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 I have often wondered what it was like 
for my father when, in 1904, he immigrated 
to the United States as a 16-year-old youth, 
unfamiliar with the language, and little, if 
any, financial resources. While he came 
with his brother, who was two years older, 
he did not come with his parents, who were 
still in what is now Belarus.
 The following line in the obituary of 
Matt Friedlander in The Atlanta Journal/
Constitution of December 5, 2014, made 
reference to a similar trek made by his 
father, which probably is descriptive of my 
father’s perspective: “. . . [he] emigrated to 
America from Russia in the early 1900s, 
bringing with him only two things—empty 
pockets and an unshakeable determination 
to pursue the American Dream.”
 That was a time when there were no 
immigration quotas.
 On more than one occasion, I have 
tried to conjure up what it must have been 

like to have been faced with the challenge 
of starting anew with little or no familiarity 
with the language, no job, and meager 
finances. Frankly, while I go through the 
mental exercise, I realize that there is 
no way I can actually fathom the stress, 
fatigue, and uncertainty that is part of such 
a resettling.
 It is through these eyes that I saw the 
tragedy of the recent mass emigration from 
the horrors of the Middle East. We had all 
hoped that the refugee plight engendered 
by the Nazis, the inhumanity that was 
witnessed, and the despicably callous 
disregard for common decency would have 
served as a vaccination against human 
cruelty.
 We were wrong.
 What we are seeing is a remake 
of the 1930s with slight revisions. The 
unfathomable barbarity remains the same; 
however, the storyline differs in that, at 
this time, the persecuted are able to leave. 
People shray gevalt, but this plaintive 
crying out of distress and frustration does 
not address the humanitarian problem of 
how to provide for the mass dislocation.
 As we know, the month of January, 
which is the beginning of a new year, 
derives its name from Janus, the Roman 
god. This mythical figure had two faces 
so that it both looked to the past while 
gazing at the future. This symbolism is the 
incarnation of hopefully moving forward 

while remembering and building on the 
past.
 Would that we understood the 
allegorical tie of the etymology of today’s 
month to the tragedy of the refugee plight.
 In July of 1938, in the face of the 
increased anti-Semitic persecution by the 
Nazis, U.S. President Franklin Roosevelt 
convened an international gathering at the 
Hotel Royal in Evian-les-Bains, France, to, 
as reported in a September 23, 2015, piece 
by Marvin Kalb published by the Brookings 
Institute, “study the problem and, perhaps, 
come up with a solution.” This became 
known as the Evian Conference, which 
was attended by 32 nations, 39 private 
organizations, and covered by more than 
200 journalists.
 The conference lasted eight days and 
was filled with meetings, speeches, and 
humanitarian declarations. The results 
were less impressive: only the Dominican 
Republic agreed to accept more refugees. 
We know too well the fate that befell those 
for whom the doors of resettlement were 
not opened.
 Once again, mankind is faced with an 
intractable confluence of conditions, needs, 
perceptions, xenophobia, and economic 
demands. Few, if any, would deny the 
threat from which the Middle East refugees 
are fleeing. Many are sympathetic to their 
plight and wish that someone would offer 
refuge and support – someone or some 

country other than them.
 So spoke those in attendance at the 
Evian Conference. So spoke the people and 
nations they represented.
 There are economic, social, and safety 
concerns in stepping up and offering 
accommodations to groups from other 
cultures that come without financial 
resources, no immediate way to earn a 
living, speaking different languages, and 
requiring medical and social services. 
Actions are always fraught with challenges 
and problems. But, as in the case put forth 
at the Evian Conference, inaction results 
in, at best, instability, and, at worst, human 
catastrophe.
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What’s
HAPPENING

THE END OF AN ERA. Truly, we have just 
seen the end of an era.
 Yes, we hear that a lot, whenever a big 
change takes place, a legendary figure dies, 
or an institution closes.
 But this really is the end of an era, and 
we are still sort of in shock; in disbelief at 
the end of enjoying great food and super 
friendly service at reasonable prices, while 
schmoozing with friends and loved ones, 
at a warm, welcoming, comforting family 
restaurant.
 We are, of course, talking about the 
incredibly sad, almost unbearable, really 
unimaginable closing of The Brickery, 
Sally and Bruce Alterman’s beloved Sandy 
Springs eatery, managed so ably by Katie 
Alterman Rosenberg, which has been 
serving the community since it opened 
on February 3, 1992, having served some 
customers for literally all of their lives.
 We will especially miss the spinach dip 
and chips, the always fresh lump crab cakes, 
the blue cheese chips, the addictive French 
fries, the hot fudge walnut brownie sundaes, 
and, most of all, the people we always saw 
there, good friends, relatives, sometimes 
people we had not seen in decades. Sooner or 
later, it seemed, if you went there regularly, 
you’d run into everyone you ever knew. 
 And so, we join thousands of others in 
saying to The Brickery and to Sally, Katie, 
and Bruce, “So long, good friends. Thanks 
for all the great times, great food, and great 
people. We will never forget you.”

Sally and Bruce Alterman

THE LAST SUPPER. It was a dark and 
stormy night, with thunder and lightning 
and rain, but that did not prevent The 
Brickery’s loyal customers from braving the 
elements to enjoy one last, great meal there. 

Despite the miserable weather, the place 
was packed, as it was the night before, with 
lines out the door.
 The Brickery’s last evening was 
December 23, and many guests were still 
hoping that, at the last minute, in the spirit 
of the season, a savior would come along to 
take over and preserve the business. But it 
was not to be.
 Still, the evening was unforgettable: 
joyful, nostalgic, bittersweet, and sad, 
encompassing in one evening all of Elisabeth 
Kübler-Ross’ five stages of mourning: 
denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and 
acceptance.
 Bruce and Sally and Katie were holding 
court, receiving guests sort of like at a 
combination condolence call/dinner party. 
We wish we had a dollar for every hug they 
gave out on this historic, once-in-a-lifetime 
evening.
 Perhaps the best comment came from 
Marty Alterman, who was having her 
last meal there at a table in the back, with 
husband and our old buddy Richard and 
their family. “OMG,” she proclaimed, “I am 
freaking out. Does this mean I need to start 
cooking now?”

Katie Rosenberg

24 GREAT YEARS. The way they figure 
it, the Altermans say they have served 
“424,320 pieces of fried chicken; 1,073,491 
slices of bacon [all kosher, we assume]; 
960,912 individual friend shrimp; 374,976 
burgers; way too many broken glasses; 
not quite enough martinis; 248,880 beef 
ribs; 2,496,276 long term, loyal, repeat, 
and mostly happy customers; 100% happy 
Caesar burger customers....and 2,847,331 
questions about where we are going. Thanks 
for 24 GREAT years.”
 One of the things that made The 
Brickery so wonderful was the warm,
friendly, sweet, efficient wait staff. A flyer 
in the menu asks, “Want to know how many 
Brickery employees have left us since we 
announced that we would be closing? From 
your favorite server to the grill man you 
have never met? That answer would be 
ZERO.”

 We asked some of the staff what it was 
like to work at this great family—and we 
mean family—restaurant, and here are a few 
of their answers:
• Twelve-year veteran Gonzalo Ramirez: 
“Bruce is like a father to me. We are like a 
family, we’re all friends, they are so sweet, 
they are part of my heart.”
• Heather Lunsford: “It’s been an amazing 
six years. This was my first job, I cannot 
imagine having worked anywhere else. 
They really care about you here, we’re like 
family.” 
• Linda Fischer: “I will really miss all our 
loyal customers. It’s been a fun ride. We’re 
all like family here. Like the old ‘Cheers’ 
bar.”
 Family friend Judy Perry was 
photographing the evening for posterity, and 
summarized her feelings thusly: “I was here 
literally when the doors opened. It’s a place 
you come when you wanna be comforted. 
There is no place like it, will never be 
anywhere like it.”

Legendary Caesar burger 

“That’s all folks” —The Brickery staff 
on closing night

Richard Omuto, Sally and Bruce 
Alterman sending off the food 
for Second Helpings Atlanta after 
closing night. Richie was their first 
hire and flipped their first burger way 
back when

ATLANTA’S HOTTEST NEW 
RESTAURANT. Acclaimed Chef Jamie 
Adams has always attracted a huge and loyal 

BY Reg
   Regenstein

Jewish clientele, which has followed him 
from previous posts at Veni Vidi Vici, the 
Atlanta Fish Market, and Pricci—and now 
to his sizzling and new authentic coastal 
Italian restaurant, Il Giallo Osteria & Bar, in 
the Parkside Shopping Center, off Roswell 
Road, in Sandy Springs.
 If you miss The Brickery, this place can 
help ease the pain.
 On our visits there, we have spotted 
such luminaries as Bonnie Wolloff, Audrey 
Levin, Sandy and Chuck Marcus, Marty 
Alterman, Boots and Kenny Strauss, Cathy 
and Steve Kuranoff, and Karen Edlin and 
her daughters.
 At a table next to ours on a recent 
visit was Chuck Wolf, Brenda and Mark 
Lichtenstein, and Ron Eichel. Dining at the 
bar were Claudia and Hal Novak, who have 
become regulars—a real tribute to Jamie, 
considering that Hal owns Hal’s on Old 
Ivy, one of Atlanta’s truly great restaurants, 
which is rightly renowned for having some 
of the best food in town.
 Some of our favorite dishes at the 
elegant yet informal and highly affordable 
Il Giallo include: the garlicky smashed 
potatoes; the risotto with squid and black 
ink; and various freshly made pasta dishes, 
which are prepared in the open air kitchen 
and can be gluten-free.
 Jamie and his team, including co-owner 
and general manager Leonardo Moura and 
Jesse Diaz, know exactly how to run a place 
that’s elegant yet casual, with wonderful 
food and service. We had planned to say that 
it’s destined to become one of Atlanta’s top 
restaurants, but it already is.
 Il Giallo Osteria & Bar is located at 
5920 Roswell Road. Call 404-709-2148, or 
visit ilgialloatl.com.

Ron Eichel, Brenda and Mark 
Lichtenstein, and Chuck Wolf

Hal and Claudia Novak

LAST CALL AT MANUEL’S TAVERN. 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s article 
on the temporary closing of the legendary 
Manuel’s Tavern, in Virginia-Highland, 

See HAPPENING, page 4
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Happening
From page 3

begins with a story of United States Marine 
Corps General (Ret.) Larry Taylor, who 
served as a helicopter pilot in Vietnam and 
elsewhere in Southeast Asia (don’t ask).
 Larry “remembers coming back to 
Manuel’s in 1968” and being assailed for 
his conservative politics by “the burly man 
behind the counter,” Manuel himself.
 Concludes writer Bo Emerson, “Yes, 
Taylor was home sweet home.”
 Larry didn’t hold the hostile greeting 
against Manuel, since the barman and 
DeKalb County politician was known for 
regularly insulting his customers. Larry, like 
so many others, mainly liberal Democrats, 
became a regular there, along with such 
movers and shakers as State Rep Michele 
Henson, journalist Art Harris, and event 
planners Temi Silver and Sandy Cohen.
 That was one of the things we liked 
about Manuel’s: it had real diversity, you saw 
all kinds of Democrats there. Plus there was 
the occasional conservative or Republican 
(there is a big difference between the two).
 We were there for The Last Call, on 
December 27, along with stalwarts of the 
so-called Government in Exile (GIE), 
which, for more than 30 years, met there on 
Tuesdays to conspire, kibitz, plot and plan, 

debate, and discuss: political insider Angelo 
Fuster, former Georgia State legislator 
Doug Teper, political commentator Tom 
Houck, and developer and Republican 
Emory Morsberger. Also adding to the 
merriment were producer Perry Goodfriend 
(son of the beloved Betty and Cantor Isaac 
Goodfriend), actor and wrestling promoter 
Gary Juster, and retailer Bonnie Wolloff.
 The main source of anguish that evening 
was that Manuel’s ran out of its famous tater 
tots, baskets of peanuts, and even wine 
and most brands of beer. The good news is 
that the vodka held out till the end, and the 
renovated Manuel’s should be reopening in 
a few months.

Doug Teper and Perry Goodfriend

Bonnie Wolloff and Angelo Fuster

DEBRA BERGER WORKING FOR 
THE ANIMALS. Debra Berger, the new 

Georgia state 
director of the 
Humane Society 
of the United 
States (HSUS, 
the nation’s 
largest and 
most effective 
animal protection 
organiza t ion) , 
likes to remind us 
that the teachings 

and traditions of Judaism require us to show 
compassion for animals. There are many 
mitzvot and an entire code of laws, Tsa¹ar 
Baalei Chayim, stressing the theme that 
“You shall not cause the suffering of living 
beings.” 
 Debra offers us some tips on how we 
can all respond to these commandments to 
be kind to animals. A few simple examples: 
Adopt your next pet from one of Georgia’s 
many animal shelters and rescue groups. 
Learn about humane food sources. Support 
companies that create cruelty free products. 
Learn more at www.hsus.org. HSUS even 
has a department dedicated to the teachings 
of organized religion on protecting animals 
and nature, hsus.org/faith, which includes 
some booklets written by Yours Truly.
 Here in Georgia, you can participate 
in HSUS’s animal protection activities by 
signing up to be an “ally” for animals. Visit 
volunteers.humanesociety.org to complete 
an ally form. For more information, contact 
Debra Berger at dberger@hsus.org.
 We also appreciate the valuable work 
done by Debra’s husband, Joe, a widely 
respected psychiatrist, who gives discounted 
therapy sessions to our editors here at the 
JG, as they are often under great pressure 
trying to clean up the articles turned in by 
our writers.

SAM MASSELL 
H O N O R E D 
A G A I N . 
Buckhead Mayor 
Sam Massell 
must be running 
out of room on 
his wall, ‘cause 
he’s just received 
yet another 
we l l -dese rved 
plaque, this one 
the prestigious 
human relations 
award from 
the ADL, “In 

recognition of [his] inspiring leadership 
and commitment to the welfare of the entire 
Atlanta Community.” The presentation 
was made at The Temple, of which he is a 
lifetime member.
 Sam is founder and president of The 
Buckhead Coalition, the civic association 
that represents this northwest Atlanta 
community.

JERUSALEM PHOTO EXHIBIT. Margery 
Diamond’s award-winning images are 

on exhibit 
throughout the 
United States and 
Israel, and some 
of her most lovely 
p h o t o g r a p h s 
were on display 
in Sandy Springs 
at an exhibition 
titled “Inside 
and Around 
Jerusalem.”

 From her extensive travels, Margery 
produces spectacularly beautiful images 
from such diverse regions as Central Europe, 
Italy, Vietnam, and Switzerland. But her 
real love is nature photography—she says, 
“I believe that everything that is important 
can be learned through the experience 
of nature.” Her portfolio features shots 
of the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, Yosemite National Park, and Pisgah 
National Forest.
 Back home, her volunteer Portrait 
Project at The William Breman Jewish 
Home skillfully captures the spirit and 
personality of each of the residents. 
 Her works are available as prints on 
paper, canvas, or metal, as well as in book 
format. Contact Margery at 404-401-5919.
 We cannot begin adequately to 
describe in words the beauty of Margery’s 
photos, so check them out for yourself at 
margerydiamondphotography.com.

Margery Diamond, Moon Over 
Judean Hills

Debra Berger

Buckhead Mayor 
Sam Massell 
(photo: Georgia 
State University 
Magazine)

Margery Diamond
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 City and state leaders joined a Hanukkah 
celebration filled with festive food, singing 
and candle lighting on December 10, 2015, 
at the South Wing of the Georgia capitol.
 Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed delivered 
a message of gratitude and blessings to the 
Jewish community at the program, organized 
by Chabad of Georgia, a Jewish outreach 
organization and religious institution.
 “I am honored to participate in this 
year’s Hanukkah celebration and ceremony 
to light the menorah with Chabad of 
Georgia, because it gives me the opportunity 
to recognize the contributions of our city’s 
Jewish community,” Reed said. “Hanukkah 
celebrates the spirit of resilience and 
dedication of the Jewish people, who have 
faced adversity and persecution with fierce 
dedication. I extend my warmest wishes to 
all those celebrating Hanukkah in the City 

of Atlanta.”
 Sandy Springs Mayor Russell Paul and 
Alpharetta Mayor David Belle Isle also 
participated in the ceremony, helping to 
light a six-foot menorah.
 Prayers were delivered by Rabbi Yossi 
New, director of Chabad of Georgia, and his 
son, Isser New, both of whom are spiritual 
leaders at Congregation Beth Tefillah, in 
Sandy Springs.
 “Hanukkah is about the miracle of 
bringing light into darkness, and we are 
proud and inspired to share this holiday 
message of hope with the leaders of our 
great state and community,” said Rabbi 
Yossi New.
 Following the ceremony, the menorah 
was transported to the grounds of 
Congregation Beth Tefillah.

FUND SENDS ATLANTA TEENS 
TO AMHSI. Jewish National Fund has 
announced that the Shirlye Kaufman 
Birnbrey Alexander Muss High School 
in Israel Impact Fellowship Program has 
chosen two Atlanta high school juniors for 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
 Established by Shirlye’s children—
Jeff and Alison Kaufman, Richard (z”l) 
and Barbara Kaufman, Mark and Nancy 
Kaufman, and Karen and Craig Senft—the 
Shirlye Kaufman Birnbrey Impact Fund is a 
merit-based scholarship funding two Atlanta 
high school students per year to spend a 
semester—four months—at Alexander 
Muss High School in Israel (AMHSI).
 Tyler Schwartz (Milton High School) 
and Carlie Ladinsky (Walton High School), 
were chosen by a selection committee based 
upon merit and their dedication to the land 

of Israel. They will 
both be in Israel in 
the spring of 2016.
 Both Schwartz 
and Ladinsky were 
excited to learn that 
they were selected. “I 
sprinted up the stairs 
and called out to my 
parents to share the 
amazing news,” said 
Ladinsky. “I was 
utterly shocked, but 
in the most excited 
and grateful way. The 
indescribable feeling 
of bliss I felt inside 
of me assured me 
that this would be the 
greatest experience of 
my life.” 
 Schwartz said, “I 
didn’t sleep all night 

because I could not stop thinking about this 
incredible opportunity, and everything that I 

am going to experience.”
 The fellowship, which includes 
everything from on-campus housing to 
field trip costs, was established to provide 
Atlanta high school Jewish teens with the 
extraordinary opportunity to discover their 
own connection to the land, people, history, 
and culture of Israel. 
 “Our mother promoted the importance 
of funding Jewish schools,” said Shirlye’s 
daughter, Karen Senft. “So, in her memory, 
we now provide Impact Funds to the 
Alexander Muss High School in Israel to 
fund scholarships to Atlanta students who 
wish to study in Israel. We established 
this fund to continue our mother’s legacy 
to future generations of Jews and the 
advancement of Jewish culture.”
 Since 1972, AMHSI has been 
pioneering the academic and experiential 
study of Israel and Jewish history at the 
high school level. Students are inspired 
to live outside their books, encounter new 
ideas and challenge themselves in infinite 
ways. For the 24,000 alumni over the past 
43 years, this impact is transformative and is 
reflected in alumni’s ongoing commitment 
to Israel, to Jewish life, and to making our 
world better. 
 The AMHSI model highlights the 
benefits of a long-term Israel program. 
Ninety-eight percent of alumni consider 
AMHSI the most transformational 
experience of their lifetime. At AMHSI, 
students reestablish their relationship to 
identity and peoplehood. Students leave 
AMHSI wanting to give back to their 
home communities and better prepared for 
life on college campuses and beyond.
 For more information about applying 
for next year, contact Judy Schancupp at 
jschancupp@jnf.org or 404.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE. At 
Jewish National Fund’s (JNF) National 

Conference 2015, October 23-26, in 
Chicago, more than 1,200 participants 
gathered to hear from Ambassador and 
Member of Knesset Michael Oren, former 
Minister Tzipi Livni, Rabbi Shmuley 
Boteach, Mayor Rahm Emanuel, JNF 
President Jeffrey E. Levine, and many 

others, who rallied them to stand with and 
support the land and people of Israel.
 Attendees included 300 college 
students, more than 100 high school students, 
and 150 JNFuture members (young leaders 
between the age of 25-40), who are among 
JNF’s fastest-growing donor base.

Mayor Reed, public officials join in Hanukkah candle lighting at Capitol

 JNF News

Rabbi Levi Mentz (from left), Alpharetta Mayor David Belle Isle, Chaya Mushka 
Children’s House Elementary Choir, Larry Miller, Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed, 
Sandy Springs Mayor Russell Paul, Rabbi Effie Ross, and Rabbi Isser New

Tyler Schwartz

Carlie Ladinsky

Southeast contingent to JNF’s 2015 National Conference: (top, from left) 
Aviva Postelnik, Janis Dickman, SE Regional Director Beth Gluck, Michael 
Jacobson, and Alan Lubel; (bottom) Sharon Levison, Roni Wolk, Atlanta Co-
President Alan Wolk, Atlanta Co-President Howard Wexler, and Sharon Segall
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JERRY’S HABIMA THEATRE 
PRESENTS SHREK THE MUSICAL, 
JR. From February 25-March 6, Jerry’s 
Habima Theatre, Georgia’s only theatrical 
company directed and produced by 
professionals and featuring actors with 
special needs, will celebrate its 23rd season 
with the charming Shrek the Musical, 
JR. This production is ideal for all ages. 
All Habima productions are held at the 
MJCCA’s Morris & Rae Frank Theatre. 
 In recent years, Jerry’s Habima 
Theatre has been honored with the National 
Endowment for the Arts Challenge America 
Grant and the Spirit of Suzi Bass Award. 
 Jerry’s Habima Theatre is produced 
under the auspices of the MJCCA’s Blonder 
Family Department for Special Needs and 
the Arts & Culture Department. Each year, 
together with local professional actors from 
the community, Jerry’s Habima Theatre 
performers (ages 18+) present a Broadway 
musical.
 Mary Nye Bennett will direct Shrek 
the Musical, JR. A Georgia native, 
she graduated from the University of 
Mississippi in 2001 with a BFA in musical 
theatre performance and has spent the past 
13 years as a professional actor and teaching 
artist. Locally, Bennett has performed at the 
Atlanta Lyric Theatre, the Alliance Theatre, 
Actors Express, Theatre in the Square, and 
the Aurora Theatre. 
 Janet Cadranel and Mona Shuman will 
co-chair Jerry’s Habima Theatre’s 23rd 
anniversary production.
 “Having experienced this remarkable 
theater over the past two decades, I am 
overwhelmed by the magnitude of emotions 
that are felt by the actors, their families, and 
the audiences,” explained Cadranel.
 “This year is my first year serving as 
a Jerry’s Habima Theatre co-chair,” said 
Shuman. “For years, I have been a part of this 
special theater as a patron and a supporter, 
but now I am seeing what happens behind 
the scenes as well.
  “What I have always found to be so 
powerful is when I see these actors come 
alive on stage, without the fear of not being 
accepted,” added Shuman. “The audience 
allows them just to be themselves, and for 
these actors who turn their disabilities into 
abilities night after night, the affirmation 
and the applause are priceless.”
 “The participants of this special theater 
company achieve new levels of self-
confidence, motivation, and socialization 
from this remarkable experience,” said 
Cadranel. “I am certain that this delightful, 
family-friendly performance of Shrek the 
Musical, JR. will inspire and entertain each 
and every Habima Theatre-goer.”
 Lois Blonder is the benefactor of the 
MJCCA’s Blonder Family Department for 
Special Needs, and its jewel, Jerry’s Habima 
Theatre (named in loving memory of her 
late husband, Jerry Blonder).
 “From the dedicated actors that pour 
their hearts into each production to the 

inspired audiences who can’t help but 
respond with standing ovations—all are 
overcome with the enormous impact of these 
performances,” said Blonder. “It gives me 
such joy to witness all of the lives that have 
been deeply touched by this remarkable 
theater and to see how far it’s come in 23 
years.”
 Shrek the Musical, JR performances are 
February 25 and 27 and March 2, 3, and 5, 
at 7:30 p.m.; and February 28 and March 
6, at 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. The first 
four performances coincide with Jewish 
Disability Awareness Month.
 General admission tickets are $35/
adults and $15/children 12 and under. 
MJCCA members tickets are $25/adults and 
$10/children 12 and under.
 To purchase tickets, call 678-812-4002, 
or visit atlantajcc.org/boxoffice or www.
atlantajcc.org/habima. 

Habima 2016 Co-Chairs Mona 
Shuman (left) and Janet Cadranel 
(Photo: Jennifer Bienstock)

CUBA: THEN AND NOW. The Marcus 
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta 
is presenting the photo documentary 
exhibition “CUBA: Then and Now,” at the 
MJCCA’s Katz Family Mainstreet Gallery, 
through March 15. 
 From the art of the Havana Biennial 
and Muraleando to baseball and cigars, 
the exhibition features vibrant images of a 
changing Cuba. Spanning 10 years, “CUBA: 
Then and Now” is the debut exhibition of 
Atlanta curator and photographer Susanne 
Katz. 
 “This small country was changing 
before my eyes,” states Katz. “As a curator, 
I am delighted by cultural and political 
contrast. The challenge for me was to focus 
on what to look at and how to visually 
describe what I was seeing. Everywhere I 
looked, there was an unforgettable image; 
and there is more to every image than a 
photograph can say.” 
 Susanne G. Katz is known to Atlanta 
arts audiences as a curator, educator, 
administrator, and photographer. Her 
distinguished career runs the gamut from 
director of the Marietta/Cobb Museum 
of Art to staff at the High Museum to the 
co-founder of the long running Atlanta 
Celebrates Photography. Katz is the author 
of several museum education guides, 
including Producing Effective Education 

Materials for Small Museums for the 
American Association of Museums. 
 In addition to photographs, the 
exhibition includes prints, paintings, and 
handmade craft items from Katz’s private 
collection. Cuban cigars, papier-mâché 
cars, and baseball memorabilia round out 
the show and serve to highlight the delights 
of everyday life in Cuba.
 The Katz Family Mainstreet Gallery 
is located at the MJCCA, 5342 Tilly 
Mill Road, Dunwoody. Gallery hours are 
Monday-Thursday, 6:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.; 
Friday, 6:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.; Saturday, 8:00 
a.m.-6:00 p.m.; and Sunday, 8:00 a.m.-8:00 
p.m. Admission is free.
 For information, call Kim Goodfriend, 
at 678-812-4071, or visit atlantajcc.org. 

Susanne Katz, Hand rolling cigars

Susanne Katz, Yellow taxi

HOMESCHOOL EXTRAS CLASSES. 
The MJCCA’s Homeschool Extras 
program offers extracurricular activities 
for homeschool students, including tennis, 
gymnastics, swimming, drama, art, and 
dance.
 Offered on a semester basis, 
Homeschool Extras programming is 
uniquely designed for three age groups: 4-6, 
7-9, and 10-13. MJCCA membership is not 
required, and Homeschool Extras is open to 
the community.
 New this year is Indian Classical Dance. 
Participants will learn the oldest, most 
popular, and widely performed Indian dance 
style, Bharatanatyam. This dance style is 
known for its grace, elegance, expression, 
and sculpture-like poses.
 The expanded Outdoor Adventure 
program, which takes place on the MJCCA’s 
52-acre property, offers different weekly 
experiences, including zip lining, rock wall 
climbing, a ropes course, archery, boating 
and fishing, laser tag, outdoor cooking, and 
more.
 Fees range from $195-$221 for 
members and $247.50-$280.50 for non-

members. For a complete list of programs 
and other information, visit atlantajcc.
org/homeschool or contact Ashley Cohen, 
ashley.cohen@atlantajcc.org or 678-812-
3867.

GET READY FOR CAMP. Online 
registration for MJCCA summer day camps 
is now underway. There are more than 100 
options for children ages 5-14, including 
traditional, specialty, teen, performing arts, 
sports, and Hebrew immersion camps, 
which begin the week of May 31 and run 
through August 12. There are expanded 
locations, programs, amenities, and new 
specialty camps. 
 In addition to the MJCCA’s Zaban 
Park location in Dunwoody and at Emory 
University, there are two new locations—
North Fulton at Congregation Dor Tamid 
and East Cobb at Temple Kol Emeth.
 New for 2016, the fun of camp can be 
extended through the MJCCA’s Camp Late 
Nights that will start when the camp day 
ends. Camp Late Nights will run from 4–8 
p.m. A special theme will be featured each 
day along with dinner.
 The lake at Zaban Park will be 
transformed into a mini amusement park 
with the addition of new bumper boats. 
 Lynne & Howard Halpern Drama 
Camps offer the chance to experience every 
element of the theatre—from acting and 
movement to music and choreography—
all while rehearsing for a performance of 
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory 
or Seussical, to be held on the final day of 
camp. 
 New camps for 2016 include:
• Cirque (rising 3rd- through 8th-graders): 
Campers have the chance to try all that the 
circus has to offer. Instruction will focus 
on developing coordination and aerial 
awareness, while building strength and 
flexibility.
• So You Think You Can Dance (rising 
K- through 8th-graders): A spinoff of the 
popular TV show, this camp will focus on 
developing and strengthening dance skills 
and teaching campers about the art of 
performance.
• Comic Camp (rising 3rd- through 6th-
graders): Explore the world of comics led 
by renowned professional comic, Jordan 
Gorfinkle, “Gorf,” who managed the 
Batman comic franchise, along with many 
other comic achievements.
• Minion Madness (rising 1st and 2nd-
graders): Explore the lives of the quirky 
Minion characters, learn their ‘banana 
language,’ create Minion crafts, cook 
Minion-themed recipes, play Minion 
bowling, and water gun hunts.
• Zombie Invasion (rising 3rd- through 6th- 
graders): The zombies are coming in the 
MJCCA’s version of the zombie apocalypse. 
Campers will learn how to survive a zombie 
invasion, create zombie crafts, apply zombie 
makeup, enjoy zombie food and activities 
such as zombie brain cupcake decorating, 
and zombie tag.
 Popular returning camps include: 
Aerial & Acrobatics, American Ninja 
Warrior, Atlanta Hawks Basketball, Atlanta 
Hawks Dance (led by the Atlanta Hawks 

 MJCCA News
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Cheerleaders), Chess, Color War, Disney 
Princess, Graffiti Art, Junk Art, Lego 
Robotics, Meteorology, Need for Speed 
Travel, Painting Frenzy, Spy, Video Game 
Builders, and Welcome to Hogwarts camps.
 MJCCA Director of Day Camps Meryl 
Rindsberg said, “We are thrilled to be able to 
bring the MJCCA’s stellar camp experience 
to other parts of metro Atlanta, making our 
camps even more accessible.” 
 MJCCA day camps include free bus 
transportation from 23 convenient metro 
Atlanta locations and discounts of $25 per 
week for campers who attend six or more 
weeks of camp. Before-and-after-camp care 
is available in weekly increments.
 For more information, visit www.
atlantajcc.org/camps or call 678-812-4004.

MJCCA PARTNERS WITH THE HAWKS. 
The Atlanta Hawks took the court at the 
MJCCA, December 5, for the MJCCA’s 
Youth Basketball program’s Opening Night 
Kick Off. The event included appearances by 
an Atlanta Hawks player, the Atlanta Hawks 
Cheerleaders, and Harry the Hawk mascot, 
plus an Atlanta Hawks’ coaching clinic.
 The event ushered in a renewed 
partnership between the MJCCA and the 
Atlanta Hawks organization, which will run 
through 2020.
 “The MJCCA is thrilled to be partnering 
with the Atlanta Hawks as the Official 
Sponsor of Youth Sports and Camps for 
another five years,” says MJCCA Chief 
Program Officer Jared Powers.
 According to Jon Babul, director of 
basketball programs for the Atlanta Hawks, 
“The fourth great year of our partnership 
with the MJCCA enables the Hawks to 
continue to impact the Atlanta community, 
both philanthropically and through 
innovative and educational sports programs 
which benefit youth, coaches, and parents.”
 The next MJCCA event featuring 

the Atlanta Hawks is the President’s Day 
Basketball Clinic, February 15, 8:30 
a.m.-4:00 p.m. The Hawks will be at the 
MJCCA to provide players with professional 
coaching, offering a mix of technical drills 
and skills to work on dribbling, passing, 
jump shots, free throws, offense, and 
defense. Each participant will have the 
opportunity to practice and improve during 
games, scrimmages, and a tournament.
 The Atlanta Hawks serve as the Official 
Sponsor of the MJCCA Youth Sports and 
Camps, which includes basketball, soccer, 
and flag football, among other sports 
leagues. They also sponsor the MJCCA’s 
summer Sports Day Camps—basketball, 
baseball, lacrosse, tennis, mixed martial arts, 
gymnastics, triathlon, fishing and boating, 
dodge ball, and other sports camp options. 
Summer programs include the Summer 
Basketball Camp, for rising 1st- through 8th-
graders, and the Summer Mini Basketball 
Camp, for rising K and 1st-graders.

GYMNASTS BRING HOME STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS. Three gymnasts 
from the MJCCA’s Perimeter Gymnastics 
team brought home the gold during recent 
Georgia state championship meets, held in 
November.
 Lyla Biggs, a 5th-grader at Vanderlyn 
Elementary School, in Dunwoody, won 
state championship honors on beam in the 
Xcel Silver Championship, held in Athens, 
November 14-15.
 At the Level 3 Championship, held in 
Savannah, November 21-22, Sari Bill, a 
1st-grader at Austin Elementary School, in 
Dunwoody, placed 1st and earned the title 
of state champion on floor exercise. Eden 
Dwoskin, a 3rd-grader at Austin Elementary 
School, was named state champion on floor 
exercise.
 In addition to the honors for the 
individual gymnasts, the Level 4 team 

qualified for the state finals, placing 8th, 
while the Level 2 and 3 teams placed 11th 
and 10th, respectively.
 “I am so proud of each of our gymnasts,” 
says Stacey Harris, director, MJCCA’s 
Perimeter Gymnastics program. “Their 
efforts represent a huge accomplishment for 
our program, both on an individual and a 
team basis.”

Perimeter Gymnastics competitors 
earn state champion honors for the 
MJCCA: (from left) Eden Dwoskin, 
Lyla Biggs, and Sari Bill
 
MJCCA ATHLETIC FIELDS GET A 
MAKEOVER. As part of an ongoing series 
of facility improvements, the MJCCA is 
renovating three of the five ball fields at the 
Zaban Park location.
  “We strive to deliver exceptional 
programs and facilities for our members 
and the community,” says Doug Kuniansky, 
chairman, Board of Directors, and acting 
CEO, who adds that the project is being 
funded through generous donations to the 
agency’s Framework for the Future Capital 
Campaign. “Having recently completed 
renovations to our Northside Hospital 
Family Aquatic Center, as well as our Blank, 
Marcus, and Mendel gyms, we are happy to 

now be enhancing our athletic fields.”
 Three of the fields are being tilled, re-
graded, and equipped with an enhanced 
drainage system. New shade coverings will 
provide shelter from the sun for spectators, 
while both spectators and players alike will 
appreciate the convenient new vending 
areas and restroom facilities that will be 
added near the upper and lower fields. The 
improvements are expected to take several 
months, and Kuniansky anticipates the 
project will be completed in June 2016.
 The MJCCA will utilize its other two 
fields for its Spring Sports Program, with all 
practices and most games being played at the 
MJCCA. Some games will be played offsite 
at a nearby location. 

BBYO held its annual winter formal 
dance on December 5, 2015, at Temple 
Emanu-El. More than 200 teens 
danced the night away, with music 
provided by VIBE Entertainment and 
a photo booth provided by Peachtree 
Pix. Teens voted on the 2015 Atlanta 
Council King and Queen; Ross 
Falkenstein, a senior at The Weber 
School, and Emma Peters, a senior 
at Pope High School, were crowned 
with those honors. To learn more 
about BBYO, contact the office at 
bbyo@atlantajcc.org.

 On January 23, the Crohn’s & Colitis 
Foundation of America (CCFA) hosted its 
25th Annual Torch Gala at the Ritz-Carlton 
Buckhead. The gala is the largest fundraiser 
of the year for CCFA’s Georgia Chapter. 
This year’s fundraising goal for the gala 
was $400,000, with proceeds going toward 
funding critical research to better diagnose 
and ultimately cure inflammatory bowel 
diseases (IBD), which include Crohn’s 
disease and ulcerative colitis. In 25 years, 
the CCFA Torch Gala has raised more than 
$6.2 million. 
 IBDs are characterized by 
inflammation of the GI tract.  Affecting 
one in 200 Americans (1.2 million) of 
all races, IBD usually starts in childhood 
or young adulthood.  In children, IBD 
can lead to growth failure, continued 
active gastrointestinal symptoms, and the 
eventual development of complications 
requiring surgery. 
  CCFA (www.ccfa.org) is the largest 
non-profit voluntary health agency 
dedicated to finding cures for IBD and 

improving the 
quality of life of 
those affected.
 The CCFA 
gala evening 
included a 
seated dinner, 
live music and 
dancing, a silent 
auction, and 
raffle. Co-chairs 
were Marc 
R a t n o w s k y 
and Steven 
G o o d m a n . 
Gala honorees 
i n c l u d e d 
M i c h a e l 
LeVine, M.D., Premier Physician of the 
Year; Stacey Rothberg, Elvin C. Price 
Volunteer of the Year; and Habif, Arogeti 
& Wynne, LLP, Corporate Citizen of the 
Year.
 “We count on the financial support of 
our community to help us advance in our 

l ife-changing 
research for 
Crohn’s disease 
and ulcerative 
colitis,” said 
Russell Dahl, 
Ph.D., CCFA’s 
director of 
Collaborative 
R e s e a r c h 
I n i t i a t i v e s . 
“ A l t h o u g h 
s i g n i f i c a n t 
progress in 
understanding 
these diseases 
[has] been 
made, there’s 

still much work to be done. Through 
generous contributions, we can continue to 
fund all of our vital programs and services.”
  “As someone who has suffered with 
ulcerative colitis for years, I recognize the 
importance of annual events like the CCFA 
Torch Gala to not only raise the much 

needed funds for critical research and 
programs, but also to promote awareness 
in the community about IBD,” said Stacey 
Rothberg, CCFA Volunteer of the Year. 
“This event is a wonderful opportunity 
for the community to come together and 
support CCFA, to find new treatments, and, 
hopefully, one day a cure.”
 For more information, visit ccfa.org/
chapters/georgia. 

Torch Gala helps fund critical Crohn’s and colitis research projects

Dr. Michael LeVine (from left), Stacey 
Rothberg, Richard Kopelman, and Marc 
Ratnowsky (Photo courtesy of CCFA)
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 Infertility isn’t a subject that comes 
up often, even among family or good 
friends. It may be the elephant in the 
room, a challenge many couples face in 
silence and desperation. It’s not a simple 
as a quick run the drugstore to search 
the aisles for a remedy. You might check 
your favorite bookstore or neighborhood 
library for some information. None qualify 

as solutions. It 
becomes real 
when you ask your 
physician. 
 Searching for 
a solution can 
expose feelings of 
anxiety or guilt; no 
one ever expects 
to address this 
topic. Coping with 
this issue can be 
painful. After all, 

the usual goal is how to avoid becoming 
pregnant until you are ready.
 The Jewish Fertility Foundation, 
founded by Elana Bekerman Frank, 
provides financial assistance, educational 
awareness, and emotional support to 
Atlanta Jewish families who have medical 
fertility challenges. 

 Although some couples conceal their 
infertility from family and friends, there 
is no need to suffer in silence. When you 
have all the facts, options, and support, 
you feel encouraged and confident.
 Elana and her husband faced this 
issue head on and now have two boys; she 
calls them miracle children. The miracle 
happened in Israel. There were no questions 
about age, the length of their marriage, or 
how long they had been trying.
 After trying to navigate the healthcare 
system and in desperation, they finally 
found a doctor who set them on the 
right course of action, utilizing in vitro 
fertilization. 
 “My story isn’t unique,” says Frank. 
“But I was lucky. I got pregnant via IVF 
twice in two years, and I thank the universe 
every day. But for others it takes years, 
losses, and lots of tears and heartache 
before babies are made, if at all. And with 
the costs of IVF ranging from $15,000-
$25,000 in Atlanta, Georgia, many don’t 
even have a chance for a chance. So I’ve 
turned my useless guilt into helpful actions 
by starting the Jewish Fertility Foundation. 
As a woman struggling with infertility, I 
know what it’s like to cry alone. I hope 
that I can use my experience from working 

in non-profits for over 13 years and my 
personal understanding around infertility 
to help other women know there is support 
available.” 

The Frank family: Jason, Levi, Elana, 
and Avidan

 The Jewish Fertility Foundation Board 
of Directors strategically includes active 
and influential voices from the Reform, 
Conservative, and Orthodox communities; 
medical experts; and those who have dealt 
with and are dealing with infertility. 
 Current directors include Rabbi Analia 
Bortz, Jodi Daniels, Elie Engler, Elisheva 
Engler, Lynn Goldman, Elisha Joffe, 
Gennye Feldman, Rifki Freundlich, Karen 
Grinzaid, Rabbi Jessica Shafrin, Rabbi 

Adam Star, and Rabbi Mark Zimmerman. 
Dr. Daniel B. Shapiro, Dr. Jessica B. 
Spencer, and Dr. Andres A. Toedo serve as 
the foundation’s medical advisory council.

Jewish Fertility Foundation Board 
of Directors: (front, from left) Elisha 
Janet, Elana Frank, Elisheva Engler; 
(back, from left) Karen Grinzaid, 
Rabbi Zimmerman, Rifki Freundlich, 
Rabbi Jessica Shafrin, and Elie 
Engler. Not pictured: Rabbi Analia 
Bortz, Jodi Daniels, Lynn Goldman, 
Gennye Feldman Krasner, and 
Rabbi Adam Star

 For more information, contact 
Elana Frank at 770-843-7413 or elana@
jewishfertilityfoundation.org, or visit 
jewishfertilityfoundation.org.

Jewish Fertility Foundation provides support for Atlanta families

 Infertility is a disease that results 
in the abnormal functioning of the 
male or female reproductive system.
• The World Health Organization, the 
American Society for Reproductive 
Medicine (ASRM), and the American 
College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists (ACOG) recognize 
infertility as a disease.
• Infertility is defined as the inability to 
conceive after one year of unprotected 
intercourse (six months, if the woman 
is over age 35) or the inability to carry 
a pregnancy to live birth. (source: 
Resolve.org)

FAST FACTS
• One out of six Jewish couples faces 
the challenge of infertility.
• Georgia does not mandate insurance 
coverage for treatment of infertility.
• One in eight couples, or 12% of 
married women, have trouble getting 
pregnant or sustaining a pregnancy. 
(Resolve.org)
• The Affordable Care Act (ACA) does 

not require coverage for infertility 
treatments. Those states with an 
infertility mandate that covers IVF 
may have chosen an Essential Health 
Benefits (EHB) benchmark plan that 
includes the IVF mandate. The EHB 
impacts the individual and small 
group markets only in each state. 
(Resolve.org)
• Fertility problems are more common 
in the Jewish community due to 
delayed marriage and childbearing, 
lack of knowledge of effective 
treatment options, and genetic issues.

TREATMENT OPTIONS
 Intrauterine insemination (IUI) is 
the placing of sperm into a woman’s 
uterus when she is ovulating.
 In vitro fertilization (IVF) is a 
highly sophisticated, meticulously 
timed procedure, which involves 
removing a ripened egg (or eggs) 
from the female’s ovary, fertilizing it 
with semen, incubating the dividing 
cells in a laboratory dish, and then 

replacing the developing embryo in 
the uterus at the appropriate time. 
(Resolve.org)
 Assisted reproductive technology 
(ART) includes all fertility treatments 
in which both eggs and sperm are 
handled outside of the body. In general, 
ART procedures involve surgically 
removing eggs from a woman’s 
ovaries, combining them with sperm 
in the laboratory, and returning them 
to the woman’s body or donating them 
to another woman. The main type of 
ART is in vitro fertilization (IVF). 
(Cdc.gov)
 Intracytoplasmic sperm injection 
(ICSI) is often used for couples with 
male factor infertility. Sometimes it is 
also used for older couples or for those 
who have experienced failed IVF 
attempts. In ICSI, a single sperm is 
injected into a mature egg, as opposed 
to “conventional” fertilization, in 
which the egg and sperm are placed 
in a Petri dish together, and the sperm 
fertilizes an egg on its own.

LOCAL FERTILITY CLINICS
Atlanta Center for Reproductive 

Medicine (ACRM)
770-928-2276
Main office: 

5909 Peachtree Dunwoody Road
Atlanta GA 30328

Emory Reproductive Center
404-778-3401

550 Peachtree Street, Suite 1800
Atlanta GA 30308

Reproductive Biology 
Associates (RBA)

404-257-1900
1100 Johnson Ferry Rd #200

Atlanta GA 30342

LOCAL SUPPORT GROUP
WISH: Wo/Men’s Infertility Support 

Havurah
404-252-3073

wish@templesinaiatlanta.org

Elana Frank

Infertility: know the facts

WE STAND     A   WITH ISRAEL
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 26 • OPENING NIGHT
COBB ENERGY PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27
SCADSHOW REGAL AVALON GTC MERCHANTS WALK

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28
SCADSHOW REGAL AVALON GTC MERCHANTS WALK

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29
SCADSHOW REGAL AVALON GTC MERCHANTS WALK

OPENING
NIGHT

Wedding Doll
7:50 PM

Remember
7:30 PM

Opening Night Gala
5:00 PM

ACCESS
Night Party
6:00 PM

The Three Hikers
7:55 PM

Song of Songs
7:50 PM

A Grain of
Truth
12:15 PM

Censored Voices
7:10 PM

Already 
Tomorrow in 
Hong Kong
8:00 PM

Wedding Doll
11:45 AM

The Kind
Words
7:45 PM

The
Grüninger File
7:50 PM

The Law
11:50 AM

Wedding Doll
7:00 PM

Look at Us
Now, Mother!
11:15 AM

The Kind
Words
1:40 PM

Breakfast
at Ina's
11:00 AM

Shorts
Program 1
1:00 PM

Mountain
12:10 PM

Venice Ghetto
2:20 PM

Every Face
Has a Name
2:10 PM

The Three 
Hikers
2:25 PM

Atomic Falafel
12:00 PM

Time To Say 
Goodbye
2:35 PM

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30
SCADSHOW REGAL AVALON GTC MERCHANTS WALK

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31
SCADSHOW REGAL AVALON GTC MERCHANTS WALK

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1
REGAL ATLANTIC STATION GTC MERCHANTS WALK

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2
REGAL ATLANTIC STATION GTC MERCHANTS WALK

East Jerusalem 
West Jerusalem
8:45 PM

Performance

To Life!
7:00 PM

Atomic Falafel
9:20 PM

Time To Say 
Goodbye
7:10 PM

The Midnight 
Orchestra
9:25 PM

East Jerusalem 
West Jerusalem
7:00 PM

Performance

To Life!
9:40 PM

Sabena Hijacking:
My Version
11:00 AM

Atomic Falafel
1:50 PM

Time To Say 
Goodbye
4:35 PM

Persona
Non Grata
7:10 PM

Fire Birds
11:10 AM

The People vs. 
Fritz Bauer
1:45 PM

Children
of Giant
4:20 PM

Look at Us
Now, Mother!
7:30 PM

What Our Fathers 
Did:
A Nazi Legacy
11:10 AM

Rock in the
Red Zone
1:55 PM

In Line for...
4:40 PM

Tikkun
7:15 PM

Breakfast
at Ina's
11:25 AM

Fire Birds
1:40 PM

Shorts
Program 1
4:20 PM

The People vs. 
Fritz Bauer
7:35 PM

Sabena Hijacking:
My Version
7:50 PM

Children
of Giant
1:30 PM

Persona
Non Grata
7:00 PM

Demon
8:00 PM

Look at Us
Now, Mother!
7:10 PM The Pracht Inn

7:50 PM

Look at Us
Now, Mother!
11:30 AM

The
Grüninger File
2:05 PM

Rabin,
the Last Day
7:00 PM

The Law
6:50 PM

Already Tom... in 
Hong Kong
9:10 PM

Persona
Non Grata
1:00 PM

Fire Birds
7:50 PM

NATASHA

TICKETS &
MORE INFO at

AJFF.org
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
REGAL ATLANTIC STATION GTC MERCHANTS WALK

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4
REGAL ATLANTIC STATION GTC MERCHANTS WALK

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5
REGAL ATLANTIC STATION GTC MERCHANTS WALK

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6
REGAL ATLANTIC STATION LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

Natasha
7:50 PM

The Kind
Words
11:50 AM

Rabin in His Own 
Words
2:35 PM

Marathon Man
7:00 PM

Rabin,
the Last Day
7:00 PM

Sabena Hijacking:
My Version
1:30 PM

The People vs. 
Fritz Bauer
7:50 PM

Je suis Charlie
7:10 PM

Venice Ghetto...
12:00 PM

Naked Among 
Wolves
1:45 PM

A Grain of
Truth
8:00 PM

Natasha
7:40 PM

Naked Among 
Wolves
12:20 PM

Shorts
Program 2
6:50 PM

The
Grüninger File
9:00 PM

Morgenthau
11:40 AM

The Muses
of Isaac...
2:20 PM

To Life!
11:50 AM

The Law
2:10 PM

Je suis Charlie
11:30 AM

JeruZalem
2:15 PM

Time To Say 
Goodbye
11:50 AM

A Grain of
Truth
2:05 PM

That Daughter's 
Crazy 
7:10 PM

JeruZalem
9:25 PM

Wedding Doll
7:00 PM

The Midnight 
Orchestra
9:15 PM

Time To Say 
Goodbye
7:00 PM

The People vs. 
Fritz Bauer
9:15 PM

A Grain of
Truth
8:00 PM

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7 • SUPER BOWL
REGAL ATLANTIC STATION LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

By Sidney
Lumet
11:00 AM

East LA 
Interchange
2:05 PM

Song of Songs
4:15 PM

The Kind
Words
11:10 AM

Shorts
Program 2
11:15 AM

To Life!
4:05 PM

Singing In
The Dark
11:00 AM

Morgenthau
1:20 PM

The
Grüninger File
4:00 PM

That Daughter's 
Crazy
1:55 PM

What Our Fathers 
Did:
A Nazi Legacy
1:35 PM

Shorts
Program 3
4:10 PM

By Sidney Lumet
7:00 PM

Marathon Man
1:30 PM

Mountain
7:50 PM

The Kind Words
7:50 PM

Censored Voices
2:25 PM

Rabin in His
Own Words
8:00 PM

Mountain
11:50 AM

The Front
7:20 PM

Persona Non Grata
11:10 AM

Rabin in His
Own Words
2:20 PM

Tikkun
7:30 PM

The Pracht Inn
11:35 AM

Vita Activa:
The Spirit of
Hannah Arendt
7:50 PM

Carvalho's Journey
2:00 PM

The Midnight Orchestra
7:00 PM

The Front
11:30 AM

By Sidney Lumet
2:10 PM

The Three Hikers
7:40 PM

THE KIND WORDS

CONTINUE THE
CONVERSATION

@ATLjewishFilm
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14 • VALENTINE’S DAY
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

Natasha
2:40 PM

Flory's Flame
6:50 PM

Demon
9:10 PM

The Three Hikers
11:50 AM

The Three Hikers
7:40 PM

Vita Activa:
The Spirit of
Hannah Arendt
11:50 AM

The Midnight Orchestra
7:50 PM

The Midnight Orchestra
11:50 AM

Sabena Hijacking:
My Version
2:45 PM

Rabin, the Last Day
11:30 AM

Flory's Flame
2:55 PM

Fire Birds
11:50 AM

Shorts Program 3
2:25 PM Sabena Hijacking:

My Version
2:45 PM

To Life!
7:00 PM

Atomic Falafel
9:30 PM

The Law
7:10 PM

Fire Birds
9:20 PM

Atomic Falafel
7:00 PM

A Grain of Truth
9:25 PM

Naked
Among Wolves
11:00 AM

To Step Forward Myself / 
Our Boys
1:35 PM

Shorts Program 4
3:40 PM

East LA Interchange
5:55 PM

Wedding Doll
8:00 PM

Carvalho's Journey
11:10 AM

The Muses of Isaac
Bashevis Singer
1:25 PM

The Pracht Inn
3:30 PM

The Venice Ghetto...
6:05 PM

His Wife's Lover
7:50 PM

The Law
11:00 AM

Every Face
Has a Name
1:20 PM

Sabena Hijacking:
My Version
3:25 PM

Surviving Skokie
5:55 PM

Song of Songs
8:10 PM

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15 • PRESIDENTS' DAY
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16 • CLOSING NIGHT
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS WOODRUFF ARTS CTR. SYMPHONY HALL

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
UA TARA CINEMAS LEFONT SANDY SPRINGS

CLOSING
NIGHT

11
 P

M
10

 P
M

9 
PM

8 
PM

7 
PM

6 
PM

5 
PM

4 
PM

3 
PM

2 
PM

1 
PM

12
 P

M
11

 A
M

The Atlanta Jewish Film Festival enriches your experience 
with guest speakers before and aft er select screenings. A 
variety of fi lmmakers, critics and other experts engage with 
the audience during introductions and post-fi lm Q&A ses-
sions, at no additional cost.

Guest speaker and post-fi lm Q&A information is currently 
posted at AJFF.org within individual fi lm listings.

For further announcements and other late-breaking up-
dated information, you can also follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter or Instagram @ATLjewishfi lm.

GUEST SPEAKERS AND
POST-FILM DISCUSSIONS

The day after Closing Night, 
don’t miss these to-be-deter-
mined screenings of 2016’s 
most popular, sold-out fi lms.

Films and ticketing details 
will be announed once the 
festival is underway.

u See page 48 to learn more.

DAY OF
ENCORES

Censored Voices
11:00 AM

In Line for...
2:00 PM

Surviving Skokie
3:50 PM

Persona
Non Grata
7:15 PM

Song of Songs
11:15 AM

Shorts
Program 4
1:45 PM

To Step...Myself / 
Our Boys
4:05 PM

Naked Among 
Wolves
8:00 PM

Surviving Skokie
11:50 AM

Demon
2:05 PM

Children
of Giant
4:30 PM

Mountain
7:40 PM

Look at Us
Now, Mother!
11:55 AM

Tikkun
2:10 PM

The People vs. 
Fritz Bauer
11:30 AM

Vita Activa:
The Spirit of 
Hannah Arendt
2:05 PM

In Search of Israeli Cuisine
7:00 PM

Closing Night
Israeli Food Tasting

LOOK AT US NOW, MOTHER!

TICKETS &
MORE INFO at

AJFF.org
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CELEBRATE GIVING. The holiday season 
is a time for giving. That spirit of caring 
for others resonated throughout the Jewish 
Student Union clubs of Greater Atlanta as 
2015 came to a close. Though Christmas is 
naturally the dominant holiday in the South, 
Rabbi Chaim Neiditch led the crusade at more 
than a dozen JSU clubs, to ensure hundreds 
of local Jewish teens learned about their own 
people’s timeless values of chessed (loving 
kindness) and bikur cholim (visiting the sick). 
JSU partnered with Children’s Healthcare of 
Atlanta, a network of children’s hospitals, to 
provide sick children with Jewish-themed 
presents. Among the gifts were hundreds of 
dreidels decorated by JSU students. 
 During the dreidel-decorating sessions, 
the teens learned that the values of chessed 
and bikur cholim are not limited to helping 
only fellow Jews, but also should be 
extended to all the nations and peoples of the 
world. Indeed, in times of need, all member 
of the global village have the responsibility 
of taking care of one another. In particular, 
many JSU teens were eager participants in 
these activities, as they had fond personal 
feelings about pediatric healthcare and had 
themselves experienced what it was like to 
be sick in the hospital in the past.

Teens in JSU at Riverwood High 
School make toys for children in the 
hospital during the holiday season.

At Dunwoody High School, teens in 
JSU learn about the importance of 
helping those in need and caring for 
the sick.

JSU ALL NIGHTER. The Jewish Student 
Union recently hosted its 6th annual Jewish 
teen unity All Nighter. This is Atlanta’s 
largest Jewish teen event of the year, and 
it was the most successful one yet. Nearly 
400 participants from 53 schools in the 
Greater Atlanta area took part in what could 
aptly be deemed an event that transcends 
denominations and unified all the area’s 
Jewish teens.
 The All Nighter took place at Andretti’s. 
The “opening ceremony,” which took place 
on a Saturday night, was actually the “closing 
ceremony” of Shabbat, as JSU teen leaders 
led an uplifting havdalah, which included 
words of inspiration from JSU Executive 
Director Rabbi Chaim Neiditch. Then it was 
“on your marks, get set, go!” for the all-
nighter, as all the JSU club presidents took 
part in a Go-Kart race to open the festivities.
 Everyone stayed awake throughout the 
night, enjoying activities such as an extreme 
ropes course, a rock climbing wall, bowling, 
and, of course, unlimited arcade games. The 
action was pulsing, thanks, in particular, to a 
JSU alumnus who stopped by to DJ the event 
and keep the music going in the sky lounge, 
which ensured plenty of simcha dancing that 
brought smiles to everyone’s faces until the 
wee hours of the morning.
 With several hundred participants, it 
couldn’t help but be noted that the JSU All 

Nighter enabled Jewish teens from all over 
the Greater Atlanta region to share a special 
bond. Some established new friendships and 
even made plans to become future college 
roommates.
 The event resonated perfectly with 
Rabbi Neiditch’s vision for the JSU, as 
a way to bring together the many young 
Jews across the region and help to form a 
community among them. For many of the 
teens, the All Nighter represented their first 
Jewish-themed extracurricular activity.
 As with every JSU event, word of its 
success has spread widely, and requests have 
already started pouring in from other schools 
in the region to open additional JSU clubs 
over the coming school year.

Teens enjoying the 6th annual JSU 
Jewish teen unity All Nighter

Bonding and making new friends at 
JSU’s All Nighter

CELEBRATING CHANUKAH. When the 
holiday season rolls around each December, 
Jews everywhere know that it’s time to light 
up the night, with candles burning bright, 
and celebrate Chanukah. Excitement was in 
the air as more than 700 teens attended JSU 

club Chanukah gatherings, in 14 Atlanta-
area high schools.
 With the smell of delicious latkes filling 
the air, Rabbi Neiditch led the proceedings 
at each meet-up. Aside from telling the 
Chanukah stories of how the Maccabees 
overcame the Greeks, as well as the miracle 
of the single jug of oil lasting for eight days, 
Rabbi Neiditch also relayed and reviewed 
the special laws of lighting the menorah with 
all who took part.
 The food and lessons led to spirited 
conversations among the participants, who 
talked about the significance of miracles in 
our lives. Beyond that, each teen was given 
a free box of colored Chanukah candles 
and a free wooden menorah to decorate and 
personalize.
 Lighting the menorah both at the 
JSU gatherings and at home, Atlanta-area 
teens clearly kindled the Jewish flames of 
hundreds this past season. For many, it was 
their first time lighting their own menorah. 
The Chanukah miracle continued to spread 
ever wider, as many teens reported including 
their families in home menorah lightings.

Teens at Chamblee JSU celebrate 
Chanukah.

Teens at Grady High School JSU 
make menorahs to light with their 
families on Chanukah.

 JSU News

 I remember getting on a MARTA 
train at the airport some years ago. As it 
traveled toward downtown, a number of 
teenage girls boarded, pushing babies in 
strollers. I thought to myself, “Babies 
having babies. What chances do those 
girls and those babies have in life?”

 After that, I worked for a time for 
Planned Parenthood, and one day I 
overheard a young teen, who, looking 
up at the agency’s sign, said, “I ain’t 
never planned nothin’ in my whole 
life.” Thankfully, the rate of teenage 
pregnancies has dropped.
 I think back to the hard work of 
Esther Taylor, founder, and Sylvia 
Freedman, director, of Planned 
Parenthood of Atlanta. Their mission: to 
help underprivileged women, teenagers, 
rape victims, and others with serious 
medical problems. Yet today, there is 
a serious effort bent on stopping the 
education and treatment women might 

receive from Planned Parenthood.
 This and other flashes on the 
nightly news haunt me as we begin the 
New Year. Every broadcast recounts the 
victims of the day’s shootings; drive-
by shootings, gang shootings, police 
shootings, domestic shootings, robbery 
shootings, and the shooting of babies. 
No gun control laws in sight!
 Add to that the news of terrorist 
killings. Yet listen to some candidates 
on TV, and you hear extreme promises, 
outrageous insults, and racist rants 
rather than real, practical plans or honest 
leadership to solve our problems.
 If this country had put some of their 

immigration suggestions in place in the 
past, none of us would be here. Yes, I am 
worried about this country that I love. I 
hope somehow we can work together to 
make 2016 better. I yearn for a year that 
brings news of peace, safety, health, 
happiness, and the greater good for all.

Random thoughts for the New Year
BY Carolyn
     Gold
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By Belle Klavonsky

SECOND GRADE SAFRUT. In 
preparation for their upcoming Chagigat 
Chumash celebration, at which they will 
receive their very own Chumashim, Atlanta 
Jewish Academy second-graders enjoyed a 
presentation on how to write a Torah. They 
learned that only kosher animals can be used 
to make parchment and only special ink that 
doesn’t sink in can be used…and they even 
made their own ink. The students wrote 
their Hebrew names on parchment, with 
their very own quills. Here, AJA second-
graders Jacob Lambert and Eli Jutan check 
out their quill pens.

WINNING AND GIVING. For a safe 
driving contest, sponsored by Landmark 
Auto, in Morrow, AJA teens, parents, and 
friends pledged never to text and drive. 
Kennesaw Mountain High School won the 
$10,000 grand prize, and AJA took second 
place. The Kennesaw Mountain students 
decided to use their prize to provide a 
Christmas holiday for local underprivileged 
children; AJA students donated their $1,000 
winnings to aid KMHS students in their 
mission. Pictured: (back, from left) Jesse 
Cann, Gil Vayner, Avi Greene, Dauren 
Parker, Rachel Kahen, Shira Solomon, 
Nicole Nooriel, and Ellie Parker; and (front) 
Oryah Bunder, Ruby Jacobs, and Maia Dori

EVENING OF THE ARTS. AJA’s annual 
Evening of the Arts was a wonderful 
showcase for student artists and performers. 

Lower School students presented authentic 
Colonial-era songs and dances and 
previewed two numbers from “Annie,” the 
school musical coming in March. From 
the Upper School came a preview of “Cut 
Loose,” the girls-only Chagiga performance, 
scheduled for February, and a performance 
by “The Dreidels,” the Upper School music 
elective band. In addition to student art, 
there was an exhibit by photographer and 
first-grade teacher Beth Intro, called “AJA 
at Play.” Here, Jeremy and Stefanie Sarnat 
with daughter Talia, proudly display her 
artwork.

SCIENCE FAIR. AJA’s annual Junior High 
Science Fair, for seventh and eighth-grade 
students, included 66 projects, examined by 
14 judges. First-, second-, and third-place 
winners, as well as one overall winner, were 
chosen from each grade. The two overall 
winners, eighth-grader Ari Slomka and 
seventh-grader Gabriel Weiss, will go on to 
compete in the Fulton County Science Fair. 
Pictured: (from left) winners Ari Slomka, 
Eitan Linsider, Zachary Mainzer, Sophie 
Steinberg, Wade Rabinowitz, Shayna 
Shapiro, Matthew Minsk, and Gabriel Weiss

NEURONET. At “Coffee and NeuroNet,” 
AJA kindergarten students demonstrated 
to their parents their usage of NeuroNet, 
a learning-readiness program that 
coordinates motor and cognitive skills, 
while encouraging self-evaluation and trial-
and-error problem solving. AJA has been 

exploring the use of NeuroNet in other 
grades as well, where it improves fluency 
in reading, math, and handwriting. Here, 
kindergarten students Danita Dayani and 
Noa Birnbaum practice the writing portion 
in their demonstration.

THIRD GRADE HAVDALAH. Led 
by Morah Michal Hoch, Atlanta Jewish 
Academy third-graders’ presentation on 
Havdalah was beautiful and meaningful. 
Through song, dance, and drama, the 
students taught their audience of family 
and friends all about the service that ends 
Shabbat. After the performance, parents and 
children worked together to make a flower 
of b’samim, the spices that are a part of 
Havdalah, followed by Rav Shachar Shalom 
performing the Havdalah service. Here, 
Shmuel Shulkes (from left), Hannah Angel, 
Oliver Mason, and Kayla Wallenstein re-
enact havdalah in their performance.

L’DOR V’ DOR. Just before winter break, 
Davis Academy second-grade students 
visited residents at Berman Commons to 
share some of the beautiful songs they 
learned for their Kabbalat HaSiddur 
ceremony just a few weeks before, when 
their families presented the students with 
their own personalized prayer books that 

they will use throughout school. Here (from 
left) Tyler Swartz and Gabi Swartz and 
Sarah Herman show their new siddurim to 
a Berman Commons resident. 

MATH WIZZES. Congratulations to Davis 
Academy’s Noetic Learning Math Contest 
award winners: (back, from left) Ezra 
Mahle* (sixth grade), Jonah Medoff* (eighth 
grade), Jacob Frank* (seventh grade); (front) 
Zoe Nowak (third grade), Julia Moss (third 
grade), Mick Shrubstock* (fifth grade), and 
Harrison Green (fourth grade). The Noetic 
Learning Math competition draws thousands 
of students in second through eighth grades 
from all around the country. (*denotes team 
& National Honor Roll winners)

SELF PORTRAITS. After learning about 
Fauvist artists from the early 1900s and 
their use of bold colors to portray emotions, 
Davis Academy 6th-graders developed 
their oil pastel skills and created their 
own emotional, colorful self-portraits. 
The portraits are displayed at The Davis 
Academy Middle School.

INTEGRATED LEARNING. Davis 
Academy seventh-graders Lily Fleischmann 
and Melanie Zeewy collaborate on their 
“You be the Math Teacher” project for 
an integrated unit the students worked 
on during January. Framed by the movie 
Life is Beautiful, teachers created learning 
experiences centered on the theme through 
different perspectives and lenses, which 
students are exploring through coursework 
in each class.

HOLIDAY SPIRIT. In the spirit of 
community, Davis Academy kindergarten 
students have begun a new relationship with 



January-February 2016 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN Page 15

kindergarten students at Dunwoody Springs 
Elementary School, a Fulton County school 
located directly across the street. During the 
holidays, the Dunwoody Springs students 
invited the Davis students to visit and teach 
them about Hannukah. The kindergarteners 
played Hannukah games together and ate 
holiday treats. Left to right: Dunwoody 
Springs student Kevin Reese, Davis 
students Jack Solomon and Halle Nelms, 
and Dunwoody Springs student Katana 
Ajabu

TECH TRICK. Davis Academy Middle 
School students are learning to program 
and fly drones. In technology classes, they 
are working on programming the drones to 
navigate an obstacle course. Here, eighth-
grade student Micah Kornblum gets the 
device to fly in the Middle School Media 
Center.

UNIQUE COLLABORATION. The 
Epstein School is the only school in North 
America that has formed a partnership 
with two universities, providing an open 
pipeline to Israeli educator interns. In this 
groundbreaking partnership, The Epstein 
School hosted three students from the 
University of Haifa, for their teaching 
practicum. The students—Inbal Avraham, 
Inbar Erner, and Hovav Cohen—are part 
of the university’s specialized program 

designed to generate highly qualified and 
talented Jewish educators. The partnership 
was made possible through the cooperation 
of Haifa’s exchange program with that 
of Georgia State University, where the 
educator interns also took several courses.

PLANNING FOR PARTNERSHIP. 
Delaney Somer, a fourth-grader at 
The Epstein School, works on Hebrew 
language skills with Inbal Avraham, one 
of three interns from the University of 
Haifa. Early last year, Tal David, Epstein’s 
Elementary School principal, met with 
Epstein grandparent Stan Sunshine, Georgia 
State University Instructor in Educational 
Psychology Paul Flexner, University of 
Haifa’s Head of the International School 
Hanan Alexander, and University of Haifa‘s 
Director of Administration Ayelet Egossi. 
As a result, a comprehensive vision for this 
new partnership emerged. 

AN HOUR OF CODE. All Epstein first- 
through eighth-graders participated in 
Computer Science Education Week’s An 
Hour of Code, December 7-13, a grassroots 
campaign supported by 350 partners and 
100,000 educators worldwide. Epstein 
sessions were facilitated by Technology 
Specialist Helene Marcus, Media Specialist 
Gordon Carswell, and 21st Century 
Learning Coach Emily Khan. Using the 
code.org website, students explore the 
world of computer programming in a fun, 
interactive environment and perhaps will be 
inspired to become programmers. Computer 
Science Education Week was created and 
intended to make history by recruiting 
millions of students to complete an Hour of 
Code. Pictured: Epstein third-grader Nathan 
Dobrzynski

VIP DAY. A longstanding tradition and one 

of The Epstein School’s premier events, VIP 
Day gives children the opportunity to share 
the exciting and magical world of Epstein 
with important people in their lives. Thanks 
to the efforts of more than 30 volunteers, 
nearly 600 guests enjoyed the program 
and classroom visits. Epstein 8th-grade 
student Sydney Fialkow (right) invited a 
very special guest, her 100-year-old great-
grandmother Lena Sisselman (center), and 
her mother Stacy Fialkow (left) to VIP Day.

BEE BOTS. Even Epstein preschoolers 
benefit from the school’s commitment to 
state-of-the-art technology. In addition to 
ActivBoards and iPads, they now have 
Bee-Bots, programmable floor “robots” 
designed to help preschool children develop 
math and literacy concepts as they program 
the Bee-Bot’s movements. Bee-Bots teach 
sequencing, estimation, problem solving, 
counting and directions, and more, in a 
collaborative and fun environment. Here, 
Claire Solomon and Bennie Borna explore 
the alphabet and numbers using an iPad.

Reese Sonenshine stands in front of 
the classroom and demonstrates on the 
ActivBoard how to drag and drop weather 
icons onto a calendar.

Ma’ayan Rosenthal, Reese Sonenshine, 
Bennie Borna, Claire Solomon, Jacob 
Pelletier, and Alyssa Herskowitz (shown 
reaching) with Bee-Bots

PLAYWORKS. Torah Day School of 
Atlanta teachers are implementing the 
training they received from Playworks, a 
Boston-based national organization that 
strives to give every child the opportunity 
for safe, inclusive, and meaningful play. 
Recently, third-fifth-grade boys, in already 
assigned teams, played kickball with their 

supervising teachers. This experience 
showed students that they could play in 
a large group, cheer for their teams, work 
together, and enjoy time with their teachers. 
Having teachers involved helps create a 
more harmonious atmosphere and allows 
them to be proactive in setting up students 
for successful play. Pictured: students and 
teachers before the game 

SHARING THEIR STORIES. The seventh-
grade language arts students at TDSA wrote 
and illustrated children’s stories using their 
vocabulary words. They shared their stories 
with the first-grade boys.

RECEIVING THEIR CHUMASH. TDSA 
second-grade girls received their Chumash 
after performing a play for their parents.

CELEBRATING CHANUKAH. TDSA’s 
Boys Choir lit the Chanukah menorah and 
sang for patrons at the Toco Hill Kroger.

DRESSING UP. The kindergarten class 
at TDSA celebrated the acquisition of the 

See CLASSNOTES, page 16
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Hebrew letter - by dressing up like kallahs. 
Pictured is a colorful kallah (bride).

HEBREW PERFORMANCE. Mrs. Nir’s 
classes at TDSA performed a play, entirely 
in Hebrew, for girls in kindergarten through 
eighth grade.

COALITION OF ESSENTIAL SCHOOLS. 
The Weber School joined teachers, civic 
leaders, and community activists from 
across the country at the recent Coalition of 
Essential Schools Fall Forum, in Portland, 
Maine. Weber was the only Atlanta 
Jewish day school in attendance. CES is 
at the forefront of creating and sustaining 
personalized, equitable, and intellectually 
challenging schools—places of powerful 
learning, where all students have the chance 
to reach their fullest potential. CES works 

with educators to support and promote 
innovative and effective teaching. Pictured: 
(from left) Beth Kostka, Herschel Revzin, 
Rabbi Ed Harwitz, Michele Brown, Kevin 
Goldberg, and Michael Bennett

IMPRESSIONISTS. While studying “The 
Emergence of Mass Society and Democracy 
in Europe,” Weber students in Annie Hale’s 
Themes in European History class created 
their own “impressions” of paintings by 
French Impressionism founder Claude 
Monet. Each student chose one of four of 
Monet’s most famous works—Houses of 
Parliament: Effect of the Sunlight in the 
Fog, Bridge Over a Pond of Water Lilies, 
Haystacks at Giverny, the evening sun, 
and Water Lilies—and rendered it using 
modeling clay, allowing the students to 
recreate the traditional Impressionist style 
of sculptural paint, thick and heavy paint 
strokes, and layered color. Pictured: 10th-
grader Eli Katz

MASTER TEACHER. Jewish Literature 
teacher Rabbi Pamela Gottfried was 

honored with an invitation to be the master 
teacher at the recent Educators Kallah for 
religious school teachers, at Congregations 
Etz Chaim and Gesher L’Torah. During the 
retreat, Rabbi Gottfried led text studies, 
using the same interdisciplinary approach to 
Torah study that is so successful with Weber 
students. Rabbi Gottfried’s integration of 
arts, technology, and modern Midrash helps 
make text study accessible and meaningful, 
allowing students to discover the relevance 
of ancient Jewish wisdom to their modern 
lives. Pictured: Rabbi Gottfried with ninth-
grader Brent Rodgers

ISRAEL/POLAND EXPERIENCE. Prior 
to embarking on the Senior Israel/Poland 
Experience trip, Weber students had the 
opportunity to learn about modern Jewish 
communities in Poland and Israel from 
social studies teacher Dr. Rachel Rothstein 
and guest lecturers from The Emory Institute 
of Modern Israel. Students, pictured here, 
participated in thoughtful debates and 
presentations about the historical Jewish 
experience in both countries before learning 
about the multi-faceted Jewish communities 
they will encounter during the trip. 

FAMILY HISTORY. Modern Jewish 
history students at Weber have completed 
a technologically savvy family history 
project. Using primary sources, including 
interviews, documents, and ancestry.com’s 
database, each student researched two 
ancestors/relatives who immigrated to the 
U.S. Students placed their own family’s 
experience into the larger story of Jewish 

immigration, while focusing on the push and 
pull factors that lead to immigration. They 
also researched the local Jewish history 
of the places from which their ancestors/
relatives emigrated. This semester, the 
students will create a digital map to analyze 
larger patterns of Jewish immigration based 
on their family stories. Pictured: 11th-grader 
Jenna Grossman

WE BE JAMMIN’. Weber’s talented chorus 
and band ensembles took to the stage at 
Steve’s Live Music for their inaugural 
Winter Concert. With Music Program 
Director Drew Cohen at the helm, the 
evening was a fun and festive celebration 
featuring jazz, pop, indie, and rock classics. 
The evening’s highlights included a stirring 
performance of Sufjan Stevens’ “Chicago” 
and The Beatles’ “While My Guitar Gently 
Weeps,” featuring senior Ben Perlow 
making his public singing debut. Pictured: 
Soloist Maya Horesh (11th grade), with 
Aliza Abusch-Magder (ninth grade), Abby 
Blum (12th grade), and Michelle Nelkin 
(12th grade)

Classnotes
From page 15

 This past Thanksgiving, my son drove 
me to Charlotte, North Carolina, for a visit 
with my daughter, his sister, and her family. 
We enjoyed delicious food, great weather, 
and perfect grandchildren—nothing better.
 Instead of driving straight back to 
Atlanta, we headed to Florence, South 
Carolina. This was a trip I really wanted to 
make. My father, Abe Cohen, is buried in 
the Jewish cemetery in Florence, and it had 
been awhile since I visited. 
 After going to my father’s gravesite, 
I wandered around the cemetery. It was so 

peaceful. I stopped at so many gravesites, 
read the names on the tombstones, and 
remembered them from my youth. I spent 
time remembering wonderful families 
and dear people—names like Kornblut, 
Blumberg, Cohen, and more. 
 Back then, every small southern town 
had a Jewish family and most of them had 
stores. We all knew each other. My father 
and a group of men started the synagogue 
in Dillon, South Carolina. It was a gathering 
place for all these families. During the 
period when my father was president of the 
shul, they built an addition that included a 
kitchen and large room for gatherings and 
holidays. 
 However, as the years past, most of 
my generation and especially the next 
generation, didn’t return to the area. We 
did not become merchants. We went on to 
other occupations, mainly in bigger cities. 

As a result, the shul’s membership grew too 
small, the property was sold, and the Torahs 
and memorial plaques were moved to the 
synagogue in Florence.
 After our visit to the cemetery, we 
checked into the hotel and then went to 
services at the synagogue. It was lovely and 
welcoming. There was a wall on which the 

memorial plaques from the Dillon shul were 
displayed. I loved reading all of the names 
again. Name after name brought back such 
wonderful memories to me.
   It was a warm experience, and I am so 
glad we took the time to visit the cemetery 
and synagogue in Florence. Another era 
gone, but hopefully not forgotten. 

Wonderful memories
BY Cecile Cohen
     Waronker

Seth Bernanke, Philip Kornblut, Debra Kornblut, and Mindy Bernanke dressed 
up for Purim at Ohav Shalom in Dillon, circa 1961 
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By Jonathan Barach

MJCCA DAY CAMPS. Online registration 
has begun for Marcus Jewish Community 
Center of Atlanta summer day camps. The 
2016 line-up includes expanded locations, 
programs, amenities, and new themed 
Specialty Camps. The summer 2016 
schedule includes two new locations—
North Fulton, at Congregation Dor Tamid, 
and East Cobb, at Temple Kol Emeth—in 
addition to MJCCA Zaban Park and Emory 
University. Other innovations include 
Camp Late Nights, the transformation of the 
lake at Zaban Park into a mini amusement 
park with the addition of bumper boats, and 
more. For information, call 678-812-4004, 
or visit atlantajcc.org/camps.

ELDAD BECK IN ATLANTA. The 
Consulate General of Israel to the 
Southeast is bringing Israeli journalist and 
author Eldad Beck to Atlanta, for events 
highlighting his new book, Germany, at 
Odds, as well as his journalism experiences 
in the Middle East. The public events are 
January 20, 3:00-4:30 p.m., at Georgia State 
University, Communications Department—
Center for Global Information Studies, 25 
Park Place, 8th Floor, and January 21, 7:00-
9:00 p.m., at Congregation B’nai Torah, 
700 Mount Vernon Hwy NE (co-sponsored 
by American Jewish Committee). For more 
information, contact the Consulate at info@
atlanta.mfa.gov.il or 404-487-6500.

PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE. The 
Sunshine School is hosting an Open 

House, at 10:15 a.m., January 22. Open 
Enrollment for the 2016-2017 school year 
begins February 8. The preschool is located 
at Temple Kol Emeth, 1415 Old Canton 
Road, Marietta, in East Cobb County. The 
Sunshine School and The Weinstein School 
(on the MJCCA’s Zaban Park campus) are 
the MJCCA’s preschools. Both preschools 
are accredited by the prestigious National 
Association for the Education of Young 
Children, a designation awarded to less than 
seven percent of all preschools in Georgia. 
For more information, call 678-812-3800, 
or visit atlantajcc.org/preschool. 

AGING AND THE EDEN ALTERNATIVE. 
What makes life worth living and how do 
we measure it? Join JF&CS and Temple 
Beth Tikvah for an interactive community 
presentation on the Eden Alternative and 
how people can master the seven domains 
of well-being for themselves and their 
community. Presented by Molly Levine-
Hunt, LCSW, JF&CS’ Aviv Older Adult 
Services, this program takes place January 
24, 4:30 p.m., at Temple Beth Tikvah, 
9955 Coleman Road, Roswell. For more 
information or to RSVP, e-mail mlevine@
jfcs-atlanta.org.

LOVE A TREE. Join the MJCCA, January 
25, 5:00-6:30 p.m., as it celebrates Tu 
B’Shvat with the TreeMan, a walking, living 
tree. This free program will feature songs 
with Rabbi Brian Glusman, activities and 
crafts, tasting of fruits and nuts associated 
with the land of Israel, and lessons about 
the environment. Tu B’Shvat, the Jewish 

Earth Day, is a festival of wonder, joy, and 
thankfulness that celebrates the renewal 
of nature. This event is sponsored by The 
MJCCA’s Club J, The Weinstein School, 
and Tzofim (Israeli Scouts). For more 
information, contact Rabbi Glusman, at 678-
812-4134 or brian.glusman@atlantajcc.org.

ADDICTION AND RECOVERY. 
Helping Atlantans Manage Substance 
Abuse (HAMSA) will present Embracing 
Imperfection: T’Shuvah as Judaism’s 
Antidote to Perfection, a discussion with 
Rabbi Mark Borovitz, January 31, 5:00 
p.m., at Congregation B’nai Torah, 700 
Mount Vernon Highway Atlanta. For more 
information or to RSVP, e-mail HAMSA@
jfcs-atlanta.org.

QUARTERLY BLOOD DRIVE. On, 
February 7, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., Jewish 
War Veterans Post 112, Fulton Masonic 
Lodge, will sponsor its quarterly blood 
drive, at Ahavath Achim Synagogue. The 
need for blood is especially urgent during 
the winter months. The goal for this drive 
is 55 pints. Appointments are preferred, 
but walk-ins are welcome. To schedule an 
appointment, visit redcrossblood.org, enter 
code JWV, and follow the prompts. For 
more information, call Gail Solomon, at 
404-351-1900. 

WHEN BUBBIE MET ZAYDIE. The 
Jewish Genealogical Society of Georgia 
and Congregation Etz Chaim will feature 
Dr. Eric Goldstein, the Judith London 
Evans Director of the Tam Institute for 

Jewish Studies, February 7, at 2:00 p.m. 
Dr. Goldstein will speak on “When Bubbie 
Met Zaydie: How Eastern European Jews 
Decided Whom to Marry, and What That 
Tells Us About the Lives of our Ancestors.” 
Admission is free, but RSVP’s are requested. 
RSVP to JewishGenealogy@JGSG.org.

JOEL GREY AT MJCCA. On February 18, 
7:30 p.m., a Page from the Book Festival 
of the MJCCA, welcomes Joel Grey, as he 
shares his remarkable life story through 
his memoir, Master of Ceremonies. Grey 
is best known for portraying the “Master 
of Ceremonies” in both the stage and film 
versions of the Kander and Ebb musical 
Cabaret, for which he won the Academy, 
Tony, and Golden Globe awards. The 
program will be followed by a Q & A and 
book signing. Ticket are $10-$15. For 
information, visit www.atlantajcc.org, or 
call 678-812-4002.

ARTSCAPE. Artscape, the annual family 
event that provides children 18 months-10 
years with hands-on visual art, musical, 
and dance experiences, is February 21, 
3:30-5:30 p.m., at Sensations Therafun, 
1704 Chantilly Drive Atlanta. The cost, 
per family, is $50 in advance, $65 at the 
door. Artscape benefits JF&CS’ Counseling 
Services. For more information and to buy 
tickets, visit www.artscapeatl.org.

PAL 30TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION. Celebrate 30 years of 
the PAL program at a free, family-friendly 
community event honoring Ellen Moore 
and Kaethe Solomon. This event is February 
28, 1:00-4:00 p.m., at Congregation B’nai 
Torah. For more information, visit YTFL.
org/PALcelebration or e-mail pal@jfcs-
atlanta.org.

 Thought you’d like to know

By Erin O’Shinskey

CONSULATE GENERAL HOSTS DINNER 
WITH LATINO LEADERS. In November, 
Ambassador Judith Varnai Shorer, consul 
general of Israel to the Southeast, hosted 
a dinner with 40+ Great Atlanta Latino 
community leaders. Attendees included 
directors of the Latin American Association, 
members of the Georgia Association of Elected 
Officials, Univision figures, and many more. 
The Latino community in the Southeast is 
strong and steadily growing. The goal of the 
dinner was to enhance Israel’s relationship with 
the Latino community for future connection 
and collaboration.

LEGENDS AND HEROES. On December 
8, approximately 300 people gathered at The 
Temple, in Atlanta, to celebrate Friends of the 
IDF Southeast Region’s “Legends & Heroes” 
event. The evening featured soldiers from 
many different backgrounds, as well as keynote 
speaker and IDF Medal of Valor Recipient 

Zvika Greengold, whose actions during the 
beginning of the Yom Kippur war held off the 
Syrian advancement into the Golan Heights. 
Deputy Consul General Ron Brummer and 
other consulate members attended, along with 
local supporters of the FIDF, the FIDF Young 
Leadership Committee, and various members 
of the IDF, including current lone soldiers from 
Atlanta. 

Current and former FIDF soldiers, 
including lone soldiers from Atlanta 
(Photos courtesy of Greg Mooney/
AtlantaPhotographers) BERLIN MARATHON. Atlanta running 

enthusiast Ronnie Frostig was one of the 
35,000 runners who participated in the Berlin 
Marathon on September 26, 2015, in Berlin, 
Germany. Ronnie has completed marathons on 
seven continents and in all 50 states in the U.S. 
He has participated in the six major marathons: 
New York, Chicago, Boston, Tokyo, London, 
and now Berlin. 

Ronnie Frostig crosses the Berlin 
Marathon finish line.

 MISH  MASH
Zvika Greengold

Deputy Consul General of Israel to 
the U.S. Ron Brummer speaking with 
an IDF soldier
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 Davis Academy eighth-grader Isaac 
Goldman had an unusual visitor at school 
during December. Just before winter 
break, Goldman hosted Duke, a Fulton 
County K-9 officer that works as a bomb-
sniffing dog, and Duke’s handler, Deputy 
Jacqueline Underwood. The interview and 
demonstration were all captured on video 
and became primary sources for Goldman’s 
eighth-grade CLIMB research. 
 A unique Davis Academy project-based 
learning experience, CLIMB challenges the 
school’s most senior students to use a variety 
of skills to explore topics about which they 
are curious or already passionate.
 During this special visit, Underwood 
took Duke, a black Labrador retriever, 
to Davis Academy’s Middle School gym 
and demonstrated how the dog finds 
explosives—in this case, a toy laced with 
the smells of TNT and other explosive 
elements. Goldman interviewed Underwood 
about the pair’s training, which takes eight 
hours per day nearly every single training 
day. Underwood says she takes Duke to all 
the Fulton County buildings that the dog is 
trained to sweep. She described bringing 
Duke to check a bank building, after a robber 
claimed that he had left explosives there. When Goldman asked Deputy Underwood 

what kinds of qualities a bomb-sniffing dog 
should have, she responded that such dogs 
must demonstrate endurance and readiness.
 The eighth-grade CLIMB projects 

begin early in the school year, with 
brainstorming sessions that end with each 
student developing a research question 
that guides his or her research, which 
includes print and live sources, along with 
other methods. Students are encouraged to 
develop and share their topic creatively, 
including videos, illustrated texts, Prezis, 
and even 3-D models, along with formal 
writing. 
 On December 14, 2015, 58 projects, 
exploring an impressive array of questions 
related to science, health, sports, and social 
issues, were presented during the eighth-
Grade Project CLIMB Fair. Goldman’s 
presentation was titled, “What animals are 
able to sniff out and detect bombs and other 
weapons in the army, and how are they able 
to do this?”
 Among the many other topics were: 
beneficial eating habits, the impact of 
community sports on inner city children, 
how the brain makes the body move, 
famous lawsuits, and gender equality in 
sports.
 Parents and teachers attended the 
CLIMB Fair, enjoying the numerous 
creative presentations, demonstrations, and 
discussions.

From aerodynamics to dreams, Davis eighth-graders 
present research projects

Davis eighth-grader Isaac Goldman, 
with Deputy Underwood and Duke, 
the bomb-sniffing K-9 officer

Gabriella Lewis researched the 
process of how a garment design 
becomes an actual article of clothing.

 Simon Barzilay, a 32-year-old 
Jewish Atlantan with special needs, 
will run the Miami Marathon to raise 
awareness and funds for kids and adults 
with special needs. He will dedicate 
hours to fundraising and training for this 
momentous occasion. 
 Simon has been a participant of 
Friendship Circle for a number of years, 
attending its inclusive social events 
and taking advantage of its educational 
programming. Through Friendship Circle, 
Simon has the opportunity to make friends, 
explore his Jewish heritage, and try new 
things. This year, Simon was looking for a 
way to give back to the organization that 
has so enriched his life, and that’s how 
he came to join Team Friendship in the 
Miami Marathon. 
 “I would like to help with the 
fundraising for Friendship Circle, because 
I like what they do and being involved,” 
says Simon. “I want to help in every 
aspect I can.” 
 Team Friendship consists of 170 
runners representing Friendship Circle 
chapters across the U.S. From registration 
until crossing the finish line, Team 
Friendship members undergo an incredible 
journey and experience of a lifetime. 
 As someone who has greatly 
benefited from Friendship Circle, Simon 
understands the crucial need for such an 
organization in the Jewish community. 

 “Friendship Circle is important to 
me, because it’s where I get my Jewish 
education and where I make my friends,” 
said Simon. He wants to ensure that others 
like him, both children and adults, will 
always have a place like Friendship Circle 
to call home.
 Running the marathon is no small 
feat; it takes a lot of determination, 
commitment, and courage. But these 
are all traits that Simon demonstrates 

on a daily basis, as he navigates a world 
not yet fully inclusive. Simon knows 
no limitations, as he has had to fight for 
things every step of the way. From social 
acceptance to job placements, Simon has 
never given up and never takes no for an 
answer.
 “I am excited to do this. I am looking 
forward to training and pushing myself 
beyond what I normally do.” As he 
pounds that Miami pavement, sweaty, 

heart beating, lungs tight, it is exactly 
these qualities that will take Simon over 
the finish line. As he so simply says, “I am 
not nervous about anything. This is going 
to be the best experience!”
 To support Simon in this incredible 
endeavor, visit miami.teamfriendship.
org/simon. For more information about 
joining Team Friendship, visit miami.
teamfriendship.org or call 404-423-3371.

Barzilay will run Miami Marathon to benefit Friendship Circle

Simon Barzilay (center) with Todd and Michoel participate in the Scuba 
Program

JELP volunteer and Simon Barzilay
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REGISTER NOW AT

SUMMER 2016 LOCATIONS: 
DUNWOODY,  NORTH FULTON, 
EAST COBB, & EMORY!

REGISTER FOR OUR GESHER 
HEBREW IMMERSION CAMP 
FOR RISING K-3RD GRADERS!

*Visit atlantajcc.org/camps for full details.

FREE WEEK
*

TRADITIONAL  PERFORMING ARTS  SPECIALTY  SPORTS  TEEN

For more information or to register for Summer 2016:

campbarney.org • 678.812.3844

Located in the North Georgia Mountains, 
Camp Barney Medintz is a meaningful 
and exciting Jewish summer overnight 

camp for rising 3rd–11th graders!

Two-week options for 
campers completing 
2nd-6th grades!

Take center stage 
at CBM LIVE!, our 
specialty theater camp.

SUMMER 2016 HIGHLIGHTS

REGISTER NOW FOR SUMMER 2016

Experience the RUSH of whitewater rapids, the 
VIEW from the top of a mountain, and EPIC 
adventures to the coolest places in the U.S.

AWAITS

YOUR SUMMER

Grades 5–8

ADVENTURE CAMP

Grades 8–12

TEEN TREKS

adamahadventures.org
QUESTIONS? Contact 678.812.4107

or adamah@atlantajcc.org

REGISTER NOW FOR SUMMER 2016!

 
 

TWENTIETH ANNUAL LECTURE in the 
TENENBAUM FAMILY LECTURE SERIES in JUDAIC STUDIES 

 
 

Steven J. Zipperstein 
Daniel E. Koshland Professor in Jewish History and Culture 

Stanford University 
 
 

Catastrophe and the Contemporary Jewish 
Imagination: The 1903 Kishinev Pogrom 

as Fact and Fiction 
 
 

Kishinev’s pogrom of 1903 was the first event in Russian Jewish life to 
receive international attention. Why did it have this impact, and why 
did it provide the prism through which so much of the contemporary 

Jewish experience would be seen? 
 
 
 

February 2, 2016 
Tuesday, 7:30pm ~ Reception Hall 

Michael C. Carlos Museum 
Emory University 

 
 

This event is free and open to the public 
Please join us for a reception 

following the lecture 
 
 

Free parking available at Fishburne 
and Peavine Parking Decks 

 
 
 
 
 

 

• Personal Insurance 
• Business Insurance
• Employee Benefits
• Executive Benefits

Call Rick Swerdlin
CIC, ARM, Sr. Vice President

678.336.7370
888.297.6317

1215 Hightower Trail
Building B • Suite 120

Atlanta, GA 30350

PointeNorthIns.com

THE rIGHT
CoVeRAge

mAkES THE 
dIffeRenCe

has merged with

Same people, same service, same address, 
just the name on the door is different

Pointe North
INSURANCE GROUP
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Put some overtime
toward yourself.
Don’t let the 9-to-5 grind you down.
With regular massage treatments, 
you’ll find the energy to climb even
higher on the corporate ladder.

Introductory 1-hour massage

with free aromatherapy
 $4999

Introductory 1-hour essential custom facial

with free aromatherapy 
 $5999

NORTH DRUID HILLS
2484 Briarcliff Rd. Suite 35 

Atlanta Ga 30329
678 932 8204

 Monday – Friday 9 AM to 9 PM
Saturday – 9 AM to 7 PM
Sunday –10 AM to 6 PM

Sperry • Sebago • Timberland
Merrell • J&M • Ecco •  Florsheim
Clarks • Ugg • Cole-Haan • Bass
Allen Edmonds • New Balance

Cole-Haan • Allen Edmonds
Sizes 6-16 A-EEEE

www.BenniesShoes.com

404.262.1966 • 2625 Piedmont Rd. • Buckhead
Mon-Sat 8-6 Sun 12-5

OVER $50!!!
Expires 04/01/16 

Excludes Shoe Repair

OFF ANY 
PURCHASE
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Jewish GeorgianTHE

See JF&CS, page 26

See AJFF, page 23

By Dr. Matthew Bernstein

 The 2016 edition of the Atlanta Jewish Film Festival (AJFF) is sweet indeed. Once 
again, the evaluation committee and festival staff have brought us an extraordinary array 
of films from around the world, which explore little-known aspects of Jewish history and 
experience and the manifold ways in which Jews connect with others in the world.
 One of the best features of the AJFF is that it brings to Atlanta’s big screens great 
films that may never obtain theatrical bookings because of how narrowly distributors define 
American audience interests. Moreover, many of our offerings have been shown, or will be 
shown, only at major film festivals around the globe. You don’t need to travel to Toronto or 
Sundance to see these films: AJFF brings them to you. And in the case of Israel, we have the 
joy of seeing the fine work of some new, creative directors.
 All of 2016 AJFF’s offerings are informative and fascinating, and many of them are 
hugely entertaining. Atomic Falafel is as outlandishly funny as any American comedy I’ve 
seen this year (including Trainwreck and Spy), while Remember compares favorably with 
Sleuth (the first version). Documentaries such as Rabin in His Own Words, The Three Hikers 
and Sabena Hijacking: My Version are as absorbing as fictional films. But one thing I always 
love about watching festival movies is how they remove us from the grind of our daily lives, 
command our attention, and get us thinking and feeling in new and surprising ways about 
things that matter, something that mainstream commercial films often don’t do.
 As always, there are many more worthwhile films than space here allows, so I urge you 
to seek those others that also attract your interest. Meanwhile, I look forward to seeing you 
at the fest.

Atomic Falafel
 I love expertly done farces, even on the most grave and timely of subjects, for the 
opportunity to laugh at our deepest fears. Atomic Falafel, about a potentially imminent 
Israeli-Iranian nuclear battle, mocks Israeli military machismo with testosterone-fueled 
characters that are descendants of Dr. Strangelove. But director Dror Shaul’s fast-paced 
comedy is fresh and original. From the soldiers who insist that a comely widow deliver her 

 Jewish Family & Career Services 
will be renovating and expanding its 
facility to improve services for its clients 
and accommodate a growing waitlist for 
specialized services. The non-sectarian 
non-profit has begun a capital campaign 
to raise money for the project, which is 
expected to cost $5.1 million. 
 The expansion will focus on three 
service areas. 
 Tools for Independence (TFI) 
WORKS, a program of the Intellectual 
and Developmental Disabilities Services 
division, will move to the Dunwoody 
campus. This popular program has 

professor’s picks

JF&CS begins capital campaign 
to expand its campus

 It was with great sadness we learned 
of the passing of Eugene Samuel Asher on 
December 28, 2015. The curtain had dropped 
on a dynamic personality whose presence 
in our midst made the world a better place. 
That ever-present smile and that energetic 
gait invigorated all who came in contact with 
him.
 Gene began his career as a 

In memoriam: 
Gene Asher, 
founder of The 
Jewish Georgian

Atomic Falafel

Welcoming garden

Counseling lobby

Gene AsherSee ASHER page 25

New JF&CS entrance and Tools for Independence building 

(rendering photos courtesy of Ted H. Taylor)
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delicious falafels to them during war games, 
to the military’s insistence that International 
Atomic Energy inspectors be taken to Yad 
Vashem instead of an actual nuclear facility, 
Shaul’s portrait of the inanities of adult, 
security-obsessed Israelis and maladjusted, 
but sensible, teens spares no one.

By Sidney Lumet
 This is a gift to any film lover or budding 
filmmaker. Growing up in the Yiddish 
theater and acting in 1930s Hollywood 
films, Sidney Lumet, by the 1970s, was 
one of the most revered Jewish-American 
film directors. He became famous for his 
work with the finest actors of his time, 
such as Henry Fonda and Al Pacino, and 
for his hard-hitting crime dramas (Dog Day 
Afternoon, Before the Devil Knows You’re 
Dead), adaptations (The Pawnbroker, Long 
Day’s Journey into Night, Fail Safe, Murder 
on the Orient Express, Daniel) and social 
satires (Bye, Bye Braverman, Network). 
Here, he frankly and in detail discusses his 
poor Jewish upbringing, liberal left politics, 
career, working methods, and greatest 
challenges, in remarks that are illustrated by 
generous clips from his best work. Though 
he denies it, his abiding subjects include 
family relationships, individuals rebelling 
against corrupt systems, and the often 
elusive nature of justice—Jewish themes 
(though not exclusively so) to their core.

Censored Voices
 To many American Jews, myself 
included, Israel’s conduct of the 1967 Six 
Day War was the equivalent of America’s 
victory in World War II, the Good War. This 
eye-opening documentary has changed my 
mind. Here, former IDF soldiers listen to 
interviews they gave to Israeli writer Amos 
Oz within three weeks of that conflict’s 
conclusion. As we hear stories of soldier 
brutality, mass killings and the dispossession 
of Arab families, we see related historical 
footage of such events. No wonder the 
Israeli government suppressed these tapes 
for many decades. As relevant now as this 
material was 40 years ago, this unsettling 
film is a must-see.

Censored Voices

Demon
 Highly atmospheric and credible, 
Demon packs a powerful punch as a modern 
retelling of the dybbuk story, which in 
Jewish folklore refers to the possession of 
the living by the soul of a dead person who 

was never properly buried. Here, a London-
based Polish groom (a superb Itay Tiran) 
is possessed by the spirit of a past resident 
of the small town where he will make his 
future home. But in a bit of bad timing, his 
possession occurs the day of his wedding. 
Demon uniquely alternates between The 
Exorcist-type serious drama (without the 
pea soup) and social comedy, as Piotr’s 
bride and in-laws struggle to understand 
what is happening to him and then try to 
hide his serious, but implausible, condition 
from the guests by serving more vodka. But 
nearly all the characters have something 
to hide, as does the entire town, a tradition 
that the ambiguous ending suggests may 
continue.

Demon

East Jerusalem West Jerusalem
 Jewish Israeli folk-rock singer-
songwriter David Broza and his long-
time friend, Palestinian filmmaker and 
musician Issa Frej, stand at the start of this 
documentary observing a Jerusalem Day 
celebration, in which different religious 
populations vehemently claim the Old City 
for themselves. Over just eight days and 
nights in an East Jerusalem studio, they team 
up on a new album with the participation 
of American composer Steve Earle; 
Palestinian rapper Muhammed Mughrabi 
(who brings Broza to his Shuafat refugee 
camp to perform for school kids); unjustly 
controversial Palestinian superstar singer 
Mira Arward; and, most movingly, the 
Jerusalem Youth Chorus, comprising Arab 
and Jewish teens. The music is wonderful, 
and the interviews with Broza and his 
collaborators truly set this documentary 
apart, as it explores the meaning and 
connective power of music.

Fire Birds
 From its very opening scene, in which 
a swinging jazz score accompanies the 
recovery of an 80-year-old murder victim, 
I was seduced by this intricate, funny, 
deftly directed Israeli mystery. Alternating 
between flashbacks of the con artist-
victim’s life and the struggles of an unhappy 

detective assigned to the case, director Amir 
Wolff maintains a laugh-out-loud tone, even 
as he sensitively acknowledges the sorrows 
of Israeli Holocaust survivor widows. The 
crowning glory of Fire Birds, however, is its 
veteran cast: all of the leads deliver sterling 
performances. No wonder this thought-
provoking, enormously entertaining film 
earned so many Ophir nominations, with 
a Best Supporting Actress win for the 
hilarious Dvor Kedar.

A Grain of Truth
 In the grand tradition of mystery yarns 
woven with social criticism, this intelligent, 
twisty, highly entertaining crime thriller 
provides a painfully honest look at Poland’s 
longstanding anti-Semitism, particularly 
the ever-abiding blood libel (the belief that 
Jews killed Christian babies for holiday 
rituals). Robert Wieckierwicz gives a 
terrific performance as ace detective Teodor 
Szacki, who has left Warsaw for the quiet 
medieval town of Sandomiercz, which, it 
turns out, is a hotbed of such hatred, and 
where a series of gory ritual murders keeps 
Szacki and us guessing, while he interviews 
multiple witnesses and suspects. Think of it 
as a Polish variation on The Girl with the 
Dragon Tattoo—but A Grain of Truth is a 
wholly original work that will stay with you 
for quite some time.

A Grain of Truth

The Midnight Orchestra
 I was entranced by this beautifully 
shot dramedy about an alienated stock 
trader son who reacquaints himself with his 
Moroccan father’s legacy of popular music 
in Casablanca. First-timer Avishay Benazra, 
playing son Michael, has a fascinating 
face and meets quite the array of quirky 
characters, as he gradually decides to reunite 
his father’s group. Chief among them are 
a pair of vaudevillian rabbis and an often 
mindless, motormouth cab driver, played 
with comic aplomb by Aziz Dadas. Their 
Jewish-Muslim rapport is one of the many 
gifts of this film, along with its sensitive 
exploration of that unhappy chapter in 
Moroccan-Jewish history, when Jews fled 
the country during an anti-Semitic backlash 
in the wake of the Yom Kippur War.

Mountain
 Beautifully shot and performed, this 
seemingly simple tale of a neglected 
Orthodox wife has deep and troubling 
undertones. First-time writer-director 
Yaelle Kayam movingly captures the 
plight of Tzvia (a perfect Shani Klein) 
as she wanders among the tombstones 
of a Mount of Olives cemetery, smoking 

cigarettes, reading poetry, and seeking 
brief exchanges with strangers, including a 
Palestinian groundskeeper whom she sees 
most frequently. Her nighttime discovery 
of illicit activities leads her to a crisis of 
faith and the film to a disquieting, startling 
conclusion. The melding of settings—her 
family lives beside the cemetery, their home 
of cold stone walls resembles a tomb—
moody lighting, and Klein’s compelling 
performance yield a memorable cinematic 
experience.

The People Vs. Fritz Bauer
 This engrossing, superlative companion 
piece to Labyrinth of Lies recounts the 
true story of Germany’s 1950s district 
attorney who was determined, even if it 
meant breaking the law, to locate, arrest, 
and deport Adolph Eichmann, against the 
wishes of his government. Officials are 
either uninterested or equally determined to 
halt his efforts and end his career. With a 
driving pace, exquisite period settings and 
attire, and lead actor Burghart Klaußner’s 
riveting performance, this historical drama 
is one you don’t want to miss.

The People Vs. Fritz Bauer

Rabin in His Own Words
 Using Rabin’s speeches, interviews, 
recollections, photos, and home movies, 
this is a thoroughly absorbing, intimate 
portrait of both the Israeli military hero 
turned peace-making leader and the Israel 
of his time. Whether or not you know 
Rabin’s biography in detail, you will find 
this film fascinating. How could an introvert 
become a national leader? One’s admiration 
for Rabin only grows after learning about 
the foundation he laid for the Israeli-
Egyptian peace agreement (against the 
protests of Menachem Begin, who reaped 
all the glory), his anti-settlement stance, 
and his various peace-making efforts that 
he pursued until his tragic assassination. 
Given his assessment of many of Israel’s 
most challenging issues, from religious 
extremism and the settlement movement to 
the prospects for peace, Rabin emerges not 
only as a highly humane statesman, but also 
as a prophetic leader. 

Rabin, the Last Day
 After 10 years in France, Israel’s most 
famous director, Amos Gitai, returned to his 
home country to film this unconventional, 
but undeniably powerful, docudrama. 
It reenacts the Shamgar Commission’s 
investigation into “operative acts of 

See AJFF, page 24
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negligence” that enabled religious zealot 
Yigal Amir to fire three bullets at Yitzhak 
Rabin from close range at the end of a peace 
rally. While the commission was constrained 
to assess only security failures, Gitai ranges 
freely and widely to explore the conditions 
of religious extremism and incitement found 
in the settlements, but which spread to the 
mainstream via political rallies, often led by 
none other than Benjamin Netanyahu. The 
chants of “Death to Rabin” are chilling, and 
the political polarization of Israel is quite 
close to conditions here in the United States. 
Eschewing a conventional chronological 
account, Gitai has created a thoughtful, 
searing companion piece to Rabin in His 
Own Words. 

Remember
 The Manchurian Candidate meets 
Memento in this suspenseful drama from ace 
Canadian-Armenian director Atom Egoyan, 
best known for his first-rate drama The Sweet 
Hereafter. Carefully framed shots bring us 
compelling performances from Christopher 
Plummer and Dean Norris (of Breaking 
Bad fame), and brief fine turns by Martin 
Landau and German acting legend Bruno 
Ganz. This carefully modulated, sometimes 
bizarre tale of an affable, piano-playing, 
dementia-ridden octogenarian Holocaust 
survivor on a mission-impossible revenge 
quest is intriguing from start to finish, as it 
explores the essential connection between 
memory and identity.

Remember

Sabena Hijacking: My Version
 This riveting reconstruction of the 
famous 1972 Palestinian group Black 
September’s hijacking of a Tel Aviv-bound 
flight builds upon the recovery of the 
pilot’s reel-to-reel detailed recollections 
of this agonizing event. News footage and 
reenactments bring the story to life, but best 
of all are interviews with passengers, the one 

surviving Palestinian hijacker, and former 
members of the rescue squad, including 
Benjamin Netanyahu and Ehud Barak, as 
well as Shimon Peres. They contribute 
multiple perspectives, and though we know 
the outcome, Sabena Hijacking achieves 
unrelenting suspense.

Song of Songs
 The AJFF has never shown a film quite 
like this off-the-beaten-track gem about 
star-crossed lovers in a turn-of-the-century 
Ukranian shtetl, adapted from a minor 
Sholem Aleichem story. The absolutely 
stunning cinematography captures scenes 
in which director Eva Neymann lovingly 
recreates the historical milieu by shooting 
on location and, surprisingly, using frontal 
staging and lateral tracking shots that gather 
up often humorous vignettes of village life. 
This style reminded me of Wes Anderson’s 
amusing comedies, but Song of Songs more 
accurately partakes of a Russian hypnotic 
cinematic tradition most prominently 
practiced by the world-renowned Andrei 
Tarkovsky (most famous for his sci-fi film 
Solaris), and an adherence to traditional 
values of a culture doomed to disappear in 
the near future.

Song of Songs

The Three Hikers
 News of American captives in the 
Middle East too often have filled our 
headlines, but this utterly involving 
documentary compels us to consider the 
story behind one particularly awful instance. 
Iran imprisoned three internationally and 
socially active American hikers, one of 
them Jewish, for 781 days, beginning in 
summer 2009, for accidentally straying 
over the country’s unmarked border with 
Iraq. The insights provided here by experts 
and diplomats into the workings of Iran’s 
government have obvious relevance to the 
recent nuclear arms deal. But the heart of 
this film resides with the hikers themselves, 
their families and friends—who endured 
their indescribable ordeal with extraordinary 
perseverance and courage as they worked 
tirelessly to achieve the hikers’ freedom. 
What they have done with their lives since 
is similarly inspiring and makes one ponder 
the nature of prison policies and practices 
worldwide. As with Sabena Hijacking: My 
Version, though we know the outcome of the 
story, this retelling, including its effective 
musical score, is mesmerizing.

Tikkun
 Avishai Sivan’s tale of a yeshiva student 
gone wrong after a near-death experience is 
a disciplined, often silent and austere portrait 

of the agony of losing one’s faith. Beautifully 
composed, black-and-white widescreen 
shots frame Haim-Aaron (Aharon Traitel) 
and his butcher father (Palestinian veteran 
Khalifa Natour), who revives him, as they 
both grow increasingly isolated from their 
friends, co-workers, and family. “Danger is 
worse than transgression,” advises Haim’s 
father, when urging him to take a shower 
at home (rather than at the mikvah), when 
Haim arrives home drenched from walking 
in a downpour and at risk of getting sick. 
But Haim undertakes both, and his father’s 
dreams of transgression and punishment 
grow increasingly surreal and disturbing in 
this spellbinding, sensual tale.

Tikkun

To Life!
 Absorbing “odd-couple” dramas of 
friendships forged across age and religious 
divides frequently turn up at the AJFF. To 
Life! is one of the best I recall. Beautifully 
lit and shot, expertly acted To Life! finds 
two depressed individuals reluctantly aiding 
each other in unexpected ways. The flinty 
Holocaust survivor and former Yiddish 
singer Ruth (the commanding Hannelore 
Elsner) takes a turn for the worse when 
she is moved into a mental hospital; young 
Jonas (the appealing Max Riemelt) comes 
to Berlin to escape unpleasant realities and 
risks repeating some of Ruth’s mistakes. As 
the film crosscuts between past and present 
and between Ruth and Jonas, you cannot 
help but root for them to value their lives.

To Life!

Wedding Doll
 There are many reasons to watch 
Wedding Doll, perhaps the most poignant 
of all our fiction films this year, but the 
incandescent performance of Moran 
Rosenblatt (star and best actress Ophir-
winner for last year’s Apples from the 
Desert) is a most compelling one. Here she 
plays Hagit, a developmentally challenged, 
marriage-obsessed young woman who 
works in a toilet paper factory and loves 
her boss’s charming son. Each of the 
main characters wants to escape his or her 

From page 23
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Atlanta Jewish 
Film Festival 
2016 lineup

 The 16th annual Atlanta Jewish Film 
Festival, the world’s largest Jewish film 
festival, returns for another expansive 23 
days, from Tuesday, January 26, through 
Wednesday, February 17. 
 The 2016 AJFF will present 77 
films from 26 countries, including five 
world premieres, nine North American 
premieres, and four U.S. premieres. 
This premier cinematic experience 
brings major new works, on Jewish and 
Israeli themes, to multiple theater venues 
across Atlanta. As a leading exhibitor of 
international and independent cinema, 
AJFF continues to play a vital role in 
Atlanta’s development as a major film 
center.
 “We are proud to unveil the sprawling 
lineup for the 2016 AJFF, featuring 
diverse, high-caliber films from around 
the globe,” says Kenny Blank, executive 
director for AJFF. “This is a cultural 
celebration and an artistic showcase meant 
to feed the soul and the mind, as well as 
entertain. It is more than just a night at the 
movies—it is a curated experience that 
engages and inspires diverse audiences 
with film through a Jewish lens.”
 The 2016 AJFF kicks off with 
must-see Opening Night film, director 
Atom Egoyan’s Remember, a potent 
revenge thriller starring Oscar-winners 
Christopher Plummer and Martin Landau.

Remember

 More twists and turns await in the 
murder mysteries A Grain of Truth and 
Fire Birds, while there’s plenty to laugh 
about in the coming-of-age comedy Time 
to Say Goodbye and subversive satire 
Atomic Falafel.
 In the wake of the horrific Paris 
attacks and as prelude to the upcoming 
U.S. elections, topical films tackle 
terrorism, immigration, and reproductive 
rights in, respectively, Je suis Charlie, 
Children of Giant, and The Law.
 Unforgettable performances define 
Wedding Doll and the U.S. premiere 
of The People vs. Fritz Bauer; music 

See AJFF, page 25 See AJFF LINEUP, page 25



January-February 2016 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN Page 25

takes center stage in East Jerusalem West 
Jerusalem, Flory’s Flame, and the U.S. 
premiere of The Midnight Orchestra.
 Biographies include filmmaker Sidney 
Lumet, Yiddish writer Isaac Bashevis 
Singer, and philosopher Hannah Arendt. 
The 20th anniversary of Yitzhak Rabin’s 
assassination has prompted two portrayals 
of the fallen leader: Rabin in His Own 
Words, and Rabin, the Last Day.
 AJFF has surveyed the international 
festival circuit to bring such art-house 
fare as the enchanting Song of Songs, the 
quietly unsettling Mountain, the shocking 
Tikkun, and ghostly Demon.
 The festival will also present Woody 
Allen in The Front and Dustin Hoffman 
in Marathon Man, Hollywood classics 
celebrating 40th anniversaries.
 The world-class festival comes to a 
mouthwatering conclusion with In Search 
of Israeli Cuisine on Closing Night, with a 
post-film sampling of Israeli delicacies. 

In Search of Israeli Cuisine

 Of more than 200 other Jewish film 
festivals worldwide, AJFF has achieved 
the rank of the world’s largest such festival, 
with record-breaking attendance of more 
than 38,600 moviegoers in 2015. This 
milestone achievement adds to AJFF’s 
existing status as the largest film event of 
any kind in Atlanta. In just 15 years, AJFF’s 
broad-based, multi-cultural audience has 
enabled the festival to emerge as one of the 
South’s foremost arts celebrations.
 For more information or to purchase 
tickets, visit AJFF.org, or stay connected via 
social media on Twitter @ATLJewishFilm, 
Facebook, and Instagram at atljewishfilm.

situation, including Hagit, who struggles 
for independence from her protective, 
overworked mom (a perfect Asi Levi). The 
Negev Desert setting has never looked more 
stunning in this expertly shot and staged 
drama from a first-time Israeli director.

Wedding Doll

What Our Fathers Did: A Nazi Legacy
 “When I hear him speak of his 
father’s good character and actions, I 
hear him to be justifying the killing of my 

grandfather’s entire family.” This quote is 
from international human rights attorney 
Philippe Sands, about Horst von Wachter, 
in this extremely personal and highly 
distinctive documentary that provides a 
fascinating look at two sons coping with 
their Nazi fathers’ participation in the Final 
Solution. Though both were born in 1939, 
Niklas Frank recognizes his father as a 
mass murderer and bears him no affection; 
von Wachter, however, in spite of highly 
contradictory evidence, clings to memories 
of a loving father, who, in his view—one 
of utter denial—tried to ameliorate the 
conditions of the Holocaust. Guide and 
narrator Sands is friendly with both men, 
but his constant, impassioned challenges 
to Horst represent an authentic inquiry and 
struggle. 

Dr. Matthew Bernstein is the Goodrich C. 
White Professor of Film and Media Studies 
and department chair at Emory University.

AJFF
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newspaperman, and it was a love of his 
that remained with him throughout his 
life. After retiring from the life insurance 
business, it was this tug that motivated him 
to found The Jewish Georgian in 1990 and 
to guide it as its publisher and editor for 
two years. He took pride and pleasure in 
the good things and shared in the sorrow of 
the bad times, and he wanted to help in this 
creation of a community.
 Gene embodied the concept of fealty 
and dedication to family, country, society, 
and culture. His world was one of mutual 
support, pride in who you are, and service 
to your country and heritage.
 When he undertook anything, his DNA 
dictated a commitment to excellence. In 
his early years, he took up boxing at the 
Atlanta Boys Club, becoming the captain 
of the boxing team at Atlanta’s Tech 
High School and city boxing champion 
four times. In 1949 he garnered the 
Georgia State Lightweight Golden Gloves 
Championship. This led to a boxing grant-
in-aid to Michigan State University, where 
he attended before coming back to finish his 
college at the University of Georgia.
 His life-long interest in writing led 
him to become associate editor of the 
student newspaper at Tech High School in 
Atlanta and a sports writer for the Red & 
Black student publication at the University 
of Georgia. After college, Gene joined the 
staff of The Atlanta Constitution, where he 
worked until going on active duty with the 
U.S. Marine Corps. He served during the 
Korean War as a rifle platoon leader and 
was the recipient of the Purple Heart for 
wounds incurred in combat.

 While he returned to the The Atlanta 
Constitution as a writer in the sports 
department, he retained his involvement 
with the Marines as a member of the active 
Marine Reserves and retired with the rank 
of colonel. He was a past national director 
of the Marine Corps Reserve Officers 
Association and headed the local Marine 
Toys for Tots drive at Christmas for several 
years.
 In the early 1960s at The Atlanta 

Journal, Gene became the prep-sports 
editor, a post he retained until leaving to 
begin a new career in the life insurance 
field. As with everything Gene did, he 
combined his ability, energy, and sincere 
interest in service to others, and in his first 
year in the industry he qualified for the 
Million Dollar Round Table, of which he 
eventually became a lifetime member. He 
was a member of the New England Life Hall 
of Fame, past president of the Atlanta Life 
Underwriters Association, and established 
the Asher Agency of New England Life.
 It was Gene’s guiding hand that 
enabled us to continue these last 25-plus 
years publishing The Jewish Georgian, 
to which he had given life. He held our 
hand when we took over the day-to-day 

responsibilities, and he was our go-to 
person when a question came up on how 
to handle something. He continued to write 
for the paper, and became a contributor to 
Georgia Trend on sports legends and other 
memorable characters. 
 Gene was the son of Baron Hirsch 
Asher and Erna Fromme Asher, and he is 
survived by his daughters, Laurie Lynn 
Asher and Susan Kay Asher. He was 
preceded in death by his son, David Baron 
Asher, sister Laura Hope Asher Everett, and 
brother Baron “Bud” Asher.
 The sadness in our loss is offset by 
the joy of having known Gene, a man of 
principle and character who has made this 
world a better place.

Asher
From page 21

Gene Asher class of 1946

Laurie, Gene and Susan Asher, April 2014
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outgrown its current location, a 3,000-square-
foot office space in Chamblee. The new 
8,300-square-foot TFI WORKS building will be 
designed and purpose-built for individuals with 
disabilities. It will include three large, flexible 
classroom spaces, four smaller classrooms, 
a studio to accommodate the ArtWORKS 
program, an open teaching kitchen, a sensory 
movement room, a laundry area to teach life 
skills, bathrooms with showers that are fully 
compliant with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, wider hallways for full wheelchair access, 

lower counters, and a large covered drop-off 
area to protect slower-moving clients from 
inclement weather.
 The second area to be enhanced will be 
the counseling center. Currently, counselors 
must use “white noise” as sound barriers 
between offices. At the same time, security 
and confidentiality have been an issue, as 
guests, staff members, and volunteers enter 
through the same entrance as clients. The new 
space will enable maximum confidentiality 
and improve the overall client experience. It 
will include state-of-the-art soundproofing 
to ensure privacy; separate waiting areas for 
individuals and families with children; group 
therapy rooms for support groups; a variety 

of private counseling offices, with age- and 
need-appropriate furniture; and two additional 
private entrances/exits.
 Finally, a new reception and gathering 
place will be added. This gathering place will 
be a training area for clients in the TFI WORKS 
program, teaching them customer service and 
retail skills. The new reception area will be 
designed to improve visitor access and client 
privacy.
 The proposed campus enhancements will 
build the specialized space needed to prepare 
adults with developmental and intellectual 
disabilities for meaningful employment. 
It also will allow the agency to restructure 
the counseling services delivery in a highly 

confidential manner. 
 Once completed, JF&CS’ primary 
campus will house the full range of programs 
in Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities 
Services, along with the rest of JF&CS’ 
service areas: Aviv Older Adult Services, 
Career Services, Child & Adolescent Services, 
and Counseling Services. This will ensure 
that JF&CS clients will be able to access an 
assortment of integrated and coordinated 
programming. 
 For more information about the Campaign 
to Complete the JF&CS Campus or to make 
a donation, contact Miriam Friedman, at 
mfriedman@jfcs-atlanta.org or 770-677-9357, 
or visit ytfl.org/competeourcampus.

JF&CS
From page 21

CAREER HELP FOR RECENT 
GRADUATES. Many college graduates leave 
school hoping to land a great job. But before 
spending months sending hundreds of resumes 
into cyberspace, they need to ask themselves 
some questions, and they need to prepare. First, 
they need to figure out what they want to do 
and which kind of job is right for them. But 
where to start?
 With Jewish Family & Career Services. 
Career Services is embarking on gPATH, a 
program designed to help graduates Prepare, 
Aim, Train, and get Hired. It’s all about 
building the skills to master the job search, get 
hired, and succeed in the workplace.
 “This is a comprehensive program that 
will empower students with the tools and 
knowledge they need to distinguish themselves 
in the field,” said Bonnie Klein, director of 
career services. “There are hundreds of people 
graduating, but limited resources to help them 
succeed. Our one-on-one approach looks not 
just at the job search, but at the entire placement 
process and beyond.”
 What differentiates JF&CS from other 
employment services? “gPATH is more than 
just helping with the basics,” said Mandy 
Wright, gPATH program coordinator. “We 
give our graduates a working knowledge 
base, so they can stand out and succeed on 
the job. They’re not going to walk out with 
just a resume or a cover letter, but with a 
bank of useful knowledge to last their entire 
professional lives.
 “They really will have an understanding 
of the whole process of starting a career—a lot 
more than just the dos and don’ts.”
 In addition to covering basics like resume 
and cover letter writing, key components 
of gPATH will include networking, mock 
interviews, and mentoring. There also will be 
a session that goes over financial basics and 
is taught by a partnering financial institution. 
This session includes learning about retirement 
plans, tax withholding, credit, budgeting, and 
more. 
 The capstone class will include a hiring 
managers’ panel that will give graduates an 
opportunity to ask those who make the hiring 
decisions about the job search and hiring 
process. 

 Career Services is now taking applications 
for the first gPATH class, to be held in February. 
Seats will fill up quickly. 
 Visit YTFL.org/gpath to learn more or to 
complete an application. 

DAVIS DECIBELLES AT CAFÉ EUROPA. 
Each month, JF&CS hosts Café Europa, 
at Congregation Beth Jacob, for Atlanta 
Holocaust survivors. The event brings together 
survivors originally from all over Europe for a 
chance to talk with old friends and make new 
ones over lunch and entertainment. 
 The Davis Academy Decibelles choir 
performed at the October Café Europa. It began 
the program with the Pledge of Allegiance and 
“Hatikvah”; then, the middle-school students 
lifted their voices in song to share their ruach 
with the survivors. Smiles were all around 
the room on the faces of the survivors, as the 
Decibelles sang “Oseh Shalom” and “L’dor 
V’dor,” as well as many new songs written 
by Rabbi Micah, who accompanied them on 
guitar.
 After the concert, the students joined 
the survivors at their tables and had lunch 
with them. They asked lots of questions; for 
many, this was their first time speaking with a 
survivor. Many of the students were fascinated 
with their stories, and some even sat on the 
floor to get as close as they could to hear them 
talk. 
 “Seeing the joy in the faces of the Café 
Europa crowd as our kids sang, and then 
seeing the deep engagement and mutual 
interest over lunch, the JF&CS folks, as well 
as Ms. Kendrick and I, couldn’t help but feel 
that we were witnessing the strengthening of 

a chain, the binding of the Jewish future to the 
Jewish past and present,” said Rabbi Micah 
Lapidus.
 The next Café Europa is January 25, 11:00 
a.m.-1:00 p.m., at Congregation Beth Jacob. 
For more information, visit YTFL.org/aviv.

Ben Hiller talking with Amalia Haviv

Erica Rockstroh with Davis students 
Sarah Stanley, Sarah Schulhof, 
Jessie Schulhof, and Brooke Stanley

JF&CS TO COLLABORATE WITH JEWISH 
HOME LIFE COMMUNITIES. On December 
1, 2015, Jewish Home Life Communities and 
JF&CS announced an agreement to formally 
transition JF&CS’ Legacy Home Care Services 
to JHLC’s The One Group, while shifting 
JHLC’s Care Coordination Services to JF&CS. 
 Private Home Care Services, which 
provides medical and nonmedical care 
wherever a person lives, will now be provided 
exclusively by JHLC, through The One Group. 
Care Coordination Services, also known as 
Geriatric Care Management Services, helps 
older adults and their caregivers determine 
what their specific needs are and the services 
that are available to meet those needs. These 
services, in addition to Geriatric Clinical 
Services, which includes older adult individual 
and group counseling services, will be provided 
by JF&CS. 
 Current cooperative efforts between the 

two organizations include JF&CS social work 
support for the Weinstein Hospice Palliative 
Care program and for the monthly caregiver 
support groups held at The Cohen Home and 
Berman Commons. JHLC’s The One Group 
provides support for many Holocaust survivors 
enrolled at JF&CS, and Weinstein Hospice staff 
has conducted in-service training for JF&CS 
social workers on hospice and palliative care. 
 “As part of both organizations’ desire to 
collaborate in areas that will most benefit the 
populations we serve, we are very pleased to 
have reached an agreement that will enable 
consumers to have a clearer direction on where 
and how to access the care they need, at the 
time they need it,” said Harley Tabak, president 
and CEO of Jewish Home Life Communities.
 “JF&CS’ and JHLC’s shared goals are 
to achieve the best results for our clients,” 
said Rick Aranson, CEO of JF&CS. “Our 
organizations recognized that, by eliminating 
duplication of services and focusing on those 
areas where each demonstrate best-in-class 
expertise, we are better able to meet the 
evolving needs of the community effectively 
and efficiently.” 
 Throughout the transition process, great 
care has been taken by both organizations 
to assure continuity and consistency for 
clients and staff affected by the change. The 
conversion should be complete in early 2016.

GIRL SCOUTS BRING THANKSGIVING 
CHEER TO AVIV OLDER ADULTS. There’s 
no time like Thanksgiving to show one’s 
appreciation for what you have and to help 
others who are less fortunate.
 Members of the newly formed Girl Scout 
Troop 4012 volunteered to help bring smiles to 
participants of JF&CS’s Holocaust Survivors 
program by filling baskets with Thanksgiving 
goodies. They shopped for the food, adorned 
the baskets with decorations, added gift cards 
for a turkey, and made greeting cards to include 
with the gift.
 “The Thanksgiving basket project was a 
great opportunity for the girls. We wanted to 
reinforce the Jewish value of tikkun olam—
repair the world—and this was the perfect way 
to do it, right in our community,” said troop 
leader Sara Kogon.
 Tayla and Jamie Berzack enjoyed 
choosing canned vegetables and other food for 
the baskets.
 “It felt good to be part of something big,” 

 JF&CS News

Rabbi Micah Lapidus with the Davis 
Academy Decibelles See JF&CS NEWS, page 27
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said Jamie.
 “I’m really proud to be able to make a 
difference in the lives of others,” added Elaine 
Berger, an 8th-grade assistant troop leader. 
 Amy Neuman, the program manager for 
Holocaust Survivor Services, which is part 
of the Aviv Older Adult Services division of 
Jewish Family & Career Services, was on hand 
to pick up the baskets for clients. 
 “This project is absolutely amazing. 
The energy of these girls and what they 
accomplished will have such a positive impact 
on those who need it most during the holiday 
season,” said Neuman.
 The troop is composed of 16 girls in the 
first and second grades at The Epstein School, 
where they meet twice a month. It was an easy 
decision for the Girl Scouts to give back by 
making the Thanksgiving baskets to give to 
Jewish older adults in need.
 Troop leaders Stacy Snapper and 
Margo Diamond felt it was a wonderful and 
meaningful experience for the Girl Scout troop.
 “Our girls were directly involved from 
the beginning to the end of the project, which 
allowed them to recognize the importance of 
community and providing charity for others,” 
said Diamond. “We are grateful that they can 
be part of such a wonderful mitzvah.”  –Cherie 
Aviv, JF&CS Volunteer 

Members of Troop 4012 put together 
Thanksgiving baskets for JF&CS 
Aviv Older Adults services clients.

Girl Scouts Marion Kogon and Alanna 
Diamond have fun while helping put 
together baskets.

JF&CS News
From page 26

MOLLY BLANK JEWISH CONCERT 
SERIES THIRD SEASON ANNOUNCED. 
The Breman Museum is expanding its 
popular Molly Blank Jewish Concert 
Series, partnering with The Atlanta Opera, 
Theatrical Outfit, and the Atlanta Jazz 
Festival, to highlight and celebrate the 
breadth of Jewish involvement in music 
presented in three one-night-only concerts. 
 The 2016 concerts are:
• “Pure Vs. Degenerate: The Nazi War on 
Music,” Sunday, January 24. This concert, 
presented by The Atlanta Opera, is an 
exploration into the music the Nazi’s would 
have silenced forever, and will be directed 
and narrated by two second-generation 
Holocaust survivors.
• “Somewhere Over the Rainbow: The 
Music of Harold Arlen,” Sunday, March 6. 
This concert, presented by Theatrical Outfit, 
will feature the music of Harold Arlen. 
A prolific writer of more than 400 songs, 
Arlen has written some of America’s most 
timeless and memorable pieces, including 
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow,” “Stormy 
Weather,” “I’ve Got the World on a String,” 
and “Let’s Fall in Love.”
• “The King of Swing: A Night of Benny 
Goodman,” Sunday, May 
15. This concert, presented 
by the Atlanta Jazz Festival 
and performed Joe Gransden 
and his 17-piece orchestra, 
will bring to life “The King 
of Swing” and music made 
famous by Billie Holiday, Ella 
Fitzgerald, Count Basie, and 
more. 
 “We developed the Molly 
Blank Jewish Concert Series 
to showcase the extensiveness 
of Jewish involvement in 
music,” says Breman Museum 
Executive Director Aaron 
Berger. “The genres of music 

for each concert are incredibly different. 
Each of the concerts is narrated from the 
stage providing the audience with insights 
into the composer’s influences and life 
events that helped shape their music.” 
 The series has been made possible 
by Molly Blank, mother of Arthur Blank 
and a tremendous arts lover who held 
great affection for Jewish actresses like 
Molly Picon and the Yiddish Theater when 
growing up on the Lower East Side in New 
York City. 
 Concerts will be performed at the 
William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum, 
located at 1440 Spring Street in Midtown. 
Tickets range from $39 to $59 per concert. 
Visit www.thebreman.org or call 678-
222-3700 to purchase tickets or for more 
information.

BEARING WITNESS. On December 13, 
The Breman Museum presented “Bearing 
Witness,” an ongoing series in which 
Holocaust survivors tell their remarkable 
stories. It featured Norbert Friedman, a 
Polish survivor of 11 concentration camps, 
who told his story to a full house.

 Breman News

Pete Ciaschini (violinist), Charae Krueger (cellist), and William Johnston 
(violist), from the 2014 Molly Blank Concert series performing at the 
75th Anniversary Commemoration of Kristallnacht concert (photo: Ivani 
Photography)

Norbert Friedman (photo: Ivani Photography)
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 There are many symbols on our food 
packaging. Sometimes, a letter can be 
mistaken for a kosher symbol. People have 
asked me if the R with a circle around it is 
a kosher symbol; they thought it stands for 
rabbi. (It stands for registered trademark.) 
 Sometimes, a package will be labeled 
pareve, but it’s not even kosher. There are 
some very official looking kosher symbols 
that anyone could order from a magazine, 
but that does not mean that the item is 
kosher or that the rabbi, if there is one, is 
reputable. 
 The government does not regulate 
kosher symbols, so it’s easy for them to 
be misused. One should assume an item is 

kosher only if it has a symbol that represents 
a reputable kosher agency or rabbi. Below 
is a list of many of the recognized kosher 
symbols. The AKC offers a wallet-size card 
with these symbols for easy reference. 

NEW KOSHER OPTIONS

Holiday Inn Atlanta/Roswell 
909 Holcomb Bridge Road, Roswell GA 
30076
Contact: Naomi Abramova, 770-895-5783
Kosher kitchen for kosher events

Berman Commons Assisted Living & 
Memory Care
2026 Womack Road, Dunwoody GA 30338
678-222-7500
Atlanta’s only kosher assisted living facility 
with rabbinical supervision
Glatt Kosher Meat—Cholov Stam Dairy

Broadway Café now has a breakfast menu 
and bagels.

Griller’s Pride now has specialty smoked 
seafood products from Dan Siegler (Dancin’ 
Smoked Salmon). 

-----
 If your synagogue or group would like 
to set up a kosher or kosher-for-Passover 
lecture from AKC, call 404-634-4063. 

Rabbi Reuven Stein is director of supervision 
for the Atlanta Kashruth Commission, a non-
profit organization dedicated to promoting 
kashruth through education, research, and 
supervision.

Kosher Korner
BY Reuven
     Stein

By Marsha Liebowitz

CHAIKEN ADA PRESIDENT. Rita 
Chaiken, Au.D., of Atlanta, is president 
of the Academy of Doctors of Audiology 
for the 2016 program year. Dr. Chaiken, a 
consultant for Atlanta Hearing Associates, 

is a leading 
expert in 
c e r u m e n 
management 
and teaches 
c e r u m e n 
management 
c o u r s e s 
in North 
A m e r i c a . 
An adjunct 
i n s t r u c t o r 
at Salus 
U n i v e r s i t y 
O s b o r n e 
College of 

Audiology, she was named the college’s 
Audiology Alumnus of the Year. 
Previously, she founded, owned, and 
operated a private audiology practice, 
served on the State of Georgia Board 
of Examiners for Speech Pathology and 
Audiology, and was a regional manager 
for a hearing instrument manufacturer. 

NEW AT FEDERATION.  Renée Kutner 
is the new vice president of marketing at 

the Jewish 
F e d e r a t i o n 
of Greater 
Atlanta. She 
spent the 
majority of 
her career at 
Fitzgerald & 
CO and, for 
the past six 
years, was 
the owner 
of a Peace 
by Piece 
Organizing. 
Kutner served 
as co-chair of 

the steering committee that brought to 
fruition the merger of Greenfield Hebrew 
Academy and Yeshiva Atlanta to create 
the Atlanta Jewish Academy. She earned 
her Master of Business Administration 
at UCLA and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Economics at University of Michigan. 
She lives in Toco Hills with her husband 
and three children.

LUCY AT FEDERATION. Cathal J. 

Lucy is the new director of Community-
Wide Security at the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Atlanta. In his new role, he 
will oversee security and provide the 
Jewish community and its agencies 
with recommendations on matters 
pertaining to risk assessment and 
strategic planning. Lucy is an expert in 
federal law enforcement, protection, and 
investigations, with more than 25 years’ 
experience with the U.S. Secret Service, 
including high-profile assignments in 
the U.S. and abroad. He served on the 
Presidential Protective Division at the 
White House and served under two 
presidents. 

NEW AT PARADIES LAGARDÈRE. 
Paradies Lagardère, the industry leader 
in airport retail and food and beverage, 
has appointed Daniel Bent as director of 
Food and Beverage Standards and Dave 
Wagner as senior director of Food and 
Beverage. Bent, who has more than 30 
years of experience in airport food and 
beverage operations, has worked in some 
of the nation’s most demanding airports, 
including Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International, San Francisco International 
and Seattle-Tacoma International. 
Wagner, who has nearly 30 years of work 
history as director of operations in airport 
food and beverage, is a past recipient of 
Airport Revenue News’ “Best Overall 
Concessions” award. 

 BUSINESS BITS

Rita Chaiken, Au.D.

Renée Kutner

AWE
STAND

WITH
ISRAEL
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KATZ FAMILY

 OIL CHANGE   •Up to 6 qts 5w20/30 Conventional Oil
•In-Stock Oil Filter 
•Courtesy Check w/ visual brake check

(j
g-
ca
p)$1999

WE TAKE CARE OF EVERYTHING

820 Holcomb Bridge Rd
(East of Alpharetta Hwy.)

Roswell, GA
770-998-2974

2730 Town Center Dr. NW
(Across From Town Center Mall)

Kennesaw, GA
770-425-5300

463 Glynn St. N
(Hudson Plaza)
Fayetteville, GA
770-461-7731

920 Northside Dr. NW
(Across From GA Tech.)

Atlanta, GA
404-876-5879

1764 Cobb Parkway S
(North of Windy Hill Rd.)

Marietta, GA
770-952-0151

224 N. Main
(Corner of Mayfield)

Alpharetta, GA
678-689-2139

1105 Johnson Ferry Rd
(2 Miles South of Merchant Walk)

Marietta, GA
770-509-1838

 7 Convenient Locations

OR $20 OFF Any Service
Not valid with other offers.  Excludes tires Valid at above locations. Expires 3/31/2016

We are now accepting applications  
for the 2016-2017 school year!
Students at The Davis Academy grow through project-
based learning, entrepreneurship and global experiences. 
When they discover the fun in learning, it inspires them to 
explore, share and learn more. The results are powerful.

But don’t take our word for it.  
Come see for yourself! 
To schedule a private tour, please call 678-527-3300.

8105 Roberts Drive, Atlanta, GA  30350
770-671-0085 | davisacademy.org

 Be Amazed.
By How We Are Different.

A proud  
partner of:  
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Kosher Affairs
BY Roberta
     Scher

 With more than 400 booths featuring 
products from around the globe, along 
with cooking demonstrations, cookbook 
signings, exhibits, samples, and much 
more, Kosherfest is a happening event 
for the kosher industry. Event organizers 
estimated a turnout of at least 6,000 visitors 
at the 2015 trade show, held in November, 
at the Meadowlands Exhibition Center, 
in Secaucus, New Jersey. With products 
including new spirits and wines, olive oils, 
cheeses, chocolates, soft serve ice creams, 
and specially raised duckling and squab, 
kosher certification seems to be booming. 
 Kosher symbols on labels are on the 
rise. Less than 2% of the U.S. population 
is Jewish, but, as Mintel reports, 41% of 
the country’s packaged food and beverages 
are currently labeled kosher. Consumers 
buy kosher for non-religious reasons, such 
as positive health or taste perceptions, 
to ensure a vegetarian diet, or to avoid 

such allergens as shellfish. The crowds at 
Kosherfest support this trend. 
 Some of our favorite product finds 
at the 2015 show included The Cheese 
Guy’s Double Ale Cheddar and Heirloom 
Vermont Apple and Maple Syrup Butter; 
The Heimishe Fisherman, a new easy prep 
log of gefilte fish in sweet or salt and pepper 
varieties; Jack’s Gourmet Pulled BBQ 
Beef Brisket; Ludwig Farmstead Creamery 
Jacob’s Dream Havarti-style cheese; 
Norman’s Yogurt (creamy, delicious, and 
cholov Yisroel); and Crispy Crumbs Streusel 
Baking Topping by Black Bag. We are still 
tasting our way through some of the new 
products…so we will follow up in future 
columns.

The Heimishe Fisherman’s easy prep 
gefilte fish

KOSHERFEST 2015 BEST NEW 
PRODUCT COMPETITION WINNERS. 
Each year, hundreds of new products are 
introduced at Kosherfest. Below are this 
year’s product competition winners. Many 
of these are available locally at Kroger, 
Whole Foods, Publix, and The Spicy Peach.

Best in Show: Jack’s Gourmet BBQ Pulled 
Beef Brisket

Dairy: Double Ale Cheddar Cheese 
(TheCheeseGuy.com)
Candy: Oodles Raspberry (Paskesz Candy 
Company)
Sweet Snacks: Dairy Caramel Popcorn 
(Shay’s Chocolate)
Gourmet Sweets: Artisan Milk Chocolates 
(CocoArt)
Dips, Spreads & Salsa: MIKEE Tahini 
Sauce Line 
Jams/Preserves 
and Dried Fruit: 
Heirloom Vermont 
Apple and Maple 
Syrup Butter 
(TheCheeseGuy.
com)
Beverages, Non-
Alcoholic: Ceres 
Fruit Juice 
C o n d i m e n t s , 
Sauces, Dressings & Marinades: 
BRIANNAS Kosher Fine Salad Dressing
Cereals/Breakfast: Chocolate Almond 
Matzolah (Foodman’s Matzolah)
Savory Snacks: Sunrise Popella Popcorn 
Non-Food: Kosherwhere (kosherwhere.
com)
Kosher for Passover: Hazelnut Chocolate 
Macaroons (The Manischewitz Company)
Mixes and Baking Goods: Semi-Sweet 
Vegan & Soy-Free Chocolate Chips 
(California Gourmet)
Pastas, Rice & Grains: Le Veneziane Penn 
(Quattrobimbi)
Frozen Entrees: Tuscanini premium pizzas 
(Kayco)
Alcoholic Beverages: Teperberg Legacy 
Petite Sirah (Kayco)
Frozen Desserts: Froozer (Cool Frootz, 
LLC)

KOSHERFEAST. Once again, on the night 
before Kosherfest, I had the pleasure of 
coordinating the fifth annual social media 
dinner known as KosherFEAST. More 
than 100 members of the kosher press and 
kosher brands gathered to greet each other, 
network, and eat. 
 This year, the venue for this much-
anticipated event was T-Fusion Steakhouse, 
in Brooklyn. Chef Daniel Rivera presented 
a 10 course-tasting menu, which included 
some of his renowned specialties. 
 Awards were presented to outstanding 
leaders in kosher. This year’s winners were 
Elan Kornblum, founder of Great Kosher 

Restaurants magazine; Kim Kushner, 
a bestselling cookbook author, media 
personality, and popular cooking instructor; 
Naomi Nachman, kosher personal chef, 
sought-after cooking demo instructor, and 
on-air and online personality; Douglas 
Soclof, founder and CEO of Dougie’s 
Restaurants, and Kitchn Synch; Herm 
Rowland, chairman of the board of the 
Jelly Belly company; and Phyllis Koegel, 
marketing director of the OU.
 The first-ever Gil Marks Memorial 
Award was given to cookbook author, food 
lecturer, and online personality Norene 
Gilletz, for her ongoing dedication, success, 
and accomplishments as a role model in the 
kosher world.

POP-UP KOSHER RESTAURANT. Atlanta 
weather is usually moderate in November. 
But that, unfortunately, wasn’t the case for 
the evening of a much-anticipated dinner 
event, Kosh Atlanta. 
 We had purchased tickets to the 
Kennesaw State University event, which 
was created, planned, managed, and hosted 
by culinary college student Alex Idov. It was 
the first-ever kosher meal for the school. 
Unfortunately, thunderstorms, torrential 
rains, and tornado warnings forced us to 
turn back and miss this dinner. However, 
from the reports of those who were able to 
get there, the event was a huge success, in 
both presentation and taste. 
 An observant Jew, Idov is enrolled in 
KSU’s Michael A. Leven School of Culinary 
Sustainability and Hospitality and is the sole 
student, among 200 in the program, who 
follows the laws of kashrut. 
 Held at an off-campus site with a 
kosher kitchen, Idov’s pop-up restaurant 
attracted 60 guests. The Southern-inspired 
contemporary American menu included 
bourbon-and-Coke-glazed meatballs, 
Moroccan soup with rye croutons, a carrot 
soufflé, spiced cranberry sauce, and chicken 
Marbella.
 “Having ‘Kosh Atlanta’ as one of our 
pop-up restaurants this fall was a great 
experience for everyone in the class,” said 
Thor Erlingsson, a lecturer in the Culinary 
Sustainability and Hospitality program. 
“Everyone in the class knew a little bit about 
kosher before the assignment, but now they 
could use this practical knowledge in their 
future jobs.”

Kosh Atlanta: standing ovation after 
the dinner

KITCHN SYNCH LAUNCHES IN 
ATLANTA. Kitchn Synch is the world’s 
first glatt kosher meal kit delivery service. 
Everything you need to make homemade, 
healthy, fresh meals arrives in a box. The 
company provides your own personal sous 
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chef, food shopping service, and recipe 
developer—delivered right to your door. 
 Kitchn Synch offers plans for different 
size families, with “No Commitment, No 
Fees & Free Delivery.” With each plan, 
you will receive three recipes and all the 
ingredients and instructions needed to 
prepare the meal. 
 Kitchn Synch started in the New York 
City area, and has now expanded to New 
York State, New Jersey, Connecticut, 
Maryland, Washington, D.C., Boston, 
Philadelphia, and Atlanta. The company 
is certified kosher by the Kof-K. Watch 
for flash sales. For more information, visit 
kitchnsynch.com

COOKBOOK NEWS

 Leah Schapira and Victoria Dwek have 
published the second of their restaurant series 
cookbooks, Everyday Secret Restaurant 
Recipes (Artscroll/Mesorah Publishers). 
They present recipes from casual kosher 
restaurants around the world. It’s always fun 
to get the recipe, directly from the chef, and 
that’s just what they did for their readers. 
Since I have recently tasted Chef Daniel 

Rivera’s amazing churros, I was so excited 
to see this recipe in the cookbook. 

Churros and warm chocolate by Chef 
Daniel Rivera

 CELEBRATE: Food, Family, Shabbos 
(Feldheim) is a fabulous new cookbook 
by Elizabeth Kurtz, founder and editor 
of GourmetKosherCooking.com. The 
cookbook is full of easy-to-follow creative 
contemporary recipes along with gorgeous 
photos. There are make-ahead recipe 
instructions and lots of tips. Proceeds benefit 
Emunah, an organization that provides 

social services and educational programs to 
children and families in Israel.

Recipes

 What’s cooking? Email kosheraffairs@
gmail.com. This column is meant to provide the 
reader with current trends and developments 
in the kosher marketplace. Since standards 
of kashruth certification vary, check with 
the AKC or your local kashruth authority to 
confirm reliability. 

Bourbon & Coke Meatballs
By Alex Idov, as presented at Kosh Atlanta

Meatballs:
1 lb. ground beef
1 large egg
1/2 cup seasoned breadcrumbs
1 1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. paprika
1/2 tsp. onion powder
1/4 tsp. garlic powder
1 tsp. black pepper
1/2 tsp. ground nutmeg
1 tsp. brown sugar
1 tsp. dried parsley 
1 tsp. bourbon

Bourbon & Coke Glaze:
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup Coca-Cola
1/8 cup bourbon

 Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
 Gently and thoroughly mix together 
meat, egg, breadcrumbs, and all seasonings, 
until well combined. Form the mixture into 
medium-sized balls (slightly smaller than 
a golf ball) and place on a lined baking 
sheet. Bake for 15 minutes. Flip meatballs, 
and bake for another 5-10 minutes. When 
ready, remove meatballs from the oven and 
set aside. 
 In a saucepan, bring brown sugar, 
Coca-Cola, and bourbon to a boil. Lower 
to medium-low heat and cook for 7-10 
minutes, stirring often, until the mixture 
gets thick and viscous. Place the meatballs 
in the brown sugar and coke/bourbon 
mixture, and toss until well coated and 
glazed. Remove from pan and serve 
immediately.

-----

Churros
By Chef Daniel Rivera of 

T-Fusion Steakhouse 
From Everyday Secret Restaurant Recipes 
by Leah Schapira and Victoria Dwek, 
ArtScroll/Mesorah Publishers

Churros Dough:
2 sticks (1 cup) margarine 
2 1⁄2 tbsp. sugar 
1 1⁄4 tbsp. salt 
2 1⁄2 cups water 
2 1⁄2 cups flour
5 eggs 
Oil, for frying 

Strawberry-Ginger Coulis: 
1-pint strawberries, hulled
1⁄2 cup sugar
1⁄4 cup water
1-inch piece ginger, peeled 

Prepare the Churros:
 In a saucepan, combine margarine, 
sugar, salt, and water. Bring to a boil, 
allowing the margarine to melt. Add flour 
all at once; mix with a wooden spoon to 
form a ball of dough. Remove from heat; 
transfer dough to bowl of an electric mixer.
 With the mixer running on low speed, 
add eggs, one at a time, until eggs are fully 
incorporated. Heat oil in a deep fryer to 
350 degrees. Add batter to a piping bag 
fitted with a 1M tip. Pipe into hot oil; using 
a knife, cut batter at about every 4 inches, 
allowing strip to drop into oil. Repeat, 
frying in batches of 4 churros until golden, 
about 4 minutes. 

Prepare the strawberry-ginger coulis: 
 Combine strawberries, sugar, and 
water in a saucepan. Bring to a boil; lower 
heat, and simmer until strawberries are 
soft. Purée.
 Using a Microplane grater, zest the 
fresh ginger to extract the liquid (about 1 
teaspoon). Add liquid to the purée to taste. 
Serve alongside churros.
 “Home Cook: Though you don’t use 
the ginger solids in this recipe, don’t waste 
them. I like to zest the whole piece and 
freeze the fresh ginger in an empty frozen-
herb cube tray.”—Victoria Dwek
 “I find that ginger often has different 
strengths. That’s why I add ginger liquid to 
taste, and not a specific amount, until the 
coulis is perfectly balanced.” –Chef Daniel 
Rivera 

-----

Dark Chocolate Mint Chip Cookies
From Celebrate! Food, Family, Shabbos 
by Elizabeth Kurtz, to Benefit Emunah of 
America, Feldheim Publishers

 Elizabeth says, “These cookies remind 
me of the Thin Mint Girl Scout cookies that 
my mom used to buy. Although the look 
and shape is different, they have the same 
great mint chocolate taste. The green chips 
are kitschy and make them irresistible to 
kids, but if you are serving an adult crowd, 
use the chocolate mint chips instead. My 
husband and kids love these. The cookies 
freeze well.”

2 1/4 cups all-purpose flour
1/4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder

1 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 cup unsalted margarine, at room 
temperature
3/4 cup granulated sugar
3/4 cup packed light brown sugar
2 eggs, at room temperature
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 1/2 teaspoons peppermint extract
1 cup chocolate chips or chunks
1 1/2 cups green mint chips, peppermint 
flavored candies, white chips, or dark 
chocolate mint chips

 Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line two 
baking sheets with parchment paper or 
Silpats.
 Combine flour, cocoa powder, baking 
soda, and salt in a mixing bowl. Stir and 
set aside. Using an electric mixer, beat 
margarine until creamy, about 3 minutes. 
Add granulated and brown sugars, beating 
until light, about 3 minutes more. Add 
eggs one at a time, beating between 
each addition, and then add vanilla and 
peppermint extracts. Add dry ingredients, 
and beat slowly until fully incorporated. 
Stir in both chips.
 Place about 1 rounded tablespoon of 
dough on baking sheets, about 2 inches 
apart. Flatten cookies a bit. Bake for 12 
minutes, until cookies are lightly crisped 
on the edges and soft in the center. Remove 
from oven, and cool for 3 minutes. Move 
to wire rack to finish cooling completely. 
Store in airtight container.
 These cookies can be prepared 2 days 
ahead of time. Store, covered, or freeze up 
to 3 months. Serve at room temperature. 
Makes about 3 dozen.
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[NOTE: Information documented in 
Abram, Morris B., The Day is Short, pp. 
125-132, and King, Coretta Scott, My 
Life With Martin Luther King, Jr., pp. 
190-197]

 Did you ever ask yourself how history 
would have been changed if a seemingly 
insignificant detail had occurred 
differently? Obvious example: what if the 
Lincolns had decided not to attend Ford’s 
Theatre on April 14? Another that some 
of us read about as it happened: what if 
Leah Rabin had not gone to the bank in 
Washington on a particular day when the 
press followed her and reported it? The 
news that she and her husband, then prime 
minister of Israel, had retained an account 
in that bank after his term as ambassador 
terminated became the final straw in a 
series of regulation abuses by members 
of the Labor government that triggered 
its fall and changed the course of Israeli 
history.
 The “what if” that I now contemplate 
happened in Atlanta in 1960, and evidence 
points to its having been responsible for 
the election of President John F. Kennedy. 
It began one evening in the spring of that 
year, when the famous Georgia author 
Lillian Smith had dinner with Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and Coretta Scott King. 
Smith had come to town for cancer 
treatments at Emory University Hospital, 
and the Kings were driving her back to 
the hospital after dinner when DeKalb 
County police, noticing a white woman in 
a car with an African American man not 
wearing a chauffeur’s cap, pulled them 
over. (Yes, it really was that bad not so 
very long ago.)
 The Kings had only recently moved 
to Atlanta from Montgomery, and Dr. 
King had not yet changed his driver’s 
license from Alabama to Georgia. 
When the police saw that, they issued 
him a summons to appear in court the 
next day. He received a $25 fine and a 
suspended sentence, and he was released 
on probation. Unfortunately, he took little 
notice of the length of probation.
 Six months later, after Dr. King 
was arrested, along with the students 
during their peaceful sit-in at Rich’s 

Department Store in downtown Atlanta, 
he was released, but immediately taken 
into custody by DeKalb county officials 
for having violated his probation. The 
DeKalb judge, a known segregationist, 
found him guilty and sentenced him to 
six months of hard labor at Reidsville, a 
prison in Southeast Georgia known for 
harsh treatment and the violence of its 
inmates. Guards awakened him in the 
middle of the night to take him there, in 
handcuffs and leg chains.
 Meanwhile, pictures of the handcuffed 
Dr. King leaving the courthouse appeared 
nationally. Its significance was not lost on 
members of the Kennedy election team, 
one of whom contacted attorney Morris 
Abram at the outset, asking him to help 
free the Civil Rights leader and credit 
John F. Kennedy for making it happen. 
Abram went immediately to Mayor 
William B. Hartsfield, who was already 
on the case, and helped him negotiate 
King’s initial release from Fulton County 
Jail, in Atlanta. They were at a loss, 
however, when it came to influencing the 
DeKalb county judge responsible for his 
transfer to Reidsville State Prison.
 Not everyone in the top echelon 
of the Kennedy campaign agreed that 
it would benefit their candidate to take 
credit for helping Dr. King. With the 

once dependably Democratic South 
threatened by Dixiecrats and the majority 
of Southerners opposing King, such 
advocacy was seen by some not as an 
asset but a potential disaster. Given the 
immediacy of the situation, aides were 
acting on their own, and the candidate—
traveling on the campaign trail—was not 
yet aware of the latest development. As 
soon as he learned of it, John F. Kennedy 
called Coretta King to express his 
sympathy and offer help.
 As it happened, the call from 
Kennedy came just as Coretta was 
preparing to join “Daddy” King for an 
appointment as a client with their friend, 
attorney Morris Abram. At the same 
time, Robert Kennedy called the DeKalb 
County judge and pressed for the Civil 
Rights leader’s release. It is not certain 

whether this or a call from someone else 
was responsible for softening Pharaoh’s 
heart, but unbeknown to Coretta as she 
drove to Abrams’ office, her husband was 
being freed on bail pending appeal.
 Realizing that the news would cost his 
candidate untold votes among Southern 
Democrats, one of Kennedy’s strategists 
sought to gain other votes by getting 
King’s endorsement for JFK. He called 
Abram, asking him to do it as Coretta and 
King, Sr., arrived at his office. Abram 
consulted them and relayed their message 
that Dr. King, Jr., made it a policy never 
to endorse any political candidate. Then 
it occurred to Abram that perhaps Daddy 
King would announce for Kennedy, so he 
asked him. After a moment’s hesitation—
as a Southern Protestant, he still held 
doubts about voting for a Catholic as 
president—Daddy King quickly cast 
away his doubt and replied, “Have your 
reporters at the Ebenezer Baptist Church 
on Sunday...I will say that because of 
what Senator Kennedy has done for my 
son, I want to get for him a whole basket 
full of votes.”
 A few days later, we went to the 
polls and elected John F. Kennedy by a 
very slim margin. Would “Camelot” have 
happened had Martin Luther King, Jr., 
not been detained for having driven in 
DeKalb county with a white woman in 
his car and a lapsed out-of-state driver’s 
license in his pocket?

What if?
BY Janice Rothschild
      Blumburg

Coretta Scott King and Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

John F. Kennedy, Bobby Troutman, 
Jane Abram, and Morris B. Abram 
during the 1960 campaign (photo 
courtesy of the Abram Estate)

Morris B. Abram and Coretta Scott 
King (photo courtesy of the Abram 
Estate)
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 Reverend “Daddy” King, MLK’s 
father, was the chapel speaker at Emory 
University’s Glenn Memorial Church in 
the mid-1950s, when I was a student there. 
At that point in time, segregation was 
rampant in Atlanta, in spite of the Supreme 
Court decision. My fellow students and I 
wondered how Emory could break the color 
line so easily, since the school had no black 
students. Maybe Coca-Cola, the school’s 
biggest donor, was behind the invitation.

 

Chapel in those days was always on 
Wednesday mornings, when there were no 
classes. You could not cut chapel, because 
attendance was taken. We marched into the 
big chapel that day, not knowing what to 
expect. Present was this all-white audience 
and a black minister. For all of us, it was 
quite a sight and became a morning to 
remember.
 The university chaplain introduced 
King, and we all sat on the edge of our 
chairs, waiting for him to begin. “Young 
men,” he began (since the school was not yet 

co-ed), “you are most fortunate to be here. 
When I was your age, I was still performing 
miniscule tasks with my father. Somehow I 
got the message, part of it from the girl I 
courted, who became my wife, that God had 
more in store for me. I became a minister of 
the gospel and, in time, became head of the 
Ebenezer Baptist church on Auburn Avenue 
here in the city.” 
 Auburn Avenue was the locale of most 
black businesses in Atlanta. Some were 
quite successful—one insurance company 
was known nationwide. I was familiar with 
the area a bit, because my father, Louis 
Geffen, an attorney, had black clients. In the 
thirties, the early years of his law practice, 
he became known to the black community, 
because he was someone to be trusted.
 After his six years as a judge advocate 
in the U.S. Army in World War II, my father 
returned to Atlanta and continued to have 
individuals from this community who came 
to him for their legal work. I accompanied 
him often when he met them on Auburn 
Avenue to find out what needed to be done. 
I must admit that it was only many years 
later that I came to know some of my black 
contemporaries. Segregation truly kept us 
apart.
 King continued, that day in the past, by 
citing the Bible. “When Moses was chosen 
to lead the Hebrews out of Egypt, he was 
hesitant, because his speech was not perfect, 
‘tongue-tied.’ So he called on his brother 
Aaron to help him out,” King said. “What 
we Negros know is that we must lead our 
people out of Egypt and go forward into the 
Promised Land. Some of us realize that our 
speech is not too good, so we need some 
of you whites to help us. When you listen 
to me, like you are doing today, you are 
helping us get on the path to a new life. I 
want you to know that by the time you are 
earning a living, we blacks will be on the 
freedom trail in schools, in business, in the 
arts, and in sports. I am proud that Emory 
brought me here today, and I thank you for 
being so respectful. Hallelujah!”
 I told my parents about this experience, 
since I lived at home. “They are good 

people,” was their response. Some of my 
AEPi fraternity brothers were in favor of 
black rights, so they thought King’s message 
was great. The person who truly analyzed 
this moment for me was my professor of 
poetry, Floyd C. Watkins. “David, I grew up 
in Ball Ground, Georgia, where few people 
finished the eighth grade. I knew the local 
Negro minister, and he kept saying, ‘Floyd, 
Floyd you got a mind—use it.’ So I feel that 
the Negros too have the ability to study and 
be successful. David, just you wait and see.”
 There was a big gap in my life between 
that Emory chapel address of the father and 
my actually hearing the son, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Truth to tell, I did not do much to 
help overthrow segregation in the U.S. I was 
not a part of sit-ins, teach-ins, or marches, 
but my cousin Peter Geffen was. In the 
spring of 1968, he gave me a ride up to 
the Rabbinical Assembly convention. Held 
at Kutsher’s Hotel, its great attraction was 
Martin Luther King, Jr. He was introduced 
by his comrade-in-arms in the struggle, 
Professor Abraham Joshua Heschel.
 Heschel gave a moving introduction 
before King’s presentation, including these 
words: “Martin Luther King, Jr., is a voice, 
a vision, and a way. Martin Luther King is 
a sign that God has not forsaken the United 
States of America. I call upon every Jew 
to hearken to his voice, to share his vision, 
to follow in his way. The whole future of 

America will depend on the impact and 
influence of Dr. King.”
 When King spoke, he praised Israel 
as an “oasis in the desert.” He lauded the 
Jewish people for assisting the blacks in 
the early years of the century and now. 
The atmosphere was electric, and I recalled 
“Daddy” King at Emory telling us what the 
future held for his people.
 In the summer of 1963, my wife, 
Rita, and I had come to Israel to study. We 
missed the March on Washington, since we 
were in Jerusalem. In an unexpected way, 
we were able to feel that great moment in 
U.S. history. Here in Israel, in those days 
49 years ago, movies were accompanied by 
newsreels. Without TV in Israel then, news 
came by radio or by newspaper.
 We went to the Paladin Theater, on 
Agrippas, a week after the march, for a 
movie, but we really wanted to see the 
newsreel. There on the screen, we witnessed 
portions of the march, and we heard MLK’s 
“I Have a Dream” speech. Even more 
uplifting were the words of a young man 
sitting behind us. “Zeh manhig,” he said, 
and we echoed, “That’s a leader.”

This story is reprinted from the January-
February 2012 edition of The Jewish 
Georgian.

Martin Luther King, Jr.—a leader
BY David
     Geffen

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Martin Luther King, Jr., Mickey Shure, 
and Peter Geffen Martin Luther King, Jr., and 

Professor Abraham Joshua 
Heschel

 Danielle Paz, a native of Atlanta and a 
graduate of Atlanta’s Davis Academy and 
Centennial High School in Roswell, is a 
student at Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya 
(IDC Herzliya) in Hersliya, Israel.
 In addition to her involvement at IDC, 
Dani is a member of the ASA Tel Aviv 
women’s professional soccer team, which 
is part of Ligat Nashim, the Israeli women’s 
football league run by the Israel Football 
Association. This past year, Danielle’s 
team was the winner of the Israeli women’s 
championship, and, as such, qualified to 
represent Israel in the UEFA Women’s 
Championship, which is made up of 54 

associations from around the world.
 Danielle was nominated by her team’s 
management as a candidate for selection as 
an outstanding athlete in her sport. From 
a list more than 100 nominees submitted 
covering all categories, she was the 
selection as the representative of her sport 
and was one of a total of 12 recipients.
 Danielle was awarded a trophy along 
with a monetary award component from 
Ron Huldai, mayor of Tel Aviv, at a 
ceremony held at city hall in Tel Aviv. She 
is the daughter of Karen Paz of Atlanta and 
Atsmon Paz of Tel Aviv. 

Atlanta native receives Tel Aviv award

Danielle Paz accepting her trophy and award
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BASKETBALL BUNCH AT LUNCH. The 
ninth get-together of the Basketball Bunch at 
Lunch (BBAL) was held October 13, 2015, 
at the Hudson Grille, on Roswell Road, in 
Sandy Springs. All the guys who played in 
the Atlanta Jewish Community Center Men’s 
Basketball League some time between 1965-
1985 were welcome to attend. Stan Sobel 
welcomed everyone and asked that we take 
a moment to silently remember Norman 
Lebedin, who passed away earlier in the year. 
Norman, the league’s first commissioner in 
1965, was a long-time player and captain in 
both the basketball and softball leagues at 
the J. 
 We once again tied our record, with 32 
in attendance despite a few no-shows. We 
broke the record for first-timers with nine 
new guys: Jerry Benda, Jeff Kess, Johnny 
Mopper, Ronnie Merlin, Stan Schwartz, 
Lester Breen, Walter Cohen, Ron Winston, 
and Seth Kirshbaum.

 We asked each person in attendance to 
introduce himself and share a memory about 
the league. We heard some great stories; 
Howie Frushtick was mentioned frequently. 
He definitely left an impression on the 
basketball court. There are always stories 
about how injuries played some kind of role 
in how long and how well guys played. Jeff 
Kess, Walter Cohen, Jerry Benda, Jay Empel, 
and Marty Berger talked about playing with 
their sons and how much it meant to them. 
 Larry Liebros showed up for the 
occasion wearing a vintage Men’s League 
basketball shirt. Lester Breen, Jerry Katz, 
Willie Green, Leonard Sherman, and Leon 
Tuck, all native Atlantans, gave us a history 
lesson about Atlanta basketball, starting in 
the late ‘40s, and how the game had grown.
 Jeff Kess and Howard Wertheimer are 
the only guys who are still playing in the 
Men’s League. Their team had a big win in 
the 40+ Cross Court League the previous 
night. 
 Alan Wolkin was there on the right day 
this time. Roy Swartzberg got there an hour 
and a half early, so he had plenty of time to 
read the sports section.

 I hadn’t seen Lester Breen in more than 
45 years. After the BBAL, I ran into him 
again, a week later, at The Epstein School’s 
Grandparents Coffee. We had a chance to 
talk some more about the basketball league, 
and he told me a story about getting to see 
the Boston Celtics practice, at the Peachtree 
JCC, when they were in town to play the 
Hawks in the late ‘60s. He was the only one 
in the gym at the time. He also told me a story 
about having met Lenny Weinglass, when 
Lester was in dental school in Baltimore, 
and later in Midtown Atlanta, where Lenny 
owned the Merry-Go-Round clothing store. 
Lenny was one of those people you don’t 
forget and an extremely talented basketball 
player.
 Ronnie Merlin won the 3rd Trivia 

Contest, with 
six out of 
ten correct 
a n s w e r s . 
Either I’m 
making the 
q u e s t i o n s 
harder or 
the guys’ 
m e m o r i e s 
are fading 
q u i c k l y . 
Anyhow, I’ll 
be ready with 
the group 
of 10 new 
questions at 

our 10th get-together.
 The memorabilia table, with pictures, 
rosters, articles, and standings of the period 
1965-1985, was a popular stop for many of 
the guys. Some guys, like Stan Schwartz and 
Seth Kirshbaum, discovered that they were 
captains at one time, and others tried to place 
guys from rosters on teams on which they 
played 40 years ago. Hal Krafchick’s name 
came up, and we enjoyed reading a number 
of his columns about the league when he was 
Health and PE director at the J.
 As always, I tried to talk to everyone at 
some time during the afternoon and always 
enjoyed reconnecting. Playing in the Men’s 
Basketball League was a positive experience; 
friendships were made and memories were 
lasting. Stan Sobel will notify us again, 
sometime in April or May, and we will start 
rounding up the guys, sending out e-mails, 
making phone calls, and hoping to get an 
even bigger turnout for BBAL #10. If any of 
my readers played at this time and want to be 
included in our next get-together, contact me 
at drjsch7@comcast.net. 

DOUBLES PICKLEBALL. The 7th MJCCA 
Doubles Pickleball Tournament was held 
October 18, 2015, at the Marcus Jewish 
Community Center of Atlanta. 
 Twenty teams competed in two 
divisions, Intermediate and Advanced. There 
was a good turnout from teams outside the 
MJCCA, and the competition was excellent.
 Michael Wilson did a great job 
organizing and running his first Pickleball 

tournament; he was assisted by other 
MJCCA staff members, Ashley Cohen and 
Kayce Pearce, as well as the Pickleball 
Committee, consisting of Ed Feldstein, 
Fred Bailey, Rick Emery, Walter Sommers, 
and Ken Lester. Rick Emery and Nora 
Florsheim were awarded the coveted MVPP 
(Most Valuable Pickleball Person) Award. 
Congratulations to Nora and Rick for their 
positive contributions to the game at the 
center. 

Intermediate Team Competition results:
• 1st place: Sara Mathews/David Mathews
• 2nd place: Steven Strasberg/Brent Beattie
• 3rd place: Delia Box/Carey Box

Intermediate Winners: (from left) Delia 
Box and Carey Box, 3rd place; David 
Mathews and Sara Mathews, 1st 
place; and Brent Beattie and Steven 
Strasberg, 2nd place

Advanced Team Competition results:
• 1st place: Dileep Dubey/Carlos Polanco
• 2nd place: Karie McClure/Peter Dvornek
• 3rd place: Jared Cohen/Jerry Schwartz

Advanced Winners: (from left) Peter 
Dvornek and Karie McClure, 2nd 
place; Dileep Dubey and Carlos 
Polanco, 1st place; and Jared Cohen 
and Jerry Schwartz, 3rd place

 It was good to see so many Pickleball 
players attending and supporting the event, 
even though they were not participating. The 

MJCCA courts had just been refinished, with 
the lines permanently painted, so there will be 
nine courts available in the Marcus, Mendel, 
and Blank gyms. The sport continues to grow; 
hopefully, there will be plans to involve more 
participants, with a greater choice of days 
and times. The next tournament is scheduled 
for March 6, with plans for an even bigger 
turnout.

REMEMBERING GEORGE JORDAN. 
George Jordan was the kind of guy you don’t 
forget. He was one of a kind. He always had 
an idea, opinion, or theory he wanted to share 
with you and was interested in your response. 
He was well-read and had been a lawyer, 
insurance agent, and mediator. He died on 
November 12, at age 91, but was still as sharp 
as a tack mentally and active physically. I first 
met George at the Peachtree JCC in the early 
‘70s, and we regularly talked about the sports 
programs there. George’s love of tennis had 
him competing in local, state, and national 
senior competitions. Both he and I participated 
in the National Senior Games, George in 
tennis and me in basketball. Again, he had 
some great stories about his experiences and 
was an enthusiastic supporter and participant 
of Pickleball since it was brought to the 
MJCCA four years ago. 
 George was active in civic, religious, 
veteran, and JCC activities. I saw, at his 
funeral, numerous members of the North 
Atlanta Men’s Club, where George was an 
active member. There were representatives 
at the funeral from the Jewish War Veterans 
Post 112, where he was elected the judge 
advocate. He took pride in serving in Europe 
during WWII, with the 4th Armored Division, 
under General George Patton and arriving at 
Normandy on D-Day plus 30. I can recall a 
number of fascinating stories he told me of his 
experiences. There were many familiar faces 
from the MJCCA, where George served as a 
chairman for the Edgewise Speaker’s Program 
for seniors. I attended many meetings where 
he had arranged to have weekly speakers on a 
wide range of interesting topics.
 George loved and treasured his family: 
wife Frances, sons Howard (Mary) and 
Ralph (Natalie), and grandchildren Grace and 
Brooke.
 It’s going to be hard to go to another 
Edgewise meeting, NAMC event, or Pickleball 
game and not see and talk to George. He had 
an impact on everyone he knew, and he will be 
remembered as a man who loved life and lived 
it well.

 I’d like to wish all my “Schwartz on 
Sports” readers a happy and healthy New 
Year. Until next time, drive for the bucket 
and score.

Schwartz on Sports
BY Jerry
    Schwartz

Ready to play

Basketball Bunch at Lunch first-
timers

Ronnie Merlin, winner 
of the 3rd BBAL Trivia 
Contest
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THE BIG REVEAL. Once again, art 
lovers, members of the medical community, 
Hadassah members, friends, and guests will 
be treated to a unique art auction and gala 
at The Big Reveal, part of Breast Strokes, 
Hadassah Bares All for A.R.T. (Awareness, 
Research & Treatment), presented by 
Greater Atlanta Hadassah. The exhibition 
will display canvas artworks of 35 women, 
who volunteered to have their torsos painted 
and photographed to raise money for breast 
cancer and genetic research programs at the 
Hadassah Medical Organization (HMO) in 
Jerusalem, and for breast cancer education, 
advocacy, and prevention in the United 
States. 
 The Big Reveal takes place Saturday, 
February 20, 8:00-11:00 p.m., at The 
Stave Room, at American Spirit Works, 
199 Armour Drive NE, Atlanta. Honorees 
are the Schube Women—Maxx, Rochelle, 
and Alana, with honorary chair Diane Z. 
Alexander, MD, FACS. Special guest host 
and auctioneer will be CNN correspondent 
Holly Firfer. Breast Strokes is part of 
a centennial series of events presented 
by Greater Atlanta Hadassah, which is 
celebrating the non-profit organization’s 
100 years of community involvement. 
 Maxx Schube and her daughters, 
Rochelle and Alana, are BRCA1 positive. 
The BRCA1 and BRCA2 gene mutations, 
which are carried among both men and 
women, can lead to both breast and ovarian 
cancer, but those with BRCA1 have a 
higher percentage chance of developing 
breast cancer by age 70. Maxx’s older 
sister, Beverly, was diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer at age 33 and lost her life 
after a courageous battle with this disease. 
At the time, there was no other cancer 
in the family, and no one thought to test 
her for a BRCA gene mutation. Though 
the mutations are rare among the general 
population, Ashkenazi Jewish women—
those of Eastern European descent—have 
10 times the frequency of BRCA mutations 
than non-Ashkenazi women, a discovery 
made by HMO researchers, who also 
developed a blood test that predicts the 
presence of harmful BRCA1 and BRCA2 
mutations in otherwise healthy women. 
 “Rochelle, Alana, and I are excited 
to be honorees in this year’s Breast 
Strokes and to be part of a fundraiser 
that will benefit the Hadassah Medical 
Organization’s continuing genetic research 
into the causes and treatment for breast 
cancer,” said Maxx. “As a 13-year breast 
cancer survivor and the mother of two 
women in their 20s, one who is currently 
undergoing treatment for breast cancer 
and the other who has chosen to undergo 
a prophylactic mastectomy, this will give 
us the opportunity to share our stories and 
help crack the genetic code. My goal is to 
help eradicate these genetic mutations to 
spare our future generations.” 
 Breast Strokes—The Big Reveal’s 
honorary chair is Atlanta plastic surgeon 

Diane Z. Alexander MD, FACS, who 
specializes in cosmetic facial surgery, 
body sculpture, breast rejuvenation, and 
breast cancer reconstruction. In September 
2000, she co-founded the first all-women-
physician plastic surgery practice in Atlanta, 
now named Artisan Plastic Surgery. 
 “The BRCA gene mutation unleashes 
breast cancer in women of all ages, and 
it did so in Alana Schube when she was 
finishing college,” Alexander said. “The 
gene mutation breaks hearts and devastates 
families, and this is one reason I’m 
involved in Breast Strokes. In addition, I 
visited Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem last 
summer, and I was so impressed with this 
incredible organization. They are doing 
groundbreaking research in breast cancer. 
The Hadassah Medical Organization will 
make a difference for our sisters, mothers, 
daughters, and friends who have breast 
cancer or the genetic predisposition to get 
it in the future.” 
 Breast Strokes is a two-part event. 
Part one, Paint Day, took place in October 
2015, during Breast Cancer Awareness 
month. At Paint Day 2015, 35 volunteer 
models—many of whom are breast cancer 
survivors—were body-painted from 
neck to navel. Each model and her artist 
discussed the painting beforehand, and 
the result was a range of torsos featuring 
artists’ interpretations of animated film and 
comic strip characters and scenes, as well 
as artists’ original paintings. Their torsos 
were then photographed and made into 
beautiful canvases. All of the artists and 
photographers donated their time and talent 
to create these unique works of art. 
 Part two is The Big Reveal, a 
fundraising gala where attendees can see 
and purchase the canvases; enjoy cocktails, 
hors d’oeuvres, and desserts; and help 
raise funds by participating in the auctions, 
which will feature, among other things, 
autographed items from “The Walking 
Dead.” The canvases on display are 30” 
x 24”; however, attendees will be able to 
order them in smaller sizes. In addition, a 
commemorative poster of all 35 torsos will 
be available for purchase. 
 “This year’s Big Reveal promises to be 
an exciting and fun event, as well as one 
filled with emotion,” said Phyllis Cohen, 
Greater Atlanta Hadassah Centennial chair. 
“We look forward to attracting a crowd from 
20-somethings on up to help our Hadassah 
Medical Organization researchers continue 
to work for more precise detection of breast 
cancer and better ways to treat the disease, 
to help us in the United States educate the 
public about genetic forms of breast cancer, 
and to help women advocate for their 
health.” 
 One of Greater Atlanta Hadassah’s 
education programs is Check It Out!, 
a breast health awareness program for 
young women. Conducted in partnership 
with Northside Hospital, the program has 
been presented in local high schools for 

more than 21 years, reaching some 35,000 
students throughout the Atlanta community. 
 Tickets for the gala are $36 per person 
for those 36 years of age or under and $54 
per person for all others, through February 
12. After February 12, tickets are $65 
per person. Tickets can be purchased at 
hadassah.org/events/breaststrokes or 678-
443-2961. 
 For more information on Breast Strokes, 
visit hadassah.org/atlantabreaststrokes. 

Rochelle, Maxx, and Alana Schube

Holly Firfer

Diane Alexander

MOUNT SCOPUS BOARD 
INSTALLATION. The Mount Scopus 

Group of Greater Atlanta Hadassah installed 
its board of officers for 2016 on December 
6, 2015, at the Berman Commons Assisted 
Living Center. This new board will continue 
the work of Hadassah, as the Greater 
Atlanta Chapter commemorates its 100-year 
anniversary. Hadassah, the Woman’s Zionist 
Organization of America, began providing 
medical care and assistance in Israel even 
before the country gained its independence. 
Hadassah has also established a dental 
school, nursing school, medical school, 
and college of technology, as well as youth 
aliyah assistance centers in Israel. 
 The installation luncheon was catered 
by The Spicy Peach and included a 
wonderful musical performance by Rabbi 
Karmi Ingber of The Kehilla of Sandy 
Springs.
 The new officers for 2016 include: 
President Malka Shulman; VP of 
Programming Jennifer Friedman; Treasurer 
Gwyn Gordon; Recording Secretary Stacy 
Lange; VP of Study Group Lois Cohen; VP of 
Fundraising Marilyn Perling; Corresponding 
Secretary Loretta Bernstein; Publicity Chair 
Edie Barr; Cards Chair Regine Rosenfelder; 
Social Media Chair Renee Rosenheck; and 
Day Programming Chairs Sondra Epstein 
and Barbara Seligman.

Among the new Mount Scopus board 
members installed on December 
6 were (from left) Publicity Chair 
Edie Barr, VP of Study Group Lois 
Cohen, Corresponding Secretary 
Loretta Bernstein, VP of Fundraising 
Marilyn Perling, and President Malka 
Shulman.

KETURA INSTALLS OFFICERS AND 
BOARD. Greater Atlanta Hadassah’s 
Ketura Group held its installation of 2016 
officers and board members at the Sandy 
Springs Diner, on December 3, 2015. Rita 
Loventhal, a past president of Ketura and 
current major gifts chair for the Greater 

 Hadassah News

Ketura 2016 officers and board: (front, from left) Helene Jacoby, President 
Amy Jampol, Rita Goldstein, and Suzy Wilner; (back) Fran Redisch, Joan 
Solomon, Harriet Trackman, Marcy Caras, Maxine Schein, Debra Sharker, 
Helen Ehrlich, Arlene Glass, and Sheila Parks. Not pictured: Judith Cohen 
and Viv Kurland
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Atlanta Chapter and Southeastern Region, 
performed the installation. Amy Jampol, 
who is serving Ketura for the second year, 
was installed as president. 

METULLA BOARD INSTALLATION. 
The Metulla Hadassah of Greater Atlanta 
Chapter held its installation of 2016 officers 
and board members on December 13, 2015. 
The new board reconfirmed its commitment 
to the goals of Hadassah and Israel.

Mindy Cohen (left) president of The 
Birmingham Hadassah Chapter, 
installs her mother, Nancy Schwartz, 
as the 2016 president of Metulla 
Hadassah

DR. ITZHAK BROOKS SPEAKS. The 
January 11 Metulla Hadassah 2016 Opening 
Meeting featured presenter Dr. Itzhak 
Brook, author and professor of pediatrics at 
Georgetown University School of Medicine 
and featured speaker for the Israeli Embassy 
in Washington, D.C.
 Dr. Brook was born and raised in 
Haifa, Israel, and earned his degree from 
the Hadassah School of Medicine, Hebrew 

University, in Jerusalem. He served in the 
Israeli army as a medic during the Six-Day 
War, in 1967, and as a battalion physician 
during the Yom Kippur War, in 1973. After 

c o m p l e t i n g 
a fellowship 
in infectious 
diseases at 
UCLA, he 
served in the 
medical corps 
of the U.S. 
Navy, for 27 
years. 
 I n 
addition to 
a u t h o r i n g 
several hundred 
articles in 

scientific journals and textbooks, Dr. Brook 
has written two books: In the Sands of Sinai: 

a physician’s account of the Yom Kippur 
War and My Voice: a physician’s personal 
experience with throat cancer.

GOROD APPOINTED DEVELOPMENT 
DIRECTOR. Randy Gorod is the new 
director of development for Hadassah/

S o u t h e a s t . 
Gorod, who 
reports directly 
to David 
P a s t e r n a c k , 
H a d a s s a h ’ s 
c h i e f 
deve lopment 
officer, is 
r e s p o n s i b l e 
for individual 
major gifts 
f u n d r a i s i n g 
and capital 

campaign and has oversight of volunteer 
leadership activities.
 Hadassah/Southeast encompasses 
Alabama, the Florida panhandle, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, and Southern 
Virginia.
 Prior to joining Hadassah, Gorod was 
founder and president of Pisgah Consulting, 
LLC, with a client base that included Hillel 
International, ORT Atlanta, the Center for the 
Visually Impaired, and several local Hillel 
chapters. Gorod was senior associate VP, 
Israel & Global Philanthropy, at The Jewish 
Agency for Israel, from 2012-2014. As 
director of Major Gifts at Emory University 
(2006-12), he played a leadership role in 
Emory’s $1.6 billion Campaign Emory. As 
assistant campaign director at The Jewish 
Federation of Greater Atlanta (2003-
06), Gorod helped lead the Community 
Campaign for Caring to a record-breaking 
$18 million, its highest level of annual 
giving, with increased donors contributing 
at all levels of support.
 Gorod is active with the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals/Greater Atlanta 
Chapter, having served in many chapter 
roles, including past president (2014), 
president (2013), and president elect (2012). 
He was co-chair of the Development 
Committee for The Jewish Education 
Loan Fund and served on the Diversity 
Scholarship Task Force of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals and as a mentor 
at the International level of AFP/IHQ.
 Gorod served as regional director for 
Young Judea and was active in numerous 
capacities at Camp Judaea. He has a BA 
from the University of Florida’s College 
of Journalism and Communications and an 
MA from Teachers College of Columbia 
University. He has also served as executive 
director and youth director at Congregation 
Etz Chaim. 

Metulla 2016 officers and board: (from left) Sharyn Lazarnick, Ruth Berg, 
Livia Sklar, Nancy Schwartz, Lynne Levinson, Anita Otero, Judy Packler, and 
Sydelle Silberman

Dr. Itzhak Brook

Randy Gorod

 In light of recent events, I’d like to 
share a smile of a story.
 I had transferred from St. John’s 
University, in Shanghai, to the University 
of Georgia, in Athens, in 1947. My status 
as a foreign student was uncertain, and the 
possibility of having to return to China 
after graduation was an ever-looming fear 
on my horizon.
 To the rescue came my knight in 
shinning armor, my hero, President Harry 
S. Truman. He had just signed into law 
the Displaced Persons Act of 1948, which 
said, in effect, that anyone residing in the 
United States on a temporary basis and 
who could not return to their country of 

origin for fear of persecution could now 
make application for permanent residency 
status.
 Well, I jumped at this offer, and I still 
have a copy of that precious postcard I 
received, now yellowed with age, dated 
October 28, 1948, which started the long 
process of reaching the “promised land”—
leading to the day when I would raise my 
right hand to pledge my allegiance to the 
United States of America, and become a 
real American, y’all.

 The postcard, sent by the U.S. 
Department of Justice, in Washington, 
D.C., reads:
 “Receipt is acknowledged of your 
application for adjustment of status as a 
displaced person residing in the United 
States. Your application has been assigned 
a DP number and will be processed in 
order of receipt by this office.
 “Inquires regarding the status of 
your application will not expedite action.

However, should you change your address, 
you should immediately notify this office, 
referring to the file number assigned to 
your application.
 Sincerely,
 Watson B. Miller, Commissioner”

 

Please share the smile I’m wearing right 
now, just thinking of that wonderful time. 
 Happy and healthy New Year 2016, 
y’all, and especially, and as usual, my sign 
off: God Bless America.

A precious postcard US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON,  DC

Receipt is acknowledged of your 
application for adjustment of status 
as a displaced person residing in the 
United States. Your application has 
been assigned a DP number and will be 
processed in order of receipt by this 
office.

Inquires regarding the status of your 
application will not expedite action. 
However, should you change your address, 
you should immediately notify this office, 
referring to the file number assigned to 
your application.
 Sincerely,
 Watson B. Miller, Commissioner”

BY Balfoura
   “Bo” Levine
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By Rabbi Jennifer Kaluzny

 I’m a mother. I’m a wife. I’m a 
daughter. I’m also a rabbi. Even though I 
am accustomed to being in front of hundreds 
of people, it’s daunting to talk about my 
personal story. With that said, here’s my 
journey, which will explain why I’m so 
passionate about advocating for JScreen—
an organization that focuses on education 
and screening for Jewish genetic diseases. 
Together, as the Jewish community, we can 
save lives. 
 “You’re perfect for each other! You really 
should get married!” You might think that 
our best friends said this to us, but actually, 
it was our doctor. He wasn’t complimenting 
my husband, Ryan, and me on our symbiotic 
relationship or the courtesies we showed to 
each other. He was talking about the fact that 
we were genetic carriers for the identical 
mutation for a Jewish genetic disease, but 
that we could still have healthy children. 
The only reason we knew that we carried 
this mutation was because of genetic carrier 
screening. 

 We learned that in vitro fertilization, 
(IVF) with preimplantation genetic diagnosis 
(PGD), was one option that would help us get 
around this risk and maximize our chances 
of conceiving a child that did not have this 
disease. Our doctor explained that by doing 
IVF with PGD, fertilization would occur 
outside of the body, and the embryos would 
be examined to detect our unique mutation. 
Those that were unaffected with the disease 
would be selected for my pregnancies. For 
Ryan and me, there was no question about 
whether or not this was the right path for us 
to take to enlarge our family of two. We were 
going to do anything medically possible to 
ensure that our children were born free of a 
potentially devastating disease. And so we 
began. 
 When we got the news that everything 
was in place and we were ready to go, we 
were exhausted and overjoyed. In the end, 
we did IVF with PGD twice. In the first 
pregnancy, two embryos gave us our sweet 
daughter Bayla, now five. In her IVF round, 
two embryos were implanted; one was a 
carrier, and one was free of the disease. We 

don’t know which resulted in our Bayla, but 
someday, we will have her tested and we will 
know if she is a healthy carrier or totally free 
of the gene. Our second round resulted in our 
beautiful twins, Asher, now three, and Sage 
(z”l). Again, the same situation occurred; one 
was a carrier, and one was free of the disease. 
And again, don’t know which was which. 
Our daughter Sage passed away shortly after 
birth from an unrelated medical problem.
 If you asked Ryan and me if we would do 
genetic screening and IVF with PGD again, 
we would both say yes without hesitation. 
The technology is out there, so why not do 
everything you can to ensure the health and 
well-being of your children? The best time to 
know your genetic makeup is before you are 
pregnant. Whether you’re single, dating, or 
married—now is the time to get screened. 
 JScreen, a national Jewish genetic 
disease-screening program based out of 
Emory University’s Department of Human 
Genetics, makes it so easy. You don’t even 
need to leave your home to be screened. 
From anywhere in the U.S., you can register 
for a kit at jscreen.org, send in your saliva 

sample, and receive your results by phone or 
secure videoconference. 
 We hope our story will encourage clergy 
to counsel their couples to pursue genetic 
testing. We are proof that happy families 
can be created in the most unexpected and 
even scientific ways. It can be done, and our 
children are living proof. If sharing our story 
helps other families, then it will have been a 
success for us and, hopefully, many others as 
well. 
 For information about genetic screening, 
please visit JScreen.org, or e-mail info@
jscreen.org.

Rabbi Jennifer Kaluzny is a rabbi at Temple 
Israel of West Bloomfield, Michigan, and 
also the Jewish Hospice and Chaplaincy 
Network. 

The importance of JScreen—a personal story

 

 

 

 These days, the press is full of 
critical articles about police departments 
throughout the country. Police often get 
more public scorn than the criminals they 
pursue.
 There are organizations, however, 
where close ties and cooperation between 
police and the public foster a high standard 
of public safety.
 One such organization is the Citizens 
On Patrol (COPS), of the Sandy Springs, 
Georgia Police Department. This group of 
civilian volunteers was organized in 2011, 
after Sandy Springs became a municipality. 
The COPS serve as the “eyes and ears” 
of the police department. They patrol 
neighborhoods, monitor handicapped 
parking spots, assist in maintaining traffic 
flow, and provide many other services that 
were formerly among the regular duties 
of police officers. Over the past four 
years, COPS tasks have greatly expanded, 
because of their professionalism, to 
include responding to traffic accidents and 
providing roadside assistance and crowd 
control.
 The current 35 COPS members carry 
out their duties with three fully equipped 
squad cars, like the cars regular police 
use, and a heavy-duty truck equipped 
with Jaws of Life, which can cut through 

mangled cars to free trapped occupants. 
Each member carries a personal radio to 
maintain contact with police headquarters 
and other emergency services. COPS, who 
do not carry firearms, always travel two to a 
squad car whenever they are on patrol. 
 COPS volunteers include both men 
and women. To qualify, they must be in 
normal good health, mobile, able to lift 
moderate loads, and be able to stand up to 
four hours in all kinds of weather. Those 
selected undergo 10 weeks of instruction, 
learning all aspects their duties, as well 
as basic first aid and the operation of 
communication equipment and computers. 
Upon completion of the training course, the 
volunteers spend two weeks riding patrol 
with a seasoned COPS member. 
 Graduates are required to give eight 
hours of duty time each month. Some, 
like Lewis Feldman, give much more time 
and learn the operation of all vehicles and 
other police equipment used by COPS. 
The volunteers wear special blue T-shirts 

and khaki pants as their uniforms and are 
given appropriate clothing for all types 
of weather. They are headquartered in the 
Sandy Springs Police Department and have 
a meeting room, break room, and other 
facilities at their disposal.
 News of the COPS program’s success 
has spread, and communities including 
John’s Creek, Dunwoody, and Atlanta have 
expressed interest in the program for their 
police departments.
 The Sandy Springs COPS unit is led 
by Community Officers Mark Thomas and 
Jeff Holmes, who are well qualified to lead 
the group. Officer Holmes said, in the past 
year, the program provided 12,000 hours 
of services to the Sandy Springs Police 
Department, freeing up police officers to 
carry out their duties with dispatch.
 COPS’ sixth training program will 
begin in early 2016. If you are interested in 
being a part of this worthwhile community 
service, contact Officer Jeff Holmes at 770-
551-6900. I guarantee you won’t get bored 
if you become a member of COPS. 

COPS aid Sandy Springs police

BY Leon
    Socol

Volunteer Lewis Feldman with COPS 
patrol carOfficer Jeff Holmes shows awards 

plaques earned by COPS volunteers.

 It was a lovely day, as I viewed it 
from my living room patio. I put on a 
light jacket and headed for the elevator. 
Who could have guessed what was 
going to happen? I will not keep you in 
suspense. 
 I pressed the button for the lobby, 
but the elevator did not stop there. It 
took me to the parking deck, then up 
to the top—the 19th floor. And it kept 
doing this. 
 After a few minutes, I took my 
phone out of my bag and called my 
concierge for help. He started doing 
everything he could, but, while that was 
going on, I began to get scared. 
 On top of that, I thought about 
the Uber driver waiting outside to take 
me to a very important appointment. I 
started crying. 
 All of a sudden, the concierge 
called out to me—he was holding the 
elevator open with all his might and 
told me to step off quickly. 
 I was safe. I was happy. A number 
of people came up to welcome me. 
Even the Uber driver was still there. 
 This whole thing took just 20 
minutes.

A day of  ups 
and downs

BY Marice
     Katz
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335 COLEWOOD WAY NW
SANDY SPRINGS, GA 30328-2956
EPSTEINATLANTA.ORG

experience EPSTEIN. 

We’re way 
more than 
you imagined. 
We look forward 
to seeing you on our 
newly-renovated campus.  
Schedule a tour at  
EpsteinAtlanta.org/tour.

4819 JG brandadN.indd   1 2/2/15   2:28 PM

OPEN SATURDAY NIGHTS WITH LIVE MUSIC

questions 

chat 

Do you have  
about Atlanta Jewish Academy?  
 
Join us for an informal and informative                  
            with a warm and personal         
perspective.  
 
For more information, or to RSVP, contact 
Bonnie Cook, Director of Admissions 
bcook@atljewishacademy.org 
404.843.9900 

When & Where 
10:00 am - 11:30 am  
 
Thursday, January 28 
Wednesday, February 3 
Tuesday, February 9 
 
Starbucks  
2135 Briarcliff Road NE 
Atlanta, GA 30329 
(LaVista and Briarcliff) 

AJA is the only preschool through 12th grade Jewish day school in Atlanta. 
www.atljewishacademy.org 
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