their own family stories
within the larger Jewish experience through
artwork, group activities, and research. To
encourage participation during this first year,
the Museum collaborated with Machanei
Shai, the Hebrew School at Congregation
Shearith Israel, and opened it to the wider
Jewish community in metro Atlanta. The
2017 season anticipates an even wider range

of participating families.
This year’s students were actively
involved in every session, crafting,
discussing, and sharing meaningful parts of
their own family histories, and discovering
new pieces of their own puzzle every step
of the way. “It was wonderful to see my
daughter get excited about this project
and get interested in her own family
history,” said the parent of one student.
Another parent explained how her child’s
participation in the program was an eyeopening opportunity for the whole family.
“I learned a lot about our family’s history
and how it shaped who we are today. It also
helped our family sees our place in greater
Jewish history and Diaspora. It caused us to
reach out to our distant relatives and even
plan a trip to Israel.”
The final installation at The Breman
Museum is a celebration of the hard work
and artistic efforts undertaken by this year’s
participating students. “The dedication
and curiosity these students poured into
their projects was reflected in the artwork
that came out as a result of their research
and creativity,” noted one of the educators
who worked on the project. Of the more
than 20 students who took part in the
program, most opted to create a work of
art to be submitted to the My Family Story
International Competition in Memory of
Manuel Hirsch Grosskopf. A panel of three
judges—an architect, a curator, and a visual
artist—selected two projects from The
Breman group to be sent to Beit Hatfutsot,
and local student Noa Rudisch placed in the

Rabbi Prass at
Congregation Ner Tamid
Rabbi Joseph Prass is the new
rabbi at Congregation Ner Tamid.
He graduated from the University of
Minnesota and the Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion
and was ordained in 1999.
Rabbi Prass has been both a
senior and associate rabbi, as well
as the regional director for NFTY
(National Federation of Temple
Youth). Presently, he is the Jewish
community engagement manager at
The Breman Jewish Heritage Museum,
responsible for bringing Holocaust
and Jewish education to synagogues,
organizations, and schools.
Rabbi Prass will maintain his
position at The Breman, while serving
as Congregation Ner Tamid’s rabbi.

Noa Rudisch (front, right) with Shula
Bahat (left), and Adina Rudisch (back,
center), Noa’s mother
top 40 international finalists. Her work was
featured in the awards ceremony in Tel Aviv,
which took place in early June of this year.
Museum Executive Director Aaron
Berger gave credit to the many members of

AJA Jaguars
From page 32

commitment that is.
“Ezra’s father told us that his high
school, The Maimonides School, retired
his number for everyone but his younger
siblings; this year, his brother made the
varsity team and will wear the number two,”
Coach Frankel continued. “He’ll carry on
Ezra’s legacy, and that’s what the Jaguars
will do here in Atlanta.”

MJCCA Book Festival
From page 29

and cooking, to health and Hollywood;
from terrorism and kidnapping, to Israel and
politics, and much more.”
Featured authors include Peter Bergen,
Andy Cohen, Yael Dayan, Jonathan Safran
Foer, Daniel Gordis, Shep Gordon, Alice
Hoffman, Carson Kressley, Kenny Loggins,
Jeffrey Toobin, Henry Winkler, and many
more. Local authors include Brian Curtis,
Zoe Fishman, Jesse Itzler, and Jeffrey
Selman.
Most events will be held at the Marcus
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta, 5342

Rabbi Joseph Prass

the community who helped make the pilot
program a success. “We owe the success of
this program to the dedication of CEO Shula
Bahat and Rabbi Hyman of Beit Hatfutsot,
along with the dedicated educators, students
and their parents,” he said. “We look
forward to showcasing the completed works
at the museum for all to see. We are also
grateful for the generous support provided
by the Covenant Foundation [which] made
this program possible in our community.”
The program concludes this year on
September 18 at 2 p.m. with the exhibition
opening at The Breman Museum. This
community-wide event showcases the
outstanding artwork created by the
“Curating Your Family Story” participants.
The event is free and open to the public and
will feature a fun collaborative art project for
families under the leadership of artist Karin
Mervis. The exhibition closes November 6,
2016.
The program will continue in 2017
and The Breman Museum has already been
contacted by a number of local synagogues
and organizations wishing to participate.
For more information, contact The Breman
Museum at info@thebreman.org or call
678-222-3700.

With the approval of Ezra’s family, the Israel
Association of Baseball recently decided to
dedicate a new baseball field in his memory.
This is a special way to show the world
that, despite the threats and attacks, life
in Israel will continue to thrive and kids
will play baseball to honor Ezra’s memory.
Funds are being raised in Israel and the
U.S., and the AJA Upper School baseball
team encourages people who want to help
to contribute through the JNF’s Project
Baseball (U.S. tax-deductible).
Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody. Tickets are now
on sale. To purchase tickets, call 678-8124005 or visit atlantajcc.org/bookfestival.
The Book Festival is proud to present
its Social Action Project—Project GIVE,
proudly supporting ORT Atlanta’s Annual
“ORT My School” project, in which young
Atlantans help refurbish a local Title I
school. ORT’s mission is to bring education
to disadvantaged students around the world.
This year, volunteers will help Atlanta’s
Dobbs Elementary School build a library.
Visitors are invited to bring books to the
Book Festival that are new or gently used,
secular, and appropriate for elementary
school students. A bin will be at the MJCCA
front desk from October 1-November 30,
2016.
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Thoughts after Europe
BY Janice Rothschild
Blumburg
My recent two weeks in central Europe
leave me overwhelmed by the perception
that so many people in the countries
I visited, Hungary and Germany, are
intensely interested in all things Jewish. It
wasn’t only the throngs of tourists that I saw
at synagogues and at the multiple memorials
to victims of the Holocaust. I perceived it
everywhere, from lunching with locals
crowded into a kosher-style restaurant,
run by non-Jews in the former ghetto
of Budapest, to meeting the non-Jewish
conveners and my mostly non-Jewish copresenters in the international conference on
American Jewish history in Potsdam, which
was the purpose of my travel.
I first visited Budapest, where the
huge Dohany synagogue (second in size
only to New York’s Temple Emanu-El)
encompasses a magnificent memorial
garden, as well as archives and a museum.
It was crowded with tourists. Impressive
as it was, however, the sight that most
affected me in that beautiful city was of
tourists viewing the display of shoes along
the edge of the Danube River. Pairs of all
types and all sizes, from toddlers’ firsts
to trekkers’ boots, are affixed a few feet
apart along a prominent stretch of the river
walk. A large plaque informs the public
that they commemorate those whom the
Nazis murdered by lining them up there, so
that when the firing squad shot them, their
bodies would fall directly into the river.
The steady line of viewers moved slowly,
quietly, aiming cameras and cell phones. I
saw several young people stretching out on
the pavement to get a straight-on frame of
the baby shoes.
There may have been Jews other than
my hostess and me among the tourists
that day, but if so I could not detect them.
There, as well as at the synagogue and other
memorials, the viewers appeared to be a
cross-section of Europeans, mostly young
adults eager to comprehend the horrors
witnessed and in many cases perpetrated
by their grandparents. In Hungary, their
memory of treatment by the Russians added
a dimension of resentment to the toxic blend
of national guilt and need to renew their
national pride.
In Berlin, I learned that Holocaust
memory is taught and maintained not only
by the nation’s overwhelming and still
growing number of visual reminders, but
more intensively by mandatory programs
in all public schools. After studying the
Holocaust on different levels as they
progress through the elementary grades,
German students are taken to at least one
concentration camp before leaving high
school. This has an enormous impact on

young people who knew their grandparents
as loving individuals and must come to
terms with the fact that those same warm,
embracing grandparents acceded to and
may even have carried out such unspeakable
crimes.
Much of my information came from
Thilo, a soft-spoken young engineer who
works globally, a Berliner who, due to his
father’s career, spent many of his childhood
years in Pennsylvania. He told me of his
family’s Catholic background, how his
grandfather, living in East Prussia, was
drafted into the army in WWII and sent to
the Russian front, where he was captured
and imprisoned. The family had no word of
him for six years, until one day, released, he
rang the doorbell. Years later, Thilo’s father,
as a grown man living in Berlin, visited the
town where he was born and, seeing how
close it was to Auschwitz, furiously accused
his mother of complicity in the crimes.
“You must have suspected something,” he
insisted. “Didn’t you see the trains? Didn’t
you wonder?”
Thilo concluded that his grandmother
really thought she saw nothing suspicious,
and his father finally believed her. The
wrenching emotions he described made me
aware of the trauma that beset his father’s
entire generation, born in the 1940s and
1950s. Their parents, wracked with guilt,
in most cases could not speak of it. When
the children, as adults, learned, the impact
was devastating. They reacted by doing all
in their power to make amends and ensure
their children would not repeat the past.
Thus, they instilled ongoing Holocaust
education and continue to build monuments.
As in Budapest, the memorials that
tugged greatest on my heart were small ones.
Important and impressive as the others are,
especially the imposing Jewish Museum
and the extensive outdoor Memorial to
the Murdered Jews of Europe, it was the
ubiquitous small “stumbling stones” that
spoke the strongest. These are brass plaques
covering individual cobblestones at the
entrances to buildings where Jews had
lived. Each gives the name and birth date
of one person, the date on which he or she
was taken, and the camp at which he or she
was murdered. On some doorsteps, there are
multiple stumbling stones, one for each of
the children as well as for their parents and
others of the household.
My participation in the Potsdam
conference made me realize yet another
dimension of interest in Jewish culture
among today’s Europeans. Entitled “ReFraming American Jewish History and
Thought: New Transnational Perspectives,”
it was sponsored by Potsdam University’s
School of Jewish Theology, in cooperation
with the Berlin Brandenburg Center for
Jewish Studies and supported by Germany’s
Federal Ministry of Education and Research.
None of its five organizers and very few
of us who presented on the program were
Jewish. Subjects ranged from aspects of the
American Jewish experience in the late 19th

Shoes on the Danube, Budapest

Shoes on the Danube Memorial
plaque

Stumbling Stones, Berlin

Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe, Berlin
century to interfaith dialogue, including
American Jewish involvement in Vatican II.
Highlights of the conference were the
introduction and summation by Rabbi Gary
Zola, executive director of the Jacob Rader
Marcus Center of the American Jewish
Archives, and the keynote address by Rabbi
Michael Meyer, Adolph Ochs Professor
of Jewish History Emeritus at the Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion

in Cincinnati. Both contributed greatly to
the discussions throughout the three days of
meeting.
Participants expressed high enthusiasm
and eagerness to continue the conference
on a regular basis. I hope they do, and I
even dare to look forward optimistically to
attending the next one. The entire experience
constituted a welcome change from the
worldview we see in the daily news.
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Davis Academy Class of 2017 names tzedakah charities
Every year, Davis Academy seventhgraders participate in a special program called
Project Impact, which serves to both teach
students about philanthropy and make actual
contributions to worthy organizations of their
choice.
Each year, in lieu of purchasing each
other’s children bar or bat mitzvah gifts,
7th-grade parents contribute to a fund that is
used by the students to create a philanthropic
organization with the purpose of giving
tzedakah to charities that they find worthy,
responsible, and inspiring. Historically, they
have selected one local, one national, and one
Israel organization each year.
It is only after studying Jewish teachings
on tzedakah and tikkun olam, debating
difficult questions about how to determine
which causes to support, learning how to vet
organizations to ensure that they are fiscally
and ethically responsible, and then advocating
for various organizations, that students finally
vote and make their allocations. While
the dollar amount fluctuates from year to
year, each selected organization typically
receives approximately $2,000. For some
organizations, particularly those in Israel,
these allocations are the largest they receive
in a calendar year. In some cases, they literally
keep the organizations alive.
In the spring, The Davis Academy Class

of 2017 made their allocations to the following
organizations:
• The local recipient was the Atlanta Ronald
McDonald House, an organization that
provides temporary housing and resources
for families of children receiving care at
one of the Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta
facilities—either Egleston or Scottish Rite.
• The state/national recipient was the MakeA-Wish Foundation, which fulfills dreams of
terminally ill children.
• The Israel-based recipient was Bayit L’Kol
Yeled (A Home for Every Child in Israel),
which promotes the well-being of children and
families in extremely high-risk populations.
These worthy organizations join a
growing list of Davis Academy Project Impact
recipients, which includes: A Package from
Home, Africa Aids Action, Alex’s Lemonade
Stand, The Alzheimer’s Association, American
Cancer Society, American Friends of the IDF,
American Heart Association, American Red
Cross, AMIT Community School, Atlanta
Humane Society, Bert’s Big Adventure, Boys
& Girls Clubs of Metro Atlanta, BRACA,
Camp Twin Lakes, Canine Assistants, Chai
Lifeline, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta,
Community Assistance Center, Crohn’s
& Colitis Foundation, Cure Autism Now,
Foster Care Support Foundation, Fragile Kids
Foundation, Georgia Transplant Foundation,

BUSINESS BITS
By Marsha Liebowitz

or call 770-551-9533.

NEW OFFICES. Complete Care At
Home, started by Lisa M. Reisman, MSN,
CNP, earlier this year, has relocated to 11
Dunwoody Park, Suite 140. Licensed in 15
Atlanta metro counties and accredited by
The Joint Commission, Complete Care At
Home creates customized service plans for
companion care, personal care, and skilled
nursing, for clients and patients with varied
needs, in their own homes or facilities.
Concierge and long-term care services are
also available. Reisman has 10 years of
industry experience in the home-care setting
and 30 years as a nurse and nurse practitioner.
For details, visit completecareatlanta.com,

NEW DEPUTY CONSUL GENERAL. Anat
Fisher-Tsin is the new deputy consul general
at the Consulate
General of Israel to
the Southeast. Tsin
joined the consulate
after working as
the legal adviser,
in the Enforcement
and
Foreigners
Administration, at the
Israeli Immigration
Deputy Consul and
Population
General
Anat Authority.
Deputy
Fisher-Tsin
Consul
General

Davis Academy seventh-graders during a Leadership Retreat at URJ Camp
Coleman
Habima Theatre, Heifer International, Help
Center for Law, H.E.R.O. for Children, Hope
Lodge, Inner Harbour Youth Village, Intrepid
Fallen Hero, Jewish National Fund, Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation, Lev Lalev
Girls Orphanage, Love 146, The Margot
Flamini Memorial Fund, Mary Hall Freedom
House, Must Ministries, National Brain
Tumor Society, National Multiple Sclerosis

Society, New Orleans Habitat for Humanity,
One Family Fund, PAWS Atlanta, Punch Out
Breast Cancer, Sheltering Arms, St. Jude’s
Children’s Hospital, Cradle of Love Georgia
Adoption Services, The Drake House, The
Genesis Shelter, The Israel Sport Center for
the Disabled, The Zaban Night Shelter, and
The Will to Live Foundation.

Tsin holds a master’s degree in conflict
management and negotiation and a master’s
in law. She also received her bachelor of
arts in law and criminology, from Bar Illan
University. She is fluent in Hebrew and
English. Tsin is married, with three young
children.

both locally and nationwide for the past
23 years. The company, which started in
Massachusetts and then moved to New York,
is now based in the Toco Hill area of Atlanta.
The company puts particular emphasis
on proper packing, and it successfully has
completed thousands of moves. David Nir
is the driving force behind this organization
and looks forward to serving Georgia
residents with the same efficiency and
satisfaction that he has offered throughout
his career. Nir knows that moving can be
stressful and does his best to prepare people
for the big day. Contact him at 470-8755666 or info@todamoving.com.

NOW HEAR THIS. Dr. Melissa Wikoff,
Au.D., is director
of
audiology
at
Peachtree Hearing,
which started treating
patients in June of this
year. Her husband,
Josh, runs the dayto-day
operations.
In
addition
to
hearing
loss,
Melissa Wikoff, Peachtree
Hearing
Au.D.
also
specializes
in
the
diagnosis
and treatment of dizziness. Dr. Wikoff
splits her time between her state-of-theart facility and volunteering her services
with Jewish Family & Career Services,
Berman Commons, and the Marcus Jewish
Community Center of Atlanta. Peachtree
Hearing is located at 4939 Lower Roswell
Rd. Suite A-107, in Marietta. For more
information, contact Peachtree Hearing at
470-485-4327, mwikoff@peachtreehearing.
com or visit peachtreehearing.com.
TODA MOVING & STORAGE. This
family operated business has been moving
residential and commercial customers

Lisa M. Reisman and the Complete Care At Home management team

Toda Moving & Storage owner David
Nir
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JF&CS News
To our Atlanta Jewish Community:
As we get ready to celebrate the New Year, we
are excited to share with you our progress on our
renovation and new IndependenceWORKS building.
At the same time, we would like to give you an update
on our path forward and how our new logo and tagline
reflects our new mission and vision.
Over the past year, JF&CS has gone through an
evolution of sorts. We have begun adapting to the
evolving needs of our community, focusing on impact,
collaboration, and how we measure our success. Where
we used to judge success by the number of people we
served, we understand this does not best reflect the
actual impact of our services.
Now, we are measuring in new and more accurate
ways the actual change that results when individuals
Rick Aranson
use our programs and services. We believe this will
provide a more person-centered focus for results and
offer guidance for maximizing the effectiveness of our programs and services.
We are committed to ensuring the investment made by the individuals,
organizations, corporations, and other entities that work with and support us will
yield the highest return and most meaningful impact possible for our community.
Reflecting on our new direction, we have refreshed our logo and tagline, as
well as the language we use to describe what we do. Indeed, we have a whole new
“brand.” Our community has come to know us as the agency that provides “your
tools for living.” While we still provide the tools our clients need to live successful,
independent lives, JF&CS is about so much more. We’re about improving the quality
of our clients’ lives and maximizing their self-sufficiency.
Early this year, we introduced a new vision
of what we aspire to achieve—a community of
empowered lives. Our mission—what we focus on
every day—is to make hope and opportunity happen
for our clients. Our path forward will take us there. We
want to thank our community for its support.
On behalf of our entire board and staff, I would
like to wish you a Shana Tovah—a very happy, healthy
and meaningful new year.

sufficiently as possible.
The Capital Campaign leadership is:
co-chairs Cherie Aviv and John Perlman;
honorary chairs Lois Blonder and Ann and
Michael Kay; cabinet members Sheryl
Blechner, Ellen Chalef, Judith Cohen,
Amanda Cohn, Ina Enoch, Billie Greenberg,
Etta Raye Hirsch, Scott Horowitz, Bruce
Lindemann, and Lynn Redd; and JF&CS
staff members Rick Aranson, Faye Dresner,
Brenda Fiske, Miriam Friedman, Vera
Golden, Debi McNeil, and Strategic Advisor
Gary Miller.

Reception staff members Irene
Midgette, Jackie Koplowitz, and
Danijela Pecanac will welcome
clients in the new lobby.

Throughout the building, there are many
“green” elements, such as LED lights (and
occupancy sensors to turn them on and off),
Thermopane windows with better insulation,
and other energy-efficient improvements.
In February, JF&CS expects to open
the IndependenceWORKS building, for
adults with intellectual and developmental
disabilities, where they can engage in
social programs, learn life skills, and gain
vocational training that can lead to their
attaining employment in the community.
Complete with classrooms, a teaching
kitchen, and laundry facility, as well
as flexible group-learning space, this
new building is being constructed with
EarthCraft certification in mind. This
means the IndependenceWORKS building
includes many energy-saving and ecofriendly materials, which will both save
money and protect the environment.
Throughout these capital improvements,
JF&CS has maintained its focus on its end
goal of improving its clients’ quality of life
and enhancing their ability to live as self-

concierge-level services, including:
• assessment, in-home or in-office, to
determine what is needed to maximize an
elder’s quality of life;
• complete evaluations and referral
recommendations;
• ability to design, implement, and
manage a comprehensive plan of care to
relieve uncertainty, provide information
about available services, and help people
understand the language and programs
involved in eldercare;
• education for everyone concerned, about
appropriate levels of care and available
resources;
• family meetings to provide a safe space
and a neutral party to listen to family
concerns and help work toward resolving
disagreements;
• coordination of services, appointments,
and follow-up based on individual needs
and decisions;
• assistance with living arrangement
transition;
• advocacy during doctor’s visits and
hospital stays, as well as review of care;
• assistance with screening, arranging, and
monitoring services to provide an extra set
of eyes and ears; and
• the best care and value for through JF&CS’
extended network of partners.
For more information on these services,
call 770-677-9411.

The frame of the new building that
will house IndependenceWORKS

Debbi Dooley,
JF&CS geriatric
case manger

—Rick Aranson, CEO,
Jewish Family & Career Services

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE. The
dream to complete the Jewish Family &
Career Services Dunwoody campus is
becoming a reality, thanks to those in the
community who generously contributed to
the capital campaign. With the $5.1 million
goal exceeded and $6.6 million raised,
renovations, as well as new construction,
are underway—and on schedule.
Thanks to the generosity of the BunzlWilner family, the Walter and Frances Bunzl
Family Foundation Clinical Services Wing
is on track to open in September. This new
wing incorporates many important features,
designed to ensure client privacy. Woodpaneled waiting areas, as well as offices
and group rooms furnished in warm colors,
offer separate spaces where clients can feel
safe and secure. There are 25 offices, an
expressive therapy room, a group therapy
room, and a library that also can be used
for group sessions. Further ensuring
client privacy and accessibility for all, the
counseling center has two single-person
restrooms, one of which is ADA-compliant.
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JF&CS is protecting the Shalom Bayit
tree, which was planted in honor of
JF&CS’ domestic violence programs’
clients, in 1998, and will become the
focal point of the new Shalom Bayit
garden.
GERIATRIC CARE MANAGEMENT.
JF&CS often sees clients who are juggling
career, family needs, and caregiving, while
others live too far from their parents or
aging loved ones to help them meet their
daily needs. When clients have trouble
understanding how to help the elders they
care about, it’s difficult for them to make
sense of the options. Aviv Older Adult
Services’ Geriatric Care Management
provides “one-stop shopping” for care,
offering assistance in finding resources,
making decisions, and managing stress.
The GCM program offers a variety of

Jenny Gay,
JF&CS geriatric
care manager

GROUP THERAPY FOR YOUNG
ADULTS. JF&CS is now offering group
therapy for young adults 18+. Group therapy
offers a unique experience to process
transitions, relationships, and independence,
with the support of group members and
group leaders. Sessions, facilitated by Alicia
Simoni, LMSW, and Elisheva Funk, LCSW,
are every other Monday, 6:30-8:00 p.m., at
JF&CS, 4549 Chamblee Dunwoody Road,
Atlanta. The cost is $25 per session, and
insurance can be filed.
An initial interview is required if a
participant is not currently seeing a clinician
at JF&CS. Participants may join at any time.
To sign up and get a full schedule,
contact Elisheva Funk, at 770-677-9485.
VIA AND YOUNG ADULTS HAPPY
HOUR. On August 18, members of JF&CS’
VIA (Volunteers in Action) group and
the Marcus Jewish Community Center of
Atlanta’s Young Adults group socialized
See JF&CS NEWS, page 37
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Georgia College Hillel presents Israeli Symposium
Georgia College & State University
Hillel has garnered numerous participants
over the past three years for its ongoing
Israeli Symposium, which educates the
campus and greater community about
Israel and solutions to the Middle East
crisis. Events include arts, film, history, and
politics.
Just recently, Hillel student Netta BenHashal secured a grant from the organization
StandWithUs to bring two Israeli soldiers to
campus, to talk about securing peace in the
Middle East.
“I have always been involved in the
Jewish community growing up,” said BenHashal, a Cobb County native. “I knew
I wanted to continue that in college, so I
got involved with Hillel, but I’ve even had
other doors open up, for instance, with our
Student Government Association, to be able
to serve in more of an advocacy role on the
campus. I was happy to bring StandWithUs
to campus.”
StandWithUs is an international, nonprofit organization that fosters education as
a road to peace.
The StandWithUs Israeli Soldiers’
Stories tour is an innovative program
featuring reserve duty Israeli college
students, who talk about the Israeli-Arab
conflict, giving a human face to the IDF
uniform. In addition to IDF service, they
are graduates of the StandWithUs Israel
Fellowship, a unique public diplomacy
program that selects and trains 150

student leaders each year from six Israeli
universities.
More than 100 people, including
three professors and their classes, attended
the StandWithUs talk and Q&A, along
with dozens of Hillel members and other
students.
The soldiers shared their personal
experiences, including one that occurred
at a checkpoint they manned their first day
on duty. A terrorist had placed a Spiderman
book bag on a young boy, who agreed, for a
little money, to walk across the checkpoint,
not knowing there were explosives in the
bag. The soldiers had to decide whether
the boy was dangerous or not; luckily, they
stopped and disarmed him, before multiple
soldiers might have been killed. Both
soldiers begged for peace in the Middle
East.
Faculty Advisor to Hillel and Atlanta
native Dr. Karen Berman was “delighted
that Jews and non-Jews alike have attended
all of our Israeli Symposium events and
many have become advocates for Israel.”
Georgia College Hillel won the 201516 Outstanding Multicultural Program
Award on campus.
Ben-Hashal was also honored by
AIPAC, for her continuing representation
of Georgia College Hillel. Her future goals
include continuing that advocacy, either
through graduate school—possibly in Israel,
focusing on counter-terrorism and conflict
resolution—or law school.

Two Israeli soldiers from StandWithUs

JF&CS News
From page 36

at a happy hour, at Big Sky Buckhead, and
signed up to participate in VIA Mitzvah
Day projects. Mitzvah Day, the largest
community service day in Atlanta for young
Jewish professionals, took place September
11.
VIA, the Young Professionals Volunteer
Corps of JF&CS, provides members, ages
21-40, with monthly community service
projects that benefit individuals throughout
the greater Atlanta area, as well as within
the JF&CS community.
Mitzvah Day started in 2002 and has
grown from supporting JF&CS programs
to helping any organization in need of
volunteers. Participants are looking to make
a true impact in the Jewish and broader
Atlanta community.
Last year, more than 200 people
participated in 12 projects. This year,
there were 12 projects, new partner sites
throughout Atlanta, varying project start
times to accommodate busy schedules, and
family-friendly opportunities.
Look for photos from this year’s
Mitzvah Day in the next issue of The Jewish
Georgian.
For more information about VIA, visit
JFCSatl.org/VIA.

Netta Ben-Hashal (center) holds the flag for the Israeli Symposium

Hanna
Rosenfeld
(from
left),
Michelle Fox, and Hannah Potvin
enjoy socializing and learning about
this year’s Mitzvah Day projects.

VIA Chair Alyse Finkel and CoChair Molly Levinson help promote
Mitzvah Day at the happy hour.

StandWithUs speaker
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L E T T H I S Y E A R ’ S S H O FA R B L A S T
CALL YOU TO ACTION
JOIN AJC IN BUILDING A SAFER
AND MORE PEACEFUL FUTURE

It’s better when you

CATER

L’shana Tova Tikatevu
M AY Y O U B E I N S C R I B E D
IN THE BOOK OF LIFE.

A J C AT L A N TA B O A R D O F T R U S T E E S

from FuegoMundo!

Order Unique & Delicious
Kosher Holiday Catering today!
All selections (except desserts as indicated) are
100% GLUTEN-FREE, DAIRY-FREE & KOSHER

Contact masha@fuegomundo.com for more information.
Entrees:
Chef Masha’s Argentinean Beef Brisket w/ a red wine reduction gravy
Argentinean Churrasco w/ chimichurri • Spicy Grilled Tilapia
Dark Meat Chicken Parillada (Pargiot) • Citrus-Glazed Salmon
Teriyaki Chicken Breasts • Grilled Chicken Skewers w/ onions & peppers
Uruguayan Grass Fed Steak Skewers w/ onions & peppers, and more!

SIDES:
Spanish Rice • Sweet Potato Casserole • Sweet Plantains
Organic Quinoa w/ sauteed onions & red peppers • Grilled Bok Choy
Squash & Zucchini Medley • Olive Oil Roasted Red Potatoes, and more!

Starters/Tapas:
Sweet Gefilte Fish w/ Horseradish Wasabi • Spicy Ceviche (Tilapia)
Asian-Citrus Quinoa Veggie Salad • Masha’s Jewish Chicken Soup
Latin Arugula Salad w/ cilantro-ginger dressing • Latin Vegetable Soup
Baba Ghanough Eggplant Dip w/ Fuego Chips & Fresh Cut Veggies
Yucca “cheese” breads • Fresh Cucumber Salad, and more!

Desserts:
Guava Cheesecake • Sweet Pineapple-Walnut Pastelitos (turnovers)
Moist Tea Cake (nut-free, low fat) • Gourmet Brownie Bars (nut-free)
GLUTTEN FREE: Dark-Chocolate Almond-Marzipan cookies • Caramel Flan

10% discount thru October 31st
when mentioning this ad.

SEE WEB SITE FOR ORDER FORMS.

OPEN FOR LUNCH | DINNER | CATERING

www.fuegomundo.com
The Prado - 5590 Roswell Rd., Sandy Springs, GA 30342

www.ajcatlanta.org
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Tashlich,

Bubbles

FREE &
OPEN TO
ALL!
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FITNESS
BUDDIES
Make Workouts
a Family Affair.

day
Join to a
and get

FREEm!**

progra

PADDLE
BOATS
BUBBLE SHOW
& ACTIVITIES
THE GREAT
JCC SHOFAR
BLAST OFF!*

Friday, Sept. 23 | 7:00 PM

*Bring your own Shofar.

2458 Mt. Vernon Rd, Dunwoody

SONGS WITH
RABBI G

SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 9
12:15pm

GET THE ULTIMATE IN FITNESS
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
Monthly Membership Rates*:
Individual $29 • Couple $58 • Family $75

Lake RB at MJCCA, Zaban Park

No Registration Fee! Reduced Rates!

BRING YOUR OWN BREAD, PICNICS,
LAWN CHAIRS, & BLANKETS!

Contact 678.812.4060
membership@atlantajcc.org

QUESTIONS? Contact rabbi.glusman@atlantajcc.org or 678.812.4161.

**Introductory rate for the first three months of membership.
**Restrictions apply. Visit www.atlantajcc.org/specials for details.

Friday, Oct. 14 | 7:00 PM
1192 N. Highland Ave, Atlanta

Visit atlantajcc.org/acoustic for additional dates.

Questions? Contact 678.812.4161 or rabbi.glusman@atlantajcc.org

Marcus Jewish Community Center of Atlanta | 5342 Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody, GA 30338 | 678.812.4000 |

/MJCCA | atlantajcc.org
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Kosher Affairs
BY Roberta
Scher

My husband, Allan, and I had the
pleasure of attending the 2016 Summer
Fancy Food Show (which was the largest
since the show’s inception, in 1954). The
halls of New York’s Javits Center were filled
with more than 2,670 exhibitors, who were
showing the latest in specialty food and
beverages from the U.S. and 55 countries.
It was truly overwhelming because of its
size; these exhibitors presented hundreds
of kosher-certified options, including many
2016 specialty food award finalists and
winners. Here are some award winners and
my personal kosher favorites.
• Money on Honey (Droga Chocolates)—
scrumptious chocolate honey caramels
• Milk Chocolate Apple Cider Caramels
(Lake Champlain Chocolates)
• Salted Caramel Fig Spread (King’s
Cupboard)
• Date Syrup (The Date Lady)
• Meyer Lemon Marmalade (Blake Hill

Preserves)
• Avocado Oil Mayo (Chosen Foods)
• Black Rice (Atlanta Corporation)
• Lavash Naan Bread (California Lavash)
• White and Black Truffle Oil (Sabatino
North America)
• Tomato Sauce (Hoboken Farms)
• Go Organic Starlight Mints (Hillside
Candy)
• Sriracha Popcorn (Pop Gourmet)
• Oils, vinegars, and wine by De La Rosa
Real Foods & Vineyards
• Red Whitefish Caviar and Black Whitefish
Caviar (Romanoff)
• Ready-to-Heat Belgium Waffles (Waffle,
Waffle)
• Revolution Gelato (Atlanta born and
bred!)
• Frozen Spices & Herbs (Daregal Gourmet)
• Mango, Tamarind Date, and Cucumber

Mint Yogurt (Chaat Savory Yogurts)
A bit more about two of these brands…
I am simply in “sauce love” with
Hoboken Farms (Hobokenfarms.com),
especially the Big Marinara and Big
Basil varieties, which, in my opinion, are
outstanding. These sauces are just as good
as homemade and quite a bit easier to
prepare. Simply open the jar, heat, and pour.
They are kosher certified KOF-K parve.

Atlanta-based
Revolution
Gelato
produces gourmet dairy-free gelato,
made with organic ingredients and using
sustainable practices. Think dreamy flavors
such as cardamom kiss, chocolate fantasy,
majestic mango, nekkid espresso, orange
dream, and triple vanilla. Yumm! The
company is a multi-generational Jewish
family-run enterprise, with each generation
putting its own spin on it. It was founded
by Jared Olkin, whose genetics seem to
center around ice cream. Jared’s mother had
a homemade ice cream shop, and his greatgrandfather ran a soda fountain. His sister,
Leah Sitkin, is vice president of operations.
Revolution gelato is conveniently available
at The Spicy Peach, in Toco Hill. For
more information and additional purchase
locations, visit revolutiongelato.com.

Jared Olkin and Leah Sitkin
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SWEET NEWS. Cinnaholic Edgewood is
newly certified kosher by the AKC. The
vegan cafe features gourmet cinnamon
buns with a choice of toppings. All products
are kosher except for fresh strawberry,
raspberry, and blackberry toppings. They
are located at 1230 Caroline Street, NE,
Suite B 110, Atlanta. Visit facebook.com/
cinnaholic.atlanta.edgewood or call 404343-0850 for more information.

HADASSAH CONVENTION. For those
who had the opportunity in July to attend
the 98th National Hadassah convention,
which was held here in Atlanta, it was
quite an inspirational experience. Nearly
1,000 women from across the U.S. gathered
to discuss, debate, and solidify the 2017
mission, policy statements, and goals of the
104-year-old organization. I was amazed to
learn how wide Hadassah’s reach is and how
it continues to support causes throughout
Israel and the world. Among other
distinguished presenters, my friends Dov
Wilker, regional director of the American
Jewish Committee, and George Fox, Atlanta
area attorney, presented breakout sessions
covering trends and challenges in Jewish
America. The convention theme, “The Power
of Dreams,” was personified by the energy

Put some overtime

toward yourself.
Don’t let the 9-to-5 grind you down.
With regular massage treatments,
you’ll find the energy to climb even
higher on the corporate ladder.
Introductory 1-hour massage

with free aromatherapy
$4999
Introductory 1-hour essential custom facial

with free aromatherapy
$5999

NORTH DRUID HILLS
2484 Briarcliff Rd. Suite 35
Atlanta Ga 30329
678 932 8204
Monday – Friday 9 AM to 9 PM
Saturday – 9 AM to 7 PM
Sunday –10 AM to 6 PM
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and charisma of the attendees, speakers,
and honorees. If you would like to attend
the convention virtually, visit hadassah.org/
hadassah-national-convention.html.
HOLLYWOOD IN ATLANTA UPDATE.
The film Denial will premiere at the
Toronto Film Festival and open in the U.S.
on September 30. Denial stars Rachel Weisz
as Deborah E. Lipstadt. The movie recounts
the story of Dr. Lipstadt’s crusade for
historical truth against David Irving (played
by Timothy Spall), who accused her of libel
when she declared him a Holocaust denier.
A must see!

the management about your concern.
Restaurant sanitation scores can
be found online at myajc.com/atlantadining-guide/inspection-scores,
atlanta.
digitalhealthdepartment.com/dekalb/recent.
cfm, and by searching metro Atlanta county
health departments.
We are so fortunate to have a growing,
vibrant, cohesive Jewish community in
Atlanta. Our city is a magnet for young
families throughout the country. As our
Jewish population increases, I anticipate

----Atlanta Kashruth Commission (AKC)
updates can now be found on Facebook.
Visit Facebook.com/KosherAtlanta.
----MY OPINION. Writing a column and
editing a website offer platforms to share
opinion, and here’s what’s currently on my
mind. Kosher restaurants and eateries in
Atlanta are sadly too few, but, fortunately,
some are very good. I have recently noticed
that some of our restaurants display outof-date county restaurant inspection
certificates. I encourage consumers to check
out the restaurant’s sanitation rating forms,
which should be visible and displayed for
customers; if issues are evident, do advise

Restaurant inspection report
See KOSHER AFFAIRS, page 42

TDSA. Interactive. Torah.
Experiential. Authentic.

Innovative learning and teaching in every classroom.
For a personal tour, please contact Leslee Morris at
404-982-0800 ext. 100 or lmorris@torahday.org.
Torah Day School of Atlanta does not discriminate in its educational programs or activities
on the basis of race, color, or national or ethnic origin.

1985 LaVista Road, Atlanta GA 30329 torahday.org
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A simple saliva DNA test can help
you plan for a healthy future family.

��creen o�ers fast� con�dential� a�orda�le� at-home
genetic testing for more than 100 diseases.

Know someone who’s planning a family? Purchase
a +(JGUDFSUJóDBUF for someone you love.

4AKE!CTI 4AKEC {'ETSgEENED
404-778-8640

info@jscreen.org

4th Annual Atlanta Kosher BBQ

The 4th Annual Atlanta Kosher BBQ
Competition and Festival will return to
Brook Run Park on September 25, from
11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., following a
record-breaking 25 teams and more than
5,000 visitors at last year’s event.
“With a continuing interest in food
events and barbeque cooking and increased
awareness of our event, we expect to be
bigger,” said Jody Pollack, president of
Hewbrew Order of David (HOD) Lodge
Shimshon
and event committee
chairman.
“We
had teams from
New
York
competing
last
year,
and we had
a father and
son
from
Canada, who
made a special
trip to Atlanta
j u s t
to attend. With more
sponsors and attendees, we’ll be able to
make greater contributions the charities
supported by our four metro Atlanta
lodges.”
Kosher barbeque competitions are
growing in popularity in North America,
as Jewish communities embrace both the
preparation and taste of barbeque that

FOR ALL OCCASIONS & MORE
Located at AJA: 5200 Northland Dr., Atlanta, GA 30342
404.953.8157 | office@FAOcatering.com
ROSH HASHANAH MENU ‘16
Pick-up Sunday Oct. 2nd 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Chopped Liver ....................................................................... $13.99/LB
Traditional Gefilte Fish ........................................................ $13.99/LB
Matbucha ................................................................................ $12.99/LB
Pepper & Eggplant Salad ................................................... $12.99/LB
Plain 1# Round Challah ......................................................... $6.00 EA
Raisin 1# Round Challah ....................................................... $7.00 EA
Plain 3# Round Challah .......................................................$15.00 EA
Raisin 3# Round Challah .....................................................$18.00 EA
Potato & Leek Soup..............................................................$11.99/QT
Chicken Soup .........................................................................$13.99/QT
Ginger Infused Roasted Carrot Soup............................$13.99/QT
Butternut Squash Soup ......................................................$13.99/QT
Matzah Balls ..............................................................................$1.75/EA
SALADS
(Serves 4) $12.50 | Add. Servings $3
Fresh Roasted Beets & Mandarin Orange Salad
with Leeks & Orange Balsamic Vin.
Kale Salad with Jicama & Sweet Corn
with a refreshing Seasoned Lemon Dressing
Roasted Butternut Quinoa Salad with Arugula

CASSEROLES
Medium $20.99 (serves 6-8) | Large $39.99 (serves 15)
Potato Kugel | Broccoli Kugel | Sweet Potato Praline
Mashed Cauliflower | Challah Stuffing
Sweet Jeweled Rice with Dates/Apricots
Roasted Root Veg (Add $2)
Seared Lemon Pepper Tilapia (serves 4)...............................$40.00
Teriyaki Glazed Salmon (serves 4) ..........................................$45.00
Salmon Primavera with layers of vegetables, lightly topped
with bread crumbs (serves 4) ...................................................$48.00
Roast White Meat Chicken (Breast &) ..............$6.99 per portion
Roasted Dark Meat Chicken (Thigh & Leg)....$5.75 per portion
Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast 1# serves 3 ..................$9.00/LB
Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast
w/ Apricot Sauce 1# serves 3 .............................................$9.50/LB
Brisket and Gravy.................................................................. $24.99/LB
Sweet & Sour Meatballs .......................................................10.99/LB
DESSERTS
Honey Cake Loaf ......................................................................$9.99/EA
Peach Cobbler .......................................................................$17.99/EA
Pareve Pumpkin Roll ..................................................................$22.95
Pumpkin Doodle Cookies .................................................. $11.99/LB
Apple Roses ..................................................................................... $3.50

*Prices subject to change due to market price.
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follows the rules of kashrut. While it is a
given that only kosher meat will be used,
competitors need to take into account the
process of koshering meat, which includes
soaking and salting the meat to remove
blood. Teams will be judged on ribs,
brisket, chicken, and beans.

Ribs will be among the items judged
this year
“Kosher meat is saltier than nonkosher meat, and contestants need to
take that into account when preparing the
sauces and rubs that they use to season their
meat,” said Pollack, who has competed in
competitions in the Southeast. “And, of
See KOSHER BBQ, page 47

YOM KIPPUR MENU ‘16
Pick-up Tuesday Oct. 11th 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Whole Poached Salmon (serves 50-75) .............................$199.99
Stuffed White Fish ................................................................ $19.99/LB
Nova .......................................................................................... $30.99/LB
Sable.......................................................................................... $39.99/LB
Kippered Salmon ................................................................. $30.99/LB
White Fish Salad .................................................................... $14.99/LB
Tuna Salad (Albacore) ......................................................... $12.99/LB
Egg Salad .....................................................................................$9.99.LB
Plain 1# Round Challah ......................................................... $6.00 EA
Raisin 1# Round Challah ....................................................... $7.00 EA
Plain 3# Round Challah .......................................................$14.00 EA
Raisin 3# Round Challah .....................................................$16.00 EA
Cheese Blintzes ........................................................................$3.50/EA
Bagels ................................................................................... $11.99/DOZ
Plain Cream Cheese ................................................................$6.99/LB
Veggie Cream Cheese ............................................................$9.50/LB
Lox Cream Cheese ................................................................ $10.50/LB
Scallion Cream Cheese ..........................................................$9.50/LB
FISH TRAYS
Beautifully catered trays include: Nova, Baked Salmon, Stuffed
White Fish served with Bagels and Cream Cheese
$16.95 per person
Substitute Sable add $4 per person | Minimum Order 10 people
DESSERTS
Medium serves 6-8 $21.95 | Large Serves 12-15 $40
Angel Hair Noodle Kugel with Raspberry Drizzle
Pineapple Cheese Kugel with wide noodles
Challah French Toast Casserole | Cheese Blintz Soufflé
Rugelach .................................................................................. $11.99/LB
Mandel Bread ......................................................................... $10.99/LB
Lemon Squares.........................................................................$2.50/EA
Brownie Cupcake w/ Hazelnut Cream .............................$1.75/EA
Pumpkin Roll ................................................................................$21.00
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Kosher Korner
BY Reuven
Stein
On Rosh Hashanah, there is a Jewish
custom to dip challah and apples in honey at
the holiday meal. A special prayer is recited,
wishing for a sweet new year.

We have a general rule that the
byproducts of non-kosher animals are not
kosher. For example, carmine red food
coloring comes from the cochineal beetle,

which is not kosher; therefore, products that
contain it are not kosher.
The question is asked in the Talmud:
How can honey be kosher if it comes from a
bee? There are two answers given:
• Honey is not a bee secretion, which would
not be kosher. A bee processes nectar and
converts it to honey; but the honey is not
actually from the bee itself.
• Even though it one might think honey is
forbidden, there is a verse in the bible that
permits it. Ultimately, it is the rules that G-d
gives us, not particular logic, that define
what is kosher and not.
Other bee products, such as royal jelly
and Apis mellifica, are not kosher.
Bee pollen, bee bread, and beeswax are
acceptable. Honey in the comb is acceptable,
but one should not squeeze the honey from
the comb on Shabbos.
Bee parts found in unfiltered honey
should be removed.
Pure honey is acceptable without
a hechsher. Flavored honey requires a
hechsher. Clover honey and orange blossom
honey are acceptable without a hechsher;
the names simply refer to the type of flower
from which the honey comes. Orange honey
with added flavor should not be used without
a hechsher.
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Some companies will sweeten their
honey with additives such as corn syrup and
sell the product as pure honey. This does not
pose a kashrus problem during the year, but
on Passover it would be a kashrus concern.
For Passover, one should only use honey
with a KFP.
If you’d like to support your local certified
honey producers, try these:
• Blue Ridge Honey
• Georgia Honey Farm
• Weeks Honey Farm

The AKC wishes you and your family a
sweet new year.
To keep up with all things kosher in
Atlanta, like and follow us on our new
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
kosheratlanta.org/
Rabbi Reuven Stein is director of supervision
for the Atlanta Kashruth Commission, a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting
kashruth through education, research, and
supervision.

Kosher Affairs
From page 41

a growing number of kosher resources,
including more kosher restaurants and
caterers. Can’t wait!
----As we approach 5777, we reflect on
the past year. We pray for a sweet new
year, a time to renew, reach, and rejoice
in our spiritual lives, in our homes, in
our relationships, and of course in our
kitchens! May Rosh Hashanah usher in a
year of good health and peace for each of
us, and for all good people, everywhere!
See RECIPES, page 47

What’s cooking? Email kosheraffairs@
gmail.com This column is meant to
provide the reader with current trends and
developments in the kosher marketplace.
Since standards of kashruth certification
vary, check with the AKC or your local
kashruth authority to confirm reliability.

As we usher in 5777 –
May your blessings for the coming year be as
plentiful as the seeds of the pomegranate;
May the life of you and your family
be like the sweetness of the honey;
May “nation not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more;”* and
May you be inscribed in
The Book of Life for a year of health.
* Micah 4:3

The Marcus Foundation, Inc.
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block (usually on Friday mornings), the
entire school comes together to reflect on the
week, celebrate student accomplishments,
and mark important occasions. Junior Aaron
Gordon, shown here, spoke at the first
Kehilah gathering of the school year about
what Kehilah means to him.
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new interdisciplinary and fine/performing
arts programs, fellowships, and study
abroad opportunities that include trips
to Poland and Cuba. In addition, Weber
athletics is looking forward to its first year
as a member of the Georgia High School
Athletic Association (GHSA).

By Belle Klavonsky

David Abusch Magder, on the first day of
school.
21ST-CENTURY
PRESCHOOL
EDUCATION. Technology is becoming
an integral part of education at all levels,
including Early Childhood at The Epstein
School. From ActivBoards to iPads,
Bee-Bots, and now, interactive touchscreen TVs, Epstein’s youngest students
in Transition Kindergarten are benefiting
from classrooms with state-of-the-art
technology. Touch screens are user friendly
and provide small children the opportunity
to manipulate and interface with technology
that is purposely placed at their level.
Interactive technology makes learning more
engaging and memorable. Here, Abraham
Dobrzynski uses a giant touch screen as part
of a collaborative class-calendar activity.

MOVING WITH TECHNOLOGY. One of
the many ways 21st-century technologies
enrich students’ learning experiences is by
enabling healthy kinesthetic group activities.
In Julie Rau and Susan Londe’s Transition
Kindergarten class at Epstein, students
enjoy dancing to the fun and exciting video
“Let’s Get Fit Counting to 100” with Jack
Hartmann. Here, Susan Londe dances with
her class useing the giant touch screen TV
as part of this activity.
A NEW SCHOOL YEAR. Epstein students
are back at school, meeting the head of
school, getting to know their new teachers,
seeing old friends, and making new ones.
First-grader Zevi Berlin (right) puts on his
“listening ears” for Head of School Dr.

NEW TEACHER. The Weber School and the
social studies faculty welcome new social
studies teacher Charlie McQuade (pictured).
He embraces Weber’s commitment to fully
recognize the community it serves and to
continually encourage students to think
critically about themselves, in order to
challenge the world around them. He shares
the goal of giving students a voice to express
their views on world issues. He received
his master’s of science, management, and
leadership in education from the University
of Strathclyde, in Glasgow, Scotland. He is
also a Model UN advisor and head coach of
the Boys Soccer team.

THE ARBIV SISTERS. Sisters Becky and
Ariel Arbiv had a great trip to the USATF Jr.
Nationals. Junior Becky finished 3rd in pole
vault. She also had the 2nd highest female
jump in Georgia ever, with a personal record
of 13’5 1/2” at the USATF Jr. Olympics.
Sophomore Ariel jumped a personal record
of 11’8 1/2” at the USATF Jr. Nationals
Qualifier Meet and finished 6th in her age
group at Nationals. Becky Arbiv is shown
here jumping at State Jr. Olympics, winning
1st place.

NEW STUDENTS AT EPSTEIN. Students,
including new ones, are excited to return to
school. Preschool student Noah Small is off
to a great start and seems to be developing a
love of reading already.

DISCOVERING
EPSTEIN.
Epstein
preschool student Leo Sunshine discovers
that learning can be fun, as he explores a
busy beads activity box.

KEHILAH IS STRENGTH. What is
Kehilah? Kehilah means “community.”
During Weber’s regularly scheduled Kehilah

THE ADVENTURE BEGINS. Freshman
Isaac Goldman is looking forward to four
years at The Weber School. His favorite
classes are Mrs. Scott’s English class and
Rabbi Sokol’s Jewish law class. Isaac is
on the cross country team and plans to
participate in winter and spring sports. He
is proud to be part of the Weber community.
Pictured (back, from left) are Benjamin
Reitman, Isaac Goldman, Luke Schindler,
Joey Rubanenko, Brandon Sherman, Avi
Young, and Josh Aronstein enjoying lunch
outside.

NEW AT WEBER. For the 2016-2017
school year, the Weber School will have

SPEAKING OUT ABOUT DATE RAPE.
On September 11, the Weber School hosted
“Silence Changes Nothing,” an event for
Atlanta-area Jewish teens and their parents.
The featured speaker was Katie Koestner,
shown here, a national expert and advocate
regarding student safety and relationship
issues. The first date-rape victim to speak
out nationally about her experience, she
appeared on the cover of Time magazine in
June 1991, and HBO made a movie about
her story in 1993. At Weber, she spoke on
the topic of “Healthy Relationships and
Understanding Harassment, Consent, and
Sexual Misconduct.” This program was
supported by Jewish Women’s Fund of
Atlanta.
RUACH. The Davis Academy ended its first
week of school on August 19 with a spirited
Kabbalat Shabbat. Students, faculty, and
families celebrated the beginning of what
promises to be a very special school year,
including the opening of its new building
projects—the performing arts center,
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chapel, dining hall and kitchen, and flexible
learning spaces—in January. In this picture,
Middle School students lead the community
in favorite songs and flash-mob dance
moves.

CARNIVAL
CELEBRATION.
Davis
Academy fourth-graders Julia Moss (left)
and Lindsey Mirsky show off their colorful
faces at The Davis Academy PTO Back to
School Carnival, on August 28. In addition
to face painting, students and their families
enjoyed derby karts, games, and many other
activities to start the school year off on a fun
note.

CLASS OF 2025. In just nine more years,
these students will become proud Davis
Academy graduates. From the Class of 2025,
kindergarten students (from left) Zachary
Rosen, Max Fineman, Jesse Madeiros,
Noah Swenson-Friedberg, Olivia Ozias, and
Eva Wolff smile for the camera.

ACTING CLASS. The arts are an important
and popular part of The Davis Academy
program, giving students not only a creative
outlet but also opportunities to learn new
skills and shore up confidence. Here, sixthgrade theatre students learn to communicate
through non-verbal expression in an
improvisation game.
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READER ACHIEVERS. Davis Academy
Lower School students who completed
their summer reading requirements were
rewarded with an ice-cream soda party.
Pictured are first-graders (back, from left)
Dylan Carlin, Matilda Mundell, Justin
Shenk, Jack Solomon, and Judd Brown;
and (front) Emme Yudin, Sydney Tolk, and
Rachel Jacobson.

RETREAT. Eighth grade is a special year
at The Davis Academy, filled with essential
academics and many activities that will
complete the Davis Academy journey.
Many eighth-graders will have spent nine—
or even 10—years at Davis by the time they
graduate on June 1, 2017. One highlight
of the final year is a two-day retreat at
URJ Camp Coleman in the North Georgia
mountains (pictured here) at the beginning
of the school year. This retreat focuses on
many aspects of the transformative year
to come and offers students a chance to
strengthen friendships with one another and
relationships with faculty.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL. Torah Day School’s
PTA sponsored a back-to-school ice cream
social that included a moon bounce,
scavenger hunt, and arts and crafts, along
with mingling among students, parents,
faculty, board of trustee members, and
PTA board members. Here, students enjoy
an arts-and-crafts project while eating ice
cream.
SETTING THE TONE. Torah Day School’s
rabbis (from left) Mordechai Cohen, Akiva
Gross, Michoel Alterman, and Elimelech

Gottlieb, started the first day of school
in song. Students began their first day
saying Modei Ani and reciting the positive
affirmation that we are all created b’tzelem
elokim (in the image of G-d). Everything
we think, say, and do must show that we are
created b’tzelem elokim.

DAY ONE AT TDSA. At Torah Day School,
learning began on day one in each classroom.
TDSA’s teachers welcome the students, set
guidelines for the semester, establish goals
and objectives, and outline what is expected
from each student in the learning process.
Here, sixth-graders listen intently and take
notes.

FEELING AT HOME. TDSA’s kindergarten
teachers created a welcoming environment,
by preparing and organizing their rooms and
workstations, as well as designing activities
for their students’ first day at school. In Mrs.
Tanenbaum’s class, these smiling students
(pictured) went on a hunt for Pete the Cat,
during which they met TDSA staff and
explored their new school.

DAVENING. Keetah K (kindergarten)
students were ready to daven (pray) on the
first day of school. Here, a student says
Shema with Judaic studies teacher Morah
Dena Friedman.
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GO JAGUARS. Atlanta Jewish Academy’s
(AJA) middle school soccer team (pictured)
is undefeated. Under the coaching of Josh
Kaperstein, the soccer team is 4-0. In
volleyball, under coach Penny Eisenstein,
the girls’ A-team team is 4-2.

9/11 COMMEMORATION. At AJA’s
Northland Drive Campus, the middle school
students gathered in commemoration of
the 15th anniversary of 9/11. They focused
on renewal and rebuilding, as the U.S. and
Israel flags were flown at half- staff in honor
of the victims.
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Thought you’d like to know

This interactive Shabbat-themed experience is
geared towards older children and adults. This
event is free and open to the community. For
more information, contact Rabbi Glusman, at
678-812-4161 or rabbi.glusman@atlantajcc.
org.

DAILY SHOFAR ON MAIN STREET. The
blowing of the shofar (ram’s horn) is an
important part of the Jewish High Holiday
season. Blowing the shofar in the days
leading up to Rosh Hashanah reminds us to
“wake up,” reflect on the past year, and begin
the spiritual preparation for the High Holiday
season. All are invited to listen as the shofar
is sounded at the Marcus Jewish Community
Center of Atlanta, Zaban Park, 11:00 a.m.,
Monday-Friday, through September 30.
This experience is free and open to the
community. For more information, contact
Rabbi Glusman, at 678-812-4161 or rabbi.
glusman@atlantajcc.org.

SAVANNAH JAZZ FESTIVAL. Jazz
musician Yotam Silberstein performs at
the 35th Annual Savannah Jazz Festival,
September 23, 7:00 p.m., at Forsyth Park.
Admission is free. For more information, visit
savannahjazzfest.com.

By Jonathan Barach

AJC SPECIAL EVENT. The American
Jewish Committee Southeast Diplomatic
Marathon Closing Program is “Israel’s
Security Challenges: An Inside View,” with
Lt. Col. (res.) Avital Leibovich, director of
AJC Jerusalem. The program is September
20, 7:30 p.m., at The Galloway School ,
Chaddick Center, 215 W. Wieuca Road
NW , Atlanta. For details and to RSVP, visit
ajcatlanta.org.
ABOUT THE BREMAN. On September
21, 7:00 p.m., Temple Emanu-El presents
“What is a Jewish Museum?” Aaron Berger,

executive director, The Breman Jewish
Heritage Museum, will share his insights
into creating and sustaining a first-rate
Jewish museum in the Deep South. This
event is free and open to the community,
but preregistration is required. RSVP to
malberhasky@templeemanuelatlanta.com by
September 16.
LUNCH ‘N LEARN. Adults are invited to
join Rabbi Joshua Heller for a lively class and
discussion, September 22, 12:00 noon-1:00
p.m., at MJCCA Zaban Park. The MJCCA
Lunch ‘N Learn series features Atlanta rabbis
who share unique perspectives on topics
of their choice. Guests may bring lunch or
purchase food from A Healthy Touch kosher
café. This event is free and open to the
community. For more information, contact
Rabbi Glusman, at 678-812-4161 or rabbi.
glusman@atlantajcc.org.
ACOUSTIC SHABBAT CAFÉ. Join the
MJCCA’s Rabbi Brian Glusman and guest
musicians for an evening of soulful music and
Shabbat tunes, September 23, 7:00 p.m., at
Créma Espresso Gourmet, 2458 Mt. Vernon
Road, in Dunwoody. People of all faiths
and backgrounds will enjoy a live acoustic
evening of blessings and song in celebration
of Shabbat. Créma will be open with a menu
of appetizers, food, wine, coffee, and desserts.

SHABBAT, ME AND RABBI G. Shabbat,
Me, and Rabbi G takes place Fridays,
beginning September 23, 5:00-6:00 p.m.,
and runs for eight sessions, at the MJCCA’s
Sophie Hirsh Srochi Discovery Center. Adults
are invited to bring their children to this event,
which is free and open to the community.
Children will enjoy a story, a Shabbat-related
activity, songs, and blessings with Rabbi Brian
Glusman, plus a fun visit from the Weinstein
School Shabbat Dinosaur. Challah and grape
juice will be served. For more information,
contact Rabbi Glusman, at 678-812-4161 or
rabbi.glusman@atlantajcc.org.
ETHICS IN SCIENCE LECTURE. Atlanta
Jewish Academy’s Dr. Paul M. Fernhoff Ethics
In Science Annual Lecture, is September 28,
7:00 p.m., at The Northland Drive Campus.
Dr. Karen Rommelfanger, program director
of Emory University’s Neuroethics Program
at the Center for Ethics and an assistant
professor in the Departments of Neurology and
Psychiatry at Emory University, will present
“Better Than Well? Neuroenhancement and
Beyond.” An overarching theme in her work is
the exploration of how evolving neuroscience
and neurotechnologies challenge societal
definitions of disease and medicine. This
event is free and open to the public; RSVPs are
requested. For details, visit atljewishacademy.
org.
CHECK OUT ACCESS. The New to
ACCESS Kick-Off is September 29, 6:309:30 p.m., at the Wrecking Bar Brewpub.
This event is open to all—including those
who have heard of ACCESS and want to
check it out and those already involved.
Admission—$20.00 in advance and $25.00
at the door—includes appetizers and one
drink ticket. Tickets are free for All-ACCESS
Pass holders; for more information about the
All-ACCESS Pass, contact Julie Katz, AJC’s
Goldman Bridge Fellow, at katzj.fellow@ajc.
org. Register for this event at www.ajcatlanta.
org/newtoaccess2016.
HIGH HOLIDAYS WITH HILLELS OF
GEORGIA. Hillels of Georgia High Holiday
services will be held on the campus of Emory
University. To purchase tickets for Rosh
Hashanah (October 2, 3, and 4) and Yom
Kippur (October 11 and 12), visit
hillelsofgeorgia.org; for more information,
call 404-963-2548 ext. 107.
GUARDIANS OF THE TORAH HIGH
HOLY DAYS. Guardians of the Torah, a
congregation without walls, whose mission
is to reach police, public-safety officers,
first responders, and their families, will
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celebrate the High Holy Days with services
at Northminster Presbyterian Church, 2400
Alabama Road, in Roswell. The Rosh
Hashanah service is October 3, 9:30 a.m.12:00 noon; the Yom Kippur service is
October 12, 9:30 a.m.-12:00 noon. Anyone
who supports the congregation’s mission is
welcome. There are no fees or assessments.
For more information or to RSVP, email
richardbaroff@yahoo.com or call 770-2863477.
TASHLICH, BUBBLES, AND BOATS!
Bring your own bread, picnics, lawn chairs
and blankets and celebrate the Jewish
tradition of Tashlich, October 9, 12:15 p.m.2:00 p.m., Lake RB, at MJCCA Zaban Park.
Experience the tossing of breadcrumbs into a
body of water, a symbol of our “sins” being
carried away. Enjoy paddle and bumper boats,
an exciting bubble show, and fun songs with
Rabbi G. This event is free and open to the
community. For more information, contact
Rabbi Glusman, at 678-812-4161 or rabbi.
glusman@atlantajcc.org.
EXPOSED DANCE FESTIVAL. Vertigo
Dance Company presents “Vertigo 20,”
October 22, at 8:00 p.m. This performance is
part of “Exposed,” a six-week contemporary
dance and physical theater festival featuring
Israeli and local artists, October 8-November
19, at Georgia State’s Rialto Center for the
Arts. For details, visit exposedfestivalatl.com/
event/vertigo-dance-company-vertigo-20.
CELEBRATE SUKKOT. The MJCCA’s
Sukkot Fall Festival Celebration is October
23, 12:00 noon-2:00 p.m., at Zaban Park.
Activities will include live bluegrass music,
a scavenger hunt, a petting zoo, arts & crafts,
fruit sampling from Sprouts Farmers Market,
and more. This event is free and open to the
community. For more information, contact
Rabbi Glusman, at 678-812-4161 or rabbi.
glusman@atlantajcc.org.
HONORING NORMAN RADOW. Atlanta
Israel Bonds will recognize businessman and
philanthropist Norman Radow, at its annual
gala dinner, November 7, at the Grand Hyatt
Atlanta. The guest speaker is Ambassador
Danny Danon, Israel’s Ambassador to the
United Nations. Atlanta Israel Bonds is on
pace to exceed $50 million in sales this year
and, nationally, Development Corporation
for Israel/Israel Bonds is looking to achieve
in excess of $1 billion in sales domestically
for the fourth straight year. For details about
investing in Israel Bonds or the gala dinner,
contact the Israel Bonds office, at 404-8173500 or at atlanta@israelbonds.com.
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Adam’s Favorite Kugel (Dairy)
My dear friend Margie Stern shared this
recipe with me. Her grandson Adam has
named this dairy kugel “the best in the
world.” Simply rich and fabulous!
Serves about 8-10.
1 12-ounce package of fine egg noodles
pinch of salt
1-2 tablespoons oil
1 cup sour cream
8 ounces whipped cream cheese (soften by
leaving at room temperature)
1 stick melted butter
6 eggs
1 1/2 cups sugar
1 tablespoon vanilla
Topping:
1 cup Graham cracker crumbs
4 tablespoons melted butter or margarine
4 tablespoons sugar, plain or with a shake
of cinnamon
Optional: 1 cup finely ground pecans
Prepare noodles according to package
directions, adding salt and oil to boiling
water; drain.
Whisk together butter, vanilla, eggs,
and sugar. Mix in cream cheese and sour
cream.
Add mixture to cooked, drained
noodles, and combine well. Pour into a
greased 9” x 13” pan.
Mix topping ingredients, and sprinkle
on top of kugel.
Bake for 45 minutes at 350 degrees,
uncovered.

Recipes
Wild Rice by Chef Shlomo
From KosherEye.com
By Chef Shlomo Schwartz
“This Rosh Hashanah wild rice is rich
in color and flavor,” says Chef Shlomo.
“This recipe is inspired by the tradition of
dipping apples in honey on the eve of Rosh
Hashanah, to symbolize the ultra-sweet year
we hope G-d will grant us. The dish has a
great balance of sweetness that comes from
the apricots and cranberries and a nice level
of acidity from the apple cider vinegar.”
1 cup wild rice
1 1/2 cups dried apricots, sliced thin
1 cup sliced toasted almonds (optional for
those who avoid nuts on Rosh Hashanah)
1/2 cup dried cranberries
1/4 cup mint, chiffonade
1/2 cup olive oil
1/4 cup apple cider vinegar
1/2 teaspoon salt
Freshly ground pepper
Prepare rice according to package
directions.
If serving the dish warm, combine all of
the ingredients with the wild rice while it is
still hot. Adjust seasoning to taste with salt
and pepper.
If serving at room temperature, combine
the oil and vinegar with the wild rice while
it is still hot, let it cool, and add the rest of
the ingredients. Adjust seasoning to taste
with salt and pepper.
-----

-----

Kosher BBQ
From page 42

course, the laws of kashrut prohibit the
mixing of meat and dairy products. You
don’t have to be Jewish to enter, but you
need to follow the rules to the letter.”
One other twist for a kosher BBQ
competition is the timing. Because of
the Jewish Sabbath, contestants need
to prepare their entries under rabbinic
supervision—provided by the Atlanta
Kashruth Commission for this event—on
the Thursday preceding the competition.
The meat is then locked in a refrigerated
truck and delivered to the teams after the
Sabbath. Smokers are lit around midnight,
and cooking takes place throughout the
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night.
“For the competitors, it’s a really
festive night,” Pollack noted. “There’s
a spirit of camaraderie and shared
adventure—although you only share so
much.”
Attendees get to sample what the
competitors prepare, but Pollack warns
that samples are small and are available
only as long as supplies last. But other
food will be available for purchase during
the event.
In addition to the competition, there
will be music provided by the Atlanta
Jewish Music Festival and attractions for
children.
For additional information, contact
marketing@TheatlantaKosherBBQ.com
or 770-580-3897.

Slow Cooker Tzimmes
From my personal recipe files

Serves approximately 8-10 as a side dish.
1-2 lbs. sweet potatoes, peeled and cut into
small chunks
2 cups baby carrots or full sized carrots
sliced into 1” pieces
3 parsnips, peeled and diced
3 cups dried fruit (such as apples, apricots,
prunes)
2 cups orange juice
4 tablespoons honey
1/4 cup brown sugar
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
Optional: 1 lb. flanken, short ribs with
bones, or cut-up chuck
Place fruits and vegetables in a 5-6
quart slow cooker and combine well.
Sprinkle with brown sugar and seasonings,
and then add the orange juice. Drizzle the
honey on top of everything. Replace lid. Set
temperature on low, and let cook for 8-10
hours.
Alternatively: Simmer, covered, in the
oven at 225 degrees, for about 6 hours.
----Apple Sangria
A refreshing beverage to toast the New Year
3 cored, peeled, and chopped apples
6 ounces triple sec
1 bottle sparkling wine, such as Hagafen
Cuvee or Bartenura Prosecco
16 ounces chilled ginger ale or Sprite
4 ounces orange juice

Thinly sliced oranges for garnish
Macerate apples in triple sec and
orange juice, 4 hours or overnight.
Just before serving add other
ingredients. Mix with wooden spoon.
Enjoy!
----Cousin Barbara’s Apple Cake
A Scher family recipe
I make this cake every Rosh
Hashanah. It is moist, parve, and luscious.
Extra perfect with a scoop of parve vanilla
ice cream on the side.
3 cups flour
1/3 cup orange juice
5 eggs
1 3/4 cups sugar
1/2 teaspoon salt
3 teaspoons baking powder
1 cup oil
2 1/2 teaspoons of vanilla
8 medium apples, peeled and thinly sliced
1 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
2 teaspoons sugar
pan.

Generously grease and flour a tube

With electric mixer on low, combine
first 8 ingredients, until well blended.
Mix sliced apples with cinnamon and
sugar.
In pan, layer batter and apples—about
3 times ending with batter.
Bake for approximately 1 hour and 30
minutes, at 350 degrees.
Remove from pan when cool.

MISH MASH

By Erin O’Shinskey

WE CARE. Estee Bolnick, daughter of
Jonny and Bev Bolnick and Torah Day
School of Atlanta middle school student,
hosted a bas mitzvah and celebration of
life and good health. Estee wanted to give
back to Zichron Chana Baila, a program
that sends children “We Care” packages,
created as a chesed by other children.
Shortly after being diagnosed, at age
seven, with type 1 diabetes, Estee received
a “We Care” package that brought her
joy and comfort. As a chesed at her bas
mitzvah party, she and her friends created
hand-painted pillowcases, with uplifting
messages, for “We Care” packages.

Estee Bolnick with her hand-painted
pillowcase
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Federation News
COMMUNITY
CAMPAIGN.
Jewish
Federation of Greater Atlanta (JFGA) has
officially kicked off its 2017 Community
Campaign—100 Days of Impact. After
last year’s success, Federation will repeat
its shortened campaign model, enabling
the organization to better plan for spring
allocations and to use the time getting to
know donors. Volunteers, under the guidance
of Campaign Chair Mark Silberman and
Campaign Vice Chair Joanne Birnbrey, have
been reaching out across Greater Atlanta,
asking for support for the 2017 Annual
Community Campaign. There is much to be
energized about at Federation these days,
with incoming CEO Eric Robbins bringing
new energy to Atlanta’s Jewish community.
Super Sunday, Federation’s largest
phone-a-thon, will be held on Sunday,
October 30, at The Alfred and Adele Davis
Academy, 8:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Volunteer
callers are welcome and encouraged, as this
is an opportunity for community members
to make an impact.
Visit JewishAtlanta.org/SuperSunday
for more information and to sign up for a
shift. For questions about Super Sunday,
contact Joel Abramson, at jabramson@
jewishatlanta.org or 678-222-3718.
WOMEN’S PHILANTHROPY EVENT.
JFGA’S Women’s Philanthropy division
will host its Fall
Campaign
event
on November 16,
featuring
Jane
Weitzman,
former
executive
vice
president of Stuart
Weitzman Shoes and
first vice president
of Stuart Weitzman
Jane Weitzman
Retail. She will
speak about the
power of the collective—when women
get together and give together, they can
accomplish incredible things. Chairs for the

event are Charlotte Marks, Nancy Galanti,
and Julie Kleinman. There is a minimum
gift to attend of $365 or a household gift of
$730 to the 2017 Annual Campaign. Dinner
will be served. For information, visit www.
jewishatlanta.org.
ANNUAL UNDER 40 SIGNATURE
EVENT. On Saturday, August 27, more
that 550 young adults attended Federation’s
Under 40 Signature Event, held at Fernbank
Museum of Natural History. The annual
event, co-sponsored by Birthright Israel
Atlanta, was co-chaired by Sarah Arogeti,
Kate Kratovil, Julie Pizitz, and Andrew
Pizitz. Federation’s Under 40 provides
young adults with opportunities to meet
new people, give back to the community,
and refine leadership skills.

Event Chairs (from left) Sarah
Arogeti, Kate Kratovil, and Julie and
Andrew Pizitz

Sarah Hirsch, Sarah Arogeti, and
Sara Belza

More than 550 young adults attended the Under 40 Signature Event
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A holiday message from
With 5777 nearly upon us, we
reflect on the year that has passed and
look forward to a bright future as the
next year approaches. As we strive
to be a better people, do more good
deeds, and live fulfilled lives, we must
take into consideration how we can
positively impact the lives of our friends,
family members, and the entire Jewish
community.

As we prepare for the holidays, we should
also keep in mind that September is TaySachs Awareness Month. Tay-Sachs is
perhaps the best-known Jewish genetic
disease, thanks to the large-scale public
health awareness campaign of the 1970s
and 1980s. During that time, screening
for Tay-Sachs became so widespread and
mainstream that the prevalence of this
devastating disease within the Jewish
community was reduced by 90%. Now,
the children of that generation who had
previously been screened need to be
reminded of the importance of getting
tested for Tay-Sachs, as well as the
additional 100 diseases that have since
been included on the genetic screening
panel.

The present-day public health
initiative bringing this issue to the
forefront is JScreen, a national non-profit
genetic screening initiative that brings
the innovative technology of genetic
screening and peace of mind to your front
door. JScreen, which you can use from
comfort of your couch, tests for more than
100 different genetic diseases, and its new
Jewish panel screens for more than 40
diseases that are common among people
of Jewish ancestry. Even more, JScreen
provides results to you by way of a
certified genetic counselor, so you can ask
questions, better know what your results
mean, and talk through all of your options,
to help ensure you or your loved one has a
healthy baby.

We have a suggestion for your first
good deed to start the New Year off
right. (And we promise that it’s much
easier than starting some new-wave
diet.) JScreen challenges you to mention
genetic screening to five people over the
course of the high holidays. Whether it’s
at a meal, services, or in passing, you have
the capacity to change people’s lives. Tell
them to visit JScreen.org; from there they
can learn more, request a DNA “spit kit”
be mailed to their home, or ask a question.
From the JScreen family to yours, we
wish you a happy and healthy New Year!
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KS Family Law celebrates 25 years
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Kessler & Solomiany, LLC, known
as KS Family Law, recently celebrated its
25th anniversary of practicing family law
in downtown Atlanta. The firm now also
has a Sandy Springs office and a practice
throughout Georgia.
KS Family Law’s 12 lawyers and 20
staff hosted a small celebration on August
17, to commemorate the occasion. Present
were many of Atlanta’s finest lawyers,
judges, and other professionals, who
enjoyed an evening of reflection on the past
25 years.
Founding partner Randall Kessler said,
“It does not seem like it’s been 25 years
since we handled our first divorce case. We
have been fortunate to be able to work with
and get to know so many wonderful people,
even though it was often during such
difficult times. The bonds we have made
will last forever, and we look forward to
the next 25 years of helping people through
their family law predicaments.”
Wayne Morrison (front, from left) and Steven Kirson; (middle, far left and right) Michael Deeb and Louis Tesser; and
(back) Doriet Fischer, Sean Ditzel, Thad Woody, Robert Miller, Marvin Solomiany, Randall Kessler, Lindsay Dodson,
and Karine Burney

Jesse Itzler headlines JELF fundraiser
On August 30, more than 650 people
gathered at Flourish Atlanta to honor
longtime Jewish Educational Loan Fund
(JELF) activists and community leaders
Marianne and Stephen Garber. Chaired by
Joan and Eddie Birnbrey and Nancy and
Ronnie Galanti, the event featured Jesse
Itzler, author, entrepreneur, philanthropist,
and co-owner of the Atlanta Hawks. He
spoke about his career, tools and strategies
for success, and his most recent book, Living
With a SEAL.

JELF is a non-profit organization
that grants interest-free loans to Jewish
students in need of financial aid in pursuing
a higher education. In addition to bringing
together so many to show appreciation to
the Garbers for their efforts on behalf of
this worthy endeavor, the evening resulted
in raising more than $250,000 to add to its
endowment.

“JELF’s mission is especially relevant
in a time where student loan debit is at an
all-time high,” said Jenna Shulman, JELF’s
CEO. This organization is dedicated to
serving the needs of Jewish students in need
to give them an opportunity to succeed that
wasn’t otherwise afforded to them.”
“By the end of this year, we will have

awarded $800,000 in interest-free loans
across our five-state region,” said Marianne
Garber, JELF board president. “At a 4.6%
interest rate, a JELF recipient can save more
than $2,600 on a $5,000 loan...think about
the ability that JELF has to lower the student
loan debt of Jewish students in our area.”
To make a donation or for more
information, visit jelf.org/donate.

Joanne Birnbrey,
Jesse Itzler, and
Nancy Galanti

Nancy Galanti,
Eydie Koonin, and
Joanne Birnbrey

Marianne Garber (from left) with son
and daughter-in law, Adam Garber
and Sara Landis, and Stephen Garber

Karen Paz and Roy Cranman
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Peachtree Hearing has opened
under the direction of Dr. Melissa Wikoff.

PEACHTREE HEARING IS BRINGING
BETTER HEARING AND BALANCE CARE
TO ATLANTA!
Hearing better every day makes a big difference!
Imagine being able to go to dinner at a restaurant and
easily follow the conversation. Imagine never missing
another moment because you simply couldn’t hear.

Hear for yourself

Don’t delay!
Call today to schedule your
appointment at Peachtree Hearing.

GRAND OPENING!

Receive a FREE hearing loss consultation
and a FREE demonstration of
UNIQUE – the groundbreaking
hearing aid technology from Widex.

General Hearing Loss Consultation
Live Hearing Aid Demonstration

at Peachtree Hearing’s

FREE
Expires 10/30/16

FREE

Parkaire Medical Center
4939 Lower Roswell Road
Building A, Suite 107
Marietta, GA 30068

ELECTRONIC DRY-N-GO

(with every premium binaural purchase)

Expires 10/30/16

(404) 334-9544
www.PeachtreeHearing.com

DAM_Peachtree_10.25x12.5_0916.indd 1
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Prices and items good at
your 2205 Lavista Rd, Atlanta, GA;
2090 Dunwoody Club Dr., Atlanta, GA;
4880 Lower Roswell Rd, Marietta, GA;
4920 Roswell Rd, Atlanta, GA; 227 Sandy
Springs Pl, Sandy Springs, GA and 318 Mall
Blvd, Suite 100 Savannah, GA Kroger stores.
Prices and Items are effective
September 21st through October 11th, 2016

4.99
WITH CARD

98¢

Gala
Apples

Sweet
Potatoes

5 lb Bag

lb

7.99

lb

WITH CARD

Alle Boneless
Chuck Roast

2.69

2/$5
WITH CARD

79

Kroger Honey Bear

Osem Bamba Peanut Snack

12 oz

1 oz

¢

WITH CARD

WITH CARD

Lipton
Soup & Dip Mix

Kosher Atlantic Salmon

WITH CARD

99

Yehuda Yahrzeit
Memorial Candle

Kedem Grape Juice

Gold’s Horseradish
Select Varieties, 6 oz

Select Varieties, 4.5-5 oz

Select Varieties, 64 fl oz

Manischewitz Noodles

2.59
Manischewitz
Matzo Ball Soup

WITH CARD

7.99

Select Varieties, 12 oz

2/ 5

WITH CARD

WITH CARD

Select Varieties, 1.9-4.09 oz

6.99

$

2.39

¢

WITH CARD

2.65 oz

lb

WITH CARD

Fresh, Farm-Raised

3.99
Round
Challah Bread
In the Bakery

Copyright ©2016 – Kroger. None sold to dealers. We reserve the right to limit quantities and to correct printing errors.
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Have a sweet year. And share what Rosh Hashanah means to you.
#RoshHashanahPublix
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