
What’s Inside
Volume 19, Number 3 Atlanta, Georgia M A R C H - A P R I L 2 0 0 8 F R E E

T H EJewish Georg i a n
The Bar and the Band
Attorney Beryl Weiner received a lifetime
achievement award for his career contri-
butions, but his life outside work is note-
worthy, too.

Page 8

And Many, Many More
Ahavath Achim commemorates 120 years
with a special performance of Golda’s
Balcony.

By Miriam Strickman Levitas
Page 7

Israel @ 60 
Symposium
Or Hadash honors Ken Stein with a
unique event that he helped design.

Page 15

Here Come the Hogs
The Sabra Riders of Atlanta bring the
area’s Jewish motorcyclists together.

By Neil Cooper
Page 30

One Book, Lots of Fans
People of the Book, Geraldine Brooks’
new novel about a real-life Haggadah, has
readers buzzing.

Reviews by Evie Wolfe, 
Carolyn Gold, and Susan Kahn

Page 34

Bring on the  
Poodle Skirts
Shearith Israel is celebrating its 50th
anniversary at University Drive with a
sock hop.

By Leon Socol
Page 36

Jewish Theatre of the South’s last pro-
duction, The Last Schwartz by Deborah
Zoe Laufer, will run April 30-May 25,
ending the company’s 13-year history.
Nothing remains sacred as traditions,
marriage, and family are scrutinized,
and long-held secrets are unearthed in
this dysfunctional family comedy.

Directed by Actor’s Express Artistic
Director Freddie A s h l e y, The Last
Schwartz features Atlanta actors Tess
Malis Kincaid, Chris Moses, Jared
Simon, Kathleen Wattis, Bethany Anne
Lind, and Jeffrey Zwartjes and the pro-
duction talents of designers Tr a v i s
George (sets), Chris Crawford (lights),
Linda Patterson (costumes and props),
and Mimi Epstein (sound).

When the adult Schwartz children,
along with a spouse and a date, gather at
the family home in upstate New York,
they argue, eat, smoke, and drink.
Oldest sibling Norma (Tess Malis
Kincaid) is self-righteous but longs for
the comfort of family unity. Self-
absorbed oldest brother Herb (Jared
Simon) finds himself caught between a
successful career in finance and his
high-strung wife, Bonnie (Kathleen
Wattis). Youngest brother Gene (Chris
Moses), a director of TV commercials and

the family’s “golden boy,” inappropriately
brings shiksa starlet Kia (Bethany Anne

Lind) home for his father’s Yahrzeit.
And reclusive astronomer Simon, the
middle brother, holds down a corner of
the living room, alternately peering out
of his telescope and reflecting on ques-
tions that are bigger than his family,
bigger than the Jewish people, and big-
ger than humanity itself.

Jewish Theatre of the South’s pro-
duction of The Last Schwartz takes
place at the Morris & Rae Frank
Theatre, located at the MJCCA, 5342
Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody.
Performances are We d n e s d a y,
Thursday, and Saturday nights at 8:00
p.m. and Sundays at 3:00 p.m. 

Reduced-price previews are April
30 and May 1, at 8:00 p.m., and May 2,
at 10:30 a.m.

The Saturday, May 3, opening
night will be preceded by a reception
featuring complementary wine,
He’Brew Beer, and hors d’oeuvres; it
will be followed by a party at Eclipse
de Luna at Park Place. 

Tickets are $18-$30, with dis-
counts for students, seniors, groups,
and MJCCA members. For ticket infor-
mation and purchase, call the JTS Box
O ffice at 770-395-2654, or visit

www.jplay.org.

Jewish Theatre of the South says goodbye with The Last Schwartz

Jeffrey Zwartjes and Tess Malis Kincaid 
(Photo: TWMEYER.com)

The value of providing quality cus-
tomer service is certainly nothing new
to JCCs; however, at the Marcus Jewish
Community Center of A t l a n t a
(MJCCA), it has become a best practice. 

“Customer service is core to our
Jewish mission in building community
and creating incredible Jewish jour-
neys,” says Michael D. Wi s e ,
CEO/executive director of the MJCCA.
“The value of Jewish welcoming is
deeply rooted in our history, beginning
with Abraham’s Welcoming Tent.”

According to Jewish tradition,
Abraham and Sarah’s tent was open on
all four sides in order to welcome and
usher in all who passed by. Strangers

(newcomers) were immediately
embraced as friends, cared for both
physically and spiritually, and treated as
honored members of the family.

According to Wise, the MJCCA
should be the modern-day equivalent of
Abraham’s Welcoming Tent: an open,
all-inclusive, warm and welcoming
“Jewish home,” where every member of
the community, regardless of affiliation
or level of engagement, is welcomed
and feels an immediate sense of belong-
ing. 

Since assuming the leadership of
the nation’s third largest JCC in April  

See MJCCA, page 5

MJCCA puts out 
the welcome mat

Mike Wise in front of the new MJCCA
Membership and Customer Service Office

Happy Passover
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The politics of the Middle East are con-
voluted and, very often, not discernable to
Western observers. What makes it even
more confusing is that most of us see the
conflicts in this area through the eyes of
Western values and concepts. Unlike many
of the modern clashes, what is taking place
there is not really about land but rather
about religion.

It is not uncommon for the Islamists to
couch their ultimate goal in the terms of
humanitarian abuses by others. Such was
the case in the recent embargo placed on the
supply of fuel to Gaza by the Israelis as an
attempt to counteract the constant launch-
ing of rockets from Gaza into Israel. In the
world press, little was made of the fact that
a sovereign country’s duty and responsibil-
ity is to protect its citizens from injury,
harm, and death from the hands of others.
R a t h e r, what was broadcast around the
world was that the people of Gaza were
unjustly being subjected to abuses of basic
necessities. The truth is, in an attempt to
curtail these armed attacks on the civilian
population in Israel, actions by the Israeli
government have resulted in some restric-
tions in the availability of resources to some
of the Gaza residents.

As it turns out, Gaza operates only one
power generating plant, which produces
only 30 percent of the electricity used in
this territory; the remaining 70 percent of
electricity is furnished by Israel, none of

which was interrupted. The temporary
embargo on fuel used was played to the
press as a total denial of electricity to the
residents of Gaza. Pictures were broadcast
around the world of residents of Gaza hav-
ing to use candles for light, and much was
made of a photograph of a baby in an incu-
bator with the implication that this device
was not working because of a power inter-
ruption. Subsequent photographs have
shown a monitor next to the incubator that
was working. There are a number of photo-
graphs of residents holding candles, pur-
portedly for illumination, while street lights
and other electrically powered items in the
background are giving off light. 

But what appears to be even more
unnerving is that these acts were not mere-
ly an attempt to gain the upper hand in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It appears as
though this set of circumstances was used
to further a much larger agenda of its gov-
erning body, Hamas.

Hamas was created in the 1980s by
Sheikh Ahmed Yassis of the Gaza wing of
the Muslin Brotherhood at the beginning of

the First Intifada. Hamas shares with the
Muslim Brotherhood the goal of the estab-
lishment of a caliphate, the core ingredient
of which is implementation of pan-Islamic
unity based on Islamic law. According to
Wikipedia, the Muslim Brotherhood “is the
largest and most influential Islamic group
in the world, and its offshoots form the
largest opposition parties in most Arab gov-
ernments.”

While the Muslim Brotherhood has
been legally outlawed by the Egyptian gov-
ernment, this fact has not lessened its ulti-
mate goal. Hosni Mubarak, who will be 80
years old this May, has served as president
since October of 1981, and, because of his
age, there is much talk about a successor.

Given all of the above, it appears to me
that the emergence of Hamas as the power
in Gaza has far greater implication than the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. There are many,
many knowledgeable people who question
the ability of the existing governments of
I s r a e l ’s neighbors, Egypt, Jordan, and
Lebanon, to survive the Islamic fundamen-
talist thrust. While I have no hard evidence,
it certainly seems to me that there is some
overriding coordination that is in place to
take advantage of any situation or condition
that arises to create a theocracy.

The recent fuel embargo by Israel was 
just such a case. Under the guise of human-

See HUMANITARIANISM, page 6

M a r v i n
B o t n i c k

B Y

Under The Guise of Humanitarianism
The Jewish Ge rgian is published bim nthly by Eisenb t, Ltd. It
is written f r Atlantans and Ge rgians by Atlantans and
Ge rgians.

Jewish Georg i a nT H E

Publish r Marvin B tnick
C -Publish r Sam Appel
Edit r Marvin B tnick
Managing Edit r Marsha C. LaBeaume
Assignment Edit r Car lyn G ld
C nsulting Edit r Gene Asher
Ass ciate Edit r Barbara Schreiber
C py Edit r Ray Tapley
Assistant C py Edit r Arn ld Friedman
Makeup Edit r Terri Christian
Pr ducti n C rdinat r Terri Christian
Medical Edit r M rris E. Br wn, M.D.
Ph t graphic Staff Allan Scher, Phil Sl tin, Phil Shapir
Graphic Art C nsultant Karen Paz
C lumnist Andi Arn vitz (Israel),Gene Asher,

J nathan Barach, 
Janice R ths hild Blumb rg (Washingt n),
Marvin B tnick, 
Shirley Friedman, Car lyn G ld, 
J nathan G ldstein, Ge rge J rdan, 
Marice  Katz, Balf ura Fri nd Levine,
Marsha Lieb witz, H ward Marg l,
Bubba Meisa, Erin O’Shinsky,
Ben Rabin witz (Israel),
Lew Regenstein, R berta Sch r,
J rry S hwartz, Le n S c l, 
Rabbi R uven Stein,  
Hannah Vahaba, Cecile War nker,
Evie W lfe

Special Assignm nts Susan Kahn, Ly ns J el 
Advertising Michael P l t

Marsha C. LaBeaume
Bill S n nshine

Edit rial Advis ry B ard M mb rs
Sam Appel Rabbi Alvin Sugarman Sam Massell
Jane Axelr d Alb rt Maslia William R thschild
Gil Bachman Michael H. M sc n Marilyn Shubin
Asher Benat r Paul Muldawer D ug Teper

290 Carpenter Drive, Suite 100 
Atlanta, GA 30328

(404) 236-8911 • FAX (404) 236-8913
jewishga@bellsouth.net

www.jewishgeorgian.com



Page 4 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN March-April 2008

SAM MASSELL’S LIFELONG A M B I-
TION. “Georgia Weekly,” Susan Hoffman’s
Sunday program on Georgia Public
Broadcasting, recently did a really interest-
ing interview with Buckhead Mayor Sam

Massell, who
was, as usual, in
great form.

If you missed
it, here are some
highlights of
what Sam said:
• “I’ve got a big
ego today, but
back when I
started out, I
was introvert-
ed.”
• “The first
semester of my
freshman year
at UGA, I was

elected president of Phi Epsilon Pi fraterni-
ty—there was only one active member, and
he left.”
• “My uncle was Ben Massell….Sherman
burned Atlanta, he built it back.”
• “People were always asking me, ‘Are you
related to Ben?’ My lifelong ambition
would be to become so successful, people
would say to Ben, ‘Are you related to
Sam?’”

Once, when campaigning in Mountain
Park to persuade voters to let MARTA run
out there, he flew over the community in a
helicopter during rush hour, announcing,
“If you wanna get outta this mess, vote
yes.” This being the Bible Belt, Sam fig-
ured people would hear him and think it
was a divine voice telling them how to vote.

Sam did have a tremendously success-
ful career in real estate. But his greatest tri-
umph—probably what gave him that big
ego—was when he met the lovely, delight-
ful, very popular, and sought-after Doris
Middlebrooks at the Pine Street Supper
Club, somehow persuaded her to go out
with him, and eventually married her, some
52 years ago. Yes, Sam married way over
his head, and they now have three great kids
and three even greater grandkids. 

We can’t imagine an introverted Sam
Massell, and as for our lifelong ambition,
it’s for someone some day to ask Sam, “Do
you know Reg Regenstein?” But the ques-
tion we have for the Buckhead Coalition
president now is, “With traffic being so

unbearable in Buckhead, how do we get out
of this mess?”

NEW MOVIE ON JEWISH RESISTANCE
FIGHTERS. We are very excited about a
new movie being made about the exploits
and heroism of the in-laws of our friend, the
beautiful and charming Susan Candell
Kaplan, of Sandy Springs. The great uncles
of her son-in-law David Bell were leg-
endary resistance fighters against the
Germans. 

The renowned Bielski Brothers led the
l a rgest group of Jewish partisans who
fought the Germans during World War II in
what is now Belarus. After their parents and
most of their family were killed by the
Germans in December 1941, the brothers—
Tuvia, Alexander Zisel (“Zus”), Asael, and
Aharon—fled into the nearby forest and
began gathering in other Jews fleeing the
Holocaust. Eventually, some 1,200 Jews
took refuge with the group and survived the
war.

N o w, a movie about the brothers,
D e f i a n c e, is scheduled for release in
December. This true story is based on The
Bielski Brothers, a book by Peter Duffy.
Susan’s grandson, Aidan Jacob (Melissa
and David Bell’s son), was given the
Hebrew name Asael in honor of his great
uncle. The movie stars Daniel Craig as
Tuvia, Liev Schreiber as Zus, and Jamie
Bell as Asael. It is directed by Ed Zwick,
who directed and produced B l o o d
D i a m o n d, G l o ry, and other well-known
films.

It is great to have a film coming out
that shows how the Jews who could, fierce-
ly resisted the Germans and fought for their
lives and freedom. And we congratulate
Susan on her distinguished in-laws.

Y E T ANOTHER HONOR FOR JOE
BERGER. Our favorite psychiatrist, Dr.
Joseph Berger, has just been named co-
president of ORT Atlanta, along with Jan
Haber.

Jan has been involved with ORT for

many years and recently served as president
of Women’s ORT. Joe became involved
with ORT through the ORT- L i p s o n
International Studies Program, founded by
Nate Lipson, which brings students to
Atlanta from schools in countries where
ORT is active, such as Israel and Argentina.
With the help of the Lipson family and
many other supporters, ORT America pro-
motes Jewish values through a worldwide
network of schools and training programs
in 56 countries that have over three million
graduates. Every year, ORT provides train-
ing to some 270,000 students, enabling
them to achieve successful careers, become
community leaders, and live independently.

For more information, contact ORT
Atlanta at 404-327-5266.

In the interest of journalistic integrity,
we must disclose that Dr. Joe gives a group
discount to the editors and writers here at
the JG—itself almost a full-time job. He
tries to keep us sane, but it’s an uphill fight. 

We are again reminded of that great
sign that hung in the old Buckhead Men’s
Shop when we were growing up: “You
don’t have to be crazy to work here—but it
helps!”

New ORT co-presidents

Jan Haber Joe Berger

ATLANTA DOGWOOD FESTIVAL. Our
favorite Berger is Joe’s inexhaustible wife
Debra, who devotes her life to helping ani-
mals through her work with the Humane
Society of the United States, the nation’s
largest and most powerful animal protec-
tion organization, and the Interfaith Council
for the Protection of Animals and Nature.
Debra will be running the HSUS booth in
the Community Corner of the A t l a n t a
Dogwood Festival, which will be held at
Lenox Square, April 4-6. 

At the booth, children can participate
in a Be Kind to Animals Poster Contest.
Who knows—maybe it could launch your
young artist’s career!

If you would like to volunteer for this
event and help staff the booth, please con-
tact Debby at DBVeg@comcast.net.

MANAGER OF THE Y E A R .
Congratulations to Martha Jo Katz for
being named InterContinental Buckhead’s
Manager of the Year. And her boss, Ronen
Nissenbaum, has just been promoted to
regional vice president of operations of
North America, giving him responsibility
for 15 hotels.

They are also celebrating the coveted
Four Star Mobil rating given to

InterContinental Buckhead, making it one
of only two hotels in the city and one of
four in the entire state to achieve this honor.
Just having Martha Jo there is probably
worth a star or two—indeed, she’s a star
herself, and many Atlantans would not
dream of having an event without MJ plan-
ning it. 

SAVING WATER IN THE DROUGHT.
George Hammond, who is smart enough to
have married Dena, the lovely sister of Joan
Brown, is also a resourceful conservationist
who is helping solve Atlanta’s water short-
age problems. 

The Savannah native’s firm, Advanced
Coastal Technologies LLC, has come up
with a simple and effective way to reduce
your water use and save valuable rain
runoff from your roof, using a device he
developed called a Water Tube Collector.
Hook it up to a small pump, and you can
run a sprinkler for the grass and landscap-
ing. 

The Water Tube is made of heavy-duty
vinyl and can hold 450 gallons of water. It
is totally reusable and can be stored and
folded up when not in use. To see how sim-
ple it is to save water, visit
w w w. A d v a n c e d C o a s t a l Te c h n o l o g i e s . c o m ,
or e-mail George at
G h a m m o n d @ A d v a n c e d C o a s t a l Te c h n o l o g i
es.com.

BANGKOK THYME. If you love Asian
food, especially Thai and sushi, we’ve got a
restaurant for you. Bangkok Thyme, at
4969 Roswell Road, Sandy Springs, has
some of the best food and nicest service
we’ve seen in a long time. 

Mr. Sakchai, the manager, and his staff
go out of their way to make sure you get
exactly what you want, the way you want it.
The other day, he even helped fix us a deli-
cious gluten-free, vegan, spicy Thai rice
noodle dish. It was perfect, even for such a
finicky eater as we are. 

Visit www.bangkokthyme.com and
check out the large and varied menu. Or
even better, visit the restaurant and check
out the food. You’ll love it. Phone: 404-
389-0909.

R e g
R e g e n s t e i n

B Y

W h a t ’s

H A P P E N I N G

Buckhead Mayor
Sam Massell

CELEBRATING. Pictured: (from left)
Ronen Nissenbaum; Tom Murray,
COO, IHG The Americas; Martha Jo
Katz; Steve Porter, president, IHG
The Americas; and Debbie Grant,
InterContinental Buckhead hotel
manager



2007, Wise has made it his personal mis-
sion to expand and enhance this important
value of Jewish welcoming. However,
faced with a unique set of challenges that
include a rapidly growing Jewish communi-
ty known to have a high rate of intermar-
riage, a low rate of affiliation, a large base
of newcomers, and growing pockets of
Jewish communities in outlying areas, Wise
knew that innovative approaches were
needed if the MJCCA intended to grow its
membership base and keep its current mem-
bers happy and engaged.

Recently, under Wise’s direction, the
MJCCA chose to make a radical culture
change that began with the adoption of one
of the world’s most successful models of
customer service, the Disney Approach to
Quality Service. 

Founded in 1986, the Disney Institute
is known as a world-class leader in experi-
ential training, leadership development,
benchmarking, and cultural change for
business professionals. Thousands of the
world’s most successful companies, includ-
ing Delta Air Lines, IBM, Target, and Sony
Electronics, have taken advantage of the
business philosophies behind the “happiest
place on earth.” 

To implement this agency-wide culture
change, Jared Powers, a senior member of
the MJCCA management team, was sent to
the Disney Institute in Orlando, Florida,
where he completed a comprehensive three-
and-a-half-day customer service training
program. While there, Powers was treated
to an inside look at the Disney operation,
where he was shown best practices through
a combination of case studies, hands-on
field experience, and interaction with
Disney leaders. 

“My experience at the Disney Institute
is one I will not soon forget. The Disney
Approach to Quality Service is an outstand-
ing business model. Although I came away
with an impressive amount of information,
what really struck me is their attention to
even the most minute detail and how this
impacts the guest experience in so many
positive ways,” said Powers. 

Upon his return, Powers met with sen-
ior management, who chose to interpret the
Disney model by dividing it into four criti-
cal categories: Training, “Bumping the
Lamp,” Policies and Procedures, and
Setting, creating a staff-driven committee
to oversee each. 

TRAINING. Wise, Powers, and the mem-
bers of the Customer Service Committee
knew that the ultimate success of the new
customer service plan depended largely on
a total staff buy-in. Powers and his team
immediately set about creating a compre-
hensive customer service training program
for staff, detailing the ideology behind the
new Disney model. Within three months, all
employees had successfully completed a
two-hour training course. 

“I think that the customer service ini-
tiative is long overdue. Both the staff and

the members that I have spoken with have
commented on the many positive changes
around the center,” said Dee Goodman,
MJCCA development manager.

Additional training was also imple-
mented for new employees, who are now
required to attend an orientation week that
includes working or spending time in every
department—from support services to secu-
rity—in order to gain a better understanding
of how the agency works. 

One of the most exciting new initia-
tives has been the creation of a Staff
Professional Development Program, featur-
ing year-round continuing education classes
offered during business hours and taken on
company time.

Whether full- or part-time, salaried or
hourly, all employees must earn at least five
continuing-education credits annually.
There are currently 27 courses covering
such topics as computer software training,
Jewish learning, customer service, manage-
ment training, financial, programming,
agency culture, and skill enhancement.

Mike Wise with Beth Goldner, mature
adults program director 

S t a ff Professional Development
Committee member and Human Resources
Manager Terry Spector says, “The day we
posted the classes on our intranet, we were
inundated with completed registration
forms. Many of our classes filled on that
first day, and we had to create wait lists.
What was even more surprising was that the
majority of [registrants] signed up for more
than the required five hours. That told us
that we were definitely on the right track.”

BUMPING THE LAMP. According to the
Disney Institute, the easiest way to exceed
customer expectations is through what it
calls “bumping the lamp”—that is, raising
the bar.

Jacob Greenblat and his 10-year-old
daughter, Hannah, experienced “bumping
the lamp” when they showed up at the
MJCCA at 4:40 on a frosty January morn-
ing and were first in line for the annual
Camp Registration Day. Membership
Director Kenny Silverboard was so
impressed by this father’s effort to ensure
his daughter a place at drama camp, typi-
cally one of the first to fill up, that he imme-
diately upgraded the family’s membership.
This “extra special something” went a long
way in creating goodwill with a member at
very little financial cost to the agency.

Jacob Greenblat and daughter
Hannah, the first two people in line
for Camp Registration Day, January
13, were rewarded with a member-
ship upgrade.

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES.
Consistent messaging is key to offering the
ultimate customer experience. Today, all
front desk staff are instructed to answer
their phones with a warm tone and the
added personalization of their name.
External e-mail correspondence concludes
with a professional “signature,” and staff
who will be out of the office for more than
24 hours are instructed to leave voice mail
messaging offering alternative personnel
assistance.

SETTING THE STAGE. Nothing is more
important to exceeding customer expecta-
tions than setting the stage. To create a
sense of identity and continuity, staff name
tags now include the employee’s place of
birth. At first, many staff members were
puzzled by this change. However, the rea-
son soon became clear as patrons were
heard making such comments as: “You’re
from San Jose? I lived in San Jose for many
years. Do you know....?” The inclusion of
birthplaces turned out to be a key point of
engagement with members, sparking con-
versation where there might not have been
one before. 

The name tags also include what the
Disney Institute refers to as a “service
theme or statement.” Not to be confused
with the JCCA branding taglines, “Inspiring
Jewish Journeys” and “You Belong Here,”
a service theme is an internal statement
informing your customers and your
employees of the service your company
intends to deliver. During initial meetings
with the new customer service committee,
an MJCCA service theme was discussed
and adopted: “Creating A m a z i n g
Experiences.” 

While the MJCCA is already aestheti-
cally pleasing, customer-friendly elements
such as the new Sheletron electronic sig-
nage totems and a Membership & Customer
Service Office have been added to the
lobby.

Stacey Lasky, marketing traffic man-
ager, shows a member where to find
her meeting room on the new
Sheletron sign.

Additionally, the Community Service
Department recently launched a new pro-
gram, Center Corps, to enlist volunteer
greeters. Working in teams of two, greeters
will wear MJCCA staff shirts, be schooled
in “all things MJCCA,” distribute program
and membership information as needed,
escort members to their center destinations,
and be trained in CPR/first aid. 

IS IT WORKING?

“A week after we initiated the new cus-
tomer service plan, we began our participa-
tion in the JCCA 2007 Benchmarking
Study. While we are still awaiting the final
results of this year’s study, we will definite-
ly have concrete metric data with which to
gauge our overall success after participating
in the study next year,” said Wise.

Until then, the changes at the MJCCA
are clearly working their “magic.”
Customers are commenting on the friendly
atmosphere and the attentive service they
are receiving. Phone calls are returned
p r o m p t l y. Smiles and greetings are the
order of the day, every day. People are gath-
ering, talking, and enjoying one another’s
company on MJCCA’s Main Street. 

To Wise and his staff, h a c h n a s e t
o rc h i m—“welcoming guests is a mitz-
vah”—have become words to live and work
by.

From page 1
MJCCA
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itarian necessity, hoards of Gaza residents
breached their border with Egypt. Is it pos-
sible that the constant launching of missiles
into Israel is more than just an attack on the
civilian population in Israel? Could it be
that part of the consideration for the actions
of Hamas is to incite a reaction that they
feel would give cover to a breach of
restraints that have made it difficult to
expand past their boarders?

We constantly hear that the United
States should use its influence and support
of Israel to bring forth a peace treaty. Yes,
Israel is the beneficiary of financial help
from our country. But where is the money
coming from to support Hamas? There is
ample evidence that financial support for
Hamas, the Intifada, Hezbollah, and a num-
ber of terrorist groups has come from Saudi
Arabia, Iran, Syria, and formerly from Iraq.
If the world really wants peace, then why
does the world not speak out in words and
actions to pressure these countries not to

support human suffering and misery that
they inflict on the innocent– Arab and
Israeli alike?

They started suicide bombings in
Israel, and nothing was said. Now look
what is happening.

They launched missiles and shells at
Israel, and nothing was said. Now look
what is happening.

They allowed the teaching of hatred
and lies to be burned into the minds of chil-
dren, and nothing was said. Now look what
is happening.

They boycotted Israel, and not much
was said or done. Now look what is hap-
pening.

They egregiously violated justice and
human rights, yet they sponsored resolu-
tions and boycotts of Israel in world organ-
izations, and nothing was said. Now look
what is happening.

It is high time that the world comes to
realize that what has happened in Israel is
only a microcosm of what is going on.
Buying into the lie in hopes of successfully
navigating “the road map for peace” will
not bring “peace in our time.” Take off the
blinders; do not take these incidents as
independent actions. Understand that the
ultimate goal is domination and control; the
imposition of a culture and laws that they
have determined is the only correct one. 

The world has gone through such a
conflict before: we call it the Dark Ages.

From page 3
Humanitarianism



By Miriam Strickman Levitas

The 120th anniversary of A h a v a t h
Achim Congregation will be commemorat-
ed with a one-night-only performance of
Golda’s Balcony, the longest running one-
woman show in the history of Broadway.
This stirring production, starring Kim
Crow as Golda Meir, relives a critical time
in the life of the State of Israel. The 90-
minute production will be staged at the his-
toric Rialto Theater, now the Rialto Center
for the Performing Arts, April 10, at 8:00
p.m.

The script is by the renowned play-
wright William Gibson, who also wrote the
acclaimed plays The Miracle Worker and
Two for the Seesaw.

It is 1973—the call comes through—
Israelis learn that Egypt and Syria, with the
backing of Jordan and Iraq, are about to
launch what will go down in history as the
Yom Kippur War. What course of action
will be decided upon? A pre-emptive strike
by Israel, risking international condemna-
tion or risking an inevitable slaughter? 

Golda Meyerson, a Russian immigrant
who grew up in Milwaukee and made
aliyah to Palestine, now Golda Meir, prime
minister of Israel, must make the call.
“How does a housewife decide between

generals?” she ponders. In an instant, she is
transformed. “I’m not a housewife!”
I s r a e l ’s destiny is determined at that
moment. This riveting “replay” will engage
and mesmerize the audience.

For tickets and informa-
tion, call 404-413-9849,
or visit
h t t p s : / / t i c k e t s . r i a l t o-
center.org.

1948
This year

also marks
the 60th
a n n i v e r s a r y
of the State of
Israel.

“ T h e
founding of the
State of Israel on
May 15, 1948,
was marked by a
midnight service, spon-
sored by the four Zionist
youth groups in the city—
Masada, Junior Hadassah, I.Z.Y. F., and
Young Judea. Rabbi Harry H. Epstein, of
blessed memory, and Rev. Stanley Grauel,
minister on the refugee ship Exodus, spoke.
It was fitting for this event to be held at

Ahavath Achim Synagogue. Since its
founding, both the rabbinic and lay leader-
ship had been in the forefront of the cause
of Zionism in Atlanta.” (From Generation

to Generation: A Centennial History of
Congregation Ahavath Achim,

1 8 8 7 - 1 9 8 7 by Doris H.
Goldstein)

Around the
same time, Prime

Minister Golda
Meir came to
Atlanta to
solicit support
for the new
state.

In his
book A
History of the

Ahavath Achim
C o n g re g a t i o n ,

1 8 8 7 - 1 9 9 7 ,
Kenneth W. Stein

states, “Virtually every
major Zionist leader,

including Nachum Sokolow,
Golda Meyerson (Meir), and Yitzhak Rabin
spoke from the Ahavath Achim pulpit. In
Nashville, Asheville, Columbus,
Greenville, Columbia, Macon, and other
Southern cities, Rabbi Epstein spoke on

behalf of Palestine and Zionism. In the
1930s, along with members of Ahavath
Achim, he reconstituted the Atlanta chapter
of the Zionist Organization of America.”

1887-2008
From a rented room at 106 Gilmer

Street in 1887—Congregation A h a v a t h
Achim’s first known address—to the rear
of a building at 120 Gilmer Street, to its
first permanent home at the corner of
Piedmont and Gilmer, where its first bona
fide rabbi was hired, to the construction of
a new building (known as the “Big Shule”)
in 1920, on the corner of Washington and
Woodward, to the majestic house of wor-
ship erected in 1958 on the corner of
Northside Drive and Peachtree Battle
Avenue—Ahavath Achim has experienced
120 historic years of growing, evolving,
and transforming.

“Congregations like our own, that live
to be 120 years old, must also transform
themselves and renew their identities and
place in their community,” says Senior
Rabbi Neil Sandler. “That is precisely what
we at Ahavath Achim Synagogue are doing
now, as we continue to engage in an excit-
ing process of strategic planning that will
enliven most every aspect of our congrega-
tion’s life.” 
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Ahavath Achim marks an historic year with an historic event

Kim Crow stars as Golda Meir

Washington Street building soon
after completion, 1921

Golda Meir visits Atlanta to solicit
support for the new State of Israel

Current building on Peachtree
Battle shortly after completion, 1958
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Member of Piedmont Healthcare
Your health can’t wait.

“Yes, We Take Your Insurance.”

Walk-ins Welcome,
Minimum Wait!

ALL AGES WELCOME
• IMMEDIATE CARE
• PRIMARY CARE
• TRAVEL MEDICINE

Open 
7 Days

678-904-5611678-904-5611
www.perimeterclinic.com

86  R swel  ad 1/2 ile N rth of P d ont Ro d
www.perimeterclinic.com

3867 Roswell Road 1/2 Mile North of Piedmont Road
Just a few minutes from anywhere in Buckhead, Midtown, Brookhaven, Sandy Springs

Beryl H. Weiner, a veteran lawyer with
over 50 years at the bar, was presented a
lifetime achievement award by the State
Bar of Georgia, Eminent Domain Section,
on January 17.

The award was presented by renowned
lawyer and author Charles N. Pursley on
behalf of the Eminent Domain Section at its
annual seminar at the State Bar Building.
The award was in recognition of Weiner’s
“outstanding contributions in the field of
Eminent Domain Law in Georgia and fur-
therance of the Constitutional principle of
just and adequate compensation.” 

Surprised and stunned by the award,
Weiner stated, “I began my legal career in
1957, working on a landmark case in the
field of eminent domain pending in the
Supreme Court of Georgia, and I have con-
tinued throughout these 50 years in that
field.” Weiner graduated from the
University of Georgia in 1954 and its law
school in 1955. He has served under six
Fulton County attorneys and three attor-
neys general as an associate Fulton County
attorney and special assistant attorney gen-
eral, while also in the general practice of
law with the firm of We i n e r, Ya n c e y,
Dempsey & Diggs, LLP.

At 76 years of age, he is still going
strong, not only in the practice of law, but
as a bass clarinetist in the Atlanta Concert
Band. He is also active in numerous civic,
philanthropic, and history societies and is a 

Beryl H. Weiner

former president of both the Jewish
Educational Loan Fund and the Southern
Jewish Historical Society.

In the recently published book A
House of David in the Land of Jesus,
Weiner’s cousin, Robert Lewis Berman,
writes about Weiner: “He could give Pete
Fountain a run for his money.... He is the
one person who holds [our Berman] family
together in the Atlanta area and Georgia....
Beryl, more than anyone else I have ever
known, recognizes that family is the very
bedrock of civilization.”

Georgia Bar honors Beryl Weiner



A group of us were discussing Mitch
Albom’s book The Five People You Meet in
Heaven and thinking about the long-gone
special person each of us would love to
spend the day with. Maybe Eleanor
Roosevelt, Golda Meir, a parent, a spouse....

—————
It’s a lovely, sunny day. My doorbell

rings. I open the door, and there stands
Hans. He’s still tall, dark, and handsome,
but he’s a bit stooped over, and his once-
black hair is now solid white. I am trying to
remember that he’s no longer 45, the young
man who left years ago. 

“Come in, Hans; I’m so glad to see
you. It will be 40 years since you left us on
Memorial Day in 1968. Even though I was
a terrible cook, I know you loved my chick-
en soup, so would you like some now? You
k n o w, our children were so young in
1968—only 14, 12, and 6. Your tombstone
reads, ‘Dad, you left us all too soon, love,
Sandy, Ronnie, and Laurie.’ They called
you Dada, just as President John F.
Kennedy’s kiddies called him.

“Today, I want to take you to visit those
now-grown children of ours. First, let’s go
to Athens, where your first-born, Sandy,
now 53, lives with her husband, Larry
Baumwald, and their children, Erica and
Scott. You surely recall our living in
Hawkinsville, where we combined our first
names for the name of our store, Bohans
Shoe Store. After Sandy was born, you gave
up your road trips selling shoes for a
Savannah wholesaler, we bought a house,
and, in a few years, we completed our fam-
ily with son Ronnie and baby Laurie.

“Sandy and I now laugh about her boy-
crazy early teens, but you adored her. It
seemed at the time that you would never
consent to her going off to college, since
you were so protective of your kiddies. You
just wanted to see them in their own beds
every night and wouldn’t hear of them
going to spend-the-night parties. Yo u
wouldn’t let Ronnie go on a Cub Scout
camping overnighter, either.

“Well, Sandy did go to a 4-H camp
after you were gone, graduated from
University of Georgia and its law school,
and married Larry. Now, their daughter,
Erica, has graduated UGA and is at Mercer
Law School. Scott just started at UGA. 

“Both are excellent students and good
athletes. Erica has some of your soccer
genes and played as you did in your youth,
when you played with famous teams in
South America. She also played basketball
in the Maccabiah Games. She’s petite,
blond, and pretty. Scott is 18 and really tall,
dark, and handsome. In high school, he aced
his grades and played baseball. He would
probably remind you of your six-foot tall
uncle you called ‘the baron’—you pro-
nounced it gutturally, as ‘barrone.’

“ You would be crazy about those
grandchildren. No doubt, you would be
schlepping them around endlessly. As we
say in the South, you’d be foolish about
them! Sandy has done a great job raising

them in our faith. They were bar and bat
mitzvah, and both Sandy and Larry have
been principals at their temple in Athens.
Larry owns an insurance agency. Sandy is
no longer practicing law but working at
Athens Academy, where the kids went to
school.

“You didn’t know the fate of your par-
ents and younger brother in the Holocaust,
but Sandy, who is computer-savvy, found
out years later that your brother Kurt per-
ished in Theresenstadt at 16, and your par-
ents died in the killing fields in Minsk. In
fact, Sandy participated in a beautiful but-
terfly project at the academy, where she told
of your brother’s life and his subsequent
death, and students made butterfly symbols.

“Now we will go visit Ronnie. We
named him Walter Ronald Mayer, after
your father, Walter. Ronnie, as he is known
by his legions of friends, is now 52 and is a
‘barrone’-like 6’ 6” tall. He is gray-bearded
and looks like you. He re-married recently,
but he and Debbie do not have children
from their previous unions. Ronnie claims
he got his business sense from you and his
social graces from me. It’s true. He has a
fleet of trucks with neatly dressed drivers
who tow cars mostly for car dealerships but
for individuals as well. 

“A few years ago, Ronnie was in a seri-
ous accident, and word got around the auto
industry so fast that, within a few hours,
there were e-mails from around the country
to his bedside in the hospital ICU. When I
first saw him in the intensive care unit, with
his bandaged skull and neck brace, I feared
for his life. Thank god he came through it
all without any residual problems. 

“Ronnie went through a lot of teenage
angst and growing pains. After high school,
he graduated from technical school, where
he learned to paint cars. Realizing he didn’t
want to inhale paint fumes, he bought his
first tow truck. Now he has a fleet of red
trucks lettered with ‘R. Mayer, Inc.’ His
business card describes his company as an
‘Executive Class Towing Service.’ Yo u
would be so proud of him—he’s a well-
respected citizen; president of the Ashford
Park Civic Association; and a friend to
everyone. When he leaves me a phone mes-
sage, he says, ‘Mama, this is your number-
one son calling.’ He is indeed my number
one son! He lives a mile or so away from
me.

“Last, but not least, let’s go visit your
‘baby,’ as you called our Laurie. She was
only six when you last saw her at Taylor
Memorial Hospital in Hawkinsville. You
were so ill, on your deathbed really, when I
took her to visit you. You asked to hug her,
but she clutched my hand in fear and

wouldn’t go to your bedside. So I walked
her to you, and you called her your
‘babysheh,’ in German, the way you often
called me your ‘liebsheh.’ Now, at 46, she
really doesn’t remember that visit. 

Laurie lives in Flowery Branch with
her husband, Edwin Coffey, who’s helping
her raise her son, Tommy Richard Black.
Tommy was named for his father, Tom
Black, and his middle name is your middle
name. Tommy is nine, a bright, handsome,
boy who attends church with his extended
family. You would be ‘foolish’ about him,
too. If you recall, we used to buy our work
boots from a factory in Flowery Branch, a
lovely little town near Buford. 

“Laurie needed a father as much as
Sandy and Ronnie did. It was difficult rais-
ing our three youngsters, even though I
remarried and was subsequently widowed
twice more.

“You would be so touched by the many
young men who lined up to give blood after
your cancer surgery. The head nurse, Mrs.
Brinson, even brought her own electric
blanket, because you were so cold in the air-
conditioned hospital room.

“When you died in Hawkinsville in
1968, we held a memorial service there for
our friends and neighbors, who crowded the
funeral home. Our friend Baptist Minister
Billy Winburn spoke so beautifully about
your life in America and what a role model
you were for the young people in
Hawkinsville. I was brought to tears by the
sight of the elderly farmer who cried in our
store when he heard that ‘Mr. Bohans’ done
g o n e . ’ After services at the Fitzgerald
Hebrew Congregation, you were buried at
the cemetery there. A few years ago, the
children and I decided to have your remains
re-interred here in Atlanta, where we have
‘two on the aisle’ plots—where I will join
you, someday.

“As you look at me, Hans, you now see
a gray-haired woman of 82, no longer the
slim and pretty young mother of 42. I live in
a senior community, am long retired from
work at B’nai B’rith, and am enjoying the
companionship of old friends from South
Georgia and local residents.

“Hans, it’s getting dark, and your
image is slowly fading into the distance.
Rest in peace, dear....”
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I remember you

Balfoura Friend
L e v i n e

B Y



Check out what is going on this
spring. Leave the winter thaw behind, have
some fun, and meet other young Jewish
adults at some of the season’s best events. 

2135—YOUNG ADULT PROGRAMS. If
you are in your 20s or 30s, single or in a
relationship, you are welcome to come
meet and mingle at any of the Marcus
Jewish Community Center of A t l a n t a ’s
2135 Young Adults programs. 2135 is an
exciting social network of wine tastings,
sports leagues, happy hours, concerts, and
more. You do not need to be a member to
participate. The Co-Ed Softball season
starts on April 2; games are every
Wednesday at the MJCCA, 5342 Tilly Mill
Road, in Dunwoody; the cost is $65/mem-
bers and $85/non-members; the registration
deadline is March 26. The Chocolate-
Covered Seder is April 13, 3:00 p.m.; the
cost is $10/members and $15/non-mem-
b e r s . Break the Bread: a Post-Passover
Party is April 27, 6:30 p.m., at Lola, 3280
Peachtree Road NW, Suite 150, Atlanta; the
first slice of pizza is on the house, and
drinks are discounted. For more informa-
tion on 2135 events, contact Emily Stemer
at Emily.stemer@atlantajcc.org. 

FITNESS TURBO DATING. Ally Levy,
Jason Frank, and David Frank got fit
and had fun at the MJCCA’s interac-
tive turbo dating event.

ACCESS. Access, the young-adult division
of the American Jewish Committee, pro-
vides leadership development, networking,
stimulating programs, and volunteer oppor-
tunities. The Atlanta AJC chapter is recog-
nized for its diverse programming designed
to enhance Jewish learning and identity, as
well as numerous interfaith and inter-ethnic

activities. Internationally, AJC works to
advance human rights, combat terrorism,
and aid in the quest for a peaceful Middle
East. Upcoming Access programs include
Shabbat in the City, featuring a home-
cooked Shabbat meal, March 28; and a
Black-Jewish Seder, April 7. For more
information, visit www.ajcatlanta.org.

BIRTHRIGHT ISRAEL. Taglit-Birthright
Israel provides the gift of first-time, peer
group, educational trips to Israel for Jewish
young adults ages 18 to 26. Ta g l i t -
Birthright Israel’s founders created this pro-
gram to help diminish the growing division
between Israel and Jewish communities
around the world; strengthen the sense of
solidarity among world Jewry; and
strengthen participants’ personal Jewish
identity and connection to the Jewish peo-
ple. Registration for the Atlanta summer
group trip is now open. Contact Erin
Zagonoev at ezagnoev@jfga.org, or visit
www.birthrightisrael.com. 

CAMPUS SUPERSTAR. Campus
Superstar is an “American Idol”-style com-
petition sponsored by Hillels of Georgia.
Over 200 students from 26 Georgia col-
leges auditioned, and 32 semi-finalists were
chosen to perform at the Atlanta and Athens
Semi-finals show. Eight finalists will com-
pete to win $5,000 on April 1 at Center
Stage, 1374 W. Peachtree St. N.W. Campus
Superstar proceeds help support programs
through Hillels of Georgia, an organization
dedicated to building vibrant Jewish stu-
dent life at Emory University, University of
G e o rgia, Georgia Tech, Georgia State
U n i v e r s i t y, Kennesaw State University,
and other Georgia colleges and universi-
ties. Each year, Hillels of Georgia engages
6,000 Jewish college students through 550
programs that connect them to their Jewish
heritage and community. For Campus
Superstar information or tickets, visit
www.campussuperstar.com. 

KOSHER CHAMELEON. Kosher
Chameleons are young Jewish profession-
als living in Atlanta. They enjoy going out
in Midtown, the Highlands, and, occasion-
ally, Buckhead. Kosher Chameleon parties
are hosted by Spiral Entertainment, which
has been throwing parties for the past nine
years. The events draw 1,000-4,000 people,
mostly 21-40-year-old intowners. T h e s e
parties are not religiously affiliated. Among
the many spring events is the No Ham Jam,
April 5. For more information, visit
www.kosherchameleon.com. 

RABBI SILVERMAN. Rabbi Dave
Silverman, one of the founders of Atlanta
Scholars Kollel, hosts a discussion group
that meets one Sunday a month at his house
in the Toco Hill area. The goal of the group
is to raise young adults’ level of Jewish
awareness by presenting the Torah and the
responsibility that Judaism entails in a
sophisticated and meaningful way. Topics

include contemporary situations, the Jewish
c a l e n d a r, and current events. For more
information, contact Jon Grant at jonathanl-
grant@hotmail.com.

YLC. The Jewish Federation of Greater
Atlanta’s Young Leadership Council has
many fun and exciting upcoming events.
On April 13, there is a YLC Family Picnic
at East Roswell Park, 9000 Fouts Rd. (2
miles off Holcomb Bridge Rd.), at 10:30
a.m.; the cost per family is $20 in advance
or $25 the day of the event; RSVP to Erin
Zagnoev at ezagnoev@jfga.org. On May
20, 6:30 p.m., YLC is hosting the Young
Professionals Night at the Breman
Museum. For more information on YLC,
visit www.shalomatlanta.org. 

YOUNG ANGELS FUNDRAISER. T h e
MJCCA’s Young Angels sponsor an annual
fundraiser to support scholarships for chil-
dren who would otherwise not have an
MJCCA summer camp opportunity. Nearly
300 people are expected to attend this
year’s event, which takes place March 22,
7:30 p.m., at Shout Midtown, 11 9 7
Peachtree Street. Tickets are $40 in advance
or $45 at the door and are available at
www.atlantajcc.org. The evening features
music, food, cocktails, great auction items,
and multiple HDTVs for all you NCAA
basketball fans. For more information on
the Young Angels or to donate to the schol-
arship fund, contact Emily Stemer at
Emily.stemer@atlantajcc.org. 

Kate Samuels, Zoe Levine, Ally Levy,
Jessica Plasker, and Robin
Goodman promoted the upcoming
Young Angels event at the Hadag
Nachash concert on February 12.

Beth Brown, Gavin Brown and
Jackie Naggar enjoy the party before
the Hadag Nachash concert at
Center Stage.
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Things to do if you’re a 20-something Jew

Hannah 
Va h a b a

B Y
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Mad Beavers
Tree Trimming & Removal

Call 24 hours for Storm Emergencies

Call Bo

404-705-Tree
404-550-2535 (Cell)

Bobcat Work • Stump Grinding • Free Woodchips • Free Estimates

Insured up to 2 million • Liability & Workers Comp • References Available
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SIDING • GUTTERS
PAINTING • ROOFING

Jame Hardie®

Siding Products

Peachtree Corners Roofing
David Staley

Your neighbor in Peachtree Corners

Repair Specialist • All Roof Types
New Gutters/Repairs • Gutter Covers

770-715-9475
drstaley@mindspring.com
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We ship anything anywhere!

Atlanta/Sandy Springs
Phone 404-255-9277 Fax 404-255-9314 

6025 Sandy Springs Circle NE, Atlanta, GA 30328

• Domestic & International Shipping
• Custom Packing & Crating

(any size, any weight, air, ground, ocean)
• Packaging & Moving Supplies
• Mailbox Rental
• Copies/Fax/Notary
• Pick up and Delivery
• And more!

Not sure how to pack the 
Big, Tall & Awkward?

Think Pak Mail!

Monday–Friday, 9:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.–1 p.m.

Your Trusted Shipping Company
Professional Package & Furniture Shipping Services
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Serving only Dunwoody,
Sandy Springs and 

South Roswell

(678) 682-3111

Imagine putting together a dinner party.
You want it to be lively, challenging, and
educational. And you want the conversation
to focus on Israel. Whom would you invite?

If you are Emory Professor Ken Stein,
developing the guest list
is easy—it would include
your friends and neigh-
bors, along with some of
the best scholars and
experts on Israel and the
Middle East. Then, to
give the evening a spe-
cial twist, you focus the
conversation on a date
with historical signifi-
cance—the 60th

anniversary of the establishment of the
State of Israel. Voila!—the ultimate dinner
party.

When Congregation Or Hadash chose
to honor Professor Ken Stein for his contri-
butions to the Atlanta community and his
accomplishments as an internationally rec-
ognized Israel scholar, Stein saw the oppor-
tunity for communal learning as well as cel-
ebration. 

The combination was a fit for both
Congregation Or Hadash—of which Stein
is a founder—and for Stein, professor of
Middle Eastern history, political science,
and Israel studies at Emory University.

“For the congregation’s first Event of
Honor, we wanted to do something a little

bit different,” Congregation President Abby
Friedman said. “This event marks several
milestones—celebrating 60 years of Israel,
30 years of Professor Ken Stein’s commu-
nity involvement, and Congregation Or
Hadash’s 5th birthday. Ken agreed to be the
congregation’s first honoree, provided the
event would devote time for study.”

“Reflections: Israel @ 60 Symposium”
will start at 2:00 p.m., Sunday, April 6, at
the Temple, to be followed by a reception
and the Scholar’s Roundtable and Tribute to
Professor Ken Stein. Stein, also director of
the Institute for the Study of Modern Israel,
invited professional colleagues, peers, and
friends; Itamar Rabinovich, former Israeli
ambassador to the United States; Dan
Kurtzer, former U.S. ambassador to Israel;
Ellen Laipson, former vice-chairman, U.S.
National Intelligence Council; and Asher
Susser, former director of the Dayan Center
at Tel Aviv University.

Professor Stein’s academic interests
and scholarly publications focus on the
Middle East in the 20th century, contempo-
rary Arab politics, Israel’s origins, the U.S.
and the Middle East, and the peace process.
Engaging as a teacher and speaker, Stein
has given presentations and shared his
insights with Jewish organization, civic
groups, congregations, and media outlets
throughout the city and across the country.
Ken is as effective as he is passionate about
educating teachers and students about the

history of modern Israel and the Middle
East. 

“I am humbled to be honored at the
first Or Hadash Event of Honor,” remarked
Stein. “I came to Atlanta over 30 years ago
for a single semester teaching assignment,
which has morphed into the career of my
dreams, allowing me to follow my passion
for history and teaching. The Atlanta com-
munity has been so welcoming and encour-
aging. It is exciting to plan an event for
Israel @ 60 to engage our minds as we look
backward and forward.”

Co-Chairs Ruth and Mark Hackner and

Sherry Frank enthusiastically signed on to
design an event that will capture the spirit
of a lively dinner party, complete with great
food, stimulating conversation, and friend-
ship. 

Funds raised from this inaugural Event
of Honor will enable Congregation Or
Hadash to complete its sanctuary at The
Weber School and prepare for future facili-
ty needs.

For more information or to make your
reservation, go to
www.KenSteinTribute.com.

Ken Stein puts unique stamp on dinner of honor

Ken Stein
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There have been many philanthropists
in this city but none more generous than Eli
H. Frisch. Eli may not compare to others in
dollar donations, but no one has surpassed
him in the giving of self.

An accomplished musician, band-
leader, and brilliant Jack Benny imperson-
ator, Eli has performed all over town. You
name it, and he has performed there—
everywhere from the Jewish Home and
Tower to his Tech High School reunion to
hospitals to children’s birthday parties.

Atlanta is lucky to have Eli Frisch.
May he be here for a long time.

* * *

Another giver of self is Phil Slotin. He
hosts a Hanukkah party every year for close
to 100 family members. He makes hospital
visits to friends and strangers alike and
gives them photos.

A professional photographer who
retired from the practice of law some 50
years ago, he has given his work to hospi-
tals, nursing homes, and the like. Unless
you have a keen eye, you cannot tell his
photographs from paintings. 

I have never known Phil to be too busy
to run errands for the bedridden or shut-ins.
Not even the Georgia Bulldogs, his first
love, can keep him from helping a friend in
need.

* * *

Ed Jackel, the former basketball offi-
cial and Southern handball champion, has
come out with a new book, Lucky Infantry
Man. You can purchase it directly from
him. The price is $15.00 plus 7% state sales
tax. Ed’s address is 3160 Howell Mill
Road, NW, Apt. 301, Atlanta GA 30327.

* * *

I am living at the Jewish Tower now,
and it could not be better. Administrator
Myron Golub runs a tight ship, no doubt
due to his Marine Corps training. He has a
warm, friendly, competent staff in Jackie,
Dottie, Donna, Marianna, Marla, Joe,
Oscar, Ramone, Gal, and Calvin. Also a
great kitchen crew, chef, and servers. But
the best part of being here is listening to the
many compliments paid to my late sister,
Hope Everett. Take it from those who knew
her, you will never find a better human
being.

Semper Fi, Myron.

Giving is about more than money

G e n e
A s h e r

B Y
By Erin O’Shinskey

THE WRITE STUFF. Fran Putney has
joined T h e
Alfred and
Adele Davis
Academy as
director of
c o m m u n i c a-
tions and
m a r k e t i n g .
Her experi-
e n c e
i n c l u d e s
writing and
editing posi-
tions with
Hands On
A t l a n t a ,

Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta, CNN,
and the Atlanta Jewish Times, where her
work won two Rockower Awards for excel-
lence in Jewish journalism. 

LUCKY 13. For the 13th year in a row, the
Paradies Shops took home top honors at the
A i r p o rt Revenue News Conference and
Exhibition, which was held in Dallas,
Texas, on February 26. The Paradies Shops
won the prestigious Best Airport Retailer
Award and also received awards for Best
News and Gift Operator, Best Specialty
Retail Brand Operator, and Concessionaire
with the Highest Regard for Customer
Service.

S TAYING SAFE. Ackerman Security
Systems has been named Dealer of the Year
by Security Distributing and Marketing
magazine. Ackerman Security is the first
Georgia company to receive the award,
which is heralded as the pinnacle of success
among electronic security companies
nationwide. The company’s False Alarm
Prevention Program is a key reason for this
accolade; since 2004, this program has
reduced false alarm dispatches by 32 per-
cent.

BUSINESS BITS

Fran Putney

"Celebrating the Values of Judaism"
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Oak GroveMarket

Best Hamburger in Atlanta!

Monday – Saturday
7:30 AM to 6:00 PM

2757 LaVista Road, Decatur, GA

404.315.9831
www.OakGroveMarket.com

DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Soups & Stews 
Salads
Sandwiches 
Hot Items 
Desserts

Meat Market & Deli

During my childhood, there were sev-
eral stables and at least two blacksmith’s
shops that were doing a thriving business in
our small town, and daddy’s first “wheels”
were on a horse-drawn buggy. I never met
the horse in person, but one of our family’s
favorite pictures is of the buggy and the
horse getting an affectionate pat from the
proud teenage owner.

Many of the vehicles we had come to
mind—the first one I recall had to be hand-
cranked. Daddy would go to the front of the
car and turn a handle that looked no more
sophisticated than an ice-cream churn
device. If the car started shaking all over,
we knew it had caught; then Daddy would
jump in the car behind the steering wheel,
and it would choke down. Then he’d start
all over again. On cold mornings, usually
three cranks did it.

But one of the most memorable auto-
mobiles we ever had was the one Daddy
rather surreptitiously bought and coasted
down the driveway in. It must have been
winter, because it was already dark, and we
hadn’t had supper yet. And the season made
the purchase even stranger because of the
“nature” of this automobile. It was a two-
door, two-seater with a rumble seat. If I dare
hope that young eyes may fall on this col-
umn, then perhaps I must explain to you
that a rumble seat is (or was) a folding seat
on the outside of the back of the car. It
looked sorta like a trunk, except it opened
toward you, and the “lid” became the
padded back. Inside was a nice upholstered

leather seat for one or two, who faced the
front of the car like the other passengers—a
veritable convertible with no top.

We were a family of eight, and this
charming coupe was about as practical for
us as two places set at the table. But we
loved it, and when morning came, we took
turns riding in the rumble seat, with the cold
wind blowing in our faces. Getting in was
not for formal occasions, nor was getting
out, for that matter. You stepped on the run-
ning board and then onto the back fender,
which had a little thread on it; from there,
you plopped on the seat.

Mama agreed that it was cute. She
served us supper assured in her mind that
there was no need to grumble over the rum-
ble and, that as soon as the novelty faded for
her seven (counting Daddy) children, it
would be traded. Then, some other family,
to be sure a smaller one, would have as
much fun with it as we would have. And
anyway, she realized that it was actually the
teenage boy with the horse and buggy who
bought that rumble-seater. For one reason—
it was irresistible.

After all, wasn’t that why she married
him at 18 over a few motherly protests? He
was irresistible!

Back-seat riders
S h i r l e y
F r i e d m a n

B Y
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Atlanta, Georgia 30305
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tel. 770.395.1094
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Wo w, what an experience! On
September 16, 2007, I had just finished per-
forming in a community theater production
of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat, directed by George Fox. The
seven performances at the Marcus Jewish
Community Center of Atlanta’s Morris and
Rae Frank Theatre were completely sold
out.

How did this happen to come my way?
Sit a spell, and I’ll tell you.

Back in February ‘07, Paula Gruskin, a
friend of mine, e-mailed me about the
Joseph tryouts. For the last three years, I
had been a member of the MJCCA’s Senior
Ensemble, which does skits portraying the
relationships of the elder generation.
Although I felt comfortable doing these
skits, I had not done a musical since high
school. But I said, “What the heck. I’ll go to
the tryouts and see what happens.” 

I really didn’t think I would get a part,
but at the tryouts, I decided to let it all hang
out and do my best. The bottom line is, I did
get a part. 

We started together in mid-March, just
sitting around the piano and singing some
songs from the show. One of the musical
directors, Dr. Bob Schultz, a pediatric
endocrinologist, played for us—and could
he ever play. However, it was not until we
went through several sessions that he told

us which parts we had. I was given the role
of Jacob, the Patriarch.

Makeup time with Bob Schultz

The show had been done two years
before, but out of a cast of 25, there were 15
new people. At one of our first meetings,
George had us go around the room and tell
if this was our first time in Joseph. It was a
very friendly group.

One of the first things I noticed about
the cast was that it was young. Most mem-
bers were in their 20s, 30s, and 40s, and a
very few were in their 50s—and then me,
the old guy. They were also so enthusiastic
that some of them seemed to bounce off the
walls like teenagers. Although I sometimes
wondered if I really belonged in this group,
I finally accepted the fact that Georg e
thought I belonged—in fact, he kept telling
me that I would do fine. 

George has an incredible, infectious
smile and great enthusiasm. He has been
doing community theater for years, as has
Bob, his partner in crime. I was familiar
with Bob, as he directed the MJCCA’s
Broadway Chorus, which sang for inde-
pendent living facilities around the city. The
other musical director was Matt Bernstein.

Another extremely important individ-
ual was Sandy Ferko, the producer. She
made out the rehearsal schedule; obtained
props, costumes, and a thousand other
things; and managed her staff of prop peo-
ple, who included Marcia Feinberg, Debbie
Lang, Karen Schultz, and Lynn Sustak.
Also very important was Anne Koenig, who
put together Joseph’s coat and made sure
that everybody’s costume was up to snuff.
These people worked their tails off. There
were tons of props, and these gals did a yeo-
man’s job.

Costumes and snacks with Ly n n
Sustak and Matt Bernstein

Most of our early practices were in the
Weinstein Center; later, we moved to the
theater at the MJCCA. It was a great feeling
when we finally moved on stage.

Cast members waiting to go on

Our unofficial mascot was Nathan, the
four-month-old son of Bernice and David
Cohen, both of whom were in the play.

Nathan was at almost all of our practices,
and he is one of the happiest little guys I
have ever been around. I don’t believe I
heard him cry one time. Cast members
would pass him around like a sack of pota-
toes, and he never seemed to mind; in fact,
I think he liked it. George held him several
times while Bernice was rehearsing. 

Everybody in this large cast seemed to
get along, and we really had fun. Cantor
Steve Hevenstone, who played Joseph, was
a trip, always dancing, singing, or doing
something comical. One touching moment
during rehearsals was when the cast sur-
rounded David as he sang “My Girl” to
Bernice, as it was their anniversary. There
were a lot of smiles and a few tears.

We helped each other through rough
times as well. Bob Schultz’s mother died,
and he missed several practices. When he
came back, we held a minyan for him, and
we chanted Kaddish. Jane Greenberg e r,
who has worked with Bob on many com-
munity plays, did a great job of filling in for
him at the piano. When cast member Jeff
Feldstein’s wife sustained head injuries in
an accident, others drove carpool for his
young kids and brought food to his house.

The rehearsals became more frequent
and longer as we neared the actual show
dates. George’s patience with directing such
a large cast continued to amaze me; at
times, keeping everybody’s attention
seemed like trying to herd cats. George
knew what he wanted in a scene, and it was
practiced over and over until it was right.
The actors who played the brothers
rehearsed very hard; initially, I thought one
of those roles would have been fun, but
after seeing how complex they were, with
all the singing and dancing, I changed my
mind. 

Listening to the boss, George Fox

Many of the performers had to deal
with constant costume changes, including
the brothers, the phenomenal women in the
chorus, and the three women who narrated,
adding an extra challenge to their already
demanding roles. The narrators were won-
derful to watch and hear; I believe they set
the tone for the show.

Page 1 8 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN March-April 2008

Anatomy of a musical

B i l l
S o n e n s h i n e

B Y



March-April 2008 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN Page 1 9

Colorful singers Mindy Ellis, Carol
Edelson, Renee Videlefsky

At the early rehearsals, George kept
saying, “Now this is where we have a rabbi
break.” I did not know what the devil he
was talking about and, not wanting to look
dumb, didn’t ask anybody what he meant.
Finally, I found out that George videotaped
a number of area rabbis, who offered expla-
nations about an upcoming part of the play.
These videos were to be shown on the front
wall of the theater. Some of the rabbis were
a riot, and the audience really loved them.

It was exciting to practice with the
extraordinary orchestra, which was con-
ducted by Matt Bernstein. While talking to
him after one rehearsal, I saw that his T-
shirt was soaked. He explained that it was
very hot in the pit, and they could not use a
fan. 

Finally, after months of rehearsals, the
day of the first performance was at hand.
There was a packed house, and you could
feel the electricity in the air. Before each
performance and during intermission,
George would gather the cast in the hall and
talk to us. Before the play, he would advise
us about the makeup of the audience; for
example, if there were a lot of kids, he
would say, “Pick out a group of kids, and
talk to them.” At intermission, he would
give us positive feedback and, if necessary,
tell us what we needed to do better.

One highlight of the play was the
appearance of the Pharaoh, who wowed the
audience in his white jumpsuit and cape, a
la Elvis Presley.

Another highlight was the unraveling
of Joseph’s coat, which had 58 color panels.
George gave the concept of the coat to Anne
Koenig, who designed and constructed it.
The coat stretched almost across the width
of the stage and weighed over 50 pounds. It
took many practices to coordinate the
unraveling of the coat with the song we
sang, so that a particular colored panel was
unraveled at the same time it was named in
the song.

On Saturday nights, we would turn off
the lights in the green room and have a
Havdalah service. Daniel We n g e r, who
played one of the brothers, led the service
on the first Saturday, using the twisted can-
dle and the incense. The second Saturday
service was led by Steven Hevenstone.
While I’m sure it was an emotional experi-
ence for all, it was especially touching for
me, since, having grown up in a town where
I was the only Jewish kid, I never attended
a Havdalah service until I went to Camp
Blue Star in Hendersonville, North

Carolina. 
The last week of the play, we did three

performances in 24 hours—a Saturday per-
formance that ended at 11:00 p.m. and
Sunday performances at 11:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m. I was amazed at the endurance
and enthusiasm of the cast at the last per-
formance.

Grocho and Harpo (David and
Nathan Cohen)

In the weeks after the play, there were
two parties. At one of them, we all sang a
clever parody of the Joseph score, with
lyrics by cast member Jay Bernath. Then
we were told to form a circle around Andy
Margolis and Mindy Ellis, who had started
dating at the beginning of rehearsals. Andy
sang a love song, then pulled a small box
out of his pocket, proposed to Mindy, and
presented her with a beautiful engagement
ring. There were a lot of smiles and lots of
tears. 

I could write much more about what
happened in the making of Joseph, but I
will have to end now. While working on the
p l a y, my feelings ranged all over the
place—I was variously tired, discouraged,
sad, happy, excited, and in wonderment.
Being on stage can be tough. Charles
Grodin has written that acting can be like
trying to sell poetry door-to-door. The audi-
ence’s laughter and applause made me feel
great, and, in the end, I felt blessed to a part
of such a talented, enthusiastic, hard work-
ing, and dedicated group of people.

There’s one last thing I want to tell you.
If Joseph comes back to the MJCCA, don’t
miss it. I guarantee you will love it.
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By Rabbi Judith Beiner

The Torah: A Women’s Commentary
Tamara Cohn Eskenazi and Rabbi Andrea
Weiss, editors
Women of Reform Judaism
$75

The Torah: A Women’s Commentary
was published this past winter by the

Women of
R e f o r m
Judaism. It is
a magnificent
a c h i e v e m e n t .
This work, the
first of its
kind, is writ-
ten entirely by
women from
across the
d e n o m i n a -
tions and
around the

world. Scholars, rabbis, cantors, and poets
have contributed their insights to the week-
ly Torah portions. The idea of progressive
revelation is that G-d is revealed in each
generation. Simply stated, A Wo m e n ’s
Commentary demonstrates how contempo-
rary women understand Torah and that

these teachings apply to us all. 
While a brand new publication, a first

look at the book gives one pause to think:
Have I seen this before? For those familiar
with the Reform Movement’s Plaut
Chumash, A Women’s Commentary bears a
similar layout with regard to the placement
of Hebrew, English, and commentary on
each page. Yet the Women’s Commentary
has its own stamp. A gold-embossed vine
on the cover is repeated in gray throughout
the body of the book, framing each page as
a work of art.

Every Torah portion contains five dis-
tinct components:
• Central Commentary, which provides
introductory material, an outline, and a
verse-by-verse explication of the weekly
sedra. Discussions highlight women in the
Bible and issues concerning women, based
on their presence in or absence from the
text.
• Another View: Written by a contemporary
biblical scholar, these essays focus on one

specific element, which either comple-
ments, supplements, or challenges the cen-
tral commentary.
• Post-Biblical Interpretations bring togeth-
er rabbinic teachings and works of classical
commentaries to show how these sources
address texts pertaining to women. 
• Contemporary Reflections provide a
philosophical or theological essay reflect-
ing on various aspects of the sedra. Its aim
is to challenge the reader to consider how
the portion speaks to them as contemporary
Jews.
• Voices: A creative section, offering artistic
responses to the text in the form of poetry,
modern midrash, and other imaginative
reflections.

Many of us who study Torah each week
do so using a variety of sources. This publi-
cation is particularly useful in this endeav-
or. Smooth translations and cited commen-
taries explain the “bits-and-pieces” about
which we are always curious. The topics
presented in the essays help us answer the
question: How is this text relevant today?
The poetry that completes each portion is
inspiring and personal, enabling the reader
the opportunity for an emotional experience
with the text. 

Rabbi Andrea Weiss, assistant profes-
sor of Bible at the Hebrew Union College—

Jewish Institute of Religion in New York
and associate editor of the Wo m e n ’s
Commentary, in previewing drafts of the
work with congregations around the coun-
try, has routinely responded to two ques-
tions: 1) Why should men be interested in a
women’s Torah commentary? and 2) Why
would you create a commentary that speaks
to only half the community? We i s s
responds by surmising that if a Torah com-
mentary sheds light on the biblical text and
its enduring meaning, why should anyone
wonder about its relevance for men or
women? “Any valuable Torah commentary
will include up-to-date research on the
Bible and ancient Israel, offer insightful
readings of the biblical texts, and wrestle
with complexities.” Weiss’s vision is that
this new commentary will supplement and
enhance existing works on the Torah, by
adding an array of new voices to the collec-
tive conversation.

Proverbs 6:20 notes: “Do not forsake
your mother’s Torah.” The commentary is a
fulfillment of this directive. We are invited
to meet the Torah text on new terms. In so
doing, we hear women’s voices and under-
stand how women’s experiences have con-
tributed to the whole of the Jewish
encounter with G-d. 

The Torah: A Women’s Commentary is a groundbreaking work

Rabbi Judith 
B e i n e r

B Y

Atlanta’s Oldest Synagogue – and Newest
Movie Club

How to Watch Movies 
with a Critical Eye

Hosted by Matthew Bernstein
2-4 pm Sunday

Emory University – Rich Building 103
Part One - April 13 & Part Two - May 18

Book Club
Third Thursday of each month

@ Borders - Perimeter on 
Ashford Dunwoody just outside of 285

Thursday, April 17• 7:30 pm
Reading: The Kill Artist by Daniel Silva

Israel @ 60 Synaplex
Friday, May 16

Featured Speaker: Anat Hoffman
Executive Director

Israel Religious Action Center

Israeli Dancing
Middle Eastern Dinner

And lots more

Men’s Club
Sunday, April 27 • 10:00 am

State Senator David Adelman
will review the 2008 

Georgia Legislative Session

The Jewish Life Cycle Institute
Sunday, April 27 • 10:30 – 12:00

Recognizing The Signs and 
Symptoms of Substance Abuse &

Resources for Help
Facilitator: Dr. Michael Fishman

Bereavement
Tuesday, April 29 • 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

“It’s Been a Year or Two Since Your Loss:
How Are You Doing?”

Facilitator: Dr. Elaine Levin 1589 Peachtree Street, NE 
Atlanta, GA 30309

404-873-1731 
www.the-temple.org

Join 
Our 

Family

For Reservations & Costs Call 404-873-1731

Tot Shabbat
“Decorate a Seder placemat to use 

at your Passover Seder”
Friday, April 11

6:30 pm service • 7:00 pm dinner
Please RSVP for dinner to Lauren Lewis,

family@the-temple.org, 
no later than Monday April 7.

Temple Concert
Featuring our talented 

9th-12th-grade musicians
Friday, April 18

8:15 in our sanctuary
Worship services will take place from 6-7pm 

Temple Sages (of all ages)
Trip to Barnsley Gardens
Wednesday, April 30, 2008

Tour of home, museum & gardens
Lunch at the 1902 Stock Exchange 

in the historic train station
Cost:  $30.00 per person member; 

$40 per person nonmember
Includes tours, lunch & transportation



The Breman Museum’s special exhibi-
tion “Seeking Justice: The Leo Frank Case
Revisited” recounts the racially charged and
tragic events surrounding the murder of
Mary Phagan in 1913 and lynching of Leo
Frank two years later. “Seeking Justice”
includes intimate interviews reflecting on
the terrible chain of events surrounding
these two unsolved murders that shook the
nation, as well as documentary materials
and artifacts recently made public.

“Seeking Justice,” which premiered
February 10 at The Breman, will remain on
display through December 31 and then trav-
el to other cities. The Breman’s archival
materials relating to the Leo Frank case pro-
vide unparalleled documentation and arti-
facts for the exhibition. Original items will
circulate with the traveling exhibition.

Lucille Selig and Leo Frank at Grant
Park in Atlanta, July 17, 1909

On April 26, 1913, the body of thir-
t e e n - y e a r- o l d
Mary Phagan, a
white Christian
girl, was found
in the basement
of the National
P e n c i l
Company in
Atlanta. T h e
t w e n t y - n i n e -
year-old Jewish
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t
of the factory,

Northern-bred Leo Frank, was arrested for
her brutal murder.

Frank’s sensationalized trial, his con-
viction, and his sentence to death were fol-
lowed by Georgia Governor John M.
Slaton’s fateful decision in 1915 to com-
mute Frank’s sentence to life in prison. That
decision resulted in Frank’s kidnapping
from the state prison and lynching outside
of Marietta, Georgia, in Cobb County.
These events captured the attention and
sympathies of national and international
audiences and launched far-reaching social,
legal, and cultural changes. Ironically, the
Frank episode stimulated both the rebirth of
the Ku Klux Klan and the reaffirmation of
the mission of the Anti-Defamation League.
The case was the driving force behind a
number of Supreme Court rulings that rede-
fined due process and sparked decades of
debate over Frank’s innocence.

Atlanta Constitution, August 17,
1915

“Seeking Justice” features interviews
with descendants of family and friends of

Leo Frank and Mary Phagan, new docu-
mentary materials, and artifacts that have
never before been exhibited. A year-long
calendar of public programs will include a
film series; a book talk; a discussion of the
ballad as a transmitter of American history,
accompanied by an Appalachian music per-
formance; a seminar about the legal, ethical,
and professional ramifications of the court
case; and a genealogy workshop.

The Breman is located at 1440 Spring
St. NW (at 18th Street), in Midtown
Atlanta. Museum admission is $10/adults,
$6/seniors, $4/students, $2/children, and
free for members. Programs are free with
museum admission.

For more information, call 678-222-
3700, or visit www.thebreman.org.
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“Seeking Justice” a ground-breaking examination of the Leo Frank case

Mary Phagan, 1912

Leo Frank, 1914 used in Collier’s,
1914



I first visited Birmingham, Alabama, in
December 1972, as a member of the AJCC
basketball team that played in the Ralph
Thomas Basketball Tournament. We had a
great team, which included Jimmy Burdine,
Hal Krafchick, Paul Bloom, Randy Tracy,
Scott Eisenberg, Howie Frushtick, and
myself. We won the tournament—I remem-
ber that we scored 139 points in the cham-
pionship game and beat the host team. If
you knew the ability of the players on that
team, you could believe that score. I
remember thinking that the Levite Jewish
Community Center in Birmingham was a
lot like the Atlanta Jewish Community
Center on Peachtree Street. I found out
recently that both buildings opened in
1957.

Nearly thirty-four years after that tour-
nament, in July of 2006, I visited
Birmingham for the second time, when my
daughter and son-in-law, Mindy and Gary
Cohen, and their boys, Jared and Seth,
moved there. During the visit, of course, I
made a trip to the Levite JCC. They still
have the same gym, but Ralph Thomas,
their physical education director, retired a
long time ago. Mindy was amazed that I
still remembered his name. 

Mindy now works as the director of
adult and senior adult activities at the
Levite JCC, so I’ve gotten to know a lot

about it. In January of 2007, she introduced
me to Garth Potts, the executive director.
When I walked into his office, I was over-
whelmed by what was on the walls. There
were dozens of portraits and caricatures of
famous sports teams and heroes from the
past. It was like walking into a Leroy
Neiman museum. It was then that I knew I
had a future “Schwartz on Sports” column.

Garth told me a little bit about himself
and his lifetime interest in sports and art.
He knows Mike Wise, who in the past year
had become CEO/executive director of the
Marcus Jewish Community Center of
Atlanta. In 1977, Mike replaced Garth as a
youth director at the Buffalo JCC, and
Mike’s wife is from Buffalo, so they have
known each other for over 30 years. At that
time, I had not yet met Mike, although I had
seen him on numerous occasions walking
around the MJCCA, talking with people
and being very accessible to members. 

Just a few months ago, when I saw
Mike in the Brill Fitness Center, I intro-
duced myself, told him who my daughter

was, and said that I was going to
Birmingham that weekend to interview his
friend and colleague. Mike told me a little
more about Garth and their connection to
each other. He also told me about Garth’s
love of sports, particularly the Buffalo Bills
and the Buffalo Sabres.

Garth Potts choking up with his
beloved Buffalo Sabres in the back-
ground

So, Jewish Georgians, there’s the con-
nection. Once you go to Birmingham and
start meeting and talking to people, Jewish
Geography goes wild. I could name at least
50 people in Birmingham who have Atlanta
relatives or friends, previously lived in
Atlanta, or went to the University of
G e o rgia. My wife says Birmingham
reminds her of Atlanta 50 years ago. There
is a small, close-knit Jewish population,
and a few synagogues are the center of
Jewish life.

I had to ask Garth about his first name.
The executive director of a Jewish
Community Center might be named Harry,
Morty, Saul, Jacob, or Sam—but Garth? He
told me that his father, a doctor, named him
after a friend and fellow medical resident
when they were living in Newport News,
Virginia. When Garth was four years old,
his father died. His mother moved the fam-
ily to Buffalo, where Garth grew up. 

Garth’s first involvement with art was
at age four, when his mother provided him
with crayons, paper, clay, markers, and
multiple opportunities to develop this natu-
ral talent. Some kids collect baseball cards.
Garth went one step further by designing
the cards for the teams he named and the
players in his fantasy baseball league. He
was interested in sports, played basketball
at the “J,” and became a gym rat. His love
extends to Buffalo’s sports teams.

Garth received a fine arts degree from
SUNY-Buffalo and planned to teach col-
lege. When that didn’t happen, he accepted
his first professional position as a youth
director at the Buffalo JCC in 1972. His
career took him to El Paso, Texas; Portland,
Oregon (in fact, he moved there the day Mt.

St. Helens erupted—some welcome!);
Vancouver, British Columbia; Oklahoma
City; and finally, in 1991, to Birmingham,
where he assumed the position of executive
director at the Levite JCC. Along the way,
he also earned master’s degrees in fine arts
and social work. We agreed that 17 years in
one place is a long tenure. He credits a lot
of his success to his ability to work with
people and his thick skin. The Levite JCC
celebrated its centennial in 2007. During
Garth’s tenure, the center’s membership has
grown from 1350 to 2400 and its budget
from $1.6 million to $4.4 million.

Garth has four children from his previ-
ous marriage and three stepchildren from
his wife, Ann. Amazingly, these seven kids,
ages 20 to 31, get along very well. Also, no
one has married yet, but there is the poten-
tial for a lot of grandchildren in Garth’s
future. 

Garth’s artwork is displayed through-
out the center. In addition to sports carica-
tures, there is a great deal of religious work.
He had a reception in September 2007 that
showcased his caricatures of 50 Jewish
celebrities, including Woody Allen, Jon
Lovitz, Howard Stern, and Gene Wilder, to
name just a few. He describes his work as
realistic, with lots of color and movement.
It takes him 20-30 hours to do a sports pic-
ture and 2-3 hours to do a caricature. I
asked him what he looks for in a person,
and he said that as he talks to or looks at a
photo of his subject, he identifies obvious
distinguishing features that he can use as
his starting point. He told me what he’d
start with if he were doing my caricature.

Garth has no interest in political car-
toons, so, Mike Luckovich, you’re safe. He
was first inspired to be a sports cartoonist
by the Sporting News, which always had a
drawing of a sports figure on its cover, with
lots of vignettes around it. 

Garth and I were supposed to play rac-
quetball, but he had a cold, so after the
interview, I went to hit some in the court;
along the walls outside the court were cari-
catures of racquetball players at the center.
Afterward, when I was doing sit-ups in the
fitness center, I looked up, and there was a
caricature of Sandy Koufax on the wall, just
like the one Garth gave me earlier, with the
word “Character.” I thought to myself, this
guy is everywhere.

Garth told me that when he retires, he
would like to open a small art gallery and
continue to pursue his love of art. One day,
I’m going to get him to do that caricature of
me—deep-set eyes, bushy eyebrows, wrin-
kled forehead, and all. 

Until next time, drive for the bucket
and score.
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Schwartz on sports
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northpointvolvo.com

678-365-0600
1570 Mansell Road • AlpharettaVOLVO

NORTH POINT

2008 S40 $25,110MSRP

Spring into a VolvoSpring into a Volvo

2008 XC90 3.2 $36,995

STARTING @ $21,997 $23,920

   

  
  VO

THE NEW 2008 
C30
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BREED OF VOLVO
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$21,997 STARTING @ 30,997STARTING @
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Ask us about the North Point Volvo Advantage (up to $2,000 more in savings!)

28 MPG 20 MPG

28 MPG

MSRP
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T H EJewish Georg i a n
By Roberta Scher

KOSHER OPENINGS AND CLOSINGS

Ali’s Cookies, formerly known as the
C h o c o l a t e
C h i p s
C o m p a n y,
which was
o r i g i n a l l y
founded in
1981, has
r e c e n t l y
been pur-
chased by
A t l a n t a n s

Alison and
J e ff Rosen-

garten. Their scrumptious cookies, which
are made in-house daily from scratch, are
all natural with no preservatives. All 20

delicious flavors, along with Ali’s popular
giant cookie cake, are AKC-kosher certified
dairy. They are available beautifully boxed
and ribboned and can be delivered locally
or shipped worldwide. What a perfect gift!
For more information, go to
shipacookie.com, or visit the store at 1255
Johnson Ferry Road, Marietta. Call 770-
971-8566.

Simcha Bakery, at Toco Hill Shopping
Center, is definitely a pastry lover’s destina-
tion, with something new every week—
babkas, black and whites, cinnamon rolls,
linzer tarts, almond cookies, specialty
breads, and custom cakes are just some of
the newest additions, and it’s all parve. Visit
Simchabakery.com, or call 404-781-BAKE
(2253). 

Pizza Palace, 2157 Briarcliff Road, has
closed. Now open in the same space is
Brasserie Kosher Barbeque, a meat restau-

rant. Call 404-477-4992. 
Pita House, specializing in falafel,

shwarma, and grilled chicken, has opened at
4639 D North Shallowford, Atlanta. Call
770-452-9599. 

Sabra (Dunwoody) has closed.

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY

CHEERS FOR CHEESE. The Sugar River
Cheese Company has introduced seven
gourmet cheeses, straight from the farms of

Wisconsin, that
are kosher, nat-
ural, org a n i c ,
and free of syn-
thetic growth
hormones. The
cheese is made
by an award-

winning, certified Wisconsin master
cheesemaker and produced at a small fami-
ly-owned 100-year-old facility. T h e s e
superb, uniquely flavored cheeses add an
extra zing to dairy recipes or are just fabu-
lous with crackers. I especially liked the
prairie Jack with green peppercorns and the

white cheddar with roasted garlic and green
onion. Or was my favorite the Monterey
Jack with tomato and olive? I guess I’ll
have to keep sampling! Read about all
seven kosher varieties, and check out
recipes at sugarrivercheese.com. T h e
cheese is available locally at Whole Foods.

ATTENTION CHOCOHOLICS.
Rademaker has just introduced a new Dutch

processed unsweetened
cocoa perfect for both
baking and drinking.
This top-quality cocoa is
imported from Holland
and contains those
healthful flavanols and
antioxidants we read so
much about. It is kosher
for everyday and
Passover use. Look for

this product at local food retailers or ama-
zon.com. 

REAL RASPBERRY VINEGAR. I have 

See KOSHER, page 28 

Kosher Affairs

Ali’s cookies

Happy Passover
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• Nova Lox & Bagel• Fresh Brisket• Corned Beef & Pastrami Reuben• Homemade Short Ribs• Old-Fashioned Stuffed Cabbage• Where Traditional Matzo Ball Soup is Made Fresh EverydayOpen 24/73620 Roswell Road • Atlanta, GACall for Reservations404-816-9090 Sandy Springs / Buckhead 
4540B Roswell Rd
Atlanta, Ga 30342 
404 843 4500

Rates based on double occupancy. Other restrictions may apply. Call for details.

AAA Travel Agency
is the largest leisure travel agency in the country.

We are in YOUR neighborhood!

One-of-a-kind, deluxe, escorted tours for the discerning traveller
Call for details about our members-only exclusive offer of up to a $200 savings.

Royal Caribbean Cruise sale
Book by 4/1 and get up to $200 off for select cruises

AAA Exclusive Culinary tour of LeCordon Bleu and Paris,
hosted by author/graduate Kathleen Flynn and escorted by AAA

Queen Victoria, 8/25/08, Barcelona-Rome, Cat A4, from $3985
Chairman’s Cruise on Crystal Symphony, 6/26/08, from $9998

Luxury Travel Event, Saturday, April 5 at Villa Christina
Call for more information  RSVP required. Day-of-show-exclusive savings

Seabourn rates in Europe for 2008 with prices starting at $3,198 for Mediterranean
7-day cruises!

(More exclusive offers available. Nonmembers also welcome)
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4455 Roswell Road
Atlanta, Georgia 30342

404-255-4312

www.presstine.com

By Jonathan Barach

FOOTLOOSE WITH FLUTIE. Jerry’s Habima
Theatre presents Footloose, March 26-30, at the
Marcus Jewish Community Center of Atlanta’s
Morris & Rae Frank Theatre. Before the March
27 performance, Doug Flutie will be at a VIP
reception, 5:00-6:00 p.m., and will do free pres-
entation, 6:00-7:00 p.m., about being both a
football legend and father of a child with autism.
Reservations are required. Footloose tickets are
$32 ($22/members) and $15 ($10/members) for
children 12 and under, with discounts for stu-
dents and seniors. VIP reception tickets are $36,
plus a $150 minimum donation to Habima or the
Pacesetter program. For tickets, call 678-812-
4002.

THE PEOPLE HAVE SPOKEN. The Atlanta
Jewish Film Festival presents the 2008 AJFF
Audience Awards, an encore screening of audi-
ence favorites from this year’s festival.
Screenings are March 30, 3:00 p.m. and 7:00
p.m., at Regal Cinemas Atlantic Station Stadium
16. The winners are N i n a ’s Journey, Best
Narrative Film, and I Have Never Forgotten You,
Best Documentary Film. Tickets are $9 and are
available at www.ajff.org or 404-806-9913.

SONGS OF THE HOLOCAUST. The William
Baker Festival Singers will perform “Songs of
the Holocaust,” arranged by William Dreyfoos,
March 30, 4:00 p.m., and May 18, 4:00 p.m., at
Grace United Methodist Church, 458 Ponce de
Leon Avenue. These works are choral arrange-
ments of songs and texts from Jewish communi-
ties in Poland in the late 1930s and early 1940s.
Additional works will be performed at each con-
cert. Admission is $15 at the door, $10 for sen-
iors/students. The concerts are supported by the
William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum. Call
404-909-8357, or visit www.festivalsingers.org
for further information.

GET COMPETITIVE. JF&CS Cobb will pres-
ent “Promoting Yourself in Today’s Competitive
Marketplace,” March 30, 10:00 a.m.-noon.
Learn how to gain a competitive advantage with
proven resume and interview strategies. This
workshop, facilitated by Deena Goldberg
Takata, JF&CS career counselor, is open to the
community and offered free of charge. RSVPs
are required. Contact rsimon@jfcs-atlanta.org or
770-677-9434.

KEEPING THEM SAFE. JF&CS North Metro
presents “Internet Safety for Your Children,”
March 31, 7:00-9:00 p.m., at the JF&CS North
Metro Office, 3159 Royal Drive, Suite 330. The
guest speaker is Special Agent Jeffrey Brown,
G e o rgia Bureau of Investigation, High
Technology Investigations Unit. This event,
which is open to the community, is $5 per person
at the door. RSVPs are requested. Contact
Rachel Simon at 770-677-9434 or rsimon@jfcs-
atlanta.org for more information.

PROPOSALS SOUGHT. The Southern Jewish
Historical Society (www.jewishsouth.org) will
hold its annual conference at Emory University,
November 1-3, in conjunction with Emory’s
Tam Institute for Jewish Studies. Proposals for

sessions or papers focusing on any aspect of
Southern Jewish history are welcome; presenta-
tions should appeal to a broad audience. Submit
a one-page abstract of each proposed presenta-
tion and a short bio of each presenter by March
31 to: SJHS Program Committee, c/o Ta m
Institute for Jewish Studies, 204 Candler
Library, Emory University, Atlanta GA 30322 or
to Prof. Eric L. Goldstein, conference chair, at
egoldst@emory.edu.

PROMOTING JEWISH IDENTITY. The Jewish
Heritage Contest is an essay competition for stu-
dents in grades 6-8. This year’s theme is Israel at
60. Students can write 500-1,000 word essays on
a wide range of topics, such as Israeli/Jewish
life, history, religion, or culture. Awards are:
$500 Grand Prize, $250 2nd Place, and $100 3rd
Place. The deadline is April 1. For more infor-
mation, visit www.JewishHeritageContest.com,
or call 404-634-0391.

HONORING KEN STEIN. On April 6, Or
Hadash will honor Dr. Ken Stein of Emory
University with a special symposium including
Israeli speakers, followed by a dinner at The
Temple. For more information, visit
www.KenSteinTribute.com.

DELICIOUSLY INDEPENDENT. The Tasting,
an ExtravaGrand Benefit for Extraordinary
People Living Independently, is April 9, 7:00-
10:00 p.m., at the Grand Hyatt Buckhead. The
cost is $75, or $50 for guests under 35. This ben-
efit helps support the Zimmerman-Horowitz
Independent Living Program, which currently
allows more than 50 participants to live, work,
and thrive in their communities. RSVP t o
www.thetasting.org or 770-677-9329.

K N O W YOUR LOCAL H I S TO RY. Current
Historians, an auxiliary group of the Atlanta
History Center, sponsors lectures on the second
Thursday of alternate months, September
through May. Each lecture is at 7:00 p.m. and
preceded by a 6:30 p.m. reception with cash
wine bar. Recent speakers have included Gene
Asher and Dr. Betty Siegel. The May 8 speaker
is Sam Massell. Current Historians membership
is $25 and requires membership at the Atlanta
History Center. Meetings are free for Current
Historians, $5 for other History Center mem-
bers, and $10 for the general public. Call 404-
814-4150 for reservations. 

EAGLE STAR AWARDS. The 2008 Eagle Star
Gala takes place May 14, 6:00-9:00 p.m., at
Delta Air Lines Headquarters. The American
Israel Chamber of Commerce’s community flag-
ship event, the Eagle Star Gala honors the peo-
ple and companies who have contributed most to
the Southeast-Israel business relationship. Past
AICC board chairman André Schnabl will
receive the Founders Award, and Georgia Bio
will receive the Community Partner Aw a r d .
Nominations for Israeli Company of the Year
and Deal of the Year are due by April 11. Visit
w w w. e a g l e s t a rgala.com/2008/index.html for
complete information.

Thought you’d like to know



finally found an authentic kosher raspber-
ry-flavored vinegar. It comes from
Kozlowski Farms, a family-owned compa-
ny in Sonoma County, California. Founded
in the 1920s by Spanish immigrants
Florencio and Julia Lorenzo, the business
has been expanded by their children and
grandchildren Carol, Perry, and Cindy.
Kozlowski Farms produces and markets
specialty and natural food products, several

of which have been certified
K S A k o s h e r. In addition to
sampling the vinegar (which I
understand is the only kosher-
certified raspberry vinegar cur-
rently available in the U.S.), I
have also tried some of their
spreads, including the deli-
cious peach and apple butter.
For a free catalog or to pur-
chase the products, visit
kozlowskifarms.com. Locally,
some of the products are avail-
able at Whole Foods. If you

are in California, be sure and visit the farm,
which is located in the Russian River
Valley, 60 miles north of San Francisco.

KEEPING IT FRESH. According to the
Reynolds Company, air is the enemy of
frozen foods, causing that dreaded freezer
burn. Since I always consider Passover a
great time to try new gadgets (and since I
certainly want to keep all of those Passover

foods and leftovers fresh), I am now testing
Reynolds’ new Handi-Vac Vacuum Sealer.
With a 30-day satisfaction guarantee, how
can one go wrong? I’ll report on the results
in my next column. The Handi-Vac Sealer
Starter Kit, which includes eight resealable
bags, is available at Publix, Kroger, and
Wal-Mart. 

PICK THIS PAN. The new Star of David
Bundt Pan offers the home cook a creative
new pan for shaping desserts, cakes, or
molds. It is especially appropriate for

Jewish holi-
days and
Shabbos, and,
of course,
perfect for
Passover. The
10-cup non-
stick pan is
made of
heavy cast

aluminum and allows for even heating and
easy release. It has a suggested retail price
of $35 and, along with some other unique
bakeware, can be found at nordicware.com.
If you hurry, however, you can find it at
Walmart.com for $20, including shipping.

BOOK NEWS

Rodale Publishing’s Eat This Not That
by David Zinczenko is packed with infor-
mation on making better food choices. The
book includes thousands of suggested food
swaps that will allow you to reduce fat and

calories at meals and snack time. Some
sample choices: roasted, instead of mashed,
potatoes; 3 Musketeers over Almond Joy;
Jelly Belly candies over yogurt raisins;
Chex Mix over cheese crackers; Simply Jif
creamy peanut butter over Skippy. Even the
kosher eater can find many useful sugges-
tions for making healthy food choices at the
supermarket.

A rthur Schwart z ’s Jewish Home
Cooking, from Ten Speed Press, is a collec-
tion of authentic Yiddish recipes revisited,
updated, chronicled, and aff e c t i o n a t e l y
shared. With each recipe is a story connect-
ing the reader to the Jewish America of our
past, the tastes, the food, and the culture.
Author Schwartz, who was called a “walk-
ing Google of food and restaurant knowl-
edge” by the New York Times Magazine, is
a food writer and cooking teacher who feels
that Yiddish-American cooking is ripe for a
revival. I agree!

—————

Interested in a kosher wine and food
tour of Israel in 2009? Meet the wine mak-
ers, tour the wineries, taste the wines, and
savor the food. E-mail
k o s h e r a ffairs@gmail.com to add your
name to the contact list. 

What’s cooking? 

This column is meant to provide the reader
with current trends and developments in the
kosher marketplace and lifestyle. Since
standards of kashruth certification vary,
check with the AKC or your local kashruth
authority to confirm reliability. If you are
searching for a hard-to-find kosher ingredi -
ent, need help with a kosher substitution, or
have a kosher food question, please contact
us, and we will do our best to find the
answer. Also, we ask that you share your
discoveries with us and look forward to
hearing from you. E-mail
kosheraffairs@gmail.com. 
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From page 25
Kosher

Potato Kugel
Adapted from Arthur Schwartz’s Jewish

Home Cooking

3 lbs. russet potatoes
12 eggs
2 medium onions, cut into chunks
2/3 cup matzo meal
1 tablespoon salt
1 teaspoon black pepper
3 tablespoons oil or schmaltz

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Peel and chunk the potatoes and

reserve in a bowl of cold water.
In processor, pulse the onions until

finely chopped, but not liquefied.
Beat eggs and place in large bowl.

Add the onions, and stir. Stir in matzo
meal.

Drain the potatoes and place in a
strainer. Process potatoes in 3 batches
until finely chopped, and return them to
the strainer. With back of a large spoon
or spatula, press firmly to release all liq-
uid. Stir into egg mixture.

Place 2 tablespoons of oil in a 13” x
9” glass baking dish; heat for 5 minutes.
Add the batter. Press down, especially
near the sides. Drizzle the surface with
the remaining oil.

Bake for 1 hour and 15 minutes. Let
rest for 15 minutes, cut, and serve. 

If making ahead, tightly cover and
refrigerate for up to 4 days; reheat
uncovered in a 350-degree oven. Freezes
well, but defrost before reheating.

——

Apple Cake
Adapted from Arthur Schwartz’s Jewish

Home Cooking

Topping:
1/2 cup coarsely chopped walnuts or
pecans
3/4 cup sugar
1 tablespoon ground cinnamon

Cake:
3 eggs
3/4 cup sugar
1/3 cup oil
3/4 cup matzo cake meal
5 medium apples, peeled, and cut into
1/4” inch thick slices
1/3 cup raisins (optional)

Preheat oven to 350 degrees; posi-
tion oven rack in center of oven.

Oil an 8” square baking dish.
Mix all topping ingredients, and set

aside.
To prepare cake batter, beat eggs on

medium until well mixed. Beat in sugar
about 2 tablespoons at a time, until mix-
ture is thick and foamy. Beat in the oil in
steady stream. By hand, stir in matzo
cake meal until well blended. 

Pour half of batter mixture into pre-
pared dish, sprinkle on half of topping
mixture, and top with half the apples and
all of the raisins. Spread the remaining
batter, apples, and topping in the same
order.

Bake for 1 hour and 15 minutes. Let
cake cool completely before cutting.

According to Arthur Schwartz,
“This cake is another Yiddish food that
improves with age.... cover tightly with
plastic, and the topping will become
moist and candylike.”

Passover Recipes

www.YourToolsForLiving.org

Visit the NEW www.YourToolsForLiving.org and register
to receive the latest updates and information from JF&CS!

Register before March 31st and you can win an iPhone
with one year of service...FREE!

A Proud Partner
of

JF&CS is an Equal Opportunity Employer



It’s the time of year to celebrate our
freedom, be one with our ancestors, remem-
ber our heritage, and share our Passover
tables with family and friends. When it
comes to choosing wines for our Seders, we
have quite a selection this year—more than
ever.

Israel’s wine production is bubbling! In
recent months, several new kosher Israeli
wines have been introduced and praised by
mainstream wine connoisseurs and afi-
cionados worldwide. An appreciation of
fine wine is joining the love of good food at
the kosher Jewish table.

—————
To better understand the growth of

I s r a e l ’s winemaking industry, here is a
“taste” of who the winemakers really are: 

DOMAINE DU CASTEL W I N E RY. In
1988, Eli G. Ben-Zaken, former owner of
Mamma Mia’s Italian restaurant in
Jerusalem, planted a small vineyard on a
hilltop beside his home in the Judean Hills.
By 1992, he was crushing his first Cabernet
and Merlot. 

According to Ben-Zaken, “even the
corks were the best money could buy.” He
chose the name Castel after a nearby
Crusader fortress, used an etching of his
vineyard and home on the label, and named
the wine “Grand Vin” to reflect the effort he
had put into its making. According to the
friends who were his wine tasters, it was a
“great wine.” Then, in 1995, a friend shared
the wine with an expert—Serena Sutcliffe
MW, head of Sotheby’s International Wine
Department. She proclaimed the wine
“absolutely terrific” and called it a tour de
force… a “classic.” 

Ben-Zaken planted more vineyards,
and his son Ariel went to France to learn
wine making; eventually, another son,
Eytan, joined Domaine du Castel as well.
The result: world-renowned wine critic
Robert Parker (erobertparker.com) rates the
three wines of Domaine du Castel in
Israel’s top 10. Castel Grand Vin is praised
by many as one of the finest wines in the
world. To read more about Castel, visit cas-
tel.co.il/homepage.html.

PSAGOT WINERY. The Psagot Winery is
located in the mountains of northern
Jerusalem, just east of Ramallah, overlook-
ing the Jericho Valley and the Red Sea. The
vineyards for wine production were origi-
nally planted by Meir Berg in 1998, and the
winery was established by son Yaakov and
his wife, Naana, in 2002. 

When ground was being tilled during
the expansion, a cave from the time of the
Second Temple was discovered. After fur-
ther excavation and archeological studies, a
network of connecting caves was
unearthed. So now, along with state-of-the-
art wine barrels and stainless steel equip-
ment, ancient caves serve as an integral part
of the cooling system for Psagot wine bar-
rels. Amazing! 

The Psagot Edom wine, a blend of
Cabernet and Merlot, has been awarded a
gold medal in Israel’s Eshkol HaZahav
competition. Several of Psagot’s other
wines also were recognized. Read more at
www.psagotwines.com.

RECANATI WINERY. Recanati is an “arti-
san” winery created by Lenny Recanati to
fulfill his lifelong dream of bonding the
land of Israel with his passion for fine wine.
Today, the Recanati Winery (recanati-win-
e r y.com) is the sixth-largest winery in
Israel, and its wines are available world-
wide. 

GOLAN HEIGHTS W I N E RY. Ya r d e n
Wine (yardenwines.com) is named for the
Jordan River, which divides the Golan
Heights from the Upper Galilee. Since its
founding in 1983, the Golan Heights
Winery, with its leading brands Yarden,
Golan, and Gamla, has combined wine
quality, innovation, and technology and has
altered the way the wines of Israel are per-
ceived worldwide. 

—————

There is a kosher wine for every taste
and every budget! Here are some sugges -
tions for Passover 2008. Where prices are
listed, they are approximate.

Below is Robert Parker’s list of some
of Israel’s top wines and the scores he
awarded them. Please note that some of
these wine selections are considered col-
lectible and, stored properly, should
improve with age. Approximate prices for
most can be found on kosherwine.com.

2003 Yatir Winery Yatir Forest (93)
2005 Golan Heights Wi n e r y
Gewurztraminer Heights Wine Yarden (93)
2006 Tzora Vineyards or Dessert Wine (92)
2004 Domaine du Castel Grand Vin (92)
2005 Domaine du Castel ‘C’ Blanc du
Castel (91)
2003 Golan Heights Winery Katzrin Yarden
(91)
2003 Galil Mountain Yiron (90)
2003 Yatir Winery Cabernet Merlot Shiraz
(90)
2004 Carmel Winery Limited Edition (90)
2005 Domaine du Castel Petit Castel (90)
2005 Carmel Winery Gewurztraminer
Sha’al Vineyard (90)

For Parker’s complete list, visit
w w w. k a s h r u t n e w s . c o m / 2 0 0 8 / 0 1 / i s r a e l s -
wine-industry-gets.html.

——

Here are some additional great selec-
tions, all priced at about $30 and under.
Descriptions are taken from local tasters’
opinions and importers’ websites, wine
makers, and internet critics. These wines
are perfect for drinking now—or become a
collector, and store them properly for future
enjoyment. (For tips on proper wine stor-
age, visit wisegeek.com and search for
“store wine.”)

• Yarden Blanc de Blancs 2000 is made
entirely from Chardonnay grapes and is a
semi-sweet, sparkling white wine, with a
fruity, “champagne-like, refreshing taste.” 
• Yarden Merlot 2003 is a full-bodied red
that pairs well with meats. 
• Yarden Galilee Cabernet Sauvignon 2004
is a bold red that goes well with full-fla-
vored foods 
• Recanati Chardonnay 2006 is a delicate,
f r u i t y, smooth, crisp white. (My own
“panel” of wine tasters truly enjoyed this
light, medium-bodied white.) 
• Recanati 2005 Petit Syrah Zinfandel is
barrel aged for eight months and is a fra-
grant, full-bodied, dark garnet wine that
goes well with hearty dishes.

——

And don’t “Passover” these great selections

under $15:
• Bartenura Moscato d’ Asti. According to
local retailers, this semi-sweet white
(known for its blue bottle) is Atlanta’s most
popular kosher wine. It is best served young
and well-chilled. $11
• Recanati Yasmin White 2006. $9.99—a
value! This light, refreshing, fruity “recep-
tion” wine pairs well with appetizers, poul-
try, fish, and vegetarian entrees.
• Recanati Yasmin Red 2006. $9.99—a
value! This all-occasion red blend of
Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and Shiraz is
light, fruity, and medium bodied.

——

For the best local wine selections, try
the Toco Hill Kroger, Jax on Roswell Road,
and Total Wine & More in Kennesaw.
Sam’s Club on Clairmont Road sometimes
offers kosher wine; when in stock, the price
is right! Kosherwine.com offers superb
variety and price; this informative website
provides wine ratings by experts and
novices, wine explanations, and special
buys. 

As we recount and re-live our exodus
from Egypt and fulfill our obligations to
recline to the left and drink four cups of
wine at our Seders, may we renew our com-
mitment to our rich traditions. L’Chaim!
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Don’t Passover these wines!

R o b e r t a
S c h e r

B Y

By Roberta Scher

You’ll have a matzo ball with Susie
Fishbein’s Passover by Design, the fifth in
her popular cookbook series. Published by
ArtScroll/Shaar Press, it sold over 24,000

copies in the
first two
weeks after
its release.
The book
contains 30
brand new
r e c i p e s ,
along with
140 recipes
that have
been com-

pletely reformulated, refined, and made
Passover-appropriate. 

Susie says that the book is a time-
saver, allowing the cook to avoid “shuf-
fling through several cookbooks…or
spending time calculating and substituting
k o s h e r- f o r-Passover ingredients.” A l o n g
with the contemporary, creative, triple-
tested recipes, Passover by Design
includes photographer John Uher’s exqui-
site images of table decor and food pres-
entation. 

Thai Quinoa
Adapted from Kosher by Design by Susie
Fishbein

1 1/3 cups quinoa* 
3 cups water
1 jalapeno pepper
6 basil leaves, finely chopped
3 sprigs cilantro, torn (discard stems)
1/3 cup minced red onion
1/2 cup firm mango, diced into 1/8 inch
pieces
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
3/4 teaspoon fine sea salt
1 tablespoon plus 1 teaspoon lime juice

Rinse quinoa thoroughly in fine mesh
strainer. Drain, and put in medium pot
with water. Bring to boil, then simmer
gently until the water is absorbed or
berries turn translucent and outer layer
pops off. 

In a medium bowl, combine all other
ingredients. Add drained quinoa, toss.
Adjust salt as needed. Serve warm or at
room temperature.

* Quinoa is a berry that tastes like a grain.
To learn more about it, visit quinoa.com.

How is Passover by Design different
from all other cookbooks?



By Neil Cooper

Carefully zip up the right, then left side
of the leather chaps. Leave the top of the
leather jacket slightly opened. Situate yar-
mulke on your head and place helmet on
top. You are now ready to ride the open
road and feel the wind in your face. 

This is probably not the scene envi-
sioned when our forefathers were wrapping
their leather straps and tefillin around their
arms and heads. Yes, Mom, much to your
dismay, there are Jewish motorcyclists. 

In 2000, Mark Olstein, his father, and
several other motorcyclists envisioned find-
ing and organizing other Atlanta Jewish
motorcyclists who were riding around town
unaffiliated. What started as a group of six

motorcyclists has grown into a group of 50
members, both female and male. 

The group is officially named the Sabra
Riders of Atlanta. The group is open to any-
one, male or female, of any Jewish denom-
ination, who owns a motorcycle. All brands
of bikes are accepted. 

On any given Sunday morning, you
will see the group riding around the state,
perhaps appearing menacing, but with
mezuzahs on their tanks. Sometimes, tzitzi
have been seen flying from under the
leather. When the group rides, there is, of
course, the obligatory breakfast, followed
by a mid-morning snack and an early lunch-
eon buffet stop—but, rest assured, some
riding does occur between meals.
Additional bathroom stops are discouraged
but unavoidable after all the Dr. Brown’s
soda and coffee. Some Sundays are all-day
rides to the North Georgia mountains and
beyond, while others are shorter morning
rides designed for family and sidecar pas-
sengers. 

The Sabra Riders motorcycle club
belongs to the Jewish Motorcyclists
Alliance (JMA), the umbrella organization
for the growing number of Jewish motorcy-
cle clubs. The JMA, a four-year-old volun-
t e e r-run organization, now has over 22
member clubs around the world, from Israel
to Australia and from Miami to Seattle. You

may recognize some of their names: the
Chais of Texas; Hillel’s Angels from New
Jersey; Yidden on Wheels, Toronto; and
King David Bikers from Miami, to name a
few. Visit www.jewishbikers.com to learn
more. 

—————

The JMA sponsors the annual Ride To
Remember (R2R). In the past, Sabra Riders
have made runs to Washington, D.C.;
Whitwell, Tennessee; and New York City to
support the JMA and R2R events. It is an
amazing sight; hundreds of roaring motor-
cycles, all Jewish riders, gathering for fun
and Tikun Olam. A loud and exciting visual
statement is made when the group rides into
town. 

2007 Ride to Remember, pa r a d e
down 5th Avenue, New York

The 2008 Ride To Remember will take
place in Omaha, Nebraska, May 22-24. The
event will honor the National Holocaust
Endowment Fund (NHEF) and its founders,
Sam and Frances Fried. The mission of the
NHEF is to fund Holocaust education pro-
grams at Midwestern colleges and universi-
ties. The goal is to teach today’s youth to
protect the defining doctrine of America,
where men and women of all races and reli-
gions are treated equally. Founder Sam
Fried, a survivor, says about his past, “If
Auschwitz-Birkenau and the Holocaust
teach us anything, they teach us that people
of goodwill must face unpleasant truths and
stand against anti-Semitism and other
forms of virulent racism and bigotry, wher-
ever they appear.” 

Israeli Day Parade

It will take two days for participants to
complete the thousand-mile ride from
Atlanta to Omaha. Once there, riders will
enjoy three days of events in and around the
city, including festive kosher meals, rides to
sites of cultural and historic interest, and,
for observant riders, services. A special
Torah, covered and mounted on the Harley
Davidson of Rabbi Zachery Betesh of
Miami, will be brought in for the event.
Some riders from afar will fly to Omaha
and rent a motorcycle from a local shop. 

Rabbi Betesh, spiritual leader and
motorcyclist (left)

The Sabra Riders invite potential and
current riders to join the group any time.
Visit www.sabrariders.com for information.
Anyone who rides a motorcycle, whether a
member of Sabra Riders or not, is strongly
encouraged to ride to Omaha in May. For
information on the 2008 Ride to
Remember, visit www.ride2remember.com.
Non-riders can also make contributions at
this site.

And remember, the next time you
come upon a leather-clad Harley rider on
the open road, it might just be your rabbi.
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For Jewish motorcyclists, hogs are definitely kosher

Atlanta Sabra Riders Andy Shapira,
John Broda and Neil Cooper

Religious School Teachers
Tuesday Afternoons, Saturdays and/or Sundays. Teach Jewish Holidays, Parshiyot,

and History. Responsible for lesson plans, art and craft projects and family education
activities. Bring your dynamic personality to the classroom.

Shabbat Programming Assistants
10:30-11:30am Saturdays, Assistance needed to prepareand teach 

services and programs for children of all ages.

High Holiday Programming Assistants
Assistance needed to prepare and teach High Holiday

(Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur) Services and Activities
for children grades Pre-K through 8.



NADER PARMAN II RUN. The Marcus
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta will
host the 6th annual Nader Parman II
Memorial Run on Sunday, May 4, begin-
ning 8:00 a.m., at Shirley Blumenthal Park,
2509 Post Oak Tritt Road, Marietta. In
addition to the 5K road race, one-mile
youth run, and 50-yard tot trot, new this
year is a 10K road race.

Imagine your child innocently playing
catch in the front yard when he is suddenly
hit in the chest with the ball. He falls down,
but instead of jumping up and continuing to
play, he stops breathing, goes into sudden
cardiac arrest, and dies. 

In May 2002, Sherri and Nader Parman
experienced this nightmare. It was soon
determined that their seven-year-old son,
Nader Parman II, died of commotio cordis,
a rare cardiac injury that occurs from a low-
impact blow to the chest, directly over the
heart and in between heartbeats.

The Nader Parman II Memorial Run
not only honors the memory of a young
boy, but also educates the public about sud-
den cardiac arrest, cardiopulmonary resus-
citation (CPR), and the critical role portable
automatic external defibrillators (AEDs)
play in saving lives. In addition, families
will enjoy food, music, and entertainment.

All proceeds from the run go to the

Nader Parman II Fund to support sudden
cardiac arrest education and prevention pro-
grams, as well as to provide camp scholar-
ships in Nader’s name. Funds make it pos-
sible to offer free CPR and AED classes
throughout the Atlanta area; over 1,000 par-
ents, coaches, teachers, and school adminis-
trators have attended classes or presenta-
tions at the MJCCA, schools, synagogues,
churches, baseball and soccer coach meet-
ings, homeowners’ association meetings,
and businesses. 

Registration is $20 for adults ($25 after
April 25) and $10 for children under 16
($15 after April 25). The Phantom Runner
fee is $25.

Parking and shuttle service are avail-
able at Mountain View Elementary School,
3448 Sandy Plains Road, Marietta, begin-
ning at 6:45 a.m. There is no parking at
Shirley Blumenthal Park.

Register at www.active.com (type in
keyword “nader”), or download a registra-
tion form at www.atlantajcc.org. For more
information, call Marcia at 678-812-3985.

YOUR JEWISH TOWN. Following the
extremely successful “Your Jewish Home,”
the Sophie Hirsh Srochi Jewish Discovery
Museum will open a new exhibition, “Your
Jewish Town,” on Sunday, April 6.

“Your Jewish Town” will whisk chil-
dren back in time to the days of their grand-
parents and great-grandparents. In this
exhibition, a child will be able to explore
the bustling town square, become a tailor,
stop at the neighborhood grocer, browse at
the general store, or have a “nosh” at the
delicatessen. This exhibition was co-
designed by Museum Director Cyndi Sterne
and Jon Williamson and will run through
December 26.

As always in an old-fashioned Jewish
town, the center of this town is the syna-
gogue. Sterne explains, “Here, in a child-
sized synagogue, children can experience
the same traditions as their ancestors did
many years ago.” Each interactive display

has detailed explanations of its relationship
to Jewish thought, holidays, or customs.

The Sophie Hirsh Srochi Jewish
Discovery Museum, designed for children
under the age of 12, is a hands-on venue
where Jewish values, traditions, holidays,
and heritage are taught through dramatic
play and experiential interactions. 

Additionally, the museum invites chil-
dren and their families from across the
community to enjoy Sunday Family
Fundays. Families will delight in tradition-
al stories and songs, while making crafts
related to Jewish holidays and customs.
Upcoming programs include two events on
April 13: Prepare for Passover (ideal for
children ages 3-5 years), 10:00 a.m.-12:00
noon, and a Chocolate Seder (ideal for chil-
dren ages 5-8 years), 1:00-3:00 p.m.

The museum is located at MJCCA
Zaban Park. Hours are Tu e s d a y,
Wednesday, and Thursday, 10:00 a.m.-5:30
p.m.; Friday, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.; and
Sunday, 10:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Admission is
$3 per child for non-members and free for
members.

For more information, contact Cyndi
Sterne at 770-395-2511 or
c y n d i . s t e r n e @ a t l a n t a j c c . o rg, or visit
www.atlantajcc.org.

PROGRAMS T H AT PARENTS LOVE.
The MJCCA, in partnership with the Jewish
Federation of Greater Atlanta (JFGA), has 

See MJCCA News, page 32
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Johns Creek / Duluth - 770-814-0656
North Druid Hills - 404-633-2633
Sandy Springs - 404-255-9263

Present this coupon for a free cotton chefs hat
when you book your child's birthday party

Expires - 08/31/08

MJCCA NEWS

The Schepps Family: Lisa
Schaeffer, Mitzi, Zachary, Ed, and
Noah at the 2006 Nader Parman II
Memorial Run (Photo: Marcus
Jewish Community Center of
Atlanta)

Buckhead
Buckhead Crossing • 2625 Piedmont Road

(moved across Sydney Marcus)
404-262-1966

Kennesaw
Town Center • 2700 Town Center Drive

770-955-1966

Norcross
5192 Brook-Hollow Parkway

770-447-1577

Serving Atlanta since 1912

www.benniesshoes.com

Happy Passover
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We Make
Desserts for

Atlanta’s Finest
Restaurants

Let Us
Make Yours

Rated #1 by 
AOL City Guide 2006

404-373-8752

Kosher Style
Gourmet Desserts

Whole or By The Slice
Vegan/Parve Desserts

Lunch
Wedding Cakes
Birthday Cakes

Wholesale
Corporate Lunch 

Catering

(From the DeKalb Farmers Market, go straight out of the driveway,
cross Ponce, turn right on Rio Circle, look for the signs)

southernsweets.com

M-F 9 - 6
Saturday 11 - 5

186 Rio Circle • Decatur

launched three new programs, L’Mazeltov,
Shalom Baby, and the PJ Library, for par-
ents who want to experience the joys of
p r e g n a n c y, childbirth, and parenthood
Jewishly.

L’Mazeltov offers expectant Jewish
parents the opportunity to participate in tra-
ditional childbirth classes with a Jewish
twist. Led by rabbis and professional
Jewish educators, as well as nurses from
Northside Hospital’s MothersFirst, these
classes integrate Jewish ritual and tradition
with medical instruction and information.
The next two-day session is June 1, 9:00
a.m.-6:00 p.m. (lunch provided), and June
8, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., and takes place at
Zaban Park. The fee is $120 per couple.

Shalom Baby welcomes newborns to
the Jewish community with hand-delivered
gift bags filled with Jewish-themed gifts,
information on community resources, spe-
cial offers, discounts, coupons, and more.
To register, visit atlantajcc.org; please wait
until after the baby is born to register. The
program is also looking for personable vol-
unteers to deliver the gift bags.

The PJ Library program sends compli-
mentary Jewish-content children’s books
and CDs on a monthly basis to families
with children through age seven. Each
book comes with additional resource mate-
rial. The selections cover a wide array of

themes related to Jewish holidays, folk-
tales, and Jewish family life. In addition, PJ
Library educator Julienne Marks travels
across metro Atlanta staging events for
families who subscribe to the program. To
register, visit shalomatlanta.org/pjlibrary.

For more information about Shalom
Baby or L’ M a z e l t o v, contact Jessica
Dickson at 678-812-4173 or Jessica.dick-
son@atlantajcc.org, or visit atlantajcc.org.
For more information about the PJ Library,
contact Julienne Marks at 678-812-4174 or
j u l i e n n e . m a r k s @ a t l a n t a j c c . o rg, or visit
shalomatlanta.org/pjlibrary.

The MJCCA gymnastic team, the
Aerials, visited William Breman
Jewish Home residents on February
23. Pictured, from left to right: Ali
Shutzberg, Eva Bookman, and
Shelly Caplan (Photo: Marcus
Jewish Community Center of
Atlanta)

From page 31
MJCCA News
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You know that old saying, “If winter is
here, can spring be far behind?”

Well, it is winter now, so I keep think-
ing of the new season and long for it. I am
not trying to rush the time away—the cold
days are invigorating, but this is just not my
favorite time of year. I prefer spring, even if
we do have to deal with income taxes. 

And there is Passover—a holiday I
really appreciate, especially this year, since
I will be spending it with a niece and her
adorable little ones. But this holiday
appeals to me most because it is about free-
dom—and not just freedom from tyranny. It
also represents the ability to free yourself
from ties that bind and have the courage to
do things that can make you a happier per-
son. 

In the context of this particular discus-
sion, this may sound silly, but you know
what I want to do? I want to learn to tap

dance. Several years ago, there was a young
temp at my office who could really tap
dance, and she taught me some steps. For
some reason, that is a hidden desire of
mine, so don’t tell anyone.

And this spring, I will be finished with
some old dental work that has lasted
awhile, and I hope to have shed some stub-
born pounds. There is an old song, “It
Might as Well be Spring,” that is about feel-
ing so good. I find it comforting to think
that if you have a wonderful spring in your
heart—well, whatever the season, it jus’
don’ matter.

Do the seasons really matter?

M a r i c e
K a t z

B Y



People of the Book
By Geraldine Brooks
Penguin USA
$25.95

As an editorial policy of The Jewish
Georgian, we give broad latitude to our writ -
ers to choose subject matter for their articles
rather than handing out assignments. It is and
has been our opinion that this format gener -
ates a more personal presentation of a narra -
tive; an account which is more likely to proj -
ect the inner feeling of the writer.

As it happens, for this issue we received
two book reviews from our staff on the same
novel, People of the Book. While it may be a
little unusual, after reviewing the story line of
the book and reading both of the reviews,
which do a wonderful job of summarizing an
amazing story, we decided to present both of
them to you.

Read what Evie Wolf has to say, and read
what Carolyn Gold and her daughter, Susan
Kahn, have to say, and I think you will appre -
ciate why we made our decision.

— Marvin Botnick

—————-

New novel reveals fas-
cinating history
By Evie Wolfe

Novels based on history are not unique,
but People of the Book is surely an outstand-

ing one. Author
G e r a l d i n e
Brooks, Pulitzer
Prize-winner for
M a rc h, com-
bines a fascinat-
ing true story of
a Haggadah
missing for
nearly six cen-
turies with a
fabulous tale of
m y s t e r i o u s
events that
occurred along
the way.

Brooks, herself an Australian, puts Hanna
Heath, a book conservator from Sydney, at the
helm in unraveling the Haggadah’s long jour-
ney from 15th-century Spain to 20th-century
Sarajevo, Bosnia. Hanna’s work begins with
an exciting U.N. assignment to inspect the
book and prove its authenticity. Hanna begins
this job in Sarajevo in 1996, when the book
first comes out of hiding.

As a Jewish prayer book in a Muslim

environment, why is this small artifact so
important? The explanation is simple. In
1480, when the Haggadah was apparently
written in Seville, Spain, illustrations were
forbidden in Jewish writing for religious rea-
sons. But this book appeared with brilliantly
illuminated drawings. For this reason, it
became very interesting to librarians and
museum curators, who struggled through the
years to prevent its disappearance or destruc-
tion.

What makes People of the Book such a
reading experience is the imagination and cre-
ativity of its author. On a number of occa-
sions, Brooks’ storytelling is a bit stretched,
but most readers will forgive her and go on to
the next episode. From Seville, to Venice,
Vienna, and finally Sarajevo, new characters
and events continue to appear as Hanna
explores the Haggadah’s journey through time
and space. While she searches, Hanna
embarks on a life of her own, finding new
friends and a possible romance.

Most readers pay little attention to a
book’s binding, but as a conservator, Hanna
uses an insect-wing fragment, stains, salt crys-
tals, and a white hair as clues to the book’s
history and its incredible travels over the cen-
turies. These incredible markings, visible only
through the use of modern technology, help
identify the people who kept the book safe.
Their stories are uplifting and moving as well.

Jewish readers may be surprised to find
that the book is saved at least twice by
Muslims and once by a Catholic priest. Other
examples of friendship include Jewish sur-
vivors of the Spanish Inquisition and the
Yugoslavian debacle of the 1990s being
helped by Muslim strangers as well as neigh-
bors. Some book reviewers see Brooks’ depic-
tion of the Haggadah bringing together
Muslims, Jews, and Christians as timely and
hopeful. Whether true or not, the book, only
recently published, has created quite a stir and
is near the top of many bestseller lists.

—————

Mother-daughter review of
People of the Book
By Carolyn Gold and Susan Kahn

Unlike Geraldine Brooks’ fictional moth -
e r - d a u g h t e r
pair, the two of
us are a lot
alike! In fact,
without saying
anything about
it to the other,
we each wan -
d e red into a
b o o k s t o re and
picked up this
novel. Here’s a
tag-team review.

Geraldine Brooks

Carolyn: People of the Book is a Jewish mys-
tery not unlike The DaVinci Code. The story is
about a very modern woman, Hanna Heath, a
rare book expert, who takes on the conserva-
tion of an illustrated 15th-century Hebrew
Haggadah. 

Susan: If only the history textbooks I had to
read in school had been this fascinating! 

Carolyn: While the main character, Hanna,
examines the precious manuscript, Geraldine
Brooks weaves an historical novel from the
microscopic items found in the book’s bind-
ing: a fragment of an insect wing, wine stains,
salt crystals, a white hair.

Susan: In People of the Book, Geraldine
Brooks once again demonstrates her amazing
ability to bring historical periods vividly to
life. She creates wonderful characters whose
stories one gets lost in and whose eventual
disappearance from the novel I lamented as
she closes out chapters on various time peri-
ods. 

Carolyn: Each period of this Jewish history
comes alive with the wonderfully drawn char-
acters involved in creating and saving the
beautiful Haggadah. 

Susan: Brooks begins the novel in 1996 with
the rare-book expert’s examination of the
Sarajevo Haggadah, a very real 500-year-old
treasure. As Hanna discovers artifacts in the
Haggadah, Brooks transports the reader back
in time to World War II, late 19th-century
Vienna, Venice in the early 1600s, and even-
tually Spain in the 1400s. 

Carolyn: The reader experiences the horrors
of the Spanish Inquisition. We learn who did
the illuminations in 1480 and why, and how
Hanna discovers the true artist. The stories
reveal how the manuscript traveled from
country to country, how it was saved from the
Inquisition’s book burnings, how it was hid-
den from the Nazis, and how it wound up in
the Sarajevo museum. Each period is brought
to life by Brooks’ imagined people, their lives,
and their involvement in saving the
Haggadah. 

Susan: As we work our way back to the
Haggadah’s creation, we also unearth infor-
mation about Hanna’s life—in particular, her
father, whom Hanna has not only grown up
without, but about whom she knows absolute-
ly nothing. 

Carolyn: Hanna suffers disappointment in her
Sarajevo preservation work, but finally tri-
umphs as more modern mysteries are solved. 

This is a fascinating book. As in her
previous novels, Pulitzer Prize-winning
author Geraldine Brooks again proves herself
a master at making history come alive.

Susan: Like her Year of Wonders and March,
Brooks’ People of the Book is a captivating
and memorable novel. 
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A fictionalized story of a real Haggadah generates much interest
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HURRY!
All orders must be placed no later than 5:00 p.m. Sunday, April 13th

All orders must be picked up no later than 12:00 noon on Saturday, April 19th
You can place your order by calling 404-843-8002.

Passover 2008
A La Carte’

Matzoh Ball Soup (1 Ball, 6 oz. Broth) 3.50 ea.
Matzoh Balls Only 2.50 ea.
Chopped Chicken Liver 10.95  lb.
Brisket of Beef 16.00  lb.
Roasted Chicken (Cut into quarters) 10.00 ea.

Sides
Charoset, Fresh String Beans, Broccoli Casserole, 

Savory Matzoh Kugel, Potato Kugel, Roasted Veggie Medley 
Small (1 1/2 lbs. - Serves 3-4) 8.00
Medium (2 1/2 lbs. - Serves 6-8) 16.00
Large (4 lbs. - Serves 10-12) 25.00
X-Large (6 1/2 lbs. - Serves 18-22) 43.00

Desserts
Vanilla, Kahlua or Lemon Cheesecake (10” - Serves 12-16) 26.00
Chocolate Ganache Tart (10” - Serves 10-12) 26.00

All Items Will Be Cooked And Chilled



In early 1949, Congregation Shearith
Israel purchased land on University Drive
in Northeast Atlanta. The synagogue was
the first in DeKalb County. The large tract
was originally intended to be the campus of
Lanier University (hence the street’s name),
but it never materialized. 

The only existing structure was a
columned building that Shearith Israel used
for ten years as its sanctuary and Hebrew

school. It remains today as the Zimmerman
Educational Building. The great irony is
that before belonging to Shearith Israel, it

served as headquarters for the Georgia Ku
Klux Klan. 

The congregation continued to use its
Washington Street building through 1956.
Ground was broken for the new University
Drive synagogue, built on adjacent land, in
1957.

The new synagogue, a modern struc-
ture with seating for 600 worshipers, fea-
tures colorful woods and stone and beauti-

ful stained-glass windows in the sanctuary.
Through the years, additions have been
made, but the building remains very much
as it was at its dedication on September 7,
1958. At that event, past presidents carried
the Torahs from the old building to the new,
under a chupa, and the current Shearith
Israel was born.

Now, with the 50th anniversary of the
b u i l d i n g ’s completion approaching, the
congregation is celebrating with a special
50th Anniversary @ University, on Sunday,
April 13. The event will be a ‘50s-style sock
hop with a disc jockey playing music of the
era, jitterbug lessons, photographs and
slides from the past five decades, and more.
Guests are requested to dress in ‘50s garb.
Appetites will be satiated with an old-fash-
ioned chicken dinner, complete with apple
pie.

Committee members Lauren
Feinberg, Syd Ziff, and Frieda Socol
check out a ‘50s outfit for the sock
hop.

Howie Slomka and Committee
Chairman Jeff Sklar go over plans
for the 50th Anniversary @
University celebration.

The celebration will be accompanied
by an ad journal listing congregational sim-
chas, birthdays, anniversaries, and more. It
will feature a pictorial history of past syna-
gogue events, as well as information on the
eight rabbis who have served in the building
and the 22 men and women who have been
congregational presidents.

Invitations are extended to all current 

See  SOCK HOP, page 39
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L e o n
S o c o l

B Y

Sock hop takes us “back to the future” 
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We met by accident…a tattered tallit
and I. On a Shabbat morning, I was late as
usual. I hastily approached the tallit rack,
preparing to make a selection from the row
of neatly stacked prayer shawls. Then I
spotted a crumpled tallit on the floor. I
picked it up and noticed it was an old
prayer shawl of modest width; it appeared
to be well worn.

Instead of selecting one of the beauti-
ful flowing tallits that our congregation
supplies for the congregants, I was drawn
to the discarded tallit instead. After kissing
the tallit inscription, I swung the prayer
shawl over my shoulders and felt the cool-
ness of the rayon on the back of my neck.

It made me
think of our lit-
tle shul back in
West Texas. It
was always
blazing hot dur-
ing the High
Holidays and
the feeling of
this cool tallit
reminded me of
the ones I wore
back there. I
wondered how
old the prayer
shawl was and
when someone
last saw fit to
wear it into our
beautiful sanctu-
ary.

If the tallit
were an animate
being, could it
feel the bewil-
derment I often
felt when I
attended servic-
es and struggled with the Hebrew chanti-
ng? My upbringing included only a sparse
Hebrew language education. Perhaps this
tallit had been worn by learned Hebrew
scholars in the past and had been honored
with aliyahs on the bimah. Perhaps the
wearer lovingly carried our sacred Torah
around the aisles of the sanctuary so people
could caress it, and the tallit actually
touched the Torah. 

Those must have been grand days for
my little tallit, I thought. Now it had fallen
from care and was adorning the shoulders
of a simple and poorly educated Jew. What
a comedown it must have been, but some-
how I felt that the tallit had compassion for
me. It draped my shoulders lovingly, and I
felt peaceful and without guilt because of
my ineptness. The service took on a new
meaning for me. I could feel the deep emo-
tion of the prayers, and I followed the
chanting and reading more readily.

Could the little tallit have some kind of
wonderful power to unlock my religious
inhibitions and lead me into participation
with the rest of the congregation? I didn’t

know, but I did know I had never felt more
confident and at peace in the sanctuary
before.

After the service, I returned the tallit to
the rack in the hall. As I folded it, I noticed
a large circular patch of cloth had been
sewn on the back to cover a hole. I con-
cluded this must truly be a “holey” tallit,

but should I
have worn it
during services? 
When I saw my
rabbi, I asked
him about the
repaired tallit.
He said it could
be worn even
though it was
repaired, but
asked about the
fringes (tztziot)
on the tallit.
Were they in
good condition
and properly
tied? He
explained the
purpose of the
tallit is to bear
the fringes as
commanded by
God. T h e r e f o r e
the tztziot are
more important
than the tallit
itself. 
I recalled that

the tztziot at the four corners of a tallit are
knotted using a complex procedure with
numerological significance. Then I began
to wonder about the origins of the tallit and
found I could learn from reading English
translations of the Torah and doing a
Google search.

I learned that God commanded Moses
to tell the children of Israel to affix the
fringes to the corners of their garments so
that they could look upon them and remem-
ber all the Lord’s commandments. Perhaps
that practice led to today’s habit of tying a
string around a finger to remember some-
thing important. 

Although the tallit was originally worn
only by rabbis, scholars, and other distin-
guished men, today, every Jewish male past
the age of 13 has the privilege and obliga-
tion to wear a tallit during prayer.

I feel my tattered tallit and I share a
humbleness and love of the Almighty. My
tallit is no longer left on the shul’s tallit
rack, lest someone discard it. Instead, it
goes home with me after every service. 

The tale of the tattered tallit
L e o n

S o c o l
B Y

Author’s “holey” tallit (note patched hole in
the center)
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and past CSI members, as well as the pub-
lic. Cost for the program and dinner is $50
per person. For information, reservations,
ad journal participation, or to contribute
photos of simchas held in the building over
the years, contact the synagogue office at
404-874-1743 or
SIoffice@ShearithIsrael.com.

Chairman of the sock hop celebration
is Jeff Sklar, who has been working with
committee members Howie Slomka, Anita

Eidex, Rona Seidel, Syd Ziff, Gillian
Gansler, Frieda Socol, Sheila Rotter, Sara
Duke, Barry Fuchs, Jay Zandman, Marcia
Jacobs, Jerry Rothenberg, Judy Sherman,
Lauren Feinberg, and Philip Newman.

The event will provide the public with
a history of a pioneer congregation and its
contributions to the Atlanta community. It
will also offer synagogue members who
were not a part of those earlier years a
chance to learn more about CSI and the
people who made possible one of today’s
outstanding conservative synagogues.

From page 36
Sock Hop

When Sandy Berman told me several
years ago that she was creating a Leo Frank
exhibition for The Breman Museum, I
cheered. It was high time for us old
Atlantans to get over our fears, high time to
wake up and see that in the new Atlanta we
are a vestigial minority, none of whom is
likely to remember the tragedy firsthand,
even if he or she is old enough to have been
alive when it happened.

So why does the trauma still plague us?
Why wasn’t it finally purged fifty years ago
by the outpouring of support with which
our Christian neighbors overwhelmed us
when The Temple was bombed? Why do
my contemporaries still cringe at the
thought that people will talk about it?

Much as we would like to believe, as
our slogan declares, that our hometown was
always “the city too busy to hate,” don’t our
children and our new neighbors deserve to
know A t l a n t a ’s history, warts and all?
Almost a century later, isn’t it time to say,
“Yes, poverty, ignorance, and demagoguery
did prevail here once, and we won’t let that
happen again”?

I find it especially appropriate that the
Leo Frank exhibition opens in the year
marking the fiftieth anniversary of The
Temple bombing. In my mind, there has
always been a strong connection between
them, similarities that go beneath the pack-
aging of bigotry and criminality, contrasts
that call attention to the possibilities for
good inherent in all people.

Not the least of those contrasts was that
of chauvinism, a significant factor in the
aftermath of both incidents. In the Frank
case, horror was turned to mass hatred by
the thought that moneyed Northerners
could prevail over justice as decreed by
wronged Southerners. In response to the
bombing, on the other hand, Atlantans were
indignant that such a thing could be done
“to a church in our city!” Never mind that
the “church” was a synagogue. Pride pre-
vailed over prejudice, and people were
moved to action against the core cause of
the crime rather than to vengeance on the
presumed perpetrators.

In neither case did the legal system
work to the satisfaction of the victims, but
there again the contrast is significant.
Unlike the Frank case, nothing illegal or
dishonest was ever implied against police,
court officials, or attorneys for the accused.
That is not to say that those of us who were
called to the witness stand did not perceive
disreputable behavior on the part of some
and incompetence on the part of others.
Certainly, we were disappointed that the
defendant, George Bright, went free. But in
sharp contrast to emotions suffered by
Jewish Atlantans in 1915, we were not
made afraid by the verdict, nor did we sus-
pect that we were surrounded by anti-
Semites. On the contrary, the vast majority
of our Christian neighbors made it abun-
dantly clear that they shared our feelings of
disgust and frustration.

As I ponder these differences, I am
reminded of two personal experiences relat-

ed to me years ago by friends who were
a ffected by the Frank case. The late
Rebecca (Reb) Mathis Gershon recalled
that, on the night in 1915 when Governor
John Slaton was expected to commute
Frank’s sentence from death to life impris-
onment, she was a teenager living in
Chattanooga, visiting her aunt and uncle in
Atlanta, and had gone to the movies with
her boyfriend, Harry Gershon, whom she
later married. In the middle of the show, her
uncle came down the aisle with a flashlight,
looking for them. Finding them, he whisked
them out of the theater and took them home
because, he said, people expected violence,
and it was no night for Jewish kids to be
downtown alone.

The late Joe Heyman, who lived near
where Colony Square is today and was
somewhat younger than Reb, told me that
he was so frightened when he heard the
mob coming out Peachtree toward the
Slaton home in Buckhead, presumably to
lynch the governor, that he hid in the dog-
house until the danger had passed. He said
that it sounded like a hurricane, only slow-
er and more ominous.

Both the Frank case and The Temple
bombing involved the congregation’s rabbi
and his family and is for me another simi-
larity remembered in sharp contrast. To my
knowledge, Rabbi David Marx did not
record anecdotes about his experiences in
connection with the Frank case, and, if he
did, they would certainly not be expected to
evoke humor. The opposite was true of
Rabbi Jacob Rothschild. Not only did he
revel in recounting funny absurdities that
occurred in the aftermath of the bombing,
but he firmly believed—as do I—that they
helped preserve his sanity during the
ordeal.

My own lingering memories of those
days are far from fearful—with a few
exceptions, of course, notably the night
after the early morning bombing, when a
telephone caller told me that our house was
about to be blown up. The Atlanta police,
the FBI, and a few hours sleep took the
scare out of that. The next morning and dur-
ing the weeks that followed, both the rabbi
and I stayed too busy to look back. But not
too busy to laugh, and anyone who remem-
bers the rabbi’s sense of humor will con-
firm that statement.

My favorite story is about the reporter
from a Long Island newspaper who awak-
ened us around four in the morning after the
bombing. I answered and, hoping to get rid
of the call without unduly disturbing my
husband, I whispered that the rabbi was
asleep. The caller persisted, explaining that
he had an early deadline. I persisted, 

See FRANK, page 40

Janice Rothschild
B l u m b e r g

B Y

The Frank case and The Temple bombing



Ted Blum, managing shareholder of
Greenberg Traurig’s Atlanta office and chair
of the Atlanta Corporate practice, will serve as
honorary chair of a fundraiser for the 3rd
Annual Friendship Games basketball tourna-
ment. The Friendship Games, which bring
together students from many different coun-
tries and faiths, will take place in Tel-Aviv in
late May.

The fundraiser, which includes a silent
auction, will be held at the Jewish Federation
of Greater Atlanta auditorium, May 20, 6:30-
9:00 p.m. Tickets are $100. Radio and televi-

sion personality Jimmy Barron will emcee.
The Friendship Games were conceived in

2006 by Atlanta Hawks co-owner Ed
Peskowitz after he met with Arie Rosenzweig,
athletic director of Tel Aviv University. Their
goal was to use the game of basketball to
unify countries on a grassroots, person-to-per-
son level. 

Thirty college teams from 18 countries
will compete in a round-robin tournament.
Each team will play at least five games.

Israel competes against Jordan during
the 2nd Annual Friendship Games.
Israel won the game 57-36.

“We are excited to be a part of such a
worthwhile fundraising effort,” said Blum.
“After spending time with Ed, it was clear to
me that he has an undeniable passion to bring
peace to the world, one basketball game at a
time.”

The Friendship Games give college-aged
students of different ethnic and religious back-
grounds the opportunity to come together not
only on the basketball court, but also in
friendship by touring Jerusalem, the Dead
Sea, Nazareth, Sea of Galilee, Tiberias, and
Tel Aviv-Jaffa. It costs approximately $1,300
per player and coach to cover transportation,
food, lodging, and security.

The 2nd Annual Friendship Games con-
cluded June 7, 2007, with a closing ceremony
that featured Israeli President Shimon Peres,
who presented the trophies to the winning
teams. In addition to playing basketball and
touring the country, student athletes were
afforded the opportunity to spend time with
N B A legend Spencer Haywood, A t l a n t a
Hawks assistant coach Herb Brown, Maccabi
Tel Aviv legend LaVon Mercer, and St.
Edward’s University coach Ryan Marks, who
also conducted a coaching clinic in Amman,
Jordan. This year, more clinics are being
planned for other countries in the region.

GETTING ACQUAINTED. Pictured:
(clockwise) LaVon Mercer, Israeli
President Shimon Peres, Spencer
Haywood, Herb Brown, and Ed
Peskowitz at the 2nd A n n u a l
Friendship Games last year.

“This is our attempt to help people find
common themes, hopes, and dreams, rather
than focusing on their differences,” said
Peskowitz. “You can either wring your hands
over seemingly insolvable problems or try to
make a difference.”

The 3rd Annual Friendship Games,
which are endorsed by the Peres Center for
Peace, NBA Cares, and the United Nation’s
Committee for Development, will take place
May 30 - June 6, at Tel Aviv University.
Teams scheduled to compete represent Jordan,
Israel, Russia, Germany, Croatia, Kazakhstan,
Cyprus, Ireland, China, Palestine, Estonia,
I t a l y, Nazareth, Canada, Poland, Ukraine,
Lithuania, and Serbia, among others.

The Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta
is located at 1440 Spring St. NW., in Atlanta.
For more event information, visit www.the-
friendshipgames.org.
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Carolyn & Steve Oppenheimer

ENTERPRISES, INC.
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( 770) 451- 0318

Wishing All Our Family and Friends A Happy Passover

You Like Things Done
a Certain Way.
And We Do Too.

No matter how much technology improves,
modern convenience can’t take the place of
reliable, responsive service from professionals
you trust.  

At RS Andrews, our goal is to make you comfortable – from the time your call first
comes in for plumbing, heating or cooling service all the way through the installa-
tion of a technologically-advanced, energy-efficient home comfort system.  

Call us for:  

• 24-hour service on all makes and models 
• Free estimates on tankless water heaters
• Quality home comfort systems backed by the best warranties  
• Regular maintenance on your heating and cooling equipment
• Free Energy Survey on every visit
• Great financing makes owning easy
• Same day service for our customers  

At RS Andrews, no matter how modern the conveniences become, some things
never change.  And for the last forty years, one thing you can always count on is
our commitment to our customers.  Just call 770-454-1800 today and let us know
how we can help you!  

770-454-1800
rsandrews.com

explaining that the rabbi had a very trying
day and needed his rest. That didn’t work,
either. Finally Rabbi Rothschild reached for
the telephone, identified himself, and asked
what the caller wanted to know. The first
thing he heard was, “Rabbi, was that Mrs.
Rothschild I was speaking to?”

By that time fully awake, the rabbi
replied, “If it wasn’t, do you really think I’d
tell you?”

If you watched the PBS documentary
“The Jewish Americans,” perhaps you
remember Alfred Uhry telling of his moth-
er’s response when, as a teenager, he heard
about the Frank case for the first time and
asked her if she had known about it. Her
response, as I recall his quoting it, was
exactly the same—the very same words—
that I heard from my own mother when I
asked her that question—in my case, as a

freshman in college, studying about Leo
Frank in a required course called
“Contemporary Georgia.” Our mothers
said, “Of course, darling. You know Miss
Lucille.”

Of course, Alfred and I did know “Miss
Lucille.” We had known her from as far
back as either of us could remember, but we
never thought to ask if she ever had a hus-
band. In those days, children perceived
nothing unusual about widowhood at her
age, and in all the gossip that we overheard
from grown-ups, there was never a word
about Miss Lucille.

While these memories that combine
horror with merrymaking are more appro-
priate to Purim than to Pesach, the exhibi-
tion at The Breman carries for my genera-
tion of native Atlantans a message that is
truly connected to Pesach. What could be
more liberating than to be freed from a trau-
ma that has enslaved our community for the
past 95 years?

Hag sameach, you all. Happy Passover.

From page 39
Frank

Greenberg Traurig to host Friendship Games fundraiser
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By Erin O’Shinskey

A M I T FUNDRAISER. The A m i t
Program’s 7th annual event, “Music with a
Message,” a concert with Peter Yarrow, of
Peter, Paul and Mary, combined with an
online auction and live auction at the event,
raised over $196,000 for Amit programs
and services. Elaine and David Ta y l o r-
Klaus received the Jerry and Dulcy
Rosenberg Shorashim award for their phi-
lanthropy and for their voice in the disabili-
ty community, and Brad Cohen received the
Sam P. Alterman Family Foundation Etz
Chaim award for bettering the lives of those
with disabilities.

Karen Paz, Peter Yarrrow, Jonathan
Paz, Danielle Paz and Lindsey
Rosenberg

DAY SCHOOL LEADER. Jan Epstein is
the new chair of the Progressive
Association of Reform Day Schools
( PARDeS), the coordinating body for
schools in the United States, Canada, and

Israel. Epstein is
a Temple Sinai
founding mem-
ber and past
president and
Alfred and Adele
Davis A c a d e m y
c o - f o u n d e r, past
president, and
board member.
As PA R D e S
chair, she serves
on the Union for
Reform Judaism
executive board.

She is currently on the leadership team of a
national study to increase opportunities for
students to attend day schools and strength-
en ties between day-school students and
families within their congregations.

EVENING OF HONOR. The Weber School
held its annual Evening of Honor, March

16, at the InterContinental Hotel. More than
600 people attended, many dressed in fes-
tive Purim costumes, to honor Mark Cohen,
community leader and past Weber School
president, and Barbara Rosenblit, Covenant
Award recipient and Weber teacher. As in
years past, proceeds from the event support
The Weber School’s tuition assistance fund.
Over $600,000 in tuition assistance was
granted this year to Weber families with
demonstrated financial need. 

HELPING OUT. JF&CS needs volunteers
in several areas: Independent Living
Homes—pick up and deliver large donated
items on an as-needed basis; PA L
Program—mentor a Jewish child in this
“big brother/big sister” program;
Renterpieces—on Wednesdays—join a
group of women who create centerpieces
that are rented out to raise funds for JF&CS
programs; Friendly Visitor—spend time
with an elderly client at least twice a month,
visiting at the client’s home or going on out-
ings. For details on these and other opportu-
nities, contact Volunteer Coordinator
Denise Deitchman at volunteer@jfcs-
atlanta.org.

VALUES AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. Seven
11th-grade students, Rabbi Fred Greene,
and youth director Danielle Steinhart from
Temple Beth Tikvah (pictured on the steps
of the U.S. Supreme Court) recently
returned from the Bernard and A u d r e
Rapoport L’Taken Social Justice Seminar in
Washington, D.C. The intensive four-day
event focused on Jewish values and social
justice and was attended by students from
Reform synagogues from across the coun-
t r y. The students visited the offices of
Senators Saxby Chambliss and Johnny
Isakson and Representative Tom Price.
Participating students from Temple Beth
Tikvah included Skye Estroff, Molly
Blechman, Jessica Goodman, Joseph
Arogetti, Kenny Lawler, Alex Fried and
Joshua Jacobs.

Jewish Family & Career Services at
Etz Chaim recently conducted
“Retire Smart and Happy,” for indi-
viduals anticipating retirement or
newly retired. The workshop, which
explored the social and emotional
aspects of this phase of life, was
facilitated by JF&CS Director of
Clinical Services Rhoda Margolis.

MISH MASH 

Jan Epstein

Come between the hours of 
4:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday or 
4:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. on Friday & Saturday.

Order any item from Gourmet Bistro Pizzas,
Beef Tenderloin Salad, Salmon Salad,

or any other dinner item.
Get the second menu item half off.

You and Your Family Belong at

Valid from 1/15/08-2/28/08.

2458 Mt.Vernon Hwy, Atlanta, GA 30338
404-840-4980

www.java-u.com 
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By Belle Klavonsky

TECH SAVVY. The Epstein School took
home fifteen 1st-place honors and twenty-
nine top 3 placements at the 2008
Technology Fair held at The Weber School.
All 1st-place winners can compete in the
State Technology Fair. Pictured: 1st-place
winners (front, from left) Daniela Friedman
(Multimedia), Talia Katz (Internet
Application), Emily Duner (Multimedia);
(middle, from left) Alex Duner (Multimedia
and Non-Animated Graphic), Elliot
S a l z b e rg (Technology Challenge), A l e x a
Rakusin (Multimedia); (back, from left)
Olivia Sachs (Multimedia), Laura
Schneider (Digital Video Editing), Carly
Zucker (Digital Video Editing), Peter Danis
(Multimedia and Non-Animated Graphic),
and Ariana Lewis (Digital Video Editing
and Technology Challenge)

HAIL TO THE CHIEFS. Epstein boasts
three administrators who are presidents of
local organizations. Head of School Stan
Beiner is president of the Atlanta Jewish
Day School Council, Associate Head of
School Roz Cohen is president of the
Atlanta Area Association of Independent
Schools’ (AAAIS) Principal’s Group, and
Executive Assistant to Head of School
Christy Toltzis is president of A A A I S ’
Assistant To Heads Network. Pictured:
(from left) Associate Head of School Roz
Cohen, Head of School Stan Beiner, and
Executive Assistant to Head of School
Christy Toltzis

LEARNING A B O U T C I V I L R I G H T S .
Students in Terri Jacobson’s 6th-grade lan-
guage arts class at the Epstein School
worked together to examine major themes
in The Watsons Go to Birmingham, 1963 by
Christopher Paul Curtis. Their literature
study involved critical examination of the
text and characters, a paper incorporating
text quotes and analysis, a study of the Civil
Rights Movement in the U.S., and a field
trip to the Civil Rights Institute and the 16th
Street Baptist Church in Birmingham,
Alabama. Pictured: Harrison Siegel and
Lucy Rittenberg

BYE BYE BIRDIE. The Epstein Middle
School production of Bye-Bye Birdie, pro-
duced and directed by Hazel Hunt with
musical and technical direction by Dona
Wise, played to sold-out houses. The pro-
duction had two casts, a daunting proposi-
tion, but one that gave every talented and
deserving student an opportunity to partici-
pate. Pictured: Kim MacAfee (Jennifer
Geller) sings “How Lovely to be a
Woman.”

A REALLY BIG SHOW. An army of assis-

tants and parent volunteers helped make
the Epstein School’s production of Bye
Bye Birdie a success. Among them were
Assistant Musical Director Ann Suhs,
Choreographers Karen Danello and Ann
Suhs, Set Design and Construction
Engineer Marie Carter, Production Chair
Marla Rich, Sound Engineer Mark Burton,
Lighting Engineer Alan Kulbaht, and
Backstage Coordinators Rebecca
Friedman and Rachel Schwartz. Pictured:
Daniela Friedman, Sarah Jacobson, Rachel
Schwartz, and Rebecca Friedman as some
of Conrad Birdie’s swooning fans

WE LOVE YOU, CONRAD. In the Epstein
S c h o o l ’s production of Bye Bye Bird i e,
Conrad Birdie’s fans look on adoringly as
one of the boys looks on in disgust.
Pictured: Conrad (Gil Eplan-Frankel) with
(from left) Suzie (Rachel Schwartz), Karl
(Lucy Rittenberg), Alice (Rebecca
Friedman), and Margie (Gemma
Rappaport) 

HARD AT WORK. Rambam Atlanta 1st-
graders and their parents worked together to
make covers for the students’ siddurs. Top
photo: Howie Lips and his parents, Rene
and Gary. Bottom photo: Max Guyer and
his father, Jeff

BEAUTIFUL RESULTS. Rambam Atlanta
1st-graders proudly display their newly

crafted siddur covers. Top photo: Howie
Lips and Max Guyer. Bottom photo: Rina
Loubaton

100 DAYS. Students in Julie We i s e r’s
Kindergarten class at The Davis Academy
celebrated the 100th day of the 2007-2008
school year on Thursday, January 31. The
students dressed like centenarians and, in
honor of the occasion, participated in 100
activities, including making pictures and
writing letters to patients at Scottish Rite
Children’s Hospital. Pictured: (back, from
left) Spencyr Aronson, Tatum Gordon,
Harris Jacobs, Ansley Sherman; (front,
from left) Isaac Goldman and Julia Sparks

MITZVAH BALL. On Friday, February 8,
Davis Academy 1st graders hosted residents
from The William Breman Jewish Home on
the occasion of the 1st Annual Mitzvah
Ball. In addition to music, dancing, and
refreshments, the students made artful
designs on tennis balls that will be used on
the bottoms of walkers by Breman Home
residents. The event was one aspect of the
1 s t - g r a d e r s ’ yearlong relationship with
Breman Home residents. Pictured: Students
dance the hora around Sara Bloom (left)
and Betty Eisenberg. 
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C O M M U N I T Y C E L E B R ATION HON-
ORS MERRILL WYNNE. More than 400
guests turned out on Saturday, February 23,
at Temple Sinai to honor Davis Academy
supporter Merrill Wynne for his longstand-
ing involvement and dedication to T h e
Davis Academy and the greater Atlanta
community. The program included a silent
auction of beautiful student-made replicas
of Chagall windows. In all, the event raised
about $330,000. These funds will be used to
support the school’s technology program,
which includes SmartBoards in every class-
room and state-of-the-art computer labs.
Pictured: Merrill Wynne (left) with Jay
Davis 

C E L E B R ATING THE “AMERICAN
GIRL.” Inspired by the well-known dolls
and book series that celebrate American
girls throughout history—including Native
American, Civil War era, and colonial
girls—The Davis Academy Lower School
Media Center hosted an American Girl
event, March 3-4, featuring a variety of
activities. American Girl dolls were dis-
played, and students were invited to dress
up as their favorite American Girl. Pictured:
5th-grade students (from left) Elana
Spiegel, Jami Bohrer, and Bonnie Simonoff

BIG MAAC. The Davis Academy boys bas-
ketball team won the Metro Atlanta Athletic

Conference (MAAC) championship on
February 7 against St. Martins at The Davis
Academy Middle School. The boys held
strong throughout the evening. The Davis
Academy girls team also made it to the
playoffs and were defeated by just one point
by Holy Spirit with about 13 seconds
remaining. Pictured: Davis boys celebrate
with their MAAC trophy.

STAGE STRUCK. More than 200 Davis
Academy students in grades K-8 participat-
ed in six performances of the school’s
Sidney Kirschner Annual Musical
Production of the popular Disney play,
High School Musical, February 29-March
3. Students in 5th-8th grades may audition
for the leads, and any student who wishes to
participate is assured of a part, whether it’s
a leading or supporting roles. Top photo:
(from left) Leah Michalove, Jenna Perlman,
Gabi Glaser, Greg Praver, and David Martin
(Photo: Steve Pelts) Bottom photo: Rachel
Whiteman and Matthew Greene (Photo:
Steve Dinberg)

MOVING UP. The Weber School’s Girls
Varsity basketball team (pictured) finished
an historic season. Lead by Coach Shera
Looney, the team reached the GISA State
Tournament for the first time in its 10-year
history. The team placed 2nd in the GISA 1-
AAA regional tournament and finished the
year 11-11. 

L I T E R A RY LIONS. The Weber School
won runner-up in the GISA 1 - A A A
Regional Literary Competition. Weber stu-
dents won in International Extemporaneous
Speaking, Dramatic Oral Interpretation,
Humorous Oral Interpretation, Piano, and
Spelling categories. Weber students also
placed in Argumentative Essay, Personal
Narrative, U.S. Extemporaneous Speaking,
Vocal Trio, and Vocal Solo. Five teams par-
ticipated in the regionals. Pictured: Weber’s
GISA Literary Team is (back, from left)
Hyde Kilov, Bernie Manela; (middle, from
left) Jessie Ginsburg, Elena Seligson, Rosie
Arkin, Tami Karpuj, Celia Feuer, Gideon
Palte; (front, from left) Aviva Summers,
Dora Gordon, Jamie Gottlieb, and Ari Axler

WEBER SCHOOL SENIORS LEAV E
FOR ISRAEL. The Weber School commu-
nity bids L’hitraot to seniors departing on
the Senior Israel Experience trip, a three-
month program giving students a chance to
experience numerous dimensions of Israeli
society and explore the many facets of
Jewish statehood. They become familiar
with a variety of social environments,
engage in a unique style of experiential
learning, and are stimulated in their own
personal growth and development. It is an
extraordinary culmination of the students’
Jewish day school and general high school
careers. This year is unique, as Israel pre-
pares to celebrate its 60th birthday.

MATH REGIONALS. Weber School sen-
iors Jeff Davis and Hannah Goodman
excelled in the latest regional math contest.
Hannah beat out competitors from
We s t m i n s t e r, Chamblee Magnet, and
Norcross High School in the oral competi-
tion on the topic of election theory, and Jeff
had the highest score for seniors on the
written exam. Pictured: Jeff Davis holding
up his math test from the regionals

F U LTON COUNTY R E G I O N A L S C I-
ENCE FAIR. Weber School junior Maxwell
Hellmann (pictured) placed 3rd in the annu-
al Fulton County Regional Science Fair.
Maxwell’s project was in the field of cellu-
lar and molecular biology. He studied the
Smad7 molecule and its effect on immune
system response. The competition was
intense, as only the top science projects
from all Fulton County schools were
accepted.

A LIFE-CHANGING T R I P. Greenfield
Hebrew Academy 8th-graders made the trip
of a lifetime when they visited Israel in
March. They visited Tel Aviv, Kiryat Yam,
Ma’aleh Hagilbor, and more. Parents, fami-
ly members, and the GHA family followed
the students’ trip through a blog that fea-
tured hundreds of photos, videos, and daily
updates written by the young travelers. The
Israel trip is the capstone event of the 8th-
grade year. Pictured: Julia Kesler, Nadine
Paull, and an Israeli student with a sign let-
ting folks at home know the students are
thinking of them.

LOOKING INTO THE FUTURE. GHA
6th-graders Stella Maslia and Adam Brasch
were regional winners in the Exploravision
Awards for grades 4-6. The contest requires
students to research an existing technology
and envision how it will look 20 years from
now. Stella and Adam’s entry was about
how holography will be used in the class-
room. For the next phase of the competi-
tion, they will compete against other
regional winners by bringing their vision to
life through the design of a prototype and a
website.

ROCK ON. The Moody Jews, featuring
GHA Cantor Steve Hevenstone, played a
fantastic show at GHA on March 23. The
band’s family-friendly Jewish rock was a
hit with fans of all ages. The GHA Choir
and the Nick Edelstein Band opened for the
group.

See CLASSNOTES, page 44
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LEARNING THROUGH HELPING.
Twelve 7th-grade GHA students (pictured),
through their Kesher Advisory, were given
the unique opportunity to visit Atlanta’s
Marcus Institute. The students have been
learning about special needs and challenges
within the community. Part of the mitzvah
was for them to bring snacks prepared by
Pre-K students to the Marcus Institute staff,
as well as bring their smiling faces to the
children at the institute. After touring the
facility and visiting classrooms, the stu-
dents had lunch at Chai Peking and dessert
at the new Simcha Bakery in Toco Hill.

SIDDUR PRESENTATION. It was a day of
ruach and family at GHA when the 1st -
graders received their Siddurim. The stu-
dents sang and celebrated the milestone
before receiving their Siddurim in front of
family and friends. Pictured: Zachary

Greenhalgh, Aaron Taratoot, and Jake
Slutzky perform during the Siddur presen-
tation.

LEARNING TO SAVE LIVES. Torah Day
School of Atlanta has implemented CPR
classes and is in the process of gaining cer-
tification as a Heart Safe school. Two ses-
sions of CPR training have been given to

teachers and staff members, and A E D
devices have been permanently placed in
the main office and gym, funded by a dona-
tion from T D S A alumna Mrs. Malka
Rabinowitz Katzin and her husband, Josh.
Eighth-grade students were given CPR cer-
tification training utilizing chest and head
mannequins. They also received take-home
kits, so siblings and families can learn to
perform this life-saving maneuver.
Pictured: Chayim Deutsch

HEALTHY HEARTS. TDSA students in
grades K-5 participated in Jump Rope for
Heart, a nationwide project to raise aware-
ness of heart health issues and raise funds
for heart disease research and treatment.
Mrs. Theresa Burns, the coordinator of the
event, introduced students to new jumps
and tricks, and students solicited sponsor-
ships for their jump-rope challenges, raising

funds for the American Heart Association
and helping the school earn sports equip-
ment. The students helped raise close to
$2,000 for heart research, while engaging in
the best heart healthy practice—exercise.
Pictured: Ruthie Feldman (left) and Shira
Kalnitz

ESTEEMED VISITORS. During the recent
Torah Umesorah Mid-Winter Principal’s
Conference in Atlanta, delegates spent a
morning visiting TDSA, where the beauti-
ful facilities and well-spoken students
impressed them. After the conference, sev-
eral principals inquired about specific tech-
nology, teacher-made materials, and proj-
ects they observed. The group included
world renowned HaRav Shmuel
Kaminetzky, Rosh Yeshiva of Philadelphia.
Several classes went to the airport to greet
the Rosh Yeshiva and his rebbetzin as they
arrived, making a tremendous impression
on those who observed the joyous scene.
Pictured: Rabbi Eliyahu Tendler (profile)
and student Yitzchok Wiggins (right) show
a visiting principal (center) their lab and
software.

From page 43
Classnotes
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“All the staff is nurturing, compassionate 
and dedicated…”.

Nancy Mittler
Daughter of Resident

“Everyone there made me feel so at home during 
my visit with my mother.  You really helped to 

create a special memory for both of us.”
Glen Papure

Son of Resident

THE

COHEN HOME
is pleased to offer respite care
ranging from one day to three

months.  Your loved one will stay
in a beautifully furnished suite

and receive the individual
attention he or she

deserves.

It's never too
far to go for

Quality
Residential

Care

Our Home
Is Always
Open To

You
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