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Bar mitzvahs foster brotherly love
By Leon Socol
One of the milestones in a young person’s life is coming of age, participating in
synagogue services, and being accepted as
an adult with all the privileges and responsibilities of that status.
The bar mitzvah is a time when the
young man is in the spotlight, surrounded
by admiring and loving family and friends,
who will congratulate him and fete him on
this special day. In celebration, there may
be a beautiful Kiddush with initialed napkins and such. Later, a celebration may be
held where he will be hoisted aloft and
cheered.
Surely, this is the bar mitzvah’s day in
the sun. He is the center of attention, and
it’s his day of recognition. Should he share
it with a sibling? It’s a temptation not to,
especially if the sibling has developmental
or learning disabilities.
But that was not the case with Aaron
Simon, who shared his bar mitzvah with
younger brother Kyle, who has non-verbal
learning disabilities. The Simon brothers

Kyle Simon (left) and Aaron Simon
(photo: Eric Wittmayer)

celebrated their day in May 2009, and
both fully participated in all parts of the
service. Everyone was overjoyed with the
way the young men joined together in the
service. Their parents, Dr. Gary and
Michelle Simon, couldn’t have been
prouder of their sons.
Kyle set the stage for other bar mitzvahs shared between brothers. This past
May, Noah Newman and his brother
Asher conducted services at Temple Sinai,
the same temple that the Simon brothers
used a year earlier. Asher, who has highfunctioning autism, participated in the
entire service with his brother. Their parents, Dr. Randy and Susan Newman, were
extremely happy and grateful to see this
day come.
In late summer, a bar mitzvah is scheduled for Brett and Drew Shulman, the
sons of Dr. Scott Shulman and Dr. Rhonda
Taubin, in Park City, Utah. Drew has auditory, non-verbal disabilities and plans to
do the full torah service and prayers of the
day. Guests for the event will include famSee BAR MITAVAHS page 5

Torah Day School of Atlanta
celebrates 25 years
By R.M. Grossblatt
“Tonight, we’re standing
between two leaders.”
These words were spoken
by Rabbi Ilan Feldman, of
Congregation Beth Jacob, in
the gymnasium of Torah Day
School of Atlanta (TDSA), on
Sunday, June 6, during the celebration of TDSA’s 25th
anniversary. Rabbi Feldman
was speaking about the
farewell to Rabbi Kalmen
Rosenbaum, who served the
See 25 YEARS page 7

Center Theatre takes on contemporary issues
with the Teen Summer Stock production of
Rent: School Edition. See page 14.
Rabbi Naphtali and
Karyn Hoff
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Nothing happens in a vacuum
My eyes are open but do not see,
Sounds swirl about without truth to decree.
How could the obvious be so overlooked
If not for baseness in the inner-soul’s book?
When you were weak and could not strike
back,
I did nothing to help you defend or combat.
But is that any reason to take up arms
Or to defend yourself against those who
would do harm?
Code words are used for many purposes, not the least of which is to mask true
feelings and beliefs that may not be socially acceptable. In the late 1800s, the term
anti-Semitism was coined to describe a negative predisposition toward Jews in which
Jews were placed into a group that was
defamed as inferior and undesirable.
This was not the beginning of
Judeophobia; it had existed for centuries
and was just given a new name.
Over time, it is not uncommon for certain terms to become somewhat less socially acceptable. Often, a synonym takes on a
reversed, negative self-reflecting connotation, and the underlying principles are
imported to a new term. So it is that now we
are seeing the emergence of the terms
THE
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BY Marvin
Botnick
Zionists and Israel broadened to include the
Jewish bias that was formerly associated
with anti-Semitism.
The result of this redefinition is to further complicate the relationship of world
Jewry and Israel with the rest of the world
and to complicate the relationship of nonIsraeli Jews with Israel. Israel is a sovereign
nation, the population of which was 76%
Jewish in 2009, that is comprised of different religious groups. It has all of the issues
of any nation, and its policies are self-determined and applicable only to the governing
of that nation. There is no doubt that there is
a very close identity by non-Israeli Jews
with the country of Israel, but it is wrong to
burden Israel with the historical bias against
Jews, just as it is wrong to import the action
of Israel to non-Israeli Jews.
The basic truths of the above statements do not require any further discussion;
all a person has to do is look at the present
geopolitical situation.
Whether we like it or not, in the eyes of
the world the specificity of the words
Zionism and Israel, by and large, has been
expanded to include Jews all over the globe.
So what are we to do?
Confront lies and untrue innuendos
intended to delegitimize Jews and Israel
while defending against efforts to “drive
Israel into the sea” and “wipe it off the face
of the earth.” But the major effort should be
toward heralding the benefits, advantages,
and contributions that Israel has made to the
betterment of the earth. Rather than concentrating on refuting distorted claims, take
into consideration what Winston Churchill
said: “Men occasionally stumble over the
truth, but most of them pick themselves up
and hurry off as if nothing happened.”
Keep in mind that during a September
29, 2002, airing of the CBS program “60
Minutes,” Lesley Stahl, in reporting on
PLO documents captured by Israel in
March of that year, made the following
comment: “Colonel Eisin [of the Israeli
army] showed us a document from Arafat’s
files about meetings of terrorist groups in
late October 2001, just six weeks after 9/11.
Iran sent a message telling the groups: ‘You
must not allow a calming down at this period. Carry out suicide attacks against Israeli

targets in Gaza, in the West Bank and inside
Israel.’ ” Nick Cohen, in The Observer, on
June 6, 2010, reported: “They [Iran] need a
conspiracy theory to divert the attention of
their subject populations from the failures
of their rule as badly as the tsars did in the
1900s and the Nazis in the 1930s.” Think
about it: What headline news reports have
been heard about the sanctions against Iran
for its atomic development since the flotilla
incident on May 31 of this year?
In July, 1938, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt convened a conference in Évianles-Bains, France, to discuss the increasing
numbers of Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi
persecution. The Évian Conference began
on July 6 and lasted for eight days, and it
included 31 countries and 24 voluntary
organizations. The result: Not a single resolution was passed condemning the German
treatment of Jews. Sound familiar?
What did result from this gathering was
a further embolding of Hitler, who was
quoted in the Völkischer Beobachter
(People’s Observer), the daily publication
of the Nazi Party in Germany, as saying,
“Nobody wants them. It is a shameful spectacle to see how the whole democratic
world is oozing sympathy for the poor tormented Jewish people, but remains hard
hearted and obdurate when it comes to helping them.”
Take heart, however. Israel is not completely isolated. The media is quick to use
sensationalized bites and headlines. While
this is unfair and damaging, there are those
who seek the true story rather than partaking in verbal assassination attempts.
In the June 17, 2010, issue of The
Times of London, there is an op-ed piece by
José María Aznar entitled “Supprt Israel: if
it goes down, we all go down.” In this article, Mr. Aznar, who was the prime minister
of Spain from 1996 - 2004, talks about the
formation of a new Friends of Israel initiative. The organizers, in addition to Mr
Aznar, include:
• Robert F. Agostinelli, managing director
of Rhone Group;
• Ambassador John R. Bolton, former permanent U.S. representative to the U.N. and
currently a senior fellow at the American
Enterprise Institute;
• Fiamma Nirenstein, vice president of the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the Italian
Chamber of Deputies;
• Marcello Pera, Italian philosopher and
politician; former president of the Italian
Senate;
• Andrew Roberts, British historian and
writer;

• David Trimble, a former first minister of
Northern Ireland and co-recipient of the
1998 Nobel Peace Prize;
• President Alejandro Toled, former president of Peru; and
• George Weigel, American author and distinguished senior fellow at Ethics and
Public Policy Center, Washington, DC.
The published manifesto of the organization set forth the following goals:
“a) To combat the delegitimization of the
State of Israel at home, abroad and inside
the institutions of the international community.
“b) To publicly show our solidarity with
Israel’s democratic institutions—the legitimate expression of the Jewish people’s millennial aspiration to live in peace and freedom in its national homeland.
“c) To support Israel’s inalienable right to
secure borders unmolested by terrorists or
tyrannical regimes so that its citizens can
continue living with the same guarantees
that our own societies enjoy.
“d) To consistently and firmly oppose the
prospect of a nuclear armed Iran.
“e) To work to ensure that Israel is fully
accepted as a normal Western country, an
essential and indivisible part of the Western
world to which we belong.
“f) To reaffirm the value of the religious,
moral, and cultural Judeo-Christian heritage
as the main source of the liberal and democratic Western societies.”
Radical terrorism is starting to be recognized for what it is, especially since it is
now becoming more threatening to those
who did not care when it was happening in
some foreign land. To paraphrase an old
movie-advertising slogan, “Coming soon to
a neighborhood near you.” The elections
that took place in Holland this June resulted
in Geert Wilders’ Freedom Party gaining 15
seats in the Parliament, the largest gain of
any party. It was Wilders who was quoted in
a June 18, 2009, article in Haaretz, as saying “… the fight against Israel is not territorial, and hence Israel is only the first line of
defense for the West. Now it’s Israel, but we
are next. That’s why beyond solidarity, it is
in Europe’s interest to stand by Israel.”
Things are very often not what they
seem to the naked eye. The European elitists have the greatest access to the press and
the academic institutions in their countries.
While their views are widely disseminated
through this access, their position does not
necessarily reflect those of the non-elite
majority. In cases where Israel has made
mistakes, these certainly should be
addressed; however, equanimous evaluations of human rights, right to self-defense,
opportunity, health care, education, and
quality of life would certainly result in a
positive view of Israel in comparison to its
neighbors and many other countries of the
world.
Nothing happens in a vacuum. Is it possible that a predisposition, by whatever
name it is known, has overshadowed the
truth?
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cation, commitment, and generosity to the
Atlanta community. The AJC could not
have found more worthy recipients of this
year’s award than the Alexanders.

What’s

HAPPENING

HEALTH REPORTER CRAIG SCHNEIDER. Craig Schneider, the award-winning
public health reporter for The Atlanta
Journal-Constitution, has many fascinating
stories we will tell you about in the next
issue. We were deeply moved by the inspiring article he wrote about his dad, Milton,
who passed away on May 26 at the age of
86.
He was born “with just about nothing,”
Craig wrote, “as his mother died giving
birth to him, and his father, already raising
three kids, placed him in the care of a
Jewish children’s home. Dad spent 17 years
in the Pride of Judea Children’s Home in
Brooklyn. That’s where he met my mother.”
Milton Schneider was a 21-year-old
private with the 47th Infantry Regiment,
which liberated the Dachau concentration
camp, north of Munich. As Craig wrote,
“The Allied soldiers, turning the tables on
the Nazis, imprisoned the German soldiers
in the camp that had held Jews and other
political prisoners. Dad recalled that he
always made sure his carbine was loaded
with a full magazine in case they tried to
break out, saying, ‘If they wanted to get
tough, we were ready to get tougher.’”
Craig told us
that his dad “fought
in the foxholes of
Europe and received
a Purple Heart for a
head wound. He
raised me with the
qualities that gave
the
‘Greatest
Generation’
its
defining character:
loyalty and genAJC health
erosity, modesty
reporter Craig
and good-heartedSchneider (photo: ness, selfless dediAtlanta Journalcation and smart
Constitution)
toughness. When I

Milton Schneider, lower right, with
his WWII military unit

BY Reg
Regenstein
stood to speak at the funeral, it was hard to
keep a grip on my emotions. But I wanted
people to know my dad lived the kind of life
we fight these wars to preserve.”
We thank Milton Schneider for his
service and sacrifices and Craig for keeping
alive the memories of his dad and the other
brave soldiers who won the war against the
most evil government of all time.
THE ALEXANDER FAMILY HONORED.
Elaine, Miles, and Kent Alexander were this
year’s honorees at the American Jewish
Committee’s annual Selig Distinguished
Service Award Dinner. A sold-out crowd
packed into the new and spectacular Loews
Atlanta Hotel in Midtown to hear stirring
talks by the renowned trio, three of the most
respected and valuable pillars of our community.
Both Elaine and Miles have served on
too many community boards to mention
them all; we could save space by just telling
you which ones they have not been
involved with.
Elaine has been AJC president, vice
president, and on the national board. But
most important of all, she is the mother of
four great kids and eleven even greater
grandkids. Miles is co-chairman of the distinguished Kilpatrick Stockton law firm and
heads the firm’s world-renowned intellectual property practice.
Their son, Kent, is senior vice president and general counsel of Emory
University. Previously, he served a presidential appointment as United States attorney in Atlanta and as a partner with King &
Spalding law firm.
The Selig Award was established in
1986, in memory of Caroline Massell Selig
and Simon S. Selig, Jr. (“Slick” to everyone
who knew him), to honor those who reflect
the Selig family’s past and continuing dedi-

Honorees Miles, Elaine and Kent
Alexander

VEGETARIAN SABBATH COOKBOOK.
Jewish writer and publisher Roberta
Kalechofsky has just come out with a great
new cookbook featuring delicious dishes that not only
won’t kill you but
are good for you.
Our kind of cookbook!
“The
Vegetarian Shabbbat
Cookbook combines
the great tradition
Publisher and
of the Sabbath with
writer Roberta
vegan cooking—
Kalechofsky
Jewish history and
food in the tradition
of our first cookbook, The Jewish
Vegetarian Year Cookbook,” says Roberta.
“Vegetarian and vegan meals are a natural
for the Sabbath, because most of the recipes
require little cooking and because vegan
food keeps very well at room temperature.”
Co-authored by Roberta Schiff, the
beautiful, 264-page book contains quotations about the day of rest by famous Jewish
writers. The introduction recounts the origins of the Sabbath, established through
Moses, being, “in effect, our first piece of
social legislation.”
This book shows the reader how to take
traditional Jewish recipes, such as chicken
soup, chopped liver, stuffed cabbage,
cholent, goulash, and varieties of kasha, and
remake them into healthier, but no less
tasty, vegan dishes, using no meat or dairy.
For example, a soup made with yellow
peas, grated parsnips, and grated carrots
looks much like chicken soup, but, Roberta
says, “it’s better” and certainly better for
you. It may even do a better job of curing
the same ailments that chicken soup is
reputed to, which is almost everything!
One of Roberta’s favorite recipes is
repeated, by popular demand, from her earlier cookbook, The Jewish Vegetarian Year
Cookbook. This is a vegetarian version of
chopped liver, made from lentils, chopped
walnuts, and sautéed onions. “Truly unbelievable,” raves Roberta.
There are also recipes for eggless challahs and many vegetarian varieties of
cholent. And desserts such as apple cherry
pecan strudel, apple pie, and chocolate tart
are featured in a way to make them sugarfree, healthy, delicious, and guilt-free.
For more info, visit www.micahbooks.com.
RITA MOSES’ TALENTED GRANDKIDS. Our aunt, the indomitable, incomparable, and inexhaustible Rita Moses, keeps
us up to date on all her grandkids, and there
is a lot to be kept up on.
New Orleans artist Andrew Jackson
Pollack, the very talented son of Robin
(Moses) and Marc Pollack, is the subject of
a five-page spread in the glass artists’ journal Profitable Glass. We’ve never missed
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an issue.
The article begins by telling us that
Andy “represents the hopes of a city striving to reclaim her vibrancy after a devastating hurricane. Pollack and his ilk demonstrate strength, resiliency, creativity, and
commitment that defy despair.”
We don’t know about the use of the
word “ilk,” but the story credits Andy’s parents with inspiring his commitment to art,
since “his mother was an art teacher and
owned a pottery business. His father was a
lover of music, art, and food.”
You have to actually see Andy’s works
to appreciate them, so check out Andrew
Jackson Pollack Designs at www.andrewjacksonpollack.com.
And Miami University of Ohio senior
Emily Moses, the lovely daughter of Ellen
and William Graham Moses III, of St.
Louis, will be performing this summer with
the Cincinnati Opera Company. She is a
wonderful singer and will surely be pleasing audiences wherever she appears.
WAR HERO JOHN SHERMAN. One of
our great heroes—property tax watchdog
John Sherman, the homeowners’ best
friend—has been Fighting the Good Fight
for a long time. The Northside Neighbor
named the Fulton County Taxpayers
Association chief a Memorial Day hero,
with a big article by Noreen Lewis Cochran
describing his participation in the Allied
invasion of North Africa in 1943. The 35th
Division, he says, was composed mostly of
young teenagers, like him and his best
friend, Lt. Kenneth Feinberg, who was shot
and killed liberating North Africa from the
pro-Nazi Vichy Government of occupied
France.

John Sherman and Jill Berry
“We were all young teenagers,” John
says. “We’d never left home before.” From
Oran, Algiers, “we went to Italy, where
there was fierce opposition from the
Germans. The casualties were enormous.
The destruction was unbelievable.”
We thank John and all the other brave
veterans who served our country for their
courage, valor, and sacrifices, without
which we would not enjoy the freedom we
often take for granted.
Breaking news! We have just read a
huge front-page story in the AJC on John’s
See HAPPENING, page 4
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From page 3
crusade to reduce property taxes and get the
city’s finances under control. The story also
addresses his romantic side and how he
woos his lovely and delightful fiancée, Jill
Berry: “...he writes love letters in Italian
and slips them under the door of the lady he
will marry....’It’s a romance from the 18th
century,’ said Jill. ‘He’s a gentleman’s gentleman. He’s not from today.’”
JAY STARKMAN IN THE WALL STREET
JOURNAL. Famed Atlanta CPA Jay
Starkman has done
it again. We picked
up The Wall Street
Journal the other
day, and there was a
rave review of Jay’s
book on the history
of taxation, The Sex
of a Hippopotamus.
According to
writer
Laura
Saunders, Jay manAuthor and Tax
ages to “not only
Expert Jay
fascinate
but
Starkman
amuse.... In fact,
this is the only readable book about taxes that this longtime tax
reporter has ever come across.” A great
blurb for the next edition.
Check out Jay’s website, www.starkman.com, where you’ll find info on the
book and, for free, Jay’s authoritative article on whether Congress can make the
estate tax (which is zero for this year)
retroactive when it changes the law in the
future. You can send the article to your
lawyer and charge him $1,000!
UGA AEPi REUNION. Over 100 alums
came from Florida, South Carolina, North
Carolina, Virginia, New York, Ohio, and
elsewhere for the recent AEPi University of
Georgia chapter reunion. The event, which
was for mid-1950s to mid-1960s alums,
was held at Sheila and Joel Cohen’s magnificent condo on Peachtree Road in
Buckhead.

Sheila and Joel Cohen
One of the attendees, Martha Jo Katz,
said that Sheila Cohen’s strudel was “outrageously delicious, along with all the other
food and beverages that she and Joel generously provided to their guests. Some people
had not seen each other since college
days…thankfully, everyone had nametags!
What an incredible evening. Really a blast

Former Miss America Phyllis
George, sportscaster Bob Schieffer,
and Martha Jo Katz
from the past.”
Martha Jo also helped organize
“Conversation with a Living Legend” at the
InterContinental, at which Tom Johnson,
former CEO of CNN served as master of
ceremonies. Over 500 guests heard CBS’
Bob Schieffer talk with former Senator Sam
Nunn. It was a huge success, as is everything Martha Jo puts together.
DOOMED TO GLORY. One of our favorite
organizations, the Israel Sport Center for
the Disabled (ISCD), has just published an
inspiring new book on its achievements and
victories in turning injured and disabled
Israelis into star athletes who have won
numerous victories in international competition.
Doomed to Glory is authored by “disabled” war veteran Moshe Rashkes, who
always seemed mighty “abled” to us, and
describes the amazing achievements of the
ISCD and its dedicated alumni.
The ISCD lists nine volunteer committees throughout the United States and the
UK, with one in Atlanta headed by former
U.S. Senator Max Cleland and including
volunteers Debra and Joseph Berger, Cheryl
Coco, Linda Dean, Ceil and Mark Euster,
Lois and Larry Frank, Beverly Greenwald,
Lori and Kirk Halpern, Lynn and Howard
Halpern, Mike Leven, Erin and Trey
Ragsdale, Marcia and Michael Schwarz,
Lori Kagan Schwarz and Herman Schwarz,
and Francie and Barry Schwarz. We thank
all these dedicated folks for their fine work
helping turn Israel’s disabled kids and
adults into productive, successful, and
respected members of society.
Doomed to Glory is published in
English by Milo Publishing House in
Herzliya. For more information on the center’s valuable work, visit www.iscd.com.
Donations are gratefully accepted.
JEWISH HOME EXCURSION TO
BARNSLEY
GARDENS.
Lynda
Rosenstein Wachsteter and nature photographer Margery Diamond had a great time
leading an excursion to the lovely Barnsley
Gardens for their sister Diane and five other
residents of The William Breman Jewish
Home.
As Lynda tells it, “The residents were
in wheelchairs, so it was quite an adventure
Activity Coordinator Michelle Jordan
planned. We had a tour of the Barnsley
mansion ruins with a guide, enjoyed a delicious Southern Sunday dinner, and checked
into our charming cottages.... Diane visited

the spa and had a wonderful massage. The
group met for photos that evening and had
supper on the porch overlooking the beautiful golf course.” They also got to take
walks, go shopping, be entertained at lunch
by a “terrific singer,” and just relax.
“The staff at Barnsley was very helpful
and even presented each visitor with a gift
at the Sunday dinner,” Lynda wrote us. “My
sister, Diane, who is developmentally disabled, had a wonderful time, as did the
other residents. Diane will be 60 in October,
and moving to The Breman Jewish Home
has been terrific for her and her quality of
life. Atlanta is so fortunate to have such a
wonderful facility that honors the elderly in
the community.”

The lovely Rosenstein sisters:
Margery Diamond (from left), Diane
Rosenstein (seated), and Lynda
Wachsteter. (Photo courtesy of
Margery Diamond)
HORSERADISH GRILL FARMER’S
MARKET. The beloved Horseradish Grill
at Chastain Park is known for its fresh, seasonal vegetables, many of which come from
its backyard garden. This spring, the eatery
went one step further in providing Atlantans
with fresh fare. It hosted several Saturday
afternoon farmers’ markets offering lots of
produce from local growers, even a variety
of super healthy, high antioxidant chocolates. Which reminds us of another reason
to “Save the Earth”—it’s the only planet
with chocolate.

Horseradish Grill

CORT HABER JOINS INVESTMENT
FIRM. Native Atlantan and investment
adviser Cort Haber spends most of his time
with his wife, Aimee, cheering on the
Georgia Bulldogs (he has a business administration degree from UGA) and playing
golf at The Standard Club, where he has
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served on the board. And his well known
savvy in handling and investing money has
helped the Jewish
Federation
of
Greater Atlanta (as
well as his many
lucky
clients)
thrive.
Now, Cort has
joined French, Wolf
& Farr to help families, foundations,
and endowments
build and maintain
Investment advis- their wealth in these
er Cort Haber
perilous times.
We think the
Bulldogs might be a better bet these days
than the stock market, but we haven’t yet
figured a way to invest in them.
SO MANY BOARDS, SO LITTLE TIME.
Hard-charging entrepreneur Barry Flink,
executive vice president and partner at
Atlanta-based Flex HR, is so much in
demand to serve on
various boards of
directors that he
finally reached an
apex of 14 boards.
Barry has a hard
time refusing an
invitation to serve on
a board of a business
firm or community
organization, but we
Board Member wonder—does he
really go to all those
Barry Flink
meetings?
Anyway, Barry’s
doctor has—wisely, we think—advised him
to slow down a bit and resign from some
boards. Which, we figure, is sort of like asking the editors here at the JG to stop changing our quirky columns and taking out the
best stuff.
But, unlike us, Barry outsmarted his
doc, quipping, “He said I had to get off of
some; but he didn’t say I couldn’t accept
another board, so now I’m back on 14.” His
latest is the Edge Connection, whose mission is to create opportunities for long-term
economic self-sufficiency and successful
entrepreneurship training for low-to-moderate income individuals.
We like to say that we stopped going to
meetings years ago, but come to think of it,
we really haven’t been invited to any in a
while. To paraphrase Groucho, we’d never
join a board that would have us as a member.
MARTHA HEYMAN. Martha always had a
smile and a kind word whenever we would
see her around town, but her modesty prevented us from really appreciating how
much she did and how hard she worked for
the community.
Martha moved to Atlanta in 1961 after
marrying attorney Herbert Ringel, and she
immediately set out to fix the problems she
encountered in our society.
Calling herself a “professional volunSee HAPPENING, page 5
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Bar Mitzvahs
From page 1

The Simons: parents Michelle and
Gary, with Michael and (front, from
left) Kyle and Aaron (photo: Eric
Wittmayer)

Noah Newman (photo: Eric Bern)

Asher Newman (photo: Eric Bern)

Drew Shulman (from left), Rhonda
Taubin, Brett Shulman, and Scott
Shulman (photo: Helene Glassman)

Brett Shulman and Drew Shulman
(photo: Helene Glassman)

Aaron Simon (right) and Kyle Simon
with Rabbi Ron Segal (photo: Eric
Wittmayer)

The New Man Group performed at
the kickoff to the Newmansʼ bʼnei
mitzvah party. Pictured: (from left)
Kyle Newman, Dad Randy Newman,
Asher Newman, Mark Gallegos,
Noah
Newman,
and
Jacob
Schlanger (photo: Eric Bern)
ily and friends from all parts of the country.
How did these young men deal with
their disabilities and master the difficulties
of participating in a bar mitzvah service?
Where did they get their tutoring and help?
They are all students of Amit’s Gar’inim
Program.
The school serves children with moderate to severe learning disabilities in
Kindergarten through 8th grade, working to
meet the individual needs of each child. The
Gar’inim Program, a school within a
school, is currently housed at The Alfred &
Adele Davis Academy, which has welcomed it with open arms.
“I am so proud of Kyle, Asher, and
Drew,” said Amit Executive Director Linda
Zimmerman. “They are extraordinary boys
who have worked hard to achieve this milestone in their lives. They are truly an example to all of us as to what anyone is capable
of accomplishing, if only given the opportunity.
“We are so lucky to have such wonderful families such as the Simons, Newmans,
and Shulmans in our program. Their support of their children and the Amit Program
is unwavering.”

Noah (left) and Asher drop off items
at The William Breman Jewish
Home. As part of their mitzvah project, the boys collected items for The
Home, Camp Twin Lakes, and
Temple Sinaiʼs Rabbi Kranz Reading
Center. (photo: Eric Bern)
The Amit Program was started in 2001,
after an Atlanta pilot group visited other
cities that had similar programs in operation. One of the group members was Linda
Bressler, an Amit past president. She
recalled the monumental task of finding a
facility for the school, setting the curriculum, hiring qualified teachers, and raising
money. The reward has been a program that
addresses the needs of the children and
allows for participation in the non-academic programming at The Davis Academy.
This has resulted in friendships between
students in the two schools. Fittingly, the
Hebrew word “amit” means friend, and
that’s at the core of the program, which
stresses Jewish education, as well as
schooling these children with their siblings.
Amit’s Gar’inim program began over a
decade ago with three students. Today, the
school has 44 students who are learning to
cope with their disabilities and taking
advantage of the opportunities offered by
Amit.
There are many challenges as well as
great rewards in teaching and helping these
children. For example, teachers worked
tirelessly to help a young, non-verbal boy,
but nothing seemed to work. One Friday
night, the boy sat with his family at the din-

ner table, and as they began the Shabbat
service, the boy started reciting the
Hamotzeh. The family was overwhelmed.
Apparently, he had heard the prayer over
and over in his Amit class and finally was
able to verbalize it.
Gar’inim is only one aspect of the services provided by The Amit Program.
Through the Taylor Family Speaker Series;

Happening
From page 4
teer,” she worked on such issues as civil
rights and race relations, maternal and infant
nutrition, and daycare. She even organized a
job-counseling group called A-WOW
(Atlanta’s Wider Opportunities for Women).
“Martha was always on the front line,
contributing to the well-being of our city,”

Amit University, which provides professional development; The Amit Parent
Network listserv support group; Early
Intervention; and many other programs,
Amit is helping educate the community
about special needs and the potential in all
of our children.
For more information, go to www.amitatlanta.org.

said Sam Massell, former Atlanta mayor,
current mayor of Buckhead, and president
of the Buckhead Coalition.
In 2000, she married her decade-long
boyfriend Joseph Heyman when he was
almost 90. Sadly, he died a year later.
Martha Strassburger Heyman died in
May. It is a huge loss for our community,
and she will be greatly missed.

Page 6

THE JEWISH GEORGIAN

July-August 2010

October 2 dinner will
support cancer research
cial and rare selections from their own collections.
Last year’s event raised $60,000 net
for the T.J. Martell Foundation and, in turn,
for Emory’s Winship Cancer Institute.
Winship was recently designated a National
Cancer Institute, making it the first medical
facility in Georgia to earn this distinction.
At the May 13 host committee kick off, Joel
Katz stated that this year’s goal is
to raise $160,000 for the foundation.
“We already have more than 15
distinguished wine hosts confirmed
to share wines from their personal
cellars,” said Joel Katz, event cochair. “On behalf of the host committee, I can say we are not only
excited to produce this event but
are honored to be able to support
one of the country’s elite cancer
centers, right here in our own city.”
Mark Goldman (from left), Devyne Stephens, Throughout the evening, there will
and Joel Katz at the host committee kick off be silent and live auctions that will
include celebrity wine, art, travel
Atlanta’s Best Cellars Dinner—co- packages, and music memorabilia. One of
chaired by Joel Katz, chairman of the last year’s items was a one-of-a-kind
Global Entertainment and Media Group of bronze medallion, created as a tribute to
Greenberg Traurig-Atlanta, and Mark Michael Jackson and purchased by Upfront
Goldman,
CEO,
Amore di Acqua
LLC—brings
together 25 of
Atlanta’s top wine
collectors to exhibit
the best of their personal collections.
The black-tie affair
will provide 250
guests with a fourcourse dinner, prepared by a celebrity
Bob Heatherly (from left), John Bevilaqua, Dayna Carney,
guest chef.
The
event’s Joel Katz, Devyne Stephens, Michele Caplinger,
unique
appeal Catherine Jones, Holly Hawkins, David Kurzweil, Mark
includes
having Goldman, and Niko Karatassos at the host committee
some of the coun- kick off
try’s top private
wine collectors serve as hosts and guests at Megatainment CEO Devyne Stephens.
each table, recommending and sharing spe“This is one of those wonderful opportunities that allows the arts community to
support a cause and a family dear to us all.
The T.J. Martell Foundation was a priority
for Michael Jackson, and the medallion is a
reminder of his philanthropy,” said
Stephens.
The T.J. Martell Foundation is a nonprofit organization that supports leukemia,
cancer, and AIDS research. Founded in
1975 by music industry executive Tony
Martell and his colleagues, in loving memory of his son, T.J., who died of leukemia,
the foundation has raised more than $225
million.
Tables for 10 guests are $6,000, and
individual tickets are $650. Tables and tickets may be purchased at bestcellarsdinners.com or at 615-256-2002.
This fall, Atlantans can enjoy a unique
night of dining and wine tasting, all to benefit a good cause. Greenberg Traurig and
Upfront Megatainment will present the second annual Atlanta’s Best Cellars Dinner,
October 2, at the Ritz-Carlton, Buckhead.
The proceeds from the dinner fund a cancer
research fellowship at the Winship Cancer
Institute of Emory University.
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25 Years
From page 1
school for 16 years, and the welcoming of
Rabbi Naphtali Hoff, TDSA’s new head of
school.
The event was a showcase of student
artwork done throughout the year, turning
the gym and adjoining hallway into a colorful art gallery. Even the waiters, who wore
berets and carried trays in the shape of
artist’s palettes, added to the theme. The
celebration also honored the faculty and
staff, each of whom received a painting, by
Atlanta artist and calligrapher Marcy
Karon, that featured a tree of life and a
meaningful message.
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Rabbi Rosenbaum, Torah Day has prepared,
shaped, guided, and created a generation of
Jewish leadership. Indeed, an eternity of
Jewish leadership. He was supported every
step of the way by Mrs. Rosenbaum and
each and every person in this room. Our
entire community is grateful to the
Rosenbaums for their leadership, kindness,
and impact on our community.”

Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta
President Steve Rakitt

Marcy Kalnitz, president of the Board
of Trustees; auctioneer Dr. Eli
Berman,
and
Rabbi
Dovid
Kapenstein, TDSA executive director, during the live auction of student
artwork
Most of the evening was a tribute to
Rabbi Rosenbaum, who wasn’t present
because he, along with his wife, Malka, left
for Israel two weeks before the dinner to
seek medical care for Mrs. Rosenbaum and
be closer to their children and grandchildren. (Mrs. Rosenbaum, who was also a pillar of the community, died June 9.)
At the dinner, everyone who spoke
(some in person and some via moving
videos) painted a picture of a rabbi who
taught by example, raised TSDA’s academic standards to create a United States Blue
Ribbon School of Excellence, and
expressed a deep love of Torah and mitzvos.
Through a megaphone each morning, Rabbi
Rosenbaum offered words of self-esteem
and belief in G-d, and the children recited
along with him: “I am a worthwhile person,
because I am created b’tzelem Elokim (in
the image of G-d). Everything I think, say,
and do must show that I am created
b’tzelem Elokim.” His nachas calls to parents, devotion to each child, and availability to all will be long remembered.
In an earlier interview in his office,
TDSA Executive Director Rabbi Dovid
Kapenstein said that everyone felt listened
to and understood by Rabbi Rosenbaum.
And at the dinner, Jewish Federation of
Greater Atlanta President Steve Rakitt said,
“It’s been said that ‘a teacher affects eternity; one can never tell where his or her influence stops.’ Under the loving guidance of

Rabbi Hoff praised his predecessor in
his d’var Torah. “He helped mold the character of hundreds of young men and
women,” he said. Rabbi Hoff then told how
over a year ago, an educator had seen Rabbi
Rosenbaum in Jerusalem, davening for a
long time at The Kotel as he held a piece of
paper. The paper contained the names of the
over 300 students at TDSA, and Rabbi
Rosenbaum concentrated on the name of
each child as he prayed for his or her welfare. Rabbi Hoff said that the man who
shared this story with him added, “You’ve
got big shoes to fill.”
In 1984, Torah Day School of Atlanta
was the dream of 70 families who became
its founders. Ben Rabinowitz and Dr. Mike
Feinerman co-chaired a committee to get
people started. Dr. Sheldon May and his
wife, Naomi, now assistant head of school
at TDSA, chaired the education committee.
According to Dr. Henry Falk, director of the
National Center for Environmental Health,
who was the school’s first president, he and
others were looking for a day school like
the ones they attended in the North.
With the encouragement of Rabbi
Emanuel Feldman and Rabbi Ilan Feldman,
Torah Day School of Atlanta opened in
September 1985, with 19 children, in
Congregation Or VeShalom’s educational
wing. A few months later, TDSA moved to
its first building, a former daycare center
off Buford Highway. Here, 1st- and 2ndgraders grew under the direction of Rabbi
Eliezer Vilinsky and his staff of four teachers, including Mrs. Miriam Feldman, Mrs.
Miryam Vilinsky, and Mrs. Susan Krohn
(who’s still teaching at Torah Day), and me.
The next year, 3rd and 4th grades were
added. By the third year, the school had outgrown its facility and moved to a wing of
Yeshiva Atlanta, on Raymond Drive, in
Chamblee. Rabbi Moshe Miller became the
principal, and Mrs. Linda Rabinowitz
became the general studies resource specialist. Now, she’s general studies principal.

The 5th, 6th, and 7th grades were
added before TDSA moved to three storefronts on Montreal Road, in Tucker.
Although the outside of the building, which
included tiny fenced-in tar playgrounds,
was limiting, inside, the school was
expanding. Curricula were broadened, specialists in science and the arts were hired,
and a kindergarten program began under the
expert direction of Morah Dena Friedman.
In 1994, Rabbi Kalmen Rosenbaum
was interviewed for the job of principal.
After the faculty met with him, they sent a
note to the board of directors: “Give him a
lifetime contract!” Rabbi Rosenbaum didn’t
stay for life, but he gave new life to the
school both on Montreal Road and during
the years at its present location—a threestory building on LaVista Road with a spacious chapel, full-size library, media/computer center, resource rooms, science lab,
expansive grounds with playing fields and
gardens, and the regulation-sized gymnasium where the 25th anniversary celebration
was held.
TDSA Board of Trustees President
Mrs. Marcy Kalnitz and Search Committee
Chairs Dr. Aaron Feldman and Mrs. Rifky
Neuberger are confident that they’ve found
a worthy successor for Rabbi Rosenbaum.
Over the past 12 years, Rabbi Hoff has held
notable positions in the field of education.
From 2005 until now, he was associate principal of Yeshiva Ohr Boruch/Veitzener
Cheder, which is the current Torah
Umesorah School of the Year; there, he was
in charge of the secular studies program.
Before this, he worked for three years as the
principal of a Talmud Torah.
Rabbi Hoff holds two master’s degrees,
one in educational administration and
supervision from Loyola University in
Chicago and the other in secondary education from the City College of New York. In
2004, he received semicha (rabbinical ordi-
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nation) from Rabbi Gedaliah Dov
Schwartz, of the Chicago Rabbinical
Council.

Rabbi and Mrs. Hoff, with 4th-grade
teacher Susan Krohn and her husband, Richard. Mrs. Krohn has been
teaching at the school since it
opened in 1985.
No one can fill the shoes of Rabbi
Rosenbaum, but Rabbi Hoff and his young
family, with the help of G-d, will fill their
own shoes in Atlanta as they guide Torah
Day School of Atlanta to new heights in the
next 25 years.

Assistant Principal and Acting Head
of School Mrs. Naomi May with her
husband, Rabbi Sheldon May
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A small but vibrant community holds on in Vidalia
Vidalia, Georgia, is best known as the
home of the Vidalia onion, which grows in
the region’s low-sulfur soil. While the
sweet onion was discovered in 1931, it was
not until after World War II that it came to
dominate the area’s agriculture. With the
help of a national marketing campaigning
and the Piggly Wiggly chain of supermarkets, this former railroad junction in
Southeast Georgia has become permanently
associated with the Vidalia onion.
But long before the rise of the famous
onion, Vidalia was a regional center for the
area’s tobacco, cotton, and peanut crops.
The town was founded in 1891, when the
Savannah, Americus, and Montgomery
Railroad came to the area. What had been a
small town of 500 people in 1900 grew to a
bustling trading center of 3,500 souls by
1917.
While railroad cars and the produce
they carried lifted the town’s fortunes, the
same railroad also brought a small number
of Jewish immigrants, who sought to benefit from the town’s tremendous growth.
Among the first were Aaron Rosansky and
his brother-in-law, Moses Leader. Both
immigrants from Poland, they met in
Augusta, Georgia. In 1894, they moved to
Vidalia and opened a general store, which
eventually grew into the largest store in the
area.
According to an article in the 1917 city
directory, “the magnificent department
store of Leader & Rosansky is one of the
largest and best equipped in this section of
the state.” The store sold a wide array of
goods, from clothing and home furnishings
to mules and wire fencing. Later, it even
had a self-service grocery department.
When the store had a grand re-opening in
1922, it employed 100 clerks for the event
and gave away 3,912 bottles of Chero-Cola.
Leader & Rosansky’s new store was not
long-lived; the owners closed it when they
retired in 1928, since they had no family
members interested in continuing it.
By 1920, there were a handful of Jews
living in Vidalia, most making their living
in the retail business. This included the
Hackel brothers, two of whom owned a dry
goods store, while another two owned a
junk business. Ads for the Hackel Brothers
Store, which sold “high art clothing” along
with shoes and hats, proclaimed it as “the
store of small profits.” Joseph Hackel was
the first brother to emigrate from Russia,
arriving in the U.S. in 1901. He and his
wife, Rosa, also a Russian immigrant, were
living in Georgia by 1911. Hackel’s brothers soon came to join him in Vidalia. By
1929, the extended Hackel family had
moved to Jacksonville, Florida, selling their
dry goods store to another Jewish family
that would become a pillar of the local
Jewish community for the next 80 years.
Hyman Estroff was just barely born in
America; his mother had come from Russia
just a few weeks before his birth in 1906.
Settling in Savannah, Hyman’s father,
Simon, was a peddler who would travel

BY Stuart
Rockoff

The Hackel Bros. advertises its
Easter Sale.
around the region, but would always return
home for Shabbat. An observant Jew,
Simon slaughtered his own kosher meat. In
1908, he opened a store in Louisville,
Georgia. In 1929, his son Hyman moved to
Vidalia and bought the Hackel Bros. Dry
Goods Store. Hyman’s brother William
already lived in nearby Lyons, where he
owned a store with his cousin Sam Estroff.
Hyman opened Estroff’s store and moved it
to the old location of the Leader &
Rosansky store in 1940. His son Donald
took over the family business, running the
store until it closed in 1991.

This building was home to both the
Leader & Rosansky and Estroffʼs
stores.
In 1925, Max and Fannie Smith came
to Vidalia and opened a shoe repair and

shoe store. Later, they opened Max Smith’s
Department Store. Son Ben Smith took over
the store from his parents and ran it with his
sister, Doris Smith Foskey, until the late
1980s, when it closed. For much of the 20th
century, Estroff’s and Max Smith’s stood
across Main Street from each other, anchoring Vidalia’s downtown business district.
Both families became leaders of the local
business community and were active in
civic affairs. Both Hyman and his son
Donald won the Citizen of the Year award
given by the local Kiwanis Club. Ben Smith
won this honor as well. But when new
shopping centers and a mall diverted their
customers from downtown, the two stores
were unable to survive. Several other
Jewish-owned stores in Vidalia have closed
during the last few decades, including
Bailey’s Department Store and Seymour’s
Ladies Clothing Store.
Vidalia’s Jewish community was not
exclusively centered in retail business.
After World War II, a handful of Jewish
manufacturers from the Northeast came to
the South in search of cheaper labor, which
they found in Vidalia. Murray Olewitz
brought his Globe Manufacturing Company
to Vidalia and sent his son Joel to run it.
New Yorker Louis Ratner opened the
Hazelhurst Manufacturing Company in
Vidalia and Hazelhurst, Georgia. His son
Allan moved to Vidalia to run the local
plant. The business with the largest impact
on the Vidalia Jewish community was
Rosebud Manufacturing. This lingerie factory was owned by David Grossman, who
lived in New York. Grossman, who was
close friends with local community leader
Ben Smith, agreed to build a synagogue for
the small number of Jews in Vidalia in
1969.
The Jews of Vidalia had always worshipped in either Macon or Savannah, their
numbers not sufficient to support a full-time
congregation. In 1937, only 23 Jews lived
in Vidalia. But in 1964, with the influx of
Jewish manufacturers from the North,
Vidalia Jews finally organized a congregation, Beth Israel. Hyman Estroff was the
first president, and Ben Smith was the vice
president. One of the group’s first actions
was to establish a religious school, which
was run by a group of women in the congregation: Anita Estroff, Sylvia Brown,
Phyllis Levine, and Bebe Smith. The congregation used a local Women’s Club building for both services and the religious
school.
In Beth Israel’s early years, Rabbi
Nathan Kohen of the Fitzgerald Hebrew
Congregation would come once a month to
lead services. When he was no longer able
to continue serving Beth Israel, the congregation was informally adopted by the
Orthodox congregation B’nai B’rith Jacob,
in Savannah. Their rabbi, A.I. Rosenberg,
assigned one of the congregation’s young
rabbis, Borach Taub, to work with the members of Beth Israel.
With the assistance of David

Grossman, Beth Israel, which had fourteen
member households, dedicated its synagogue, a small, star-shaped building, in
1969. After the dedication, the congregation
hosted a banquet in honor of Grossman, at
which Vidalia mayor Hugh Dixon praised
the work and progress of Beth Israel. The
congregation acquired a Holocaust Torah
from Czechoslovakia, under a loan program
run by the Westminster Synagogue in
London. Today, Beth Israel still uses this
Torah, the only scroll that sits in its ark.

Members of Beth Israel celebrate the
groundbreaking for their synagogue
in 1969.

Beth Israelʼs small synagogue is in
the shape of a Star of David.
What makes Beth Israel unique when
compared to other small-town Southern
congregations is its adherence to Orthodox
Judaism. Vidalia’s Jewish community was
founded by Eastern European Jews, who
worked to maintain traditional religious
practices in their worship, even as they had
to compromise in their daily lives.
Storeowners had to keep their businesses
open on Saturdays, and kosher meat could
be difficult to find. Some Jews got meat
from Savannah and maintained kosher
homes. Most drove to shul, rather than
walking. Despite these difficulties, many
Vidalia Jews belonged to the Orthodox
B’nai B’rith Jacob congregation in
Savannah, and once the historic Savannah
shul began to serve Beth Israel, the congregation was further drawn to Orthodoxy. Ben
Smith, the longtime president of the congregation, worked to maintain its Orthodox
rituals.
Beth Israel has a mechitzah, which
bisects the tiny sanctuary, separating male
and female worshippers. The small kitchen
is kosher and contains detailed instructions
See VIDALIA page 17
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Mel Young, chronicler of Jewish war heroes
Our friend Melvin Asher Young, a
frequent Jewish Georgian contributor who
passed away in late 2009, was a proud and
patriotic American Jew who wrote extensively about the role of Jewish soldiers in
American military history. He made a
major and unique contribution to the history of Jews in the U.S. Armed forces.
Born in 1930, Mel graduated in 1952
from the United States Military Academy
at West Point, served as a lieutenant in the
military during the Korean conflict and in
Japan, and spent the rest of his life serving
his family and the community. He was
devoted to his wife of 52 years, Sonia,
also a respected community leader, and
his daughter, Melanie Anne YoungRansom, who lives in New York City with
her husband, David.
A brilliant CPA, Mel served as president of the Mizpah Congregation and of
the Jewish Community Center in
Chattanooga. He was renowned as an
oenophile, and, as “the Wine Professor,”
taught a course in wine appreciation at the
University of Tennessee for 30 years. He
had a large collection of rare wines in his
wine cellar and often donated bottles of
some of the best to charities.
Mel enthusiastically researched,
spoke, and wrote about Jewish warriors,
mainly from the American Revolution
through the War of 1812, the War Between

political correctness.
Mel wrote many articles and books
on Jewish military heroes, including
Where They Lie, The Last Order of the
Lost Cause, Bitter Tears I Shed for Thee,
and his last book, Uriah, the story of
Uriah Phillips Levy, who reached the
highest rank in the U.S. Navy and is credthe States, and World Wars I and II.
ited with abolishing flogging as punishHe was parment.
ticularly proud of
He taught us
the brave Jewish
much about our
Confederates who
own family’s early
fought so courahistory, which was
geously and hondiscussed in sevorably for their
eral of his books,
homeland,
but
most notably The
whose acts of
Last Order of the
valor have been
Lost Cause, which
largely ignored by
is the story of our
Jewish historians,
ancestor
Major
who seem embarRaphael
Jacob
rassed
that
Moses,
who
Southern Jews, as
attended the last
part
of
the
meeting and carConfederate army,
ried out the Last
would so loyally
Order
of
the
fight for their
Confederate
Mel Young
country against an
Government.
often cruel invadMel used to call
ing army from the North. But Mel was
us up excitedly whenever he discovered
devoted to telling The Truth about history,
another Jewish war hero or an ancestor of
and that he did, without fear, favor, or
ours who had served in combat in some

BY Reg
Regenstein

early American war. He once sent us a
family tree that showed we were somehow
collaterally and distantly related both to
General Robert E. Lee and Abraham
Lincoln! We never would have taken it so
seriously had it not come from Mel, who
scrupulously and diligently researched his
subjects.
Mel was always full of energy, good
cheer, and optimism. His office, full of
client files and accounting materials, was
a treasure trove of Civil War books, magazines, memorabilia, swords, artwork, and
Confederate currency—all seemingly disorganized and chaotic, but Mel knew
where everything was and could quickly
retrieve anything he needed. A perfect
example of organized chaos.
We feel blessed and honored to have
had Mel as our friend and as a contributor
to this publication, for he was perhaps the
greatest living Jewish military historian in
his later years, keeping alive the memories of our brave soldiers who, throughout
the history of America, fought against
great odds for freedom and for their country.
Mel is gone, but his writings, his
research, and his persistent tributes to
Jewish-American soldiers will live on and
enrich the history of Our People for generations to come.

NORC offers the gift of aging in place
Ever heard of NORC? You probably
have, but I must admit the name was new
to me until recently. As one of thousands
of senior citizens in metro Atlanta, I
believe the services offered by this
unique organization will be of tremendous help to me, so I decided to join.
NORC
(Naturally
Occurring
Retirement Communities) helps seniors
remain at home and not end up in nursing
homes. Just ask Betty Codner, whose husband, Saul, stopped walking a few
months ago. “I heard about Meyer Balser
NORC and checked it out,” Betty
explains. “Saul is now an avid member,
using its wonderful programs. He would
not miss the monthly luncheon and even
goes to an exercise class every week.”
Georgia NORC now serves three
communities in metro Atlanta, including
the Meyer Balser NORC, located in The
Zaban Tower on Howell Mill Road and
serving the Buckhead area. Among its
many partner organizations are The
William Breman Jewish Home (the lead
agency), Lifespan Resources, Piedmont
Hospital Sixty Plus Program, Housemate
Match, and One Good Deed. NORC
members are male and female, of diverse

BY Evie
Wolfe
faiths, races, and origins.
“The best way to find out what we
offer seniors is to visit us,” says Anne
Davis, Meyer Balser NORC outreach
coordinator. “We have many kinds of programs, including tai chi and regular exercise classes, and entertainment at our
monthly luncheons. The food is good, and
door prizes add to the fun.”
Volunteers help NORC in many
ways, particularly in serving and cleaning
up at the luncheons, which are free to
members.
Services include discounts and
rebates for the Lifeline Personal
Emergency Response System, information and referrals, and financial assistance
when needed to lower the cost of glasses
and hearing aids.
“I had to stop seeing my friends,”
says Ellen, “because my hearing had got-

Members enjoying the monthly
NORC luncheon with Doc Shulman

Member and daughter enjoying
luncheon

ten so bad I could not join in any conversations.” NORC helped her get hearing
aids through the Georgia Lions
Lighthouse and helped with the co-pay.
Funding for NORC programs has
been adversely affected by cuts in the
State of Georgia’s budget. Gaining new
members will help at this critical time.
If you have questions about programs, services, or membership fees at
Meyer Balser NORC, call Anne Davis at
404-355-5696. For information on NORC
in Toco Hill or in East Point, call Karen
Harvell at 770-677-9318.

Members playing games with JFGA
Young Leadership Council
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Erwin Zaban . . .
a practical visionary
When I moved to Atlanta in 1956 to
take my first job, the Jewish population was
estimated to be in the range of 10,000 to
15,000 residents. This figure had ballooned
to approximately 120,000 people by 2006,
and it has increased even more since that
time.
This growth dictated a demand for a
commensurate increase in the structure of
communal activities and services for the
Jewish community and a leadership to recognize need and guide the development.
Look at what has been accomplished and
you will see the leadership and effort that
produced the benefits that we enjoy in
2010.
On July 6, we learned the sad news of
the passing of one of the architects of this
transformation: Erwin Zaban.
Zaban was one of those individuals
who was both willing and able to give of
himself, his advice, and his financial support to make the necessary changes reality.
We only have to look at the Zaban Campus
of the Marcus Jewish Community Center,
the Zaban Tower on the campus of The
William Breman Jewish Home, and The
Temple Zaban Night Shelter for the
Homeless to see some of the major components of the physical facilities that he was
instrumental in bringing into being.

BY Marvin
Botnick
But Erwin was more than that; he was
a go-to guy who was sought out for counsel
and guidance. As a successful businessman
who had been a major factor in growing
one of the premier companies in Atlanta, he
understood structure, planning, and delegating, all of which he brought to bear in
his communal activities. He moved easily
in the general Atlanta community as well as
the Jewish community, and he understood
that it was not the possession of money and
material items that was important; it was
what you did with these that counted.
The height and size of a building is
dictated by its foundation. Erwin Zaban
was one of the lead architects in designing
a functional, communal structural foundation to serve the present needs and upon
which many additions can be safely added.
Many of us have benefited from his quiet,
resonating advice, and all of the Atlanta
Jewish community has and will continue to
benefit from his journey in our midst.

Erwin Zaban: A Lifetime of Service
Photographed in front of his portrait at the Zaban Campus of the
Marcus Jewish Community Center (Photo: PeachtreePix.com)
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This summer at Center Theatre
TEENS DO RENT. Center Theatre at the Marcus Jewish Community Center of Atlanta
(MJCCA) will present Rent: School Edition, an adaptation of Jonathan Larson’s Pulitzerprize winning Broadway musical Rent, based loosely on Puccini’s opera La Bohème.
Running July 27-August 1,
this Teen Summer Stock
production will take place
in Center Theatre’s Morris
& Rae Frank Theatre, located at the MJCCA, 5342
Tilly
Mill
Road,
Dunwoody. Rent: School
Edition is recommended for
ages 13 to adult.
Rent:
School
Edition follows a year in
the lives of a group of
impoverished young artists
and musicians living the
disappearing Bohemian
lifestyle in New York’s East
Village under the shadow of
Center Theatreʼs RENT - School Edition cast (Photo: AIDS, with both its physiDina Shadwell)
cal and emotional complications. Rent: School
Edition is about a community of individuals who support each other’s differences, while
striving to become successful members of society by doing something they believe in.
Classic songs include “La Vie Bohème,” “I Should Tell You,” “Seasons of Love,” and
“I’ll Cover You.” Rent: School Edition will be directed by Brian Kimmel and produced by
MJCCA Assistant Director of Arts & Culture Dina Shadwell.
Howard Hyman, chairman of the MJCCA’s Arts & Culture Committee, says, “We at
Center Theatre understand the subject matter Jonathan Larson chose to address contains
mature topics. But these are realistic, contemporary, relevant topics about a group of young
people trying to discover who they are, what they stand for, and who they can trust. We welcome this award-winning show to the Center Theatre stage.”
Performances are July 27-29, 8:00 p.m.; July 31, 10:00 p.m.; and August 1, 3:00 p.m.
and 7:00 p.m.
Reserved seating tickets are $20-$22, with discounts for MJCCA members, seniors, and
students.
LAUGHTER IS THE BEST THERAPY. Following on the heels of the Off-Broadway comedy hit, My Mother’s Italian, My Father’s Jewish, and I’m in Therapy, written and performed
by Steve Solomon, Center Theatre at the MJCCA is presenting the next installment, STILL in
Therapy. Turning his lifetime experiences with unbelievable, yet universally familiar, family
members into a one-man comedy, Solomon has entertained audiences throughout the country. STILL in
Therapy will run August 5-15, in the Morris & Rae Frank
Theatre.
STILL in Therapy takes the audience from Solomon’s
babyhood with his twin sister up to the present and introduces Uncle Willie, Stuttering Cousin Bob, Demented
Cousin Kenny, Solomon’s new therapist, Cousin Sal and
his parole officer, and myriad other characters. Steve
Solomon brings them to life using his gift for creating
voices, dialects, and wacky sound effects.
A native of Brooklyn, Solomon grew up in the multiethnic neighborhood of Sheepshead Bay. As the class
clown, he learned at an early age how to use his gift for
imitating accents to his advantage. He also realized that he
was a prolific writer of jokes. Blinded by the glitz of show
Steve Solomon
business, he submitted dozens of his stories to periodicals,
friends, and stand-up comics that he knew in the business.
Solomon has headlined throughout the United States and Europe for more than 20 years.
Reserved seating tickets are $20-$25, with discounts for students, seniors, and MJCCA
members. Performances are 8:00 p.m., August 5, 10, 11, and 12; 8:30 p.m., August 7 and 14;
2:00 p.m., August 8; and 2:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., August 15.
—————To purchase tickets for either of these performances, call the Center Theatre Box Office
at 678-812-4002, or visit www.CenterTheatreAtlanta.org.
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Holocaust-focused masterworks offered to Georgia collectors
In 2010, the International Rescue
Committee (IRC), which was founded in
the 1930s by Albert Einstein to help the
Jews escape from Europe, will celebrate the
resettlement of the 20,000th refugee in
Georgia.
IRC Atlanta will commemorate this
milestone by offering a rare portfolio of 12
original lithographs by art world masters,
originally commissioned by renowned
humanitarian Varian Fry in the 1960s. Fry is
celebrated for his rescue of Jewish artists
and intellectuals during World War II.
Three hundred editions of the portfolio
were made, after which the plates were
destroyed. Of the original multicolor lithographs by such world-famous artists as
Marc Chagall, Joan Miro, Robert
Motherwell, and others, only 35 complete
collections are available today. IRC Atlanta
is offering the original portfolio of 12 to the
serious art collector, to help fund its continuing efforts on behalf of the world’s
refugees.
In 2010, IRC Atlanta will resettle more
than 1,000 refugees, matching the record
numbers of refugees aided in 2009. All
refugees are invited into the country by the
U.S. State Department.
“The Flight portfolio is a powerful representation of the plight of Jews and others
who were persecuted and displaced during
World War II,” said Ellen Beattie, executive
director of IRC Atlanta. “It was created by
some of the greatest artists of the 20th century, who were directly affected by the horrors of war.” The art collection was the
brainchild of Varian Fry, one of IRC’s earliest employees, who, in 1996, posthumously
became the first American to receive the
“Righteous Among Nations” medal from
Israel and whose life is the subject of a U.S.
Holocaust Museum traveling exhibition.
Fry worked tirelessly to help more than 200
European artists escape Nazism.
In 1940, shortly after the world
watched Nazi troops march down the
Champs-Elysées in Paris, Varian Fry, a 32-

year-old American editor, traveled to France
on behalf of the IRC. His mission: to rescue
some of Europe’s most famous artists and
intellectuals who had fled to France, many
of whose names were on the Nazis’ “mostwanted” list. Fry arrived in Marseille with
$3,000 strapped to one of his legs and a list
of some 200 artists thought to be in particular danger. But once Fry began working, he
recognized that the need was much greater.
So he expanded his mission to rescue many
more in flight from the Nazis and their collaborators.
Over the next 13 months, Fry and a
handful of Americans and French, supported by the IRC, helped at least 1,500
refugees escape from France to Spain.
Among those spirited out of France were
the painters Marc Chagall and Max Ernst,
philosopher Hannah Arendt, and the Nobel
Prize-winning medical researcher Otto
Meyerhof. Within a year, the collaborationist Vichy French government learned of
Fry’s efforts, and in August 1941, he was
expelled for “helping Jews and anti-Nazis.”
In 1942, the IRC office was raided and
closed. Later in his life, Fry remained an
active supporter of IRC’s efforts. In the
1960s, he reached out to 12 prominent
artists—including several whom he personally helped flee Europe—and asked each to
create an original work based on the subject
of flight, in order to raise funds for IRC’s
continued work. The result is the Flight
portfolio, 35 of which remain today and
which IRC Atlanta is offering to raise funds
for its ongoing work. Included are pieces by
Marc Chagall, Alexander Calder, Jacques
Lipchitz, Eugene Berman, Adolph Gottlieb,
Vieira da Silva, Eduoard Pignon, Joan Miró,
Wifredo Lam, Robert Motherwell, Fritz
Wotruba, and André Masson.
For more information about viewing
the Flight portfolio or to learn about IRC
Atlanta’s activities, contact Kimberly
Fulghum, manager of resource development, IRC Atlanta, at 678-636-8929 or
Kimberly.Fulghum@theIRC.org.

Works from IRCʼs Flight portfolio by Marc Chagall, Joan Miro, André
Masson, and Jacques Lipchitz

Freedom Fete
The
International
Rescue
Committee (IRC) Atlanta will celebrate
the resettlement of its 20,000th refugee
to Georgia at its annual Freedom Fete
gala, taking place this year on September
11, in the penthouse suite of law firm
Nelson Mullins, in Atlantic Station.
The 4th annual fundraiser, which
also commemorates IRC Atlanta’s 31st
anniversary, will be emceed by CNN
International Anchor Isha Sesay. Guests
will enjoy international cuisine and a live
auction.
IRC Atlanta was established in
1979. Since then, it has resettled 20,000
victims of war and persecution from over
45 countries to this community, from
Vietnamese and Cambodians in the
1980s to, most recently, Iraq, Myanmar,
Bhutan, and Afghanistan, among others.
IRC Atlanta, the state’s largest refugee
resettlement agency, expects to assist
more than 1,000 refugees in 2010.
Tickets for Freedom Fete are $100
per person; reservations can be made at
theIRC.org/Atlanta. For more informa-

Isha Sesay
tion, contact Kimberly Fulghum at 678636-8929
or
Kimberly.Fulghum@theIRC.org.
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JF&CS NEWS
WORLD REFUGEE DAY CELEBRATION. Resilience. Perseverance. Creativity.
These are some of the inspiring qualities of
refugees throughout the world. World
Refugee Day is observed across the country, honoring the diverse refugees who have
resettled in the United States and those who
are still in refugee camps waiting to get to
safety and achieve stability.
Millions of refugees have been uprooted and fled their homes due to persecution.
More than 3,000 refugees come to Georgia
each year. JF&CS is one of six resettlement
agencies that receive refugees in this state.
On June 18, at the Clarkston
Community Center, local groups and agencies gathered to honor and celebrate refugee
communities. About 400 refugees, ranging
in age from newborns to older adults, came
to the event, which was organized by
Atlanta refugee resettlement agencies, with
the support of the Georgia Department of
Human Services. Jewish Family & Career
Services (JF&CS) was one of the event
sponsors and actively participated on the
organizing committee. JF&CS International
Services staff members volunteered
throughout the day, helping with parking,
setting up, serving food, and cleaning up.
Multicultural food, music, and entertainment were the main themes of the day.
Attendees enjoyed a warm welcome from
State Refugee Coordinator Michael

Singleton, followed by a program hosted by
emcee Thanh Bui, who introduced
Bhutanese dance performers and the group
Coconut Drum. Fire trucks were right outside the building, with a team of firefighters
doing safety demonstrations.
This year marks 30 years since the
inception of the Office of Refugee
Resettlement (ORR), and this event was a
perfect way to celebrate refugees’ success
in the United States. Eskinder Negash,
director of ORR, sent out a national notice
on World Refugee Day, encouraging everyone who works with refugees to embrace a
renewed sense of commitment to the work
they do—restoring hope and dignity for
some of the world’s most vulnerable individuals.
“During the past three decades,
refugees have made considerable contributions to American society,” he said. “They
have enriched our culture and diversity;
they have made significant economic contributions and revitalized communities; and
they have, perhaps most important, taught
us about the power of the human spirit and
the courage to overcome adversity.”
IT’S LIVE! On June 29, JF&CS launched
its brand-new website. To find out what’s
happening at the agency or to learn how to
get
involved,
visit
YourToolsForLiving.com.
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JNF is much more than trees
By Honey Workman
Google “Israel” today, and what will
you see? “Turkey Investigating Israel’s
Raid on Aid Ship,” “UN Investigates
Israel’s Tactics,” or “The Real Threat Israel
Faces Today Is Not Destruction, But
Delegitimization.” But, in early May, as
part of JNF Atlanta’s Heart and Soul
Mission, I saw an Israel that was so much
more than what the headlines report.
Through JNF (Jewish National Fund), we
became a part of the vision for a stronger
and more secure Israel.
Our week of travel revolved around
JNF’s Blueprint Negev plan, a ten-year
project initiated to increase the Negev’s
population; improve living conditions via
environmental sustainability projects, agricultural development, and housing; and
increase education, recreation, and tourism
in the region. The ultimate goal is to relocate as many as 300,000 people into the
region.
It was an inspiring glimpse into what
public and private agencies can accomplish
by working together. Red Mountain
Therapeutic Riding Center, on Kibbutz
Grofit, provides therapeutic stimulation and
recreation for as many as 200 mentally or
physically disabled children each week.
The Arava Institute for Environmental

Studies is the leading environmental and
educational program for Israelis and Arabs
to cooperate in solving the physical challenges of the region.
Each day of the Heart and Soul
Mission brought more experiences, highlighting Israel’s advancements in water
recycling, man-made reservoirs, solar energy projects, and therapeutic centers for both
the physically and mentally disabled. The
JNF Indoor Recreation Center in Sderot is
an amazing, upbeat facility, where children
in one of the most dangerous regions of the
country can be safe from rocket attacks.
They can play outside and reach a sheltered
area in only fifteen seconds from the time a
rocket launch has been determined.
The JNF I knew as a child planted trees
in the desert. Our family put coins in the little blue box every Shabbat, before lighting
the candles. But the JNF I see today is
much more than trees. It is about scientific
and humanitarian research and implementation for the betterment of an entire country
and the world as a whole—and even more.
How can a country’s many positive initiatives be overlooked by the larger world?
How can we, as Jews, not make people
more aware of all the good that Israel does
on a daily basis?
Our JNF Heart and Soul Mission began
as a group of eighteen individuals—from

Vidalia

Atlanta, Charleston, and Raleigh—who
barely knew one another. We ended as an
extended family, having shared experiences
we will never forget. We ended the trip with
the pledge to educate our communities
about all that Israel has accomplished and

will continue to accomplish and to help JNF
support these world-benefiting projects. We
ended the trip looking forward to the next
opportunity to share this positive experience.

Atlanta to host major Israel Conference

From page 8
on the proper handling of food, pots, and
dishes. According to Beth Israel’s current
president, Donald Estroff, who took over
leadership of the congregation after Ben
Smith died, the synagogue maintains its
allegiance to Orthodox Judaism out of a
sense of tradition. In recent years, the congregation has brought in an Orthodox rabbi
from Atlanta to lead services on Yom
Kippur. Finding ten men to make the minyan is a challenge for Estroff, and he starts
trying to round up male worshippers several
months in advance. Recently, in an effort to
increase more regular participation, the congregation has agreed to allow optional
mixed-gender seating for regular Friday
night services.
In 2009, there were 12 families who
belonged to Beth Israel. Despite this small
number, the congregation holds weekly
Shabbat services on Fridays nights. While
Beth Israel remains vibrant, its future is in
doubt. The remaining Jewish population is
aging, as most of their children have moved
away to bigger cities, like Atlanta. But as the

JNF Heart & Soul Mission participants in Sde Boker at the David Ben Gurion
Grave Yard, facing Nahal Zin of the Negev Desert. Pictured: (standing, from
left) Bill Rosenberg, Raleigh, North Carolina; Dr. Morris Brown; Michael
Miller; Kathe Brown; Howard Workman; Michael Rothman; Gabrielle Starr;
Ronnie Porat; Beth Gluck; Jody Rothman; Honey Workman; Newton
Klements, Charleston, South Carolina; and Bill Travis; (front row) Jay
Zandman, Al Kleeman, Todd Starr

The mechitzah at Beth Israel reflects
the congregationʼs Orthodox practices.
history of Vidalia’s Jewish community has
shown, it did not take much more than a
minyan to build and maintain an active
Orthodox congregation for the last 46 years.
Readers can learn more about the history of Jewish communities in Georgia by
visiting The Encyclopedia of Southern
Jewish Communities, found at www.isjl.org.
The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of
Southern Jewish Life considers the encyclopedia to be a work in progress and invites
the public to contact Dr. Stuart Rockoff at
Rockoff@isjl.org with additional information related to the history of Jews in Georgia
or other parts of the South.

At a time when Israel is the hottest sessions.
Speakers at last year’s conference,
topic in the news and the Jewish world contemplates whether Israel will even survive, held in Philadelphia, included Israel
Atlanta is preparing to host one of the Ambassador to the United States Michael
Oren, cosmetics magcountry’s largest
nate and JNF Chairman
and most important
Ronald Lauder, and
conferences about
Israeli Vice Prime
the future of the
Minister
Silvan
Jewish state.
Shalom.
Featured
From October
among the speakers for
10-11, Atlanta will
the Atlanta conference
host “Israel On My
Mind,” the Jewish
is Kenneth Stein, director of the Institute for
National Fund’s
the Study of Modern
2010
National
Israel,
at
Emory
Conference at the
University.
InterContinental
Buckhead. More
The conference is
open to the public. JNF
than 600 attendees
organizers are hoping
from across the
for “100 percent particiUnited States are
pation” from Georgia’s
expected for highlevel briefings on
Jewish community. This
is the first time in the
the recent flotilla
history of the 109-yearincident off Israel’s
old JNF that its national
coast, as well as
conference will be held
such topics as:
“Security: Israel,
in Atlanta.
For information on
Iran, and the U.S.,”
registration or to volun“Answers to the
Ken Stein
teer for the conference,
Anti-Israel
contact JNF Southern
Sentiment
on
Campus,” and “Start-Up Nation Live: Zone Director Beth Gluck, 404-236-8990
Israeli Entrepreneurs,” among many other bgluck@jnf.org.
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The Breman Museum nourishes body and soul
During the first week of June, The
Bernard Birnbaum Summer Institute for
Teaching the Holocaust offered educators
and lifelong learners the rare opportunity to
learn about the Holocaust by interweaving
study of this dark hour in human history
with unforgettable eyewitness accounts by
survivors.
The 19th annual summer institute, this
program is underwritten by the Bernard
Birnbaum family—Bernard’s wife, Annie;
son George; daughter Natalie; and his
grandchildren—in loving memory of
Bernard, who, as a young boy in France, fell
victim to the Nazis, losing his father and
miraculously surviving a year in Auschwitz
and then Nazi-occupied France. The institute gives teachers greater knowledge of the
Holocaust and encourages the development
of age-appropriate strategies for teaching
this difficult subject. As Bernard once stated, “If I change the way just one child
thinks, I have done my job.”
—————
On the first Sunday of each month, The
Breman presents “Bearing Witness.” This
series offers the public what every school
tour is privileged to hear—stories from
Atlanta-area Holocaust survivors. Unique
and personal, “Bearing Witness” is one of
The Breman’s best-attended programs,
attracting audiences of more than 150.
During the summer months, members of the
second generation have been sharing their
parents’ experiences. In June, Hank Lewin
spoke, followed by Stan Lefco in July. In
August, Mariella Crea, whose mother was
one of the Righteous Gentiles who rescued
Jews in France, will speak.

—————
Literally satisfying hungers is a new
Breman program, “Nourishing Traditions.”
When Esau sold his birthright for a large
helping of lentils, his dilemma was understandable—there’s nothing better than
megadara, the Egyptian lentil and rice dish.
On June 14, Breman members were treated
to a fabulous array of Sephardic dishes by
Egyptian cousins Suzanne Dinur and
Suzanne Hanein. They demonstrated a variety of Mediterranean-style veggie recipes
and gave participants a chance to work with
phyllo dough and make spanakopita to take
home. This was followed by a delicious
lunch. Foodies can look forward to more
events that showcase cuisines from around
the world.
—————
August 31 will see the close of “Dr.
Seuss Goes to War…and More,” an original
exhibition that has garnered rave reviews
from both young and old.
Numerous programs have accompanied the show. February’s premiere gala
featured Jenny Levison and her sassy
singers, performing a USO-type review to
honor Elinor Breman. In April, there was a
special children’s day, filled with performances and hands-on activities. In June, The
Breman hosted Mike Luckovich, Pulitzer
Prize-winning editorial cartoonist for The
Atlanta Journal-Constitution; he demonstrated his cartooning genius and discussed
how meeting Theodor Geisel (Dr. Seuss)
impacted his life.
The show’s final special event will take
place Sunday, August 22, when Andy
Fisher, past president of Cox TV, will speak

about how war coverage has changed in the
21st century. On this special day honoring
all veterans of the United States military,
The Breman will distribute a tribute journal
featuring photographs and salutes to the
many Jewish veterans who have served our
country in both peacetime and war.

Goodman. It tells the fascinating story of
Eva and George Friedlander’s survival during the Holocaust in Hungary, where
George escaped from multiple forced labor
camps, and Eva disappeared in plain sight.
It also traces the survival of their tumultuous 55-year marriage. Eva now resides in
Atlanta.

—————
—————
Reading is an integral part of programming at The Breman. On Sunday, August
29, the Lewis Winter People of the Book
program will feature Nine Lives of a
Marriage—A Curious Journey, a memoir
by Eva Friedlander, as told to Mickey

The Breman is located at 1440 Spring
Street. For current program information or
to be added to the e-mail list, visit www.thebreman.org.

Save the Dates
Sunday, August 1, 2:00 p.m.
Bearing Witness: Hear the unforgettable stories of Atlanta Holocaust
survivors.

Sunday, August 29, 3:00 p.m.
People of the Book: This installment will feature the debut of Nine
Lives of a Marriage—A Curious
Journey, a memoir by Eva Friedlander,
as told to Mickey Goodman.

September 19, 2010-January 3, 2011
“Portraits of Resistance”: This
two-part exhibition features the
wartime
photographs
of
Faye
Shulman, the only known Jewish partisan photographer, and the heroic story
of the Bielski brothers, Jewish partisans who escaped into the forests of
Eastern Europe during the Second
World War and managed to rescue
thousands of Jews. Their story is told
in the Hollywood film Defiance, starring Daniel Craig as Tuvia Bielski, the
group’s leader.
A film series with special guest
speakers is being formulated.

Tuesday, August 31
“Dr. Seuss Goes to War…and
More” closes.

Visit www.thebreman.org for
information about upcoming programs.

Sunday, August 22, 3:00 p.m.
Learn how the media covers war
with special guest Andy Fisher, former
president of Cox Television.

Greater Atlanta Hadassah Honors Jewish teens at 19th annual program
Twenty-four Atlanta area Jewish teens
were honored on May 16, at Greater Atlanta
Hadassah’s Marian F. Perling Hadassah
Chesed Student Awards Program. The
Chesed Awards have been given annually
since 1992 to teens who exemplify many of
the values and ideals that are of paramount
importance to the Hadassah organization
and its members.
Formerly known as the Hadassah
Chesed Student Awards Program, the
event’s name was changed to honor Life
Member Marian Perling’s longstanding,
generous support and commitment to
Hadassah.
Chesed is a Hebrew word meaning an
act of kindness. Students in grades 7-12
(one student per year from each Atlanta area
Jewish day school and synagogue religious
school) are eligible to receive the Chesed
Award. Selection criteria include: love for
Israel, concern for Jews and Jewish culture
and heritage, concern for fellow human
beings as exemplified through manner and

CHESED HONOREES. (standing, from left) Abigail Ellis, Aaron Coff, Bryan Kellert, Anna
Roberto, Joseph Goldstein, Caleb Koffler, Daniel Chase, Aviva Summers, Michelle Alber,
Sarah Loubser, Adina Karpuj, and Shifra Erez; (sitting, from left) Christie Roth, Noam Gal,
Maryn Perlson, Lilly Shneibaum, Yarely Perez, Kelly Figiel, and Michelle Fisher. Not pictured:
Yehuda Berger, Cameron Frostbaum, Akiva Halpern, Bracha Lipschutz, and Michael Williams
deed, and good academic standing.
The ceremony was held at
Congregation Or VeShalom, where Rabbi
Hayyim Kassorla greeted attendees. Award

recipients received a Hadassah paperweight
and certificate.
The recipients and the organizations
that nominated them are: Michelle Alber,

Temple Kol Emeth; Yehuda Berger, Torah
Day School; Adina Karpuj, The Epstein
School; Daniel Chase, Congregation Gesher
L’Torah; Aaron Coff, Temple Sinai; Abigail
Ellis, Congregation B’nai Israel; Shifra
Erez, Congregation Or Hadash; Kelly
Figiel, Temple Kehillat Chaim; Michelle
Fisher, Congregation Beth Shalom;
Cameron Frostbaum, The Davis Academy;
Noam Gal, Greenfield Hebrew Academy;
Joseph Goldstein, Ahavath Achim
Synagogue; Akiva Halpern, Congregation
Beth Jacob; Bryan Kellert, Temple EmanuEl; Caleb Koffler, Congregation B’nai
Torah; Bracha Rachel Lipschutz, Temima
High School; Sarah Loubser, Yeshiva
Atlanta High School; Yarely Perez,
Congregation Or VeShalom; Maryn
Perlson, Temple Beth Tikvah; Anna
Roberto, The Temple; Christie Roth,
Temple Beth David; Lilly Shneibaum,
Congregation Etz Chaim; Aviva Summers,
The Weber School; and Michael Williams,
Congregation Dor Tamid.
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What’s in a name?
Jeff Mesquita now lives in Atlanta, but he
grew up in New York City, where the kids
always teased him, calling him “mosquito”
and other names.
As a teenager, Jeff became curious about
the origin of his name. He learned that his
paternal uncle had done some research and
discovered that the family was from Portugal.
But when Jeff’s uncle died, the research was by marauding, nomadic tribes of Saracens.
During the attack, five Pelementa brothers
lost.
Jeff would research the Mesquita name jumped the mosque’s wall and fought off the
occasionally, including searching the Internet, Saracens. Because of the brothers’ bravery, the
locals honored the Pelementas by calling them
but learned nothing new.
In the late ‘90s, Jeff and his wife, Karen, “Bueno De Mesquita,” which loosely transwent on a cruise to Aruba. While walking lates as “good from the mosque.”
Jeff’s grandfather, Joseph, came to
around the shops and booths, Jeff found a catAmerica
and
alog of family
changed
his
names in one
name
to
m e r c h a n t ’s
Mesquita.
booth. Right
Separately, his
there,
Jeff
great grandfasearched and
ther, Maurice
found the name
Bueno
De
Mesquita, as
Mesquita, also
well as a family
came
to
crest.
Jeff
America. Jeff
ordered
the
learned that they
crest and had it
were unaware
sent to his
that they lived
home. On the
within 10 blocks
back of the
of each other in
crest, it said the
New York City.
family came
Jeff also
from the small
identified a relatown of Villa
tive who migratReale, Portugal.
ed to England.
In 2002,
He found the
one of Jeff’s
information in a
cousins
sent
book
about
him a newspahaper
article Jeff Mesquita showing the crest and the book Sha’ar
Shamayim, the
about a ceme- describing his familyʼs history
Sephardic synatery near New York City’s Chinatown that
dated back to 1654. Owned by Shearith Israel, gogue more commonly known as Bevis
a Sephardic synagogue, it contained a head- Marks, after the street on which it is located.
stone bearing the name Joseph Benjamin Built in 1709, it was the first synagogue in
Bueno De Mesquita. Jeff did not know if the Great Britain.
While on a trip to England, Jeff visited
individual was connected to his family.
Not long afterward, Jeff went to New Bevis Marks, where he found several wall
York and visited the cemetery. He found the plaques bearing the Bueno De Mesquita
gravestone, with its Portuguese inscription, name. Jeff talked with the shul administrator,
who told him something about his family hisand took a picture of it.
Back home, Jeff researched the name and tory and said that there was an elderly congrestruck gold, locating The Bueno De Mesquita gation member with that name. Unfortunately,
Family: An Elementary History, a book by Jeff had to leave London the next day and
Fred Miller. After looking at a few sample could not visit with the man. But his photo
pages, he found pictures of both the crest he was both in the Miller book and hanging in the
bought and the gravestone he photographed. shul, evidence that he was part of Jeff’s famiJeff also read about the Marranos, who repre- ly.
Jeff’s discoveries so far had helped him
sented themselves as Christians but secretly
practiced Judaism. Some of these Jews left trace some of his family’s history. But even
Portugal and went to many ports in Europe more exciting, right there, on page 163 of the
Miller book, he read about his father’s history.
and the Americas, including the Caribbean.
Jeff ordered the book. It is the result of When he first saw it, he screamed to his wife
Miller’s 20 years of research, started when he to come see what he had found.
Here, Jeff finally learned about the origin
discovered that his grandmother’s maiden
name was Bueno De Mesquita. He traced the of his name and some important family history. He also learned that Ferdinand Magellan’s
family back to Villa Reale.
The family name was originally mother’s maiden name was Bueno De
Pelementa. But it was changed to Bueno De Mesquita—perhaps another Jewish family
Mesquita after an attack on the town’s mosque member.

BY Bill
Sonenshine

AMERICA’S
BEST
CLEANERSTM
4455 Roswell Road
Atlanta, Georgia 30342
404-255-4312
www.presstine.com
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A trip to Brazil
When friends invited me to meet them
for two weeks in Brazil recently, it was an
offer too good to refuse. One of the friends
was Rabbi Harold White, of Georgetown
University, a man as deeply interested in
Jewish history as I am and far more knowledgeable. My idea of a perfect sightseeing
experience is to bring along my own professor.
Both of us knew that Jewish history in
North America began in 1654, when a ship
carrying refugees from Recife landed in
what is now New York. We knew that they
were fleeing the Inquisition, which had just
arrived in the colony as the Portuguese
recaptured it from the religiously tolerant
Dutch. These Jews had been conversos,
Jews whose ancestors converted to
Christianity publicly in order to avoid
expulsion from Spain and Portugal in the
15th century, but continued secretly to practice Judaism and pass it on to their children.
Between 1636 and 1654, with Dutch
rule in this portion of what is now Brazil, it
was safe for conversos to abandon their pretense and live openly as Jews. As a result,
the community grew exponentially, with an
influx of conversos from other Portuguese
colonies and some from Europe.
When the end came, the Portuguese
gave Recife’s 600 Jewish families three
months to liquidate and leave. Some
returned to Europe, some settled on
Caribbean islands, and a handful made it to
New Amsterdam/New York.
Today, Recife is a huge sprawling city,
dominated by skyscrapers of colorful, characteristically innovative, modern Brazilian
architecture. Spreading for miles along the
waterfront, elegant gated condominiums in
the North give way to workers’ neighborhoods in the South, with a colonial historic
district adjacent to the port somewhere in
between.

BY Janice Rothschild
Blumberg
Here the original synagogue, Talmud
Torah, and religious school—each the first
of its kind in the Western Hemisphere—
stood on Rua do Bom Jesus (Street of the
Good Jesus) then known as Rua dos Judeus
(Street of the Jews). The buildings were
demolished about a century ago, but the
present Jewish community of Pernambuco,
the state of which Recife is the capital,
rebuilt the synagogue and established a cultural center in existing edifices above the
ruins of the old. Open grillwork on parts of
the synagogue floor enables visitors to view
some of the discoveries, including the original 17th-century mikvah. The center houses archives and artifacts from the excavations, as well as spaces for study, programs,
and traveling exhibitions. When we were
there, a collection of material about Anne
Frank and children’s drawings from the
Theresienstadt concentration camp were on
display.
Jewish history was not the only feature
that lured me to Brazil. Its vibrant culture
had long intrigued me, and I found the reality even more exciting than anticipated.
This was especially true in Salvador, also
known as Bahia, the capital city of the state
of Bahia. Salvador was the capital of Brazil
and the hub of its oceanic commerce in
colonial times, the center for export of its
cotton, timber, sugar cane, and considerable
other raw materials. It was, likewise, the
center for the import of slaves. We were
told that Bahia imported more slaves than
any other area of the New World, even more
per square acre than the American South.

Part of the synagogue facade showing the name

Part of the synagogue facade showing the name

Street names on the synagogue
facade
Today’s bright side of that dark heritage is the unique flavor of Brazilian culture, especially as the tourist encounters it
in Bahia. Here the slaves accommodated to
Catholicism outwardly (as did the converted Jews), but maintained their African customs and beliefs to a large degree. As a
result, their descendants are gifted with
uniquely exuberant creativity, both in the
arts—music, dance, painting, sculpture—
and in some of their religious practices,
notably Candoble. Mindful that we were
being shown a touristic adaptation of it, we
attended a Candoble ceremony and were
not disappointed. The repetitive drum beats,
dancing, and singing actually did cause several people, including a woman sitting next
to us in the audience, to go into a trance.
My biggest surprise of the trip had to
do with language. I already knew that when
my few words of Portuguese failed, it
would not be a good idea to try Spanish,
which meets with more contempt there than

Aron Kodesh of Synagogue Kahal
Zur Israel, Recife
using incorrect French in Paris. Incorrect
French worked pretty well for me in Brazil,
but it was not the first foreign language that
I heard spoken there. Eavesdropping on
other tourists at the airport, I overheard
their guide indoctrinating them in Hebrew.
They were from Israel, one of many that
visit this exotic land each year.
I added that to my notes on Brazilian
Jewish history.

Jewish high school is our answer to many questions
Values matter! Our society needs a better integration of values into our daily lives.
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s headline
for Thomas Friedman’s recent Sunday article was “Values needed, inspire people to
do better.” Friedman emphasizes the need
to use “sustainable values” rather than “situational values.” He defines “situational
values” as “I do whatever the situation
allows.” On the other hand, “sustainable
values” inspire in us behaviors that sustain
our relationships with one another, with our
communities, with our institutions, and
with our environment.
Our daily headlines and lives are full of
examples of how values are lost. How can
we build values that can advance our world
and our community? Values that inspire us
to do better in this world have to come from
parents, teachers, religious leaders, presidents, and thought leaders.

BY Harold
Kirtz
Where do we find values that can help
develop good and wise leaders, who can
assist government and society to solve our
serious problems? One environment is a
school that has, as its mission, to develop
knowledgeable, thinking, responsible adult
Jews. I am more and more convinced that
Jewish high schools—The Weber School,
Yeshiva Atlanta, Temima High, and Ohr
Yisrael—are the right places for our community’s teenagers.
My own experience with The Weber
School points to an incredibly energetic,

exciting, and compassionate place for learning and growing. I urge parents to look
closely at the high schools that they are considering for their children. A number of
schools have very good academics and can
do a fine job of getting students into very
good colleges. And Weber’s record on this
is at least equal to, if not better than, the
other private and the best public schools in
Atlanta.
But the difference is an education that
will not only help our students succeed in
their personal quests but also that best contributes towards society and enables students to contribute to the solving of today’s
and tomorrow’s problems. As our teenagers
get older, they want to be part of the solution—let’s put them in an environment that
values the concept of community and will
allow them to expertly grow into responsible adults. The “whole child” deserves what

these “whole schools” can offer. These
schools offer the learning and living of values that sustain their graduates for a lifetime.
Moreover, the high school years are
when our teenagers are searching for their
own identities. A Jewish high school education will help them become more confident
in their own Jewish identities, so that when
they reach college and the world of work,
they will face all challenges with a better
sense of self and a richer appreciation of the
identities of their other peers.
Therefore, a student coming out of a
Jewish high school will be comfortable
enough to encounter the larger world and
make a difference in solving its problems.
The start of the new school year is just
around the corner; make a change for the
benefit of your child.
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Coincidence? I think not
By Rabbi Elisha Paul
April 27, 2010/13 Iyar, 5770
Today was a unique day at Yeshiva
Atlanta. In what I would call an experiential
review of our Chumash Shmot curriculum
this year, the annual, authorized senior
prank was held throughout the day with a
reenactment of the ten plagues in Egypt. I
received the dubious honor of being named
Pharaoh for the day, with the request taped
to my door, “Let my seniors go!”
Truthfully, it is very difficult for me
having our senior leaders graduate and exit
our hallowed halls. They have grown with
me during my first four years at YA, and I
will miss them, as they are an exceptional
group. I will also miss their advice and
feedback (both solicited and unsolicited).
Most of all, I will miss learning with
those students who sought out my assis-

tance in studying Torah with them. Whether
it was Morah Nevuchim or Likutei
Moharan, my highlight of each week was
always the time we spent learning together,
discussing and debating ideas from our rich
heritage of Torah wisdom. It is frustrating
that we were sometimes unable to find the
key to open the door for each student to
examine many Torah viewpoints, as I would
have liked. Even though great teachers such
as Rabbi Akiva weren’t always successful
in transmitting their worldview to many of
their students—such as when some of his
students failed to internalize his philosophy
of loving your neighbor as the most important Torah guiding principle—I still struggle with my inability to always succeed
fully as an educator.
The timing of the senior prank was
excellent, since tomorrow is Pesach Sheini,
and the plagues lead up to the second
chance to experience Pesach for those who

The book story
I have always loved to read. The
other side of the coin—writing a whole,
long book—never worked for me.
However, I could write articles or short
stories. But when I retired in October of
last year, a lot of people told me I should
write a book. One day, I realized I had
actually written so many articles for The
Jewish Georgian, I could put them into a
book.
Sound easy? I had no idea how much
time and effort it
would take to get
this book, Little
Slices of My Life,
published.
But
now, of course, I
am glad I put
forth the effort to
get it done.
When I started this process in
January, I soon
realized that if I
had not already
learned to cuss
after being in the
market for such a
long time, getting
this book published would have
turned me into
one
cussin’
woman.
First,
the
publisher would
accept only an
electronic manuscript. But just
half my articles were on the computer—
the other half were not and had to be put
there. Very time consuming, to say the

BY Marice
Katz
least. After finally accomplishing this
step, it became obvious to me how important it was to proofread every word I had
written. And I
did
proofread—not
once or twice,
but
seven
times. It had to
be perfect to
go out to the
public.
The
publishing
company was
very helpful,
but I was put
through
a
number
of
departments,
each with a
different angle
or request.
This is
only half the
story, but I
believe
it
gives you an
idea of some
of my struggles. Anyway,
the reason I
wrote about my book travails is so that
you will perhaps think twice before you
write that book…. But do it.

missed out on the regular Passover celebration of freedom. Another timely Passoverrelated event took place today, when the
long anticipated, newly donated mezuzah
cases for the Bonnie Hartman (ob”m)
Gymnasium arrived. YA student Gavi
Shapiro volunteered to not only affix
mezuzahs to the gym doors but also to help
replace any other missing mezuzahs in the
entire school.
After giving Gavi a bunch of mezuzah
scrolls for the scattered random mezuzahless doors, I checked to see how progress
was going, and he reported that there were
exactly enough mezuzah scrolls as there
were doors that needed mezuzahs. I smiled
and quoted the famous line, “Coincidence?
I think not.”
I was reminded of the famous story of
the Mir Yeshiva’s escape from Europe
across Russia, through Japan, and finally to
Shanghai, China, for the duration of the
Second World War. A few years earlier, a
wealthy Jewish businessman had a dream in
which his deceased father came to him and
told him to build a synagogue in Shanghai.
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He thought it was strange, since there were
very few Jews who lived in Shanghai at the
time, but he went ahead and built a large
synagogue anyway. When the Mir Yeshiva
arrived in Shanghai, there were, “coincidentally,” the exact number of seats in the synagogue as there were students in the yeshiva.
When people ask me for my understanding of divine providence, I try to resist
the urge to sound scholarly, i.e., I refrain
from explaining the intricacies of the deep
philosophical debate between the
Mamonidean rationalist school of Jewish
thought and the Kabbalistic mystical school
of Jewish thought regarding HashgachaProvidence. Instead, I proceed to say that I
believe that Hashem is the world’s greatest
chess player. We are like animate pieces on
the board, with limited free will, under the
supervision and guidance of the divine
chess master’s plan. At times, it is amazing
to be able to see a glimpse of how far-reaching the scope of the divine view from above
truly is.
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Schwartz on Sports
ALTA COCKER III. I should have known,
as I circled the Marcus Jewish Community
Center of Atlanta (MJCCA) parking lot
three times before finding a parking space,
that there was going to be a great turnout for
the Alta Cocker III softball game. Gene
Benator predicted around 150 guys, who
had played softball in the Mens Center
League from the years 1971-1992, would be
there on May 16, and he wasn’t far off.
Gene had divided everyone into six teams,
and I found I was listed as a shortstop on the
Boychicks. Well, at least it wasn’t the
Meshuggenehs.
Since I was covering the game for my
Jewish Georgian column, I decided not to
play. It would give me more time to roam
the sidelines and talk with the guys. Once
again, as in the past two years, it was a great
experience seeing and talking to guys I hadn’t seen in a long time.
The first person I saw walking to the
field was Ray Taratoot, whom I have known
for about 45 years, mostly playing against
him on the basketball court. Ray was a great
point guard long before they even started
using that term. He also coached and refereed at the JCC for many years.
Then, I saw my cousin, Brad Ross, and
his wife, Jana. Brad had started playing in
the softball league the year I quit, and it was
his plan to get his brother Fred, Tom Bass,
and me, all first cousins, on the same team.
We never made it, but it would have been a
lot of fun. I saw a group of old timers who
were playing when Gene broke in as a rookie in 1971. Harry Mazier, Freddy Benamy,
Donnie Diamond, and Joel Lobel were there
for the first time, and it was great talking to
them.

Gene Benator and his 1971 JCC
Mens Softball League teammates:
(back, from left) Donnie Diamond,
Jerry Schwartz, Willie Green, Joel
Lobel, Ray Taratoot, Ed Solomon,
Harry Mazier, and Stan Firestone;
(front) Gene Benator (kneeling) and
Freddy Benamy
Gene did a great job organizing and
getting the games underway on time. There
were three fields available, so all six teams
could play a two-inning game, then switch
fields and opponents.
It was fun watching and moving from
field to field. I saw Jack Arogeti, who looks
like he did 20 years ago, and he was still

BY Jerry
Schwartz
bringing the heat. Jack, this was supposed to
be an Alta Cocker’s game.
Gene’s pitching was limited, since he
hurt his hand just as he was getting ready to
start his 40th year on the pitching rubber. He
did give Joel Lobel great support in the
field, making a spectacular catch in left
field.
Gene mentioned Joel Lobel’s 1971 nohitter in his opening remarks. Joel was one
pitch away from a perfect game and walked
Jerry Yaeger on a 3-2 count. I always
enjoyed hitting against Joel. For some reason, I had good success, because I knew
every pitch he threw was going to be close
to the strike zone. He had that kind of control.
I witnessed a third-to-second-to-first
double play as Lloyd Marbach fielded a
hard ground ball at third and threw to Chuck
Palefsky at second, who threw to Ivan
Samuels at first.
I hadn’t seen George Lipton in a long
time. He could really hit the ball. He always
came to the games missing socks or a glove,
usually riding his motorcycle. He and
Milton Finkelstein made a great combination as basketball officials in the Men’s
League. And speaking of basketball, if I had
Alta Cockers Barry Brouner, Ronnie
Merlin, Howard Wertheimer, Scott
Eisenberg, and Louis Meddin on my Center
League basketball team, we would be sure
winners. Of course, we’d need to be playing
with more than one basketball.
Barry Benator, Gene’s brother, was
there as a spectator, holding a football.
Come on Barry, who brings a football to a
softball game? Just kidding with one of the
nicest guys around.
Warren Jacobi shared some Ron
Bloomberg stories with me from the time
when they were teammates. Nobody else
ever had the kind of power in the Center
League as Ron did, although Tom Harvey
and Andrew Schecter could launch some
balls.
I talked with both Mark Kaufman and
Roy Swartzberg about the recent death of
Richard Kaufman. It happened so quickly,
after he was making good progress from
throat cancer, that those close to him were
stunned. Richard was a great athlete and
competitor and a really teriffic guy. I
remember playing against him, Roy, and
Billy Light in the Men’s Basketball League.
They always seemed to end up on the same
team.
David Cohen was watching the game
on the sidelines, and I asked him if he was
scouting for players for the Men’s Senior
Baseball League, where David has played
for many years as a pitcher and first base-

man. I interviewed David for this column a
few years ago, and he was one of the most
interesting guys in regard to his experience
and knowledge of sports.
Michael Kornheiser, current commissioner of the Harris Jacobs Men’s Softball
League, was there as a spectator, too, and
told me that he missed the cut by one year
when he started playing in 1993.
Again, kudos go out to Marcus Katz,
who footed the bill for the food, balls, and
umpires, and Gene Benator, who handled
the organization and logistics. I’m already
looking forward to next year’s games, and
this time I’m going to play.
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Free to Breathe run/walk
supports lung cancer
awareness, research
On August 21, the Atlanta Free to
Breathe 5K run/walk will unite people who
are passionate about raising public awareness and vital research funding to fight lung
cancer.
Amy Waggoner’s once vibrant young
friend lost her battle with lung cancer.
Shocked to learn that lung cancer receives
less research funding than other major cancers, Waggoner has turned her grief into
advocacy by organizing Atlanta’s first Free
to Breathe Lung Cancer 5K.
The run/walk steps off in the VirginiaHighland neighborhood, at Greencove and
Virginia Avenue (near Inman Middle
School). All proceeds support the National
Lung Cancer Partnership’s research, education, and awareness programs, which
empower patients, advocates, and the community to effect change and make the fight
against lung cancer a priority.

Letʼs do this again next year: Gene
Benator (left) and Marcus Katz

A RISING STAR. On April 28, I had four
new sports experiences, all positive and
interesting. My wife, Nancy, and I were
guests of our friends, Richard and Judy
Bracker, at a Gwinnett Braves’ baseball
game at Coolray Field in Lawrenceville.
Their grandson, Toby Basner, was going to
be calling the balls and strikes that night. I’d
never seen a minor-league game before,
never been to the new Coolray Field, which
is beautiful, and never watched Toby
umpire a game. The fourth experience was
watching the Norfolk team’s starting pitcher, Chris Tillman, throw a no-hitter.
It was a fun night, and Toby was outstanding behind the plate. I had previously
interviewed and highlighted him in 2006
and asked, “What’s a nice Jewish boy from
Gwinnett County doing in Bluefield, West
Virginia, umpiring a baseball game?” The
2003 Brookwood High graduate, who started umpiring six years ago at age 19, has
worked his way up from the Gulf Coast
League to the Appalachian League to the
South Atlantic League to AAA, one step
from the Majors. Along the way, he umpired
the Futures Game at Yankee Stadium in
2008, the Road to Wrigley Game at Wrigley
Field in 2009, and the first game played at
the new Minnesota Twins stadium in 2010.
His spectacular rise as a baseball
umpire in just six years has been truly
amazing, and the Major Leagues is the next
step. In the future, when you go to a Braves
game with Toby Basner umpiring, remember, you heard about him here first.
Hope you enjoyed the column. Until
next time, keep your eye on the ball, and
drive for the bucket and score.

Atlanta Free to Breathe 5K
Organizing Committee: (from left)
Bob Brady, Patti Daniels, Marsha
Schechtman, Andrea Hastings,
Eileen Thomas, Bob Bordett, event
organizer Amy Waggoner, and
Carole Babis. Not pictured: Kyla
Lines, Tim Libonate, Carolyn Raines,
Paul Fair, Eileen Shuman, Cheryl
Legare, Melody Richardson, Dana
Floyd, and Jennifer Giles
Despite the fact that lung cancer is the
number one cancer killer of men and
women in Georgia, awareness of the disease, its risks, and its symptoms is low, and
the amount of federal research dollars available pales in comparison to other cancers.
The National Lung Cancer Partnership
(www.NationalLungCancerPartnership.org)
was founded by physicians and researchers
working together with survivors and advocates to ameliorate this situation.
The Partnership initiated Free to
Breathe in 2006. The program started as a
5K-run/walk and has expanded across the
U.S. to include yogathons, golf tournaments, and other athletic activities.
Advance registration closes August 16;
online registration is $20; mail-in is $23.
Event day registration is $25; registration
opens at 7:00 a.m., and the run/walk begins
at 8:30 a.m.
For more information or to register,
donate, volunteer, or be a sponsor, visit
www.FreetoBreathe.org.
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Atlantan pens moving memoir of a family torn apart by disease and death Celebrating 65
By Susan Asher
Invisible Sisters
By Jessica Handler
272 pp., Public Affairs, 2009

Invisible Sisters, by Jessica Handler, throughout the South working for the
celebrates the lives of her only siblings, two International Ladies’ Garment Workers
sisters who died from blood disorders. In Union, Jack fought inequities, mainly
her memoir, Handler
among blacks and women, in
recounts her family living
garment industry workplaces.
on the edge, due to the
Handler’s writing is so
death of one child at age
telling and descriptive, the readeight and the lifelong iller feels connected to her family.
ness of another.
Susie bounds to life on the page.
Handler’s
parents,
Handler writes, “Susie
Mimi and Jack, both noncould jump on the bed for longer
practicing Jews, met in
stretches than I cared to. She
college in Boston. They
created complex stories for her
loved Thelonious Monk,
toys to act out. She sometimes
Dave Brubeck, and Dylan
fell asleep in a crouch, with her
Thomas. Upon graduation,
head down and her hind end up,
they married and moved to
as if ready to spring into action
Pennsylvania, where Jack
at any moment.”
attended law school and
Equality among peoples
later joined his father’s Jessica Handler (photo was discussed around the
law firm.
Handler dinner table, right
copyright Beth Lilly)
Handler was born in
along with the Vietnam War
1959. Her sister Susie was
and other current affairs. The
born less than two years later, and Sarah family marched on behalf of civil rights and
was born in 1965. That same year, the fam- opposed the war.
ily moved to Atlanta, writes Handler,
Jack’s causes would soon include sav“because my father believed he had a
chance to change the world.” Traveling
See HANDLER, page 29

years together
By Simone Wilker
On the weekend of June 11-13, seventy 65-year-olds reunited in Savannah
to celebrate their birthdays. The party
began with dinner on Friday, continued with a Saturday evening beach barbeque; and ended Sunday morning with
a brunch on the beach.

These Savannah baby boomers
have stayed close over the years.
We grew up in a very small Jewish

The Wren’s Nest is an Atlanta treasure
By Gene Asher
Atlanta’s best-kept secret is the Wren’s Nest.
The city’s oldest house museum, it was brought to
prominence by its former board chairman and president, Harold Yudelson, and his board members.
The Wren’s Nest was the
residence of Joel Chandler
Harris, author of the famous
Uncle Remus tales. The
museum has been opened to
visitors since 1913. It is
located in West End, at 1050
Ralph David Abernathy
Boulevard.
The museum director is
Lain Shakespeare. (No relaHarold Yudelson tion to either the William
Shakespeare or the William
Shakespeare who was an All-American football
player at Notre Dame.)
Joel Chandler Harris was born December 9,
See WREN’S NEST, page 27

The Wrenʼs Nest

The 3-year-old/4-year-old class at
BB Jacob Synagogue preschool,
Class of 1950. Out of 26 people in
the photograph, 12 attended the
reunion: Billy Alpert, David Gottlieb,
Simone Broome Wilker, Moses
Robbins, Bobby Segal, Brenda
Elman Salter Sydney Solomon
Ratnow, Gail Alpern Ginsberg,
Sammy Sutker, Joel Rotkow, and
now-marrieds Sandra Kantsiper
Goodman and Skippy Goodman

(photo: Jonathan Hillyer)
See CELEBRATING page 27
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MISH MASH
By Erin O’Shinskey
YOUNG AUTHOR HERALDED. At the
46th Annual Georgia Author of the Year
Awards ceremony, held at Kennesaw State
University Center, June 19, twelve-year-old
Nicole Izmaylov received the award in the
Children’s Picture Book category for
Ronnie and BB. A Georgia Reflections
Contest Award Winner, she is a 7th-grader
at Webb Bridge Middle School in
Alpharetta.

Nicole Izmaylov (center) receiving
her award

SUPPORTING ISRAEL’S SOLDIERS.
Todd Warshaw has been elected to the
Board
of
Directors of the
Atlanta Chapter,
Friends of the
Israel Defense
Forces (FIDF).
The FIDF initiates and helps
support social,
educational, cultural, and recreational programs
and facilities for
the young men
Todd Warshaw
and women soldiers of Israel.
The FIDF also provides support for the
families of fallen soldiers. Warshaw is a
partner of Bell Oaks, a Sandy Springsbased national executive search firm specializing in identifying, attracting, and hiring professionals for critical leadership
positions with companies across the country.
ATLANTANS WIN NATIONAL AWARD.
Three life members of Greater Atlanta
Hadassah
(GAH)
have received the
24th
Annual
Hadassah National
Leadership Award.
Ann
Loventhal
Kohut, representing
GAH, is the chapter’s co-vice president of membership
Ann Loventhal
and a graduate of the
Kohut

Toby Kaye

Marsha
Bloomfield

Hadassah Leadership Academy; Marsha
Bloomfield, representing GAH’s Etz Aviv
group, has served as her group’s president
and is the chapter’s co-vice president of
programming. Toby Kaye, representing
GAH’s Metulla group, is her group’s treasurer and has been in charge of the group’s
Rosh Hashanah honey sale and its gift
wrapping event held at Barnes & Noble.
NEW BOARD. Serving on The Amit
Program’s 2010-11 Board are Executive
Committee President Carol Sherwinter;
First Vice President Ina Enoch; Vice
Presidents Jerry Rosenberg, Jerry Weiner,
and George Stern (Development); Treasurer
Karen
Goldman;
Secretary/Board
Development Louise Samsky; Chairs Jane
Durham (Strategic Planning), Roger Gelder
(Human Resources), Stephanie Covall
(Development), and Helen Hackworth
(Education/Programming); and Michael
Alterman, member at large. On the Board
of Trustees are Debra Brown, Bonnie Cook,
Michelle Cooper, David Falkenstein, Rabbi
Fred Greene, Lesley Grinberg, Lisa
Haynor, Jan Jay, Margie Kassel, Tony
Levitas, Susan Shoulberg Martos, Jennifer
Newberg, Barbara Arogeti Perlis, Gayle
Siegel, and James Weinberg. Ex officio
members are Eve Bogan and Susie
Davidow.
HADASSAH
B O A R D .
Serving
on
Greater Atlanta
Hadassah’s new
Executive Board
are
Diane
Munzer Fisher,
president; Marni
Hoffman, treasurer;
Ellen
Banov, recording
Diane Fischer
secretary; Katie
Kloder, Marilyn
Perling, and Gerry Taratoot, corresponding
secretaries; Helen Brown, vice president,
education; Marsha Kummins and Sandy
Sarlin, vice presidents, fundraising; Andrea
Feldman, vice president, leadership development; Marj Friedman and Ann Loventhal
Kohut, vice presidents, membership; and
Marsha Bloomfield and Barbara Lang, vice
presidents, programming.
NEW TRUSTEES. Andrew Kauss, an

attorney with
Kilpatrick and
Stockton, and
Andy Shulman,
third-generation
president
of
Standard Press,
have been elected to the Board
of the Center for
the
Visually
Impaired. Kauss
Andy Shulman
is a life trustee
of The Epstein
School and a
director
and
president of The
Epstein School
Foundation, was
a director of the
Marcus Jewish
Community
Center of Atlanta
(MJCCA), was a
founding trustee
Andrew Kauss
of The Weber
School, and is rejoining the Board of
Trustees of the Jewish Federation of
Greater Atlanta. Shulman was elected to
chair the Board of Directors of the Printing
Industry Association of Georgia in 2008
and is on the Advisory Board of the
MJCCA.
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Franco, vice presidents, fundraising; Lois
Cohen, vice president, education; and
Denise
McLaughlin
and
Regine
Rosenfelder, vice presidents, membership.

Dr. Rachel Schonberger, Southeastern
Region president of Hadassah,
installing Edie Barr, president, Mt.
Scopus Group of Greater Atlanta
Hadassah

13 YEARS. On May 2, The Weber School
celebrated its 13th year by honoring
Founders Steve Berman, Michael
Rosenzweig, and Felicia and Joe Weber
with a celebration attended by over 250
people. The festivities also marked the end
of a successful Annual Giving Campaign.
The Weber School, which began with 19
students in modular classrooms in a
Dunwoody parking lot, is now a vibrant
community of 219 students, with a permanent home in Sandy Springs. Weber students go on to such esteemed schools as
Harvard, Stanford, Penn, Duke, Brown,
Northwestern, Washington University,
Emory, Pomona College, and many others.
Greater Atlanta Hadassahʼs Ketura
Group recently held its closing meeting and installation of its new
Executive Board at Café Antalya. Sue
Rothstein (pictured) was honored as
outgoing president of the group, a
position she held for three years.
At Greater Atlanta Hadassahʼs

Joe Weber, Felicia Weber, Michael
Rosenzweig, Steve Berman, and Sim
Pearl
MT. SCOPUS BOARD. Mt. Scopus Group
of Greater Atlanta Hadassah had its closing
luncheon and installation of officers, May
16, at the Selig Center. The 2010-11 officers are: Edie Barr, president; Bailey Olim,
recording secretary; Loretta Bernstein, corresponding secretary; Sally Rosenberg,
treasurer; Susan Berkowitz, vice president,
programming; Suzan Tibor and Jody

Ketura Group closing meeting,
Sheila Dalmat, who served as copresident last year along with Sue
Rothstein, was installed as president
for the coming year. Pictured: (from
left) Judy Cone, Rita Loventhal, and
Sheila Dalmat
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Mona Diamond, Turkish honorary
consul for Georgia, chairperson of
the American Turkish Friendship
Council, and a life member of
Hadassah, was the program speaker
at Greater Atlanta Hadassahʼs Ketura
Group closing meeting and installation of its new Executive Board.
Pictured: (from left) Mona Diamond
accepts a Hadassah certificate of
appreciation from Gerry Taratoot,
who helped organize the event.
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The Atlanta Chapter of the Brandeis
National Committee held its closing
luncheon and installation of new officers on May 12. Bill Nigut, director of
the Southern Regional Office of the
Anti-Defamation League, was the
guest speaker. Pictured: (from left)
2008-10 Co-Presidents Valerie Miller
and Ann Rawn and newly installed
Co-Presidents Rhonda Bercoon and
Melissa Rosenbloum

At its closing luncheon, the Atlanta
Chapter of the Brandeis National
Committee honored Helen Stern as
the Helen M. Goldstein Volunteer of
the Year. Pictured: Helen Stern (center) with 2008-10 Chapter CoPresidents Ann Rawn and Valerie
Miller

Celebrating
From page 25
community, where we spent most of our time
at the JEA (Jewish Educational Alliance, the
JCC of Savannah) and in the synagogue
youth groups at Bnai Brith Jacob Synagogue,
Agudath Achim Synagogue, and Temple
Mickve Israel. We started in Kindergarten
together, moved on to 1st and 2nd grades at
the Hebrew day school and then attended
public school, high school, and college.
We went to each other’s bar/bat mitzvahs, birthday parties, and celebrations. We
knew one another’s families—mothers, dads,
sisters, and brothers. We lived in one another’s lives. It was a wonderful, nurturing environment, and, while we may not always have
gotten along with one another, we loved one
another. We became a family. And so it was
not surprising that so many of us traveled
from near and far to see one another at this
time in our lives.
We came to Savannah to celebrate our
coming of age. No, we were not welcoming
our entrance into adulthood at age 21—we
were celebrating the arrival of our Medicare
cards, at age 65!
It was quite a reunion. We had last come
together for our 50th birthdays and before
that, our 40th birthdays. But what is amazing

Wren’s Nest
From page 25
1845, and died July 3, 1908, at the age of
62. He bought what was a Reconstruction
farmhouse from his employer, The
Atlanta Constitution, in 1881. In 1884, he
transformed the place into a Queen Anne
Victorian home. Not long after, wrens
made a nest in the mailbox, hence the

Friends gathering at the reunion:
(from left) Simone Broome Wilker
(River Vale, New Jersey), Sydney
Solomon Ratnow (Suffern, New
York), and Pat Rosenthal Ginsberg
(Birmingham, Alabama)

is that we have kept in touch with one another after all these years.
“There is definitely a connection to
Savannah and all the kids we grew up with,”
said Ellen Schneider Goodrich, who drove in

from Milledgeville, Georgia.
The weekend events were planned by
Savannah residents Sandy Goodman and
Debra Rotkow, along with Harold Heyman
and Bobby and Mona Segal, who kindly
shared their homes at Tybee for the reunion.
“What better way to celebrate our return
to Savannah than to spend it at the beach?”
said Sydney Solomon Ratnow, who flew in
from Suffern, New York, with her husband,
Steve. Sydney met Steve through her
Savannah friends who were at Emory in
1962. Joining them were former Savannah
resident Pat Rosenthal Miller and her hus-

name “Wren’s Nest.”
Today, the museum has five storytellers, a.ka. the “Wren’s Nest
Ramblers,” who regale visitors with
Uncle Remus tales. Foremost of these is
Akbar Imhotep, for many years a favorite
of visitors, children and adults alike.
Akbar conducts theater workshops and
tours at the Wren’s Nest. He is Brer
Rabbit on one tour and Brer Fox on
another. He has appeared at the Hurston

Festival in Eatonville, Florida, and the
African Street Festival in Brooklyn, New
York. In Georgia, he has appeared at the
Cotton Days Festival, in Marietta, the
Corn Tassel Festival, in Gainesville, and
the National Black Arts Festival, in
Atlanta.
In addition to storytelling, Akbar has
years of experience with the Center for
Puppetry Arts.
The Wren’s Nest provides guided

The 1st-grade class at Savannah
Hebrew Day School, May 1952. Out
of the 10 people in the photograph,
four attended the reunion: Simone
Broome
Wilker,
Betty
Judy
Homansky Kaye, Lynn Rabhan
Owens, and Sammy Sutker
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CELEBRATING JEWISH WOMANHOOD. Jewish Womenʼs Circle, Spa
for the Soul, took place April 25, at
Chabad of Cobb. This unique event,
which offered participants the opportunity to celebrate what it means to be
a Jewish woman today, featured workshops, spa treatments, a dinner, and
raffles. The guest speaker, worldrenowned lecturer Mrs. Ahava
Spillman,
presented
“Designer
Fashion for the Soul.” Pictured: (front,
from left) Cheryl Ahlzadeh, Lynn
Saperstein, and Lisa Botwin; (back,
from left) Linda Bachmann, Ginger
Shlanger, Candy Margolin, Karen
Rosenberg, Melissa Sklar, and Chani
Silverman
band, Neal Miller, from Birmingham,
Alabama. Sydney introduced Pat to Neal
when they were roommates in nursing school
in Atlanta. Neal was Steve’s fraternity brother at Emory. Small world?
Several couples grew up together in
Savannah and are now married, including
Sandy and Skippy Goodman, Barbara and
David Gottlieb, Mona and Bobby Segal, and
Roberta and Melvin Haysman.
Most attendees came from outside of
Savannah—many from Atlanta, but also
from Alabama, Louisiana, Texas, New
Jersey, Maryland, New York, Florida,
Kentucky, Missouri, North Carolina, West
Virginia, and South Carolina.
Arthur Geffen entitled his photos of the
group “AKs from Savannah.” Most participants were thrilled about connecting in person with their old friends. “What a great looking group!” said Marsha Tenenbaum Kessler.
Paul Gardner said, “I was very fortunate to
have dated three of the most beautiful girls at
the reunion.” I could not believe that out of
the six kids in my 2nd-grade Hebrew day
school class, four of us were at the party.
It is a tribute to the Jewish community of
Savannah that we have bonded and stayed in
touch in such a special way over all these
years.

tours that feature restored rooms, complete with antique furniture, books,
stained glass, and décor original to the
Harris family. The tour includes the
Harris bedroom, untouched since 1908.
Every Saturday at 1:00 p.m., the
Ramblers tell their favorite stories to visitors of all ages; they are also available
throughout the week by appointment. For
information, visit www.wrensnestonline.com, or call 404-753-7735.
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Am Yisrael Chai! 2010 celebrates the Jews of Latin America
On Wednesday evening, April 14,
Congregation Beth Tefillah held its 3rd
Annual Am Yisrael Chai!, an event celebrating the survival and successes of the
Jewish people despite the Holocaust. This
year, the focus was on Jews and Jewish
communities in Latin America.
The event brought out over 250 people from both the Jewish and larger communities, with cars parked up and down
Highpoint Road and at the Hebrew
Academy.
The evening began at the Holocaust
Living Memorial Garden, with the ceremonial lighting of six candles by survivors, commemorating the loss of six
million Jews during the reign of Nazi terror. Rabbi Yossi New’s Dvar Torah spoke
of the need for us to care about one another. This echoed the words of Nobel
Laureate Elie Wiesel, who said that if we
keep silent while others are suffering, we
are complicit in their suffering. Then
came a phone call from Rabbi Yossi Lew,
who was in Lublin, Poland, with students
on the March of the Living. He told the
story of a student who had minimal connections to her Jewish past, but who, after
her experience in the death camps of
Poland, became deeply immersed in her
Jewish Nashamah.
Marcelo Gerschenfeld, Argentina’s
consul general to the Southeast, spoke of

the history of Jews and Jewish communities in Argentina. He was followed by
Tomas Lefkovits, former president of
Eternal Life Hemshech, the Atlanta-based
organization of Holocaust survivors and
second and future generations. Lefkovits,
accompanied at the podium by two of his
grandchildren, spoke of his own family’s
flight from Nazi Europe to the welcoming
shores of Venezuela, and of his gratitude
to the country for giving his family not
only safe haven but also an opportunity to
rebuild their shattered lives.

The ceremony concluded with the
Atlanta Jewish Male Choir singing “El
Maleh Rachamim,” “L’Dor V’Dor,” and a
rousing finale of “Hatikvah”—our hope—
with all present joining in as one voice.

interviewed for the Steven Spielberg
Library); Esther Lowe, whose family had
their sea travel interrupted by a fire on
their boat before settling in Bolivia and
then Peru; Shirley Tauber, whose parents
went first to Shanghai before making a
home in Sosua in the Dominican
Republic; and Masha Hershkovitz, whose
grandfather left Poland for Colombia and
was able to bring his family only because
he won a lottery.
Tomas Lefkovits returned to the stage
to briefly tell of his family’s experience in
Venezuela—but, more significantly, he
spoke to the theme of escape and survival
in the hospitable countries of Latin
America.

Atlanta Jewish Male Choir

Tomas Lefkovits and grandchildren
(all photos: Herb Meyer)

The ceremony was followed by a
Kosher Taste of South America, provided
by FuegoMundo Restaurant in Sandy
Springs, and a viewing of the Am Yisrael
Chai! Oral Family History Project, which
featured more than a dozen posters representing Atlanta Jewish community members who have their roots in Latin
American countries, including Argentina,
Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, Cuba,
Dominican Republic, Panama, Peru,
Venezuela, and others.
This year, Am Yisrael Chai! partnered
with The Epstein School on the family
history project. Twelve 7th-grade students
completed a training workshop with Sara
Ghitis, CEO of Oral Histories and Life
Stories. The students interviewed families
and created written documents and a
poster depicting an aspect of each family’s history. The exhibits remained on display at Beth Tefillah until after Shavuot.

These Epstein 7th-graders were
chosen to conduct interviews for
the Oral History Family Project.
In addition, there were book sales and
signings by survivors who have written
about their Holocaust experiences. This
was followed by “Survival and Success,”
a set of talks by people who now live in
Atlanta: Sarah Barzilay, whose parents
settled in Brazil (and whose mother was

Masha Hleap-Hershkovitzʼs family
attended from Atlanta and Miami:
pictured (front, from left) Udi
Hershkovitz,
Masha
HleapHershkovitz, Sarita Hleap, Debbie
Leighton, Elena Hleap-Eidelman,
and Diana Lustgarten; (back, from
left) John Mehler and Joel Mehler
Helmut Levy, from Colombia, who
promotes the story of the Jews and the
Holy Land on his local Latin American
radio program, made a special guest
appearance. He addressed the audience in
Spanish, speaking to the unity and brotherhood of all people who have a commitment to Jewish history and the Holy Land.
The evening ended with students who
had participated in March of the Living
speaking with sensitivity and passion of
their experiences. Sarah Loubser talked
about the death camps and of the students
making a Magen David of candles on the
floor of the gas chamber. Josh Belinky told
of being in Israel on Yom Ha’atzmaut,
when the thousands of March of the Living
participants gathered together; he was chosen to come to the microphone and say, “I
am Josh Belinky from Atlanta—Am
Yisrael Chai!”
The Am Yisrael Chai! planning committee consisted of Leslie Rubin, Andy
Videlefsky, David Feldman, Masha HleapHershkovitz, Mike Weinroth, Anthony
Naturman, Tomas Lefkovits, Teddy Sable,
Marion Oves, Shimon Farber, Jim Blanc,
Anne Birnbaum, Esther Lowe, Shirley
Tauber, Josh Barzilay, and many others
who came to one or more meetings.
For
more
information,
visit
www.amyisraelchaiatlanta.org.
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Parlaying five languages into the careers of a lifetime
Joie de Vivre
By Rose G. Cunningham, with Charles
Josey
2004
207 pp.

Rose G. Cunningham’s memoir, Joie
de Vivre, celebrates “survival, service, and
serendipity.” I think it celebrates
resourcefulness. From its beginning,
when Rose Gold’s father manages to get
his family out of World War II France, to
Rose building a life in Atlanta, this
woman has continued the family’s story
of being resourceful.
She has used her ability to speak,
write, and translate five languages to create fascinating and varied careers for herself. It has given her entree to high places
and famous people.
The book has an interesting format.
Each chapter begins with a page listing
the year and its significant happenings,
political, international, even literary and
musical—for example, the page for 1939
lists not only Germany invading Poland,
and England and France then declaring
war on Germany—but it also includes the
premiere of Gone with the Wind in
Atlanta.
Rose was born in Romania to a father
who was in the French diplomatic corps
and a mother from a well-to-do Romanian
family. She was educated in a Catholic
boarding school. Both sides of the family
lived as Roman Catholics, until, amidst
growing anti-Semitism in Europe, her
father lost his position due to his Jewish
ancestry.
Rose and her family traveled to
France, were made to stop in Rome, and
began their frantic attempt to obtain visas.
After various stays in France, her
father obtained passage to Cuba in 1942.
Rose describes the stops in Casablanca,
Kingston, and finally Cuba, where the
family landed in a camp for stranded

Handler
From page 25
ing his daughters. Before turning two,
Sarah broke out in skin eruptions, some
black like an olive pit, others pink with
scabs. She was diagnosed with neutropenia,
a disorder that prevents bone marrow from
making enough white blood cells to fight
infection. She was not expected to survive
childhood and was in and out of hospitals
for weeks at a time, trying to fight infections.
Upon returning from a family vacation
after Sarah’s diagnosis, six-year-old Susie
could barely hold her head up. She turned
white, purple streaks ran under her eyes,
and ink-like pinpoints dotted her body. Jack
took her to the hospital. For the next two
years, she would stay in the hospital for

refugees. She has interesting stories about
each step in
her
journey
and of growing up in
H a v a n a ,
including
a
description of
her first job,
where
she
dropped
a
book
on
E r n e s t
Hemingway.
At 18, she
attended
a
USO
dance
and met John
Cunningham,
a handsome
American Air
Force
lieutenant.
She
didn’t speak
English and he
didn’t speak
Spanish, but a
relationship
began. John
had flown 50 combat missions in Europe
and was at the time stationed in Cuba.
After discharge, he returned to the States
and enrolled at Georgia Tech to study
architecture.
In 1946, after a long-distance
romance, the two were married, and Rose
entered the U.S. as a war bride. In Atlanta,
they had a room, a bath, and kitchen privileges in a private home in Grant Park.
Rose took night classes in English at what
is now Georgia State University. Her
brother, George, came to Atlanta in 1949

and later became the Piedmont Driving
Club’s assistant manager. Her parents followed and ended up living at the Howell
House.
Rose talks about Dr. Abe Velkoff in
connection with her efforts to become a
mother. (Her first daughter was born in
1957, her second in 1959.) By 1960, Rose
was looking
for
more
means
of
accomplishment
and
approached
the
YMCA
with a proposal to teach
conversational
Spanish and
French
to
adults. They
accepted, the
classes proved
popular, and
Rose
found
teaching filled
a need for her.
In 1963,
Rose became
Costa Rica’s
honorary consul to Atlanta,
a post she was
offered as a
result of a conversation in
Spanish and French, which she had at a
reception with that country’s minister of
industry. This led to a trip there and many
opportunities to follow.
Rose next approached the Atlanta
Chamber of Commerce, proposing that
she set up an international department. It
started out as a part-time position. There,
she was called upon to translate for many
foreign visitors. She also had the chance
to become friends with Mayors William
B. Hartsfield and Ivan Allen, Atlanta
Magazine Editor Jim Townsend, and

Citizens & Southern Bank CEO Mills B.
Lane. Her aim was to make Atlanta an
international city. In this capacity, she
entertained many famous guests, the most
memorable of whom was Robert
Kennedy. She accompanied thenGovernor Jimmy Carter and the president
of Costa Rica to visit the latter’s farm on
a two-hour drive from San Jose.
Rose writes of her trip to South Africa
in 1975, which proved to be at the
expense of her marriage. Divorce followed, but she and John remarried a few
years later. That same year, she entered a
new career phase, proposing and creating
a weekly talk show in Spanish for Atlanta
Public Broadcasting station WABE-TV.
Here, she became friends with one of her
guests, William F. Buckley, Jr.
Next, Rose became a travel agent, a
position that led to many trips abroad. The
most amazing one was her 1988 journey
as an interpreter to Seoul, South Korea,
with the Atlanta organizing committee for
the Olympic Games. She accompanied
Billy Payne, Mayor Andrew Young, Bob
Kohn, Furman Bisher, and the chef of the
Ritz Carlton. Rose had an insider’s view
of the Seoul Olympics and then the games
that followed four years later in Atlanta.
In 1990, Rose’s career path took yet
another turn. She started teaching conversational Spanish at Evenings at Emory.
She also did a half-year of teaching at The
Westminster Schools, and she has been a
docent at Emory’s Carlos Museum.
Rose Cunningham has lived a life
aptly described by the title of her book,
Joie de Vivre. The book is filled with
anecdotes of her life along the way, contains family pictures, and has a beautiful
watercolor cover. “I am always looking
forward to life’s next opportunity and
experience,” she says. “That’s how I have
lived; that’s how I will continue.”
To obtain her book and read more
fully of this interesting, resourceful life,
contact Rose Cunningham at lavieenrose3@bellsouth.net.

weeks at a time. When she died at age eight
of leukemia, Jack broke down.
Jack smoked pot, took barbiturates and
amphetamines, and lost a few jobs. He slept
and smoked cigarettes all day. He wrote an
obscenity on his bedroom wall. He checked
himself into a mental hospital for a short
while. And he had an affair.
To deal with the pain of death and sickness around her, Handler became a rock and
stopped feeling. When she didn’t cry at
Susie’s funeral, her father jabbed her and
said, “Cry, damn it!” She learned to scream
by opening her mouth, but expelling no
sound. She steeled herself from feeling
emotional pain, yet ripped her hair out of
her head and banged her head on the floor
in order to feel something.
As a child stuck in a family surrounded
by illness and death, Handler felt her own
problems were too small to be noticed.

Handler begs for no pity. In order to
cope with her pain as a teenager, she tried to
direct her own life and extricate herself
from the family web. During her senior
year of high school, her parents and Sarah
moved to Pennsylvania. Handler stayed
behind and lived with another family so she
could graduate with her class in Atlanta.
After high school, Handler attended
college in Boston. Upon graduation, she
moved to Los Angeles, where she worked
in television. Her father, then divorced from
her mother and jobless, moved to Los
Angeles and lived out of his car.
Sarah lived out her teenage years and
much of her 20s. She and Handler had
grown close over the years and visited eac
other. But Sarah was continually admitted
to hospitals and stayed for weeks at a time
because of her infections. Her gums had
become so infected that, by age 23, she had

to have 24 teeth pulled. Four years later,
while living in an apartment in Boston,
Sarah died at her home.
In 1989, Handler returned to Atlanta
and worked at a cable TV station. There,
she met the man she would marry. She
found herself telling him about her sisters
and talking about them in the present tense,
as if they were still living.
Handler writes, “Even though I have
outlived them, I remain responsible, in a
way, for the stories of my sisters’ lives.”
Using her diaries from early elementary school and 100 spiral notebooks she
used as journals and filled throughout the
years, Handler brings her sisters back to
life.
Invisible Sisters is included in the
Georgia Center for the Book’s 2010 list of
“Twenty Five Books All Georgians Should
Read.”

BY Carolyn
Gold
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Remember the days?
By David Geffen

Fifty-eight years ago, 1952, one hundred budding football players turned out
for their first practice at Vanderbilt
University, in Nashville, Tennessee.
Running across the turf at Dudley Field,
they attempted to please their coaches
with their speed. Next, they banged into
the blocking sleds with sandbags to move
them as far as they could.
In the following three seasons, the
Vanderbilt Commodores won only eight
games. However, there was a fourth season for 17 of the original players, now
seniors, and what a year it was. The team’s
record was 8-3, and, in the final game at
the Gator Bowl, December 31, 1955,
Vanderbilt upset the Auburn University
football team. A beautiful camaraderie has
grown among these players each and
every year since their glory days on the
gridiron came to an end.
Three members of that team and their
spouses recently visited Israel for 10 days
in early May, as the guests of their teammate Larry Frank, the squad’s only Jew,
and his wife, Lois. Charles Horton, an AllAmerican halfback and the first draft
choice of the then Los Angeles Rams in
1956, and two other players from that era,
Jim Cunningham, a center, and Bill Stack,

also a halfback, took up the Franks’ invitation to travel to Israel for the first time.
He has been a close personal friend of
theirs since they graduated over a half
century ago. Moreover, they have been
impressed by the deep commitment of
Larry and Lois to Israel over the years.
The Franks now own a home in
Jerusalem, wanting to be closer to their
son Adam, his wife, Lynne, and the Frank
grandchildren living here. They made
aliya a decade ago, and Adam is the rabbi
of the Masorti congregation, Moreshet
Yisrael.
His teammates can never forget the
manner in which Larry Frank began his
Vanderbilt career. The initial game of that
first season was on September 20, 1952,
against the University of Georgia. Even
though a freshman player, Frank did not
hesitate to inform the coach that he could
not play, since it was Rosh Hashana. He
still hears from his fellow players how he
gained their respect with his Jewish commitment.
A native of Atlanta, Georgia, Frank’s
roots in the city extend to the early 20th
century. In fact, in August 1915, when the
terrible lynching of Leo Frank occurred,
the Franks, even though not related, had to
close down their store because the hatred
in Atlanta was so intense.
Unlike most Jewish boys of the post-

Bill Stack (from left), Larry Frank, Lois Frank, Margo Stack, Pat Cunningham,
Anna Tucker, Tony Horton, Charley Horton, Jim Cunningham, and tour guide
David Eisenstadt on Mount of Olives in Jerusalem (Photo by: Ariel
Jerozolimski)
World War II era, Frank began to play
football seriously when he was under 10
years old. Developing into a fine athlete,
he was one of several Jews who played for
Henry Grady High in the 1950-1952 seasons. Frank was both a fullback and a linebacker and starred at both positions. For
the Jewish kids of Atlanta, including
myself, he was known as “The Bull.” One
sportswriter described him in this fashion:
“Larry Frank, a lad with the heart of a
lion, strength of an ox, and tenacity of a
bulldog.”
“Sadly,” Larry told me during a recent
conversation in Jerusalem, “anti-Semitism
was rampant in Atlanta in that era. I was
called so many pejorative names—I cannot remember them all. Before one game,
the tenor of the anti-Semitic epithets rose
in unprecedented intensity. The two principals and the two coaches, ours and
theirs, were frightened and felt it important to have a pre-game ‘sitdown’ to diffuse the exaggerated situation.”
He described what happened next.
“When all the players were together in
that quiet setting at the ‘sitdown,’ tolerance prevailed. But two days later on the
field, both words and punches were
thrown. You can imagine; we had to protect ourselves, and we did.”
Historians of anti-Semitism have
found that the “Anti-Jewish Party” based
in Atlanta sent out circulars in the early
1950s reading: “Free America from
Jewish Domination.”
When Frank graduated from Henry
Grady High, he was offered a number of
football scholarships. His father, Morris,
felt that his son needed to be equipped
with the tools to make his way in life.
Finally, with the encouragement of his
mother, Rae, Larry chose Vanderbilt as a
school where he could play football and
acquire a solid education. He was the only
Jew on that college team in the four years
he was there, 1952-1956.
Larry Frank is an outstanding exam-

ple of a Jewish athlete who played both in
offense and defense positions. After all he
had endured in his high school years
because he was Jewish, he found that his
teammates and everybody he played
against in his four college years did not
raise the “fangs of anti-Semitism” at all.
In his senior year, his teammates elected
him co-captain, along with Jim
Cunningham.
“As co-captains, Larry and I were
able to enforce a training code for all the
players—including no drinking and no
smoking; drugs were not a problem yet.
Our intention was to see the victories pile
up during the season,” Jim said.
A deeply religious man, Cunningham
also explained that they recited “The
Lord’s Prayer” in the locker room before
each game. “This was really innovative at
that time, and we made it work for everyone, Larry in particular, by not including
the name of Jesus.”
If you surf the Internet, you will see
that in the 1950-2000 history of football,
Frank is singled out as blocking a punt
against Tulane in a 1955 game. For the
record, he actually blocked two punts that
year. “To block a punt, you have to give
100%, and the opposing lineman has to
give less than the maximum,” Frank
stressed.
His intensity in football was such that
he can replay almost every single game
for the listener right on the spot. In 1955,
Vanderbilt was honored and went to the
Gator Bowl, when there were only five
bowls each year. That 1955 game was the
first-ever coast-to-coast sports event telecast in the US. Their quarterback, Don
Orr, gave a sterling performance, and
Vanderbilt won.
Since returning to Atlanta 50 years
ago, Larry Frank married Lois, raised four
sons, who also grew to be fine athletes,
and built an outstanding business. He has
also been a key leader in the Atlanta
Jewish community, in particular in assis-
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tance to Israel.
“The Six-Day War inspired me and
made me realize how important it was to
have a strong, viable State of Israel. From
the early ‘30s, my late mother worked for
Hadassah and rose to be the Southeastern
regional president after the State of Israel
was born. I was inspired by her commitment throughout the years and have tried
to emulate it.”
Forty years ago, Frank’s first impact
nationally in American Jewish circles was
a program he created whereby synagogues
would put up their synagogue buildings as
collateral and then take a large loan from
the bank. With that money, a high denomination Israel Bond was purchased. Then,
synagogue members would be asked to
contribute funds to cover the interest
related to the bonds. Millions of dollars
were made available to Israel in the early
1970s as a result of this effort. The Beth
Jacob Synagogue of Atlanta, whose rabbi
emeritus Emanuel Feldman lives here in
Jerusalem, was the first congregation in
America to adopt this program.
Having visited Israel many times,
Larry and Lois Frank, a noted American
Jewish leader in her own right, decided to
purchase an apartment in Jerusalem both
to be near their children and to welcome
their friends from abroad. For the last six
months, the visit of the Vanderbilt players
and their wives has been uppermost in the
minds of the Franks.
Cunningham, Horton, and Stack are
practicing Christians who have supported
Israel in various ways. They have been
anxious to see Israel up close since,
through the years, they have learned much
about the country from their friends. Like
many visitors, they also wanted to see
some of the trees that they had planted in
various Jewish National Fund forests in
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Israel during the past 20 years.
After graduating in 1956, Horton, the
All-American halfback, “who blasted his
way into the end zone for his team’s final
touchdown at the Gator Bowl,” could not
go to the Los Angeles Rams, who had
drafted him, because he had to fulfill his
commitment to the Reserve Officers
Training Corps, a college scholarship program which was underwritten by active
duty branches of the U.S. military services. In his case, he served in the U.S. Navy
for two years. Subsequently, since the
Rams offered him a salary of only a meager few thousand dollars, he played
instead for the Montreal Alouettes of the
Canadian Football League, coached by an
American, Peahead Walker.
“I am amazed,” he said, “at the size of
the college football players now. I
weighed 180 pounds, and all my coaches
were satisfied. Now, college halfbacks can
carry as much as 230 pounds, and they are
just as fast as I was.”
Horton noted that the size of football
players in the U.S. has spurred the growth
of soccer. “There are so many talented
American athletes today who are not even
considered for recruitment by college
football coaches. So they are starring in
soccer, and the sport has been raised
another notch in the minds of Americans.”
Stack, a halfback, never lost a stride.
After a thirty-year career in business, he
entered the field of scientific development, establishing a company called
Private Energy Solutions, when he
reached his 70th year.
Living in Nashville, Tennessee, he
has a patent pending on a new energy system that can be installed anywhere in the
world and monitored from his offices in
Nashville. The process is known as waste
heat energy utilizing and uses recirculated

water and steam to produce heat more
economically.
Cunningham is a native of
Winchester, Tennessee, born in the postDepression years. He lived away from his
home for four years of football and subsequently for six years of coaching, after
which he returned to Winchester and went
into the insurance business.
“One of our city’s heroes is Dinah
Shore, a local Jewish girl, who was one of
the leading singers in the U.S. from the
1940s through the 1970s. She starred on
the stage with big bands, on the radio, and
then on TV. Her father was one of the few
Jewish merchants in the city from the ’20s
into World War II.”
It was quite an experience to watch
the expressions on the faces of these
recent visitors, both the men and the
women, and to listen to their meaningful
comments. As they walked the Via
Dolorosa, they stared closely at the
Stations of the Cross, realizing that, for
the first time, they were actually treading
in the footsteps of Jesus. Descending the
Mount of Olives to the Church of All
Nations, another one of the noted
Christian sites in Jerusalem they visited,
the presence of Jesus during the last week
of his life was truly with them.
Being at the Kotel and walking
through the tunnels there gave them a true
sense of the antiquity of the Jewish people
in this land. The model of Jerusalem in the
Second Temple Period and the Shrine of
the Book in the Israel Museum were for
the group a prelude to a visit to Yad
Vashem, where the meaning of the
Holocaust is now even more powerfully
portrayed.
Their itinerary also included many
important Christian sites in the Galilee.
They left before Shavuot, but there is
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much that can be learned from these individuals, who are all in their mid-70s.
Horton, Cunningham, Stack, and
Frank speak with precision about every
game they played for Vanderbilt. They can
easily explain to you why each play
worked or why it did not. However, what
quickly became clear from them was not
Walter Mitty-style fantasizing; on the contrary, they each have been inspired, even
motivated, by football to live productive
lives in which there is a celebration of
every moment while they are still in the
game.
Our Torah, with its mitzvot and
details, constantly reminds us that we can
never get enough of the words of God,
given us at Mount Sinai. We must repeat,
respect, and learn them bechol yom, each
and every day.
Symbolically speaking, we are all
“footballers,” laboring diligently to insure
that each play works. However, when we
fail, we must learn from our mistakes, so
that we can do better in the future.
The seal of Vanderbilt University
contains an oak leaf and an acorn. Let the
lives of our guests and the teachings of
our Torah help us live so that “from little
acorns mighty oaks will grow.” We
believe that the recent experience of our
guests will inspire many other American
Christians to visit Israel. Lois and Larry
Frank have scored a goal once again.
David Geffen, his wife, Rita, and their
three children have lived in Israel since
1977. A native of Atlanta, David is the son
of the late Anna and Louis Geffen.

This article first appeared in the The
Jerusalem Post (www.jpost.com), May 18,
2010, and is reprinted with permission.

Never, ever kiss a crab!
By Susan Robinson
Children and animals: somehow,
the two have always gone together. In our
household, we had a basic pet rule: if the
animal couldn’t fit in the palm of your
hand, you couldn’t bring it home.
Obviously, this meant no dogs and no
cats. What we did have was plenty of
hamsters, gerbils, fish, and hermit crabs.
And when I say “plenty,” I mean exactly
that. At one point, we had a grand total of
18 hamsters in our home. (Nobody had
ever told us not to buy two pregnant hamsters!)
What could a family do with that
many hamsters? Our daughter brought
one to class. He stayed in his cage, displayed as part of her book report presentation. We entered another hamster in a
best-dressed pet contest. He wore a
Barbie dress and cape and won second
prize. (His main competitor, a dog, was
dressed as an Elvis look-alike.) A friend
took pity on us, adopting two of the

babies. Then, we convinced the pet store
owners to share some of the responsibility; they took most of the remaining hamsters off our hands. The very last hamster
was brought to my school, where she
quickly became the much-loved class pet.
Yes, Sweetheart was loved by
all. But did she appreciate all that attention? No way. At one point, she ran away
from home. The children searched in
every cabinet, closet, and cubby. No
Sweetheart anywhere. We put out cracker
crumbs, hoping to lead her up a toy ramp
and into a bucket. The expectation was
that Sweetheart would find her way into
the bucket, but would be unable to get
out. It didn’t work. By the morning, the
crumbs were gone, replaced by little
rodent
droppings—but
still
no
Sweetheart. After two weeks, we gave up.
And that’s when I found her, scampering
around in the closet amidst the board
games. Who knew that class pets could be
so much trouble?
It could have been worse.

Months earlier, while I was studentteaching in an Atlanta public school, I
noticed a 4th grader squirming in the corner of the room. I went over to investigate
and discovered a live hermit crab dangling from his lip. Apparently, this boy
had picked up the class pet—Herman, the
hermit crab—and had given it a kiss. Yep,
a real kiss, and now the crab was hanging
onto the boy’s lip as if its life depended
on it. As a novice teacher, I was unprepared for this event. Yes, I knew how to
take attendance. I could teach a math lesson using Unifix cubes. But this was far
beyond my level of expertise. There’s
only one person in a school who’s knowledgeable and adventuresome enough to
handle just about any situation—the
school nurse. She dripped some cold
water on the boy’s lip, and the crab simply let go. The poor crab survived the
rather traumatic event unscathed. The student, however, suffered a painful, somewhat embarrassing, black-and-blue
swollen lip for two weeks. I doubt if he’s

ever kissed another crab.
But why do we have pets?
Certainly, we want to encourage our children to develop empathy and accountability. Our Judaic tradition instructs us to
properly maintain and feed animals in our
care. Going all the way back to Adam and
Chava, we learn that we are caretakers of
the Earth. We have the responsibility of
being good stewards of everything that is
in it. Surely this is a mitzvah that we
strive to teach to our children.
A few months ago, a zebra was
discovered hoofin’ it on I-85. This caused
quite a stir. A news helicopter flew overhead. The MARTA police arrived at the
scene. Did anybody know how to handle
this situation? Finally, the circus people
arrived, claimed the zebra as their own,
and took him home. Of course, if the
police had simply called the local elementary school from the get-go, some 4th
grader (or the school nurse) would have
known exactly what to do. Children and
animals just naturally go together.
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JFGA’s Community Campaign 2010 raises $15.35 million
Jewish Federation of Greater
Atlanta’s Community Campaign 2010
officially closed June 30, with a final
tally of $15.35 million to fund Jewish
programs and organizations in Atlanta, in
Israel, and around the world.
With the theme “The Good We Do Is
Up to You,” the annual campaign funds
three focus areas: Jewish education and
continuity; vulnerable populations; and
Israel and overseas. To accomplish its
goals, Federation allocates campaign
funds to 14 affiliate agencies and five
programmatic
initiatives
called
Outcomes—which include 50 community organizations—that impact every
aspect of Jewish life in Atlanta and
abroad.
“In the midst of continuing economic difficulties, there are more requests for
services than ever,” Campaign Chair Joel
Marks said. “As we have met with
donors this year, it’s been truly moving to
see so many community members stepping up to the challenge and personally

answering the call for aid.”
Services
that
benefit
from
Federation’s funds include transportation
and home safety services for the elderly,
job assistance and career counseling for
those affected by the economic downturn, scholarships for children attending
Jewish day schools, and much more.
Teens like Ali Corwin also benefit
from the work of Federation. She participates in The Door and Ladder Society, a
hands-on philanthropy program for
Jewish 10th- and 11th-graders who want
to practice tikkun olam. Through this,
she has gained a better understanding of
the needs in the Atlanta community.
“This is my way to change the future,”
she said. “Being involved in Door and
Ladder and the teen board at my synagogue has given me the opportunity to
understand what other people find important. I’ve also learned more about both
the Jewish and non-Jewish needs in our
community.”

MIDAS OF SANDY SPRINGS

JFGA ANNUAL
MEETING
Nearly 300 community members
attended Jewish Federation of Greater
Atlanta’s 104th Annual Meeting on
Thursday, June 3. The event featured the
Side-by-Side Singers from the Marcus
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta and
vignettes by Michael Sokol, Jillian
Fratkin, and Lev Gartman. Carol Cooper
was thanked for her two years of exceptional service as chair of the board and
Robert Arogeti was inducted and welcomed as the new chair of the board.
Gerald Horowitz was honored as the
Lifetime of Achievement Award winner.
Federation’s annual award winners
were also acknowledged at the event:
• Gerald H. Cohen Community
Development Award: Ashley Toporek
Woodman
• Mary & Max London “People Power”
Award: Steve Kutner
• Abe Schwartz Young Leadership Award:
Kellee Rosenberg
• Marilyn Shubin Professional Staff
Development Award: Miriam Friedman

Pictured (back row): Reed Bell, Chris Adams, Patty Conway,
Mark Ritzer, Mike Doherty. (Front row): Jessie Swieter,
Damien Gordon, George Hall, Les Walker, Mark Hoover

We service all your vehicle needs
Exhaust • Brakes • Tires • Alignment • Air Conditioning
All Factory Scheduled Maintenance Programs

404-255-7272
6560 Roswell Road
100 Yards South of Abernathy - Next to Taco Bell

Outgoing Chair of the Board
Carol Cooper with her grandchildren

Augusta honors an adored
and respected citizen
Anne T. Schneider was honored by her
beloved synagogue, Adas Yeshurun, as well
as a large crowd of friends and family on
May 22, which was officially designated
Anne T. Schneider Day in Augusta by
Mayor Deke Copenhaver.

for All Vehicles

New Chair of the Board Robert
Arogeti with his wife, Amy, and
Executive Committee Member
Lisa Haynor (photos: Greg
Mooney)

Anne T. Schneider
Adas Yeshurun’s Rabbi David Sirull
presented a special proclamation to Mrs.
Schneider, who received it while flanked
by son Ira Schneider and daughters Donna

Smith and Tina Weinstein.
Synagogue President Dr. Jackie Cohen
and Sisterhood President Susan Steinberg
delivered a tribute to her during Saturday
morning services. Afterwards, all were
treated to a gala Kiddush luncheon, which
included many toasts given by family
members and friends.
Mrs. Schneider and her late husband,
Abe, founded Schneider’s Music in
Augusta, which they ran for 42 years. She
has given of herself for over a half century.
Mrs. Schneider is affectionately
known by most as “Aunt Annie.” Members
of Adas Yeshurun Synagogue also know
her as the “Minyan Mom” for her many
years serving as a committee of one, making nightly calls to ensure the required
number of participants for the daily services.
In addition to serving as kitchen chairwoman and “masgiach” for many years,
she always remembered those serving our
country away from their homes. During
World War II, she provided home hospitality for soldiers stationed at what was then
known as Camp Gordon. She also planned
and prepared holiday meals for these soldiers.
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Kosher Korner
KOSHER FISH CONCERN. As many
kosher consumers are aware, there is an
intense, ongoing discussion about the
halachic status of the anisakis worm found
in many kosher fish, with opinions varying
as to whether kosher fish, natural hosts of
this worm, are acceptable. The Atlanta
Kashruth Commission is monitoring the
discussion closely. While many respectable
halachic authorities advise banning these
fish (and the AKC respects those who practice according to this stricter approach),
there are others who permit eating them. At
this time, the AKC is making no changes in
its policies regarding kosher fish.
——Return to Eden is now carrying a full
line of gluten-free products from Yudi’s and
Heaven Mills. They also carry a natural (not
gluten-free) line from Irene’s Bakery.
——Winn-Dixie Candy Corn mistakenly
bears an unauthorized OU symbol and is not
kosher. The product is being withdrawn
from the marketplace.
——Woeber’s Mayo Gourmet roasted
chipotle mayonnaise contains dairy ingredients as listed on the ingredient panel, but the
OU-D designated sign has been inadvertently omitted.
——Southern Comfort sold in the United
States is not kosher. A special production
sold in Israel and bearing a hechsher from
Badatz Beit Yosef is kosher and parve.
There is also a special dairy production
found in Israel that bears the approval of the
London Beis Din.
Often, special productions of kosher
food are made even from a non-kosher factory and then sold in Israel with a hashgacha
certification on the package. This does not
mean that the item without a hashgacha is
approved. Some examples of this are
Southern Comfort, Charms Bubblegum lollipops, Tic Tacs, and Wrigley’s gum, all of
which can be found in Israel and sometimes
in kosher specialty stores in America. The
regular production of these items is not
approved.
——Northside Hospital is now serving, by
request, AKC-kosher-approved food from
Goodfriend’s Grill for lunch and dinner.
——WHAT MAKES A WINE KOSHER? Wine
and grape juice must always have a reliable
kosher certification. The production of
kosher wine involves many requirements.
All ingredients must be kosher. No animal
products may be used. Gelatin or egg whites
are sometimes used by non-kosher wine
makers to clarify wine; kosher winemakers
use a clay material, called bentonite, which
pulls suspended particles to the bottom of

BY Rabbi Reuven
Stein
the barrel. All the equipment, tools, and
winemaking storage facilities must be
kosher. Barrels, if they are not new, must be
kashered three times with a special washout process. There are special rules governing the handling of the wine during the harvest and production. Only Sabbath-observant Jews are allowed to come into direct
contact with the wine.
Not all Israeli wines are kosher.
Production of Israeli wine has additional
restrictions. Kosher wine from Israel must
be from tithed grapes (terumos and ma’asros). Grapes from new vines may not be
used for making wine; winemakers must
wait until after the fourth year. There is also
a prohibition on growing other fruits and
vegetables between the vines. In Israel,
every seventh year, the fields must be left
fallow (shemittah). Some Israeli wines that
are kosher when produced during a nonshemittah year are not kosher when produced during the shemittah year. Check to
make sure that all 2008 wine from Israel has
a reliable hechsher on the bottle. These
wines, even if kosher, may have kedushas
sheviis (holiness from the seventh year) and
must be handled with special sanctity. One
cannot waste any of this wine or use it to put
out the havdalah candle.
There are two different types of kosher
wine: mevushal (cooked or pasteurized) and
non-mevushal (not cooked). If the bottle of
wine does not say mevushal, it is nonmevushal. Mevushal wines have no restrictions on handling. It is AKC policy that only
mevushal wines can be used in restaurants,
catering, and synagogues. Non-mevushal
wines are kosher, but have many detailed
laws about serving and handling. If a nonJew or a non-believing Jew comes into contact with an open bottle of this wine, it could
be rendered not kosher; a rabbi should be
consulted. Gloves do not help.
Many expensive brands and Israeli
brands are non-mevushal. Some companies,
such as Kedem, make mevushal and nonmevushal versions of the same wine. Some
wines are mevushal in certain size bottles
and non-mevushal in other size bottles. It is
prudent t o always check the label. New
technology called flash pasteurization has
allowed for higher quality mevushal wine.
A study from the University of California at
Davis claims that it is not possible to consistently taste the difference between
mevushal and non-mevushal wine.
Rabbi Reuven Stein is director of supervision for the Atlanta Kashruth Commission,
a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting kashruth through education,
research, and supervision.
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Kosher Affairs
SUMMER’S
LANDING.
Summer’s
Landing Mount Vernon, located next door to
Congregation B’nai Torah, is a 42-unit kosher
assisted living community. Fred Glusman,
kashrut supervisor/chaplain of the facility,
takes great pride in the residence, and he suggested that I visit to meet the chef and tour the
kitchen facilities.
This welcoming, upscale community
offers apartments with full kitchens or single
studios with private bathrooms and partial
kitchens. Some rooms have private balconies.
Common areas include a library, exercise
room, lovely grounds, and a full-service
kosher dining room. Programs include religious services, excursions, and holiday celebrations. In addition to the general residence,
there is The Cove, a separate 22-unit memory impairment care area.
Summer’s Landing Mount Vernon has
meat and dairy kitchens, under the supervision of the AKC and the direction of Fred
Glusman. Meals are managed and provided
by Chef Daniel Holloway and a small staff.
Holloway plans the menus (three meals daily,
with special meals for Shabbat) according to
residents’ preferences, as well as their nutritional and dietary requirements. The menu is
driven by traditional favorites. Not only does
the food look appealing, it is presented beautifully and served at a buffet in the lovely dining room.

BY Roberta
Scher
Summers Landing Dining room
LOCAL AND KOSHER
NEW! FuegoMundo owners Masha and Udi
Hershkowitz have announced a new kosher
catering option: Latin-style kosher catering in
approved AKC kosher facilities around

Chef Daniel Holloway (left) and Fred
Glusman
The day I was there, lunch choices
included meatloaf and one of the house
favorites, fried chicken, with several choices
of side dishes. Other specialties include
kugel, brisket, roast chicken, and flavored
pound cake.
By the way, Chef Holloway also caters
private events. Contact him at hollowaycatering@bellsouth.net.
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Atlanta. When we asked Masha for an example of a menu, she shared innovative dishes
such as tapas, ceviche, grilled chicken skewers, sweet plaintains, Latin salad, tropical
fruit with dark chocolate fondue, and homemade sangria. The pair recently served a similar menu at the Am Yisrael Chai! event at
Congregation Beth Tefillah. Arriba! Let the
tasting begin! For more information, contact
Masha at mashahers@aol.com or 770-8337471.

Kosher Affairs on
the road, again!
LOS ANGELES IN FOUR DAYS.
One winery, six wonderful restaurants, two memorable museums, one
joyful wedding, and the red-eye back
to Atlanta! We wined and dined at
Herzog Wine Cellars, Tierra Sur,
Delice Bistro, Shiloh, Pat’s, Got
Kosher, and The Milky Way!
On my recent visit to Los Angeles
to celebrate a wedding (mazel tov,
Eliana and Micah Katz), I visited several kosher restaurants. I have written
extensively about them on my website, www.koshereye.com, but one in
particular was quite a memorable
experience.
I had the pleasure of meeting
Leah Adler at The Milky Way, a
kosher, dairy restaurant on Pico
Boulevard in the center of “kosher”
Beverly Hills. Aside from enjoying
Leah’s delicious blintzes (recipe
below), what made this visit special?
It was her welcoming greeting, her
never-ending smile, and the way she

AVENUE K TEAMS UP WITH EMORY.
Avenue K, a glatt kosher, AKC-certified
catering company within Saratoga Event
Group, is the first kosher caterer to hold an
event at the Emory Conference Center Hotel.
A wedding reception, this event was a team
effort, combining Avenue K’s management
See KOSHER AFFAIRS, page 36

Recipes
Easy Pound Cake
Adapted from a recipe by Chef Daniel
Holloway
8 eggs
2 cups plain flour
2 1/2 cups sugar
1 cup oil
1 tablespoon flavoring
Beat eggs and sugar together. Add
remaining ingredients, mix well, and
pour into a greased loaf pan.
Bake at 325 degrees, until done
(about one hour).
——Fried Chicken
Adapted from a recipe by Chef Daniel
Holloway
Wash and dry chicken. Rub with
onion powder, garlic powder, salt, pepper, and paprika. Refrigerate overnight.
Dredge in flower, and pan fry in hot
oil.
Meat Loaf
Adapted from a recipe by Chef Daniel
Holloway
5 lbs. ground meat (80% beef, 20%
other)
10 eggs
2 1/2 cups bread crumbs
1 cup each minced peppers, carrots, and
celery
1/2 cup onions, minced
salt, pepper, and garlic to taste

At The Milky Way restaurant: (from
left) Roberta Scher, Allan Scher,
Leah Adler, Betty Minsk, Shelley
Shaw, and Allen Shaw
See ON THE ROAD, page 37

Sauté all vegetables; Combine with
the remaining ingredients. Form into
loaves.
Bake at 350 degrees for about one
hour. Cool in refrigerator, then slice.
When ready to serve, slather top with
ketchup and reheat. Makes about 20
slices.
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From page 34
and culinary staff with the hotel’s professional event staff. For more information, contact
Faith Kart at 770-578-7110, or visit
avenuekosher.com.
MANDELBROT MADNESS. Elegant
Essen (elegantessencatering.com) is now
offering AKC-certified, gift packaged
Amazing Apricot, Delish Date & Nut,
Marlene’s Mahvelous Chocolate Mah-ble,
and Chunky-Cherry Choco-Chip mandelbrot
for $18, plus shipping. For more information,
call 770-451-3065, or visit elegantessencatering.com.
HOW SWEET IT IS. Ali’s Cookies has some
new kosher, parve products, including challahs, sheet cakes, and cupcakes. Lucky folks
in East Cobb! Visit www.shipacookie.com.
SIMONE’S AT WHOLE FOODS. Both the
Sandy Springs and Briarcliff Whole Foods
will be carrying assorted kosher, parve pas-
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tries from Simone’s Bakery, including rugulach, cinnamon and chocolate sticks, babkas,
and babka muffins. If you shop at these
stores, do let them know how much you
appreciate these new kosher products!
Contact us.... What’s Cooking?
This column is meant to provide the
reader with current trends and developments
in the kosher marketplace and lifestyle. Since
standards of kashruth certification vary,
check with the AKC or your local kashruth
authority to confirm reliability. If you are
searching for a hard-to-find kosher ingredient, need help with a kosher substitution, or
have a kosher food question, please contact
us, and we will do our best to find the answer.
Also, we ask that you share your discoveries
with us and look forward to hearing from
you. E-mail kosheraffairs@gmail.com.
Come visit www.Koshereye.com. Please
take a look, sign up for our newsletter, and let
us know what you think. Tweet with us at
twitter.com/koshereye, and follow us on
Facebook.com/KosherEye.
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On The Road

For all of the details—food, wine, food
for thought—visit www.koshereye.com.

From page 34
shared the pride she felt for her famous
son, none other than director/producer
Steven Spielberg. Leah, who is in her
90s, works six full days a week, making
customers feel like special guests.
Several Atlantans, also in town for the
wedding, joined me for lunch, and Leah
made all of us feel like friends. By the
way, framed posters of Steven’s
acclaimed films hang on the back walls
of the restaurant.

—————The Skirball Cultural Center and
Museum of Tolerance inspired us, informed
us, and gave us a better understanding of
both our Jewish heritage and our Jewish
future as citizens of the world. We think that
both the Skirball (whose mission is “to
explore the connections between four thousand years of Jewish heritage and the vitality
of American democratic ideals”) and the
Museum of Tolerance, the educational arm
of the Simon Wiesenthal Center, are essential
destinations when visiting the area, offering
important life perspectives about who we
are, where we’ve been, and where we could
and should go. Los Angeles is fortunate to
have both of these resources, and we feel fortunate that we had an opportunity to experience them.

—————Dairy Blintzes
Adapted from The Milky Way Restaurant
and The Settlement Cookbook
Blintz Batter:
3 eggs
1 cup milk
1/4 cup water
1 cup flour
Pinch of salt
Combine all ingredients, and mix well.
Pour batter, about 3 tablespoons at a time,
onto a hot, slightly greased pan, and rotate
pan so that mixture covers bottom completely. Fry on one side only.
Turn pancakes out on a towel. Place
desired filling on browned side, fold into an
envelope shape, and fry in butter until brown
on all sides. Serve with sour cream. Yield: 15
blintzes.
Cheese Filling:
1 pound farmer cheese (dry cottage cheese)
2 eggs
1 tablespoon melted butter
Sugar and lemon juice, to taste
1/4 cup raisins, if desired
Combine all ingredients and mix well.
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We are all connected
Someone once very cleverly posited that,
in this world, each of us is no more than six
degrees of separation from everyone else. I
heartily agree.
After her trip to China some weeks ago,
my friend Linda brought back a book titled
The Jews in Shanghai, which she loaned to
me. She visited the small Jewish museum
there, the former Ohel Moishe Synagogue,
just a block away from the house where I was
born.
This large book features pictures of my
Rabbi Meir Ashkenazie (who signed my birth
certificate) and his two young daughters, with
whom I played as a child. We later attended
school together and even extended our friendships, decades later, with them in New York
and me in Atlanta. In Shanghai, my family
lived at No. 1 Chusan Road, and my friends
were in No. 8 house. Friday evening services
at the little synagogue were a treat for us kiddies—we were given a sip of wine at the
Kiddush, but only if we had been quiet and
well behaved during the service!
It just so happened that my cousin Seth
also sent me a clipping from The New York
Times’ architecture section, featuring the same
row house on Chusan Road. The article was
called “The Former Jewish Ghetto.” The
houses were built by the Baghdadi British
Jews in the very early 1900s, and each threestory structure housed one family. Now, there
must be about ten families crowded into each
building, with clotheslines strung across the

BY Balfoura Friend
Levine
fronts of those classic structures.
The final jewel in this “triple crown” of a
saga brings us back to Atlanta. Needing some
help with the constant hissing in my ears, I
was referred to Dr. Malcolm Graham, at
Emory. In chatting with him, I mentioned that,
when I was about five, my amah (nursemaid)
in Shanghai took me to a Chinese dispensary,
where they ground up some snakeskin or
whatever, put it in my ear, and “cured” my
earache. Dr. Graham said he, too, was born in
Shanghai. We discovered that we went to the
same schools. (Boys were separated from the
girls by a bamboo fence.). His father worked
for the Shanghai Telephone Company. Since
they were British, he and his family were
interned during the war; after that, they
moved to Canada, where they became citizens. Young Graham earned his medical
degree at the famous McGill University and
eventually came down to good old Atlanta,
and he is now an American citizen. He and I
were both tickled about us Old China Hands
meeting after about 65 years (and six degrees)
of separation.
This is a wonderful world we live in.
God Bless America.
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ing astronomy. Students enjoyed Ms.
Curtis’ presentation, which involved the
Activboard and included brilliant images
and videos created from pictures taken by
the Hubble Telescope. Additionally, Ms.
Curtis spoke to students and engaged them
through a question-and-answer period.
Pictured: Ilana Gorod watches as Leslie
Curtis holds up a mission patch, one of the
many NASA souvenirs and educational
items given to the 6th-grade students.

By Belle Klavonsky
Eagle in the areas of leadership, coachability, and sportsmanship. The award was presented to this year’s winners by 2009 recipients and alumni Hilit Jacobson and
Geoffey Nathan.

PATHWAY TO INDEPENDENCE. This
spring, Torah Day School of Atlanta 4thgrade students led a revolution, fought a
war, wrote a constitution, and met Samuel
Adams, Paul Revere, Thomas Jefferson,
and the Georgia delegates to the
Constitutional
Convention
in
Philadelphia...all thanks to the docents at
the Cobb County Youth Museum. This participatory experience brings to life the stirring events and, most important, the ideas
and ideals that drove the colonies to break
away from England. Pictured: Rabbi
Michoel Alterman and 4th-grade boys portray British Redcoats confronted by angry
American colonists.

YOM YERUSHALAYIM. TDSA students
enjoyed numerous Yom Yerushalayim
activities. Fifth-graders and middle-school
girls visited Jerusalem via a PowerPoint
presentation developed by Mrs. Sara Nir.
She also created a program for the middleschool girls (pictured) that presented a
timeline of Jewish leaders. Rabbi Yitzchak
Holland shared with the 8th-grade boys his
experiences in the Israel Defense Forces,
including
descriptions
of
Yom
Yerushalayim celebrations and stories from
the reunification. Dr. Ron Ezoory explained
to elementary classes how the reunification
occurred, showed different types of munitions that were used, and explained the
IDF’s role in taking control of the Kotel.

THE NEXT STEP. The Epstein School said
farewell to its 8th-grade students at a graduation ceremony that included a welcome
by Head of School Stan Beiner, as well as a
humorous High School Musical-style songand-dance performance. Words of reflection and hope for the future were offered by
Steven A. Rakitt, executive director of the
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta.
Pictured: Girls from the Class of 2010 give
a big thumbs-up to show their enthusiasm
and excitement about graduation.

NEW PRESCHOOL OPTION. Due to the
success of Epstein’s new First Steps
Program, demand for spaces in the preschool has increased. Parents expressed
particular interest in expanding the Sandy
Springs toddler program to include younger
children, so, starting in 2010-11, that campus will accept students as young as 18
months of age. Through a variety of handson, multi-sensory, and experiential activities, Epstein preschoolers are active participants in the learning process. Additionally,
this bilingual program weaves the Jewish
experience into the structure of daily life.
Pictured: Brandon Yoels.

CLASS OF 2010. Greenfield Hebrew
Academy’s Class of 2010 numbered 49 students (pictured). This year’s ceremony took
place on June 2.

A JOYOUS CEREMONY. At The Epstein
School’s graduation ceremony, D’var Torah
and prayers were offered by Rabbi Lou
Feldstein. Erin Beiner, president of the 8thGrade Knesset, spoke eloquently and gave
her parting words to the Class of 2010, as
did class advisor Debbie Sasson. Middle
School Principal Myrna Rubel then provided the class with advice and presented the
class gift. Of course, as with many milestone events at Epstein, there was lots of
singing and dancing. Pictured: Epstein 8thgrade boys enjoy a moment of camaraderie
at graduation.
ATHLETES OF THE YEAR. Epstein 8thgraders Harrison Siegal and Sydney Perloe
(pictured) were this year’s recipients of the
prestigious Epstein Eagle Athlete of the
Year Award, given each year to one male
and one female 8th-grade student who
excel in sports. Candidates must play sports
in all three seasons and exemplify the highcaliber character expected of an Epstein

THE LION KING IN HEBREW. Epstein
8th-graders performed to sold-out crowds
in the middle school production of The Lion
King in Hebrew. This year, 5th-graders
were also given the opportunity to perform
in key scenes. Epstein students demonstrated their mastery of the Hebrew language,
their musical talents, and their creative side
in this tale about survival, the law of the
jungle, the power of love, and the neverending circle of life. Pictured: Mufasa
(Naomi Levison, right) and young Simba
(Jake Berne)

OUT OF THIS WORLD. NASA engineer/rocket scientist Leslie Curtis, mother
of Epstein Middle School Learning Styles
Specialist Alicia Curtis, recently visited
Epstein 6th-graders when they were study-

TOURING ATLANTA. After an in-depth
study of Georgia’s history, topography, and
natural resources, GHA 4th-graders (pictured) toured Atlanta to see things first
hand. Sites included Oglethorpe University;
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the Samuel House Plantation, where
General Sherman stayed during the Battle
of Atlanta; the birth home of Martin Luther
King, Jr., and the Reflecting Pool; Sweet
Auburn; the Georgia Tech campus, the Fox
Theatre, and the Governor’s Mansion.
Stops were made at the State Capitol,
Centennial Park, and The Temple.

sponsored this beautiful event.

WINGING IT. Recently, 7th-graders in Ms.
Tenenbaum’s science class at GHA studied
the muscular and skeletal system. By dissecting a chicken wing, they were able to
look at the humerus, radius, ulna, tendons,
and ligaments. In addition, they looked
inside the bone and viewed the bone marrow, where red and white blood cells are
formed.
WHAT A MITZVAH. GHA 3rd-grader
Brad Flory recently participated in the MS
Walk 2010 at Piedmont Park. Brad raised
$250 on his own to help find a cure for multiple sclerosis, a disease that affects his
aunt. Brad also served as co-captain of his
aunt’s team of walkers; together, team
members collected more than $1,600 for
MS.

SIYUM HaTORAH. GHA’s Siyum
HaTorah in May was an incredible experience. Students watched as the sofer, Rabbi
Pincus (pictured), completed the last letters
of the Torah. Then everyone broke out in
song and dance to welcome the new torah to
GHA. Julie Kaminsky and Alan Minsk
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DAVIS GRADUATION. Seventy-three students received diplomas during The Davis
Academy’s 2010 graduation ceremony (pictured). The class members are going on to
many different high schools, including The Weber School, The Woodward Academy, Pace
Academy, The Westminster Schools, North Springs High School, and others.
TALENT. The GHA Talent Showcase took
place May 21. Over 60 students in 3rd-8th
grades took part in 25 performances. The
acts included piano, saxophone, guitar,
singing, dancing, and comedy. Pictured:
Zach Maslia playing the saxophone

THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE. Stefanie
Solmson (pictured), Davis Academy Class
of 2001, gave the alumni address at the
Davis graduation ceremony. During the
next school year, Stefanie will teach 3rd
grade and become the first Davis graduate
to return to the school as a faculty member.

COOKIES FOR A CAUSE. Davis 2ndgrade students finished the year with a
sweet mission. The students “sold” cookies
and other treats to Lower School students in
exchange for nonperishable food items for
the Atlanta Community Food Bank.
Pictured: (from left) Caroline Goldman,
Evan Berger, Dara Grocer, and Gabrielle
Kogan

FIELD DAY FUN. The Red Team (pictured) won during The Davis Academy
Lower School Field Day in May. Students
had a great time competing in activities
ranging from rope pull to relays, ending the
day with the annual Quiz Bowl, which tests
students’ Judaic knowledge.

Or VeShalom Talmud Torah students raise money for Yad L’Yad
To mark the end of the school year,
the students of the Or VeShalom Talmud
Torah School presented Yad L’Yad
Charity Fund a tzedakah check in the
amount of $220.
“Or VeShalom Talmud Torah School
participates in an annual tzedakah project
every Hanukah to raise money for Yad
L’Yad Charity Fund,” said Mrs. Zahavah
Stillman, school director. “The children,
grades 1-7, learn about an aspect of
Judaism and then make artworks that will
be sold to the public during the Or
VeShalom Hanukah Bazaar. The first
year, children studied the Blessing for the
Home and learned about the historical
and religious significance of the hamsa.
Children then painted and decorated
hamsas with the Blessing for the Home.
“The second year, children studied
brachot for food, holidays, and signifi-

Or
VeShalom
tzedakah project

Talmud

Torah

cant events. Each child selected a brachot
to research and then decorated a picture
frame according to the theme of the brachot. A copy of the text of the brachot
was placed in each picture frame.

“Last year, the children gave
tzedakah to charities in Israel to benefit
displaced families in Gush Katif and also
presented a check to Mrs. Malka
Rosenbaum, of blessed memory, former
president of the Yad L’Yad Charity
Fund.”
Currently, Yad L’Yad Charity Fund is
making a summer appeal to raise money
for Metro Atlanta Jewish families.
The severe effects of the economic
crisis and high unemployment are still
being felt. Many local families are seeking food assistance and grants for other
emergency needs, some for the first time
in their lives.
Yad L’Yad Charity Fund is receiving
more requests on a daily basis for assistance during these difficult times. The
fund distributes food parcels, grocery
store gift cards, and emergency grants to

Jewish families and individuals in Metro
Atlanta, including Norcross, Sandy
Springs, Alpharetta, and Dunwoody.
This program is made possible only
with generous donations. Ninety-seven
percent of all money collected goes to
assist families in need.
Yad L’Yad is encouraging people to
consider a recurring monthly taxdeductible donation. A secure online
donation can be made by visiting
www.yadlyad.com; or checks can be
mailed to: Yad L’Yad Charity Fund, Inc.,
2897 North Druid Hills Road, #205,
Atlanta GA 30329.
For more information about programs, to obtain a tzedakah box, or to let
Yad L’ Yad know about someone in need,
call
678-466-7640,
or
e-mail
info@yadlyad.com.
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Tell it like it is
[Edmund] Burke said there were Three
Estates in Parliament [The Lords
Spiritual, Lords Temporal, and the
Commons.]; but, in the Reporters’
Gallery yonder, there sat a Fourth Estate
more important far than they all.
Thomas Carlyle in his book On Heroes
and Hero Worship
This recognition of the power and
importance of the media then, as now,
puts a moral responsibility on this segment of society to fairly and reasonably
convey information to the general public
without a bias toward a particular position and without the intent to influence.
In light of the overwhelming emphasis on the negative aspects of actions that
have taken place in which Israel has been

BY Marvin
Botnick
a participant, I find a dearth of reports on
the major contributions that are being
made by that country in the development
of projects for the betterment of mankind
and steps that have been made to peacefully live with its neighbors. What follows are only two such examples.
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN JOINT VENTURE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
WIND ENERGY. According to a press
release dated June 28, 2010, a joint ven-

ture has been entered into by Israel Wind
Power and Brothers Group Engineering
Company of Bethlehem, a Palestinian
company established in 2006, “exclusively dedicated to the installation of
wind turbines in the Palestinian West
Bank areas.”
Brothers Group has been building its
own wind turbines in the Bethlehem
region for about five years and builds
everything from scratch with a group of
10 engineers and five laborers. Dr.
Mohammed Salem, CEO, is quoted in
another piece as describing the endeavor
as follows: “Our turbines are built from
parts from Palestine. We are the first and
only wind company in Lebanon, Jordan
and Palestine that’s building turbines.”
The press release continues with the
information that Israel Wind Power will
make available to Brothers an “open
channel to market its products, the ability to receive raw materials and the ability to significantly upgrade its development.” Yoram Suissa of Israel Wind
Power states that it “will be for our
Palestinian friends and colleagues a
pipeline for their products to be marketed both in Israel and abroad. We shall
partially finance their initial activities
and act to raise money for joint projects
from various sources.”
FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY. Millions of

BUSINESS BITS
By Marsha Liebowitz
RABBI BREGMAN JOINS THE TEMPLE.
Rabbi Rachael M. Bregman has joined The
Temple, overseeing Jewish engagement with
Atlanta’s young
adults. Her work
goes beyond traditional synagogue
programming; it is
intended to provide
Jewish
young
adults meaningful
opportunities to
connect with fellow Jews and
engage with their
Rabbi Rachael M. Judaism on their
Bregman
own terms, via a
grassroots, do-ityourself style of Jewish action and participation. Originally from Boston, Bregman was
recently ordained at Hebrew Union College.
Her work and studies have taken her to
Uganda and Rwanda, as well as New York,
Minnesota, and Israel.
MESCON HONORED. The Georgia
Council on Economic Education honored Dr.
Michael Mescon with its inaugural Lifetime
Achievement Award at its annual meeting,
May 13, at the Federal Reserve Bank of
Atlanta. About 150 students, teachers, business leaders, education officials, and sup-

porters attended.
Dr. Mescon, once
called the “pied
piper of private
enterprise” by The
Wall Street Journal,
is dean emeritus of
the College of
B u s i n e s s
Administration at
Georgia
State
University. In 1963
Dr. Michael Mescon
he created at
Georgia State what was then the first Chair
of Private Enterprise, which concept has
since spread to other schools around the
world. In addition, he established the Center
for Business and Economic Education at
Georgia State University.
EAGLE STAR WINNERS. The 9th Annual
Eagle Star Awards Gala, the community
flagship event of the American-Israel
Chamber of Commerce, Southeast Region
(AICC), took place May 12. This year’s
award recipients are Given Imaging, Israeli
Company
of
the
Year,
and
Odysii/Documentor, Deal of the Year. The
Chamber also recognized past AICC Board
Chairman Laurie Olivier of Veritas Venture
Partners with the Chamber Founders Award,
and the Consulate General of Israel to the
Southeast with the Community Partner
Award.

BIG NAME IN SMALL BUSINESS. Debbi
Shapiro, president of Roswell’s Henderson
Shapiro, Inc., has
received the 2010
Small
Business
Person of the Year
Award from the
Metro
Atlanta
Chamber
of
Commerce.
In
business locally for
more than 15 years,
Shapiro and partner Jill Peck provide
marketing
Debbi Shapiro
and related business services to the
healthcare, bioscience, communications/
technology, transportation, and non-profit
industries. Shapiro is on the board of directors for the America Red Cross, Atlanta
Chapter, and is a founding member of
Congregation Gesher L’Torah. She is an
annual speaker at the “Lessons in
Leadership” program at the University of
Georgia’s Terry College of Business.
BUILDING AWARENESS. Steve Kleber,
owner and president, Kleber & Associates, a
marketing agency specializing in the home
and building industry, was recently elected
president of the National Remodeling
Foundation. The NRF is a non-profit organization designed to raise awareness and support for the industry; it also provides financial assistance for those entering the field or
for remodelers continuing their higher education. Kleber recently served as president of
the National Kitchen & Bath Association’s
Center for Kitchen and Bath Education and
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people may survive from the threat of
starvation thanks to the achievements of
Israeli researchers.
Potatoes, corn, wheat, and rice are
basic food products that provide the necessary food sustenance for the maintenance of life for many people. Dr. David
Levy, a faculty member of the Robert H.
Smith Institute of Plant Sciences and
Genetics in Agriculture of The Hebrew
University, believes that “in the potato
lies an answer to world hunger.”
The potatoes as we know them were
developed to provide good yields in
northern, temperate climates at temperatures below 30 Celsius. Through Dr.
Levy’s and his colleagues’ research over
the past 30 years, varieties have been
developed that can be grown at temperatures of 35 – 40 Celsius, and they have
had success in using water with average
salinity for irrigation.
As a result of this research, portions
of Israel that are hot and dry are well on
their way to becoming food productive.
The potential of this in the many arid
areas of the world to alleviate the suffering and starvation is overwhelming.
Honesty and integrity in reporting
demand the presentation of information.
But a complete picture is not created
with only one color. Use the complete
palette. Tell it like it is.
Research. He is a graduate of the University
of Georgia.
AICC LEADERSHIP. The American-Israel
Chamber of Commerce, Southeast Region,
has elected officers and board members for
2010-11. They are:
Charlie Harrison,
chairman; Lorin
Coles, chairmanelect; Joel Neuman
and
Benjamin
Fink, vice chairmen;
Jonathan
Minnen, secretary;
Steve Horn, treasurer; Ben Taube
and Oren Stern,
executive comAICC Chairman
mittee;
Karl
Charlie Harrison
Altmann, Nick
Setty,
Alicia
Roisman Ismach,
Henry Levi, Marc
Goldberg,
Phil
Rubin,
Simon
Henley, Terrance
Walts,
Kevin
Lovelace, Scott
Rafshoon,
Yair
Raz, Harris Fogel,
Bobby
Spann,
Steve Linowes,
Oren
Avissar,
AICC ChairmanEdward Getty,
elect Lorin Coles and Steve Zimba,
board of directors. Tom Glaser continues as
president and chief professional officer.
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MJCCA NEWS
THE WORKS OF MORDECHAI ROSENSTEIN. The Fine Family Art Gallery and
the Katz Family Mainstreet Gallery of the
Marcus Jewish Community Center of
Atlanta (MJCCA) are presenting “The
Works of Mordechai Rosenstein,” through
August 31.
The Hebrew alphabet is the essence of
Mordechai Rosenstein’s art. His love of
these forms is evident in every piece he creates. His vibrant shapes and colors enhance
synagogue interiors, tapestries, paintings,
murals, and silkscreen prints.
“The flowing forms of the letters have
been an inspiration to me since my youth,”
Rosenstein says.
Rosenstein was a member of the first
graduating class of Akiba Hebrew
Academy. While studying at Philadelphia
College of Art, he was profoundly influenced by one of his professors, the noted
abstract expressionist Franz Kline. By uniting his interests in Judaica and painting,
Rosenstein has given contemporary meaning to the art of Hebrew calligraphy.
The Fine Family Art Gallery is open
Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.,
and Saturday-Sunday, 9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
The Katz Family Mainstreet Gallery is open
Monday-Thursday, 5:30 a.m.-10:00 p.m.,
Friday, 5:30 am.-6:00 p.m., Saturday 8:00
a.m.-6:00 p.m., and Sunday, 8:00 a.m.10:00 p.m. Admission to both galleries is
free.
For more information, contact Emily
Stemer
(678-812-4073
or
emily.stemer@atlantajc.org) or Kim
Goodfriend (678-812-4071 or kim.goodfriend@atlantajcc.org),
or
visit
www.atlantajcc.org.
SUNSHINE SCHOOL MOVES TO TEMPLE KOL EMETH. The MJCCA’s East
Cobb preschool, The Sunshine School, is
relocating to Temple Kol Emeth, 1415 Old
Canton Road, Marietta, effective August
2. At this more centralized location, East
Cobb families will have access to new technology and an enhanced curriculum.
Moving with the Sunshine School are all of
its loving, highly trained, and experienced
teachers.
Preschool registration for the upcoming school year is currently underway. New

Sunshine School Director Raye
Lynn Banks with her granddaughter
and Sunshine student, Abby
Metzger
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June 29, 2010
To The Editor:
After each Harris Jacobs Dream Run, it becomes increasingly difficult to
find new words to thank everyone who was involved in this wonderful event honoring the memory of our beloved Harris.
Many of the committee members have been serving for the past 17 years
and are already busy looking ahead toward our CHAI event. This run/walk, which
is always the first Sunday in June, would not be possible without the dedicated committee, staff members of the MJCCA, volunteers, and our runners and walkers who
participate each year.
My family and I are eternally grateful for your love and support.
Kitty Jacobs

PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE. On
July 14, families were invited to the
MJCCAʼs Preschool Open House, at
Zaban Park, for Conversations
About The Weinstein School. They
had the opportunity to talk with the
administrative team, learn about
programs for children 6 weeks-pre
K, and tour the facility. Weinstein
provides a stimulating, enriching
curriculum; special programs that
embrace Judaics, music, the arts,
and sports; and a new baby sign
language program. Pictured: Chase
Pena and Rebecca Felgin (Photo:
Ellen Swerdlin)
families registering by August 8 can save up
to $500 off 2010-11 tuition.
Sunshine School families will no
longer be required to hold an MJCCA membership. For more information about the
school, including terms and conditions of
the discount, visit www.atlantajcc.org or
contact Raye Lynn Banks, 678-812-3714 or
RayeLynne.Banks@atlantajcc.org.

MELTON GRADUATION. On June 2, 47
graduates celebrated the completion of two
years of Jewish learning at the Florence
Melton Adult Mini-School at the MJCCA.
In addition to welcoming remarks from
MJCCA CEO/Executive Director Michel
Wise and Alan Cohn, outgoing chair of the
Lisa F. Brill Institute for Jewish Learning,
representatives of each of the four Melton
classes offered their reflections on what
Melton has meant to them. The graduation
ceremony was followed by a reception,
which included multiple generations—from
spouses to grown children and grandchildren—congratulating
the
graduates.
Pictured: (from left) Stacey Friedman,
Shellie Travis, Cheri Levitan, Steven Zier,
and Ilene Zier
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Thought You’d Like to Know
By Jonathan Barach
VOICES OF UNDERSTANDING AND
TOLERANCE. On July 24, 7:30 p.m.,
Temple Kehillat Chaim, 1145 Green Street,
Roswell, presents “The Cap and The
Collar,” a special evening of song, comedy,
and faith, with Pastor Paul Harmon and
Rabbi Yossi Liebowitz. Tickets are $18 in
advance, $20 at the door. Seating is limited.
For information on the performers, visit
www.thecapandthecollar.com. For tickets,
visit www.kehillatchaim.org.
JEA CELEBRATION. The Jewish
Education Alliance (JEA) is inviting
Alliance alumni, including campers, to the
JEA Centennial Celebration, Sunday, July
25, 2:00-5:00 p.m., at the Marcus Jewish
Community Center of Atlanta (MJCCA),
Zaban Park. Admission is free with a reservation, $10/individual or $18/couple at the
door. Light refreshments will be served.
Transportation is available. To make a taxdeductible donation, send a check (payable
to JEA/MJCCA) to: JEA/MJCCA, ATTN:
Janice Wolf, 5342 Tilly Mill Road,
Dunwoody, GA 30038. For reservations, call
Pat Aronoff at 770-399-0807. To provide
information on the whereabouts of JEA
alumni, e-mail Rachelle Berliner at rlberliner@comcast.net.

TASTE OF JUDAISM. “Taste of Judaism:
Are You Curious?” is a free three-class
series, July 25, August 1, and August 8,
10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon, at MJCCA Zaban
Park. These classes are for adults interested
in learning more about Judaism, whether
they are unaffiliated Jews, interfaith couples, or those of other religious backgrounds. Dynamic rabbis and educators lead
this informal class, encouraging lively discussion of Judaism’s approach to living in a
rapidly changing society. The sessions
explore Jewish spirituality, values, and community. Pre-registration is required. For
more information and to register, e-mail tasteofjudaism@pathwaysatlanta.org, or call
Rachelle at 678-812-4162.
FILM SERIES. The Athens Jewish Film
Festival is presenting a film series in collaboration with Athens Clarke County Public
Library. Screenings are 6:00 p.m. at the
library auditorium, followed by discussions
led by guest speakers. Upcoming films are:
July 27, Delta Jews, with guest speaker Dr.
Stuart Rockoff, Goldring/Woldenberg
Institute of Southern Jewish Life; August
24, In Search of Bene Israel, with Dr.
Dorothy Figueira, University of Georgia;
and September 21, The Fire Within: Jews in
the Amazonian Rainforest, co-sponsored by
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UGA’s Latin American and Caribbean
Studies Institute. For details, visit
www.athensjff.org.

ping, selling, volunteering, or donating, visit
atlantajcc.org, or call Cyndi at 678-8124171.

A CREATIVE SUMMER. Experience The
Arts is a summer program for girls in grades
3-12. Girls can build self-esteem, improve
technique, and have fun while immersed in
daily workshops for acting, dancing, improv
comedy, voice, and art. The session will
conclude with a full theatrical performance.
The 2010 session runs August 2-13,
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., at
Torah Day School of Atlanta. The cost is
$300. For details, contact Rachelle (Merlis)
Freedman
at
404-326-2968
or
ExperienceTheArts@gmail.com.

JOURNEY WEST GALA. The Booth
Western Art Museum will host its second
annual Journey West Gala, August 21.
Beginning at 5:00 p.m., guests will enjoy
cocktails and light hors d’oeuvres, a silent
auction, and the opportunity to view new
pieces in the Booth collection; they will then
adjourn to the Booth Ballroom for a gourmet
meal, live art auction, and the presentation
of the Booth Lifetime Achievement Award
to Kenneth Riley. Tickets are $150 per person and can be purchased by calling the
museum at 770-387-1300. Artwork in the
live and silent auctions can be viewed at
www.boothmuseum.org.

AN EVENING OF ART AT ARIEL. On
Sunday, August 8, 7:00-9:00 p.m., enjoy an
evening featuring original Ukrainian artwork from Igor’s Art House. Fifty percent of
the proceeds from items sold will directly
benefit Congregation Ariel. Complimentary
wine and other refreshments will be served.
RSVP to Cory Shaw, 770-390-9071 or
cshaw@congariel.org.
BLOOD
DRIVE.
Ahavath
Achim
Synagogue and Jewish War Veterans Post
112 are co-sponsoring a quarterly City Wide
Blood Drive August 15, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
The drive will take place at the AA
Synagogue, 600 Peachtree Battle Avenue,
N.W. Walk-ins are always welcome, but
donors with appointments are given priority.
To
make
an
appointment,
visit
https://www.givelife.org/index.cfm?Sponsor
=jwv and enter JWV as the sponsor code. For
questions about eligibility to give blood, call
the American Red Cross, 866-562-7156.
ATTENTION BUYERS, SELLERS, AND
VOLUNTEERS. The MJCCA’s Kids’
Consignment Sale is August 19, 10:00 a.m.1:00 p.m. and 4:00-7:00 p.m., August 20,
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m., and August 22, 11:00
a.m.-3:00 p.m., at the MJCCA’s Orkin
House. The sale includes clothing, room
décor, toys, sports equipment, electronic
games, musical instruments, maternity
clothes, teachers’ resources, and more.
Seller drop-off at the MJCCA begins August
15. The preview for consigners, donators,
and volunteers is August 18, 4:00-7:00 p.m.
Admission is free. For information on shop-

FOR INTERFAITH FAMILIES. The
Interfaith Family Network will kick off the
second year of its Pathways Interfaith
Family Book Club, August 26, 7:00-9:00
p.m., at World Peace Café, 230 Hammond
Drive, Suite 302, in Sandy Springs. The
club’s summer reading is The Ladies
Auxiliary by Tova Mirvis. RSVP by August
22 to Rachelle Schaffer at rachelle.schaffer@atlantajcc.org or 678-812-4161. For
more information about Pathways, visit
pathwaysatlanta.org.
LIMMUDFEST IS COMING. LimmudFest
is Limmud Atlanta + Southeast’s Labor Day
weekend retreat, September 3-6, at
Tumbling Waters Retreat and Conference
Center in Clayton. All events are planned by
a community of volunteers—Jews from all
walks of life, all Jewish backgrounds, all
lifestyles, and all ages. The featured presenters are Paul Wolpe, director of the Emory
Center for Ethics; comedian and author Joel
Chasnoff; Gabe Goldman, director of
Experiential and Environmental Education,
Brandeis–Bardin Institute; and Darshan, a
Brooklyn-based duo that combines hip-hop,
Hebrew, and liturgical chants. For details,
visit www.limmudse.org.
SHABBAT FOR ALL. Shema Yisrael—The
Open Synagogue holds services every
Saturday, 10:15 a.m., at Jewish Family &
Career Services, 4549 Chamblee-Dunwoody
Road, Atlanta 30338. For more information,
call 404-943-1100, or visit Shemaweb.org.
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Atlantans honored in Washington
During the week of April 11-18, the
United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum, in Washington, D.C., held its
annual Days of Remembrance. The highlight of the week occurred April 14-15,
when the museum observed the 65th
anniversary of the liberation of concentration camps in Europe. Honored guests
included 120 U. S. soldiers who helped
defeat Nazi Germany and liberate
Holocaust survivors at various concentration camps.
On the evening of April 14, an impressive dinner was held with 900 in attendance. Attorney General Eric Holder was
the main speaker. The anniversary observance also included luncheons, ceremonies,
and events at the Holocaust Museum. The
most impressive was the final event: the
annual Days of Remembrance ceremony in
the U. S. Capitol Rotunda. General David
Petraeus, of the U.S. Central Command,
was the main speaker; he lauded the liberators for their heroic efforts and for the concern they showed towards those they rescued.
Four Atlantans were honored during
the two days of ceremonies in Washington:
liberators Denton Harris and twin brothers
Hilbert and Howard Margol and survivor
Bella Solnik.
After the five Sullivan brothers went

down on the same ship in the Pacific
Theater, brothers were not allowed to serve
together in the same combat unit. However,
President Roosevelt would make an exception in the case of twins. The mother of the
Margol twins wrote a letter to President
Roosevelt and, by his order, they went into
combat together as members of the 42nd
Infantry Rainbow Division. On April 29,
1945, they were at the liberation of Dachau.
Denton Harris, a member of the 86th
Infantry Division, was at the liberation of
Buchenwald.
Bella Solnik was born in Zdunska
Wola, Poland. She survived two ghettos, a
labor camp, and three concentration camps.
On a death march from Dachau, she
escaped into the forests of Bavaria and was
taken in by a farming family. Bella was one
of the honorees who lit candles during the
ceremony in the U. S. Capitol Rotunda.
For over 30 years, Howard Margol and
Bella Solnik knew each other as neighbors
living on the same street in Buckhead. They
never discussed their war experiences or
described what they went through. But after
they were invited to attend the ceremonies
in Washington, they talked about what they
experienced in Germany in 1945. It was
only then that they realized their paths had
almost crossed 65 years earlier.

Howard Margol; Susan Eisenhower, granddaughter of President Dwight D.
Eisenhower and a luncheon speaker; and Hilbert Margol
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