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 As the world gets more complicated 
and diverse, man seems to address the 
confusion of the multiplicity of issues and 
concepts by invoking a set of absolutes by 
which to judge and function. In too many 
cases, these pillars are accepted from others 
rather than being the outcome of rational 
self-analysis. Objectivity gives way to 
subjectivity, and thought seems to turn into 
taking conditions and fitting them into the 
cubbyhole of our personal playbook.
 Whether it is in interpersonal 
relationships, political issues, business 
principles, or national and international 
dealings, the motivation appears to be 
to confront for the purpose of posturing. 
It seems as though we do not desire or 
educate towards understanding.
 In a short story that ran as a serial piece 
in the February, March, and April 1936 
issues of Esquire, F. Scott Fitzgerald states 

that, “The test of a first-rate intelligence is 
the ability to hold two opposed ideas in the 
mind at the same time, and still retain the 
ability to function.”
 What a powerful statement!
 Perhaps we need to step back and 
question what has given rise to what 
appears to be growing quarrelsome 
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Resolution not revolution

personas. Are our actions primarily 
motivated by personal recognition, wealth, 
and power? Is the development of the first-
rate intelligence that Fitzgerald refers to 
above being redefined as based on money 
and the imposition of a particular point 
of view? Where and how is the ultimate 
goal of achieving a mutually acceptable 
understanding achieved if the motivation is 
for one party to be declared the victor?
 One of the beauties of Judaism is that 
it encompasses so much more than just 
theology. Through the centuries, there has 
been an entire culture built by our ancestors 

dealing with all aspects of life, laws, 
responsibilities, duties, and education. It is 
no surprise, therefore, that we have a rich 
tradition in seeking a deeper understanding 
through introspective dialogue.
 Dialogue is nothing new; however, 
there is a difference between dialogue and 
disputation. In search of understanding 
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“The test of a first-rate intelligence is the ability to 
hold two opposed ideas in the mind at the same time, 
and still retain the ability to function.”

F. Scott Fitzgerald

and meaning, and in concert with the idea 
of reconcilement of conflicts, the Jews 
developed what is known as the Talmudic 
method of text study. As is evident from the 
name, the method primarily is attached to 
Talmudic study of the written text, but the 
concepts certainly can be applied to other 
areas of inquiry.
 Harry Austryn Wolfson, who was 
born in Belorussia in 1887 and emigrated 
to the United States in 1903, was a 
historian of philosophy. Among his 
many other accomplishments, he was 
on the faculty of Harvard University and 

became a professor of Hebrew literature 
and philosophy. During that time, he also 
served as a professor at the Jewish Institute 
of Religion. In his book Crescas’ Critique 
of Aristotle, he speaks about the Talmudic 
method of text study, which addresses not 
only the literal meaning of a text but also 
what is implied.
 What is particularly interesting is his 
explanation of how this method deals with 
contradictory statements. He comments 
that in this method of study, “Statements 
apparently contradictory of each other 
will be reconciled by the discovery of 
some subtle distinction, and statements 
apparently irrelevant to each other will be 
subtly analyzed into their ultimate elements 
and shown to contain some common 
underlying principle. The harmonization 
of apparent contradictions and the 
interlinking of apparent irrelevancies are 
two characteristic features of the Talmudic 
method of text study.”
 Maybe we should stop and think about 
what Fitzgerald was saying. Would we 
not all be better off if, when we addressed 
issues, we would keep in mind the valid 
points of opposing ideas? As with the 
Talmudic method, the objective should be 
to reconcile differences, not exacerbate 
them.
 There should be no conflict between 
strong leadership and humanitarian 
compassion. The intent should be 
resolution, not revolution.

EYDIE KOONIN 
c. 404.697.8215 o. 404.237.5000
eydiekoonin@atlantafinehomes.com

KERI GREENWALD 
404.307.6000 o. 404.237.5000
kerigreenwald@atlantafinehomes.com

“The Team Friends Recommend”

© MMXV Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Equal Housing Opportunity.   
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.

 

EYDIE 
KOONIN 
GROUP



January-February 2015 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN Page 3

What’s
HAPPENING

ISRAELI CONSULATE CHANUKAH 
PARTY. The lovely Chanukah reception 
given by Ambassador Opher Aviran and his 
wife, Talyah Aviran, was attended by none 
other than Georgia Governor Nathan Deal 
and First Lady Sandra Deal, as well as some 
40 other guests, including Attorney General 
Sam Olens and wife Lisa, Temple Rabbi 
Peter Berg, Mrs. Karen Kerness, Republican 
Jewish Coalition’s Chuck and Bonnie Berk, 
and Coca-Cola’s Joel and Amy Neuman. 
Rabbi Adam Starr, president of the Atlanta 
Rabbinical Association, lit the menorah and 
led attendees in the blessings.

Rabbi Adam Starr, Rabbi Paul Kerbel, 
Mrs. Melissa Kerbel, First Lady 
Sandra Deal, Georgia Governor 
Nathan Deal, Karen Kerness, Mrs. 
Talyah Aviran, Rabbi Peter Berg, and 
Ambassador Opher Aviran

MIRIAM PASS BOTNICK’S 35 YEARS 
OF SERVICE. Miriam Botnick has just 
been honored for her amazing and dedicated 
35 years with the Georgia Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman Program, which she has served 
since its inception, safeguarding the rights 
of nursing home residents. She is the oldest 
and longest serving certified ombudsman 
in Georgia. “No one has ever stayed this 
long before,” she notes, “and it is doubtful 
anyone else will ever do so again.”
 During this time, she has worked 
part-time at the Merchandise Mart, run 
an Alzheimer’s support group, attended 
graduate school, raised three kids, and cared 
for her ailing mom, Bertha Pass. The rest of 
the time she had off.
 Miriam says that her official retirement 
date was January 1, but she won’t be going 
anywhere. She’s starting a new project 
called Last Stop, which helps seniors make 

their final plans—buying a burial plot, 
finalizing a will, and making other such 
arrangements. She is also starting a support 
group for people with Trigeminal Neuralgia.
 Miriam is 79 years old; she has been 
married for 55 of those years to husband 
Marvin.
 Miriam is very modest about her 
achievements but does offer the following 
advice on volunteering: “It’s good for you to 
volunteer, especially if you are out of work 
or retired. It looks good on your resume 
and might even work into a job.” It’s great 
advice. If Miriam ever decides to seek a job 
here at the JG, we understand she’s well- 
connected—though we have to warn her, 
the pay’s not that good.

Miriam Botnick

HAPPY 50TH, DULCY AND JERRY. 
Dulcy and Jerry Rosenberg’s 50th wedding 
anniversary gala was a spectacular and 
amazing event, held at the magnificent Estate 
on Piedmont Road, formerly Anthony’s. 
 The food was delicious, the 
guests interesting, the band rocking, 
the conversation brilliant, the remarks 
intriguing,  and the repartee witty.
 Their children were in full attendance 
and gave moving tributes to the couple.
 One of the highlights of the party was 
visiting with Jerry’s elegant and gracious 
mom, philanthropist Elinor Rosenberg, and 
seeing the guests paying their respects to her 
and treating her like the royalty she is.
 Dulcy and Jerry will be deservedly 
recognized as Citizens of the Year 
on Saturday, February 28, when the 
Georgia Chapter of the Crohn’s & Colitis 
Foundation will hold its annual Torch 
Gala, celebrating its 25th year of honoring 
dedicated volunteers. For info on tickets and 
sponsorships, call 404-982-0616, or e-mail 
Krista at KHeckler@ccfa.org.
 We enjoyed talking with Jerry’s bro, 
Phil, who told us all about his new band and 
his work helping wounded veterans. He is 
founder and CEO of Rosenberg Financial 
Group and Rosenberg Asset Advisory 
Services, working “exclusively for the 

client’s best interest...finding what’s the very 
best product in insurance and in investments 
and in retirement planning.”
 As a U.S. Army veteran and a Knight 
of the Million Dollar Roundtable (MDRT) 
Foundation, Phil has taken a special interest 
in the plight of our wounded veterans. The 
MDRT just donated $10,000 to the Shepherd 
Center’s SHARE Military Initiative, which 
helps veterans of Afghanistan and Iraq 
recover from brain trauma.
 As Phil says, “Our vets are the finest 
individuals in America, and they are 
bearing an unbelievable burden for all of 
our freedom here in the U.S.; they need to 
have all of our respect and also our support 
emotionally and financially, too; never 
seen so much damage to life and limbs and 
mental and emotional capacities as in this 
war. It really saddens the heart that so few 
sacrifice so much for all of us. 
 “G-d speed to all of them and their 

families, too.” 
 Phil feels strongly that the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs should be 
giving better treatment to them “once they 
get home.... They deserve so much more; 
they are our true heroes today.” 
 Since its formation in 1959, the MDRT 
Foundation has granted more than $28 
million to charitable organizations. It serves 
people in 70 countries and all 50 U.S. states.

DORI GINSBURG—MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE. Originally a corporate 
executive, Dori Ginsburg gave up that life 
to help others and make a difference in the 
community—”to leave the world a better 
place.” 
 She has been active in a variety 
of charities, most recently with a local 
philanthropic network providing “something 
warm” for the homeless. The groups, 
luv4wrd and Mercy Care, have teamed up 
with their primary sponsor, Flip Burger, to 
provide meals and clothing to the homeless 
in Atlanta. By installing a free app on your 
cell phone and taking and sharing pictures, 
Dori says, “You can help needy people. 
Every picture you post helps someone less 
fortunate. This is a no-brainer.”
 In just the last year, Dori has managed 
Robb Pitts’ political campaign for Fulton 
County Commission chairman, participated 
in an IRS pilot program to help people avoid 

BY Reg
   Regenstein

See HAPPENING, page 4
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tax-related identity theft, trained Fortune 
500 executives to help improve their 
effectiveness in dealing with people, and 
sat on the Board of Equalization in Fulton 
County, hearing property tax appeals.
 But she always finds time to help those 
who are less fortunate.

PARADIES SUPPORTING VETERANS. 
Atlanta-based, family owned and operated 
Paradies, the nation’s largest U.S.-based 
airport concessionaire, will be the co-title 
sponsor of the 2015 Leave No Veteran 
Behind Opportunity Fair, a series of airport 
events to spur business and employment 
opportunities for our military veterans. 
 “The Leave No Veteran Behind 
Opportunity Fair is a tremendous program, 
and we are proud to be a lead sponsor in 
the ongoing effort to employ our nation’s 
veterans,” said Gregg Paradies, president 
and CEO of Paradies.
  Paradies, which has been around for 
half a century, is the premier concessionaire 
in the industry. Named Best Airport Retailer 
for the past 19 consecutive years by Airport 
Revenue News, the company operates over 
550 retail and dining locations in more than 
75 markets across the United States.

DEBBY BERGER FIGHTS FOR 
ANIMALS. Atlanta native Debra Berger 
is the new Georgia state director for the 
Humane Society of the United States. HSUS 
(hsus.org), the nation’s largest and most 
effective animal protection organization, 
recently celebrated 60 years of advocacy. 
Debra has been a volunteer with HSUS for 
many years and is enthusiastic about the 
opportunity to continue working with other 
advocates to reduce animal suffering in 
Georgia. 
 Those of us who have known and 
worked with Debra over the years know that 
HSUS could not have found a better person 
to head up its Georgia activities. She is 
married to psychologist Joe Berger, whom 
we could use over here at the JG to help us 
recover from all the holiday stress.
 If you want to be part of the effort to 

help animals in Georgia, contact Debra at 
dberger@hsus.org. 
 Debra also started the Georgia Center 
for Humane Education (GCHE), which 
had a fabulous fundraiser at Jerry Farber’s 
Side Door nightclub, in the Landmark 
Diner, at Roswell and Blackland Roads, 
in Buckhead. There were comedians, 
musicians, an auction of beautiful animal 
art, and delicious Mediterranean food—all 
vegetarian, so nothing had to die, including 
the guests.
 That same month, Jerry also hosted 
events for the Wounded Warriors Project 
and a group that trains seeing-eye dogs. 
Jerry does so much for so many worthy 
groups, but sometimes we think he does too 
much. The other day, he asked us about a 
group he had donated to, and we told him 
we had never heard of The Salvation Air 
Force.

Jerry Farber

MODELS’ ANNUAL LUNCHEONATA. 
Former super model and now event 
arranger Martha Jo Katz tells us that each 
December, for about the last 15 or more 
years, former models and fashion directors 
have been gathering for a luncheon called 
Luncheonata, in tribute to Rich’s famous 
Fashionata event and its legendary maestro, 
Sol Kent. Between 30 and 40 women, all of 
whom modeled from the ‘60s to the ‘80s, 
attend. Martha Jo says, “It is great to see 
everyone that we worked with and worked 
for at this once-a-year event.” And they all 
still look fabulous! 

Beth Ann Taratoot (from left), JoAnne 
Donner, Deanne Whitlock, Linda 
Nash, and Martha Jo Katz

ESTHER LEVINE. One of the highlights 
of the recent Marcus Jewish Community 
Center of Atlanta book festival was the 
reception held for the Esther G. Levine 
Community Read, named after Atlanta’s top 

author escort and literary/book promoter.
 The two authors who spoke were 
Steven Pressman and Martin Goldsmith. 
Esther’s husband is Dr. Michael Levine, the 
beloved pediatrician to so many of our kids 
over the years.

Dr. Michael Levine, Martin Goldsmith, 
Esther Levine, and Steven Pressman

MORE AWARDS FOR DANA SHEPARD. 
Proud Mom Rita Moses tells us exclusively 
that her lovely and accomplished daughter, 
Dana Moses Shepard, now living in New 
Orleans, has won two more honors. She 
received the Young Leadership Council 
2014 Role Model Award in August and 
was named a 2014 Woman of the Year by 
CityBusiness magazine. 
 Dana has worked for over 20 charities 
over the last two decades and says, 
“Volunteering is how you make a difference 
in the world.”
 Dana grew up in Atlanta. Considering all 
the good work she does for the community, 
we should never have let her leave our city.

POLICE BOOSTER EMILIE POSNER 
HAAS. With law enforcement officers 
under criticism and attack all over the 
country, Emilie Posner Haas is doing her bit 
to support our brave police officers, who put 
their lives on the line every day to keep us 
safe.
 In honor of the second birthday of the 
City of Brookhaven, Emilie and Collette 
McDonald arranged the first annual police 
appreciation luncheon, held on two days in 
mid-December at the Osborne Recreation 
Center, where dozens of officers enjoyed 
lunch provided by grateful local residents 
and businesses.
 Emilie tells us exclusively, “The 
officers were so happy to know how much 
they are appreciated. They have made such 

Happening
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a difference for Brookhaven residents and 
businesses.”
  Since Emilie doesn’t cook, she provided 
the paper products, decorations, and lots of 
energy and encouragement. Anyone living 
in Brookhaven and wanting to help with 
next year’s luncheon can e-mail Emilie at 
posnere@bellsouth.net.
 Emilie is happily married to our friend 
since childhood, urologist Dr. Joseph Haas. 
He was the smartest person any of us knew, 
and he even won the senior Bible award 
at Westminster—not bad for a nice Jewish 
boy.

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE 
OF THE BULGE. It’s the 70th anniversary 
of World War II’s Battle of the Bulge. We 
think of the many brave veterans who 
fought in that battle, including the late Elliot 
Goldstein, who headed an artillery battalion 
that held off two German SS divisions.
 Later to become a prominent Atlanta 
attorney, Goldstein was commanding a 
small American battalion that was nearly 
destroyed while holding off the Nazis during 
the attack at the start of the battle.
 The event is of special significance, 
because it pitted a Jewish commander of an 
inexperienced and outnumbered unit against 
a powerful and notorious SS division.
 This little-known, but crucial, 
engagement helped slow down the German 
offensive long enough to allow the U.S. 
forces to mount a counteroffensive and go 
on to defeat the Germans. 
 In the Battle of Parker’s Crossroads, 
this hard-pressed American unit was able 
to delay the advance of a crack German 
force, the tough and brutal 2nd SS Panzer 
Division, and helped prevent it from 
breaking through to U.S. fuel supplies and 
the Belgian port of Antwerp. The German 
SS unit had earlier committed numerous 
atrocities, including wiping out the peaceful 
village of Oradour, in France, killing almost 
all the men, women, and children. 
 If anyone would like a detailed account 
of the battle, e-mail us at Regenstein@
mindspring.com.

SANDY BERMAN’S NEW BOOK. Sandy 
Berman’s historical novel, Klara with a K, 

begins in the 
last days of 
World War II, 
in Germany, 
at the 
Buchenwald 
Concentration 
Camp, and 
f o l l o w s 
18 -yea r-o ld 
Klara Werner 
to Atlanta 
during the 
turmoil of 

the Civil Rights era, when she again faces 
turbulent times and difficult issues.
 “I am intimately familiar with the 
unique perspective of Jewish Holocaust 
survivors who found freedom living in a 

Debra Berger

Collette McDonald (from left), Chief 
of Police Gary Yandura, and Emilie 
Posner Haas See HAPPENING, page 5
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region where 
Jim Crow rules 
and restrictions 
were eerily 
similar to the 
Nuremberg laws 
that victimized 
their families in 
Europe,” says 
Sandy. “Klara 
with a K tells 
a particular 

survivor story 
that is reflective 

of the many true survivor stories I have 
documented over the years.”
 Sandy is the founding archivist at 
The William Breman Jewish Heritage 
Museum in Atlanta. During her 28 years at 
The Breman, until her retirement in 2013, 
Berman interviewed countless Holocaust 
survivors who made their homes in Atlanta 
prior to and immediately after World War II.
 Klara with a K is available on Amazon. 
The introductory chapter is available for 
preview at www.sandybermanauthor.com.
 We’ve written a few books ourself 
and can offer Sandy and other authors 
the following advice: Never read your 
reviews—when they’re bad, they depress 
you; and when they’re good, they’re never 
good enough.
 But we’re sure Sandy’s book will get 

the high acclaim it deserves.

JAZZ PIANIST JOE ALTERMAN’S NEW 
CD. Joe’s new CD, Georgia Sunset, is 
finally available for purchase. Joe says that 
this project, which has been over a year in 
the making, “is a dream come true in so 
many ways. Produced by legendary tenor 
saxophonist Houston Person and featuring 
his playing on five tracks, this album also 
features one of my favorite rhythm section 
teams: bassist Reuben Rogers and drummer 
Gregory Hutchinson. A nice blend of trio, 
quartet, saxophone/piano duo and solo 
piano tracks, this album also features a very 
special piece that I co-wrote with another 
hero of mine, the great Les McCann.” 
 Joe is the son of Marty and Richard 
Alterman.

Joe Alterman

Sandy Berman

WOODRUFF FOUNDATION GIVES $1 
MILLION TO JHLC. The Trustees of the 
Robert W. Woodruff Foundation recently 
authorized a $1 million grant to be given to 
the Jewish Home Life Communities (JHLC) 
for construction of the Berman Commons, 
its new assisted-living community in 
Dunwoody.
 Scheduled to open in March of 2015, 
Berman Commons will be an additional  
assisted-living community owned and 
managed by JHLC, which has been caring 
for seniors since 1951. Located across from 
the Dunwoody campus of Georgia Perimeter 
College and adjacent to the 55-acre Marcus 
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta, the 
community will have 90 studio and one-
bedroom apartments, 32 of which will be in 
the secure Ackerman Memory Care wing. 
 The grant adds to JHLC’s enormously 
successful capital campaign, which had 
already raised more than $7.5 million for 
Berman Commons prior to the Woodruff 
gift.
 “We are so appreciative that the 
Woodruff Foundation understands the 
growing need for quality care options for 
the elderly,” said Stephen M. Berman, past 
board chair of JHLC and namesake for 
Berman Commons. “This new community 
will provide seniors who want to age in 
place with an active, beautiful environment, 

where they can stay connected to their 
family, their community, and their lifestyle.”
 JHLC President and CEO Harley Tabak 
explains, “This project has been a vision of 
our leadership since 2007, when we realized 
that our current capacity was not going 
to keep up with the demand of the aging 
population in Atlanta. Our proximity to the 
MJCCA and the easily accessible location 
in Dunwoody will make it a convenient 
destination point for families across metro 
Atlanta.”
 Open to all, Berman Commons will 

enable seniors to age in place, while 
continuing to participate in activities they 
have always enjoyed. The supportive 
services will be personalized for each 
resident, providing as much or as little 
assistance as needed. 
 The funds generated by the Berman 
Commons capital campaign will be used to 
provide exceptional living spaces, beautiful 
outdoor gardens, and other amenities 
that create an engaging and fulfilling 
environment for residents and their families. 
 What began as The William Breman 

Jewish Home has expanded and grown over 
the past 60+ years to become Jewish Home 
Life Communities, a comprehensive system 
of life-care communities and services that 
meets the many needs of seniors and their 
families. Jewish Home Life Communities 
includes The William Breman Jewish 
Home, Aviv Rehabilitation Center, The 
Zaban Tower, The Cohen Home, Berman 
Commons, The One Group, Meyer Balser 
NORC and Weinstein Hospice. 

Jewish Home Life Communities news

Berman Commons nears completion (Photo: Aerial Innovations of Georgia, Inc.)
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 The sixth Annual Atlanta Jewish Music 
Festival, March 12-23, is the only annual 
celebration of Jewish music in the South, 
featuring local, regional, national and 
international Jewish musicians.

Georgia native Hannah Zale

 “AJMF6 is going to be our biggest and 
best yet,” Founder and Director Russell 
Gottschalk said. “I’m most excited about 
the spotlight we’ve given Israeli performers 
at our Main Event, offering Atlantans and 
visitors from around the South a chance to 
connect to Israel here at home. From our 
smallest stage on Opening Night to the 
huge crowd at the Atlanta Community Food 
Bank Hunger Walk/Run, from our local 
talents to our international rock stars, there 
is something for everyone at this year’s 
signature Spring Festival.”

 The AJMF6 events are for all ages, 
free, and open to the public unless noted 
otherwise:

• Thursday, March 12, 7:30 p.m. and 9:30 
p.m. – Opening night
Jump Babylon will perform at Steve’s 
Live Music. Visit steveslivemusic.com/
ajmf-presents-jump-babylon for more 
information and tickets. 

• Friday, March 13, 7:30 p.m. – Shabbat 
Service
Ahavath Achim Synagogue and 
Congregation Bet Haverim musicians will 
perform at Ahavath Achim Synagogue. 

• Saturday, March 14, 9:00 p.m. – Zale & 
Friends
Atlanta native Hannah Zale debuts her new 
solo and will perform at Steve’s Live Music. 
Visit steveslivemusic.com/hannah-zale-
cd-release-show for more information and 
tickets. 

• Sunday, March 15, 12:00 noon – Atlanta 
Community Food Bank Hunger Walk/Run
The 31st annual event will be held at Turner 
Field. Walk/run begins 2:00 p.m. Visit acfb.
org for more information and registration.

• Sunday, March 15, 7:30 p.m. – Red Heifers
Performance will be held at Congregation 
Beth Shalom.

• Friday, March 20, 6:30 p.m. – Shabbat 
Ruach
Rabbi Brian Glusman, Cantor Lauren 
Adesnik, Sammy Rosenbaum, and local 
musicians from the AJMF community will 
perform at Temple Emanu-El.

• Saturday, March 21, 8:45 p.m. – Main 
Event (Age 13 + only)
Israeli artists Yael Deckelbaum and Diwan 
Saz will perform at Variety Playhouse. 

Visit variety-playhouse.com/event/atlanta-
jewish-music-festival for more information 
and tickets.

• Sunday, March 22, 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
– Interfaith Dialogue 
Members of Diwan Saz will converse with 
community leaders. Location and details to 
be announced.

• Sunday, March 22, 4:30 p.m. – Cantorial 
Showcase
Cantors Adesnik, Hartman, Kassel, and 
Margolis will perform at Temple Emanu-El. 

• Monday, March 23, 8:00 p.m. – Holocaust 
Remembrance Concert
Dr. Laurence Sherr, Summit Trio, and local 
Atlanta musicians will perform at The 
Temple.

 AJMF thanks presenting sponsors 
The Marcus Foundation, Fulton County 
Arts and Culture, and the Mayor’s Office 
of Cultural Affairs; supporting sponsors 
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta, 
and Mailchimp; and the individuals, 
organizations, and foundations that enable 
its work. For more information, visit 
atlantajmf.org.

The Annual Atlanta Jewish Music Festival returns for its sixth year

 In November, 165 bike riders from 
around the world met in the Negev to 
participate in the Arava Institute & Hazon 
Israel Bike Ride, a five-day bike ride through 
the desert. This ride marked the event’s 
12th year; Jewish National Fund has been 
a sponsor for the last ten. The sponsorship 
came about as the result of the partnership 
that JNF developed with the Arava Institute 
of Environmental Studies, in 2002.
 “Even if you have visited Israel many 
times or lived there, there is nothing like 
being in, riding through, and experiencing 
the Negev as a participant in the Israel 
Ride,” said Morris Maslia, captain of Team 
JNF Atlanta. The team, comprising 14 riders 
this year, is the largest group to take part 
from the area since JNF started an official 
Atlanta team seven years ago. In that time, 
the Atlanta team has raised about $150,000, 
while JNF as a whole has raised more than 
$1.5 million.
 While each rider feels a special 
connection to Israel, having a local 
platform to build upon that tie helps grow 
interest. “Team JNF fueled the Israel 
Ride’s growth and prominence in Atlanta,” 
explains Beth Gluck, a ride participant and 
JNF’s Southeast regional director. “JNF is 
committed to raising funds for the Arava 
Institute for Environmental Studies, as a 
component of its strategic Blueprint Negev 
plan, JNF’s major initiative to revitalize 
Israel’s southern region. Our team enhances 
the experience and becomes yet another 
platform for our promotion of this great 
ride.” 

 

  Each rider commits to a minimum 
fundraising goal of $3,600, but many raise 
even greater amounts. Funds are used to 
support student scholarships at the Arava 
Institute and various programs at Hazon. 
The Arava Institute for Environmental 
Studies offers a life-changing academic 
program that brings Israeli Jews and 
Arabs, as well as Palestinian, Jordanian, 
and North American students, together, 
using environmental study as a shared 
goal. The word hazon means “vision.” 
Hazon works to create a healthier and 
more sustainable Jewish community and a 

healthier and more sustainable world for all.
 In addition to contributing to a good 

cause, riders have a chance to view Israel 
from a perspective different from any other. 
“The ride was an amazing experience on 
many levels—from seeing Israel in a totally 
different, exciting, and intimate way, while 
learning about the history and current 
situations throughout the desert area, to the 
interesting and wonderful people we met, 
and everything in between,” said Charlotte 
Marks, one of the members of JNF Team 
Atlanta.
 Each day features three route options 
based on skill and intensity level: Shomrim, 
or beginners, ride an average of 30 miles 
each day, stopping at lunch and then touring 
in the afternoon; Tzofim, the intermediate 
riders and typically the largest group, ride 
from hotel to hotel, about 55 miles daily; 

Chalutzim, the most advance group, 
average 75 miles, with additional 
mileage and climbs. Shabbat is spent 
at the breathtaking and inspiring 
Mitzpe Ramon, with communal prayer 
options, discussions, hiking, and yoga.
 “This was my second Israel Ride, 
and it was at least as challenging, 
engaging, and fun as the first one,” 
said Jeffrey Kirsh, another member of 
Team JNF Atlanta. “It was a special 
treat to travel along those beautiful 
roads again with some old friends and 
to take new paths and make many new 
friends.

  For more information about the ride 
and how you can be a part of Team JNF 
Atlanta, contact Beth Gluck, at bgluck@jnf.
org or 404-236-8990, ext. 851.

Biking in Israel’s Negev Desert a journey like no other 

Team JNF Atlanta

Morris Maslia, captain of Team JNF
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See MJCCA, page 8

DISNEY’S ALADDIN, JR. From February 
26-March 8, Jerry’s Habima Theatre, 
Georgia’s only theatrical company directed 
and produced by professionals and featuring 
actors with special needs, will celebrate its 
22nd season with the charming Disney’s 
Aladdin, Jr. 

Disney’s Aladdin, Jr. at Jerry’s 
Habima Theatre

 The first two performances take place 
during Jewish Disability Awareness Month, 
which is recognized annually in February.
 Jerry’s Habima Theatre received 
a prestigious National Endowment for 
the Arts Challenge America Grant in 
December 2014. Additionally, it received 
the 2007 Spirit of Suzi Bass Award for 
its long-term and consistent contribution 
to professionalism in Atlanta theater. All 
productions are held at the Marcus Jewish 
Community Center of Atlanta’s Morris & 
Rae Frank Theatre, 5342 Tilly Mill Road, 
Dunwoody. 
 Jerry’s Habima Theatre is produced 
under the auspices of the MJCCA’s Blonder 
Family Department for Special Needs and 
the Arts & Culture Department. Each year, 
together with local professional actors from 
the community, Jerry’s Habima Theatre 
performers (ages 18+) present a Broadway 
musical. 
 The Blonder Family Department for 
Special Needs is chaired by Lowell Fine. 
Jerry’s Habima Theatre’s 22nd anniversary 
is co-chaired by Terri Bagen and Janet 
Cadranel. 
 Disney’s Aladdin, Jr. is directed by Heidi 
McKerley, who has been in professional 
theater for 26 years as a producer, director, 
actress, teacher, playwright, and costume 
designer. She is married to Jeff McKerley, 
who will choreograph the production. 
“Jerry’s Habima Theatre is a very important 
part of the arts in Atlanta, and their artistic 
mission fits into our personal artistic 
mission, which is to tell great stories and 
change people’s lives,” said Heidi. “We look 

forward to telling this highly entertaining, 
touching, and funny story about the 
possibilities that life gives us when we have 
the freedom to be who we want to be.” 
 Lois Blonder, benefactor of Jerry’s 
Habima Theatre, in loving memory of her 
husband, Jerry Blonder, said, “It gives me 
such joy to witness all of the lives that have 
been deeply touched by this remarkable 
theater and to see how far it’s come in 
22 years. From the dedicated actors that 
pour their hearts into each production to 
the inspired audiences who can’t help but 
respond with standing ovations—all are 
overcome with the enormous impact of 
these performances.” 
 “Having experienced this remarkable 
theater over the past two decades, I am 
overwhelmed by the magnitude of emotions 
that are felt by the actors, their families, and 
the audiences,” said Terri Bagen. “Jerry’s 
Habima Theatre has gone beyond my 
wildest dreams, and I am so amazed and 
awed each time I see a performance. I leave 
every show with a huge smile on my face.” 
 Ms. Cadranel adds, “This year is 
my first year serving as a Jerry’s Habima 
Theatre co-chair. For years, I have been a 
part of this special theater as a patron and 
a supporter, but now I am seeing what 
happens behind the scenes as well. What I 
have always found to be so powerful is how 
Jerry’s Habima Theatre continues to provide 
a safe place for self-expression. I see these 
actors come alive on stage, without the fear 
of not being accepted, because the audience 
allows them just to be themselves. And for 
these actors, who turn their disabilities into 
abilities night after night, the affirmation 
and the applause are priceless.”
 “The participants of this special theater 
company achieve new levels of self-
confidence, motivation, and socialization 
from the intensive, three-month process of 
rehearsals and performances,” said Fine. 
“This unique program provides a wonderful 
opportunity for developing new skills 
through a meaningful theater experience.”
 General admission tickets are $35, 
and $15/children 12 and under. MJCCA 
members tickets are $25, and $10/children 
12 and under. 
 For additional information or to 
purchase tickets, call the MJCCA’s Box 
Office at 678-812-4002, or visit www.
atlantajcc.org/boxoffice. 

GET READY FOR CAMP. Online 
registration for MJCCA summer day camps 
is now underway. There are more than 100 
options for children ages 5-14, including 
traditional, specialty, teen, performing arts, 
and sports camps, which start the week of 
May 26 and run through August 7. 

 New camps for 2015 include:
• Performing Arts Camp at Emory (rising 
1st-8th-graders): For the first time, MJCCA 
is hosting its popular performing arts camp 
both at its Zaban Park campus and Emory 

University. Campers taking part in this two-
week theatrical extravaganza will experience 
every element of theater—from acting and 
movement to music and choreography, all 
while rehearsing for productions of The 
Wizard of Oz and Peter Pan. 
• Hebrew Immersion Program (Gesher) 
(rising K-1st-graders): This seven-week 
camp offers an unprecedented Hebrew-
learning opportunity for children in a fun-
filled camp environment. Campers enjoy 
a full camp schedule of swimming, sports, 
archery, and arts and crafts, while learning 
to comprehend and speak Hebrew naturally, 
by listening to and engaging with counselors 
and peers throughout the day. 
• Welcome to Hogwarts (rising 3rd-6th-
graders): The world of Harry Potter comes 
to life for Muggles! From potions class and 
quiddtich practice to “Defense Against the 
Dark Arts & Crafts,” aspiring young wizards 
will experience this magical world through 
games, craft projects, scavenger hunts, and 
more.
• Rock Band (rising 6th-9th-graders): Teens 
can rock out and form their own bands, 
while learning techniques for engaging 
an audience, developing chemistry on 
stage, and working together with band 
mates to make great music. Campers with 
intermediate-to-advanced skill in guitar, 
bass, keyboard, and drums, as well as 
vocalists of all types, are welcome. 
• Mini Hawks Basketball Camp (rising 
K—first graders): In collaboration with the 
Atlanta Hawks, this camp offers a fun and 
exciting introduction to basketball. Through 
a variety of games and drills, campers 
will work on coordination, balance, and 
fundamental skills designed to keep players 
engaged and allow for accelerated learning.
 Popular returning programs include: 
Aerial & Acrobatics, Atlanta Hawks 
Basketball, Atlanta Hawks Dance (led by the 
Atlanta Hawks Cheerleaders), Chess, Color 
War, Disney Princess, Fencing, Graffiti Art, 
Junk Art, Lego Robotics, Meteorology, 
Need for Speed Travel, Painting Frenzy, 
Spy, Video Game Builders, and Water 
Wipeout camps.
 MJCCA Director of Day Camps 
Meryl Rindsberg said, “Whether they are 
into Harry Potter, musical theater, Legos, 
basketball, cheerleading, or fishing or 
they are budding circus performers, ninja 
warriors, astronauts, or Medieval knights, 
the MJCCA has a camp ideally suited to their 
interests.” Rindsberg notes that campers 
will also continue to enjoy the high-quality 
camps and activities for which the MJCCA 
is known, including swimming, tennis, 
horseback, and travel, among a variety of 
numerous other sports.

 MJCCA day camps include free bus 
transportation from 23 convenient metro 
Atlanta locations and discounts of $25 per 
week for campers who attend six or more 
weeks of camp.
 For more information, call 678-812-
4004, or visit www.atlantajcc.org/camps. 

NEW AT THE WEINSTEIN SCHOOL. 
The MJCCA is excited to announce 
improvements to one of its two nationally 
accredited preschools, The Weinstein 
School. All improvements will be complete 
in time for the 2015-2016 school year. The 
preschool is located on the MJCCA’s Zaban 
Park campus. 
 The renovations include the creation 
of a dedicated infant and toddler wing, 
with state-of-the-art classrooms specifically 
designed to meet the needs of the school’s 
youngest learners. 
 Additional enhancements include an 
art studio and music room. There will also 
be a sensory room, where children can 
touch, feel, and explore to encourage the 
development of gross and fine motor skills, 
hand-eye coordination, language, and social 
skills; this room will provide a soothing 
environment for calm play as well as an 
opportunity for sensory adventure. 
 For more information, including 
registration, call 678-812-3800. 

BRILL INSTITUTE WINTER/SPRING 
CLASSES. The MJCCA’s Lisa F. Brill 
Institute for Jewish Learning features 
new courses this semester, such as: Israeli 
Literature as a Window into Israeli Society; 
Uncovering Kabbalah: Secret Knowledge in 
Judaism, Spirituality and Jewish Ideology; 
It’s Good to be King; and Dramas of Jewish 
History. 
 Classes, which start throughout January 
and February, are offered at the MJCCA’s 
Zaban Park campus, as well as several 
other locations in metro Atlanta, including 
Emory University. Daytime and evening 
options are available; classes are open to the 
community. 
 Institute Director Dr. Shelley Buxbaum 
says, “Our classes are really for people of 
all ages and denominations. Adults of any 
faith, who are interested in world religion 
and how it shaped the past and influences 
our lives today, will find classes of interest.” 
 The Lisa F. Brill Institute for Jewish 
Learning, Atlanta’s largest Jewish education 
program, was the recipient of the 2014 
Florence Melton Award for Outstanding 
Achievement.
 Partnerships with such prestigious 
learning institutions as Emory University, 
which hosts classes through its Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute, and Oglethorpe 
University, which has hosted classes in the 
past, enhance the program and open it up 
to a more diverse audience, according to 
Dr. Buxbaum. She adds that this semester 
marks the return of one of the program’s 
most beloved instructors, Rabbi Analia 
Bortz, who is leading two classes. 
 For a complete schedule of 2015 

 MJCCA News

MJCCA summer day camp
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By Dot Sparer

 When Rabbi Eric Linder first set foot in 
Athens, in June 2012, he almost had it all—a 
great job and a new house in a comfortable 
Southeastern community similar to the one 
in which he grew up. What was missing was 
that special someone to share it all with.
 He had moved from his position as 
associate rabbi at Temple Israel, in Omaha—
“a position which taught me a lot about the 
rabbi I want to be”—to lead Congregation 
Children of Israel, in Athens, replacing 
Rabbi Emeritus Ronald Gerson. 
 Rabbi Linder was 38 years old and 
ready to meet his soul mate. He was 
convinced he would have to find her by 
having a succession of tedious dates and, 
most likely, by commuting to Atlanta.
 A few weeks after he arrived in Athens, 
he was invited to a party hosted by a 
congregation member with an eye toward 
matchmaking. The host wisely invited 
Rabbi Linder’s soul mate-to-be to the party 
as well, and he got it right. They met in an 
oh-wow moment. Sparks flew, bells rang, 
and the stage was set. Happily ever after? 
No, not quite yet.
 Emily Mouilso, the object of Rabbi 
Linder’s romantic epiphany, started the 
conversation with, “Did my mother send 
you?” She was sure her mother had staged 
their meeting in order to get her to participate 
in temple life. Besides, she assumed she’d 
be single for the time being. She had just 
moved into a house and was busy finishing 
up the last year of a Ph.D. program, in 
clinical psychology, at the University of 
Georgia.
 Nevertheless, the fuse had definitely 

been lit. “She knew immediately that she had 
met an extraordinary person,” her mother, 
Renee Mouilso, remembers. “He brought 
light and laughter into her life, and she 
needed that, because her 
work involved people 
with serious problems. 
So she decided to date 
him.” 
 They dated and 
dated. And drove and 
drove. First back and 
forth to Charleston, 
where Emily was 
completing her pre-
doctoral internship 
at a VA hospital, and 
then—after she earned 
her Ph.D.—to and from 
Augusta, where she 
was working on her 
postdoctoral fellowship. 
 They saw each 
other mostly on 
weekends. “After about 
two months,” Rabbi 
Linder recalls, “there 
wasn’t any romance yet, 
but there was a solid 
foundation of friendship, intellectual banter, 
and a lot of healthy teasing—mostly about 
my cooking.”
 By this time, Rabbi Linder had gone 
a long way toward meeting his goal: “I 
want to help people understand Judaism 
in a way that’s meaningful to them. I hope 
to make Judaism accessible and joyous to 
everyone.” As a result, he had members of 
the congregation on his side. They became 
fascinated observers of this will-they-or-

won’t-they drama, waiting hopefully and 
expectantly for the next chapter of what was 
surely going to be a lifelong love story.
 Things became more serious just before 
the High Holidays, but it was turning out 
to be more like a suspense thriller than a 
drama, because there was even more dating 
and driving. But finally, Rabbi Linder says, 

“Emily became the love of my life. In ten 
months she became my fiancée.” 
 When Emily brought Rabbi Linder 
home to meet her parents, in East Troy, 
Wisconsin, “We could tell right away that 
she was happy with him,” Renee Mouilso 
says. But he still had to pass the ultimate 
test—meeting Emily’s grandmother. “She 
has met the boyfriends and girlfriends of 
all her grandchildren and a lot of them have 

failed the test. But she took an instant liking 
to Eric,” Emily’s mother says. “He passed 
the test immediately with flying colors.” 
 At least another 10 months went by 
before the wedding countdown began, 
with bridal showers and tireless planning 
of every detail. On October 31, 2014, at 
Congregation Children of Israel, Eric and 
Emily were called up to the Torah in front 
of a sanctuary packed with congregants, 
friends, and family for their first aliyah 
together at an Aufruf Shabbat.
 The grand finale took place at The 
Temple, in Atlanta, on November 2. It was 
a fairytale wedding, well suited to what 
seemed to be a fairytale romance. Klezmer 
Local 42, the Athens band that often features 
Rabbi Linder on the saxophone, provided 
the musical accompaniment, appropriately 
playing “The Luckiest” by Ben Folds when 
Emily walked down the aisle on the arm of 
her father, Jack Mouilso. 
 “I was shedding tears, along with 
everyone else,” Rabbi Linder’s father, 
Michael Linder, remembers. “The wedding 
was spectacular. I’m still thinking about it,” 
he adds. “It was such a meaningful, deeply 
moving ceremony.” 
 And so, amid smiles and copious tears 
of joy from friends and relatives in the full 
sanctuary, Rabbi Linder and Emily Mouilso 
exchanged their vows and their rings and set 
the seal on their future together.
 “I see a wonderful future for them,” 
Lois Linder predicts. “Their future will 
include mutual respect and love as well as 
service to their community.” 
 “Thinking about it, the story is not 
over—it is just beginning,” Rabbi Linder 
concludes. “We love each other very much, 
and we both feel each of us makes the other 
laugh, learn, and love.”

classes, or to register for a class, visit 
www.atlantajcc.org/brill. 

LIGHTWIRE THEATRE COMES TO 
THE MJCCA. On February 8, at 11:00 
a.m. and 2:00 p.m., Lightwire Theatre 
bring its cutting edge technology, moving 
sculpture, and dance to the MJCCA, 
as it brings new life to Hans Christian 
Andersen’s The Ugly Duckling and Aesop’s 
fable The Tortoise and the Hare. Both 
performances will be held at the MJCCA’s 
Morris & Rae Frank Theatre. This program 
is ideal for ages 4-10.
 Lightwire Theatre creators Ian Carney 
and Corbin Popp met while dancing in 
Twyla Tharp’s Broadway show Movin’ 
Out. An immediate connection was 
made, as they discovered their mutual 
love of art, theater and technology. After 
coming across a product called EL wire, 
the lights turned on. “EL wire” is short 
for electroluminescent wire; unlike black 
lights, the technology can be powered by 

batteries and requires no theatrical lighting. 
The possibilities seemed endless. Together 
with their wives, Eleanor and Whitney, they 
began to develop puppetry-based creatures 
that quickly gained personality. Lightwire 
Theater, with its dazzling visuals, poignant 
choreography, and creative use of music, 
ranging from classical to jazz to pop, 
literally brings these beloved tales into a 
new and brilliant light.
 Tickets are $10 - $20, with discounts 
for students, seniors, and groups. For 
information, visit www.atlantajcc.org/
boxoffice, or call 678-812-4002.

MJCCA
From page 7

The Ugly Duckling 

Romance for the rabbi

Emily and Rabbi Eric Linder

 It was a Sunday in October, and I was 
all excited because my nephew Josh and 
his wife, Robyn, were bringing over their 
three-year old daughter, Samantha, to visit. 
Before I go any further, I must say I am a 
lucky person because I have several nieces 
and nephews who live here, and we get 
together quite often. I love them all very 
much.
 I have always known that Samantha is 
very bright. For instance, when they visit—
not right away, but pretty soon—she says to 
me, “Aunt Marice, I love you, can I have a 
cookie?” All in one breath. I give it to her, 
and she is happy. How does she know to 
say “I love you” first? See, I told you she is 
smart. 
 On this particular Sunday, her 

grandfather and his wife came over, and it 
was looking like a fine afternoon. Samantha 
was nicely playing with the toys I keep for 
the children when they visit. After a pleasant 
hour or so of the grownups chatting, they 
said it was time to go. Well, ding dong, the 
room filled with huge sobs from Samantha. 
She did not want to leave. She had found 
a New Year’s hat and was wearing it. Her 
father told her to take it off, and she cried 
even harder. We are all just stood around 
quietly. 
 I went to the sofa where she was 
now lying, sat down next to her, and said, 
“Please don’t cry. We just want you to leave 
all the toys and the hat, too, so you and your 
cousins will have toys to play with when 
you come back. If you take the hat or any 
toy, you and the others will have nothing to 
play with when you all come back.” 
 She stopped crying! She had a very 
serious look on her face, and I knew she 
was thinking it over. 
 Then she suddenly had another look on 
her face—she was proud. And you know 
what? I was proud, too.

The wisdom of a child
BY Marice
     Katz
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BARING ALL FOR A.R.T. Art lovers and 
collectors will be treated to a showing of 
unique art at Breast Strokes, Hadassah 
Bares All for A.R.T. (Awareness, Research 
& Treatment), an unusual contemporary 
art exhibition presented by the women of 
Greater Atlanta Hadassah. On display will 
be 35 photos on canvas of women who 
volunteered to have their torsos painted and 
photographed, in order to raise money for 
breast cancer research.
 The exhibition will be part of The Big 
Reveal, A.R.T. Gala & Auction, to be held 
8:00-11:00 p.m., on Saturday, February 28, 
at the Westside Cultural Arts Center, 760 
10th St. NW., in Midtown Atlanta. Proceeds 
will benefit Hadassah’s groundbreaking 
breast cancer research.
 “We conceived of Breast Strokes as the 
kickoff event for Greater Atlanta Hadassah’s 
centennial,” said Phyllis Cohen, centennial 
chairwoman for the Hadassah chapter. 
“We’re also celebrating the 20th anniversary 
of our Check It Out! breast health awareness 
program, for young women in local high 
schools.”
 To prepare for Breast Strokes, event 
co-chairs Holly Strelzik and Barbara Lang 
recruited 35 models, several of them breast 
cancer survivors; 14 artists, who painted 
the models’ torsos during Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, in October; and eight 
photographers who photographed the 
finished torsos. Each model and her artist 
discussed the painting beforehand; the 
results included artists’ interpretations of 
Kandinsky, Monet, and Picasso paintings, 
as well as original paintings.
 Model and breast cancer survivor Sue 
brought her two sisters, also breast cancer 
survivors, who live in the Northeast and 
mid-Atlantic, to Atlanta to be models. Their 
mother also came to Atlanta to be painted 
and to support her three daughters.
 “I am a part of a very close and 
supportive family,” Sue said. “The breast 
cancer diagnosis we each received brought 
us even closer in ways we wouldn’t have 
imagined. When I reached out to my mother 
and sisters about Breast Strokes, they 
did not hesitate to say yes. Our Paint Day 
experiences are truly unforgettable, as we 
shared this time with many other models, 
artists, and photographers. We hope our 
participation as a family will strike a cord 
in raising awareness of and contributions 
for continued research in the next and future 
generations.”
 GAH’s honoree for The Big Reveal is 

Joanie Shubin, 
a community 
leader, advocate 
for women, and 
breast cancer 
survivor. Shubin, 
a Life Member 
of Hadassah, 
has volunteered 
to talk about 
her journey as a 

survivor at some of Hadassah’s Check It 
Out! presentations.
 Honorary chair for The Big Reveal is 

Susan Casella, 
a registered 
nurse and the 
breast health 
education and 
support service 
c o o r d i n a t o r 
at Northside 
Hospital Cancer 
Institute. An 
o n c o l o g y 

nurse educator 
with Northside 

Hospital’s Speakers’ Bureau, Casella is also 
the nurse educator for Check It Out!, which 
has educated some 35,000 young women 
in local high schools about the importance 
of breast self-examination and the early 
detection of breast cancer, the leading cause 
of cancer-related death among females in 
the United States.
 At the Breast Strokes Big Reveal, 
attendees can view and purchase the 
finished photographs on canvas, meet the 
participating artists and photographers, 
and enjoy cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, and 
desserts. The canvases are 30” x 24”, but 
attendees can order smaller sizes. A poster 
of all 35 torsos is available for purchase; 
there will also be a silent auction.
 Tickets are $50 online through February 
24; $65 thereafter. To purchase online, 
visit hadassah.org/atlanta/breaststrokes/
buytickets. For more information visit 
hadassah.org/atlanta/breaststrokes, or 
contact Holly Strelzik at carotopp@aolcom 
or Barbara Lang at barbphlang@aol.com. 
Sponsorship information is available at 
http://bit.ly/1xlBs7d.

GAH HONORED BY WELLS FARGO. 
Greater Atlanta Hadassah was honored by 
Wells Fargo with a $1,000 grant at the Days 
of Giving celebration in North Atlanta, on 
October 28, at the Marriott Perimeter Center.
 Greater Atlanta Hadassah was among 
240 metro Atlanta groups chosen by the 
bank’s team members for the recognition. 
The donation helped push total giving to 
more than $1.5 million across Georgia since 
the program’s beginning six years ago. 
 “We are honored to be one of the 69 
organizations in North Atlanta receiving this 
recognition. We very much appreciate Wells 
Fargo’s gift,” said Lee Tanenbaum, co-chair 
of Greater Atlanta Hadassah’s recent Touch 
A Truck Family Festival to Benefit Heart 
Health. “This gift will help support Every 
Beat Counts: Hadassah’s Heart Health 
Program and cardiac research at Hadassah 
Medical Organization. Heart disease is the 
#1 cause of death for women worldwide, but 
much of it is preventable. This health and 
wellness program emphasizes choosing a 
healthy lifestyle to promote healthy hearts. 
The program empowers women of all ages 
to make appropriate lifestyle choices for 
themselves and their families.”

Terrell Jones, Old Alabama store 
manager with Wells Fargo North 
Atlanta Community Banking (left), 
and Lee Tanenbaum, who accepted 
the gift on behalf of Greater Atlanta 
Hadassah

GAH OFFICERS INSTALLED. Greater 
Atlanta Hadassah’s installation of officers 
took place at Temple Sinai, on December 
4. Paula Zucker was installed as the 2015 
president by Ruthanne Warnick, president of 
Hadassah’s Southeastern Region. Outgoing 
President Sue Rothstein and her board were 
honored for their service and dedication. 

Lee Tanenbaum received Hadassah’s 2014 
Leadership Award, in recognition of her 
work as webmaster for the chapter and 
for her implementation of the successful 
Touch A Truck 2014 Family Festival to 
Benefit Heart Health, held in September. 
For more information about Greater Atlanta 
Hadassah, visit www.hadassah.org/atlanta.

AN UPLIFTING PROGRAM. The women 
of Greater Atlanta Hadassah are raising 
money for groundbreaking breast cancer 
research at Hadassah Medical Center, in an 
innovative and unforgettable way.
 On October 19, members and guests of 

Hadassah News

Joanie Shubin

Susan Casella

Sue Rothstein (left) presents the 
2014 Hadassah Leadership Award to 
Lee Tanenbaum.

2015 Greater Atlanta Hadassah Board: (from left) Co-Vice Presidents of 
Fundraising Eileen Cohn and Cheryl Gordon, Vice President of Education 
Wendy Kalman, Vice President of Communications Diane Fisher, President 
Paula Zucker, Co-Vice Presidents of Leadership Marsha Conner and Sheila 
Dalmat, Co-Vice Presidents of Membership Susan Berkowitz and Annie 
Kohut, Treasurer Judy Bart, and Recording Secretary Susan Shewmaker. (Not 
pictured: Co-Vice Presidents of Programming Edie Barr and Marni Hoffman) 
(photo: Joshua Cogan)

Ruthanne Warnick (left) installs 
Paula Zucker as the 2015 president 
of Greater Atlanta Hadassah. (photo: 
Joshua Cogan)

See HADASSAH, page 16
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2475 Delk Road, SE • Marietta, GA 30067

770-485-8069 • CosmoMarietta.com

Modern American Menu by Chef Niko Lambro

Monday- Thursday: 11am - 10pm • Bar: 12am
Friday and Saturday: 11am - 11pm • Bar: 1am

Sunday: 11am - 10pm • Bar: 11:30pm

Hosting Private Events
“A modern American menu includes American classics made perfectly 

with just a hint of curiosity how people dine on and feast abroad.”

To learn more and register, please visit campthunderbird.org

At YMCA Camp Thunderbird, we offer kids the CHANCE to grow 
mentally, physically, spiritually and socially. The lasting friendships 
and memories they make help shape their paths in life. It’s a 
CHANCE to learn new skills – whether it’s paddling to the shore or 
hitting a jump shot. 

It’s a CHANCE to make a fresh start and cultivate new friendships. 

Join us this summer at YMCA Camp Thunderbird.

YMCA CAMP THUNDERBIRD

TAKE A
CHANCE 

SAVE 
THE DATE

CAMP THUNDERBIRD OPEN HOUSE
Camp Thunderbird: 
One Thunderbird Lane, Lake Wylie SC 29710
SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 1-4PM

Davis Academy’s Mechina: Kindergarten Prep is a full school day  
academic program. Mechina students create, collaborate, 

 invent and investigate! Come see if Davis is the right fit for your child.  
Now accepting applications for Mechina: Kindergarten Prep – 8th grade. 

www.davisacademy.org

Where the Journey Begins 
Atlanta’s Reform Jewish Day School 
8105 Roberts Drive, Atlanta  30350

To schedule a personal tour, contact Lisa Mirsky,  
Director of Admissions, 678-527-3300, or lmirsky@davisacademy.org

Shopping for the Right Fit?

Available in Sizes 4 – 14!

Proud Affiliate of:



January-February 2015 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN Page 11

 
 

 
 

NINETEENTH ANNUAL LECTURE in the 
TENENBAUM FAMILY LECTURE SERIES in JUDAIC STUDIES 

 
 
 

SSaarraahh  BBuunniimm  BBeennoorr  
Assoc. Professor of Contemporary Jewish Studies 

Hebrew Union College, Jewish Institute of Religion 
 

Becoming Frum: How Newcomers 
Learn the Language and Culture 

of Orthodox Judaism 
 
 

There is more to becoming Orthodox than observing 
religious laws. Newly Orthodox Jews, or ba’alei teshuva 

(lit. ‘those who return’), encounter a very different 
culture, including new ways of talking, dressing, and 
acting. Focusing on the Yiddish and Hebrew words 

used by English-speaking Orthodox Jews, this lecture 
explores how “BTs” integrate into the community  

partly by taking on these new practices.  
 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 at 7:30pm 
Reception Hall 

Michael C. Carlos Museum, Emory University 
 
 

This event is free and open to the public 
Please join us for a reception following the lecture 

Free parking available at Fishburne 
and Peavine Parking Decks 

 
 

Cosponsored by the Hightower Fund, Laney Graduate School, Fox Center for Humanistic 
Inquiry, Graduate Division of Religion, Departments of History, Religion, Middle Eastern & 
South Asian Studies, Anthropology, and Sociology, and the 
Program in Linguistics. 
 

Dedicated to enhancing the quality and security 
of your life by providing in-home services customized 

to your needs since 2006.

A Bright 2015 Starts Here

www.careminders.com/dunwoody

KATZ FAMILY

FULL SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE   
•Up to 6 qts 5w20/30 or Dexos
•In-Stock Oil Filter 
•Courtesy Check w/ visual brake check

Not valid with other offers. Valid at above locations. Expires 6/30/2015 (j
g-
ca
p)

$3999

WE TAKE CARE OF EVERYTHING

820 Holcomb Bridge Rd
(East of Alpharetta Hwy.)

Roswell, GA
770-998-2974

2730 Town Center Dr. NW
(Across From Town Center Mall)

Kennesaw, GA
770-425-5300

463 Glynn St. N
(Hudson Plaza)
Fayetteville, GA
770-461-7731

920 Northside Dr. NW
(Across From GA Tech.)

Atlanta, GA
404-876-5879

1764 Cobb Parkway S
(North of Windy Hill Rd.)

Marietta, GA
770-952-0151

224 N. Main
(Corner of Mayfield)

Alpharetta, GA
678-689-2139

1105 Johnson Ferry Rd
(2 Miles South of Merchant Walk)

Marietta, GA
770-509-1838

 7 Convenient Locations

• Personal Insurance 
• Business Insurance
• Employee Benefits
• Executive Benefits

Call Rick Swerdlin
678.336.7370
888.297.6317

1215 Hightower Trail
Building B • Suite 120

Atlanta, GA 30350

icminsurance.com

THE RIGHT
COVERAGE

MAKES THE 
DIFFERENCE
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OPENING
NIGHT

GALA at 5:00 PM
FILM at 7:30 PM

JANUARY 28

OPENINGOPENING
NIGHTNIGHT

GALA at 5:00 PMat 5:00 PMat
FILM at 7:30 PMat 7:30 PMat

JANUARY 28JANUARY 28

Free parking for 
Opening Night provided 
compliments of

GENERAL ADMISSION $18
Includes fi lm only.
A $3 Cobb Energy Performing 
Arts Centre Facility Fee applied to 
all General Admission tickets.

GEN-Y 
RED CARPET VIP $150
Age 39 and under.

RED CARPET VIP $300
Opening Night Gala with 
food tasting, open bar, live 
entertainment and fi lm.

TICKET PRICES
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Join us for the Atlanta Premiere of Above and Beyond, an 
inspiring story of bravery and heroism. Before the fi lm, enjoy 

tastings and libations at the AJFF Opening Night Gala.

FEATURING THESE TOP CHEFS AND PURVEYORS 
FROM ATLANTA AND ISRAEL…

The untold true story of a ragtag band of volunteer airmen who 
mobilized in the skies above Israel to fi ght for the fl edgling 

nation’s survival. • Film details on page 72

ABOVE AND BEYONDABOVE AND BEYONDABOVE AND BEYOND
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28 • OPENING NIGHT
COBB ENERGY PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29
REGAL ATLANTIC STATION

FRIDAY, JANUARY 30
REGAL ATLANTIC STATION

SATURDAY, JANUARY 31
REGAL ATLANTIC STATION GTC MERCHANTS WALK

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1 • SUPER BOWL SUNDAY
REGAL ATLANTIC STATION GTC MERCHANTS WALK
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The Go-Go Boys
6:40 PM

Mr. Kaplan
9:00 PM

Dough
7:15 PM

Above and Beyond
7:30 PM

Opening Night Gala
5:00 PM

Gen-Y Night 
Presented by 
ACCESS
6:00 PM

24 Days
8:00 PM

24 Days
11:10 AMOnce in a 

Lifetime
11:25 AM

The Physician
1:50 PMChagall-

Malevich
2:05 PM

You Must
Be Joking
7:15 PM

Serial (Bad) 
Weddings
7:25 PM

Dough
8:35 PM

Self Made
9:40 PM Magic Men

9:50 PM Anywhere Else
10:00 PM

Little White Lie
11:00 AM

Regarding 
Susan Sontag
11:00 AM

Shorts
Program 1
11:10 AM

Deli Man
11:10 AM

Once in a 
Lifetime
1:20 PM

Secrets of War
1:30 PM

Dough
1:35 PMShorts

Program 1
1:50 PM

Belle and 
Sébastien
3:55 PM

Beneath
the Helmet
4:05 PM

Little White Lie
4:10 PM The Farewell 

Party
4:20 PM

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2
REGAL ATLANTIC STATION GTC MERCHANTS WALK

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
REGAL ATLANTIC STATION GTC MERCHANTS WALK

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
REGAL AVALON GTC MERCHANTS WALK

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5
REGAL AVALON GTC MERCHANTS WALK
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The Zionist
Idea: A History
1:15 PM

Gett: The Trial 
of Viviane 
Amsalem
2:30 PM

The Outrageous 
Sophie Tucker
6:30 PM

Closer to
the Moon
7:25 PM

24 Days
7:30 PM

Night Will Fall
8:15 PM

The Last 
Mentsch
9:00 PM

In Silence
12:15 PM The Last 

Mentsch
12:25 PM

Dancing
Arabs
2:35 PM

Raise
the Roof
2:50 PM

An Untold 
Diplomatic 
History
6:45 PM

The Return
6:45 PM

The Prime 
Ministers: 
Soldiers and 
Peacemakers
7:40 PM

Chagall-
Malevich
7:50 PM

The Farewell 
Party
9:00 PM

Zero
Motivation
9:00 PM

The Prime 
Ministers: 
Soldiers and 
Peacemakers
11:10 AM

Serial (Bad) 
Weddings
2:30 PM

In Silence
6:50 PM

A Place in 
Heaven
7:45 PM

24 Days
8:00 PM

Streit’s: Matzo and the…
12:10 PM

Magic Men
2:00 PM

The Last Mentsch
7:00 PM

Touchdown Israel
9:20 PM

Mr. Kaplan
9:10 PM

Félix and
Meira
11:15 AM

Closer to
the Moon
1:50 PM

Gett: The Trial 
of Viviane 
Amsalem
7:45 PM

Comedy 
Warriors
8:35 PM

GENERAL ADMISSION weekdays after 4:00 PM and all weekend shows  $13
SENIORS ages 65 & older
or STUDENTS with valid student ID
or CHILDREN age 12 & under  $10
MATINEE SCREENINGS Monday-Friday, start times up through 4:00 PM  $9
DELI MAN SCREENING AND DELI TASTING  $18*
* Deli tasting presented by The General Muir at Lefont Sandy Springs screenings only.

OPENING NIGHT
RED CARPET VIP includes Gala and fi lm  $300
GEN-Y RED CARPET VIP includes Gala and fi lm; ages 39 and under  $150
GENERAL ADMISSION includes fi lm only  $18*
* $3 Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre Facility Fee applied to all Opening Night General 
Admission tickets.

GEN-Y EVENTS
CREATIVE LOAFING ART PARTY  $18
GEN-Y NIGHT PRESENTED BY ACCESS  $18

CLOSING NIGHT
THE WOODRUFF ARTS CENTER, RICH AUDITORIUM
includes fi lm and dessert reception  $18

• All ticket prices include sales tax.

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT AJFF.org

HOW TO PURCHASE TICKETS

Tickets and additional information are available by calling the AJFF 
Box Offi ce directly at 866-214-2072.

A service fee of $2.50 per order applies to phone orders.

866-214-2072
0R PURCHASE BY PHONE

Tickets and additional information are available by calling the AJFF 

Tickets may be purchased at the theater venues during event 
hours only. The AJFF Box Offi ce will open one hour prior to the 
fi rst screening of the day, and will close 30 minutes after the 
last fi lm of the day begins.

AT THEATERS
OR PURCHASE AT THE BOX OFFICE

Tickets may be purchased online at AJFF.org. The AJFF website 
provides additional details about the fi lms, guest speakers, trailers 
and sold out status.

AT AJFF.ORG
MOST RECOMMENDED: ONLINE

Tickets may be purchased online at 

As additional information, including guest speakers, is 
confi rmed, details will be posted at AJFF.org.

For these announcements and other late-breaking 
information, you can also follow us on:

Facebook at
facebook.com/atljewishfi lm

Twitter
@atljewishfi lm
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14 • VALENTINE'S DAY

UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15

UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16 • PRESIDENT'S DAY
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS
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Serial (Bad)
Weddings
7:15 PM

You Must Be Joking
7:15 PM

Dancing Arabs
8:30 PM

Zero Motivation
9:40 PMAnywhere Else

10:00 PM

Dancing Arabs
11:00 AM

The Zionist Idea:
A History
11:00 AM

Soft Vengeance:
Albie Sachs and the 
New South Africa
11:10 AM

Apples from
the Desert
1:45 PM

Hester Street
1:55 PM

Belle and Sébastien
2:50 PM

Zemene
4:05 PMShorts Program 3

4:15 PM

The Outrageous 
Sophie Tucker
5:25 PM

1913: Seeds
of Conflict
6:25 PM

Sacred Sperm
6:35 PM

Dancing Arabs
8:15 PM You Must Be Joking

8:35 PMJ Street: The Art
of the Possible
8:45 PM

Once in a Lifetime
11:00 AM

Deli Man
11:00 AM Zemene

11:10 AM

24 Days
1:25 PM

The Zionist Idea:
A History
1:30 PM

The Physician
1:45 PM

Dancing Arabs
4:05 PM

Shorts Program 3
5:10 PM 1913: Seeds

of Conflict
5:20 PM

Avalon
7:50 PMThe Farewell Party

8:00 PM
Soft Vengeance:
Albie Sachs and the 
New South Africa
8:05 PM

The Farewell Party
11:40 AM Apples from

the Desert
11:50 AM

An Untold Diplomatic 
History: France and 
Israel Since 1948
2:10 PM

Dough
2:25 PM

Night Will Fall
6:50 PM

The Farewell Party
7:45 PM

Closer to the Moon
8:35 PM

Deli Man
9:15 PM

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19 • CLOSING NIGHT
WOODRUFF ARTS CENTER • RICH AUDITORIUM
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Theodore Bikel: In the Shoes of Sholom Aleichem
6:50 PM

Closing Night Dessert Reception

Anywhere Else
11:30 AMThe Last Mentsch

11:50 AM

The Outrageous 
Sophie Tucker
1:45 PMMagic Men

2:15 PM

The Return
4:15 PM

Surprise Encore Screenings
To Be Determined

See page 50 for full details.

Surprise Encore Screenings
To Be Determined

See page 50 for full details.

Theodore Bikel: In the Shoes of Sholom Aleichem
9:15 PM

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
REGAL AVALON GTC MERCHANTS WALK

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7
REGAL AVALON LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8
REGAL AVALON LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS
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Shorts Program 2
4:15 PM

Comedy Warriors: 
Healing Through…
11:00 AM

Gett: The Trial of 
Viviane Amsalem
11:05 AM

The Outrageous 
Sophie Tucker
11:15 AM

The Physician
1:30 PM

Zero Motivation
2:05 PM My Italian Secret:

The Forgotten Heroes
2:15 PM

Mr. Kaplan
7:15 PM

Dough
7:15 PM

Gett: The Trial of 
Viviane Amsalem
8:15 PM

Serial (Bad)
Weddings
9:35 PM

Self Made
9:40 PM

In Silence
11:00 AM

The Last Mentsch
11:00 AMTouchdown Israel

11:10 AM

Belle and Sébastien
1:15 PM My Italian Secret:

The Forgotten Heroes
1:25 PM

Secrets of War
1:35 PM

Apples from
the Desert
3:45 PM

Beneath the Helmet: 
From High School…
4:05 PM

Raise the Roof
6:00 PM

Deli Man Reception
7:00 PM

Deli Man
8:00 PM Deli Man

8:25 PM

The Prime Ministers: 
Soldiers and 
Peacemakers
8:10 PM

In Silence
12:10 PM

Mr. Kaplan
2:30 PM

The Physician
7:00 PM

The Shop on
Main Street
7:50 PM

Gett: The Trial of 
Viviane Amsalem
8:15 PM

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS
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Self Made
11:50 AMMr. Kaplan

12:20 PM

A Place in Heaven
2:10 PM

My Italian Secret:
The Forgotten Heroes
2:45 PM

The Prime Ministers: 
Soldiers and 
Peacemakers
7:00 PM

Horses of God
7:50 PMThe Physician

8:00 PM

Little White Lie
11:00 AMThe Prime Ministers: 

Soldiers and 
Peacemakers
11:20 AM

An Untold Diplomatic 
History: France and 
Israel Since 1948
1:00 PM

Zero Motivation
2:30 PM

Once in a Lifetime
3:15 PM

Touchdown Israel
6:40 PM

Félix and Meira
8:00 PM

Horses of God
8:00 PM

The Go-Go Boys
9:15 PM

The Outrageous 
Sophie Tucker
11:40 AMTouchdown Israel

12:25 PM

Chagall-Malevich
2:10 PM

Self Made
3:00 PM

Raise the Roof
6:35 PM Streit’s: Matzo…

6:45 PM

Félix and Meira
8:00 PM

Magic Men
9:00 PMIn Silence

9:10 PM

Raise the Roof
11:10 AMSerial (Bad)

Weddings
11:25 AM

Streit’s: Matzo…
11:35 AM

Félix and Meira
1:45 PM

Closer to the Moon
1:50 PM Shorts Program 2

2:00 PM
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 The Weber School has received a one 
million dollar gift from The Barbara and 
Sanford H. Orkin Family Foundation to 
establish and endow The Joseph Soriano 
Scholarship. The Scholarship honors 2004 
Weber alumnus Joseph Soriano (z”l), whose 
incredible intellectual curiosity, spirit, and 
athleticism made a profound impact on the 
lives of those around him, and who passed 
away in a tragic accident, in September 2012.
 The Joseph Soriano Scholarship is 
made possible through a major gift from 
The Barbara and Sanford H. Orkin Family 
Foundation, Inc., representing Joseph’s 
maternal grandparents, Sanford and Barbara 
Orkin; his parents, Sherri and Morris Soriano; 
his sister Julie (Soriano) Loftis and Stephen 
Loftis, Jordan Loftis, and Madison Loftis; 
his sister, Lauren Soriano (Class of ’02); and 
family members Laurie and David Ginburg, 
Brian Ginburg and Joanna Ginburg, Michael 
and Judy Orkin, Samara Orkin, Brennen 
Orkin and Kailey Orkin, Kenneth Orkin, 
Andrew Orkin and Elliott Orkin.
 The scholarship will provide up to four 
years of need-based support for a Weber 
student who demonstrates excellence in 
athleticism, strength in academics, and 
commitment to community.
 “Joseph thrived at Weber in every way,” 
said his grandfather, Sanford Orkin. “Our 
family wanted to perpetuate that legacy by 
creating an enduring means of honoring him 
at the school. The Joseph Soriano Scholarship 
will serve as a permanent memorial tribute to 
Joseph, perpetuating his name and his spirit, 
while providing significant financial support 
to deserving Weber students for years to 
come.”
 “We are moved by the incredible gesture 
of love for Joseph that his family has made to 
and through Weber,” said Rabbi Ed Harwitz, 
Weber’s head of school. “This named 
scholarship will be a living tribute to Joseph 
Soriano and will have a powerful impact 
on Weber’s future. Our community is very 
grateful.”  
 Board of Trustees President Tonia 
Sellers added, “We are deeply honored to 
have The Joseph Soriano Scholarship at 
Weber and appreciate what it will do for our 
school. Because the Orkin family endowed 
the scholarship, their gift will help secure 
Weber for the long term by providing an 
ongoing source of scholarship support that 
will help Weber grow by attracting students 
and supporting their success. We think that is 
the most meaningful way to honor Joseph.”
 “Weber alumni and their families are 
always a part of Weber,” adds Harwitz. “It 
is wonderful that the Orkin Family will be 
able to see Joseph’s legacy now and in the 
future.”
 Students entering Weber in fall 2015 may 
apply for The Joseph Soriano Scholarship. 

Generous gift 
endows 
scholarship at 
The Weber School

the Health Professionals group experienced 
a truly uplifting program. 
 After a program that included Dr. 
Rachel Schonberger speaking on recent 
medical advances at Hadassah Medical 
Organization and Barbara Lang presenting 
information about GAH’s February 28 
program, Breast Strokes, Hadassah Bares 
All for A.R.T. (Awareness, Research 
& Treatment), attendees completed the 
afternoon by creating beautiful, bedazzled, 
and beguiling bras for the Hadassah Up-Lift 
Initiative. The meeting was held at Adult 
Days of Dunwoody. 

Sandy Edelman hard at work 
decorating a bra

Finished products (photo: Sandy 
Edelman)

SOUTHEASTERN REGION OF 
HADASSAH HOLDS INSTALLATION 
OF OFFICERS. On November 16, the 
Southeastern Region of Hadassah held its 
installation of 2015 officers at the Hilton 

Garden Inn, Atlanta Perimeter Center, with 
Toby Parker installed as president. Phyllis 
Cohen, past president of Greater Atlanta 
Hadassah, presided over the installation. 
Ruthanne Warnick, current president, was 
honored for her outstanding service to 
Hadassah and the Southeastern Region with 
a presentation by Anita Levy, Hadassah 
National Board member and past president 
of the Southeastern Region.

Phyllis Cohen (left) installs Toby 
Parker as 2015 president of the 
Southeastern Region of Hadassah.

Anita Levy (left) ceremoniously 
presents the past-president’s pin to 
Ruthanne Warnick.

HANNUKAH PARTY. The lighting of 
the menorah, the sound of cheerful music, 
and the smell of latkes filled the air as, 
once again, Greater Atlanta Hadassah’s 
Ketura Group, in collaboration with the 
Huntcliff Summit staff, held a Hanukkah 
party for Huntcliff residents on December 
21. Ketura’s Ellen Frank and Huntcliff’s 
Bernice Mellman coordinated the event. 
The Baal Shem Tones provided the toe-
tapping music. 

Ketura volunteers help serve and 
spread cheer. (Photos: Peter Klokow)

Bernice Mellman, Huntcliff Summit 
program coordinator (from left); 
Harriet Trackman; and Edie Friedman 
look on as Ketura President Annie 
Kohut lights the Hanukkah menorah.

The Baal Shem Tones

MT. SCOPUS OFFICERS INSTALLED. 
The Mount Scopus Group of Greater 
Atlanta Hadassah hosted its election and 
installation of 2015 officers, December 
14, at the Clubhouse at Huntington 
Condominiums. Marsha Shulman, of 
Miami, past president of Greater Atlanta 
Hadassah, was the installing officer. The 
new officers are: President Malka Shulman, 
Treasurer Melanie Doctor, Programming 
Vice President Edie Barr, Membership Vice 
President Jennifer Yaffe, Education Vice 
President Lois Cohen, Recording Secretary 
Gwyn Gordon, Corresponding Secretary 
Loretta Bernstein, and Co-Vice Presidents 
of Fundraising Marilyn Perling and Regine 
Rosenfelder.

Hadassah
From page 9
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By Mindy Rubenstein 

 It is said that our character is what 
we do when we think no one is watching. 
Building strong character traits takes a 
lifetime, but teaching it starts with children. 
 At Chaya Mushka Children’s House, a 
Jewish Montessori school in Sandy Springs, 
a new Character Education program focuses 
on eight main areas: respect, endurance, 
chesed (kindness), individuality, honesty, 
internal joy, humility, and self discipline. 
 “The program allows teachers to 
share ‘life experience,’ rather than merely 
‘book experience,’” said Rebekka Strom, 
CMCH third- and fourth-grade teacher and 
developer of the program. “During these 
pivotal developmental years, character 
education is vital in emphasizing positive 
relationships and challenging the status 
quo.” 
 On October 24, the school, which 
includes first through sixth grades, launched 

the program with a school-wide assembly. 
Throughout the year, students are exploring 
the tenets of each trait, with weekly missions 
called “trait watchers,” as well as field trips 
and projects to apply their understanding of 
the character traits, Strom said. 
 The program included a school-wide 
parent lunch, hosted and served by the 
students on November 20.
 “This course will highlight these 
important qualities in a relatable and 
tangible way, underlining the holistic 
objectives of CMCH,” said Dassie New, the 
school’s director. 
 The first portion of the program, 
currently in progress, focuses on respect 
as it relates to four main areas: respect for 
self (recognizing G-d-given potential and 
value); respect for Creation (discovering 
that everything in our environment deserves 
our care and respect); respect for peers 
(emphasizing positive relationships and 
supportive language amongst colleagues 

and peers); and respect for authority—
parents, teachers, and rabbis (underlining 
the highest form of respect, reserved for 
elders).
 Throughout the year, students will 
learn to use appropriate language between 
students and teachers and feel confident 
in their own unique abilities, including 
intellectual, physical, and emotional, Strom 
said.
 “Character Education is a platform for 
teachers to share valuable life experience 
and lessons that have long-term potential,” 
she said. “As educators, we want to 
intentionally challenge our students to 
live lives of kindness and integrity. The 
implementation of Character Education is 
critical during the developmental stages 
of lower grades. This not only benefits 
students socially and personally in the 
longer term, but it also fosters a safe and 
supportive learning environment within all 
the classrooms.”

Character Education program kicks off with a focus on respect

By Beth Friedman

 Having already been through 
the siddur ceremony at the Davis 
Academy, when students receive 
their permanent siddur books, I was 
keenly aware of the planning and 
time commitment the siddur cover 
demanded. With my first son, I paid 
an embroiderer to sew on a family 
tree, while the back showcased photos 
of the family. I wanted to go all out 
for my middle son, who often seemed 
to get the short end of the stick, so 
I decided that needlepoint would 
display an intense labor of love. 
 Since I had no experience with 
this art form, I asked my aunt from 
Minneapolis if she would be interested 
in taking on this project. She was 
thrilled to accept the challenge, 
especially since I had given her ample 
time. After diligently working on it 
for several months, my aunt called 
me, distraught. Her arthritis had 
been acting up and she just couldn’t 
complete the siddur cover because of 
the pain and cramping in her hands. 
She hadn’t realized the magnitude 
of the project, and it was just too 
overwhelming. 

 With just four months until 
the deadline, I made my way to the 
Nimble Needle, in Sandy Springs. 
Desperate for someone to take 
over the needlepointing, I even 
contemplated taking a crash course 
and attacking the endeavor on my 
own. I decided against it, since I 
was deeply concerned about the time 
commitment and the tediousness of 
the task. I started to panic. How would 
I successfully complete the project in 
time to present it to my son? 
 The owner of the needlepoint 
store suggested that I contact one of 
their tried and true needlepointers, but 
warned me that it could be expensive. 
 All of a sudden, I heard a quiet, 
angelic voice from behind me 
whisper, “I’ll do it.”
 “What?!” I gasped, not sure I 
actually heard her correctly. “You’ll 
really do it? Of course I’ll pay you,” I 
promised. 
 “That’s okay” said this kind 
woman. “My kids are grown, my 
grandchildren are older. I have the 
time; in fact I was just looking for a 
little project.” 
 We exchanged phone numbers 
and a hug, and off she went to 

embark on a mitzvah that would 
change a little boy’s day and a 
mother’s belief in miracles. I had 
been frazzled and anxious that this 
project wouldn’t come to fruition, 
but Margie Sunshine stepped in and 
made a decision to offer kindness, 
compassion, and generosity in a world 
where people are so often apathetic 
or downright evil. She committed to 
finishing the beautiful needlepoint 
work in time to send it off to the final 
stage of finishing, which included 
putting on the protective cover. 
 I was so touched by this gesture 
made for a person she didn’t even 
know. It renewed my faith and helped 
me realize miracles happen around us 
every day—we just have to be open to 
seeing them and receiving them. 
 Today when I retell the story 
of how I was in a bind just months 
before this milestone occasion, I say, 
“And an angel descended from the 
heavens and offered to help me.” 
Margie was a true gift sent to help me, 
and clearly, there are angels among 
us every day. We simply need to be 
willing to recognize them and accept 
their gracious offers.

An angel appears with needle and thread

Nate Friedman with his siddur cover designed 
by Jennifer Brett and needlepoint by Margie 
Sunshine

RESPECT
endurance Individuality

chesed
Honesty

INTERNAL JOY
HUMANITYSelf Discipline
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 When you volunteer to do drudge work 
at an Israel Defense Force installation, it 
likely will not resemble your last temple 
tour to Israel. But you will learn something 
important.
 On the 2014 trip that my friend Ben 
Shapiro and I made, it became evident that 
Israelis could not handle the stress and 
requirements of defending their country 
without the selfless volunteers from the 
United States and other allied nations. 
 We made this trip, between Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, as part of 
Volunteers for Israel. Like so many, I give 
financial support to the Friends of the IDF. 
Volunteers for Israel is another worthwhile 
way to make a commitment to Israel’s 
defense.
 I agreed to this new adventure after Ben 
showed me a small magazine ad for VFI, 
soliciting volunteers to work on military 
installations. You must pay your own way 
(which can get expensive), but once you 
are there, you are in the capable hands of 
VFI mentors and the madrichot (whom 
I affectionately referred to as our “camp 
counselors”). I am a 37-year Active Army 
and Army Reserve veteran. I have lived in 
plenty of Spartan conditions, from Vietnam 
to military field training sites in the U.S., 
Europe, Asia, and Central America. So I 
knew not to have high expectations. Israel 
is not the United States. Israel invests in 
personnel and equipment, not in luxury 
accommodations. After all, protecting 
Israel’s citizens trumps comfortable 
barracks and mess halls that resemble your 
local S&S Cafeteria.
 We arrived in Tel Aviv the afternoon 
before our start date. We spent the night in a 
nice, small hotel, across the street from the 
beach. We had time to enjoy a brief walk and 
dinner at a nice restaurant, before attempting 
to get a good night’s sleep. (Adjusting to a 
seven-hour time difference isn’t easy.) 

Ben Shapiro, just after arrival in Tel 
Aviv, with beach in the background

 We arrived at the main train station 
at 8:00 a.m. the next day. We had no idea 

whom we would meet or if we would know 
anyone when we got there. But, once at 
the train station, it was easy to identify our 
group. There were 25 of us, from the U.S., 
England, and Canada, as well as Israeli 
residents who had made aliyah. We were 
the only ones from Atlanta. Our leaders 
and madrichot (IDF soldiers Sarah, from 
France, and Vivian, from Colombia) were 
waiting for us, checked us off, and briefed 
us on our trip. 

Vivian and Sarah, our madrichot

 We boarded a bus and traveled to an 
IDF medical depot near Tel Aviv. The depot 
was like many other military depots, with 
both outside storage and warehouses. The 
facilities were basic, but quite functional. 
This was a co-ed group, but with separate 
accommodations. We had four-person 
small barracks, with bunk beds. There were 
separate, multi-purpose latrines, with three 
showers, toilet facilities, and a long trough 
for washing, shaving, and teeth brushing. 
We were told to bring everything, including 
a pillow, bed linens, and maybe even a 
showerhead.
 Our workday began with breakfast at 
7:00 a.m., followed by flag raising at 8:00 
a.m. Then we were off to work. We were 
divided into teams. I worked in a warehouse 
with two other volunteers, Susan, from 
Florida, and David, from California. 

Ben Shapiro prepares for morning 
flag raising.

David Bockel in uniform, ready for 
the workday

 The warehouse leader Peggy, originally 
from Hawaii, came to Israel in the late 1990s 
as a volunteer and ultimately made aliyah. 
Peggy was a joy to work with, a thorough 
professional with a great sense of humor. 
She had served in the U.S. Army, so she was 
happy when I presented her with a brand 
new U.S. Army baseball cap to replace her 
old, worn out one. 

Peggy Ketz, manager of the 
warehouse where I worked

 Under Peggy’s highly capable 
leadership, our team repaired, replaced, 
and replenished field surgical packs used 
by Israeli doctors while on operations in 
the field. Some of the packs were recently 
back from Gaza. These packs included 
everything a doctor/surgeon would need to 
provide triage and frontline medical care to 
the injured and wounded. 

David Bockel in the warehouse, with 
one of the completed surgical field 
packs

 It was at this point that I realized the 
importance of what we were doing. It fit 
exactly with Hillel’s quote: “If not us, who? 
If not now, when?” Israel needs us. To be 
honest, I don’t know how they can accomplish 
everything they need to accomplish militarily 
without the VFI volunteers. I kept reminding 
myself who was going to be on the other end 
of these field surgical packs and who would 
be receiving the care: Israelis and Palestinians 
injured during combat operations.
 Our workday ended at 4:30 p.m.; dinner 
was at 6:00 p.m. After dinner, we had briefings 
from various folks, as well as a “show and tell,” 
during which we learned about each other. A 
number of the volunteers had made multiple 
visits. Some lived in Israel, either having made 
aliyah or on extended visits. There was a small 
lounge, where we spent the remainder of our 
evenings in small group discussions, reading, 
or just getting to know individual volunteers.
 U.S. Army installations around the world 
have huge mess halls, post exchanges with 
fast food joints, and just about anything your 
heart desires. But it isn’t necessarily so in 
an IDF mess hall. All food is kosher, with a 
large selection of vegetables and occasional 
fish and chicken. And there are, of course, 
unending quantities of hummus. I came to the 
conclusion that all of the light brown buildings 
that I thought were made of Israeli limestone 
were actually made of petrified hummus. But 
nobody went away hungry. And I actually like 
hummus.
 As our week came to a close, Ben and 
I were fortunate to spend an afternoon and 
evening with a Canadian couple from our 
group who had moved to Israel to be with their 
son, who had a serious medical condition from 
which he has since recovered. They lived in a 
Tel Aviv suburb of Rehovot, next to the famous 
Weitzman Institute. After a pleasant dinner at a 
restaurant on the Weitzman campus, our hosts 
drove us to Ben Gurion Airport for our return 
trip. I hope we see them again on a future trip.
 If you have an interest in volunteering, 
visit www.vfi-usa.org, where you can find 
everything you need to know about Volunteers 
for Israel. Each state and some foreign 
countries have VFI volunteers who handle all 
of the details of your application. Atlanta has a 
contingent that goes each year. 
 Would I do it again? I certainly hope so. 
It won’t be for the opportunity to sightsee and 
enjoy everything that Israel has to offer, as I 
did on my two previous visits. It will be to 
continue to give Israel and the IDF my best 
efforts to support their courageous efforts to 
defend their country.

Volunteers for Israel support the IDF
BY David
     Bockel
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 In light of recent events in Israel, clashes 
between Arabs and Jews at the Temple Mount, 
and rioting by Muslim citizens of Israel, I 
feel it is necessary to write about a sensitive 
issue. I would like to touch on the complex and 
challenging situation of Bedouin settlements 
in Israel, mainly in the south of the country. I 
am familiar with this subject from having been 
a resident of the Negev for the past 35 years, 
and in my past capacity as head of the Central 
Arava Regional Council. 
 Israel’s population is multicultural, 
consisting of Jews from many backgrounds, 
along with Arab-Israelis from various ethnic, 
religious, and tribal backgrounds. The story 
of the Bedouins in Israel may not even be 
known—or cared about—by the Tel Avivian 
drinking his coffee at a nice café on Dizengoff 
Street. It is easy to ignore the Bedouins’ plight 
and even romanticize it as you travel to the 
Dead Sea or Arad and glimpse their tent and 
shack cities and young children herding sheep 
by the highway. The restless nomad, as seen in 
the sweeping cinematic beauty of Lawrence of 
Arabia, is what comes to mind, but in truth, a 
harsh reality faces the Israeli Bedouin on a day-
to-day basis.
 Bedouins are nomadic tribes that 
originated in the Arabian Peninsula and began 
to spread north to find grazing land for their 
flocks. Some say that they are the descendants 
of Ishmael, the son of Abraham and Hagar. 
Their religion is Islam, although most were 
secular; only in recent years have they returned 
to religion, primarily due to Muslim extremists’ 
influence.
 In the second century B.C.E., the 
Bedouins arrived at the Sinai Peninsula and 
the Negev, Trans-Jordan, and Syria. The tribes 
continued their penetration during the Roman 
and Byzantine period by exploiting weak 
leaders through invasions.
 Most of the migration to Israel was in 
the 18th and 19th century, due to harsh desert 
conditions and drought. The wanderings and 
invasions of the Bedouin tribes caused the 
destruction of some existing settlements. 
In modern times in the Negev, they would 
infiltrate a sparsely-settled border town or 
would set up settlements close to a more 
established community. 
 In the 19th century, the Ottomans made 
an effort to settle the Bedouins, and some of 
the Bedouins moved from a nomadic to a semi-
nomadic lifestyle. Some even began to farm. 
As international borders were created, this 
led to a decline in nomadism and encouraged 
settlement. 
 On the eve of the 1948 War of 
Independence, there were about 70,000 
Bedouins in the Negev. Some fled during the 
war, moving into the Gaza Strip or neighboring 
countries. In 1951, there were approximately 
13,000 Bedouins in the Negev.

 Today, Israel’s Bedouin population is 
about 280,000 people, with about 220,000 
residing in the Negev and 60,000 in the Galilee. 
There are about 1.7 million Muslims Arabs in 
Israel, with Bedouins making up about 17% of 
that population. 
 Israeli laws regarding land ownership are 
based on whether land was in the claimant’s 
possession in 1952. If it was not, the claimant 
lost the right to the land. Settlements in nature 
reserves and near firing zones were established 
by the State, and the Bedouins tried to claim 
ownership to some of these areas. In 1954 
Bedouins were granted Israeli citizenship, 
and in 1966 the State began construction of 
townships and encouraged Bedouin residents 
to move to them.
 In 1974, after the Yom Kippur War, efforts 
were made to forge a settlement agreement 
with the Bedouins. In 1976, the Green Patrol 
was founded, to fight the effects of expansion 
and illegal settlement. These attempts to 
prevent illegal land claims through settlement 
were partially successful.
 Almost 30 years passed, until Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon, in 2003, declared plans 
to recognize new communities. He formed the 
Authority for Regulating Bedouin Settlement 
in the Negev to assist with finding applicable 
solutions. Previous inaction regarding this 
issue created a very complex situation. Israel 
was faced with the Bedouins’ high population 
growth, 5.5% per year, one of the highest in the 
world, and a population that had grown from 
13,000 to 180,000 in 60 years. The significance 
of this was reflected in land claims, as tens of 
thousands of Bedouins were scattered over 
huge areas of land, and three generations came 
with allegations of, “I was born here on this 
property” or “This is where I gave birth to my 
children.” 
 The issue became very complex and 
sensitive, along with the arrival of extremists 
members of the Islamic Movement and 
Palestinians also fanning the flames of 
discontent. Mosques began to pop up like 
mushrooms in Bedouin communities, fewer 
Bedouins volunteered for the Israeli Army, and, 
in many places, demonstrations and conflicts 
over land disputes broke out. In 2009, a detailed 
report was submitted to Israeli Supreme 
Court Judge Eliezer Goldberg, followed by 
the government appointing Ehud Prawer to 
implement Judge Goldberg’s decisions.
 The State of Israel inherited land 
ownership papers from the British Empire, 
which had been received from the Ottoman 
Empire. The fundamental conflict became even 
more extreme. Israel is a nation of laws, and, as 
has been shown in recent years, no one is above 
the law; not even the president or the prime 
minister. Bedouins sitting on the disputed 
land, with illegal construction, were losing all 
ownership claims in the courts. The State had 
no alternate plan and could not provide them 
with adequate infrastructure and services, thus 
exposing social gaps, which had led to poverty, 
crime, and other negative phenomena.
 The State of Israel is planning the 
construction of 13 communities, an appropriate 
response to many of the present and future 
needs of the Bedouin population. In addition, 
the government is allocating one billion 

shekels for a multi-stage plan to improve the 
infrastructure of existing settlements. The State 
of Israel has proposed to regulate the conflict 
through generous alternative arrangements that 
will resolve the endless legal wrangling, which 
has led nowhere.
 As a resident of the Arava, I know 
firsthand some of the Arava Bedouin families. 
I was exposed to a complex story. Two families 
living in the Arava for more than 50 years 
lost all appeals in the courts regarding land 
ownership. Evacuation was ordered to remove 
them from that land. The father had come to 
the Arava in the 1950s and helped the Army 
maintain security and prevent military and 
civilian fatalities. The Ministry of Defense 
allowed the families to settle in the desert area 
without any documentation. They are living 
in difficult conditions, and their children are 
integrated in all aspects of education in the 
area. 
 When I worked as head of the Central 
Arava Regional Council, I tried to find an 
honorable and just solution worthy of those 
families. The attempt to promote a settlement 
agreement for those families in the area 
was an almost impossible task, between the 
requirements of the State and the inability 
to promote consensus in Bedouin families, 
while eviction orders hovered over their 
heads. A process that began five years ago 
is still ongoing. I hope these families find an 
appropriate and just solution. 
 Jewish National Fund USA understands 
the importance of assistance for the Negev 

Bedouins as part of the Negev development. It 
has introduced a project called Wadi Attir, to 
help promote intensive agriculture, sustainable 
agriculture, and economic-tourism projects. 
Another important project will promote co-
existence between Arabs and Jews in Akko, a 
mixed city of Jews and Arabs in northern Israel. 
It is extremely important to promote economic 
cooperation between the Jews and Muslims in 
Israel and also to strive to narrow the gaps in 
education and strengthen co-existence.
 In recent years, there has been a lot of talk 
about the next intifada as a “Bedouin intifada.” 
According to the State, many Bedouins settled 
illegally along the main roads leading from 
Beersheba to the south and east to Ramat 
Negev, Arad, Dimona, and Yeruham. These 
routes are the only way west from the Negev, 
and it has been reported in the past that there 
were incidents of stone-throwing at cars. 
 The dilemma facing Israel is to implement 
the law and evacuate illegal settlements while 
avoiding potential violence from the Bedouin 
settlers. This hurdle delays the execution of 
court decisions.
 The quest to find fair solutions to both 
sides in this complex issue will enable the 
integration of the Negev Bedouin population 
in the development of the Negev and in the 
State of Israel, as citizens with equal rights and 
obligations.

Ezra Ravins is JNF-KKL Israel emissary 
to the Southeast USA.

The issue of Bedouin settlements in the Negev
BY Ezra
     Ravins
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CHANUKAH AT Jewish Student Union. 
Each year, when December rolls around, 
people all over the world get into the holiday 
spirit. The JSU Clubs of greater Atlanta 
were no exception, as more than 600 teens 
at 11 metro Atlanta high schools welcomed 
Chanukah.
 There were delicious, sizzling latkes 
at each gathering. Another common thread 
was Rabbi Chaim Neiditch, who led the 
proceedings at each get-together and taught 
the teens the Chanukah story and the laws of 
lighting the menorah.
 Beyond the educational and delectable 
portions of the events, there was also a 
conversational element. Teens participated in 
discussions about the significance of miracles 
in our lives. For many teens, these special 
gatherings represented their first time ever 
lighting a menorah on Chanukah. The teens 
reported not only taking their menorahs and 
candles home to light, but also engaging their 
families to join them.
 One underlying idea behind Chanukah 
is spreading light and joy. This year, the JSU 
took that quite literally, launching an all-
new “Spread the Light” campaign, designed 
to assist more families with celebrating the 
holiday and lighting menorahs. This grassroots 
campaign was spurred on by the JSU teens 
themselves, each of whom was given a free 
box of colored Chanukah candles and a free 
wooden menorah to decorate and personalize.

Teens receive free menorahs and 
candles for Chanukah at Riverwood 
High School JSU.

Teens show off their newly made 
menorahs at Johns Creek High 
School JSU.

A TIME FOR GIVING. The holiday season 
is a time for giving. That spirit of caring for 
others resonated throughout the JSU clubs 

of greater Atlanta in December. Though 
Christmas is naturally the dominant holiday 
in the South, Rabbi Chaim Neiditch led the 
crusade at more than a dozen JSU clubs 
to ensure local Jewish teens learned about 
their own people’s historic values of chesed 
(loving kindness) and bikur cholim (visiting 
the sick).
 The JSU partnered with Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta, a network of 
children’s hospitals, to provide sick children 
with Jewish-themed presents. Among the 
gifts were hundreds of dreidels that were 
decorated by JSU students.
 During the dreidel-decorating sessions, 
the teens learned that the values of bikur 
cholim and chesed are not limited to helping 
out only fellow Jews, but also should be 
extended to all the nations and peoples of the 
world. Indeed, in times of need, all members 
of the global village have the responsibility 
of taking care of one another.
 In particular, many of the JSU teens 
were eager participants in these activities, 
as they had fond, personal feelings towards 
Children’s Healthcare and had themselves 
experienced what it was like to be sick in 
the hospital in the past.

Lakeside High School JSU members 
show off their gifts they made for 
children in the hospital

At Centennial High School JSU teens 
make presents for Jewish children in 
the hospital during Chanukah.

JSU ALL-NIGHTER. The Jewish Student 
Union recently hosted its fifth annual All-
Nighter, Atlanta’s largest Jewish teen event 
of the year. It was the most successful 
one yet, with considerably more than 400 
participants from 52 metro Atlanta schools 
participating.
 The “opening ceremony” of the event, 
which took place on a Saturday night, 
at Andretti’s, was actually the “closing 
ceremony” of Shabbat, as JSU teen leaders 
led an uplifting havdala, which included 
words of inspiration from JSU Executive 
Director Rabbi Chaim Neiditch. Then, it 
was “on your marks, get set, go!” for the all-
nighter, as JSU club presidents took part in 

a go-kart race to open the festivities.
 Throughout the night everyone enjoyed 
the extreme ropes course, a rock climbing 
wall, bowling, and, of course, unlimited 
arcade games. A JSU alumnus stopped by to 
DJ the event and keep the music going in the 
sky lounge, which ensured plenty of simcha 
dancing and smiles until the wee hours of 
the morning.
 With hundreds of participants, the all-
nighter enabled Jewish teens from all over 
the Atlanta region to share a special unifying 
bond. Some established new friendships and 
even made plans to become future college 
roommates.
 The entire feel of the event resonated 
perfectly with Rabbi Neiditch’s vision for 
the JSU as a way to bring together the many 
young Jews across the region and help to 
form a community among them. For many 
of the teens, the all-nighter represented their 
first Jewish-themed extracurricular activity.
 As with every JSU event, word of 
its success has spread, and requests have 
already started pouring in from other 
schools in the region to open additional JSU 
clubs over the coming school year.

Teens enjoying JSU’s All-Nighter

More than 400 Atlanta teens from 
52 local schools join Rabbi Chaim 
Neiditch at JSU’s All-Nighter.

Teens making new friends at JSU’s 
fifth annual All-Nighter

 JSU News
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 While Henry Louis Gates’ popular 
television series, “Finding Your Roots,” 
whetted our appetite for genealogy, the recent 
mushrooming of historical societies testifies 
to curiosity not only about our own ancestors 
but also about those among whom they lived. 
This is especially true for those of us whose 
American roots do not include pioneers who 
farmed, began their lives in log cabins, or 
tamed the wilderness.
 I first noticed this difference in the 
1930s, when my history class at Druid Hills 
High School studied the Civil War, which our 
teacher called the War Between the States. 
She assigned us homework requiring us to 
relate to the class an episode our grandparents 
experienced during that war. Understandably, 
most Jewish students had nothing to report, 
their grandparents having not yet arrived in 
America. 
 I was the exception in my class, for 
my great-grandmother, who was born in 
Evansville, Indiana, in 1854, had often told me 
a story, one that was clearly meant to parallel 
the fable of George Washington and the cherry 
tree. Her parents gave strict instructions to her 
and her younger siblings, that when they saw 
a dark-skinned person scrambling ashore from 
across the river in slave-holding Kentucky, 
they should close their eyes and point to their 
basement door, keeping their eyes closed until 
the fugitive had time to reach it and enter. Their 
reason was that, shortly thereafter, the children 
would be asked by a white man if they saw 
where the escaped slave went, and they must 
be truthful in saying, “No, we didn’t see.” 
 My story obviously did not receive 
applause, and I was too naive then to 

understand why. It would be many years 
before the antebellum mentality vanished from 
public life in Atlanta and fully 70 years before 
I connected the story with the Underground 
Railroad and called to ask if my ancestors’ 
home was recorded as a station. The answer the 
authorities gave me was, “Lady, if you find any 
information on that, please share it with us.” 
They told me that Evansville was so strongly 
pro-slavery that anyone known to be helping 
runaways might have been killed, so they kept 
no records. But immigrant Jews dared to help 
the slaves? Wow! I gained new respect for my 
great-great grandparents.
 Although it probably embarrassed my 
Jewish classmates who had no anecdote to 
relate, that homework assignment served 
a valuable purpose by triggering curiosity 
about history via personal connection. This 
is where genealogy merges with history, and 
historical societies pick up on the broader 
job of displaying the background, action, and 
consequences. Nowhere has this been better 
demonstrated than at the most recent annual 
conference of the Southern Jewish Historical 
Society, this time held in Austin, Texas, in 
conjunction with the Texas Jewish Historical 
Society.
 The conference opened with a tour of the 
impressive Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential 
Library and a session about three Southern 
Jews who served notably on the national and 
international scene in the 20th century. These 
included Georgia’s own Ambassador Morris 
B. Abram, from Fitzgerald, Atlanta and later 
New York, whose work with five presidents 
took him ultimately to the United Nations, in 
Geneva. Cecily Abram, his niece, presented 
the paper and was later joined for informal 
discussion by historian Eli Evans, best known 
for having authored The Provincials. His 
interviews with Morris Abram on behalf of the 
American Jewish Committee, at a time when 
the latter was diagnosed with terminal cancer, 
formed the basis for Abram’s autobiography, 
The Day is Short, written years later after his 
miraculous survival.

 Another fascinating session focused on 
film documentaries, the most intriguing of 
which featured philanthropist Julius Rosenwald 
and the thousands of schools he established, 
mostly in the South, for African Americans. 
Aviva Kempner, the producer acclaimed for 
her award-winning documentary about Hank 
Greenberg, shared insights and excerpts from 
this, her newest work, still in progress.
 One session was devoted to four centuries 
of Jewish migration across the Atlantic—in 
both directions. We usually think of that traffic 
as one-way, but Jewish families not only came 
to America during earlier times; some (or some 
branches of them) also departed to resettle in 
Europe and the islands of the Caribbean. One 
such family was that of the Nunes Carvalhos, 
who originated in Oporto, Portugal, and 
produced numerous offspring of note in 
America, including the photographer who 
traveled with Lewis and Clark to document 
their groundbreaking journey across the 
continent. Keith and Nancy Atkinson, Carvalho 
descendants now living in London, traveled to 
Texas to tell us about it.
 Anton Hieke, from Martin Luther 
University, in Germany, introduced us to other 
Jewish settlers of the 19th century who left 
the Southern U.S. to resettle in Europe. Hieke 
also authored a book on Jewish migration from 
Georgia and the Carolinas after the Civil War. 
He is one of many scholars who, while not 
Jewish themselves, research and write about 
American Jewish history. They frequently 
attend conferences of The Southern Jewish 
Historical Society, as he does. One of them, 
Scott Langston, of Texas Christian University, 
is a past president of SJHS. He and his wife, 
Donna, established an archival fund for the 
organization to use for grants to museums 
and other institutions documenting Southern 
Jewish history.
 I’ve been attending SJHS conferences for 
more than 30 years and can attest to the fact 
that they only get better. When I served as its 
president, back in the 1980s, it attracted few 
academics, and even fewer who found it worth 

their while to present papers. Most programs 
relied heavily on untrained enthusiasts, whose 
research began and was frequently limited 
to family mementoes. Today, conference 
programmers are overwhelmed with requests 
from scholars worldwide, whose research 
reaches into every aspect of the American 
Jewish experience. The best papers, plus 
some not heard at conferences, are published 
annually in Southern Jewish History, a peer-
reviewed journal edited by Professor Mark K. 
Bauman. 
 SJHS members receive a copy of the 
journal each year as well as a quarterly 
newsletter. We invite you to join.

Finding more than our roots
BY Janice Rothschild
      Blumburg

Join and Enjoy!
 
 Annual SJHS memberships can be 
purchased or renewed at jewishsouth.
org/store/annual-membership or by mail 
at Southern Jewish Historical Society, 
PO Box 71601, Marietta GA, 30007-
1601. Please include “For Membership” 
in the memo line of your check.

Membership Categories: 
 Student (individual only), $15
 General member (individual or family, 
U.S.), $36
 General member (individual or family, 
International), $50
 Institution (corporate membership, 
U.S.), $50
 Institution (corporate membership, 
International), $75
 Patron (individual or family), $50
 Century Club (individual or family), 
$100
 Cedar (individual or family), $500
 Sycamore (individual or family), $1,000
 Magnolia (individual or family), $2,500

 The 38th Annual Conference, 
“Jews and the Urban South,” will be 
held in Nashville, Tennessee, October 
30-November 1. 

 Actor’s Express kicks off the new year with 
Joshua Harmon’s blistering comedy, Bad Jews, 
running January 24-February 22. 
 Called the “best comedy of the season” 
by The New York Times, this savagely funny 
play, which was developed by Harmon during 
his National New Play Network playwriting 
residency at Actor’s Express, was the most 
acclaimed comedy of the past New York theater 
season. 
 “Helping give life to Bad Jews is one of 
the proudest achievements of AE’s new play 
development efforts,” says Actor’s Express 
Artistic Director Freddie Ashley, who will be 
directing its Atlanta premiere. 
 In Bad Jews, Daphna Feygenbaum (Galen 
Crawley) is a “real Jew.” Her cousin Liam 
(Wyatt Fenner) is a self-described “bad Jew,” 
complete with a shiksa girlfriend. When the 

two arrive in New York for their grandfather’s 
funeral, they instantly lock horns in a savagely 
funny battle royale over a cherished family 
artifact. 
 Performances are Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
8:00 p.m., and Sundays, 2:00 p.m. Select 
Saturdays have been added, 2:00 p.m. Tickets 
are $26-$45. The Director’s Rough Cut, January 
21, is pay-what-you-can (at the door only); 
previews, January 22-23, are $20. Opening 
Night, January 24, is $40 and includes a 
reception with director and cast after the show.
 Purchase tickets at actors-express.com 
or by calling 404-607-7469. Group pricing is 
available. For info, email kristen@actorsexpress.
com. 
 Actor’s Express is located in the King Plow 
Arts Center, 887 W. Marietta Street, Suite J-107, 
Atlanta.

Bad Jews comes home to Actor’s Express

Louis Gregory and Galen Crawley (photo: BreeAnne Clowdus)
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At The Breman Museum
Above: Where The Wild Things Are: Maurice Sendak In His Own Words & Pictures exhibition, on display through July 5, 2015. Below: Bearing Witness:
Holocaust Survivors Tell Their Remarkable Stories, speakers Herbert Kohn, Mort Waitzman Ph.D and Henry Friedman (with his wife Sherry and Atlanta
Councilmember Michael Julian Bond) Bottom: Molly Blank Jewish Concert Series, visitor to Absence of Humanity: The Holocaust Years 1933-1945 exhibition.
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Sufi’s
A Taste of Persia

Wishing You A Happy 2015!

Ultimate Persian dining experience

Open for lunch 
and dinner
Traditional menu
Elegant dining area

1814 Peachtree St. 
Atlanta, GA 30309 
For Reservations:
404.888.9699 
SufisAtlanta.com

Relaxing ambience 
Full-service catering 

for any occasion
Event space

atlantajcc.org/camps
REGISTER NOW AT

SUMMER DAY CAMPS
2015

MJCCA

TRADITIONAL
SPORTS • SPECIALTY
PERFORMING ARTS

TEEN

678.812.4004  
 camps@atlantajcc.org

RISING PREK-10TH GRADE

NEW FOR 2015
PERFORMING ARTS 

CAMPS AT
EMORY UNIVERSITY

AND
GESHER HEBREW 

IMMERSION 
CAMP

FREE BUS

TRANSPORTATION

TO MJCCA

For more information, please call
678.812.4000 or visit atlantajcc.org.

THERE'S MORE TO EXPLORE AT YOUR
MARCUS JEWISH COMMUNITY

CENTER OF ATLANTA A
tl

an
ta

, you’re welcom
e h

ere.

MJCCA | 5342 Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody, GA 30338 | 678.812.4000 |     /MJCCA | atlantajcc.org 

SPRING SEMESTER CLASSES BEGIN IN JANUARY

QUESTIONS?
Contact 678.812.3723 or laurie.finkelstein@atlantajcc.org

For a full list of classes and locations, visit atlantajcc.org/brill

Jewish Learning

No Tests • No Homework • No Obstacles • KNOW JUDAISM

Lisa F. Brill Institute for Jewish Learning
Recipient of the 2014 Florence Melton Award for Outstanding Achievement and Exemplary Practice

All Over Atlanta

JOINTODAYand receive aFREE WEEK*of DAY CAMP!($360 Value)

NO REGISTRATION FEE!

mid-May through mid-September

WITH AN MJCCA

For more information, contact the
Membership Department at 678.812.4060

or membership@atlantajcc.org.

* Free week of day camp for members who haven’t had an MJCCA membership in the preceding 24 months. 
Does not apply to preschool/preschool camp or Camp Barney Medintz. May not be combined with any other 

offers or discounts. Please see atlantajcc.org/specials for complete offer details. Restrictions apply.



Page 24 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN January-February 2015

Senior Communities 
Centered Around Family

Explore the Carlton Senior 
Living and Memory Care

• Torah and Jewish
Learning with 

Community Rabbis

• Daily Afternoon 
Minyan

• Jewish Holiday
Observances 

• Kosher Meals 
Available

404-843-8857 • thecarltonseniorliving.com
690 Mt. Vernon Highway NE, Sandy Springs 30328

the

Senior Living and Memory Care
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Jewish GeorgianTHE

By Matthew Bernstein

 In its 15th year, the Atlanta Jewish 
Film Festival again offers a copious array 
of extraordinary films that provide fresh 
perspectives on the place of Jews and 
Jewish history within our complex world. 
These cinematic jewels, from short films 
to myriad feature-length documentaries 
and narratives, arrive here from numerous 
cultures and countries, having been selected 
by our diligent evaluation committee.

Matthew Bernstein

 The festival is a rare opportunity to 
see terrific movies, most of which would 
otherwise not be available to Atlanta 
audiences. It is, moreover, the chance 
to watch these films with an enduring 
community of intelligent and intensely 
engaged movie-lovers. 
 Given so many treasures, it’s hard to 
pick favorites. For a fine documentary on 
the young men and women who defend 
Israel, check out Beneath the Helmet: 
From High School to the Home Front. See 
Apples from the Desert and, especially, 
Félix and Meira for dramas about 
Orthodox Jews stepping into secular life. 
The Physician is a German-made, English-
language, big-budget, sweeping, old-style 
spectacular about a Christian English boy 

who impersonates a Jew to study medicine 
in Middle Ages Egypt. Zemene movingly 
portrays a Jewish doctor and his ten-year-
old Ethiopian patient.
 We have two documentaries on 
American food: Deli Man energetically 
and affectionately profiles the people 
behind the counter, while Streit’s: Matzo 
and the American Dream recounts the 
endeavors of an enduring family business. 
The Outrageous Sophie Tucker details the 
now forgotten but astonishing showbiz 
career of an Orthodox-raised Jewish 
entertainer who became “The Last of the 
Red Hot Mamas.” Comedies include the 
documentary Comedy Warriors: Healing 
through Humor and the extremely funny, 
fish-out-of-German-and-Israeli-water 

Anywhere Else.
 Bottom line, I urge you to view 
as many films as possible; here are my 
standout recommendations.

24 Days
 The 2006 news reports of the dire 
kidnapping of French-Jewish 25-year-old 
Ilan Halimi, just because he was Jewish 
and therefore presumably rich, were mind-
boggling. Alexandre Arcady’s intense 
reenactment of that ordeal is an emotionally 
compelling, edge-of-your-seat police 
procedural. The suspense is unrelenting, as 
Arcady cross-cuts among the African, Arab, 
and white French kidnappers, the massive 
police search effort, and the emotional 
unraveling of Ilan’s family, whose 
members grow skeptical of the authorities’ 
methods and mindset. This outstandingly 
played, pulsating docudrama about a major 
crossroads in the history of French Jews 
and the definition of hate crimes in France 
delivers a powerful, emotional wallop. 

Outstanding films abound at the 15th Atlanta Jewish Film Festival

By Jeremy Katz

 Thanks to the generous support of the 
Weiller family, in memory of Margaret 
Straus Weiller, The William Breman Jewish 
Heritage Museum is now putting the 
history of Jewish Atlanta in your hand. The 
“Historic Jewish Atlanta” app, which can be 
downloaded for free on any smartphone or 
tablet, tells the story of our community in a 
new, fun, and interactive way, using photos 

from the Cuba Family Archives for Southern 
Jewish History at The Breman Museum and 
articles written by professional scholars in 
the history community.
 To download the app, simply search for 
“Historic Jewish Atlanta” in the app or 
play store on 
your smartphone 
or tablet. On 
the home 
screen, you 
can navigate to 
articles related 
to historic 
Jewish Atlanta 
or Jewish 
involvement 
in the Civil 
R i g h t s 
M o v e m e n t . 
You can also 
view all 
the historic 
locations on a map 
by clicking “Site Near Me,” which will 
utilize your device’s GPS capability to 
pinpoint your location and even give you 

Atlanta’s Jewish history in your hand
 In December of 2014, Naomi 
Eisenberger, founding executive director of 
the national tzedakah 
initiative The Good 
People Fund (www.
goodpeople fund .
org) traveled 
to Atlanta to 
experience how 
two new grantees 
demonstrate their 
tikkun olam spirit 
every day and not 
just during the 
holidays.
 During the 
72-hour trip, 
Eisenberger helped 
volunteers from 
Second Helpings 
Atlanta (SHA) 
unload and deliver 
1,000 pounds of 
fresh produce, prepared foods, and meats 
for the food pantry at Malachi’s Storeroom, 

housed at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church. She 
then joined 450 volunteers to distribute toys 

and holiday cheer 
to a room of 750 
eager kids at Amy’s 
Holiday Party. 
Lastly, she fit in 
some professional 
development with 
Robyn Faintich, the 
Good People Fund’s 
new education 
outreach consultant.
 F o u n d e d 
10 years ago by 
o c t o g e n a r i a n 
Guenther Hecht, as a 
social action project 
for Temple Sinai in 
suburban Atlanta, 
SHA is today an 
independent, non-
profit organization 

that utilizes more than 300 volunteers to 

Good People Fund recognizes 
tikkun olam spirit in Atlanta 

Second Helpings Atlanta President 
David Schoenberg, Lois Bessara, 
Naomi Eisenberger, and Eric and 
Jody Nathan

See AJFF, page 26

See JEWISH HISTORY, page 29
See GOOD PEOPLE FUND, page 29
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Above and Beyond 
 This account of mostly Jewish-
American WWII veteran pilots, who, at great 
risk, decided to aid an air force-less Israel 
during its 1948 battles of independence, is 
exhilarating. With newsreels, interviews, 
photos, reenactments, and special effects from 
George Lucas’s renowned Industrial Light & 
Magic, Above and Beyond plays like a true-
life, Indiana Jones-style adventure story. The 
surviving pilots are born storytellers, who 
recount, with passion, humor, and occasional 
well-placed Yiddish-isms, their maneuvers 
and derring-do, their triumphs, and their 
losses. This film is a definite do-not-miss. 
Other fine films about Israeli and/or Jewish 
history include The Prime Ministers: The 
Soldiers and Peacemakers, 1913: Seeds 
of Conflict, and My Italian Secret: The 
Forgotten Heroes.

Above and Beyond

Dancing Arabs
 AJFF favorite Eran Riklis (The Syrian 
Bride and Lemon Tree) works with first-
rate actors and a brilliant script by Arab-
Israeli author Sayed Kashua, who adapted 
his semi-autobiographical novel, to yield 
outstanding filmmaking. The smart, 
honorable, music-loving Palestinian teen 
Eyad (superb Tawfeek Barhom) endures 
ostracism and racist taunts when he enrolls 
in a prestigious Jerusalem boarding school, 
where he quietly “dances” between Arab and 
Jewish life and values, mastering the history 
of Israel’s 1948 triumphant battles with Arab 
states, yet delivering a devastating critique 
of Israeli literature’s image of the Arab. This 
and Eyad’s Jewish appearance to authorities 
are two of the many paradoxes informing 
his story. As the ironies accumulate, so does 
great melancholy, in this carefully modulated, 
humane, and heartbreaking portrait of the 
ties that bind and divide.

Dancing Arabs

Dough and Serial (Bad) Weddings
 Cultures and religions clash in a major 
way when an observant, old-school Jewish 
London baker (Jonathan Pryce) reluctantly 
takes on teenaged Muslim refugee Ayash 
(Jerome Holder) as his apprentice. Dough 
underlines how much they have in common 
(ritual prayers; the world closing in around 
each), while Ayash’s drug dealing “mixed” 
with baking gives way to hilarious scenes, 
with terrific British pros in supporting 
roles. In the same comic vein, Serial (Bad) 
Weddings, an absolute favorite, is a riotous 
farce about prejudice, intermarriage, and the 
multiracial face of contemporary France—
the polar opposite of 24 Days.

The Farewell Party
 It’s said that comedy allows us to 
deny our eventual mortality, but here’s a 
film that embraces both comedy and the 
ethical dilemmas surrounding euthanasia. 
The opening scene immediately establishes 
that self-styled inventor Yehezkel (Ze’ev 
Revach) has a whimsical penchant for 
playing God. His assembled team of retired 
experts (a gay veterinarian who knows drugs 
and his married ex-cop lover who knows 
the law) devises a humane method to help a 
suffering friend die. Their competence vies 
with frequent ineptitude, and unintended 
consequences ensue. Strong performances 
all around and nimble shot framing, editing, 
and comic timing make this unique film a 
true highlight of the festival. 

The Farewell Party

Gett: The Trial of Viviane Amsalem
 The creative team and cast that delivered 
To Take a Wife and The Seven Days have 
reunited in this astonishing third portrait of 
the despondent Viviane (co-writer/director 
Ronit Elkabetz) and her passive-aggressive, 
religiously observant, crushingly possessive 
husband, Elisha (Simon Abkarian). If 
you think American divorce proceedings 
are difficult, Gett really puts things in 
perspective: the Orthodox court’s judges 
will make your head spin as they routinely 
side with men and pose intimate, arbitrary 
questions to Viviane, her secular attorney, 

and her often amusing friends and family 
called as witnesses. Elkabetz, often silent, 
remains an explosive screen presence, while 
festival favorite Sasson Gabai turns in an 
award-winning performance as Elisha’s 
brother/attorney. The pared down setting—
here, just a courtroom and corridor—and 
carefully controlled shot compositions mimic 
and confirm the suffocation and anguish that 
Viviane experiences. This top-notch drama is 
Israeli filmmaking at its finest.

The Go-Go Boys
 This lively documentary from director 
Hilla Medalia (last year’s Dancing in 
Jaffa) provides a brisk, witty, up-close-
and-personal look at an Israeli filmmaking 
duo. In the 1980s and early ’90s, they 
briefly dumbfounded Hollywood with 
a string of wildly successful “B” action 
movies and high art entries (vintage clips 
aplenty) before a crash-and-burn. The late, 
gregarious showman, producer/director 
Menachem Golan, in all his glorious bluster, 
addresses everything but his late-career 
flameout, as does his quiet, younger cousin, 
Yoram Globus, the financier charged with 
funding Golan’s schemes. Not only could 
they complete each other’s sentences, they 
“signed each other’s checks.” As Hostel 
director and Inglourious Basterds star Eli 
Roth admiringly tells us, “They brought us 
ninjas, Chuck Norris, Charles Bronson, and 
break dancing.” You may not be a devotee 
of their films, but you will applaud these 
chutzpah-charged movie moguls.

Horses of God
 This potent, utterly involving film renders 
in intimate detail how aimless Muslim youth 
can grow up extremely poor, without father 
figures, in a North African slum, and be lured 
into becoming so-called horses of god, that 
is, members of Islamic terrorist groups that 
offer a sense of (utterly destructive) purpose. 
In its evocation of that milieu; in its first-rate 
cinematography; in director Nabil Ayouch’s 
masterful buildup of suspense; and in the 
believable, compelling performances of the 
non-professionals, Horses of God is a more 
contemplative (and far less violent) version 
of the Brazilian blockbuster, City of God.

The Last Mensch 
 Swiss-born film and television star Mario 
Adorf achieved prominence in the 1970s, 
when New German Cinema director Volker 
Schlöndorff cast him as a villain in The Lost 
Honor of Katharina Blum and The Tin Drum. 
Adorf, now 84, is the focus of this skillfully 
acted, deeply moving, and unusual tale of 
a Holocaust survivor who, having fled and 

repressed his Jewish past for decades, now 
ironically struggles to prove to the religious 
authorities that he will belong in a Jewish 
cemetery. His initially snarky companion 
on a journey to his Hungarian hometown, 
a brash, young Turkish woman (Katharina 
Durr, excellent), becomes absorbed, as we 
do, in his life story and endeavors.

Little White Lie
 Lacey Schwartz’s autobiographical 
documentary proves once again Tolstoy’s 
wisdom: “All happy families are alike; 
each unhappy family is unhappy in its 
own way.” The Schwartzes’ heartache is 
certainly distinctive. Lacey’s parents lie 
or are in denial about her paternity, yet, as 
evidenced in home movies, provide her a 
loving home. Interviews with her extended 
family demonstrate unconditional affection. 
As Lacey confronts her parents, who bravely 
appear on camera, and as she adeptly and 
unreservedly recounts her difficulties 
discovering she is not white, but biracial, she 
compels us to think hard about how we define 
ourselves and the dynamics of contemporary 
race relations in America.

Mr. Kaplan
 Humiliation, desperation, and self-
righteousness are a dangerous brew, 
especially accompanied by incompetence, 
poor impulse control, and an inability to 
swim. In this sharply observed, beautifully 
filmed Uruguayan comedy with a somber 
undertow, 76-year-old Jacob Kaplan (an 
excellent Héctor Noguera) is determined 
to make something of his meaningless 
life. Accompanied by his Sancho Panza, a 
humiliated, sloppy ex-cop with huge issues 
of his own, Kaplan’s self-styled Simon 
Wiesenthal-like efforts to capture a suspected 
Nazi criminal are hilarious and even include 
a Spaghetti Western-styled showdown. Jacob 
may be a wreck, but the film is pitch-perfect.

Mr. Kaplan

Night Will Fall
 Akin to the shocking power of Alain 
Resnais’s 1955 landmark documentary 
Night and Fog, the mesmerizing Night Will 
Fall will grip you, as it relates Britain’s 
plan to produce a film to be shown in post-
war Germany and worldwide. With input 
from Billy Wilder and supervised overall 
by Alfred Hitchcock, the disturbing graphic 
images of liberated death camps speak for 
themselves, yet the interviews with both 
soldiers who held the cameras and some 
of the people they photographed and freed, 
add an essential dimension to this Holocaust 
history. Carefully crafted, with understated 
narration and fitting musical accompaniment, 
this is a resounding rejoinder to Holocaust 
deniers worldwide.Gett: The Trial of Viviane Amsalem The Last Mensch

AJFF
From page 25
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Night Will Fall

Raise the Roof
 Here’s an extraordinary venture: a 
multiyear, multinational endeavor to re-erect 
a grand wooden Polish synagogue that rivals 
“the greatest wooden architecture anywhere 
in the world,” including a vibrantly colored 
painted ceiling replete with animals and 
Hebrew texts. The engaging and thoughtful 
team leaders, Rick and Laura Brown, specialize 
in such educational reconstruction projects. 
They recruit experts in woodworking, painting, 
architecture, and Polish-Jewish history to direct 
students and recreate a workshop employing 
medieval builders’ tools (not chainsaws). Best 
of all, this is a briskly paced detective tale to 
find out “not just how it was built, but who built 
it and why.” In doing so, the team recovered 
more than an object, they recovered a world.

Raise the Roof

Soft Vengeance: Albie Sachs and the New South 
Africa
 We’ve screened many inspiring 
documentaries about individuals who made a 
major difference in the world; this is one of the 
best, ever. Interviews, historical footage, and 
steadfast narration by Alfre Woodard bring to 
light the amazing story of Albie Sachs. This 
Jewish South African lawyer and member 
of the African National Congress remained 

committed to the cause of freedom while in 
exile abroad and later helped write South 
Africa’s new constitution, designed its Truth 
and Reconciliation Committee, and served an 
inaugural term on its new Constitutional Court. 
Even after both a jail term and a devastating 1988 
car bombing, he truly embodies Gandhi’s ideal 
of non-violent protest and Nelson Mandela’s 
pursuit of reconciliation. Sachs’s commitment 
to justice, dignity, and egalitarianism for all 
South Africans places him in the pantheon of 
democracy’s supreme champions and great 
Jewish jurists.

Theodore Bikel: In the Shoes of Sholom 
Aleichem
 In this adaptation of the one-man play 
Sholom Aleichem: Laughter Through Tears, 
90-year-old singer, musician, and actor 
Theodore Bikel affirms his connection to his 
greatest cultural inspiration, celebrated Yiddish 
writer Sholom Aleichem. Born in Vienna and 
having fled Nazis in childhood, Bikel’s story is 
enhanced by artistes, including Fiddler on the 
Roof lyricist Sheldon Harnick, who describe 
Bikel’s civil rights activism and musical, 
theatrical, and cinematic triumphs, including 
2,000 stage performances as Fiddler’s Tevye. 
The film’s heart, however, resides in its 
passionate, multifaceted tribute to vanishing 
Eastern European culture that Aleichem’s 
stories captured and which enabled Eastern 
European Jews to survive 19th-century poverty 
and persecution. This is an overwhelmingly 
rich celebration of Aleichem, Bikel, and Jewish 
heritage.

Zero Motivation
Fans of black humor will savor this award-
winning mix of Private Benjamin and 
M*A*S*H*, which satirizes the Israel Defense 
Forces (and all military bureaucracies) and is 
one of this year’s best comedies. In a world 
where staple-gun ownership epitomizes 
stature, the two anti-heroes, Zohar and Daffi, 
members of an all-female corps that trades 
foul-mouthed insults, scheme to avoid work 
as non-combat paper pushers on an IDF desert 
base. In this world of absurdist comic logic, 
disastrous actions have unpredictably happy 
consequences. First-time feature director Talya 
Lavie demonstrates a sure hand with droll 
staging and editing and a highly ironic use of 
classical waltzes. To paraphrase from an Adam 
Sandler film, you don’t mess with this Zohar. 
For an even more outré Israeli comedy, see 
the surreal, inventive, and quietly feminist Self 
Made. 

Zero Motivation

This essay is reprinted from the AJFF 2015 
Guide, with permission. Dr. Matthew Bernstein 
is a professor and chair of the Film & Media 
Studies Department at Emory University. He is 
also programming co-chair of the 2015 AJFF.

 The 15th annual Atlanta Jewish Film 
Festival (AJFF), which takes place January 
28-February 19, will feature 65 films from 
26 countries. 
 These stories will take the audience 
on a trip around the world, from Sweden 
to South Africa to Ethiopia to Uruguay, as 
well as through time, with historical epics 
set in the Middle Ages to tense stories 
from the founding of the state of Israel. 
Romance, comedy, action, and adventure 
are just a few of the genres featured at this 
year’s AJFF.
 Screenings will be hosted at seven 
theatrical venues, including the new Regal 
Avalon location. For the Opening Night 
Gala and film, the festival will return to 
the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre. 
Attendees will “Paint the Town Red” while 
enjoying food tastings by local and Israeli 
celebrity chefs, an open bar, and live 
entertainment. Additionally, the festival 
will screen at United Artists Tara Cinemas, 
Regal Atlantic Station, Lefont Sandy 
Springs, and Georgia Theatre Company’s 
Merchants Walk. For the second year in a 
row, Closing Night will take place at the 
Woodruff Arts Center’s Rich Auditorium.

Opening Night film, Above and 
Beyond

 In addition to theatrical screenings, 
AJFF is partnering once again with Creative 
Loafing to host an immersive Art Party on 
February 7 at The Mammal Gallery, one 
of the newest and most dynamic venues in 
Atlanta’s cultural community. The theme 
of the event is a celebration of Jewish 

comedy stars from the past few decades. 
This year will feature art drops (scavenger 
hunts in which artists drop their work at 
a location and tag it on social media for 
followers to find and keep) from some 
of Atlanta’s most interesting creators: 
Catlanta, Blockhead ATL, Clunky Robot, 
and Crazy Monkey Trucker.
 The festival could not happen without 
the continuing support of 400 sponsors 
and festival founder and partner American 
Jewish Committee. For more information, 
including a complete schedule, visit ajff.
org.

AJFF guest speakers include:
• Nancy Spielberg, producer (Above and 
Beyond)
• Eran Riklis, director (Dancing Arabs)
• Deborah Lipstadt, Holocaust historian 
(Night Will Fall)
• Levana Finkelstein, actress (The 
Farewell Party)
• Matthew Bernstein, Emory Film Studies 
Chair (The Farewell Party)
• Richard Trank, director (The Prime 
Ministers: Soldiers and Peacemakers)
• Ken Stein, Middle East historian 
(The Prime Ministers: Soldiers and 
Peacemakers)
• Steve Leibowitz, president of American 
Football in Israel (Touchdown Israel)
• Joe Kashnow, comedian (Comedy 
Warriors: Healing Through Humor)
• Rabbi Andrew Baker, American Jewish 
Committee (In Silence)
• Dr. Rick Hodes, JDC Medical Director in 
Ethiopia (Zemene)
• Chef Todd Ginsberg and Jennifer 
Johnson, The General Muir (Deli Man)
• Denis Barbet, Consul General of France 
(An Untold Diplomatic History)
• Mark J. Moskowitz, director, Anti-
Defamation League (24 Days)
• Rick and Laura Brown, artists (Raise the 
Roof)
• Ben Loeterman, writer-director (1913: 
Seeds of Conflict)
• John Goldschmidt, director (Dough)
• Jerome Holder, actor (Dough)

Soft Vengeance

2015 AJFF features 60+ films at seven venues

An Opening Night at the Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre
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By Jonathan Barach

ALTERMAN HEADLINES JELF BENEFIT 
CONCERT. Jazz pianist and composer Joe 
Alterman, an Atlanta native and Epstein 
Alumni Hall Of Fame member, will perform 
at Taking Notes: A Benefit Concert for 
JELF (Jewish Educational Loan Fund), at 
The Defoor Centre, in Atlanta, January 24, 
7:30 p.m. Joe, who earned his bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in music at New York 
University, will be joined by four outstanding 
JELF recipients, all of whom benefited from 
JELF’s interest-free loan program to obtain 
their musical education and eventually begin 
their professional music careers. For details, 
visit jelf.org/takingnotes.

JWV GUEST SPEAKER. The Atlanta 
chapter of Jewish War Veterans will host 
Capt. Neil Block, U.S. Navy (Ret.), as its 
guest speaker, January 25, 10:00 a.m., at the 
Landmark Diner. Capt. Block developed the 
largest and premier Jewish outreach program 
in the United States Armed Forces at Ft. 
Benning. RSVPs are encouraged. The cost 
for JWV members is $8.50, which includes 
a full breakfast (not kosher). Individuals who 
have not attended a JWV meeting before 
should RSVP, but do not have to pay for 
breakfast. For more information, contact Lt. 
Col. George Heart, Wash. State Guard (Ret.), 
at 404-817-1301 or 613heart@gmail.com. 

LESSONS OF THE HOLOCAUST. In 
commemoration of International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, Am Yisrael Chai 
presents “Justice and Response: Lessons 
Learned from the Holocaust,” January 25, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., at Atlanta Jewish Academy. 
Keynote speakers include human rights 
lawyer Benjamin Ferencz, the only living 
chief prosecutor from the Nuremberg Trials, 
and Benjamin’s son Donald, a lawyer, 
educator, and a proponent of the rule of law. 
Also available will be the exhibit “Pursuing 
Justice—Nuremberg’s Legacy.” This event 
is free and open to the public; sponsorships 
are available and donations are welcome. 
Seating is limited. For information or to 
RSVP, visit amyisraelchaiatlanta.org.

FIGHTING OVARIAN CANCER. On 
Thursday, January 29, 11:00 a.m., at The 

Temple, Dr. Benedict Benigno, founder of 
the Ovarian Cancer Institute, will present a 
lecture, “Ovarian Cancer—The Ashkenazi 
Factor.” He will share information about the 
newest research efforts and developments 
for early detection and treatment of ovarian 
and other cancers related to the BRCA gene 
mutation, especially breast cancer. A question 
and answer session will follow. Coffee and 
pastries will be served at 10:00 a.m. prior to 
the lecture. The event is free and open to the 
public; however, a donation to the Ovarian 
Cancer Institute is requested. For more 
information and to RSVP, contact Kathryn 
Harper at kharper@ovariancancerinstitute.
org.

HAVINAGALA 2015. Jewish Family & 
Career Services’ annual Havinagala benefits 
PAL, Atlanta’s only Jewish Big Brother/Big 
Sister program. This year’s event takes place 
January 31, 8:30-11:30 p.m., at Mason Fine 
Art, 1386 Mayson Street. Enjoy an open bar 
and delicious desserts and bid on fabulous 
silent auction items. For tickets and details, 
visit yourtoolsforliving.org/calendar/events/
havinagala.

CELEBRATING 15 YEARS. Celebrate 15 
years of light and unity, February 7, 8:00 
p.m., with Chabad of Cobb, 4450 Lower 
Roswell Road, Marietta. The Ignite Gala 
Dinner & Auction will honor Lenny and Nina 
Beck, Barry Frankel, and Liz Helgesen. The 
evening also includes an open bar and live 
music. Valet parking will be provided. Dress 
is business to best attire. Tickets are $84 per 
person. For information and reservations, 
visit chabadofcobb.com/dinner2015, or call 
770-565-4412.

FROM BOOK SERIES TO MUSICAL. 
From February 13 – March 8, Synchronicity 
Theatre will present local author Britt 
Menzie’s StinkyKids the Musical. A co-
production with The Aurora Theatre, it is 
directed by Jaclyn Hofmann with music 
direction by Ann-Carol Pence; it won the 
2012 Off Broadway Alliance Award for Best 
Family Show. Performances will be held at 
Synchronicity Theatre’s new performance 
venue at Peachtree Pointe, 1545 Peachtree 
Street NE. Show times are Fridays at 7:30 
p.m.; Saturdays at 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 

p.m.; and Sundays at 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 
p.m. Tickets are $20 for adults and $15 for 
children, students and seniors. Parking is 
$5 onsite with validation. For tickets and 
information, visit synchrotheatre.com or call 
404-484-8636. 

SCOUT SHABBAT. On February 13, at 
7:00 p.m., Congregation Ner Tamid, 1349 
Old Hwy 41, Suite 220, Marietta, will have 
a Scout Shabbat, led by Rabbi Thomas P. 
Liebschutz, for Scouts of all faiths from the 
congregation and surrounding areas. Scouts 
and Scouters (adult volunteers) attending in 
uniform will receive a special patch. Plan 
to arrive at least 30 minutes in advance. 
An Oneg Shabbat will follow the service. 
To register (by January 31) or for more 
information, e-mail ritual@mynertamid.org 
or leave a message at 678-264-8575. Include 
the name of the Scout and whether this is a 
Boy or Girl Scout. 

2015 BREGMAN EDUCATIONAL 
CONFERENCE. The Bregman 
Educational Conference, for adults with 
developmental disabilities, their families, 
and their caregivers, is February 22, at 
the Selig Center. Presented by JF&CS’ 
Developmental Disabilities Services—Tools 
for Independence, this day-long conference 
emphasizes topics such as being part of the 
community, being a self-advocate, and living 
a healthy lifestyle. Admission is $18 online 
and $25 at the door. For more information, 
visit yourtoolsforliving.org/services/dd/
bregman, or call 770-677-9345.

KICKING FOR AUTISM. Kicking for 
Autism, founded in 2012 by 12 teens, in 
partnership with Autism Speaks, conducts 
free, two-hour soccer clinics for children, 
ages 7-14, with high-functioning autism and 
Asperger syndrome. No soccer experience 
is required. All equipment and supplies are 
provided. Upcoming clinics are February 
22, March 29, and May 3, 12:30-2:30 p.m., 
at the Norcross Soccer Academy Indoor 
Soccer Fields, 4541 South Berkeley Lake 
Road. Teen volunteers lead the clinics, and 
speech pathologists help facilitate. Mellow 
Mushroom and Kroger are donating pizza, 
water, and snacks; extra water bottles are 
recommended. For details, contact Suzanne 
Turry at kickingforautism@gmail.com.

AUTHOR EVENTS. A Page from the Book 
Festival of the MJCCA will present three 
author events this winter: Anita Diamant, 
The Boston Girl, February 23, 7:30 p.m.; 
Scott Stossel, My Age of Anxiety, March 1, 
7:30 p.m.; and 
Laura Lippman, Hush Hush, March 3, 7:30 
p.m. Tickets for each event are $10/MJCCA 
members, $15/community. The events will 
take place at the MJCCA, 5342 Tilly Mill 
Road, Dunwoody. Books will be available 
for purchase from A Cappella Books, and 
a signing will follow each event. Seating is 
limited; reservations are recommended. For 
information, visit www.atlantajcc.org or call 
678-812-4002.

JEWISH SPIRITUAL INSIGHTS ON 
PERSONAL GROWTH, Jewish Spiritual 
Insights on Personal Growth is a three-
part series with Rabbi Ephraim Silverman. 
Sessions are: Recovered vs. Recovering—a 
Spiritual Life Journey, February 24, 8:00 
p.m.; Personal Inventory—The Art of 
Honest Soul Reckoning, March 3, 8:00 
p.m.; and Rebuilding the Bridges—Healing 
Relationships, March 10, 8:00 p.m. All 
classes take place at Chabad of Cobb and are 
free and open to the community. Participants 
can attend any or all of the classes. For 
information, visit chabadofcobb.com. 

THE ELIXIR OF LOVE. Peach State 
Opera will present Donizetti’s comic opera 
masterpiece, The Elixir of Love, March 
1, 3:00 p.m., in the Cole Auditorium, 
Georgia Perimeter College, Fine Arts (CF) 
Building, 555 North Indian Creek Drive, 
Clarkston. PSO casts trained young singers 
in fully costumed, family friendly, classic 
operas in English translations. Tickets are 
affordably priced, with discounts for groups 
of 10 or more. Photos of earlier productions, 
information, directions, and tickets are 
available at peachstateopera.org.

UNFORGETTABLE STORIES FROM 
THE HOLOCAUST. On March 8, 2:00-4:00 
p.m., as part of the Bearing Witness Series, 
Goldie Bertone and Betty Sunshine will 
tell the story of their mother, Bella Urbach 
Solnik, who escaped from Dachau. Guided 
tours of the Holocaust Gallery will be given 
from noon-2:00 p.m. Admission to the 2014-
2015 Bearing Witness series is free; seating 
is first-come, first-served. For information, 
contact The Breman at info@thebreman.org 
or 678-222-3700.

MOLLY BLANK JEWISH CONCERT 
SERIES. The Breman Museum’s Molly 
Blank Jewish Concert Series presents Kurt 
Weill: Berlin to Broadway, March 12, 7:30 
p.m. Kurt Weill created some of the 20th 
century’s most memorable and political 
music. An early target of Nazi cultural 
oppression, he fled Berlin in 1933 for New 
York, where he wrote works that had a 
lasting impact on the emerging American 
musical theater. Tickets, $50/Breman 
members and $65/non-members, include 
general admission and a post-concert dessert 
reception with the artists. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance. For details and tickets, 
visit thebreman.org/Events/Berlin-to-
Broadway-Kurt-Weill or call 678-222-3700.

HUNGER WALK/RUN 2015. Join the 
31st annual Hunger Walk/Run, March 15, 
at Turner Field’s Green Lot. This event 
benefits the Atlanta Community Food Bank, 
Episcopal Charities Foundation, The Jewish 
Federation of Greater Atlanta, Lutheran 
Services of Georgia, Presbytery of Greater 
Atlanta, and Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 
Georgia. Register at HWR2015.org or at the 
event. Fees are $35/runners and $25/walkers. 
The event opens at noon; the 5K run and walk 
begin at 2:00 p.m. The afternoon includes 
food vendors, live entertainment, interactive 
activities, and more. For details, visit www.
HWR2015.org or www.ACFB.org, call 404-
419-1723, or e-mail  hungerwalk@acfb.org.
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directions to the sites. Each dreidel on the 
map marks a unique historic site that can be 
expanded by tapping it.
 One unique feature of this app is the 
ability to create e-postcards that you can 
share with your friends and family through 
text messaging, e-mailing, or social media. 
The postcard tool allows you to take a 
picture or select a picture from your photo 
library and place it on one of six unique 
backgrounds that feature historic images 
of some of the sites in the tour. Users are 
even able to write text next to their picture 
to share their thoughts on the historic site.
 The Breman Museum has created an 

app that is the first of its kind. No other 
city in the country has an app devoted to its 
Jewish history. Additional historic sites will 
continually be added to the app to keep the 
content fresh and engaging. There are even 
plans to feature an online exhibition on the 
app in the coming year. 

Jewish History
From page 25

pick up food, mostly from local supermarkets 
and some restaurants, 364 days a year. 
 “To know that Second Helpings Atlanta 
repeats this entire scenario several times 
each and every day is astounding,” says 
Eisenberger. “Even more amazing is the fact 
that they operate with one part-time employee 
and a minimal budget. We couldn’t help but 
wonder why this model couldn’t be developed 
in so many more places, eradicating or 
reducing the seemingly impossible problem 
of hunger once and for all.”
 Amy’s Holiday Party is a signature event 
of Creating Connected Communities (CCC). 
At the age of 12, Amy Sacks (now Amy Sacks 
Zeide) was stunned to learn of the theft of 
holiday toys at a local shelter. She immediately 
donated some funds to help replace those 
toys. The next year, as a bat mitzvah project, 
she organized Amy’s Holiday Party, which 
brings together kids from local social service 
agencies and offers them a fun day, ending 
with the gifting of toys and games. This year’s 
party was Amy’s 20th; The Good People Fund 
was present and experienced what can only be 
called an extravaganza. What makes this event 
even more meaningful is that the teens who 
volunteer are responsible for much of what 
takes place. Amy’s organization, Creating 
Connected Communities, provides leadership 
training to local teens, with a curriculum that 
focuses on homelessness and advocacy. The 
holiday party is part of the program. 
 “We knew Amy’s story from many years 
ago and were not surprised to finally meet a 
gracious young woman who hasn’t forgotten 
how small actions can have a significant 
impact,” says Eisenberger. 
 As grantees, both groups receive funding 
(a combined total of nearly $10,000 in 2014), 
as well as mentorship and professional 
guidance, to help them successfully grow and 
reach their full potential.
 While Eisenberger’s trip was filled 
with events, she also met and strategized 

with Robyn Faintich, who now serves as the 
education and outreach consultant to the Good 
People Fund. Faintich brings over 17 years of 
Jewish communal professional experience 
in areas that include youth movements, day 
schools, community teen initiatives, early 
childhood education, congregational family 
education, and adult education. 
 In August 2010, Robyn launched 
JewishGPS LLC to help guide Jewish 
organizations in many aspects of Jewish 
education. Robyn is responsible for the Good 
People Fund’s new education initiative, 
Grab ‘n’ Go Lessons, created to complement 
the existing curriculum. “Grab ’n’ Go are 
tzedakah-based lesson plans that encapsulate 
a profile of a Good Person, an existing grantee, 
and include interactive discussion guides, a 
corresponding text study, specialized learning 
activities and suggestions for hands-on social 
action engagement,” explains Faintich. 
“What sets them apart from other modular or 
instant lessons is that they profile a person or 
organization doing this good work, today.” 
 The curriculum and Grab ‘n’ Go Lessons 
can be downloaded, free of charge, at 
goodpeoplefund.org/jewish-learning-about-
tzedakah/gpf-grab-n-go-lessons.
 Faintich has also been instrumental in the 
increase of GPF’s social media presence.
 Founded in 2008 and inspired by the 
concept of repairing the world, The Good 
People Fund responds to significant problems 
such as poverty, disability, trauma, and social 
isolation, primarily in the United States and 
Israel. It provides financial support and 
management guidance for small-to-medium 
grassroots efforts. GPF grant recipients are 
leading their non-profits with annual budgets 
less than $500,000 and no professional 
development staff, but are driven to make a 
difference in their communities. 
 With its guiding philosophy that small 
actions can have huge impacts and its 
emphasis on the personal connection, the GPF 
has raised and granted more than $6 million 
dollars since its inception. 
 Further information GPF and its grantees 
can be found at www.goodpeoplefund.org.

Good People Fund
From page 25

Amy Sacks Zeide, founder of Amy’s Holiday Party, and Naomi Eisenberger, at 
the 20th Annual Party, with over 750 kids and 450 volunteers

 Every year members from the Atlanta 
Jewish War Veterans’ (JWV) Post 112 place 
flags at the graves of Jewish Veterans for 
Veterans Day. 
  The 2014 event took place Sunday, 
November 2, when hundreds of small flags 
were placed at Arlington, Crestlawn, and 
Greenwood cemeteries.
 Past post commander Barry Benator led 
the post contingent at Arlington Cemetery 
and was assisted by Don Herrmann, Gabi 
Jones, Fred Taylor, Stefan Pollack, George 
Cohen, Abe Goldfarb, Mike Marable, 
Felicia Marable, Harrison Marable, and 
Jarrod Marable. 
 The Greenwood Cemetery contingent 
was led by Post Commander Richard 

Chastain and Kimberly Davis, Sandy 
Springs Police Explorer Barbara Jean 
Shirley, Sandy Springs Police Officer 
Rodriguez Reeves, and Andrew Brodie.
 At Crestlawn Cemetery, flags were 
placed by Sr. Vice Commander Robert Max, 
Jay Bailey, George Heart, and George’s 
eight-year-old son, Avi Heart.
 At the same time, the post co-sponsored 
the twice-yearly blood drive at Ahavath 
Achim Synagogue in Atlanta.
 The Jewish War Veterans, the oldest 
national veterans service organization in the 
United States, maintains posts throughout 
the nation. For more information, contact 
LTC George Heart, Ret., at 404-817-1301 
or 613heart@gmail.com.

Atlanta Jewish War Veterans place 
flags at the graves of Jewish veterans

JWV Post 112 
contingent at 
Arlington Cemetery: 
Don Herrmann (from 
left), Gabi Jones, 
Fred Taylor, Stefan 
Pollack, George 
Cohen, Abe Goldfarb, 
Mike Marable, Felicia 
Marable, Harrison 
Marable, and Jarrod 
Marable.

At Greenwood 
Cemetery: 

Kimberly Davis (from 
left), Police Explorer 

Barbara Jean Shirley, 
Police Officer 

Rodriguez Reeves, 
and Andrew Brodie
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BASKETBALL BUNCH AT LUNCH. 
The seventh get-together of the Basketball 
Bunch at Lunch (BBAL) took place at Taco 
Mac, at The Prado, on October 20, 2014. 
The group comprises guys who played in the 
AJCC Men’s Basketball League sometime 
between the years 1965-1985. BBAL first 
met in 2010, with 11 attendees; May of 
2014 had the highest attendance, with 32 
guys. Those who attend find it an enjoyable 
experience and a great opportunity to 
reconnect with guys they haven’t seen in a 
long time.
 Stan Sobel welcomed everyone and 
took a minute to remember those who had 
passed away, with Stan Lansky, who died in 
August of 2014, being the most recent. Stan 
read some remembrances from Pete Rosen, 
who was a close friend of Stan. 
 We asked each guy to introduce himself 
and relate a short story or experience that 
he had as a member of the league. It was 
a fun way to add to some good memories. 
Martin Cohen found out that he made two 
foul shots at the end of a game to win it, yet 
has no recollection of doing so. 
 We had five first-timers attend this year: 
Larry Taylor, Dick Dressler, Leon Tuck, 
Billy Light, and Jerry Katz. Each year, 
we renew our attempts to contact as many 
former players as possible. It’s amazing 
how many still live in the Atlanta area.
 Larry Taylor brought a tattered AJCC 
basketball jersey from the early ‘70s, with 
his team’s name, Bullets, on it. Over the 
years, there have been some crazy names 
associated with teams in the league. At one 
time, you could have played for Green’s 
Blintzes, Sandy’s Salamis, Appel’s Strudels, 
or Alexander’s Kugels; the food names go 
on, which is very appropriate for a JCC 
league. Or maybe you played for Benamy’s 
Bulls, Leb’s Lions, or Manning’s Marauders. 
 Jerry Katz looked like he could still suit 
up and hit for 20 points. A 1972 article from 
the AJCC archives reported him scoring 27 
points with a broken finger on his shooting 
hand. 
 Dick Dressler, who was a captain 
for many teams over the years, remarked 
how much he missed basketball and the 
enjoyment it brought him. 
 Leon Tuck was a high school and AZA 
basketball star in Atlanta, but his Men’s 

League career ended with an Achilles’ injury 
during the first game he played. It was great 
seeing him, and he thanked Ray Taratoot for 
the invitation. Ray had also contacted Jerry 
Katz and Larry Taylor, so he goes as our top 
recruiter for the meeting.
 Billy Light made a late appearance, but 
we’re glad he attended. He’s started playing 
in the 40+ Cross Court League. I always 
remember him as a tenacious defender, and 
it always seemed like he, Richard Kaufman, 
and Roy Swartzberg ended up on the same 
team.

Basketball Bunch at Lunch 1st timers

 The planning committee—Stan Sobel, 
Howie Frushtick, Ray Taratoot, and I—
added a new feature this year, a Trivia 
Contest consisting of 10 questions covering 
the period from 1965-1985. Everyone got 
the list of questions and was on the honor 
system—no giving or getting help. We had 
at least 10 guys get five or more questions 
right. George Wise was 10 for 10 and 
received the winner’s certificate. If only he 
could shoot like that. George also holds the 
record of being the only guy in the league to 
play at age 80.

Winner of BBAL Trivia Contest

 Stan Sobel and Jon Miller tied for 
second, with eight right. Stan was mad at 
himself for having missed the question 
about the rule that every player on the 

team had to play at least a half. When he 
was commissioner, he was the one who 
introduced that rule.
 There will be a new Trivia Contest at 
the next get-together. Meanwhile, for those 
who got less than five right, the remedial 
class for Men’s League History will be held 
Sunday morning at the “J.” There will also 
be a mystery door prize, donated by Charlie 
Romano, previous assistant athletic director 
at the “J.”
 We had three tables set up, with 
articles, pictures, programs, rosters, and 
standings from the 20-year period. It was 
fun browsing through the memorabilia that 
included a lot of articles by Hal Krafchick 
about the league, which he titled “Athletes 
Footnotes.” Hal liked to give nicknames to 
players, so we read about Stu (Fly) Heller, 
Barry (Doc) Koffler, Ray (The Hatchet) 
Blasé, Bobby (Downtown) Hyman, Randy 
(I Never Touched Him Ref) Feinberg, 
George (Washington) Wise, Don (Moose) 
Miller, and the list goes on and on.
 I left Taco Mac at about 2:30 p.m., and 
Stan, Jerry Finklestein, Ray Taratoot, Ray 
Blasé, and Jon Bennett were still swapping 
stories. We’ll be getting together for BBAL 
#8 sometime in 2015. If you played in the 
basketball league between 1965-1985 and 
would like to be invited to the next get-
together, please contact me at drjsch7@
comcast.net. I’m already looking forward 
to concocting the next Trivia Contest and 
seeing the guys again.

PRAY BALL. In the September-October 
“Schwartz on Sports,” I wrote about the 
importance of the “Head Edge,” the mental 
aspect of playing sports. It’s a essential 
complement to the physical aspect. 
 This time, I want to look at the spiritual 
side and how Judaism and sports can mesh. 
I got this idea after reading, Pray Ball! The 
Spiritual Insights of a Jewish Sports Fan 
by Rabbi James Gordon. As someone who 
loves and respects Judaism, as I also do 
sports, I thought it would be interesting to 
see how they intertwine. 
 Rabbi Gordon’s book has chapters on 
famous athletes such as Michael Jordan, 
Tiger Woods, Jackie Robinson, Phil Jackson, 
Mickey Mantle, and Cal Ripken, Jr.; and 
illustrates how the qualities that helped 
these stars excel in sports mesh with values 
we have learned and embraced in Judaism. 
He connects sports with Jewish beliefs 
about respect, sportsmanship, team play, 
fair play, and physical fitness. He reminds 
us that without a spiritual connection, all of 
life’s activities are futile, with sports being 
no exception.
 Rabbi Gordon breaks the book into 
sections by sports, including: Basketball, 
Baseball, Football, Hockey, Golf, the 
Olympics, and Leaders and Heroes. 

 The chapter on baseball highlights 
Ripken, a particular sports role model of 
mine. Ripken broke a 50-year-old Major 
League Baseball record when he appeared in 
2,131 consecutive games with the Baltimore 
Orioles. This astonishing record spans more 
than 14 years. It’s a mark of endurance, 
durability, consistency, and passion. Rabbi 
Gordon writes about the importance of 
teshuva, which requires all Jews to have 
the passion of wanting to change for the 
better. We passionately fight to ensure that 
our fellow human beings are treated fairly, 
kindly, and with compassion (tzedek—
justice). 
 My favorite chapter is about leaders 
and heroes. Rabbi Gordon emphasizes 
that we should view our sport stars as role 
models only for realistic qualities—that 
they are not “true heroes.” We emulate them 
for traits such as work ethic, sportsmanship, 
and teamwork displayed on the courts and 
fields. As always, whenever I read about 
Jewish sports greats, Hank Greenberg and 
Sandy Koufax are always mentioned. They 
are the only two Jewish Major League 
players to be inducted into the Baseball Hall 
of Fame, and both refused to played baseball 
on Yom Kippur, in spite of being needed by 
their teams. They did what is right as Jews 
and did not succumb to outside pressures.
 Who should be our true heroes? We 
find them among lesser-known people, such 
as our rabbis, teachers, friends, parents, 
grandparents, and other relatives. 
 Rabbi Gordon goes on to talk about 
other famous true heroes in Jewish history. 
Moses, a man who was extremely humble 
and flawed, was his favorite. Moses served 
as an inspiring example of how each of us 
can overcome tremendous obstacles.
 Everyone who has participated in 
sports knows that there is a learning curve, 
and very few can excel immediately. 
Overcoming obstacles in sports through 
practice, dedication, and effort—all Jewish 
values—help us incorporate these values 
into our other endeavors, whatever they 
may be.
 Competition is a reality of sports. 
Almost anytime a score is kept, there will be 
a winner and a loser. What does our Jewish 
tradition teach us about competition? 
 We should not ask ourselves why we 
are not as good as the next player. Instead, 
we should ask why we haven’t tried our 
hardest to achieve our potential. We should 
encourage our children to play their best, to 
be happy, and to strive to reach their own 
potential.
 I highly recommend this book if you 
are a Jewish Georgian sport fan and you 
want a stimulating, thought provoking read.

 I hope you enjoyed this edition. Until 
next time, drive for the bucket and score.

AWE
STAND

WITH
ISRAEL

Schwartz on Sports
BY Jerry
    Schwartz
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Rabbi David Geffen, Rabbi Tobias Geffen’s 
grandson, sent along this piece to help us 
continue to remember the glow of hope 
that has radiated from the vessels of the 
hanukkiah.

 It was 1933—the year Hitler came to 
power. Since the world press covered him, 
initially, as a great leader, his demonic 
plans for the annihilation of the Jews were 
not openly discussed. In actuality, those 
who read any of the four daily Yiddish 
newspapers printed on American soil could 
find an analysis of Hitler’s plan—death to 

the Jews.
 HaRav Tuvia (Tobias) Geffen, of 
Atlanta, Georgia, was not only aware of 
what was being planned, but also he was 
working feverishly to get family members 
out of Europe before the tragedies began. 
Since too many Jews, his family included, 
did not believe from 1933 to 1938 that such 
butchery was possible, they were hesitant to 
uproot themselves and leave for safety.
 For Chanukah 1933/5694, WSB Radio, 
in Atlanta, made time available for a holiday 
broadcast. The Shearith Israel synagogue 
school, which was headed by Samuel 
Geffen, the rabbi’s son, trained the children 
to sing the lively melodies in Hebrew. Rabbi 
Geffen prepared a brief speech in Yiddish. 
That speech survived and was translated 
into Hebrew by Professor Dov Levin, of 
Jerusalem, the rabbi’s great-nephew, who 
is a survivor smuggled in as one of the 
maapilim, in October 1935.

 “Once again, it is Chanukah,” Geffen 
began, “and the bright flames of the menorah 
are glowing in Jewish homes.” After a 
brief history of the Maccabean struggle, he 
stressed that the “little lights kindled 2,000 
years ago are still burning in all lands of our 
galut—exile.” 
 Now he turned to the contemporary 
events of that era. “In these days of spiritual 
and ethical crises, when many Jews afflict 
themselves with sadness and trepidation 
as they read in the newspapers what is 
happening to the Jews in Europe and in our 
cities here in America, Chanukah arrives 
to make its impact felt with the burning 
candles, parallel to the sun’s shining rays, 
which enlighten the souls of the depressed. 
These candles are small,” he noted, “but their 
impact is very great. These little candles 
arouse within us the great national pride of 
yore, when we were a monumental light for 
the entire world.” He continued to describe 

how these little lights can, symbolically, 
brighten our lives with rays of hope. 
 In his conclusion, he made it clear 
what was needed. “Just as G-d, Lord of the 
Universe, aided the Maccabees to defeat 
the mighty forces of the wicked Antiochus, 
allowing the light of the Jew to burn in all its 
glory, so we hope that G-d will again aid us 
in this era.
 “The Jewish people will triumph over 
all manner of enemies, Hitlers, Goebbels, 
who reign in the land of our exile and others 
who rule in Eretz Yisrael. Then we will be 
privileged to see the fulfillment of the prayer 
we recite daily: ‘a new light—or hadash—
will be kindled and shine over Zion.’”
 People who understood Yiddish called 
from all over the Southern U.S. and wrote 
the rabbi asking what they could do. That 
radio address has become a Chanukah 
literary artifact. 

Light Eternal: WSB’s December 1933 Chanukah radio address against Nazis

BY David
     Geffen

 When it comes to “seasons of love,” 
November to February marks the period 
when most men get on bended knee to 
propose, while the period between June and 
October is when couples typically huddle 
under their chuppahs to tie the knot. The 
busiest period, however, happens between 
February and June—wedding planning 
season—and we’re right in the thick of it. 
 Right now, brides are going to dress 
fittings, deciding on their dance-floor 
playlists, ordering flowers, sending out 
invitations, and making the ultimate 
wedding decision: chicken or fish. It’s an 
impressive checklist for a day that marks the 
beginning of happily-ever-after. And while 
couples have confirmed the compatibility of 
their personalities, many have yet to confirm 
the compatibility of their genes. 
 Being Jewish comes with its own 
unique set of traditions, expectations, 
and, yes, even genes. For instance, some 
hereditary diseases are more common in 
Jewish communities than they are among 
our non-Jewish friends, neighbors, and 
partners. In fact, 1 in 4 Ashkenazi Jews is 
a silent carrier of at least one of 19 different 
diseases. Sephardic and Mizrahi Jews are at 
risk for carrying a number of genes common 
in those populations. When both parents are 
carriers for the same disease, each of their 
children is at 25% risk. It’s vitally important 
for everybody, Jewish or not, to get screened 
before taking the walk down Parenthood 
Lane. While many of us have heard of 
Tay-Sachs and cystic fibrosis, fewer have 
heard of other devastating genetic diseases, 
such as ML4 or familial dysautonomia. 
 Although up to a third of Jews are 

carriers of these hereditary diseases, only 
about one percent of couples who go 
through genetic screening find out they are 
both carriers of the same disease. For these 
couples, there are many options available 
to help them have healthy families. It’s 
important to undergo genetic screening to 
ensure the health and well being of your 
future family.
 Based out of Emory University’s 
Department of Human Genetics in Atlanta, 
JScreen is an online, at home genetic-
screening program dedicated to preventing 
Jewish genetic diseases. JScreen is 
particularly revolutionary for Jews, as the 
test can screen for more than 85 different 
genetic diseases, including those that are 
common in Jewish populations and others 
that are common in the general population.
 While other tests can be costly, time-
consuming, and invasive, the JScreen 
process is easy and takes only about 10 
minutes to complete. Order a kit at jscreen.
org, and when it arrives at your home, 
simply spit into the tube, seal it up, and 
mail the sample in the pre-paid packaging. 
After it’s processed by a state-of-the-art 
certified laboratory, you’ll be contacted 

with your results. If a person or couple’s 
risk is elevated, licensed genetic counselors 
address their results, options, and resources 
by telephone or secure video conferencing 
to help ensure a healthy pregnancy and 
healthy baby. 
 The JScreen test is highly accurate 
and, thanks to support from the Marcus 
Foundation and other donors, very 
affordable. The cost of screening is $99 for 
people with medical insurance. If cost is a 
barrier, financial assistance is available. A 
couple can also consider asking a friend or 
relative for a JGift certificate (jscreen.org/
gift) to help defray the cost of the screening.
 Wedding planning can be stressful; 
however, that planning pays off with a day 
that helps to launch you into your life of 
wedded bliss. Genetic screening should be 
just another step in the process of planning 
your future life together. It’s not only an 
appropriate step for this transitional time of 
your life, but it’s also an important one to 
add to your “I do” to-do. After saying yes to 
the dress, please consider saying yes to the 
JScreen test. 

Say yes to the test
JScreen Spotlight: 

Karen Arnovitz 
Grinzaid, MS, CGC

 JScreen Senior Director Karen 
Grinzaid works to raise awareness 
about Jewish genetic diseases and the 
importance of screening for prevention. 
 After receiving her master’s 
degree in human genetics from Sarah 

L a w r e n c e 
C o l l e g e , 
G r i n z a i d 
joined the 
E m o r y 
D i v i s i o n 
of Medical 
Genetics in 
1986 and 
has since 
specialized 
in multiple 
p r o g r a m 
areas that 

have touched on prenatal, pediatric, 
and adult genetic counseling, as well 
as genetic disease carrier screening. 
Along with her work on the JScreen 
initiative, Grinzaid is an instructor 
in Emory University School of 
Medicine’s Department of Human 
Genetics, where she teaches and 
mentors master’s degree students in the 
Genetic Counseling Training Program. 

Karen Grinzaid
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 When each human emerges from its 
mother’s womb and takes its first breath, 
only the fundamental reactions necessary 
for life—food and its elimination, air, 
and reaction to pain—are genetically 
imbedded in that person. To the best of my 
knowledge, hate and bigotry are not part of 
that individual’s makeup. In a like manner, 
at that time the body contains muscle that 
has capabilities but limited development. 
In short, we come into this world with the 
tools that are receptacles to be trained and 
developed.
 So why was it that from January 7 
through January 9 three people, primarily 
under the same tutelage, would have gone 

on a wanton, murderous rampage killing 
17 innocent victims whom they did not 
know? How and why were these minds and 
bodies so influenced that these villainous 
perpetrators, who had come into this world 
without this scourge of destruction, were 
manipulated and transformed into fanatical 
executioners? What was the purpose of 
these assassinations?
 Probably the best concise explanation 
comes from a quotation by George Bernard 
Shaw: “Assassination is the extreme form 
of censorship.” What we have is a clash 
of civilizations with these agents of death 
implementing a culture that is foreign to us 
in the West. Bernard Lewis, in discussing 
this conflict, wrote an article in 2003 which 
he entitled, “I’m Right, You’re Wrong, Go 
To Hell.” Both of these really frame the 
situation.
 But there was an unexpected reaction 
that these horrific acts elicited. On Sunday, 
January 11, 2015, the people rebelled in a 
peaceful action. This time it was not the 
state: it was the individual. It is reported 

that more than three million people, many 
of different political, ethnic, and religious 
backgrounds, of which approximately 
one half were in Paris itself, took to the 
streets and parks all over France to say 
“NO.” And amazingly, more than 40 world 
leaders came to Paris to support the rally, 
the largest assemblage in French history.
 What a great opening scene. But now 
comes the hard part. What actions can and 
should be taken against these purveyors of 
hate and death? What is the story line of the 
rest of the play?
 And from a Jewish perspective, the 
question has to be raised that if the murders 
had only been directed to the Jewish 
supermarket, would a similar outcry be 
heard. We know that there was not this 
public outcry when four other Jews were 
gunned down in 2012 by another barbarous 
butcher, who shot and murdered three 
children and a rabbi at a Jewish school in 
Toulouse.
 The insidious growth of anti-Semitism 
in France and in other European countries 

is well documented. What was different this 
time was that the general French population 
felt threatened and intimidated, and the 
acts were directed at their very being and 
the culture they wished to protect. 
 Maybe, just maybe, the Western 
countries will hear this clarion call. Maybe 
the piercing sounds of gunfire somehow 
acted like the sound of the shofar, which, 
borrowing the words of the Rambam in 
discussing the shofar and Rosh Hashanah, 
is telling the French as well as the world 
in general to “arise from your slumber, 
and those who are dozing, awake for your 
lethargy.”
 Some will say that we should love 
these people. I say no. They are not 
martyrs but dastardly malcontents who 
should be held accountable in this life and 
the next. Whatever name or banner they 
wish to be known by, in reality they are 
just plain power-hungry murderers seeking 
justification from religious material and 
misreading texts to seek authority.
 Thanks to you the French citizenry. 
My you continue to strive to live in keeping 
with you national motto: “Liberty, equality, 
fraternity.”

Liberté, égalité, fraternité
BY Marvin
      Botnick

 

 

A long-lost piece of early American Jewish 
history was found here in Atlanta.
For years, the Rosenbach Museum and 
Library, in Philadelphia, had been looking for 
the Thomas Sully portrait of Maria Gist Gratz.

The missing Thomas Sully portrait of 
Maria Gist Gratz

 The Gratz family has a remarkable 
history. Two Gratz brothers came to America 
in 1740, before the Revolution, and became 
involved in the young country’s war for 
independence. Michael Gratz and his father-
in-law, Joseph Simon, supplied arms to the 
Continental Army.
 Michael became known as “The Merchant 

Prince” of Philadelphia. He fathered 12 
children, one of whom was Benjamin. Most 
of the children joined the family businesses 
in Philadelphia, but Benjamin settled in 
Kentucky, where his father owned land on the 
frontier.
 Benjamin married Maria Gist, whose 
family had an equally interesting history.
Her father, Nathaniel Gist, had lived among 
the Indians and is said to have also been 
the father of Sequoyah, the creator of the 
Cherokee writing system. Nathaniel’s father, 
Christopher, had been a scout and spy for 
George Washington. Maria’s sister Eliza 
married Preston Blair; their Washington, D.C., 
home, Blair House, is now the president’s 
official guesthouse. 
 Maria and Benjamin, on a trip back 
to Philadelphia, had their portraits painted 
by Thomas Sully, one of the most famous 
American portrait artists of the early 1800s. 
He had also painted Benjamin’s sister, 
Rebecca Gratz, perhaps now the best-known 
member of the family. 
 Rebecca’s story is told in Cokie Roberts’ 
book Ladies of Liberty. Rebecca Gratz 
remained single because she didn’t want to 
marry out of her faith. She is credited with 
starting the first Sunday school for Jewish 
children, the Jewish Foster Home and Orphans 
Asylum, the Hebrew Benevolent Society, a 
school for the deaf, and other philanthropic 
and educational entities. The Gratz family 
mingled with the elite of Philadelphia society, 
as their home became a gathering place for 
writers and artists.
 Among Rebecca’s friends were the artist 
Thomas Sully and the writer Washington 
Irving. She became known as the inspiration 
for the character Rebecca in Sir Walter Scott’s 
novel Ivanhoe.

 In Philadelphia today, there is Gratz 
College, for Jewish studies, and Simon Gratz 
High School. 
 The Rosenbach Museum and Library was 
founded by A.S.W. Rosenbach, a 20th-century 
bookseller, and his brother, both descendants 
of the Gratz family. The museum had the 
portrait of Benjamin and one of Rebecca, but 
no one knew what happened to the portrait of 
Maria.

Thomas Sully’s portrait of Benjamin 
Gratz

 Here in Atlanta, in 2011, Mimi Roberts 
was researching her family’s history for her 
DAR membership. On the Internet, she found 
a request from the Rosenbach Museum, asking 
people to search attics, libraries, estate sales, 
and auctions to help find the portrait of Maria 
Gist Gratz. That was Mimi’s maiden name! 
And as her namesake, she had Maria’s portrait 
hanging over her mantel. Her grandmother 
displayed the painting back in the 1950s, and 
Mimi had owned it for decades.
 Mimi called the Rosenbach curator, 

who flew down immediately to verify the 
painting’s authenticity. She declared it an 
authentic Sully. Thomas Sully is known for 
having painted Thomas Jefferson, Lafayette, 
and Queen Victoria, among others.
 An article about the surprising find 
appeared in many newspapers across the 
country, and an unknown cousin in Sacramento 
came up with the same painting. Hers was 
signed and dated by Sully. So Mimi’s turned 
out to be a copy that the family had ordered 
the artist to paint after Maria Gratz’s death.

The original Thomas Sully portrait of 
Maria Gist Gratz

 The happy ending to this mystery is that 
Mimi Roberts donated the beautiful portrait 
to the Rosenbach Museum. Mimi is an artist 
herself and a 7th-generation descendant of the 
Kentucky Gratz family. This past summer, 
she and her son, William Lee Roberts, were 
invited to Philadelphia to view the museum’s 
Gratz family collection and to visit other 
historic sites in the city associated with her 
famous family. 

The mystery of the missing portrait
BY Carolyn
     Gold
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TREATING THE WHOLE PERSON, IN 
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE WHOLE 
COMMUNITY. Patients from all segments 
of the general Atlanta community come to 
Jewish Family & Career Services’ Ben Massell 
Dental Clinic because they can’t afford dental 
care. But they often can’t afford many other 
things—including things so many of us take 
for granted, such as books and toys for our 
children. 
 BMDC has made it a goal to provide more 
family-friendly programs to adult patients 
who have children. Earlier this year, Davis 
Academy student Sarah Cohen collected 
books for children and donated them to BMDC 
as part of her bat mitzvah project. Patients 
with children from pre-k through high school 
were invited to visit the clinic on a Sunday 
afternoon in July and select a few books to 
keep, along with bookmarks they created. The 
patients who came with their children loved 
the opportunity to encourage their children to 
keep reading while out of school.
 During the summer, URJ Camp Coleman 
asked its campers to bring school supplies to 
donate to BMDC families, as part of a camp-
wide mitzvah project. The result: countless 
pens, pencils, notebooks, scissors, crayons, 
markers, and book bags for patients’ children. 
 Most recently, thanks to donations from 
local businesses during a “Christmas in July” 
initiative BMDC started, planning began well 
in advance for a holiday party for patients 
who have children. JF&CS engaged families 
from the community who were looking for 
volunteer opportunities with their children. 
Six families shopped for wish-list items for 
children invited to the party. The families 
came to the party in early December and 
helped facilitate a variety of activities. The 
Davis Academy Middle School donated toys 
and games. Clients left with wrapped gifts for 
their children and tears of gratitude.
 There are many ways to contribute to 
BMDC. For information, contact Denise 
Deitchman, at volunteer@jfcs-atlanta.org. 

COLLABORATIONS. Partnering with 
other organizations isn’t new for JF&CS. 
But its collaboration with Camp Twin Lakes 
is unique. It started in the spring of 2012, 
when discussions began about building a 
house together for people with developmental 
disabilities, on land owned by Twin Lakes, in 
Rutledge, Georgia, about 45 minutes east of 
Atlanta. 
 Providing camp experiences for children 
with illnesses, disabilities, and other challenges, 
CTL is an obvious match with JF&CS. A group 
from TeamWORKS, the prevocational arm of 
the Tools for Independence WORKS program 
of JF&CS, began going to the camp to clean, 
help out, and integrate with the campers. The 
new house, which will be fully compliant 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act, is 
expected to be finished by spring. 
 In addition, JF&CS began participating in 
the Family Warrior Weekends. These retreats, 
held several times a year for U.S. service 
members and their families, started in October 
2010, in partnership with several other 
organizations. The retreats allow veterans who 
have been deployed to Iraq and/or Afghanistan 
and their families to reconnect in an almost 
therapeutic camp setting. Responding to the 
invitation for some clinical presence, JF&CS 
sent clinical social workers Molly Levine-
Hunt, LCSW, and Ashley Semerenko, LMSW, 
this fall. 
 “It was an amazing experience being a 
part of the Family Warrior Weekend,” said 
Levine-Hunt. “The Warriors and their spouses 
are incredibly resilient and brave. It was an 
honor for us to be in their presence and witness 
their stories.” 
 Weekend activities included couple skills 
workshops, yoga, financial planning, adult 
games, family games, and the Warrior Bonfire.
 “It’s good to know that there are teams 
out there actively searching for ways to help 
veterans in a one-stop fashion,” said one 
participant.
 The best thing about the weekend was 

that “it provided a safe social environment for 
us,” said the wife of a veteran. “We are unable 
to socialize a lot, because my husband gets 
triggered constantly and has suicidal thoughts. 
Being able to come and have so much help 
with the kids really relieved stress on him 
and me. The counselors helped make sure he 
was OK. It was a great, almost normal, family 
social weekend.”
 The next family retreat is February 27 - 
March 1. For more information on this and 
other upcoming weekends, contact Molly, at 
mlevine@jfcs-atlanta.org, or Kate Lipton at 
kate@camptwinlakes.org.

SUPPORT FOR TEENS. JF&CS is 
facilitating a group for LGBTQ (Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, or Queer) teens 
of all faiths, ages 13-17. The group will meet 
every other Wednesday, 6:00 p.m.-7:15 p.m., 
at JF&CS, in Dunwoody. The fee is $10 per 
session. Contact Alicia Simoni, MA, LMSW, 
at asimoni@jfcs-atlanta.org or 770-677-
9417, for more information and to schedule 
a required individual screening, or visit 
yourtoolsforliving.org/services/counseling/
lgbtq-support.
 JF&CS also plans to start a group for 
teenage girls. The group will offer support, 
education, and an opportunity to explore issues 
of peer relationships and family dynamics. 
For more information, e-mail families@jfcs-
atlanta.org.

BEYOND BASIC DENTAL CARE. Ben 
Massell Dental Clinic makes available good, 
basic dental care to patients who otherwise 
can’t afford it, like regular cleanings. But it 

goes further; some patients have much more 
complex medical needs and must address their 
oral health. Take Patricia. After chemotherapy 
and radiation for throat cancer, Patricia had 
her vocal cords removed in 2013. Cancer 
treatment weakens teeth, so she needed several 
extracted. She came to BMDC and began 
treatment with one of the residents.
 As the resident was finishing the program 
in August, she completed a partial denture 
to restore Patricia’s smile. Patricia continues 
to receive cleanings and other treatment at 
BMDC, while she awaits an artificial voice 
box from Grady. BMDC works closely with 
many partners to provide comprehensive 
care for patients in need. And while dental 
care is BMDC’s major service, the clinic also 
provides health screenings and counseling 
through its partnering organizations and its 
own social workers.

Thanks to the Ben Massell Dental 
Clinic, Patricia was able to get regular 
dental care while she awaited her voice 
box.

 JF&CS News

16 service members and veteran families of Iraq and Afghanistan spent the 
weekend at Camp Twin Lakes’ Family Warrior Weekend, November 7-9.

 BUSINESS BITS
By Marsha Liebowitz

JOIN THE CYBER SECURITY 
MISSION. The Georgia Department of 
Economic Development is leading the 
Georgia Cyber Security Mission to Israel, 
March 14-20, in partnership with the Metro 
Atlanta Chamber and the Technology 
Association of Georgia and implemented 
by Conexx: American Israel Business 
Connector. CISOs, CIOs, CTOs, and others 
with interest in cyber security are invited 
to join this business mission. The mission 
includes participation at the CyberTech 
International Conference and Exhibition, 
in Tel Aviv; 4-star hotel accommodations; 
in-country ground transportation; and 

most meals. For information, contact Guy 
Tessler 678-274-9699 or gtessler@conexx.
org.

BRACHA SHLOMO AT CONEXX. 
Bracha Shlomo is the new in-Israel 
representative for Conexx. In this capacity, 
she will identify Israeli companies and 
innovation that may be of value to American 
businesses; maintain close contact with 
Israeli companies that Conexx or its 
stakeholders have connected to, that may 
want to do business in America or with an 
American company; and educate the Israeli 
business community on the advantages of 
doing business in and with the Southeast.

Dr. Orna Berry, EMC 
(from left); Limor 
Nakar-Vincent and 
Eitan Yudilevich, BIRD 
Foundation; and Bracha 
Shlomo

Bracha Shlomo with U.S. 
Ambassador to Israel 

Daniel Shapiro
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 As usual, in searching for something else 
amongst my “stuff,” I came across an old key. 
Well, not exactly a real key, but a weather-beaten 
2 1/2” x 5” cardboard luggage tag, which was 
attached to the leather strap on my only piece 
of luggage I brought from China—actually, a 
large basket-weave box—and all going with me 
to America.
 In that luggage box were my worldly 
possessions. Since that was an ancient 68 years 
ago, I dimly recall that I had packed the few 
clothes I possessed, a new pair of shoes bought 
in Shanghai, a fancy silk embroidered Chinese 
jacket, my old school report cards, and a photo 
album filled with family pictures, including a 
few precious studio-made photos of us.
 Also crammed in the box were special 
books—prizes that I won for good work in 
school. Even today, I still use the Concise Oxford 
Dictionary, my General Knowledge prize “For 
the year 1937-38, Shanghai Municipal Council, 
Public School for Girls, 4O4 Yu Yuen Road.”
 I bought some gifts for my uncle and aunt, 
Louis and Dorothy Friend, who very kindly 
sponsored my trip to America and got me a 
transfer from St. John’s University, in Shanghai, 
to the University of Georgia. For their son, my 
cousin Stuart, I bought an embroidered silk 
smoking jacket. I can’t imagine what I thought 
a 21-year-old young man in Eastman, Georgia, 
would do with a fancy embroidered Chinese 
smoking jacket!
 Of course, I carried a bag full of my very 
important documents that didn’t go in the 
luggage box. Precious papers, like my birth 
certificate, high school graduation letter from 
our headmistress (this was during World War II; 
thus, there were no formal diplomas), a paid-in-
full receipt for my freshman year at St. John’s 
University, the Shanghai Quarantine Service 
certificate of my smallpox vaccination, and 
probably a receipt for “passage, 3rd class, on 
the American President Lines, General Gordon, 
from Shanghai to San Francisco, sailing on 30 

April 1947.”
 This same ship had been reconverted from 
a troop ship to an ocean liner. The huge hold 
had once crammed thousands of GIs going 
“Over There” in World War II, sleeping in 
five-tiered hammock-type bunks, which were 
now trimmed to two-tiered bunks. I slept on 
the bottom one and, for two weeks, had to 
listen to a lady in the top bunk moaning for 
her husband, Sigmund, to help her. All the men 
were in a similar cavernous hold on the other 
side of the ship, while our side was for women 
and children only. I’m assuming that first-class 
cabins were out of financial reach for most of 
us. 
 Once morning would come, I’d escape to 
the upper decks, where we young folks would 
gather and socialize. I even got a marriage 
proposal from some young GI, who was on 
his way home from his stint in the CBI (China 
Burma India) Theater.
 I’m smiling, thinking of that two-week 
trip across the Pacific, with a stop in Honolulu, 
where immigration folks boarded the ship to 
check everyone’s documents—and who didn’t 
allow me to get off the ship to tour the islands 
because I was a “foreign student” without a 
passport. 
 When we landed in San Francisco, my 
school chum and shipmate, Nancy, and I spent 
a few days in the land of our dreams—the 
goldena medina (land of gold). Nancy, who 
lives in California, and I often recall our first 
ice-cream treat, at the famous Woolworth’s on 
Market Street, and our first look in a mom-and-
pop store, replete with packaged sliced bread, 
and other such interesting (to us) American 
novelties.
 As if by magic, my “key” opened a whole 
new life for me, that day in 1947, when we 
steamed under the fabulous Golden Gate 
Bridge (aptly named for me, as it was the gate 
to my new life), into San Francisco’s harbor. 
 Subsequently, there was my life in 
Georgia—attending the University of Georgia 
(Go Dawgs); working at Southern Bell, 
The American Red Cross, and B’nai B’rith; 
marriage and family; and finally, decades later, 
trying to age gracefully, in a senior retirement 
community on Peachtree Road, in Atlanta.
 Happy and Healthy New Year 2015, y’all, 
and God Bless America.

The magic key 
BY Balfoura
   “Bo” Levine

The magic key – a cardboard luggage tag, April 30, 1947
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 It’s that time of year when new products 
are launched, and the Kosherfest New 
Product competition has recently announced 
its 2014 picks. Winners are selected by a 
jury of kosher retail and foodservice buyers, 
distributors, chefs, and industry experts. I 
am delighted to report that some of these 
products are already available in Atlanta. 

• BEST IN SHOW: DeeBee’s Organic 
TeaPops (deebeesorganics.com)
• Best New Frozen 
Dessert: DeeBee’s 
Organic TeaPops
• Best New Yogurt: 
Karoun Greek 
Style Honey Yogurt 
( k a r o u n c h e e s e .
com)
• Best New Cheese: 
8 oz. Shred Italian 
Blend-Mozzarella 
and Provolone, 
A n d e r s o n 
International Foods 
Inc. (aifoods.com)
• Best New Candy: 
S e e ’ M o r e ’ s 
S ’ m o r e s , 
Pete’s Gourmet 
(petesgourmet.com)
• Best New Sweet Snack: All Natural 
Caramel Corn Series, Zelda’s Sweet Shoppe 
(Zeldas.net)
• Best New Bread or Baked Good: Ginger 
Slap, NoMoo 
Cookie Company 
(nomoocookies.
com)
• Best New Dip, 
Spread, or Salsa: 
Truffle Pate Line 
(Black Truffle 
Pate and White 
Truffle Pate), La 
Rusticella Truffles 
(larustchellatruffles.com)
• Best New Jam/Preserve or Dried Fruit: 
Tishbi Apricot Riesling Wine & Fruit 
Preserves, Fruit of the Land (fruitoftheland.
com)
• Best New Condiment, Sauce, Dressing, or 
Marinade: MIKEE Sriracha & Srirachnaise 
(mikee.com)
• Best New Kosher for Passover: Carrot 
Cake Macaroons, The Manischewitz 
Company (rabfoodgroup.com)
• Best New Mix: Blends by Orly—Gluten 
Free Flours (blendsbyorly.com)
• Best New Frozen Entrée: Crusted Fish 
Fillets (Quinoa & Herb, Southern Cornmeal, 
Thai Coconut), Dr. Praeger’s Sensible 
Foods (drpraegers.com)

• Best New Pre-Cooked Packaged Meat: 
Gourmet Spicy Apple Chicken Sausage, 
Empire Kosher Poultry (empirekosher.com)
• Best New Wine, Beer, or Spirit: Baron 
Tequila (baronspirits.com)
 I once again co-chaired the pre-
Kosherfest media event. This, the fourth 
annual KosherFeast dinner, was held in 
the 100-year-old historic Streit’s Matzo 
Factory. Honorees included Joey Allaham, 
Prime Hospitality Group; Brent Delman, 
The Cheese Guy; Joe Hurliman, winemaker, 
Herzog Wine Cellars; Allison Josephs, Jew 
in the City; Estee Kafra, of Kosher Scoop; 
Shifra and Shlomo Klein, founders of Joy 
of Kosher magazine (formerly Bitayavon); 
David Mintz, founder 
of Tofutti; Jeff Nathan, 
celebrity chef and founder 

of Abigaels; Dr. 
Peter Praeger 
(z’l), founder of 
Dr. Praeger’s; 
and The Streit’s 
Family.
 While on 
the subject of 
luminaries, I 
sadly have to 
share mention 
of a huge loss in the kosher 
culinary community. Gil 
Marks, award-winning author 
of The Encyclopedia of Jewish 
Food and The World of Jewish 
Cooking, passed away in 
December at age 62. Gil, a 
personal friend, was a James 

Beard award winner, Jewish food historian, 
and a true mensch. He will be missed by his 
many readers, fans, and colleagues. 

WHAT’S NEW?

 I want to thank 
Leonard Goldstein for 
recently bringing a 
kosher product to my 
attention. He found a 
value-priced ($1.99 for 
28 ounces), OU-kosher 
certified canned fruit 
mix at Kroger, perfect 
for adding to fruit 

salads. It is under the new Kroger P$$$T 
label.
 Thanks to my friend Gert Bodker for 
making me aware of Costco’s Kirkland 
brand OU-certified wild sockeye salmon. 
It’s in the freezer department. Yes, it is a bit 
pricey, but it is a good alternative to farm 
raised salmon. 

Kirkland brand OU-certified wild sockeye 
salmon

 Another new product I am enjoying is 
Jurassic Mix (kale) from Podponics. This 
local company has made my eating so much 
healthier and convenient. I just pull open 
their packages of pre-washed, locally grown 

lettuce mixes, and 
create a salad or side 
dish. No washing is 
necessary, and the 
greens are pesticide-
free. For the kale 
mix, I suggest you 
sauté in a bit of olive 
oil and season it 
with garlic, salt, and 
pepper. Delicious. 
The lettuce mixes 
are available at 
Whole Foods 

Briarcliff. 
 And finally, for those of you who have 

considered culinary travel—
Susie Fishbein is leading 
a kosher culinary tour of 
Israel, February 12-19. If 
you are planning a trip and 
love to eat and cook, this 
is a delicious opportunity. 
For more information, visit 
Jewishjourney.co.il.
 Speaking of tours, there 
are dozens of Passover 
trips planned this year, 
including ones to luxury 
destinations around the 
world. For information, 
visit koshertravelers.
com—or if you want a 
6-star experience, such as 
Passover at the St. Regis in 
Laguna Beach, California, 
or Aspen, Colorado, or 
perhaps Anguilla, browse 

theprimeexperience.com.

FOOD TRENDS 2015

 As we start a new year, the food trend 
forecasters have shared predictions. I 
present a few: 

• It is the year of the Jewish deli—welcome 
back schmaltz.
• High-end bourbon and whisky replace 
scotch at #1.
• Savory ice creams and yogurts make a 

Kosher Affairs
BY Roberta
     Scher

See KOSHER AFFAIRS, page 36

DeeBee’s Organic TeaPops

Ginger Slap cookies

Leah Rothchild, Allison Josephs (from left); 
Mindie Ereich, Joey Allaham; Brent Delman, The 
Cheese Guy; Joe Hurliman, Herzog Wine Cellars; 
Shlomo and Shifra Klein, Joy of Kosher magazine

Jeff Nathan, Abigaels (left) and 
Estee Kafra, Kosher Scoop
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 Alexander “Alex” Idov literally grew 
up in the kitchen of his father’s bakery. His 
dad, Bernie Idov, was a professional kosher 
baker who operated a shop called Bernie 
The Baker in the Toco Hill Shopping Center. 
 After his wife passed away, Bernie 
raised Alex as a single parent; the son spent 
his childhood in the bakery, munching on 
pastries and cookies and schmoozing with 
the employees. Alex also loved watching 
his Bubbie Charlotte cook old-Jewish and 
Southern delicacies at home. 
 The smell of Shabbos was real in the 
house in which Bernie raised Alex. To this 
day, there is still a full-scale bakery in the 
basement, now used to bake challahs for 
the family’s personal use. Alex still has 
vivid recollections of the heavenly aromas 
that came from the basement bakery and 
from the upstairs kitchen, while his bubbie 
prepared the Shabbos dinner. 
 As he grew, Alex spent time in kitchen 
design showrooms, especially The Home 
Depot EXPO Design Center. His father took 
him there often, as he was planning his own 

kitchen. 
 With all of his exposure to kosher food, 
it was natural for Alex to develop a desire 
for a culinary career. Searching online for 
schools offering degree programs, he found 
what he was looking for in Kennesaw State 
University, which, in 2013, introduced an 
innovative bachelor of science degree in 

Culinary Sustainability and Hospitality. 
Alex felt this was the program he wanted 
and enrolled. He embraced the goals of 
preparing students for the culinary business 
by educating for leadership and providing 
diverse courses that students really need to 
succeed in this type of business.
 Alex has taken classes in organic 
agriculture, nutrition, food science, world 
cuisines and cultures, and plant-based 
cuisine. He has also taken numerous 
business classes, as well as classes in wines 
and spirits and beer brewing.

Alex selects just the right tomatoes

 Alex has mastered his course work at 
KSU, but it hasn’t been an easy environment 
for him. Of the 200 students in the program, 
Alex was the only kosher-observant student. 
 He had heard horror stories about 
kosher-observant students attending culinary 
programs and having difficulties with the 
school or stubborn instructors. But he didn’t 
find anything like that at Kennesaw State. 
The school and its instructors have been 
very understanding and accommodating. 
 In addition to being unable to taste any 
of the food he prepared, Alex could not 
combine meat or dairy, whether cooking or 
serving. He could not use the same utensils 
to prepare meat and dairy dishes. He had to 
kasher all his pots, pans, and utensils. While 
he could not eat anything he prepared, 
others assured him his food tasted good. 
Alex’s utensils were kept separately from 
the other students, and everyone knew not 
to touch “Alex’s things.”
 Alex told me about his plant-
based cuisine course, which was about 
understanding the vegan diet and preparing 
vegan dishes. One class activity was to go 
to a kosher restaurant to experience vegan 
dining out. The course instructor wanted 
to make sure that Alex was included, but 
since there was no fully certified kosher 
vegan restaurant in Atlanta, the class went 

Kosher kid seeks culinary career
BY Leon
    Socol

Alex Idov

See KOSHER KID, page 37
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instead to Fuego Mundo in Sandy Springs 
and ordered strictly vegan dishes. Alex and 
his classmates really enjoyed that field trip.
 When Alex first began his studies 
at KSU, he also started a website he calls 
“Kosherology” (www.thekosherologist.
com). It has enabled him to share his love 
of cooking and his experiences with others 
who have similar interests. His website 
focuses on great (and mainly easy) kosher 
recipes, as well as providing an inside look 
at culinary schools and new kosher products 
and places. He even has a section for kosher/
Jewish food nostalgia.
 Alex recently joined The Kosher 
Connection, an invitation-only group of 
kosher-food bloggers. He enjoyed meeting 
many of them at the Kosher Blogger’s 
Conference, held in New York City this past 
November, and connecting with many great 
people and food companies. He admits he 
still has a lot to learn, and there are many 
more “tastings” along the culinary road he 
wants to savor. 

ONE YEAR  
MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

$139
$99 FOR EACH ADDITIONAL SYSTEM

REG. PRICE  $159

SERVICE TUNE-UP

$5995
PER UNIT* - REG. PRICE  $89.95

INSTALLED STEAM  
HUMIDIFIER

$1495**
16 GALLON

INSTALLED FURNACE

$1695*
45K BTU GAS

DUCT CLEANING SPECIAL

$350
UP TO 12 RUNS - REG PRICE  $475.00

ON KUDZU 
& GOOGLE+

24/7 SERVICE

*$1695 Furnace Special Lennox 45K BTU 80% gas furnace. 20 year limited warranty on the heat 
exchanger, 10 years on covered parts. Price includes standard installation. Additional charges will apply 
for upgrades. Limited time offer. Call for more details. **$1495 Steam Humidifier - Field Control 16 
gallon, 18 month warranty. Price includes standard installation. Additional charges will apply for upgrades. 
Limited time offer. Call for more details.

www.770COOLAIR.com

770.COOL AIR   

(770.266.5247)

   or     to Schedule Your FREE  

In-Home Consultation

debut.
• Flavored salts and smoky flavors are in.
• Root veggies gain in popularity. 
• Technology abounds, with same day 
grocery delivery, instant calorie counts, and 
smart phone couponing.
•Older people (“Golden Grazers”) are eating 
smaller and more frequent meals.
• Millennials and Gen Zs gravitate to 
their grandparents taste for pickled and 

fermented foods, such as pickled herring, 
pickles, sauerkraut, and modern kimchi.
• Everyone’s a home chef, with craft foods 
and ingredients at home.
• Supermarkets convert to socializing spaces 
with classes, tastes, demos, and events. 
(Sounds like Costco and Whole Foods, 
doesn’t it?)
• Pistachios are recommended to reduce 
blood pressure and lower insulin levels. 
(Move over, almonds.)

 Wishing all a healthy, delicious and 
kosher 2015!

Kosher Affairs
From page 35

 What’s cooking? Email kosheraffairs@gmail.com This column is meant to provide the 
reader with current trends and developments in the kosher marketplace. Since standards of 
kashruth certification vary, check with the AKC or your local kashruth authority to confirm 
reliability. 

Kosher Kid
From page 36

Alex harvesting collard greens

Req. Bach’s deg. (or foreign equiv.) in Education or Judaic 
Studies, & 2 yrs’ exp. in job offered or in teaching elementary 
(grades 1st through 5th) school. Req. fluency in oral & written 
Hebrew. Exp. must incl. integrating technology, teach’g in a 
blended learning environment & manag’g websites used in 
educational environment. All stated teaching exp. must have 
incorporated Jewish texts, history, ritual & holidays needed to 
support school mission. Elementary school teacher responsible 
for plann’g & implement’g high quality educational exp. Submit 
resume to hrofficestaff@gmail.com

Judaic Studies/Hebrew Language Teacher 
(The Epstein School – Sandy Springs, GA): 



Page 38 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN January-February 2015

F I N E  S O C K S  F O R  M E N

w w w . w i l l i a m a b r a h a m . c o m

LOVE
Christiane Zeh-Schendowich
Realtor

 I love how 
Christiane 

marketed and sold 
my home 

I would love to show you why my clients are satisfied. 

I love 
my new
 home

- Sandy Springs Homeowner -

- Dunwoody Homeowner -

(678) 362-5790 (cell)

Christiane.Zeh@HarryNorman.com
4848 Ashford Dunwoody Road
Sandy Springs, Georgia 30338
��0�3�4���3� ��f�ce�

Amsterdam Walk . 500 Amsterdam Ave . Atlanta . 404/892-8294
Decatur Square . 117 East Court Square . Decatur . 404/370-3979

www.worthmorejewelers.com

Suprise your Valentine this year with a gift 
by Nina Nguyen. Her stunning creations 
combine fi ne metals and gemstones into 

stylish, Zen-like, spiritual experiences. See 
her new, organically-inspired collections 

  now at Worthmore.

stylish, Zen-like, spiritual experiences. See 
her new, organically-inspired collections 

  now at Worthmore.  now at Worthmore.

This Valentine's Day, make 'em 
turquoise with envy.

Fine jewelry, watches, art and more...
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Herbed Garlic Oil 
Adapted from Cooking Inspired by Estee 
Kafra, Feldheim Publishers

 I serve this almost every Friday night 
as a dip for the challah. If you like garlic, 
you will love this!

20 whole cloves of garlic, peeled
2 tsp. ground ginger
1 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. rosemary
1/4 tsp. thyme
1/4 tsp. basil
1/2 tsp. cayenne pepper
Enough olive oil to cover, about 1 1/2 cups

 Preheat oven to 325 degrees.
 Place garlic and spices in a small 
ovenproof glass dish or ceramic baking 
dish. Mix with a spoon. Make sure the oil 
covers the garlic cloves. Bake uncovered 
for 1/2 hour. Cool to room temperature, 
and serve. This may be refrigerated after 
cooling, but return to room temperature 
for serving. Leftovers may be used for 
pasta sauce.
 (I use Spice World jarred, peeled 
garlic for this recipe, which I buy at 
Publix. It’s in the refrigerated section, near 
the produce.)

-----

Parve Creamed Spinach 
Adapted from The Kosher Carnivore by 
June Hersh (St. Martin’s Press)

 Everyone loves creamed spinach, 
especially when it is lighter and healthier 
than the usual cream and butter version. 
This prep brings the flavor without the fat 
and makes a great side for any meat and 
potatoes dinner.

1 (10-ounce) package chopped frozen 
spinach, thawed, but not drained
2 tablespoons olive oil
1/2 small onion, diced (about 1/4 cup)
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
Pinch of nutmeg
Kosher salt and freshly ground black 
pepper

 Heat the oil in a small skillet. Cook 
and stir the onion, over medium heat, until 
just translucent, about 5 minutes. Stir in 
the flour, cook, and stir until the flour and 

onions create a blonde paste (roux).
 Squeeze the liquid out of the thawed 
spinach, reserving the spinach water. 
 Add the drained spinach to the skillet 
with the roux, and cook until the spinach 
and onions are well combined. Begin 
pouring the spinach water into the pan, 
stirring until it reaches the consistency 
you desire. Season with nutmeg, salt, and 
pepper.

-----

Chicken Pot Pie 
Adapted from Johnny Harris Restaurant 
Cookbook by Julie Lowenthal (© 2014 
Johnny Harris Restaurant, Inc., used 
by permission of Pelican Publishing 
Company, Inc.)

Makes 2 pies.

1 cup chopped celery 
1 cup chopped sweet onion 
4 tablespoons parve margarine
4 cups chicken stock, divided 
3 cups diced, cooked chicken 
1 cup petit pois
1 cup diced carrots 
4 tablespoons cornstarch 
2 cups fresh baby spinach leaves 
3⁄4 teaspoon freshly ground pepper 
2 10-inch piecrusts

 Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. 
 In a medium saucepan over medium 
heat, sauté the celery and onion in the 
margarine for 3 to 5 minutes, until tender. 
Add 3 cups chicken stock, the chicken, petit 
pois, and carrots, and cook, uncovered, for 
5 minutes, stirring occasionally. Combine 
the cornstarch and remaining chicken 
stock, and add to the saucepan. Increase the 
heat to high, and cook, stirring constantly, 
for 2 minutes, until the sauce thickens and 

becomes bubbly. Add the spinach leaves 
and pepper, and cook 1 more minute, until 
the spinach is wilted. Divide and pour into 
2 ungreased 10-inch pie plates. 
 Roll out the piecrusts and place 1 over 
each pie plate. Trim any overlap around 
the edges, and cut 5, 1-inch slits in each 
top to allow steam to escape. Bake for 45 
to 55 minutes, or until the crust is lightly 
browned. Let stand for 5 minutes before 
serving. 

-----

Parsnip Bisque
Adapted from Kosher by Design by Susie 
Fishbein (Artscroll Publications)

 This comforting soup’s velvety 
texture and beautiful creamy color are sure 
to warm your family on any cold winter 
night. If the soup gets too thick, which it 
usually does overnight in the refrigerator, 
thin with a little stock. Thanks for this 
recipe goes to Damian Sansonetti, chef of 
Shallots, in New York City.

Makes 8-10 servings.

2 tablespoons olive oil
1/2 Spanish onion, diced
3/4 celery stalk, diced
1-2 garlic cloves, minced
6 medium parsnips, peeled and diced
2 Idaho potatoes, peeled and diced
8 cups chicken or vegetable stock
salt
freshly ground black pepper
fresh chives, optional

 In a large pot, heat the oil over 
medium heat. Add the onions, and sauté 
about 6-7 minutes or until translucent. 
Add the celery and garlic; sauté 2 minutes 
longer.
 Add the parsnips, potatoes, and 
chicken or vegetable stock. Bring to 
a boil. Cover and reduce heat to low; 
simmer about 30-35 minutes or until the 
vegetables are very tender.
 Let cool. Transfer the soup in batches 
to a blender and puree. You can also use a 
handheld immersion blender to puree the 
mixture until smooth. Season with salt and 
pepper.
 For extra smoothness, you can strain 
the soup through a fine chinois. 
 Garnish with fresh chopped chives in 

the center of each bowl, if desired.

-----

Ina’s Asian Salmon
Adapted from Barefoot Contessa Parties 
by Ina Garten

This is one of the top 10 most-saved 
recipes on The Food Network.

Serves about 4.

1 side fresh salmon, boned but skin on 
(about 3 pounds)
Marinade:
2 tablespoons Dijon mustard
3 tablespoons good soy sauce
6 tablespoons good olive oil
1/2 teaspoon minced garlic

 Preheat a grill, and brush racks with 
oil to keep the salmon from sticking.
 While the grill is heating, lay the 
salmon skin side down on a cutting board, 
and cut it crosswise into 4 equal pieces. 
 Whisk mustard, soy sauce, olive oil, 
and garlic in a small bowl. Drizzle half of 
the marinade onto the salmon, and allow it 
to sit for 10 minutes.
 Place the salmon skin side down 
on the hot grill; discard the portion of 
marinade the fish was sitting in. 
 Grill salmon for 4 to 5 minutes, 
depending on the thickness of the fish. 
Turn carefully with a wide spatula, and 
grill for another 4 to 5 minutes. The 
salmon will be slightly raw in the center, 
but don’t worry; it will keep cooking as it 
sits.
 Transfer the fish to a flat plate, 
skin side down, and spoon the reserved 
marinade on top. Allow the fish to rest for 
10 minutes. Remove the skin and serve 
warm, at room temperature, or chilled.

Kosher Affairs Note: I have done this with 
salmon pieces as well.

A few favorite recipes to try in 2015
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 When trying to keep kosher, nothing is 
more frustrating than buying an item with 
a “kosher” symbol and finding out that the 
product is not kosher.
 There are more than one thousand 
kosher symbols on various products, and 
some of these symbols are no guarantee that 
the product is kosher.

 When keeping kosher, one should 
purchase only products that have been 
certified by reliable orthodox supervision.
 The following symbols are some of 
the most common reliable kosher symbols. 
There are many more reliable kosher 
symbols that are not listed here. 
 If you’re not sure about whether or not 
a particular symbol is reliable, check with 
the Atlanta Kashruth Commission, at 404-
634-4063.

Rabbi Reuven Stein is director of supervision 
for the Atlanta Kashruth Commission, a non-
profit organization dedicated to promoting 
kashruth through education, research, and 
supervision.

Kosher Korner
BY Reuven
     Stein

AKC Approved Kosher Symbols 2015
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COMMUNITY LAB FOR BIRTHRIGHT 
ALUMNI. Atlanta’s Birthright Israel 
Alumni Committee of young volunteer 
leaders generated more than 75 new ideas 
for local Jewish programs and experiences 
at a Community Lab, co-hosted on October 
27 by the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Atlanta and NEXT: A Division of Birthright 
Israel Foundation. 
 The Community Lab is one strategy that 
NEXT is using in its ongoing work with the 
Federation to better engage Atlanta’s Taglit-
Birthright Israel alumni and young adults, 
by inviting them to be co-creators of their 
community and co-designers of the Jewish 
experiences that will ultimately connect 
them and their friends to Jewish life. 
 “Over the last year, NEXT has been 
very fortunate to work with the Federation 
to spark new opportunities for Atlanta’s 
young Jewish adults,” said Rabbi Ari 
Weiss, senior director of Jewish education 
at NEXT. “The Lab was a way to empower 
young Jewish adults to really shape their 
own Jewish journeys and think creatively 
about building new, meaningful experiences 
for their friends. At NEXT, we’ve seen that 
the more Birthrighters and young adults 
are involved in creating programs for their 
peers, the more compelling the programs 
will be.”
 The Lab was an interactive, facilitated 
event that challenged participants to utilize 
key tenets of “design thinking,” and the 
concept was to envision new ideas for 
programs in the areas of Jewish culture, 
holidays, community building, learning, 
social justice, spirituality, and more. 
 Through a variety of brainstorming 
exercises, discussions, and opportunities for 
feedback, participants generated ideas for 
Jewish experiences of interest to them and—
critically—to their peers. Moving forward, 
participants will have the opportunity to 
receive funding through a special earmarked 
grant, in order to make their most popular 
ideas a reality. 
 “The Community Lab brought out the 
creativity and passion that Birthright alumni 
have for Jewish life,” said Jessica Segal, 
Engagement and Leadership Development 
manager at the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Atlanta. “We are excited to work closely 
with them, to help bring some of their ideas 
to fruition.”
 Maddie Cook, a corporate blogger who 
has worked with the Federation on some 
event planning, was a lab participant. “This 
was a great opportunity to reflect on my most 
cherished experiences from my Birthright 
Israel trip, share those memories with 
others, and help brainstorm ways to create 
new experiences back in Atlanta,” said 
Cook. “As a group, we were able to throw 
all the mud on the wall and see what stuck. 
I’m excited for the events and programs we 
began to create, and I’m looking forward 
to sharing them with the Atlanta Jewish 
community.”
 The Atlanta Community Lab was 

modeled after similarly successful labs 
in other areas, including Las Vegas and 
Northern New Jersey. Moving forward, the 
Federation will serve as a strong partner to 
help local Birthrighters and young adults 
bring the most popular ideas to fruition. 
NEXT will offer continued consultation 
and training for the Birthright Israel 
Alumni Committee to expand and deepen 
opportunities for young Jews to build off 
their Birthright Israel experiences in Atlanta.
 “We want to show Birthrighters all that’s 
possible in Jewish life,” added Weiss. “The 
lab also helped us better understand what 
Atlanta’s young Jewish adults are looking 
for. Atlanta’s young leaders can now take 
this key information and design new entry 
points into this amazing community.” 
 With more than 275,000 Taglit-
Birthright Israel alumni in the U.S., NEXT 
works closely with communities like Atlanta 
to help connect Birthrighters to Jewish 
opportunities and to train and support 
engagers—the professionals who interact 
directly with young Jewish adults. The 
Atlanta Community Lab is one of NEXT’s 
strategies to help communities and leaders 
create more relevant, compelling, and 
authentic opportunities for young Jewish 
adults. 
 As the number of Taglit-Birthright 
Israel alumni steadily increases, NEXT 
understands that empowering young adults 
to create their own Jewish experiences 
is critical. Following the Federation’s 
Community Lab, the Hillels of Emory 
University, Georgia Tech, and University of 
Georgia conducted a separate Community 
Lab with NEXT to help generate ideas 
specifically for those campuses. 
 “The Community Lab really helped me 
think creatively with others about the types 
of events that will excite our community,” 
said Kevin Rabinowitz, a participant on 
a Taglit-Birthright Israel trip this past 
summer. “Birthright Israel was an amazing 
experience, and I think now we’re ready to 
build on that and create something special 
here.”

Marni Bronstein, engagement 
associate at JFGA, and Elicia Katz, 
a member of the Birthright Alumni 
committee, brainstorming ways to get 
Birthright alumni engaged through 
creative out-of-the-box activities

NEW STAFF. Samantha Tanenbaum is 
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta’s new 
community camp ambassador. In her new 

role, she will provide free, personalized 
guidance to Atlanta families considering 

Jewish camp, 
as well as assist 
with financial 
aid opportunities 
and options for 
children with 
special needs.
 S a m a n t h a 
graduated from 
the University of 
Florida, in 2008, 
with a bachelor’s 
degree in Jewish 
studies and a 

minor in education. In 2012, she earned a 
certificate in Jewish education, specializing 
in adolescents and emerging adults, through 
Hebrew Union College. She is currently 
earning a master’s degree in Jewish 
education, through the Jewish Theological 
Seminary. 
 In 2010, Samantha moved to Atlanta to 
work at Temple Sinai as its director of Youth 
and Teen Programming. She attended URJ 
Camp Coleman, where she was a camper 
for seven summers and subsequently served 
on staff and faculty. She also attended URJ 
Kutz Camp as a camper and URJ Jacobs 
Camp. Samantha lives in Sandy Springs 
with her family.

ACCOLADES FROM CHARITY 
NAVIGATOR. The Jewish Federation of 
Greater Atlanta has received a 4-star rating, 
the highest possible rating, on Charity 
Navigator, the nation’s largest and most-
utilized evaluator of charities. Its rating 
system examines two broad areas of a 
charity’s performance: financial health and 
accountability/transparency. A 4-star rating 
indicates that the charity is “exceptional” 
and “exceeds industry standards and 
outperforms most charities in its Cause.”
 Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta 
is one of 7,980 organizations rated by 
the not-for-profit organization. For more 
information about Charity Navigator and 
to see The Federation’s rating report, visit 
http://www.charitynavigator.org/index.
cfm?bay=search.summary&orgid=3939#.
VGIsxfnF-Sp.

At Federation’s recent Jerusalem 
Society Event, which took place 
November 2 at the Hyatt Villa 
Christina, Israeli journalist Alon Ben 
David gave guests an update on the 
situation in Israel. Pictured: (from 
left) JFGA CEO Michael Horowitz, 
Alon Ben David, and Premier Gift 
Chair Steven Cadranel (photos: 
Affordable Photography)

Alon Ben David and JFGA Vice 
President of Philanthropic 
Advancement Susan Moray

Premier Gift Chairs Stephanie 
and Marshall Abes (left) and JFGA 
Chief Development Officer Michael 
Balaban
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Samantha Tanenbaum
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 The 50th anniversary Yom HaShoah 
Service of Remembrance will take place on 
April 19, 2015,11:00 a.m., at the Memorial 
to the Six Million in Atlanta’s Greenwood 
Cemetery. The memorial was built by 
Eternal-Life Hemshech, an organization of 
Holocaust survivors, and dedicated on April 
25, 1965, with the first service.
 One of the most moving parts of the 
commemoration comes at the end. “For the 
past nine years,” states Jeannette Zukor, chair 
of the 50th anniversary commemoration, 
“attendees have been invited to place a stone 
of remembrance inside the Memorial. It is 
a Jewish custom that instead of flowers, a 
stone, which symbolizes the permanence of 
memory, is left at a gravesite.” These stones 
are unique to Atlanta.

Stones of Remembrance placed on the 
crypt at the Memorial for the Six Million 
at Greenwood Cemetery by attendees 
at the Yom HaShoah Commemoration

 The Stones of Remembrance Project 
provides these stones, which represent the 
nearly 1.5 million children killed in the 
Holocaust. For the 2014 commemoration, 
more than 750 students participated from a 
wide range of Atlanta schools: elementary 
to high school, public to private, Hebrew to 
secular. Participating teachers receive a lesson 
plan from The Breman Museum’s Weinberg 
Center for Holocaust Education about the 
“Significance of Names.” The students then 
research the significance of their own names, 
e.g., whom they were named after, what those 
people were like, and what their names mean. 
They proudly share this research with their 

classmates. We know that one way the Nazis 
dehumanized the Jews was by taking away a 
person’s name and replacing it with a number. 
This project does the opposite: it humanizes 
those who perished.

Stones of Remembrance

 Each student receives the name of an 
actual child who was killed in the Holocaust. 
The names come from either a list of children 
related to Atlanta families, provided by 
Eternal-Life Hemshech, or from the Names 
Recovery Project at Israel’s Yad Vashem 
Museum. Students receive the child’s first 
and last name, the date and place of birth, and 
the date and place of death. They write this 
information on a specially prepared stone, 
and decorate it as they like. The stone then 
becomes a unique memorial to that child.

Student at Morningside Elementary 
School, in Atlanta, proudly showing 
his decorated memorial Stone of 
Remembrance

 After the ceremony, the stones are 
collected and displayed at various Atlanta 
memorials to the children of the Holocaust. 
They can be seen at The Breman Museum, 
Congregation Beth Tefillah, Ahavath Achim 
Synagogue, and The Atlanta Jewish Academy. 
In the spring, vibrant yellow daffodils join the 
stones for a powerful living memorial to the 
children who perished. More memorials are 
planned for the future.
 This past year, we invited the students to 
write essays on the Stones of Remembrance 
Project or the Holocaust. The contest winners 
are:
• Sara Fridovich-Keil, 12th Grade, The 
Westminster Schools, 1st Place
• Nishka Bahl, 4th Grade, The Westminster 
Schools, 2nd Place
• Omar Aylon, 5th Grade, DeKalb Path 
Academy, 3rd Place

 The annual Yom HaShoah Service 
of Remembrance is jointly sponsored 
by Eternal-Life Hemshech, The William 
Breman Jewish Heritage Museum, and The 
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta, and 
coordinated by the Lillian and A.J. Weinberg 
Center for Holocaust Education at The 
Breman. It is a beautiful event that attracts 
approximately 600 people every year. 
 If you would like to add to the list the 
name of a child, 18 years or younger, who 
was killed in the Holocaust and related to 
an Atlanta family, contact Hemshech@
EternalLifeHemshech.org.

Stones of Remembrance Project: 
Essay contest winners

Sara Fridovich-Keil
The Westminster Schools

12th Grade

 Six years ago, as I prepared for my bat 
mitzvah, I stitched together a pink square 
for my synagogue’s budding “Remember 
Us” tallit. That square was in memory of a 
toddler named Rachel Levy, who lived in 
Lithuania and was killed in 1943. She was 
two years old. Before beginning my d’var 
Torah on the morning of my bat mitzvah, I 
introduced Rachel and her tallit square to the 
congregation, ultimately asking family and 
friends to repeat her name out loud with me 
and to remember it.
 Now, I help lead the Stones of 
Remembrance Project at my school. Not only 
does this project allow me to learn the names 
of hundreds of children who never got the 
chance to grow up, but it also allows me to 
share that bittersweet experience with other 
students, many of whom are younger than me 
and many of whom are not Jewish and have 
no family connection to the Holocaust.
 As I distributed names, stones, and 
permanent markers to volunteers last 
weekend at Westminster’s spring family 
service day, I overheard a young boy, perhaps 
five years old, asking his mother, “What was 
the Holocaust?” She then tried to explain the 
Shoah in the gentlest terms with which one 
can describe genocide. Parents decorated 
stones along with their children, noticing the 
many instances in which several siblings of 
various ages were listed in sequence. “Wow—

she’s my age!” was a common discovery, or 
“Oh, look, they’re brothers.” In many cases, 
it seemed an entire family with half a dozen 
children from teens to toddlers was wiped out 
in a single stroke. This was both particularly 
heart wrenching and meaningful, as I 
watched young, modern families remember 
the families that were destroyed 70 years 
ago, watched the children of today meet the 
children of the 1940s; children who, had they 
lived, might today have been grandparents.
 In reading the names and decorating 
the stones, the true impact of the Holocaust 
became real to me and I believe to the 
other students who participated. Many 
times have I heard the statistics: 6,000,000 
Jews murdered, almost 1,500,000 of them 
children. To a child, and probably to an adult, 
however, a number that big is hard to grasp. 
Focusing on the names of individual victims 
translates a tragedy of incomprehensible 
scale into stories of personal loss that touch 
us on a human level. Copying and decorating 
the name of an individual child who died is 
therefore infinitely more memorable than 
rattling off a statistic. Reading information 
about the children—where they lived, how 
old they were when they died, their parents’ 
and siblings’ names—helps the children of 
today connect to the history of the Holocaust 
on a personal, rather than an academic, level.
 It is only through forging this kind 
of personal and collective memory of the 
Holocaust that we can honor the memories 
of these lost millions and try to ensure that 
nothing like the Shoah ever happens again, 
to Jews or to anyone else. Of course terrible 
things do still happen to innocent people all 
around the world. Hate is unfortunately still 
quite present even today and even in the 
United States, where an anti-Semitic white 
supremacist recently shot and killed three 
innocent people outside a Jewish community 
center and Jewish retirement home in Kansas. 
Last year a total of 31 people were victims 
of similar violent, anti-Semitic assaults in the 
United States. While commemorating those 
who were killed in the Holocaust does not 
wholly prevent these tragedies, it does help 
to preserve a collective consciousness among 
both Jews and Gentiles that can help to keep 
hate from becoming mainstream.
 Beyond this critical but abstract purpose 
of using memory to forestall hate, I feel a 
certain duty and desire to keep the memories 
of these children alive. Rachel Levy, the girl 
I commemorated at my bat mitzvah, would 
be 73 years old, had she lived. She might be 
a teacher or doctor or artist. She might be a 
mother and a grandmother with a large family 
to care for and to care for her. Because she 
died, we must be her family and remember 
her and teach future generations to do the 
same. We must remember not just Rachel 
Levy, but all those like her who lost their lives 
in the Shoah.

Nishka Bahl
The Westminster Schools

4th Grade

 The Holocaust is something that took 
place in the time of World War II. It is a very 
dark time in our history, but a very important 
time in history for all Jewish people. The 

Stones of Remembrance

Memorial to the Six Million at Greenwood Cemetery
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Holocaust is when the Nazis took over 
Germany, and tortured and killed millions of 
Jews. It is very sad to hear about all the lives 
and people that died in the Holocaust.
 How did all of this start? Well, after 
World War I, the German government was 
very weak. There was depression all over 
Germany and many people had no jobs. With 
the weak government and people eager for 
an improved life, Adolf Hitler (leader of the 
Nazi party) made people believe that he could 
make Germany a better place. Hitler made 
sure to attract the younger people who were 
jobless and needed money. The Nazis had 
previously only won 3% of the votes, but in 
1932 they won 33% of the votes, which made 
Hitler the chancellor of Germany. At this 
time the Germans believed that Hitler would 
save Germany and bring it back to its former 
glory and prosperity. As soon as Hitler was 
awarded chancellor, he made Germany into a 
dictatorship. He managed to pass a law under 
which there would be no individual freedoms 
for the people of Germany. People lost 
their freedom to publicly speak and to have 
privacy. The police became Nazis, and they 
were allowed to read people’s mail, invade 
people’s houses, and also listen in on other 
people’s private telephone calls. Hitler was 
able to get new troopers to help him because 
of the fear he put in them. Germans no longer 
thought Hitler was going to save Germany. 
Hitler wanted land and power so he took over 
other parts of Europe, and just like that World 
War II started.
 In the Holocaust, approximately 
6,000,000 Jewish people died; one million 
children, two million women, and three 
million men. Seeing the list of names is so 
sad, because there were so many people who 
have so many different stories that were 
all lost. They did not get to fulfill their true 
destinies because their lives were cut short 
prematurely. They could have made many 
contributions to the world and given and 
received much happiness during their lives. 
On the list there were names of 5-year-olds, 
and even 1-year-olds. There was one that was 
so young she didn’t even have a name; she 
was just called “Baby Girl.” It was unknown 
where some of the people lived or how old 
they were. It is so sad to see all the people 
who were lost because of what they believed 
in. These children could have grown up to 
be scientists or teachers or astronauts or just 
ordinary people. But, unfortunately, they did 
not get to grow up at all.
 I participated in the “Stones of 
Remembrance Project,” and we decorated 
river stones with people’s names, ages, and 
places of residence. It was not a hard task, 
but I know that what I helped with that day 
really meant something to the people that 
will be participating in the Yom HaShoah 
Commemoration, to the families of those who 
died in the Holocaust, the survivors of the 
Holocaust, and to all the Jewish people that will 
see the stones. The Stones of Remembrance 
Project helped me to understand better just 
how terrible the Holocaust was for everyone. 
It made me appreciate that I have the freedom 
to practice whatever religion I choose and 
all of the liberties and freedoms that we, as 
Americans, take for granted so often. I felt 
that by writing the names on the stones, I was 

acknowledging these people. Acknowledging 
that their life mattered and that they were 
important…that they counted.

Omar Aylon
DeKalb PATH Academy

5th Grade

 I think the Holocaust was a terrible 
thing that Jews experienced during WWII. 
Sometimes I think, “What if it was my kind of 
race?” If it was my race, I might not be alive 
for all I know. I would’ve never experienced 
the world or the love of my family. Another 
thing that could’ve happened is that our entire 
race would no longer be alive.
 Adolf Hitler was a really bad person. He 
blamed every single bad thing that happened 
on the Jews. I wish he could’ve experienced 
what the Jews experienced. He would have 
felt really bad. He most likely would not have 
done that tragic thing that he did.
 I feel especially bad for all the young 
kids that died during the Holocaust. I am 
happy that I painted a stone of remembrance 
for one of the many children who died during 
the Holocaust. I had a lovely experience 
painting a stone for one of the children. I felt 
very good when I was happily painting.

 When I saw the list of names, I felt sad. 
I knew there were a bunch more names. I did 
not know what name to pick. Finally I picked 
Chana, who was six years old. There were 
10-year-olds, like me, but I said to myself, 
“Young people suffer more.”
 I saw my classmates happy while 
they were painting a stone. They thought it 
was creative. It inspired me and made me 
concentrate more on painting my stone. 
When I finished half of my stone I felt happy 
and good for what I did. I felt like I made 
someone happy, even it they are not alive 
anymore.
 I feel happy that my stone is going in the 
remembrance. I am happy that my stone is 
going to Chana. The children would’ve been 
happy if they would have seen me. I wish I 
could have given my life for them. I would 
have been so happy to meet them.
 Jewish kids really suffered during WWII. 
Their parents were killed. It all started with 
families having to live in their basements or 
move somewhere else. Kids of all ages were 
killed, too. That is why we did the project of 
the remembrance stones. The stones will go 
to the children’s memorial. I would be happy 
if other children were doing that for me.
 That is why our class and the rest of 

the 5th grade painted the stones. It is like 
we are saying, “Treat others as you want to 
be treated.” Just like we are treating these 
children like we would like to be treated in the 
future. When I die, I want to be remembered 
if something like that happened. I don’t think 
that would happen, though, because people 
are doing their best to not let that happen 
again. They even have a saying: “Never 
forget, never again.”
 The saying “Never forget, never again,” 
means to never forget the Holocaust and do 
not let something like that happen again with 
another race. That is why I don’t think this 
kind of tragic thing would ever happen again. 
It would be hurtful if it did happen again. If it 
did happen, I don’t think it would last for long 
because people would do their best to try and 
stop it.
 You can try to stop this kind of thing 
from happening again. You can do this by not 
judging people for who they are, what they 
do, or for their race. You can also try not to 
forget the Holocaust and how Jewish people 
suffered, were killed, or were forced to work 
in concentration camps. This will help the 
world be happier and safer. This will help it 
not happen again.

By Erin O’Shinskey

INNOVATION FUND GRANT 
WINNERS. The Jewish Federation of 
Greater Atlanta has awarded grants from its 
Jewish Continuity Innovation Fund Grant to 
three organizations: Atlanta Jewish Music 
Festival, which engages and unifies under-
affiliated Jews, drawing them in through 
cultural and social programming; Creating 
Connected Communities, which provides 
Jewish teens with tools and resources to 
assist people in need and helps them become 
community leaders; and In The City Camp, 
a Jewish day camp that allows kids, ages 
5-14, to form meaningful connections with 
the Jewish community, develop a love for 
the state of Israel, and create strong Jewish 
friendships.

CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS. Jewish 
Federation of Greater Atlanta is currently 
accepting applications for needs-based 
camp scholarships. Applications are due 
January 30. Visit atlantajewishcamp.org/
resources/financial-resources/ to learn about 
eligibility and start the online application. 
Contact Community Camp Ambassador 
Sami Tanenbaum, at 678-222-3730, with 
any questions.

CAFE EUROPA. Café Europa’s sixth 
Annual Chanukah Celebration took place 
December 15. The Epstein School 4th-
grade choir sang Chanukah songs, and 
Cantor Lauren Adesnik, of Temple Emanu-
El, sang and played guitar. More than 50 
Holocaust survivors attended. Café Europa 

is a monthly social gathering for Holocaust 
survivors. Each month features one hour of 
entertainment, followed by a kosher catered 
lunch. The monthly gatherings are open 
to any survivor in Georgia, free of charge; 
transportation is available, if needed. 

Helen Weingarten, (front table, from 
left) Miriam Kapelusz, and Adel Rosh; 
(back table) Boris Barskiy, Maya 
Barskaya, Ludmila Guralnik, Malvina 
Ringo, and Lazar Ringo

Abe and Selma Grabia

Eti Bershadskaya, Roza Dubnove, 
Arkadiy Kopman, and Tatyana Levina

UNDERSTANDING DEMENTIA. 
P.K. Beville spoke at the Marcus Jewish 
Community Center of Atlanta, January 11. 
Berman Commons, A Jewish Home Life 

C o m m u n i t y 
opening soon, 
invited Beville, 
CEO and 
founder of 
Second Wind 
Dream, to 
explain how 
families and 
caregivers can 
more effectively 
manage the 
c h a l l e n g e s 
e n c o u n t e r e d 
by loved ones 

living with various stages of dementia, 
including Alzheimer’s. Beville’s Virtual 
Dementia Tour simulates the various 
sensory perceptions that occur during 
cognitive decline, leaving all who take the 
tour with a greater comprehension of the 
disease and compassion for the impaired 
person’s challenges.

 MISH  MASH

P.K. Beville
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By Belle Klavonsky

SHIRIYAH. Hebrew songs filled the air 
at Epstein’s 13th Annual Middle School 
Shiriyah, held in the school’s newly 
renovated theater. This year’s production, 
which had the theme of “Home,” was led 
by director Mira Hirsch and professional 
choreographer and Israeli folk dance 
instructor Meliss Jakubovic. Nearly 700 
guests enjoyed an evening that highlighted 
the students’ exceptional singing and 
dancing talents, as pictured here, and 
served as a testament to Epstein’s nationally 
recognized bilingual integrated curriculum. 
As has become tradition, numerous Epstein 
alumni rushed to the stage for the grand 
finale, to join the performers in singing Shir 
Israeli. 

SINGAPORE MATH. Armed with board 
games, iPads, and ActivBoards, Epstein 
second-grade students led their parents 
through a series of fun, collaborative 
experiential math activities. In Singapore 
Math, the focus is on problem solving and 
deductive reasoning, not memorization. At 
Epstein, students use manipulatives, such 

as cubes and bar models, and regularly 
practice by playing exciting math games 
that help strengthen their number sense, 
build fact fluency, reinforce math concepts, 
and develop social skills. Additionally, the 
integration of technology via electronic 
gaming keeps student interest and 
motivation high. Pictured: Ryan Merlin with 
his mother Caren Merlin

EPSTEIN EDUCATOR WINS NATIONAL 
AWARD. Idit Bendavid, (pictured) 
currently Epstein’s Elementary director of 
Judaic Studies, was the winner of the first 
annual Jewish Education and Technology 
Awards in the middle school category, for 
her exceptional efforts last year teaching 
sixth-to-eighth-grade Hebrew and Tanach. 
This award recognizes Jewish day school 
classroom teachers who demonstrate 
outstanding experimentation with 
educational technology and exemplary 
contributions to the field. One of the main 
goals of the JET Awards is to help share best 
practices in Jewish education. Educators 
from across the nation were nominated and 
reviewed by a committee of judges. 

INVENTION FAIR. At The Epstein 
School’s annual Invention Fair, fourth-
graders are tasked with identifying real-
world problems they face and researching 
how they can employ household products, 
ingenuity, and critical thinking skills to 
solve them. As part of the process, students 
learn to craft and test a hypothesis; they are 

also encouraged to feel comfortable taking 
risks and making mistakes. There were 
many wonderful inventions, such as the 
Deer Be Gone, created by Miriam Nadler 
(pictured), which prevents deer from eating 
garden plants by detecting their motion and 
causing them to flee with blinking lights and 
reflectors. 

VIP DAY. One of Epstein’s premier events is 
VIP Day, when the children are able to share 
the exciting and magical world of Epstein 
with grandparents, great-grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, mothers, fathers, siblings, 
special friends, and other important people 
in their lives. Thanks to the efforts of more 
than 30 volunteers, approximately 600 
guests, including several from Venezuela 
and South Africa, enjoyed the program and 
classroom visits. After the program, the VIPs 
visited the classrooms and shared a special 
time with the students. Many participated in 
mitzvah projects, arts and crafts, singing of 
Jewish songs, games, stories, and celebrating 
Shabbat together. Pictured: Isabella Glenn 
with Irene Raymond, her great-grandmother

MAGICAL MELODIES. The Davis 
Academy’s Lower School chorus, The 
Magical Melodies, sang the National 
Anthem before the Atlanta Hawks game, at 
Philips Arena, on December 23, at Jewish 
Heritage Night. Pictured: (from left) Miriam 
Barkan, Sydney Leahy, Emily George, 
Sarah Terapane, and Rachel Binderman

WONDERS OF SCIENCE. Davis Academy 
sixth-graders Charlie Janko, Zachary 
Rosing, and Eli Minsh took a hands-on 

approach in class by observing the steps of 
the water cycle in their science lab.

A DAVIS TRADITION. Participating in a 
longtime Davis tradition, second-graders 
Sophie Hoff and Julia Moss show off their 
brand new Siddurim, with handmade covers 
from their parents, at the annual second-
grade Kabbalat HaSiddur service, held in 
December.

MATH MEDALISTS. Several Davis 
students won the National Honor Roll 
title in the Noetic Learning Math Contest, 
a national problem-solving contest for 
elementary students. Pictured: (from 
left, front) Avery Lipman, Alden Ross, 
and Jordan Frank (Team Winner, third 
grade); (middle) Maya Laufer, Jack Janko, 
Caleb Mahle, and Sophie Shapiro (Team 
Winner, fourth grade); and (back) Samuel 
Finkelstein, Eleanor Altwarg, Matthew 
Szabo, and Ezra Mahle (Team Winner, fifth 
grade)

INNOVATIVE LEARNING Eighth-grade 
students Justin Footer, Josh Glass, Elliott 
Gruenhut, and Jacob Rogow take advantage 
of the brand new Middle School Idea Lab 
at The Davis Academy. The Idea Lab, an 
innovative space for students and teachers 
to learn and study, features a green screen 
and colorful glass writing surfaces on the 
walls for brainstorming and collaboration. 

CREATING MUSIC TOGETHER. The 
Davis Academy released its second music 
album, A Palace In Time, in December. 
This unique project that features original 
music written by Davis Academy’s own 
Rabbi Micah Lapidus and the creativity and 
talents of so many in the Davis community, 
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including students (such as seventh-
graders Erin Edwards and Darcy Denneen, 
pictured here), alumni, faculty, and staff. 
The album is available as a CD ($12.95) 
or a free download, at cdbaby.com/cd/
thealfredadeledavisacade. 

RECEIVING THEIR CHUMASH. Torah 
Day School of Atlanta’s second-grade 
girls received their Chumash, following a 
beautiful Torah-themed presentation, with 
song and dance, to their very proud parents 
and grandparents.

A SPECIAL DAY. The second-grade boys 
of Torah Day School of Atlanta celebrated 
a siyum and received their Chumashim 
following a special presentation to their 
parents.

TIME TOGETHER. TDSA eighth-grade 
boys had special chavrusa time with the 
kindergarten boys. They reviewed chumash, 
parsha and kriah together.

SCIENCE FAIR. Atlanta Jewish Academy’s 
Greenfield Middle School students were 
eager participants in this year’s Science 

Fair, arranged by teachers Suzanne Sears 
and Sarah Topper. The two overall winners, 
seventh-grader Ari Slomka and sixth-grader 
Raina Grosswald, will go on to represent 
AJA at the Fulton County Science Fair. 
Pictured: (back, from left) Nathan Posner, 
Brad Flory, teachers Sarah Topper and 
Suzanne Sears, and Micah Frankel; (middle) 
Jared Amdur, Noah Chen, Ari Slomka, 
Chana Pechenik, and Sophie Steinberg; and 
(front) Raina Grosswald, Rebecca Lewyn, 
and Arielle Wallenstein

VIPS AT AJA. Grandparents, parents, 
aunts and uncles, siblings, and other Very 
Important People visited with students in 
Early Childhood, first-grade, and second-
grade classes at AJA. VIPs saw what life 
is like in the Early Childhood and Lower 
School classrooms, enjoyed students’ 
adorable performances in the auditorium, 
and visited the art gallery, which featured 
the students’ beautiful artwork. Here, Judah 
Miller and aunt Abby Brill Schloss work 
together on their VIP project—stringing 
beads on a length of yarn.

EVENING OF THE ARTS. This year’s 
Evening of the Arts showcased, for the first 
time, the work of AJA’s Upper School, in 
addition to that of AJA’s Greenfield Early 
Childhood, Lower School, and Middle 
School. Attendees enjoyed performances 
including vocal and instrumental music 
from the Upper School music elective, 
the Lower School choir, and the Middle 
School percussion group. There was also 
a demonstration from the Middle School 
stage production elective and a sneak peek 
at the Upper School’s Chagiga production. 

There was also a gallery of beautifully 
framed student artwork. Pictured: eighth-
grader Micah Frankel

MOCK TRIAL. AJA Upper School’s Mock 
Trial group examined whether a fictional 
university student was guilty of murder and/
or criminal hazing. Upper School students 
Dafna Kadosh and Rachel Rosenberg 
prosecuted on behalf of the fictional 
university; siblings Talya and Aaron 
Gordon handled the defense. After opening 
statements, witnesses Zoe Ogden for the 
prosecution and Elazar Huisman for the 
defense testified and were cross-examined. 
The remaining Upper School student body 
served as jury; trial attorney and former 
AJA parent Lisa Siegel was judge. Pictured: 
Lisa Siegel (back), with seniors Zoe Ogden 
(from left) and Dafna Kadosh, and junior 
Rachel Rosenberg 

REHEARSING. Cast members of “My 
Son Pinocchio, Jr.,” students from AJA’s 
Greenfield Lower School and Middle 
School, are rehearsing in preparation for 
their performances on February 22, 25, and 
26. Playwright and screenwriter David I. 
Stern, who wrote “My Son Pinocchio, Jr.,” 
will follow the February 22 performance 
with an author/audience talkback. How did 
this come about? Well, it was discovered 
that David I. Stern is himself a graduate of 
AJA. 

GROWING CORN. Morah Susan Robinson 
had some post-Thanksgiving ornamental 
corn in her classroom at AJA and discussed 
the possibility of sprouting the corn with 

her pre-K class. She wasn’t too hopeful, as 
the corn was old and seemed lifeless, but 
when students soaked it in water for a few 
days, it sprouted. They covered the corn 
with dirt and tended it carefully. Now, there 
is a whole little garden of real corn. Morah 
Susan and her students measure their corn 
several times a week. Here, Sivan Sarnat 
uses tiny interlocking cubes to measure how 
the corn has grown.

CRACKING THE HOUR OF CODE. 
Weber’s senior technology manager and 
programming language teacher Dr. Michael 
Chalmers led the entire Weber student body 
in the global Hour of Code. This event, 
designed to demonstrate that anyone can 
learn coding basics, introduces students 
who might not otherwise be interested in 
computer science to critical 21st-century 
skills. Eager students gathered together 
with their laptops, tablets, and mobile 
devices, as student volunteers demonstrated 
game-like, self-directed tutorials that 
introduced basic programming concepts. 
Then, students, individually or in groups, 
explored online coding activities. During 
the activity, beginning Programming and 
Java Programming students offered support 
when needed.

TALKING ABOUT FERGUSON. In light 
of the recent events in Ferguson, Missouri, 
English teacher Michael Bennett created 
a meaningful lesson for his 10th-grade 
American Literature and Composition class, 
in which students analyzed the rhetoric, 
ethics, and questions implicit in the national 
conversation about Ferguson. After viewing 
news coverage of the Michael Brown 
shooting and subsequent unrest, they used 
the Chalk Talk discussion method to make 
connections to the role of protest in politics, 
the legacy of the Civil Rights Movement, 
and the nature of justice in a democracy. The 
lesson ended with Jabari Asim’s aptly title 
poem “The Talk.” 

MODEL UN. A Weber School student 
delegation participated in the annual Model 
United Nations conference, at Georgia 
State University. This year’s theme was 
“Achieving Peace and Security through 
the Preservation and Attainment of Human 
Rights.” The Weber delegation represented 
El Salvador and Bosnia and Herzegovina 
in various UN committees. Serving on the 
delegation were Shannan Berzack, Rose 
Karlin, Tennessee Lieberman, Aviv Rau, 
Jeremy Shapiro, Bonnie Simonoff, Becca 
Simonoff, Rachel Skinner, Noah Weiser, 
Samuel Weiss, and Zoey Weissman. 
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Amsterdam Walk + 500 L-3 Amsterdam Ave + Midtown + 404/892-8294
Decatur Square + 117 East Court Square + Decatur + 404/370-3979
Open February 9 and 10, 11am - 5pm . www.worthmorejewelers.com

Meet the Daniel Wellington 
Representative in our    

Decatur store Thursday, 
February 12 from 11-5 and 

in Midtown Friday, February 
13 from 10-4. See the entire 

collection and get an extra 
Nato strap free with every 

Wellington watch purchased!

Meet the founder of So 
Worth Loving clothing, 
Eryn Erickson, in both our 
Midtown and Decatur stores 
on Friday, February 13 (see 
our website for specifi c 
times). See her fun clothing 
line that spreads the word 
of love and self-worth —a 
perfect message for this 
Valentine's Day.

   Join us for 
    Worthmore's Valentine  Events

Fine jewelry, watches and art...

Way more than 
just a pretty face.

Daniel Wellington Watches—classic faces that can 
be worn so many different ways. Available in silver 
and rose gold, three dial sizes. $135 - $229

Wellington watch purchased!
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Restore your headlights
to original condition with

a protective UV coating!

$69.99/Pair!
Includes a FREE wash with service.

Missing some of the landscape
because of clouded headlights?

Autoglo Carwash
2212 Cheshire Bridge Rd. • Atlanta, GA 30324

404.633.4266

Before After

Restore your headlights
to original condition with

a protective UV coating!

$69.99/Pair!
Includes a FREE wash with service.

Missing some of the landscape
because of clouded headlights?

Autoglo Carwash
2212 Cheshire Bridge Rd. • Atlanta, GA 30324

404.633.4266

Before After

$69.99/Pair!
Includes a FREE wash with service.

The BIG Reveal
an A.R.T. Gala and Auction

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH, 2015 • 8PM - 11PM
WESTSIDE CULTURAL ARTS CENTER

760 10TH STREET
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30318

$50 per person, $65 after 2/24/2015, Patron ticket $180
Tickets can be purchased online at 

www.hadassah.org/atlanta/breaststrokes or at the door

GREATER ATLANTA HADASSAH PRESENTS

Hadassah Bares All for A.R.T.
Awareness, Research & Treatment

Susan Proctor
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© 2015 Georgia Power. All rights reserved. Certain restrictions apply. Must be a Georgia Power customer. Valid through December 2015. Rebate eligibility 
varies based on improvements made and energy reduction achieved. Rebate request must be submitted with receipt within 60 days of purchase or 
installation of qualifying improvements. Full details available online.

Do you know how much energy your home is wasting?
The average home has enough air leaks to create an opening over 3 feet wide. So schedule 
a Whole House Energy Assessment, performed by a certified BPI contractor, to find out 
where your home is losing energy. Complete a BPI assessment and you’ll get up to a $225 
rebate. And if you make the recommended energy improvements, you could get up to  
$2,350 in rebates. Learn more at georgiapower.com/wholehouse or call 1-877-310-5607.

Small energy leaks can 
really add up.


