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Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta sends
emergency funds to rocket-battered Israeli towns
The Jewish Federation of Greater
Atlanta Board of Trustees has approved an
emergency allocation of $204,000 for communities in southern Israel battered by
Hamas rockets.
Steve Rakitt, president of the JFGA,
said today that the funds are going to the
besieged Israeli communities of Sderot and
others along the Western Negev, near the
border with Gaza.
“We assessed, firsthand, the unmet
needs on the ground in this part of Israel
and decided that these people need our
help,” Rakitt said. “The generosity of
Atlanta’s Jewish community gives us the
resources to meet these emergency and
ongoing needs over and above the amount
we have already provided.”
Funding for these programs is in addition to the $5.2 million that the Jewish
Federation of Greater Atlanta has already
sent to Israel as part of the Israel

A bomb shelter in Sderot built with
JFGA’s help
Emergency Campaign.
The most recent allocation from
Atlanta’s Jewish community will directly

fund six specific programs to help citizens
cope with the missile attacks. One program
will provide 120 families a weekend
retreat as a respite from the attacks and an
opportunity to strengthen their family connections. Additional funds will assist the
elderly during emergency situations, train
youth leaders in crisis intervention, help
new immigrants cope with the attacks,
construct a shelter at Sapir College, and
provide support for emergency workers.
This is the second time Federation
has provided direct funding for the Sderot
area. In 2007, Federation sent $34,000 to
purchase two reinforced bus stops to provide aboveground protection against the
rockets.
Sderot and neighboring towns are
under siege from Kassem rockets, launched
from nearby Gaza. Since 2001, the area has
See JFGA, page 5

The Weber family
issues gift challenge
In yet another gesture of incredible support to The Weber
School, Felicia and Joe Weber, the school’s generous naming benefactors, recently
announced their
decision to support
the Weaving a
Legacy
Capital
Campaign through
a challenge gift.
Their challenge
requires
the
school’s campaign
leadership to raise
$3 million by
March 31, 2009,
which they will
then match with a
$6 million gift,
resulting in a $9
million impact on
Joe and Felicia Weber
the
school.
Historically, it is the largest single pledge to an Atlanta Jewish eduSee WEBER, page 5

ENTER LAUGHING. The MJCCA inaugurates its new
Center Theatre with the hit comedy Jewtopia. For the
complete story, go to MJCCA News on page 37.
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When Does A Hypothesis Mutate Into A Maxim?
Knowledge is a process whereby a
person gestates information and experiences within his or her intellect and uses
these as building blocks to serve as a basis
for the development of concepts, ideas, and
principles.
I accept as a maxim that there will be
daylight tomorrow morning at 8:00 a.m.
because I have learned the relative
sequence of the time designated as 8:00
a.m., and I have observed that every day
that I can remember there has been daylight
at that interval. This is a conclusion derived
from personal experience. I also accept as a
hypothesis the proposition that the totality
of existence is greater than that which we
can observe: not because I have personal
information on which to base this but
because I have accepted the conclusions of
others who have studied the matter and put
forth theorems, which, for me, are cogent
explanations.
As we grow older and have lived with
our thoughts and ideas longer, we tend to
blur those concepts that we have developed
through actual experience with concepts
that we have accepted as truths, and both of
these now become immutable facts. This
certainly is in order if that is what the person wants to believe. What is not acceptable
is to insist that another individual subscribe
to assumptive conclusions as fact if that
person has not reached the same conclusion
based on the information as he or she sees

Serving only Dunwoody,
Sandy Springs and
South Roswell

(678) 682-3111

BY Marvin
Botnick
it.
Much of the strife and persecution that
goes on emanates from conflicting theological dictum and ideology. We humans basically are a societal species and therefore
seek to band together under a common banner of mores. One of the primary linchpins
that evolves is a dogma that is accepted as
the true explanation of who and what we
are, how we are to interact within this
framework, and what effect its acceptance
will have on our lives and the lives of others. Often, with the passage of time, there
tends to be a codification and embellishment of the original precepts as well as
hypothesized interpretive explanations,
which gradually become axioms.
In one way or another, every society,
religious or otherwise, has a purpose for its
formation. We Jews certainly fall within
this framework. We understand that during
the creation of the world, God reflected on
each step of his work and said that it was
good. In order to preserve this perfection,
God, through Abraham, entered into a
covenant with the Jewish people to work
toward maintaining His work, repairing that
which requires repairing, and teaching the
monotheistic concept to all. This was and

still is our charge.
Through the centuries, we have come
to understand that our task is to attempt to
fulfill our obligation by exposing to all people by word and deed their obligation to live
their lives guided by the principals of justice, fairness, righteousness, and holiness.
Ours is a concept of substance over form.
Instead of trying to persuade people to do it
our way, we attempt to bring to others by
our actions the motivation and understanding of what it is to strive to perfect the
world. Our reason is simple: This is
Abraham’s contract, the contract of which
we are the inheritors.
On the other hand, there are those who
have a different set of guidelines. Some of
these include the practice, either by deed or
word, of actively pursuing the acceptance
by others of the believer’s precepts and
practices. To them, theirs is an infallible,
factual creed; one that they feel compelled
to proffer to others. Many times this is by
word, but historically it has not been unusual to resort to physical force to impose these
beliefs. At a minimum, they create a distracting atmosphere of distinction: theirs
being the truth and the others being false
and misguided.
I respect their right to their beliefs, and
I would ask that they offer me the same
courtesy. Just as they have made a judgment
call as to the veracity of their position, am I
not entitled to the same right?
For me, theirs is still a hypothesis, not
a maxim.
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ANOTHER FABULOUS EXTRAVAGRAND. This year’s annual “Tasting” at
the Grand Hyatt Buckhead was the best
ever, raising over $200,000 to help dozens
of our developmentally disabled friends
live independent lives. Over 900 people
showed up to schmooze, socialize, and nosh
on some of the best food in Atlanta.
But how could the food not be fabulous? Some of Atlanta’s best restaurants and
wineries donated spirits, delicacies, and signature dishes for this great cause. Among
them were A Legendary Event, Added
Touch Catering, Aria, C&S Seafood &
Oyster Bar, chef Billy Skiber of the Grand
Hyatt, Hi-Life, Nava, Bluepointe, Paul’s,
Posh (now called Home—where we love to
go for a late-night snack and the intimate
bar scene), Rathbun’s, South City Kitchen,
and Steel Restaurant.
Proceeds benefited the ZimmermanHorowitz Independent Living Program,
which does a wonderful job helping those
with developmental disabilities to “live,
work, and thrive in their communities.”
We worried about Pearlann and Jerry
Horowitz, the honorary chairs of the event
and the pioneers of the program, who were
so busy greeting and welcoming guests they
hardly had time to feed themselves.
This is the ninth year of ExtravaGrand,
ably chaired this year by Caren and Michael
Merlin and Allison and Dan Fellner.
If you missed this year’s event, you can
always send a check of support to the
Zimmerman-Horowitz Independent Living
Program, c/o Jewish Family and Career
Services, 4549 Chamblee Dunwoody Road,
Atlanta 30338.

ExtravaGrand co-chairs Michael and
Caren Merlin with Allison and Dan
Fellner
HOLLY FIRFER AND LESLIE FRAM:
DOING GOOD & DOING WELL. The
beautiful and talented Holly Firfer, who cohosts Atlanta & Company, WXIA’s popular
11:00 a.m. show, with Tom Sullivan, is so
multi-talented and energetic that she has
started making and selling jewelry. Holly
had a trunk show the other day and debuted
her line at radio legend Leslie Fram’s sleek

BY Reg
Regenstein
jewelry and designer boutique Luxe, at
1000 Marietta Street in West Midtown.
Holly’s mother
even came in for
the show, and
e v e r y o n e
thought she was
Holly’s sister!
T h e
Chicago native
is a 15-year veteran of CNN,
where
she
anchored news
programs and
WXIA Star
co-hosted “Talk
Holly Firfer
Back
Live.”
While she and Leslie have achieved an
amazing degree of popularity and success,
what really impresses us is their dedication
to helping animals.
Holly’s WXIA bio says that she enjoys
being “mom” to her (and husband Shawn’s)
many animals, and she frequently talks
about animal issues on her show.
On the last Thursday of each month,
Leslie does a regular charity event, the PPP
Fusion Party, at her hip, lifestyle fusion

mix, was abandoned on a farm in South
Georgia and had been shot twice. Layla, a
little black cocker, had been left to die by
her owner, who chose his girlfriend over the
dog. We feel their pain every day but have
two of the greatest gifts and kids in the
world.”
For more on Leslie’s good work and
great gifts, check her out at www.4Bags.net,
www.150atlanta.com/ 1FIVE0/Home.html,
and www.luxeatlanta.com/LuxeAtlanta/
Events.html.
HAPPY 90TH, CECIL. A few hundred of
Cecil and Helen Alexander’s closest friends
and family turned out to celebrate his 90th
birthday at The Temple, where they sampled some great wine and food and danced
the evening away.
Cecil, one of Atlanta’s most renowned
architects and the designer of the former
state flag, has had an amazing life. Sixtythree years ago, he was a Marine Corps
pilot, bombing and strafing Japanese airfields and warships in the Pacific, and helping us win World War II. He’s been in plenty of tough battles ever since, over civil
rights, the Georgia flag, and numerous other
issues. Civil rights legend and congressional leader John Lewis was there and paid a
moving and well-deserved tribute to Cecil,
between schmoozing with his many friends
and admirers.
All the Alexanders’ kids were there:
Alex and Art Harris (more on Art’s wife,
Carol Martin, later), Jill Harris Brown,
Sophie Joel, Terry Alexander Cox, Judith
Alexander Augustine, and Doug Alexander,
plus their spouses and children.
Cecil says the high point of the evening
was when the piper from Scotland played
Amazing Grace and the Marine Corps
Hymn, “and when he played Auld Lang
Syne, there wasn’t a dry eye in the room.”
Semper fi!
Ten years from now, we look forward
to celebrating Cecil’s 100th with him and
Helen—who, by the way, is still so lovely
she is now appearing in a sexy TV ad for the
Georgia lottery. She plays a bank teller who
flirts with a lottery winner who comes in to
deposit his check. And we have to admit,
when Cecil married Helen, he sure did hit
the jackpot!

Radio legend Leslie Fram with
Lanny West
boutique 1*FIVE*0. For $5 at the door, you
get the complimentary PPP (pizza, popcorn,
and PBR) and some great live music from
local and regional artists, with part of the
proceeds benefiting Atlanta Pet Rescue and
Adoption (www.150atlanta.com/1FIVE0/
Pet_Rescue.html). Leslie’s events are great
fun and have helped raise over $4,000 for
the charity.
Lanny West, Leslie’s husband and
company CEO, says of their dogs, “Leslie
and I rescued both of them. Bosch, a Lab

Helen and Cecil Alexander celebrate
his 90th (photo: Stephen H. Moore)
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LEMAN ROSENBERG, HERO OF
WORLD WAR II. And speaking of war
heroes, we lost a great one when Leman
Rosenberg passed away in March. Leman
flew a P-47 fighter over France and
Germany, blasting, as he once told us, “anything that moved” in Germany and shooting
down a bunch of German aircraft. Amazing
how a Jewish kid in his early twenties, a
member of an inferior people, could shoot
down so many of the elite, cream-of-thecrop Luftwaffe members of the Master
Race.
No one enjoyed life or knew how to
have a good time better than Leman, and if
there are golf courses in heaven, he’ll be
happy there.
Leman is survived by his lovely wife,
Barbara, his two beautiful and delightful
daughters, Susie and Nancy, and son Buz,
one of the University of Georgia’s best football players ever, whose punt returns are
still talked about with awe when Bulldogs
gather.

War Hero Leman Rosenberg
EVERYTHING YOU ALWAYS WANTED
TO KNOW ABOUT LIPOSUCTION.
Carol Martin’s big new book, The Little
Book of Lipo, has turned into a real sensation. All the happening ladies wanna know
Carol’s secrets for achieving the anti-aging
miracles she is known for. At 50, Carol
wears the same size orange lycra Speedo
she wore when she was a 20-year- o l d
model, and she often appears on CNN,
Discovery Health Channel, ET, and “The
Insider,” as well as in Glamour magazine,
to share her experiences on cosmetic surgery, the best doctors, safe liposuction, and
“sailing through” surgery and recovery.
Her invaluable guidebook, definitely
the bible on lipo, is based on interviews
with over 1,000 of her clients and dozens of
surgeons she has dealt with over the last
decade. It is published by Busystreet Press
and is available on Amazon.com. For more
info, contact Carol at carol@theinformedchoice.com or 404-812-7077, or visit
www.theinformedchoice.com.
See HAPPENING, page 4
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the ride “provides a great opportunity to
explore Israel, meet new people, and feel satisfaction from supporting an important
cause.”

From page 3

For the first time in Israel, those with
and without disabilities rode together
in Good Wheel 2007.
Surgery and Cosmetics Queen Carol
Martin
ANNUAL BIKE RIDE IN ISRAEL. This
year’s “Good Wheel” Bike Challenge in
southern Israel is November 2-5. It supports
the valuable work of the Israel Sport Center
for the Disabled, which helps children,
wounded soldiers, and others learn sports such
as wheelchair basketball. Some have gone on
to become world champions in their fields.
Funds raised from Good Wheel will enable
the ISCD to purchase more sports wheelchairs.
Riders of all abilities or disabilities are
welcome. For further information, call ISCD
Chicago/Midwest
Coordinator
Bruce
Rosenzweig at 312-437-1369, or visit
http://bikeride.iscd.com.
Bruce, who founded the event, notes that

THE SKINNY ON STAND-UP COMEDY.
Former Atlanta Journal-Constitution movie
critic Eleanor Ringel Cater and man-abouttown, polemicist, and PR guru Tom Houck
recently hosted a lively reception for Time
magazine editor and critic Richard Zoglin. He
is the author of the acclaimed new book on
comedians, Comedy at the Edge: How Standup in the 1970s Changed America, published
by Bloomsbury and available at better bookstores everywhere.
Richard gives us the no-holds-barred
“backstage view,” the inside scoop, on such
stars as George Carlin, Richard Pryor, Robert
Klein, Steve Martin, Robin Williams, Albert
Brooks, and, of course, superstars Jay Leno
and David Letterman.
There are some great stories about the
after-hours “bad behavior” of these comedy
legends—but nothing that would surprise you
if you know our local comedy guy Jerry

Member of Piedmont Healthcare

Your health can’t wait.
“Yes, We Take Your Insurance.”

Walk-ins Welcome,
Minimum Wait!
ALL AGES WELCOME

Farber, whom we defended the other day, by
the way. Someone said his show was not fit
for a convention of Ladies of the Night—and
we said that it was.
The highlight of this evening, too, was
the appearance of Congressman John Lewis,
who, the day before, was on the front page of
The New York Times, in a story reporting that
he was going to switch his support from
Hillary Clinton to Barack Obama.
Congressman Lewis gave a funny and inspirational little talk that reminded us why he is
probably the most respected and beloved
member of Congress.

good a compliment as we can think of, and
you’ll still see everyone you know there. We
think Buckhead Mayor Sam Massell, an old
and loyal customer, may still be getting his
mail there.
We used to ride our bike to the Majestic
about half a century ago, sometimes with our
pal Steve Selig, and enjoy the best waffles and
burgers in town—that is, before we gave up
eating dead meat. Then we’d go next door to
Highland Drugs and check out all the new
magazines and comic books.
Which makes us wonder—what ever
happened to Steve Selig ?

FOLKFEST 2008. This year, FolkFest,
August 15-17, will celebrate its fifteenth
anniversary, and it promises to be the best one
yet—up to 15,000 people are expected to
show up at the North Atlanta Trade Center.
Steve and Amy Slotin have turned the event
into the nation’s largest and best folk art show,
with dozens of dealers and galleries and hundreds of artists represented, offering amazing,
unique, and beautiful works at all price levels.
Friday evening, August 15, will be the
preview night, with food, music, T-shirts, and
the first look at all the great artworks on sale.
Take I-85 North to Indian Trail Road, turn
right and look for the signs. For details, check
www.slotinfolkart.com.

FAMILY REUNION. The descendants of
Esther and Hyman Mendel number some 200
and constitute one of Atlanta’s oldest and
largest Jewish families. Former Atlantan and
student loan mogul Marcus Katz recently flew
185 of his closest relatives to the Dominican
Republic, in a chartered jet, for five days of
first-class fun at the family reunion. We’ve
never had a relative charter a jet or even rent a
car for us, but several have asked us for a ride
to the airport.
Among those attending were Emilie
Posner and her husband, Dr. Joseph Haas, our
urologist, whom we have always known as
JoJo. He was the smartest kid at Westminster
when we were there, even winning the senior
class Bible award—not bad for a Jewish kid.
Emilie, a native Atlantan and acclaimed
realtor for the last 15 years, has just rejoined
Prudential Georgia Realty’s Sandy Springs
office, where she will be specializing in residential sales and relocations. Call her at 404255-8811.

HANUKKAH IN JULY. The lovely Jill Berry
and her equally beautiful daughter Jade Sykes
(whom we cannot tell apart, since Jill looks so
young) devote much of their time to bringing
good cheer and entertainment to senior citizens, who are often lonely, neglected, and
very appreciative of attention and affection.
Every year, Jill and Jade help throw a really
fun “Christmas (or Hanukkah) in July” party
to benefit seniors, and the cost of admission is
a gift for their many senior friends. In return,
you get fabulous food, music, conversation,
drinks, and the chance to mingle with some of
Atlanta’s most interesting movers and shakers. It’s a great event that you do not want to
miss.
This year’s bash is July 24 at the magnificent Buckhead home of Linda and Tom
Morris. For details, call Steve Hargrove of
Senior Citizens Services, which sponsors the
events, at 404-605-8450. See you there.

• IMMEDIATE CARE
• PRIMARY CARE
• TRAVEL MEDICINE

Open
7 Days

678-904-5611
www.perimeterclinic.com

3867 Roswell Road 1/2 Mile North of Piedmont Road
Just a few minutes from anywhere in Buckhead, Midtown, Brookhaven, Sandy Springs
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Jade Sykes and mom Jill Berry with
Reg Regenstein, at their recent “Santa
for Seniors” event. We can’t tell ‘em
apart—can you?
THE NEW WHITE HOUSE—SAME OLD
GREAT FOOD. The favorite breakfast and
lunching spot for so many of our Buckhead
readers, the White House on Peachtree, has
been sold by our good friend Demosthenes
(“Demos”) Galatiakas to Tasso Costarides,
who also owns the venerable Majestic restaurant in Virginia-Highland.
The good news is that the White House’s
food and service remain the same, which is as

Mendel family reunion
GROWING GEORGIA’S TECH INDUSTRY. Congratulations to Ron Dolinsky, who
has just been honored by the Technology
Association of Georgia for his decade of service to the state’s tech community, which he
has been promoting tirelessly and effectively
as head of MARKETQUEST. Ron has been
the leader in creating TAG’s marketing strategy and “the key themes and events that showcase Georgia’s technology innovation to the
world.” MARKETQUEST specializes in
assisting executives in expanding their businesses into successful companies, and tech
companies have been among his greatest successes.
YIDDISH INSULT. The great PBS documentary on the lost Jewish communities of
Eastern Europe, “A Yiddish World
Remembered,” reminded us of a great
Yiddish saying: “May all your teeth fall out
except one, to give you a constant toothache.”
NEED A GRADUATION SPEAKER? Good
news. We have just lowered our fee.
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cational institution.
Felicia and Joe Weber, respected and
long-time Atlanta residents, have been generous supporters of The Weber School
since the late 1990s. Felicia Weber was
instrumental in helping found the school in
1997, when it was called the New Atlanta
Jewish Community High School, and is a
lifetime member of The Weber School
Board of Trustees. In 2003, Felicia and Joe
Weber made the gift to name the school in
honor of Joe Weber’s (now deceased) parents, Doris and Alex Weber. Although the
Webers made a generous $5 million matching gift to the school’s capital campaign in
2004, this their first “challenge” gift to the
school.
“Felicia and I have enjoyed watching
The Weber School grow and know what an
important resource it is to the entire Atlanta
Jewish community,” said Joe. “We made
our pledge as a challenge to help leverage—in a very real way—the support of
that community. We can’t think of a more
critical philanthropic investment than that
of our children and grandchildren’s education and their commitment to Jewish values.”
A “matching gift” matches other gifts
made to a campaign, typically up to a pre-

The Weber School
set amount specified by the donor. It is different from a “challenge gift.” In a challenge gift, the donor offers a challenge that
stipulates that a certain amount of support
must first be raised—in its entirety—before
the challenge gift is provided. A challenge
gift helps leverage new gifts, provides a
sense of urgency and excitement to a campaign, and enables donors to increase the
impact of their support.
The Weber School is in the midst of a
multi-year, $32 million capital campaign
known as Weaving a Legacy. While the
campaign’s stated goal is to raise the funding required to retire the initial costs of purchasing the land and building the buildings
for its beautiful new campus, this campaign’s true goal is much deeper: to maintain Jewish identity and grow the Jewish
community.
To learn more about The Weber School
and the Weaving a Legacy Capital
Campaign, visit www.weberschool.org.

been the target of more than 7,000 rockets—an average of just under three rockets
per day. Recently, 40 rockets were fired in
one day. The New York Times has quoted
government sources that say 14 civilians in
the area have been killed and dozens
wounded by the homemade rockets.
In addition to the physical casualties,
thousands of residents are traumatized by

Page 5
the constant threat of incoming missiles,
which are announced by sirens and “red
alert” warnings. When the warnings come,
residents have as little as 15 seconds to find
shelter before the missiles land.

Page 6
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Prelude to bombing
It was just about this time fifty years
ago when Rabbi Rothschild and I were
given our first clue about the possibility
that danger lay ahead. We didn’t recognize
it then. It became clear only months later,
after The Temple was bombed.
Neither of us took it seriously when he
came home the night of May 28, 1958, after
speaking at the First Baptist Church, and
told me that the church had been picketed
by someone who objected to his presence
there. Church members, embarrassed, did
their best to keep him from learning about
it. They met him in the parking lot on Fifth
Street and whisked him in through the side
door to prevent him from seeing the placard
bearer in front of the church’s main
entrance on Peachtree. The offender came
inside, however, and heckled him during
the Q&A, so the rabbi’s hosts had to tell
him what had happened outside. Only the
following December, during the trial of
George Bright, accused of having bombed
The Temple, did we learn that it was he
who picketed the church and heckled the
speaker.
Rabbi Rothschild laughed at the incident, and so did I. Neither of us could imagine that his words and actions had been so
widely observed or so seriously considered
by the general public as to make him the
target of a picketer. It was true that he had
spoken out to his congregation and elsewhere advocating compliance with the
Supreme Court decision on Brown v.
Topeka, outlawing racial segregation in the
public schools. It was also true that he had
sometimes received African-American
guests at The Temple, such as Dr. and Mrs.
Benjamin E. Mays, when the late minister/educator spoke there at a sisterhood
luncheon in 1955. Two years later, Rabbi
Rothschild anonymously assisted eighty
courageous white Christian clergymen of
Atlanta to frame their ground-breaking
statement on racial justice that came to be
known as the Ministers’ Manifesto. None
of this seemed extraordinary to us, however. We considered it to be all in a day’s
work for a Reform rabbi.
By the time of his talk at the First
Baptist Church, Rabbi Rothschild had
become deeply discouraged about the public’s resistance to social change, not only in
the South, but elsewhere as well. In
February of that year, the traditional
“Brotherhood Month,” he preached not his
usual single sermon on that subject but two,
noting that the very word “brotherhood”
had lately come to imply a subversive doctrine and warning that the prevalent public
intransigence posed a danger, as he said,

20% OFF when you mention this ad. Expires July 15.

BY Janice Rothschild
Blumberg
because of “what it is doing to us, to our
hearts and minds, our ideals and goals.”
So frustrated was he with the mood of
the country that, the Friday night after his
talk at First Baptist, he preached a sermon
entitled “Can This Be America?” in which
he criticized Attorney General William P.
Rogers for upholding FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover’s refusal to investigate racially targeted bombings throughout the South. In
reference to the recent wave of terrorism
against Jewish institutions in Miami,
Charlotte, Nashville, and Jacksonville, the
rabbi noted that only in Nashville had a
Jewish leader spoken out on social justice,
yet it was not his synagogue that was
bombed. This led him to conclude that
“hate is hate, and violence is directed
against all minorities when it becomes possible and fashionable to use it” and to
remind us that the problem was not a
specifically Jewish one. “We are the immediate victims,” he conceded, “but no one is
safe....”
Still, we did not consciously personalize the danger to ourselves or our community, and even when both of us received
death threats after The Temple was
bombed, we instinctively categorized each
one as a hoax. Foolish? I think not. Had we
done so, I believe it would have stifled our
lives, and to some extent our children’s
lives, without providing any assurance of
safety. It reminded me of Rabbi
Rothschild’s response several years earlier
when the Cold War frightened people into
digging bomb shelters in their backyards.
Friends had urged us to do it, but he
refused, believing that if we submitted to a
fortress mentality, we would destroy ourselves and our children in yet another way,
one more certain than the eventuality of
death by nuclear attack.
That was our rationale as well when
we were threatened personally.
In times of crisis, whether private or
public, something inside ourselves directs
our response, right or wrong. I view it as
fortunate when we are able to internalize
fear and seek practical ways to deal with its
cause. That was Rabbi Rothschild’s advice,
which served us well fifty years ago and
continues to guide me confidently today.
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A boy and his dress: Celebrating Jewish women’s lives through the art of dressmaking
By Jason Axelrod
How does a man get in touch with his
feminine side? Does he surround himself
with women who are his friends and try to
be like them? Does he try to take part in
feminine activities as a way of exploring a
different, previously unseen side of himself?
How about taking a class that is completely focused on women and the influence
they have had on history? Although I had no
real desire to explore my feminine side, I, a
Jewish male, naively chose to take one such
class earlier this year. While I did this only
to remedy a poor situation, it nevertheless
provided for a wild and enlightening ride of
exploring myself, Judaism, and the opposite
sex.
Earlier this school year, I was faced
with a scheduling conflict that ultimately
left me with a choice between two classes:
one focused on the Arab-Israeli conflict and
one entitled “Jewish Women.” Going
against the advice of my parents and my
school principal, I elected to take the Jewish
Women class, mainly because I figured that
it would involve the least amount of work,
but also because the teacher was one of my
favorites at the school. In the process, I persuaded two of my friends to switch into the
class. At the time, I had no idea how much
misadventure my small choice would entail.
The first time I stepped into the classroom, I knew I was in for a wild ride. Of the
10 students, only two of us (my other friend
would come in later) were boys. Zach and I
slowly and awkwardly walked in and told
the teacher, Mrs. Barbara Rosenblit, that we
had just switched into the class. All eight
girls looked at us, and I could tell from their
facial expressions that they were simultaneously amused and incredulous that two guys
would take this class. (My other friends felt
the same way as the girls did.)
As we sat down and tried to get used to
the overwhelming amount of estrogen in the
room, we were informed that there would
be a discussion about what was assigned
last class. The girls immediately began taking out magazines such as People,
Cosmopolitan, and other titles that neither I
nor my friend had ever dreamed of reading.
The topic of the discussion, we learned, was
what defines our modern society—and,
Mrs. Rosenblit reasoned, how better to
answer this question than to use articles
from women’s magazines? If memory
serves, Zach and I just sat there, trying to
follow along with the girls, who were scanning their magazines eagerly for answers
and celebrity gossip. Needless to say, after
that first class ended, I was relieved.
Over time, I discovered that there was
more work than I anticipated, and the topics
covered were far from appealing to a boy
such as me. The overarching theme was the
struggle of Jewish women in 19th- and
20th-century America, especially immigrant women. We learned about very influential Jewish women, such as Lillian Wald,
Emma Goldman, and Justine Wise, and read
various publications that detailed Jewish
women’s daily lives in America. All in all,

the class was interesting…for the girls.
Occasionally, we received visitors, and
when they looked surprised to see three
boys, Mrs. Rosenblit would tell them,
“They’re in the class to meet Jewish
women.” Through it all, Mrs. Rosenblit was
a great teacher who tried very hard to
engage us three guys and make the topics
interesting to us.

way that was happening. I would have to
make a symbolic dress for an important
Jewish woman in my life. It was going to be
a quest I would never forget.
I ended up interviewing my grandmother, Jane Axelrod, and I quickly realized
how I could symbolize her life. My grandmother puts family above everything else in
her life, although her 36 years of working

Jane Lewis Axelrod and Jason Axelrod in front of the dress Jason made to
honor her
Towards the middle of the year, we
learned about our final project, in which
each of us would interview an important
Jewish woman in our lives and, using the
knowledge gained in that interview, create
an art project that showcased her life. Each
project would be done in a collage-type
manner within in a general art form that
would provide a unifying theme for all the
projects. Furthermore, we were told that the
projects would go on display at The Breman
Museum, as they always had. Aside from
that last piece of news, this was not a big
deal, as we had known for a while that there
would be a project such as this. Our teacher
showed us some of the projects from years
past—the central art forms included shadowboxes, place settings, and murals. One
day, Mrs. Rosenblit told us that the art form
she had selected for this year was the dress.
Each student, she explained, would paint a
specific kind of dress and would also use
fabrics (in addition to pictures or objects
that were meaningful to the woman) to create a unique art piece.
When I heard the words “you will be
making a dress,” I was thunderstruck—how
on earth was I, a guy, going to make a
dress? I didn’t know the difference between
a sundress and a gown, I had never set foot
in a dress shop (and had absolutely no
intention of doing so—I had my pride), and,
on top of all of that, I was a terrible painter.
I think similar thoughts were racing through
my two friends’ minds at the same time. I
half-heartedly asked Mrs. Rosenblit if she
could perhaps choose another art form, but
she stubbornly told me that there was no

for our synagogue, Shearith Israel, showed
me that religion placed a close second in her
life.
I did not, however, have a clue about
what type of dress to use, nor how I was
ever going to paint it without professional
help. Let me just say that I did not master
coloring in the lines until around 3rd grade.
In order to give us ideas about how to
make our dresses, our class spent an entire
double period looking at the website of an
artist who apparently creates only symbolic
dresses. Supposedly, this is a very great and
expressive art form to use symbolically,
something completely lost on the class at
the time. The dresses were made from
things such as trash, rocks, straw, and even
mustard. I emerged from that class breathless. Talking with my friend as we headed to
lunch, I wondered aloud, “Did I really just
spend an hour and a half looking at dresses?” Ben’s resigned nod told me the worst:
I had.
With the help of Mrs. Sheila Miller, an
artist who has worked closely with Weber
and the Epstein School on various art projects, I decided on a business suit, which
emphasized my grandmother’s 25-year stint
as Shearith Israel’s executive director. After
I begged her, Mrs. Miller did the basic
sketch and left me to complete the outline
and fill it in with paint. I completed the outline and thought it looked fine. When I
asked for their critique, the girls in the class
said it was really good. Mrs. Rosenblit,
however, revealed to me that I, sadly, had
distorted a good business suit—the hips
were too wide, the sleeves were pointy at

the ends, and the shoulders looked as if they
could fit an NFL linebacker. “Not bad,” I
thought to myself, “for a guy drawing a
dress for the first time.”
Slowly but surely, I started to take pride
in my work. I began showing it to my
friends outside of the class, and after they
laughed about the class and my crazy quest,
they complimented me. Imagine my parents’ surprise when I came home one day
and told them gleefully, “Guess what? I’m
making a dress at school for an art project,
and it’s coming along pretty well!” After I
explained the project to them, they were
still surprised that our teacher was forcing
us to make dresses, but they were happy and
amused that I was taking such pride in the
project.
A particularly humorous incident
occurred one night when I was at my grandparents’ house for Shabbat dinner. I had
already told my grandmother about the
dress I was making in her honor. My cousin
and his girlfriend were visiting from the
University of Georgia for the weekend.
Over dinner, I blurted out, “Oh, by the way,
the dress I’m making for you is coming
along great, Nana!” My cousin gave me a
strange look, and his girlfriend turned to me
and asked incredulously, “You’re making a
dress?” I explained the whole scenario to
them, which they (as well as the rest of my
family) thought was hilarious.
After a period of hard, laborious
designing and painting, our dresses were
finished. They all, surprisingly to the makers, looked very good. At this point in time,
second semester had already started, and
since the course was meant to be only one
semester, we had worked on the dresses on
our own time. Soon it was time to prepare
for the event that honored the women who
inspired us to make the dresses. Cleverly
entitled “adDRESSing Women’s Lives,” it
was to be held at Weber, since a scheduling
conflict prevented our work from being
exhibited at The Breman (a relief for us).
Invitations were sent out, our dresses were
put on display on the first floor, and everyone breathed a sigh of relief over finally finishing the Jewish Women course.
Finally, the day of the event arrived. I
showed up at school in a sport coat, slacks,
and a tie, as did my two friends. The honorees, as well as their families, laid their
eyes on the dresses for the first time, and,
needless to say, they were all impressed. I
let my grandparents and parents know how
brutal the process had been, especially for a
young male such as myself. The event was
a nice affair—Mrs. Rosenblit and Mrs.
Miller talked about the class, and the honorees answered questions about their lives
from an audience consisting of their families and the students in the class. I left the
school that night with a sense of pride—I
had taken a class about Jewish women and
painted a dress for my grandmother, and I
emerged from the ordeal not addicted to
Cosmopolitan, “Desperate Housewives,” or
shopping.
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Spinning to fight ovarian cancer
By Jeanie Marx
If you’re already a bike rider or you
take a spinning class at your gym, go online
and check out www.ovariancycle.org.
Better still, contribute and you may help
save someone’s life.
Each spring, participants raise funds by
pledging at least $400 and riding six hours
or 100 virtual miles on an indoor bike (with
water and bathroom breaks). They’re supported by a cheering group of well wishers
and coached by people like Ovarian Cycle
founder Bethany Diamond. The purpose: to

raise funds for ovarian cancer research and
to increase awareness of this insidious disease. Scientists hope to develop a test for
early detection.
According to the American Cancer
Society, 22,000 women will be diagnosed
with ovarian cancer this year. Of that number, 15,000 will not survive.
Diamond, a fitness expert and Temple
Etz Chaim member, launched Ovarian
Cycle in 2004 shortly after losing her best
friend, Debbie Flamm, to ovarian cancer.
She transformed her grief into action, using
her workout experience to start a new nonprofit organization. Before this year’s ride,
Ovarian Cycle raised more than $360,000
for ovarian cancer research. The 2008 goal
is $200,000.
This year, the organization opened
satellites in Birmingham at the Levite
Jewish Community Center and in
Broomfield, Colorado, at the Lakeshore
Athletic Club. Birmingham’s ride took
place April 13; Broomfield’s was April 26.
Research is being conducted in our own
backyard at the Georgia Tech-based
Ovarian Cancer Institute. Ovarian Cycle
funds support both OCI and the Ovarian
Cancer Research Fund in New York.
For information about next year’s
event or to contribute, visit www.ovariancancerinstitute.org
or
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New! But maybe not improved....
Coach is a very fine producer of
leather goods. I had been using my Coach
briefcase for about 20 years when some of
my youthful colleagues started making
fun of it. I will admit it had lost its luster
and had a small hole in one corner, but it
had an awful lot of character. Finally,
though, I did it—I went into a store and
bought a new briefcase. Well, that was
some years ago, and it is nice enough, but
it will never compare to my old one.
My camera was next. I quite often
would take pictures into the office, and
none of the kids there could believe I was
still using an “old-fashioned” camera
(which, incidentally, I loved). Here again,
my camera took this abuse for quite a
while, until I finally went to Wolf Camera
and looked at a digital camera. I will tell
you, it looked pretty complicated to me.
So, I left the store, came back the next
weekend, and studied on it some more. It
was only after the third visit that I halfheartedly bought the danged digital camera. It came with a free printer, and I happened to hit a one-day-only sale, too.

BY Marice
Katz
Good, hmm? But I am just beginning to
get used to this high-tech picture-taker,
and I think longingly of my old camera.
Then there were all the comments
about my elderly adding machine. I loved
it because it had adding machine paper
and you could actually review and check
your figures. My partner at the office
would not let up on me for using such an
ancient machine. I still miss it.
And then came my Rolodex. You
should have heard my co-workers go on
about that. But I have persevered and still
happily and efficiently use my Rolodex.
Of course, I hate to admit, but it may not
be around much longer, either. I know all
these fancy new technological gadgets are
here to stay. Hooray?

Bethany Diamond

“Don’t Buy a New AC
Until You Talk to Me!”
Your air conditioner is probably the most expensive appliance
you’ll ever buy for your home. And since not all air conditioning
companies are up-front and honest, they may recommend a replacement for your air conditioner or coil when you don’t really need it.
You see, some contractors don’t specialize in the repair of
older air conditioners, or they may only carry one brand and seem to
be at a loss when it comes to servicing a unit they’ve never seen. Or
worse…they’re just trying to make a buck off of you. So, they
encourage you to replace your AC unit when it could actually still
offer years of reliable service.
My highly trained technicians know exactly when you should
repair your system and when you should replace it. And about 40%
of the time, a “dead” AC can be inexpensively fixed compared to
replacing the entire unit.
If you’ve been told you need to replace your “dead” air conditioner, just call 770-454-1800 and ask for a FREE SECOND
OPINION so you can have all the facts. We will happily come out to
your home and give you a proper diagnosis

770-454-1800
rsandrews.com
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JNF honors philanthropist Gladys Hirsch
Jewish National Fund (JNF) honored
longtime supporter Gladys Hirsch at the 5th
annual Jack Hirsch Memorial Breakfast on
May 8, Israel’s Independence Day.
Hirsch received the Jack Hirsch
Memorial Award, established in memory of
her husband and given each year to an
Atlantan who has demonstrated outstanding
leadership and a commitment to the mission
of JNF.
The breakfast, JNF Atlanta’s largest
annual fundraiser, marked the completion
of funding for the Adamit Aramsha
Reservoir in Northern Israel—a JNF project
adopted by the Atlanta community and one
that has been heavily supported by the
Hirsch family. It also kicked off a $2 million fundraising campaign to benefit the
Be’er Sheva River Walk, part of JNF’s
Blueprint Negev initiative to develop,
inhabit, and preserve the Negev Desert.
The Atlanta community has adopted a
2-kilometer stretch of the Be’er Sheva
River Walk, a massive water, environmental, and economic development project. It is
anticipated that this project will transform
the city of Be’er Sheva, currently home to
200,000 residents and considered the “capital of the Negev,” into a cultural and tourist
hub that will attract new residents.
The centerpiece of this project is the

rehabilitation of the once-polluted riverbed
that runs through Be’er Sheva, which
remains dry except for the few times a year
that it is flooded with winter rain runoff.
JNF is using its expertise in river restoration
and water recycling to fill the riverbed with
the city’s treated wastewater. A five-mile,
900-acre waterfront district and park will
offer economic and recreational opportunities that will bring renewed life to Be’er
Sheva’s downtown area.
“As Atlanta suffers from its worst
drought in history, the water projects adopted by the Southeast really resonate with the
community and connect them to Israel, a
country that constantly battles severe water
shortages,” said Dr. Jeffrey Kunkes, president of JNF’s Southeast Region. “Thanks to
the support of the entire community and the
Hirsch family in particular, the Adamit
Aramsha Reservoir supplies recycled water
for agriculture in Northern Israel, and the
Be’er Sheva River Walk will utilize cuttingedge recycled wastewater technology to
revitalize a desert city.”
Atlanta’s drought coincides with a
severe water shortage also plaguing Israel.
Israel’s reservoirs have hit a 10-year low,
and rainfall for this year is well below the
annual average. By the year 2020, the population of Israel is expected to increase by

The Hirsch family dedicates the Adamit Aramsha Reservoir.

A section of the promenade at the Be’er Sheva River Walk
three million people, meaning that the
country will require another 300 million
cubic meters of drinking water in order to
cope with this growth and the ever-rising
standard of living.
In 2002, the Hirsches donated the lead
gift of $100,000 to help build the Adamit
Aramsha Reservoir, one of 200 JNF reservoirs in Israel. The communities involved
in the project, Kibbutz Adamit and the
Bedouin village of Aramsha, previously
lacked a suitable system for dealing with
their waste, causing severe pollution. With a
capacity of 31,680,000 gallons, the reservoir treats the wastewater and provides
water for nearby orchards once irrigated
with freshwater, saving enough freshwater
to meet the annual domestic needs of 1,200
Israelis.
“When I visited the reservoir, I was
really overwhelmed and awestruck by how
much it is helping the people in the vicinity,” said Hirsch, who recently committed to
a closing gift of $25,000 to complete the

project. “Without it, people in the region
could not make a living. By giving money
to JNF’s water reservoirs, we become a part
of Israel and help ensure its survival. Israel
does so much for us; this is the least we can
do.”
With the close of the old campaign, the
Atlanta community has begun fundraising
for a portion of the Be’er Sheva River Walk,
which is transforming Be’er Sheva into a
green and vibrant modern city, attractive to
both young and old. All proceeds from the
Jack Hirsch Memorial Breakfast support
this campaign.
“Many people know JNF only in the
context of planting trees and are unaware of
the full extent of the organization’s work,”
said JNF Atlanta Major Gifts Co-chair Abe
Schear. “This new campaign is a chance for
the Atlanta community to connect to Israel
and to see exactly what their contributions
are accomplishing—all they have to do is
visit Be’er Sheva.”
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All was not roses at
the garden club
When it comes to gardening, I used to
have a “gangrene” thumb. Some of my
plants died of lingering illnesses, others
died quickly. Many died of boredom. But
that was when I belonged to a garden club.
I was even president of a garden club. It was
about as incongruous as having a movie star
as president of the United States.
Back then, a garden club member had
to do many things, and the first thing I had
to do was get voted in. I never did understand grown folks voting for or blackballing
other folks. I don’t know why folks who are
interested in the same thing can’t just get
together and have a club. Not nearly as
many people would be interested in joining
if it weren’t “exclusive.” I don’t know what
the prerequisites were, but a knowledge of
gardening wasn’t one of them. I did want to
learn, however.
After you were voted in, you got
dressed up in your finest outfit, including a
large hat (small hats just didn’t cut it at the
garden club) and gloves—and in the winter,
a piece of fur thrown round and round your
neck or over your shoulders to make you
just about as uncomfortable as you could
imagine. I bought a piece of fur with my
teacher retirement money and, if the truth
be known, part of my grocery money. I
thought it was very important, and I’ve
never been cold enough to wear it since.
When you were president you had to
memorize Roberts’ Rules of Order. Now,
that’s not Oral Roberts, but I kinda think it
was a relative of his. You stood there in
your cumbersome get-up and conducted all
of this business and got tickled up as you
looked out over this gathering of 40 suits
and hats and fur pieces and gloves and
thought about the 40 girdles they were
squirming around in. Then your thoughts
strayed to a fine load of fertilizer your garden needed.
We learned all sorts of things about
Hogarth curves and pin holders (that was
before the days of Oasis) and color schemes
and “arrangements,” but, somehow, none of
it gave me the thrill I used to get when I’d
come home from college, and Mama would
say, “Miss Lillian has put your roses in your
room.” Our dear neighbors always had my
room looking like an outlet for the
Thomasville Rose Show. And the perfume

BY Shirley
Friedman
from their blossoms will never leave my
senses. The roses were “stuck” in cut glass
vases that Miss Lillian and Mama used as
casually as jars.
What I mainly learned in garden club
was how to cook. I was often the committee
of one to have the luncheon for the out-oftown judges for the flower shows. And that
bunch of women would walk across my
dead yard and come into my home and tell
me how pretty the tables were set and how
delicious the food was and then go down to
that flower show, where I had used the same
china and crystal and linen for my entry,
and leave the most insulting little notes
about how I didn’t know pea turkey about
place settings.
A friend of mine in another garden club
had the meeting at her house one day, and
everyone was admiring her magnificent
ferns and beautifully developed jade plants.
But advice from the experts came freely.
“Surely you know you must spray-mist the
ferns.” “The jades are succulent. Get them
away from the sun.” They buried them sideby-side a month later.
Our club was active for many years,
and we kept buying hats and having shows.
Some friends and I rode twenty miles out in
the wilderness looking for lilacs, and we
gathered daffodils in the snow by the car
lights at midnight. The lilacs won a blue ribbon, arranged as part of a niche of so many
inches by so many inches; but I don’t have
any of those niches in my house, so it didn’t
help very much.
Anyway, after all those years, one
spring the nominating committee couldn’t
produce a president, so our club dropped its
petals. Since then, I haven’t heard a thing
about gardening. But recently, I took off all
those clothes and put on my jeans and have
gotten acquainted with my plants. I’ve
relaxed, and they have, too. They love the
attention and show it in Technicolor.

Page 11

Page 12

THE JEWISH GEORGIAN

May-June 2008

We ship anything anywhere!

Atlanta/Sandy Springs
Phone 404-255-9277 Fax 404-255-9314
6025 Sandy Springs Circle NE, Atlanta, GA 30328
• Domestic & International Shipping
• Custom Packing & Crating
(any size, any weight, air, ground, ocean)

• Packaging & Moving Supplies
• Mailbox Rental
• Copies/Fax/Notary
• Pick up and Delivery
• And more!
Not sure how to pack the
Big, Tall & Awkward?
Think Pak Mail!

Monday–Friday, 9:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.
Saturday, 10:00 a.m.–1 p.m.
Your Trusted Shipping Company
Professional Package & Furniture Shipping Services

SIDING • GUTTERS
PAINTING • ROOFING

Jame Hardie®
Siding Products
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Natalie Cohen’s generosity and influence live on
By Beryl Weiner
After a lifetime of frugal living, Natalie
Cohen has created a remarkable legacy. She
will live on through students at the universities of Georgia and California, the institutions to which she left most of her estate,
which totals over $6 million.
She did
not forg e t
h
e
r
upbringing
as a Reform
Jew at The
Te m p l e ,
where her
father,
Dewald
Cohen, was
president
from 19411944. Mark
Jacobson,
executive
director of
Natalie Cohen
T
h
e

Temple, received the bequest on March 3,
2008, shortly after Rabbi Fred Reeves conducted the unveiling service at her gravesite
in Westview Cemetery on February 28.

Mark Jacobson and Beryl Weiner
pose under the photo of Dewald
Cohen, among the past presidents at
The Temple

JF&CS News
FISKE WINS MARILYN SHUBIN
AWARD. Brenda Fiske, chief marketing
officer of Jewish
Family & Career
S e r v i c e s
(JF&CS) will
receive the 2008
Marilyn Shubin
Professional
S t a f f
Development
Award at the
J e w i s h
Federation of
Brenda Fiske
G r e a t e r
Atlanta’s 2008
Annual Meeting, Thursday, June 12, at the
Selig Center.
Created by longtime Federation activist
Marilyn Shubin, the award provides a
stipend for the recipient and for the recipient’s agency.
According to Gary Miller, CEO of
JF&CS, Fiske was “the unanimous choice
for the Shubin award.” She was cited for the
total rebranding and repositioning of her
agency under the service line “Your Tools
for Living.”
“Brenda’s thought leadership aligned
more than 40 different JF&CS programs
and services under this banner,” Miller said.
“The branding is supported by a highly
memorable ad campaign and website overhaul that have put our agency on the map.”
Fiske’s oversight of her agency’s community and synagogue outreach initiatives
was also mentioned. She leads an effort to

decentralize JF&CS services and deliver
programs in satellite locations closer to
where clients live, including four local synagogues. In addition, Fiske has forged close
relationships with community partners in
Cobb and North Fulton.
“Brenda has built an award-winning
marketing department that consistently produces innovative and beautiful print work.
She has helped propel JF&CS to the forefront nationally as a best practices agency,”
said Miller.
SEAL OF APPROVAL. JF&CS has once
again been granted accreditation by the
Council on Accreditation (COA), the
nation’s premiere accrediting body for
human services organizations. Gary Miller
said, “The COA review process, which happens every four years, is the gold standard
for an agency like ours. The process of
internal review was exhaustive, beginning
16 months before the on-site review. Every
department and every staff member was
involved, and we are all pleased with the
outcome.”
According to Rick Aranson, COO for
JF&CS, “COA’s latest accreditation standards are more stringent than in previous
years. They require us not just to report on
our programs, but provide evidence of
client outcomes and to show continuous
quality improvement in our operations.”
JF&CS has been accredited by COA
since the late 1980s.

Rabbi Reeves at Westview Cemetery

Koheleth in Ecclesiastes wrote, “To
everything there is a season, a time to every
purpose....” Truly, Natalie Cohen was a
woman of valor before her time, when she
led her women schoolmates in breaking a
social barrier by publicly cheering for their
athletes. Her alma mater, the University of
California, recognized Natalie’s leadership
by dedicating a seat in its stadium in her
honor several years ago.
The Hall of Famer was a legend in her
own time. As Gene Asher wrote in his 2005
book L e g e n d s, “Ninety-one-year- o l d
Natalie Cohen is one of a kind. She played
competitive tennis for seventy-three years,
winning thirteen Georgia State Women’s
Open Double Championships. At the age of
forty-two, she won both the Atlanta City
and Georgia State’s women’s singles and
doubles championships.”
So, when Natalie Cohen’s last will and
testament was probated, revealing her testamentary philanthropy, she once again
proved she was truly a woman of valor for
all seasons, before her time, during her
time, and after her time.

THE JEWISH GEORGIAN

Page 16

May-June 2008

Religious diversity tour enlightens seniors
On a beautiful spring morning in April,
37 senior citizens of Congregation Shearith
Israel (CSI) set out on a bus tour of three
Atlanta-area religious sites. Many of the
participants had been to the Children’s
Holocaust Memorial and Paper Clip Project
in Whitwell, Tennessee, a trip that Frieda
Socol arranged and supervised last fall.
When they heard that Frieda had planned a
special seniors bus tour of the Hindu temple
in Lilburn, the Bremen Museum’s Leo
Frank exhibition, and the King Center, they
were eager to go.
The group met for a continental breakfast at CSI and afterwards boarded a chartered tour bus. The first stop was the BAPS
Shri Swaminarayan Mandir, the magnificent Hindu temple in Lilburn, one of only
six such Hindu houses of worship outside
of India. The temple, one of Atlanta’s architectural wonders, serves the 90,000 Hindus
throughout the metropolitan area and the
Southeast.
The mandir (temple) was constructed
by hand and is made of sandstone and several kinds of marble; there is no metal or
concrete. It is built to precise blueprints
mandated in the Hindu prayer book, in
much the same manner that specifications
are given in the Jewish Torah for construction of the bimah.
The tour’s guide was Paresh Patel, who
explained that the thousands of hand-carved
religious symbols and principals of the
Hindu religion were made by Indian arti-

BY Leon
Socol
sans using only hammers and chisels. Stone
came from Turkey and marble from Italy.
Each stone was numbered and then sent to
Lilburn for assembly. The construction of
the mandir required 1.3 million hours of
volunteer labor. Hindus from all sectors of
society worked side by side to complete the
structure in less than two years.

The exotic Shri Swaminarayan
Mandir in Lilburn features 34,000
hand-carved pieces.
The tour group was allowed to take
pictures outside the mandir only. Once
inside, they removed their shoes and

Oak GroveMarket
Meat Market & Deli

Best Hamburger in Atlanta!
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Soups & Stews
Salads
Sandwiches
Hot Items
Desserts
Monday – Saturday
7:30 AM to 6:00 PM

2757 LaVista Road, Decatur, GA

404.315.9831
www.OakGroveMarket.com

observed silence to maintain the atmosphere of meditation and contemplation. The
inside lighting was subdued, but it highlighted the gilded statues of saints. The religion is based on individual prayer, and there
is some separation of the sexes. The monks
are celibate and, after taking their vows,
disassociate from their families.
Mr. Patel explained that tithing and
donations cover the cost of building and
maintaining the mandir; members typically
pledge a year’s salary over a three-year
period. The mandir offers a spiritual haven
that stresses morals, ethics, and family values. It also serves as a cultural center for the
entire family.

Paresh Patel talks with seniors on
the grounds of the mandir.
The second stop was The Bremen
Museum, where the group toured the
acclaimed “Seeking Justice: The Leo Frank
Case Revisited,” an exhibition curated by
Sandy Berman. The Leo Frank incident was
one of the darkest moments of intolerance
in Atlanta’s history.
The exhibition probes the depths of the
Frank case in details not previously presented to the public. It includes sections—
Living Conditions in Atlanta, Immigration,
Working Conditions, Race Relations, and
the Era of the New South—that details what
life was like at the time and provides a context for understanding the local population’s mindset and the virulent antiSemitism that existed. Among the many
newspaper articles, photographs, and other
documents is the shocking photograph of
Leo Frank hanging from an oak tree in
Marietta. There is even a piece of bark from
the tree on display. Frank was the only Jew
in U.S. history to be lynched.
Helen Spiegel and Anita Eidex, who
are both Shearith Israel members, conduct-

ed the Breman tour. Herbert Kohn provided
an introduction to the exhibition while on
the bus.
The group’s last stop was the King
Center in the Martin Luther King Jr.
National Historic Site. The National Park
Service is responsible for the site, and park
rangers are on duty to conduct tours. The
CSI docent was Hyman Shapiro, a veteran
King Center volunteer. He shepherded the
group and turned them over to Pastor
Williams, a Baptist minister and park
ranger.

Pastor Williams, Frieda Socol, and
Volunteer Guide Hyman Shapiro prepare to lead a tour of the King
Center.
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Longevity has its limits
My Russian friends say to me, “I wish
you only good health—the rest you can buy
for yourself.” I like that, and it makes good
sense. Jews wish each other good health
and “you should live to be 120.”
(Presumably, that was Moses’ lifespan.) To
which I say, heaven forbid! It’s tiring to
think of trudging around for another 40
years.
On top of this longevity, medical
researchers are now talking about how living to 150 might be possible in the near
future. Please, dear Moses, how about my
splitting the difference with you—I’ll try
for 100, never mind the 120, and for sure
not to 150.
At this point—and I’m 82, so may I
brag a bit—almost all my parts are original
and MADE IN CHINA. The only parts
MADE IN THE USA are a few crowns over
the root canals. I do wear glasses for reading. Some original parts, including my
appendix and a few female thingamajigs,
have been removed, since I don’t need them
any longer.
Many of my fellow residents at my
retirement community have artificial knee
and hip joints, pacemakers, heart valves,
hearing aids, dentures, and a host of other
replacement parts. Many use canes, walk-

BY Balfoura Friend
Levine
ers, and wheelchairs. We have a few centenarians, quite a few 90-year-olds, and many
folks in their 80s.
Now, what will people do after they’re
100 and need to replace all those worn-out
parts again and again? Medicare and
Medicaid are almost broke now, and Social
Security is teetering on the brink, too. I
don’t think my children, who are now, in
effect, paying taxes for my Social Security
and more, will every see their retirement
checks when they are 65 or 70, or whatever
the age limit will be at that time.
Speaking of children and apropos of
nothing—a few weeks ago, I saw a segment
of a TV show that featured the ultimate act
of outsourcing. There is a clinic in India
where poor, but healthy, young women rent
their wombs, so to speak, to women who
can’t carry a pregnancy to term or don’t
want the inconvenience of a pregnancy.
(I’m guessing they’d like to skip morning
sickness or stretch marks or looking like a
beached whale.) Simply put, you
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bring/send your egg and sperm to the clinic, pay a huge fee—and nine months later,
voila—come and get your very own beautiful baby. The Indian woman is now able
to build a house for her family and educate
her children at the village school. Taking
that a step further, if you want a baby at 120
and can afford the price, you go for it, girl!
Some folks are pre-paying for cryogenics—to have their bodies frozen at time
of death, then “thawed” at some future date
when they can be revived. Is it me, or is
someone out there altogether nuts?
As for living to 150, include me out, as
the saying goes. I don’t want to burden my
kids and grandkids with supporting me, nor
will our government have enough money to

keep supplying us with Social Security
checks for an extra five decades.
My modest portfolio of stocks and
bonds will have long run out, and since I’m
not into computers, a second career is probably unlikely. Can you see me running an
ad in the papers? “Doddering centenarian
looking for employment. Must include full
medical coverage, room and board, and
transportation. Phone 123-456-7890, and
please speak loudly and slowly.”
Oh, pleeeez, spare me this horrible
future.
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Support the JNF, support Israel
By Todd Starr
As I write this article, Jews across the
world are mourning the horrendous terrorist
attack that killed eight rabbinical students
between the ages of 18-26. At the very same
time, families in Sderot sleep in bomb shelters
to shield themselves from Hamas-driven rockets shot daily from Gaza into Israel. Israel
needs our help.
Until a few years ago, I thought that the
Jewish National Fund (JNF) was an organization that simply planted trees in Israel. After
recently returning from a five-day JNF mission to Israel, I now understand the significant
role the JNF plays in everyday Israeli society.
Every donation made to the JNF directly
impacts the country. JNF partners with various dedicated organizations to support
forestry, water conservation, recycling, and
the development of new communities. JNF
also works to enhance security for Israeli citizens, foster valuable ecological innovation,
and encourage tourism and recreation by
rebuilding and preserving historical sites, as
well as building parks and recreation centers.
Fellow Atlantan Gregg Cohen and I were
invited on a life-changing mission to Israel by
Russell Robinson, CEO of the JNF, and his
Senior Advisor Zelig Chinitz. We toured
Israel and saw the country from the “JNF perspective.” By this, I mean that every stop we
made and everyone we met was working with
the JNF on a current project or soliciting JNF
for funds to start or upgrade one.
Our first stop was the Atlit “Illegal”

Immigration Detention Camp. JNF partnered
with the Society for Preservation of Israel
Heritage Sites to rebuild and preserve this
facility used by the British Army from 19431948 to detain “illegal” Jews attempting to
enter Palestine. The camp was surrounded by
barbed-wire fences and fit with guard towers.
As people were captured and placed in the
camp, they were divided by sex and forced to
shower. Can you imagine how Jews must
have felt, entering and then living in a camp
that resembled a concentration camp? JNF is
working to preserve this facility to educate
Israelis and tourists about the persecution
Jews faced, even in Palestine. When it is complete, all soldiers in the army will visit the
camp as part of their training.
Our next stop was Kiryat Shmona. Here,
JNF replanted over a million trees that were
destroyed by Katyusha rockets fired by

Zelig Chinitz, Gregg Cohen, Russell
Robinson, Todd Starr, and a guide
at Atlit

Overhead view of Misgav Am
Hezbollah from Lebanon during last summer’s war. JNF’s dedication to reforesting this
area will combat desertification and protect
watersheds. In addition, JNF’s support will
help to green the landscape and balance
Israel’s precious ecosystem. Planting trees
also has a symbolic meaning. This act sends a
message to the world that Jews are a permanent fixture in the land of Israel.
We continued our journey to Misgav Am,
on the Lebanese border. At this site, we met
with the mother and father of a 27-year-old
Israeli soldier killed in last summer’s war.
Keren Kayemeth Israel (KKL), JNF’s sister
organization in Israel, built a memorial podium at this site, which overlooks the Lebanese
border, where the war took place. JNF is
working to enhance this memorial by upgrading its walkway and making it accessible to
those with disabilities. This site is important
because it will educate and remind us that
Israel’s young men and women make sacrifices every day to ensure Israel’s survival.
After leaving this breathtaking memorial,
we headed west on the northernmost road
along the Lebanese border. This new security
road is ten feet lower than the old road that
used to follow the border. It was strategically
built by the JNF to allow Israelis to safely
travel by car without fear of sniper attacks.
Such roads have proved invaluable to the
safety of all Israelis.
As we continued our journey, we visited
the Hula Birdwatching Center in the Hula
Valley, a small strip of land that is a migration
strip for millions of birds traveling between
Asia and Africa annually. The JNF helped
finance the building and upgrades of the center, which will be one of the finest bird viewing centers in the entire world.
We also visited multiple parks, playgrounds, and recreation areas. The JNF has
built over one thousand of these sites, including “soldier family picnic sites” located just
outside military bases, where the heroic men
and woman of the Israeli defense forces share
time with their loved ones. These sites have
helped Israeli families remain connected during times of peace and war.
Our mission concluded with a trip to the
South and a tour of parts of the Negev desert.
Our first visit was to the Ashalim/Ramat
Negev research facility. The JNF helps
finance this facility, which develops innovative farming techniques to grow plants, fruits,
and vegetables in desert conditions. In the
middle of the desert and under wind-blown
tents, scientists grow vine-ripe tomatoes,

Zelig Chinitz, Gregg Cohen and
Todd Starr overlooking Misgav Am
flowers, and other vegetables. It is absolutely
incredible. These innovations will literally
make the desert bloom. Breakthroughs of this
kind are essential if Israel is to succeed in
making the desert a viable place to live.
The Negev desert encompasses approximately 60% of Israel’s land. Currently, twenty percent of Israelis live there. During our
next stop, we spent time with the founders of
the OR Movement, which encourages Israeli
citizens to move to the Negev and Galilee
regions. JNF’s involvement with this organization centers around a project called
Blueprint Negev, which includes developing a
“river walk” that will run through Be’er
Sheva. It will include upscale housing, restaurants, walking paths, and green space. Its goal
is to lure Israelis to relocate to the desert from
the current population centers (Tel Aviv,
Haifa, and Jerusalem).
Although I have toured Israel multiple
times before this mission, the five days I spent
experiencing Israel looking through a “JNF
lens” opened my eyes to Israel’s needs and the
value of our direct support. The JNF’s work in
Israel directly impacts Israel’s citizens every
day. Whether it is increasing drinking water
created by recycling it, building security
roads, developing parks or green space, or
developing residential communities and agriculture in the Negev desert, supporting JNF is
an excellent way to support Israel. I encourage
you to do so by visiting www.jnf.org or calling the local JNF office.
Finally, it’s time for all Jews to support
Israel. Regardless of your charity of choice,
Israel needs your support now.
Todd Starr lives in Alpharetta with his wife
and two kids. He is active in many Jewish
organizations and is on the board of the JNF
and Gesher L’ Torah.
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Remembering Leman Rosenberg
The death of Leman Rosenberg hit me
harder than a Joe Louis punch.
Leman was like a member of the family. So were his parents, and so were his
wife and son. Leman’s dad, a medical doctor, delivered me, my brother, and my sister. He was our family physician. He took
care of my mother and my dad, as well as
my siblings and me. Leman’s mother and
my mother were writers and close friends.
They both published books of poetry and
were each other’s editors. Leman’s wife,
the former Barbara Yarn, was a schoolmate
of my sister. The Yarn family and the Asher
family were almost next-door neighbors.
Now, about Leman. He was seven
years my senior. When I was a kid (some
people say I still am) I use to watch him
play tennis at the old, old Standard Club—
not the one on Peachtree, but the one on
Ponce de Leon. After his tennis games
ended, he always came over and talked
with me. And whether he won or lost, he
always had a smile for me and a few chosen
words of encouragement about my future.
Leman was there when I got in a fist
fight with Jack Braile. As best as I recall, I
swung a round-house right, and Jack
ducked. I wrapped my right around a light
pole and broke my arm in four places.
“Take him to the hospital,” someone said,
and I replied loud enough to be heard at
Gold’s delicatessen, “You are not taking me
to the hospital; you are taking me to Dr.
Rosenberg.”
And someone did.
Although Leman and I did not see
much of each other until 45 years ago, we
kept in touch by telephone.
Forty-five years ago, I went into the
life insurance business, and guess whom I
called on first? Leman not only bought a
policy from me but also referred me to his
closest friends and relatives. When I told
them Leman sent me, they all bought a policy from me.
Leman took me to see his son play
Gray-Y football, and it took only one game
to know that Leman L. Rosenberg, Jr.,
a.k.a. Buzzy, was headed for greatness.
At Atlanta’s Northside High School,
Buzzy was All-City, All-State, and AllSouthern. Buzzy was only 5’ 7” tall, but he
was a master on pass defense, intercepting,

BY Gene
Asher
and knocking down enemy aerials. He simply out-jumped his much taller opposition.
Said his Northside coach, the late
Wayman Creel, “Inch for inch, Buzzy is the
finest football player I ever saw.”
Buzzy had his pick of most any college
in the Southeast, but his heart had been set
on the University of Georgia, his daddy’s
alma mater, since the Gray-Y days.
At Georgia, he was no less a star than
he was at Northside. The first time he
touched the football, before Georgia even
had the ball, was on a punt return in New
Orleans against the Tulane Green Wave.
Buzzy took the game’s first punt and
returned it 50 yards for a touchdown. This
was a harbinger of things to come.
He led the Bulldogs in punt returns as
a sophomore, junior, and senior. He led the
Bulldogs in pass interceptions as a sophomore. He set a record for the most punt
return yardage in one game against Oregon
State, with 202 yards on five returns in
1971. He had 436 yards for the season. He
had six interceptions as a sophomore.
In 1999, I bought a Chrysler convertible and two CDs of college fight songs.
Until ‘05, Leman liked nothing better than
to ride in the convertible with the top down
and the CDs going full blast, with “Hail to
the victors valiant...Old Notre Dame will
win over all” and other famous collegiate
songs. Unfortunately for us, I had no
recording of “Glory, Glory to Old
Georgia.”
About two years ago, Leman became
ill, and our convertible rides became few
and far between. Eventually, they stopped
altogether, but Leman and I talked on the
telephone.
Leman is gone now, so there will be no
more phone calls. But there will be great
memories, and Leman will live in my heart
until the day I die.
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Greater Atlanta Hadassah honors area teens at Chesed Awards
TEENS WHO CARE. Pictured, from left: (back
row) Samuel Mindel, Matthew Prince, Sarah
Queen, Rachel Whitlock, Michelle Heidt, Alex
Jose, Jane Diener, Taylor Amsler, and Philip
Gibbs; (middle row) Deborah Hoffman, Rachel
Stein, Matthew Greene, Gil Goldshlager,
Sydney Korshak, Rachel Lewis, and Mollie
Benjamin; (front row) Chaya Halpern and
Tammy Bronstein. Not pictured: Alisha
Blumstein, Naomi Benveniste, Adina Beiner,
Esther Clark, and Yehudis Chana Tendler

Twenty-three Atlanta area Jewish teens
were honored at Greater Atlanta Hadassah’s
17th Annual Hadassah Chesed Student
Awards Program, Sunday, April 13. Since
1992, the Chesed Awards have recognized
teens who exemplify many of the values
and ideals that are of paramount importance
to Hadassah and its members.
“Chesed” is a Hebrew word meaning
an act of kindness. Each participating
Jewish day school or synagogue religious
school selects one student for this honor.
Students in grades 7-12 are eligible.

Selection criteria include: love for Israel,
concern for Jews and Jewish culture and
heritage, concern for fellow human beings
as exemplified through manner and deed,
and acceptable academic standing.
This year’s awards ceremony was held
at Congregation Or Hadash at the Weber
School. Rabbi Dr. Analia Bortz was the
guest speaker. Award recipients were given
a Hadassah paperweight and certificate.
The recipients and the organizations
that nominated them are Taylor Amsler, The
Temple; Adina Beiner, The Epstein School;

Mollie Benjamin, Temple Kol Emeth;
Naomi Benveniste, Congregation Or
Hadash; Alisha Blumstein, Ahavath Achim
Synagogue;
Tammy
Bronstein,
Congregation Beth Shalom; Emma
“Esther” Clark, Yeshiva Atlanta High
School; Jane Diener, Congregation Dor
Tamid; Philip Gibbs, Temple Sinai; Gil
Goldshlager, Congregation Etz Chaim;
Matthew Greene, Temple Kehillat Chaim;
Chaya Halpern, Congregation Beth Jacob;
Michelle Heidt, Congregation B’nai Torah;
Deborah Hoffman, The Weber School; Alex

Jose, Temple Emanu-El; Sydney Korshak,
Temple Beth Tikvah; Rachel Lewis,
Temima High School for Girls; Samuel
Mindel, Congregation Shearith Israel;
Matthew Prince, Congregation Gesher
L’Torah; Sarah Queen, Greenfield Hebrew
Academy; Rachel Stein, The Davis
Academy; Yehudis Chana Tendler, Torah
Day School; and Rachel Whitlock, Temple
Beth David.

Atlanta’s Oldest Synagogue – and Newest
Friday, July 4, 2008 @ The Temple
It’s Going to be a Blast! • Casual Dress
Bring a Friend...All Are Welcome

Help us welcome Rabbi Peter Berg & Rabbi Loren Lapidus at their first worship service
Featuring Bruce Benson—a guiding voice in Jewish music for the last 30 years. From creative
services in the 60’s to nationally renown Cantor, Bruce Benson has left his mark upon the contemporary music of Jewish America. His album THE JAZZ SERVICE, recorded with jazz great KENNY G,
has received critical acclaim.

Rabbi Peter Berg

5:30PM–6:00PM —Unwind with Wine & Beer
Enjoy a sip before services

8:00PM—Americana Song Fest
with Cantor Bruce Benson

5:30PM–6:00PM—Kids Craft Project

9:00PM—Ice Cream Cart & View
Lenox Fireworks
from our Parking Deck

6:00PM–7:00PM—Shabbat Service
Rabbis Berg, Reeves & Lapidus &
Cantors Bruce Benson & Deborah Numark
7:00PM—Fried Chicken Dinner
Members: Adults $10, Children ages 12 & under: $5. Nonmembers: Adults $15, children ages 12 & under $5. Veggie
option available upon request. Send check to The Temple or
to make your reservation by credit card, please call The
Temple office 404-873-1731 or email jschmidt@thetemple.org. RSVP by June 30.

Rabbi Loren
Lapidus

Cantor Bruce Benson

Join
Our
Family

Babysitting for children up
to age 5, reservations
required.

Synaplex is a flexible format of cultural, educational, spiritual and social events offering expanded opportunities to learn,
gather, pray and enjoy together. Synaplex is an initiative of STAR (Synagogues: Transformation and Renewal) and is a philanthropic partnership of the Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation, Jewish Life Network/Steinhardt Foundation
and The Samuel Bronfman Foundation. Synaplex at The Temple is made possible by the Marcus Foundation.

1589 Peachtree Street, NE
Atlanta, GA 30309
404-873-1731
www.the-temple.org
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Schwartz on sports
The last time I saw Norman Lebedin
was about five years ago at Beth Jacob
Synagogue during the high holidays, where
he has been a member since its inception.
Norm was in his regular aisle seat.
After the services, we had an opportunity to catch up on what was happening in
our lives. When we got around to talking
about sports, Norm told me that he had been
playing in the Gwinnett County Senior
Softball League in the 60+ Division and
really enjoys it. In fact, he said he was a better hitter now in the slow-pitch league than
he was during his AJCC playing days. He
had also played on the All Star Tournament
team that traveled all over the country. He
served as commissioner and tried to encourage me to play.
Since I stopped playing softball in
1988, I hadn’t fielded a ground ball or taken
a swing in an actual game. I told Norm my
softball days were over, but I did make a
mental note that this would be a good future
column. So, I contacted Norm and we met
in April at the MJCCA to continue our conversation.

Norman Lebedin and Jerry Schwartz
talking about the good old days
Norm was active in the AJCC Sports
Program for over 40 years. He and Harold
Post, the Health and Physical Education
director, initiated the first Men’s Basketball
League in 1965; Norm was its first commissioner and a captain of one of the four
teams in the league.
They played full court but had some
interesting rules that included no fast breaks
and no guarding a player once he got a
rebound and took a dribble or made a pass
after the other team shot the ball. These
rules were due to a concern that guys
weren’t in good enough shape to play a
pressing, fast-break game, and they wanted
to encourage as many people to join the
league as possible. For a guy who played
for the Fort Polk Army Team in a very competitive league, it seemed crazy to me, but I
was new to Atlanta in 1966, wanted to play
basketball and wanted to meet some Jewish

Best Friend Park in Gwinnett County to
practice and play a doubleheader every
week and keep improving that batting average. Not bad for an 81-year-old Jewish
Georgian.
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

BY Jerry
Schwartz
guys, so I signed up.
As we talked about the league’s early
years, Norm told me that as a captain of
Leb’s Lions, he had the very first pick in the
draft and took Mike Nemeroff. (So, there’s
a good trivia question. Who was the first
player ever selected for the Men’s Adult
Basketball League, which is now in its 44th
year of existence?) Some of the other guys
who played in that initial year were Ray
Taratoot, Donny Diamond, Randy
Feinberg, Hal Krafchick, Lenny Levy,
Marvin Silverman, and my brother, Kenny.
Norm was a basketball captain ten times
and a softball captain five times. I told him
that the first and only time I served as a captain in the full-court league was in 1981,
and Norm was a member of our championship team, along with Bobby Hyman,
Rich Oxman, Herb Orlansky, and Gary
Schmerling.
Norm was also instrumental in starting
a jogging club, the “Early Birds,” at the
AJCC on Peachtree in the mid-’60s. The
guys would meet at 5:30 a.m., warm up, run
up and down Peachtree Street, take a swim,
and then go to work. Bob Chisholm helped
expand the club’s membership. Some of the
other members included Marvin Botnick,
Morris Benveniste, Len Levey, Milton
Crane, George Stern, Sam Appel, Donald
“Moose” Miller, Stan Schwartz, Arnold
“Gabby” Balser, Paul Miller, and Charlie
Ackerman.
I asked Norm about how he ended up in
Atlanta and, of course, about the famous
Leb’s Restaurant, a downtown landmark
from 1952-70. Norm entered the U.S. Navy
during World War II in 1943 and spent four
years serving his country. After his discharge, he moved to Miami Beach, attended
the University of Miami, and graduated in
1952. I also graduated from the University
of Miami, so we are fellow “Canes” and
talked about Miami during the time we
lived there.
Norm came to Atlanta in 1952 to help
run his Uncle Charlie’s restaurant, Leb’s,
and has been here ever since. His father and
brother owned a Leb’s in Jacksonville, so
the restaurant was a big part of his family.
After Leb’s closed, Norm bought a
restaurant on Buford Highway, Jocko’s
Pizza, a popular place for JCC guys to eat
after basketball and softball games. He’s
been married to Edythe for 52 years, and
they have three sons, David, Jeff, and Mike,
and three grandchildren.
Now, Norm stays active with daily
workouts at Crunch at Tower Place and
working for H&R Block during tax season.
His softball season has started and will continue until July, so he’ll be heading out to

I ran into Jonathan Ginsberg in the
MJCCA locker room, and he told me how
much he enjoys the “Where Are They
Now?” section, where we try to locate people who were once active in the Jewish
Georgia sports scene. Whenever I list a few
missing persons, I usually get a call or email telling me what’s become of that person. Sometimes, they’re still living in the
Atlanta area. Here are a few more names
from the past. If you know of their whereabouts,
let
me
know
at
drjsch7@comcast.net, and I’ll include an
update in a future column.
BOB BUCK. Bob played in the AJCC
Men’s Softball League in the late ‘70s and
‘80s. He was 6’ 5”, so he was hard to miss
while he played first base. He made a great
target. Unfortunately, I never played on his
team, so my throws from short to first had
to be more accurate.
BILL SAMUELS. Bill played in the AJCC
Men’s Basketball League in the mid-’80s.
He was a really nice guy and enthusiastic
but not a very good basketball player. His
two-hand set shot was not very accurate,
but he always tried hard. Somehow, he
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always ended up on Andy Harrison’s team,
which meant he’d get a first-place trophy
every year.
JOEL DERKETSCH. I actually gave this
“Where Are They Now?” challenge to Hal
Krafchick, but he could never give me any
definite information. Joel played in the
AJCC Men’s Basketball League in the ‘80s.
He was a big, strong, husky guy who could
score from the outside and take it to the basket. You were in for a “bruising” time when
you played his team.
MARK AUERBACH. He was an outstanding racquetball player in the ‘70s. When the
new addition was completed for the
Peachtree JCC, it included a gym and four
racquetball courts. Hal Krafchick organized
the first racquetball tournament, and I got to
play Mark in the finals, where he beat me
easily. One of these days, racquetball will
have a rebirth. I can’t figure out why its
popularity waned after the ‘70s and ‘80s.
It’s easier to learn and a better workout than
tennis, less expensive, and you don’t have
to worry about the weather.
ART SESNOVICH. He played basketball at
the AJCC in the ‘80s. In 1984, the JCC
hosted the Shimmy Berman Basketball
Tournament to honor the memory of the
community leader who was involved and
supported the sports program at the
Chattanooga JCC. Art was on one of the
See SPORTS, page 22
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Greenfield students advance in ExploraVision competition
Greenfield Hebrew Academy 6thgraders Stella Maslia and Adam Brasch are
regional winners in the 4th-6th Grade category of the 16th annual Toshiba/National
Science
Teachers
Association
ExploraVision Awards program, one of the
world’s largest K-12 student science and
technology competitions. Their winning
project, titled Holo(edu)graphy, applies
groundbreaking hologram technology to
education. Stella and Adam’s entry was one
of only 24 regional winners from a total of
4,527 team entries, representing the participation of 14,042 students from the United
States and Canada.
The ExploraVision competition evaluates entrants in six different regions across
the U.S. and Canada in four grade levels.
The Atlanta students are winners in the program’s Region 3, which includes Florida,
Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina,

Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands.
ExploraVision, sponsored by Toshiba
and administered by the National Science
Teachers Association (NSTA), challenges
students to research scientific principles and
current technologies as the basis for designing innovative technologies that could exist
in 20 years and improve quality of life.
Students work in teams of two to four.
Since the program’s inception, almost
245,000 students have participated. Among
this year’s regional winners were solutions
for helping human beings become better
stewards of the environment and breakthroughs that could help healthcare practitioners provide patients with new, more
effective therapies for a variety of ailments.
Coached by their teacher, Sarah
Topper, Stella and Adam envisioned a revolutionary teaching system that would use
cutting-edge transmission holography tech-

nology to create “living lessons” that would
happen in the middle of the classroom. A
single-button remote would use a radio signal to change the colors of the holographic
figures, as well as play or pause them as
required by the flow of the lecture.
Sixty-eight judges—including science
educators, scientists, and engineers—evaluated the written entries and selected the
regional winners. The projects were judged
on innovative ideas that combine imagination with scientific principles.
For the next phase of the competition,
the winning teams will create working websites and prototypes of their inventions.
Eight finalist teams—four first-place and
four second-place—will be selected. These
teams, along with their coaches and families, will be invited to attend the
ExploraVision Gala Awards Weekend in
Washington, D.C., in June.

Sports

gle handedly. I know where Barry is today,
but where is Art now?

You know it’s time to retire when:
• your idea of “killing the clock” is hitting
the snooze button when the alarm goes off
Sunday morning;
• your idea of “putting on the tag” is picking it up after it falls off the pair of socks
you are considering buying;
• your definition of “traveling” is going on
a cruise to Bermuda in December;
• the opposing team stops guarding you and
encourages you to shoot;
• the only “touches” you’re getting in the

From page 21
two Atlanta teams that were entered. He
was an excellent player, was quick, and
could jump out of the gym. I was one of his
teammates and can remember losing a
game to the Chattanooga team, whom we
thought we’d beat handily. They had a guy
named Barry Brouner, whom we had never
seen play before, and he almost beat us sin-

So, Jewish Georgians, help me locate
these “Where Are They Now” guys.
MAYBE IT’S TIME
I just turned 66 and have been playing
in various JCC sports leagues since 1966.
Whenever it’s time to sign up again, I start
to wonder....

Toshiba representative Douglas
Littrell and Sarah Topper and 6thgraders Stella Maslia and Adam
Brasch

game involve taking the ball out of bounds
after a basket is scored;
• in racquetball, you hit a ceiling shot when
you meant to hit a kill shot;
• when you warm up before a game, you
sound like your favorite cereal—snap,
crackle, and pop;
• “charging the net” for tennis has something to do with your Visa card.
Until next time, drive for the bucket
and score.
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NORTH POINT VOLVO’S

Summertime Specials
NORTHPOINT
VOLVO ADVANTAGE
The

SAVE OVER $7,000

2008 XC90 3.2
PURCHASE FROM

$

29,954*

FREE REPLACEMENT TIRES
You have to service your vehicle
somewhere.Simply return to our
service department to perform all of your
factory recommended service and we’ll
replace your tires for free!

MSRP $36,955

EASYCARE KEY REPLACEMENT
Losing a key can be very expensive. We’ll
provide free key replacement for
1 year…and help you get
your lost keys back.

EASYCARE PERSONAL
ASSISTANT
We give you 90 minutes of our
North Point Volvo EasyCare Personal
Assistant. . .your own personal
24/7 assistant. It’s like OnStar®
but better because it’s
on your cell phone. Anything, Anywhere,
Anytime!

$1000 ADDITIONAL TRADE IN
VALUE GUARANTEE
NORTHPOINT VOLVO FREE
ANNUAL APPRAISAL

2008 C30

SAVE OVER $2,000

PURCHASE FROM

$

22,989*
MSRP $24,990

STATE INSPECTION FOR LIFE
48 HOUR EXCHANGE POLICY
FULL TANK OF GAS AND
DETAIL AT DELIVERY
SERVICE LOANER WITH
WARRANTY WORK

* Specials end 6/30/08

northpointvolvo.com

678-365-0600
1570 Mansell Road • Alpharetta
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THE

Jewish Georgian
Kosher Affairs
By Roberta Scher
As summer approaches, my thoughts
turn to one of my favorite hobbies—which
is, naturally, related to eating. In my house,
the nightly menu shifts to whatever dishes I
can create with the fresh herbs, cucumbers,
and tomatoes growing in my very small and
very limited garden.
This year, however, I anticipate many
new and fresh summer menu possibilities. I
have joined the Tuv Ha’Aretz Community
Supported Agriculture (CSA) program at
Congregation Shearith Israel, which is affiliated with Hazon. For 20 weeks from May
through September, I will be picking up my
share of locally grown, certified natural
produce delivered direct from Taylorganic
Farm.
The farm, owned and operated by Neil
Taylor, is located in Ellenwood, just 30

Neil Taylor, owner and operator of
TaylOrganic Farm
minutes southeast of Atlanta. My family
and I visited recently and were introduced
to the farm and the farmer. Neil Taylor
moved to the Atlanta area 15 years ago and
purchased 14 acres of farmland. On a shoestring budget, he persevered and toiled

Atlanta Scholars Kollel has
inspired Atlantans for 20 years
In 1987, three young rabbis and their
families founded the Atlanta Scholars
Kollel. From those humble beginnings,
the organization has grown to 10 rabbis
who teach over 1,000 people each month.
To celebrate its 20th anniversary, the
Atlanta Scholars Kollel hosted its Jewish
Unity Live 2008 Dinner of Tribute on
March 2. Close to 500 people attended
the gala event at the Intercontinental
Hotel Buckhead.
Since 1987, the Atlanta Scholars
Kollel has brought pioneering programs
and classes to Georgia, such as Lunch ‘N
Learns, Hebrew Crash Courses, and
Shabbat Across America. It now offers a
wide array of programs for high school
students, college students, and adults.
“Over the past two decades, the
Kollel has set the standard for adult
Jewish education in our community
through an innovative outreach approach
to Jews of all streams,” said Charlotte
Marks, Jewish Unity Live event co-chair.
To appropriately mark this milestone, the Kollel honored Mike Leven
and two of his sons, Jon and Rob, for their

service to Atlanta’s Jewish and business
communities.

Honorees Rob, Mike, and Jon
Leven
Mike Leven is vice-chairman of the
Marcus Foundation and founder and
retired chair of U.S. Franchise Systems.
Jon is the CEO of National Golf Products
See ASK, page 29

about 1,500 hours on a Bobcat, readying the
land, testing the soil, and then planting by
hand.
Neil says that he came upon chemicalfree farming “naturally.” He was raised in
Kentucky, where his father chose natural
gardening because he couldn’t afford the
chemicals.
Neil believes that just as children need
a good foundation to thrive, so do plants,
and he places much time and energy into
balancing his soil. How much time does it
take to work and manage a farm?
According to Neil, the answer is at least 12
hours a day, most days.
OK, so what is Community Supported
Agriculture? It is a way for the food buying
public to create a relationship with a farm
and receive weekly produce direct from that
farm. By making a financial commitment to
a farm, people become “members” (shareholders) of the CSA. Most CSA farmers
prefer that members pay for the season upfront. Some CSAs also request that members work a small number of hours on the
farm during the growing season. (No, my
visit and tour probably don’t count!)

Elise Eplan and Jana Eplan weighing
and picking up their produce at the
Shearith Israel CSA
Tuv Ha’Aretz, Hazon’s CommunitySupported Agriculture program, enables the
Jewish community to support local, sustainable agriculture, preserve farmland, and
build community. Members pick up their
fresh produce once a week from their synagogue or JCC for the entire growing season.
The number of CSAs in the United States
was estimated at 50 in 1990 and has since

See KOSHER, page 28

Hermi’s Bridge
By Evie Wolfe
Architect Cecil Alexander celebrated
his 90th birthday in March, and though he
is no longer designing buildings, Cecil is
still engaged in many different projects.
Near the top of the list is the restoration of
Hermi’s Bridge, the single-lane auto bridge
across the Chattahoochee River at Paces
Ferry Road.
Built in 1903, the bridge replaced
a ferryboat that had operated for years, even
before Atlanta became a city. It served its
purpose, but by 1974, when a two-lane concrete bridge was erected, it was abandoned.
Cecil and his wife Hermione (Hermi) lived
nearby and became interested in saving the
old steel truss bridge. They led a drive to
keep it as a pedestrian crossing. Hermi was
dedicated to the project and raised money
to support it.
When Hermi was killed in an automobile wreck in 1983, Cecil was seriously
injured. Michael Lomax, chairman of the
Fulton County Commission, visited him in
the hospital and asked if he could do anything for him. Cecil said, “Yes, name the
old Paces Ferry Bridge for Hermi.” Today,
Hermi’s Bridge stands as a memorial to a
dedicated woman who strove to keep it

Hermi’s Bridge considered pedestrian safe in 1992 (photo: Joe Maher
for The Lovett School)
from destruction. Hermi was the first
female on the Fulton County Jury
See HERMI’S BRIDGE, page 29
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• Nova Lox & Bagel
• Fresh Brisket
• Corned Beef & Pastrami Reuben
• Homemade Short Ribs
• Old-Fashioned Stuffed Cabbage
• Where Traditional Matzo Ball Soup
is Made Fresh Everyday

Open 24/7
3620 Roswell Road • Atlanta, GA
Call for Reservations

404-816-9090

May-June 2008

AAA Travel Agency

is the largest leisure travel agency in the country.
We are in YOUR neighborhood!
One-of-a-kind, deluxe, escorted tours for the discerning traveller
One-of-a-kind, deluxe, escorted tours for the discerning traveller
Rocky Mountaineer Rail Vacations from $1999 for this summer
Call for details on Fairmont gift cards up to $600
Royal Caribbean summer sale through June 15
Mediterranean cruises from $699
South America cruises from $1099
Caribbean cruises from $329
Alaska cruises from $649
Call for details on free Spa Treatment or up to $200 off
Join us for our Onstage Alaska event - Oct 2. RSVP required.
(More exclusive offers available. Nonmembers also welcome)

Sandy Springs / Buckhead
4540B Roswell Rd
Atlanta, Ga 30342

404 843 4500
Rates based on double occupancy. Other restrictions may apply. Call for details.
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Sports Hall of Fame needs to
recognize these achievers
Once again, the Georgia Sports Hall of
Fame has blown it.
It passed over Dr. Noah N. Langdale,
Jr., for membership. Now it is too late for
him to smell the roses. He died February
23, one week after being snubbed again by
the Georgia Sports Hall of Fame. The ‘08
induction has come and gone.
If there ever was a miscarriage of justice, it is in the case of Noah Langdale. He
was selected to the Sports Illustrated Silver
Anniversary All-American football team.
He served as state chairman of the National
Football Hall of Fame. He served on the
first President’s Commission of the
National Collegiate Athletic Association,
composed of 22 university presidents, for
10 years. He spoke at college and high
school football banquets all over the country as well as the nation’s top Touchdown
Clubs, including Touchdown Club of
Atlanta.
What is ironic is that Langdale was
asked to serve as chairman of the Georgia
Sports Hall of Fame in its second year of
existence, when it needed a powerhouse
like him to move it forward. Which he did.
And what did the Georgia Sports Hall of
Fame do for Langdale? Nothing. Talk about
chutzpah.
In 1957, Langdale became president of
the Atlanta Division of the University of
Georgia and ultimately turned what was a
parking garage into an esteemed educational institution. Under Langdale’s leadership,
G e o rgia State College became Georg i a
State University, a thriving campus that
now has an enrollment of more than
30,000.
Langdale was a starting tackle on
Alabama’s 1941 football team that defeated
Texas A&M and the mighty John
Kimbrough, 29-21, in the Cotton Bowl. He
was line coach of the 1942 Alabama team
that defeated Boston College, 37-21, in the
Orange Bowl.
He served his country in World War II
as a combat officer in the U.S. Navy.

BY Gene
Asher
Yes, it is too late for Noah to smell the
roses, but I hope the Georgia Sports Hall of
Fame will learn from this insult and not
permit it to happen again.
Two other worthy candidates, Ron
Blomberg, baseball’s first designated hitter
and an eight-year player with the New York
Yankees, and Leman L. (Buzzy)
Rosenberg, Jr., an All-Southeastern
Conference choice at the University of
Georgia, are long past due to be honored
with admittance to the Georgia Sports Hall
of Fame.
B l o m b e rg had a combined batting
average of .306. His bat is the Baseball
Hall of Fame. So why can’t Blomberg be
recognized by the Georgia Sports Hall of
Fame?
The right thing to do is to admit
Blomberg, Rosenberg, and Langdale now,
before all of them are planted at Crest
Lawn.
P.S.—You might also admit Erskine Mayer.
All he did was have back-to-back twentyone-game winning seasons for the
Philadelphia Phillies, helping the Phils into
the 1915 World Series.

4455 Roswell Road
Atlanta, Georgia 30342
404-255-4312
www.presstine.com
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Kosher
From page 25
grown to over 1,000. Farmer Neil’s various
CSAs currently serve 105 families, and
they’re growing. Members can expect a
wide variety of produce, but there is no
guarantee as to the exact amount or type. It
is totally weather- and nature-dependent.
Neil surprises his members each week. I
can’t wait!
For more information or to check on
membership (there was a waiting list last
year), visit shearith.organic.googlepages.
com. To find out more about the farm, go to
taylorganic.com.
BEACH BOOKS FOR
FELLOW FOODIES
For a great collection of simple, nutritious recipes using seasonal fruits and vegetables, try Mollie Katzen’s Recipes:
Salads, a new Ten Speed Press publication.
Similar to the popular Mollie Katzen’s
Recipes:
S o u p s, this
book is presented in a
concise
easel format
and contains
many
of
Katzen’s
classic salads, as well
as several
new creations. For more information and to
browse a huge selection of recipes, visit
molliekatzen.com.
Also from Ten Speed Press is Bon
Appétit Y’all by native Georgian and classically trained French chef Virginia Willis.
This book is a true gem, especially for this
almost native Georgian (since 1959) who
loves Southern food! The book includes
stories and family recipes of three generations of Southern home cooks, presented
and updated by Willis. Combining family
tales, Southern lore, and recipes, Willis
offers how-to’s on authentic homemade
dishes such as Southern fried chicken,
hushpuppies, “funeral” grits, and pecan pie.
Although some of the recipes are challenging to convert to kosher, y’all, I sure do love
this book!
It’s a bit hefty to hold while you’re
lounging in that beach chair, but you can
learn to eat your veggies and enjoy them,
too, with How to Cook Everything
Vegetarian by
New
York
Times columnist
Mark
Bittman. This
995-page,
2,000-recipe
volume, published
by
Wiley, is the
must-have,
how-to book
for cooking everything vegetarian. Bittman
says he wrote the book to “convince every-

one, including myself, to increase the proportion of plant-based foods in our diets.”
This book makes cooking vegetarian more
understandable, simple, and fun to explore.
Most recipes include suggested variations. I
am a fan of Bittman’s New York Times
weekly column, “The Minimalist,” in which
he shares simple recipes prepared with just
a few ingredients and short preparation
times. (Go to Nytimes.com and search for
“Minimalist.”)
ODD AND ENDS
You “knead” to know that Simcha
Bakery at Toco Hill has a new owner, Terry
Tenenbaum, who will be expanding the
bakery’s offerings with on-site baked specialty breads, cakes, pastries, and confections.
In response to customer requests—and
on special order—Ali’s Bakery is now
offering some of its cookies and its signature chocolate chip cookie cake certified as
“made on dairy equipment,” which allows
the cookies to be served after (not with) a
meat meal. The bakery is located at 1255
Johnson Ferry Road, in Marietta. Call 770971-8566.
Reynolds Handi-Vac Vacuum Sealer
follow-up: As I wrote in my last column, I
promised to report on this new gadget, so
here goes. Since I am technically challenged, it took me several tries (OK, 8-10)
to get the hang of it. However, once I did, I
just sealed my heart out! It was easy and
fun. I sealed the Passover leftovers—nuts,
soup, meat, kugel—everything. There will
be no freezer burn on any of it. Anyone
want some matzoh meal cookies?
Xocai brand chocolates are delicious,
dark, rich, and satisfying; they are also high
in antioxidants and flavenols. Xocai’s
chocolate squares and chocolate nuggets are
certified kosher. Check them out at healthychocolatesusa.com, or contact the local distributor, Margie Erdoes, at 404-851-1691.
FOOD FOR THOUGHT
I recall with loving nostalgia the times
my family drove across the Georg e
Washington Bridge in our 1956 Plymouth,
heading to the Paradise Inn bungalow
colony in South Fallsburg, New York.
Summer in the Catskills meant family time
spent with numerous cousins and aunts—
and, on weekends, uncles, too. For a Bronx
girl who grew up with one solitary tree on
an entire city block, summer in the Borscht
Belt was like a trip across continents. Even
cooking and meals were communal events.
Therefore, it is understandable that I found
99 Geiger Road, Donna Schatz’s documentary of just such a bungalow colony, deeply
meaningful. This film tells the story of the
Four Season’s Lodge and its tight-knit community, all Holocaust survivors, who have
been sharing summers together for almost
30 years. It details their lives, past and present, the joys of bungalow colony living, and
the inevitable changes brought about by
aging, the passage of time, and the proposed
sale of the colony. For more information,
visit 99geigerroad.com. To inquire about

screening this memorable film, contact
Donna Schatz at info@99geigerroad.com
or 804-233-5283.
What’s cooking?
This column is meant to provide the reader
with current trends and developments in the
kosher marketplace and lifestyle. Since
standards of kashruth certification vary,
check with the AKC or your local kashruth
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authority to confirm reliability. If you are
searching for a hard-to-find kosher ingredi ent, need help with a kosher substitution, or
have a kosher food question, please contact
us, and we will do our best to find the
answer! We ask that you share your discov eries with us and look forward to hearing
from
you.
E-mail
kosheraffairs@gmail.com.
Also, See RECIPES, page 29

Try these recipes from Chef Skiber
Billy Skiber, executive chef of the
Grand Hyatt Hotel in Atlanta, grew up in
New York in a family that loved food; his
father was a butcher, his brother a chef.

Chef Skiber
Chef Skiber began his culinary career
as a teenager, working in restaurants
around his native Long Island, in trendy
spots in the posh Hamptons, and later in
prominent establishments in Manhattan.
Joining Hyatt Hotels & Resorts in
1994, Chef Skiber began cooking in Hyatt
kitchens in Los Angeles, San Antonio, and
Palm Desert. He was promoted to the position of executive chef at the oceanfront
San Diego Hyatt Islandia, where he was
honored numerous times for outstanding
culinary achievement. Chef Skiber takes
pride in developing creative and sumptuous dishes in the Hyatt’s state-of-the-art
kosher kitchen. His goal is to take kosher
cuisine to new levels.
Exclusive to The Jewish Georgian,
Chef Skiber has provided the following
recipes.

Southern Collard Greens
2 pounds collard greens
1/2 cup canola oil

2 each medium onions, 1/2 inch diced
2 cloves garlic, chopped
1/4 cup white vinegar
2 tablespoon sugar
1 smoked turkey leg (for a vegetarian version, substitute 1/2 teaspoon liquid smoke)
Soak and wash the collards about
three times in a deep sink, using fresh
water each time. Pat dry, and remove the
rib (center stalk). Place the leaves over
each other and rough chop into 2-3 inch
pieces.
In a large pot heated to medium/high,
add oil and onions. Sweat onions for 2
minutes, lower heat, and add garlic; do not
brown.
Add collards, and sauté 5 to 10 minutes; collards will wilt down to one quarter of their original volume.
Add vinegar, sugar, and enough water
to cover the collards.
Warm the turkey leg. Pull off the
meat, and discard the bone and skin. Add
the meat to the collard greens.
Cover and simmer for up to 3 hours.
This dish is best made when you are not in
a rush. Collard greens need time to break
down and become tender.
——The Best Cornbread Ever
1/2 pound butter
2 1/4 cups sugar
8 eggs
1 1/2 cups cornmeal
1 1/4 cups cake flour
3 tablespoons baking powder
3 cups sour cream
Sift the flour.
Cream together butter and sugar in a
large mixing bowl at medium speed for
about 3-4 minutes.
Add the cornmeal, flour, and baking
powder. Mix completely; stop, and scrape
bottom and sides of the bowl. Continue to
mix for 2 minutes.
Pour mixture into a 9”x13” pan that
has been sprayed or buttered. Bake at 350
degrees for 1 hour.
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Hermi’s Bridge
From page 25
Commission.
More than 100 years old, Hermi’s
Bridge is in very bad shape. Covered in
lead-based paint, it also has many structural problems, and the deck is decaying. So
why spend a good deal of money to retain
it? There are several compelling reasons.
First, it is one of very few old surviving
structures in Atlanta. In a city that destroys
its history with seeming relish, the bridge
deserves to be kept. It was built the same
year that the Wright Brothers flew at Kitty
Hawk. Secondly, as trails and pedestrian
paths are becoming very popular, the bridge
serves a good purpose. A third and vital
need is to get rid of the lead-based paint,
which is contaminating the river today, and
fourth, it is named for Hermi, an outstanding citizen.

The cost of repairing the bridge has
soared. When Cecil appealed in 2003 to
Fulton and Cobb Counties for help, Fulton
County officials were able to get a
$320,000 grant from the federal government. Cecil went to work at once to get a
required local twenty per cent match. Cobb
County, the City of Atlanta, and the PATH
Foundation pledged to raise the required
matching funds. Cecil Alexander raised
some $40,000 to underwrite the PATH
pledge.
PATH, devoted to the building of
trails throughout metro Atlanta and surrounding areas, sponsored the plan in the
beginning and began to raise money for the
project. Today, a final inspection of the
bridge disclosed more structural repairs
than the preliminary estimates included.
The 2008 cost has risen to $800,000, which
means money is still needed. Bids are being
taken now on specifications from PBJ&S,
the project’s engineers. And Cecil is hard at
work encouraging everyone who possibly

Recipes
Funeral Grits
Serves 6-8
Adapted from Bon Appétit Y’all by
Virginia Willis
“This simple casserole is a familiar dish in
the South,” says Willis. “It is an absolute
standard at potlucks, brunches, weddings,
and…after the funeral.”
2 tablespoons butter, plus more for the
dish
2 cups water
2 cups whole milk
1 cup stone ground or coarse ground grits
6 ounces sharp cheddar cheese
4 large eggs, lightly beaten
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
1 jalapeño chile
2 green onions, chopped
Preheat oven to 350 degrees, and butter a large casserole.
In a heavy-bottomed saucepan, combine water and milk; bring to a boil. Stir in
grits, and return to a boil. Season with salt
and pepper. Simmer on low until creamy,
about 45-60 minutes.
Remove from heat; add cheese and 2
tablespoons butter. Add eggs, cayenne,
jalapeño, and green onion. Stir to incorporate. Spoon into prepared casserole and
bake until golden brown, about 1 hour.
Cool slightly before serving.

Crunchy Corn Guacamole
Adapted from How to Cook Everything
Vegetarian by Mark Bittman
Serves 4
Preparation time: 15 minutes
A new twist on the traditional guacamole.

The fresh corn kernels add texture and flavor without taking away from that of the
avocado.
1 lime
1 cup corn kernels (preferably just
stripped from the cob, but thawed frozen
is acceptable)
1/2 teaspoon minced garlic
1/2 cup chopped scallion
1 serrano or jalapeño chile, stemmed,
seeded, and minced (optional)
Salt
2 tablespoons chopped fresh cilantro
leaves
1/4 cup roughly chopped toasted pumpkin
seeds
3 medium ripe avocados, preferably Hass
Grate the lime zest (or use a zester to
make long strands) and reserve; cut the
lime into wedges. Put the lime zest, corn,
and garlic in a food processor; squeeze in
half of the lime wedges, and pulse to make
a chunky purée.
Put the corn mixture, scallion, chile,
and a large pinch of salt into a medium
bowl and mash until the mixture is well
combined. Add the cilantro and pumpkin
seeds, and mash a few more times.
Cut the avocados in half; reserve the
pits if you will not be serving the guacamole right away. Scoop the flesh into
the bowl and mash, leaving a few chunks
of avocado. Squeeze in juice from the
reserved lime wedges to taste.
Season with salt to taste and serve, or
tuck the pits back into the mixture and
cover the surface with plastic wrap to help
keep the guacamole from turning brown.
Refrigerate up to 4 hours. Remove the pits
before serving.
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Hermi’s Bridge is structurally unsafe today
can to contribute to the restoration of
Hermi’s Bridge.
When work on the bridge is finished, sidewalks will be extended from both
ends of the bridge to make pedestrian
access easier, and there will also be a sidewalk to the Lovett School entrance.
Cecil’s continued interest in the
bridge is typical of a man who has spent a
lifetime engaged in important and interesting activities. As a young man, he served as
a Lt. Colonel in the Marines and was a dive
bomber pilot in World War II, then went to
Harvard to get a master’s degree in architecture. Among the many buildings his

firm, Finch Alexander Barnes Rothschild
and Paschal Architects, designed are the
Coca-Cola corporate headquarters, Bell
South and Georgia Power buildings, and
Phipps Plaza.
The Alexander family was one of
the earliest Jewish families to come to
Atlanta, arriving in 1847.
Contributions
for
restoring
Hermi’s Bridge can be sent to: Cecil
Alexander, 2677 Rivers Road, Atlanta GA
30305. He will forward them to the PATH
Foundation as a tax-free gift. Checks
should be addressed to The PATH
Foundation — for Hermi’s Bridge.

ASK

more than getting the uplifting message of
Torah to the next generation of young
Jews,” said Rabbi Deutsch. “There’s nothing more worthy of recognition than a family that’s doing just that and succeeding. So,
Mike, Jon, and Rob… I salute you and
honor the example that you are setting for
the rest of us.”
At Jewish Unity Live, Mike and Rob
Leven each spoke about their experiences
studying one-on-one with rabbis from the
Kollel.

From page 25
and Rob is the CIO of the Procaccianti
Group. The Levens have taken significant
leadership roles in various Jewish organizations, including the Jewish Federation of
Greater Atlanta, the Atlanta Israel Bonds
Committee, and the American Jewish
Committee.
During the evening, Rabbi Menachem
Deutsch, dean of the Atlanta Scholars
Kollel, along with David Krischer and
Lynda Walker, co-presidents of the Kollel,
awarded the National Medal of Jewish
Unity to Mike, Jon, and Rob.

Kollel rabbis sing an original song in
honor of Mike Leven.

ASK Co-Presidents Lynda Wa l k e r
and David Krischer present the
National Medal of Jewish Unity to
Jon, Mike and Rob Leven.
“Over the last 20 years, there’s been
nothing we have wanted to accomplish

“Learning Torah with Rabbi Silverman
from the Kollel has enriched my life, my
personal relationships, and my family life,”
Rob Leven said. “I encourage everyone to
try to find a few moments, reach out to this
wonderful organization, and learn Torah. I
promise it will have an incredibly positive
impact on your life and the lives of your
family.”
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By Belle Klavonsky

PROMOTING GOOD BEHAVIOR. How
to teach appropriate behavior and social
skills is a topic much discussed among day
school administrators. At Rambam Atlanta
Day School, one of the techniques
employed is a proactive approach—that is,
students who model appropriate behaviors
and social skills receive positive reinforcement in the form of special privileges. Each
class has its own privilege basket, and different grades have their favorites. The most
popular privilege by far is having lunch
with Haminahelet Devorah, as students call
Principal Debra Shaffer Seeman. Pictured:
The principal spends a quiet moment with
Kindergarten student Eitan Holland.

A MEMORABLE MEAL. At Rambam
Atlanta Day School, lunch with
Haminahelet Devorah typically involves the
privileged recipient and A guest of his or
her choosing. Sometimes, a whole class
joins her. Pictured: Principal Debra Shaffer
Seeman is joined at lunch by girls in grades
2 through 4.

REMEMBERING THE VICTIMS. Torah
Day School 8th-graders collected the names
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of Holocaust victims from family and community members, then painted the names on
decorative stones (pictured) placed at the
Holocaust Memorial in Greenwood
Cemetery on Yom HaShoah. This project,
which involved all of the Atlanta area
Jewish day schools, is a communal
acknowledgement of the precious lives that
were lost. Charlie Lewis and Rhoda
Gleicher spearheaded this project.
AWARD-WINNING ESSAY. Seventhgrader Malki Krombach (pictured) was the
4th-place winner
in
the
G e o r g i a
Commission on
the Holocaust
Writing and Art
contest.
Her
essay on the
theme of “What
are the Lessons
of
the
Holocaust?”
will be included in future commission publications. Malki and her teacher, Rhoda
Gleicher, were honored for their work during the Remembrance Day observance at
the State Capitol building. Malki and Mrs.
Gleicher have an especially deep understanding of the importance of remembering
and learning from the Holocaust, as they are
the granddaughter and daughter, respectively, of survivors.

TREATS FOR SOLDIERS. Jewish
American soldiers stationed in Afghanistan
were treated to packages including special
kosher-for-Passover food items and personalized cards from 5th-graders at Torah Day
School. The cards were individually
designed and personalized with poignant,
uplifting, and sometimes humorous messages written by the students. Packages
included matzo, fish, chocolate bars, cakes,
cookies, and other snacks. The project was
spearheaded by Richard and Lori Rappaport
on behalf of the Chabad Community of
Atlanta. Pictured: Royline Sher, Sarah
Zolty, and Rivka Lindenblatt.

REACH FOR THE STARS. A clear night,
eight telescopes and Torah Day School’s
6th-grade girls made a fabulous combination as instructors from the Elachee Nature
Center held a sky-watching event at the
school. With science teacher Christine
Hipelli and math teacher Ira Danzig, and
assisted by parent volunteers, the class
enjoyed social time and a delicious dinner.
Then, as the sky grew dark, the Elachee scientists set up the telescopes to lead celestial
tours of the solar system, an integral component of the students’ current unit of study
of the planetary system. Pictured: Perel
Lindenblatt, Chani Golding, and Rachel
Kaminetzky

May-June 2008

HOW DO YOU WRITE A BOOK? David
Adler spoke passionately in three consecutive sessions with Epstein Kindergarten
through 5th-grade students. He explained
that inspiration can come from daily experience and that the first sentence is the most
important part of a story. Pictured: Fourthgraders Abby Blum (with hairband), Maya
Schreiber, and Brit NesYa gather around
David Adler for a personal Q&A after his
presentation and discussion.

STORY TIME. David Adler reads a Cam
Janson story to Epstein Kindergartner Sam
Glickman.

THE WRITE STUFF. Author David A.
A d l e r, renowned for his many books,
including the Cam Janson mysteries and A
Little at a Time, recently came to The
Epstein School, in a visit sponsored by the
Parent Teacher Organization. Pictured:
Fourth-graders Maya Schreiber, Melanie
Gelernter, and Michelle Nelkin approach
David Adler with questions about writing
and publishing.

INSPIRATION AT HAND. On his recent
visit to speak to students at The Epstein
School, author David Adler brought
Kindergartener Brooke Goldberg (pictured)
up to the front of the room and held up her
hand. He showed the audience that
Brooke’s hand had some writing on it and
speculated that she might be the inspiration
for his next book—the story of “the girl
who writes messages on her hand.” He used
this example to show students that they can
find inspiration everywhere.

MATCHMAKER, MATCHMAKER. The
Epstein Middle School 8th-grade production of Fiddler on the Roof in Hebrew was
a “perfect match” for the audience of almost
600. Professional lighting by Alan Kulbacki
and sound by Keith Elliott helped set the
mood for this musical tale of survival
through tradition, which featured David
Nelwan as Tevye and Heather Marcus as
Golde. Middle School students brought this
classic Jewish story to life, performing on
sets built by Lucas Causey. Michal
Spiegalman produced and directed, with
assistance from Illana Zimmerman.
Pictured: Jonathan Friedman, David
Nelwan, Jake Albert, and Ari Liberman perform the “Wedding Dance.”

AN IMPROMPTU PERFORMANCE.
Epstein Middle school held a memorial
service, organized by Hadas Sadero, in the
Bet Tefilah for Yom Hazikaron, Israel’s
Memorial Day for its fallen soldiers. Famed
Israeli singer Shuli Natan (pictured) was in
attendance. A touching video was created
for the occasion, and Epstein students said
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prayers, lit candles, and sang songs, including “Yerushalaim Shel Zahav,” the Naomi
Shemer song for which Ms. Natan is best
known. Moved by the students’ performance, Shuli Natan decided to join in with
her guitar and sing in honor of the fallen
soldiers.
DR. LARRY BREGMAN SPECIAL
OLYMPICS. Every year, Greenfield
Hebrew Academy 8th-graders help host the
Larry Bregman Special Olympics. Dr.
Bregman, a pediatrician and one of GHA’s
founders, was very involved in helping people with disabilities. In his memory and
honor, the school has been hosting this
event since the spring of 1989. Almost 50
students competed in the 50-yard dash, softball throw, and the standing long jump.
HIGH ACHIEVERS. Six GHA 7th- and
8th-grade students achieved ACT or SAT
scores that equal or exceed the average
score for college-bound high school seniors. The Johns Hopkins University Center
for Talented Youth awarded Ari Allen,
Sarah Leff, and Ben Stolovitz the
Certificate of Participation with Distinction
for their reading scores; Jacob Belinky and
Andrew Weatherley received Distinction
for the their math scores, and Alexandra
Lewyn received Distinction for both reading and math. In addition, Alexandra
Lewyn, Ben Stolovitz, and Andrew
Weatherley received State Awards with
highest honors.

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES. “It
Is A Tree of Life” is the theme for the May
28 GHA graduation ceremony. Drawing
upon their years of learning about Israel,
Torah, Tikun Olam, mitzvot, family,
friends, and themselves, the students in the
2008 graduating class (pictured) are integrating original prose and poetry, music,
arts, and technology to into this unique program. Of the 44 students, 25 will go on to
Jewish high school programs. At Honors
Day, thirteen students who have attended
GHA since the beginning of their academic
careers were recognized with keys to the
school.

UHLBERG VISITS GHA. Myron Uhlberg,
GHA author-in-residence, spoke to students
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and networking with influential people such
as Judge Marvin Shoob.
(pictured) about his experience as the firstborn hearing son of deaf parents in a Jewish
home in Brooklyn. Dad, Jackie And Me is
based on the summer of 1947, when he and
his father cheered Jackie Robinson from the
bleachers at Ebbets Field. Lemuel the Fool
reflects Uhlberg’s love of Jewish folklore
and was inspired by his own family. He won
the Association of Jewish Libraries Award
for this book.

HELPING OUT. At the DeKalb County
Special Olympics, which were held at
Chamblee High School, GHA 8th-graders
were invited to help the younger student
athletes as they finished their competitions.
GHA students ran an event, did face painting, blew bubbles, led dancing, and played
basketball with the athletes. Pictured: 8thgrader Ari Allen with three Special
Olympians

WEBER TENNIS PLAYERS RANKED 1
AND 2 IN THE REGION. Weber School
senior Nicole Tillem and junior Ariella
Axler are ranked number one and two,
respectively, in GISA 1-AAA singles tennis.
Nicole achieved a Weber first by going
undefeated during the regular season with a
5-0 record. Ariella got the two spot after
upsetting Atlanta Girls School’s top player.
This is the first time in Weber’s history that
two female students earned the first and
second spots in the region.

WEBER GOLF TEAM WINS THE
REGION. Weber clinched the GISA 1AAA golf team tournament after beating
Riverside and three other high schools at
Riverside’s home course in Gainesville.
Senior Jaron Solomon finished in 1st place
and brothers Jared (senior) and Adam
(sophomore) Kaye placed 2nd and 5th
respectively. Also, Coach Steve Ellis won
region 1-AAA Golf Coach of the Year.

WEBER’S RECYCLED RAM. Stephanie
Gillain’s Environmental Science class
worked with art teacher Katie Arnold to
build a Weber Ram art piece (pictured). The

ram, made of more than 110 Styrofoam
plates, bowls, and cups, was created to illustrate the importance of recycling.

SPEAKING OF WINNERS.... At the GISA
1-AAA State Literary Competition, Weber
juniors Gideon Palte and Dora Gordon and
sophomore Rosie Arkin received special
recognition for their achievements. Gideon
placed 1st in the Boys Argumentative
Essay, while Rosie and Dora were runnersup in Humorous Oral Interpretation and
Spelling, respectively. Each state-level contest involved the top two finalists from each
of the four GISA regions. Pictured: (from
left) Gideon Palte, Jamie Gottlieb, Dora
Gordon, and Rosie Arkin
ELITE SCIENCE INTERNSHIP. Weber
junior Maxwell
Hellmann
(pictured), will travel
to Israel this summer to participate
in the Legacy
H e r i t a g e
Internships
for
Young Scientists.
He will join a
group of 25 other
top science students doing research in labs
at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

ADL INTERN. Weber senior Ethan Berman
(pictured) is interning with the Southeast
Regional Office of the Anti-Defamation
League. He has already worked on several
cases focusing on the separation of church
and state. For one project, Ethan’s research
and talking points will be used by state senator Doug Stoner to oppose an amendment
allowing the government to fund sectarian
institutions for religious purposes. The
amendment is expected to be reintroduced
in the state senate next year. In the meantime, Ethan is gaining incredible experience

BOOK SMART. On March 18, Scholastic
Books representatives presented The Davis
Academy Middle School with $1,000 to
purchase books for its library; the 1st-place
prize in Scholastic’s Middle School
National Student Crew Contest. This award
recognized the efforts of Davis’ crew (pictured) during the fall semester Scholastic
Book Fair. Crew members are David
Bernstein, Maia Charanis, Courtney Cohen,
Tyler Diamond, Rebecca Dulin, Allyson
Eisenberg, Perry Goldstein, Lindsey
Gordon,
Matthew
Greene,
Holly
Immerman, Jonathan Kaplan, Emily
Karsch, Breanna Klein, Alexandra
Krantzler, Lindsay Kraun, Emily Perlman,
Jenna Perlman, Eric Rabinowitz, Jenna
Scherz, Rachel Stein, Jaclyn Turner, Sarah
Tyrlick, and Sarah Wilson.

VISITING AUTHOR/ILLUSTRATOR.
Caldecott Award-winning author and illustrator Mordicai Gerstein (pictured) visited
The Davis Academy Lower School on
March 18. Mr. Gerstein, who has published
nearly 40 children’s books, spoke to students about his work and did demonstrations showing how his illustrations take
form and how he comes up with stories.

LEARNING ABOUT JAPANESE CULTURE. Davis Academy 1st-graders in
Deborah Kloder’s class enjoyed a morning
of Japanese culture on April 14, when Yoshi
Brandt of the Konnichiwa Club visited the
students. Ms. Brandt demonstrated
Japanese calligraphy, brought kimonos for
the students to try on, and helped them
make their own kimonos. Pictured: (from
left) Brennan Burstein, Joelle Friedman,
and Jacob Saltzman show off the colorful
kimonos brought by Ms. Brandt.

See CLASSNOTES, page 32
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You and Your Family Belong at
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Classnotes
From page 31

Come between the hours of
4:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday or
4:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. on Friday & Saturday.
Order any item from Gourmet Bistro Pizzas,
Beef Tenderloin Salad, Salmon Salad,
or any other dinner item.
Get the second menu item half off.
2458 Mt.Vernon Hwy, Atlanta, GA 30338
404-840-4980
www.java-u.com
Valid from 1/15/08-2/28/08.

ISRAEL BOUND. Davis Academy-8thgrade student Allie West (pictured) speaks
before an all-school Kabbalat Shabbat on
May 2. Allie reflected on her years at Davis
and her excitement about going on the 8thgrade class trip to Israel. During the
Kabbalat Shabbat service, blessings and
good wishes were bestowed on the 64 students—the largest group from Davis ever
to go on the trip—who would be traveling
in Israel, May 3-21.
BUDDY BALL. Davis Academy 4th-grade
students were hosts and buddies to a group
of physically and mentally challenged children who enjoyed an afternoon of baseball
and fun on May 4. This activity is a culminating tzedakah project for the 4th-graders,
who have been learning about disabilities
and diseases throughout the year. The
guests were part of a special Buddy Ball
baseball league for children with disabili-

ties, started eight years ago and coordinated by Davis Academy parent Sheryn
Cohen. Pictured: Fourth-grader Sam Baroff
(right) with visiting buddy Joshua Dobbs

AWARD-WINNING ART. Davis Academy
6th-grader Nicola Ludwig won 4th place in
the Georgia Commission on the Holocaust
Writing and Art Contest for the artwork
pictured here.

Temple Sinai Preschool
Openings for Fall 2008

WHY are Temple Sinai’s Preschoolers so Smart and Happy?
Temple Sinai, a Reform synagogue, has openings in its preschool for Fall 2008.
Temple Sinai Preschool provides a safe and loving environment focused on
Jewish and secular learning.
With the newest facility in Atlanta and faculty who average 12 years of preschool
experience, Temple Sinai provides your child the opportunity to explore, to learn
new skills, and to have fun while making new friends.
Don’t miss out! We have very limited enrollment for the following ages:
18 month old- two day a week
3 year old- 3 days a week
4 year old- 5 days a week
For information and application, please contact:
Joyce Slotin @ 404-255-6200 or Larry Weiner @ 404-252-3073 or:
lweiner@TempleSinaiAtlanta.org
Temple Sinai Preschool
5645 Dupree Drive
Sandy Springs, GA 30327
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Peachtree Corners Roofing
David Staley
Your neighbor in Peachtree Corners
Repair Specialist • All Roof Types
New Gutters/Repairs • Gutter Covers

770-715-9475
drstaley@mindspring.com
Bobcat Work • Stump Grinding • Free Woodchips • Free Estimates

Mad Beavers
Tree Trimming & Removal
Call 24 hours for Storm Emergencies
Call Bo

404-705-Tree
404-550-2535 (Cell)
Insured up to 2 million • Liability & Workers Comp • References Available
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Memorial to the Six Million
placed on National Register
Sunday, May 4, marked the 43rd year
that Atlanta’s Jewish community has gathered
for Yom HaShoah, the Holocaust Memorial
Day, at the Memorial to the Six Million.
This year’s observance took on further
significance, with the unveiling of a plaque
indicating the memorial’s placement on the
Department of the Interior’s National
Register of Historic Places. The National
Register is the federal government’s official
list of historic buildings, structures, sites,
objects, and districts worthy of preservation.
Karen Lansky Edlin and Benjamin Hirsch
were the driving forces in attaining this distinction.
The Memorial to the Six Million is the
second oldest Holocaust memorial and the
first walk-through memorial in the United
States. Located at Greenwood Cemetery, this
open-air memorial was completed in 1965. It
is composed of four L-shaped walls of varying heights that interlock to form a single
interior space with entrances on four sides.
Hirsch, the architect, described the plan as
“symbolically inviting people from the four
corners of the Earth to enter and share in the
message.”

Memorial to the Six Million
In 1964, a group of 100 Holocaust survivors in Atlanta organized under the name
Eternal Life-Hemshech to build a memorial
to the Jewish victims. The group wanted the
memorial to serve as a place to say Kaddish.
Funds for the memorial were raised entirely
within the Atlanta survivor community.
Where or when the victims died is a
painful and unresolved issue for many survivors. As they made their new lives in
Atlanta, they started planning for a memorial
to their loved ones—the grave for all the
graves that never existed.
Most survivors came to the U.S. with no
money, no resources and, in most cases, no
families. There were also language differences among them. Still, they were able to
come together and raise the money. Architect
Hirsch and the builder, Abe Besser, are also
survivors.
Within the walls of the memorial, there
are plaques with information about loved
ones who perished: family names, places of
origin, and the relationship to the survivor.
Ashes from Dachau were buried inside the
tomb to represent all those who were lost.
There is a plaque in remembrance of the 1.5
million murdered Jewish children. In the center, six white torches, which represent the six
million Jewish Holocaust victims, rise from a
black granite coffin. There is also an eternal
flame.

Plaques remembering loved ones who
perished

National Register plaque

For this year’s Yom HaShoah observance, Atlanta Jewish day school students inscribed 700 stones with
names of children who were
Holocaust victims
In 1970, the Atlanta Jewish Federation
agreed to co-sponsor the Yom HaShoah
event, thus making it a community-wide
commemoration. In 1995, the We i n b e rg
Center for Holocaust Education of The
William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum
began coordinating the program. It is now a
memorial service not only for the survivors,
but also for the entire community, Jews and
non-Jews alike.
The significance of the memorial has
expanded. As the survivor population dwindles, it has also become a memorial for those
who survived but are no longer with us. It is
now a memorial for everyone: those who
were murdered, those who survived, their
descendents, and all Jewish people.
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NOW
ENROLLING
CHILDREN
AGES 21/2 - 6
FOR FALL 2008

Derech Eretz

MONTESSORI
• Fully integrated secular and Jewish Montessori
environment
• Supports the child on his path to independence
• Fosters character development
• Provides individual academic achievement
• AMI certified Primary Teacher
Allows the Jewish child to find his
unique place within the Jewish community
For June information dates visit
derecheretzmontessori.com or call 404-538-6545
"The child is both hope and a promise for mankind"
- Dr. Maria Montessori

Johns Creek / Duluth - 770-814-0656
North Druid Hills - 404-633-2633
Sandy Springs - 404-255-9263

Present this coupon for a free cotton chefs hat
when you book your child's birthday party
Expires - 08/31/08
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MJCCA NEWS
CENTER THEATRE MAKES ITS
DEBUT. After running Off-Broadway for
almost three years and setting the record in
both New York and Los Angeles as the
longest running comedy, Jewtopia is finally
making its way to Atlanta.
Center Theatre, Atlanta’s newest theater company, housed at the Marcus Jewish
Community Center of Atlanta (MJCCA),
will present Bryan Fogel and Sam
Wolfson’s Jewtopia, June 19-August 10. In
an effort to reach out to its Intown audience
base, the theater will kick off its 2008-2009
season at the 14th Street Playhouse. Center
Theatre will then continue its mainstage
season at the MJCCA, 5342 Tilly Mill
Road, Dunwoody.

Jewtopia is the story of two single thirty-year-old men looking to meet the perfect
Jewish girl. Chris O’Connell, a gentile,
wants to marry a Jewish girl so he’ll never
have to make another decision for the rest
of his life. Adam Lipschitz, a Jew, wants to
marry a Jewish girl to please his family, but
can’t get a date to save his life. Chris and
Adam meet at a singles mixer and make a
secret pact. Adam promises to teach Chris
how to be a “Jew” if Chris shows Adam
how to meet the Jewish girl of his parents’
dreams. Stereotypes collide, cultures clash,
and chaos ensues.
The Jewtopia ensemble cast, directed
by Center Theatre’s Producing Artistic
Director Blake Hall, includes Eric
Mendenhall, Tony Larkin, Megan Hayes,
Rial Ellsworth, Tafee Patterson, David
Skoke, and Adora, and the production talents of Travis George (scenic design), Chris
Crawford (lighting), Linda Patterson (costume design), and John Zalewski (original
Broadway sound design).
Tickets are $25-35 and may be purchased at 404-733-5000 or www.woodruffc e n t e r t i c k e t s . o rg. Senior, student, and
MJCCA member discounts are available.
All Jewtopia performances will take place

on Stage 2 at the 14th Street Playhouse, 173
14th Street NE, in Midtown Atlanta.
Performances are Thursdays at 8:00 p.m.,
Saturdays at 6:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m., and
Sundays at 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. This
production is for mature audiences (18 and
older) only.
Preview performances are June 19 and
21. The opening-night performance,
Sunday, June 22, at 7:00 p.m., will be followed by a party with the cast and crew at
Einstein’s restaurant, featuring complementary wine and hors d’oeuvres.
A RUNAWAY SUCCESS. The 15th annual
Harris Jacobs Dream Run (HJDR) is
Sunday, June 1, at the MJCCA Zaban Park
campus. The 2K fun run/walk, 4-mile road
race, and 4-mile racewalk honor the memory of a past president of the MJCCA,
beloved member of the Atlanta Jewish
community, and staunch children’s advocate, Harris Jacobs. The 2K starts at 7:45
a.m., followed by the road race and racewalk at 8:00 a.m.
Proceeds from the run help fund sports
and camp scholarships for children. In
2007, more than 500 runners and their families helped to provide scholarships for outstanding MJCCA youth sports programs,
including the Developmentally Disabled
A f t e r-School Recreation Program, the
youth Maccabi Games, and the Harris
Jacobs Softball League. While Harris
Jacobs’ untimely death was a great loss to
the Jewish community, the HJDR promises
to keep alive his dream of ensuring that all
children are given the opportunity to participate in youth sports.
In addition to an improved course,
there are several other new features this
year. The first 500 registered runners will
receive a Harris Jacobs Dream Run 2008
high performance, moisture-wicking, technical T-shirt; awards and door prizes also
will be presented. All registrants will be
entered automatically in Kitty’s Contest, a
drawing to win a complimentary six-month
membership to the MJCCA Zaban Park
Total Health Fitness Center.
The race requires approximately 60
volunteers, who will receive a T-shirt and
goodie bag. To volunteer, contact DeAnne
Jacobson, HJDR/group fitness director, at
678-812-4025.
The fee of $25 is payable up to and
including race day. For the same fee, you
can support the event—without breaking a
sweat—as a Phantom Runner. All entrants
will receive two complimentary fitness center guest passes.
Register online at active.com (keyword: dream run). Applications are also
available at Zaban Park and Shirley
Blumenthal Park. Race day registration
begins onsite at 6:30 a.m.
GIVING EVERYONE A CHANCE. The
Bubel/Aiken Foundation has awarded the
MJCCA a $20,000 grant to implement Let’s

ALL Play—Inclusion in Recreational
Programs.
Barbara and Sanford Orkin Camp Chai
will create an inclusionary camp program
for children diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder (ASD). The foundation’s
grant will allow the camp to offer 10 oneweek sessions this summer for children
with ASD for the same fee as a regular
camp session. These campers will have the
opportunity to participate in camp activities
alongside their typical peers, but programs
will be modified to suit their needs and abilities. In addition, the camp will recruit extra
staff members, who are qualified to work
with children with ASD, to remove the
financial barriers for parents who previously had to hire an aide for their child to
attend camp.
The Bubel/Aiken Foundation provides
services and financial assistance to bridge
the gap between young people with special
needs and the world around them. It has
been actively developing its Let’s ALL Play
Program since 2004. Today, the foundation
supports 29 recreational programs across
the country.
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PURIM TREATS. On Purim, Gefen
Beldie, 4, a student at the MJCCA’s
Keshet Preschool in Midtown, delivered a shalach manot basket to
Oscar Arellano, a baker at Alon’s
Bakery. Several Keshet preschoolers, dressed in costume, gave these
traditional gifts of food to other
Midtown merchants and patrons.
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Savannah congregation to celebrate big anniversary
This year, Atlanta’s Ahavath Achim
synagogue is celebrating its 120th anniversary. Last year, The Temple in Atlanta was
140 years old. They are mere youngsters in
comparison to Congregation Mickve Israel
in Savannah, Georgia’s first Jewish congregation, which will have its 275th birthday
this July.
Just imagine 275 years. Mickve Israel
was started 43 years before the Declaration

Exterior view of Congregation
Mickve Israel (photos by Rebecca
Kahn)

BY Carolyn
Gold
of Independence was signed and 56 years
before George Washington became the first
president of the United States.
On July 11, 1733, forty-one Jewish
immigrants disembarked at what is now
Savannah’s River Street. This was only five
months after James Oglethorpe founded the
colony of Georgia. These first Jewish
Georgians had sailed from London on a
ship called the William and Sarah. There
were thirty-four Portuguese Jews and eight
members of two German families. Imagine
the hardships of that voyage: one child died
during the crossing.
This group founded Congregation
Mickve Israel, the third Jewish congregation in the New World. The other two were
Shearith Israel in New York and Touro
Synagogue in Newport, Rhode Island.
What a cause for celebration! Mickve
Israel plans a weekend of events, July 1113, for the entire Jewish community. There
will be special services, speakers, musical
recitals, luncheons, a banquet, and a special
brunch for descendants of the original settlers. Guided trolley tours of Jewish

Savannah and its cemeteries are planned, as
well as tours of the congregation’s sanctuary and its famous museum of Savannah’s
early Jewish history.
On Saturday morning, July 12, there
will be a Shabbat service with a reading
from the 1733 Torah. Though the celebration will be based at Congregation Mickve
Israel, it will move through various locations in Savannah’s Historic Landmark
District and beyond.

This Torah, scribed in c. 1400s, was
brought to Savannah in 1733

A keepsake legacy journal, which will
include a history of Jews in Savannah with
pictures and stories, is being published for
the event. The whole community has been

asked to contribute memories and artifacts
to this publication. Writers include Alan
Gaynor, Jane Kahn, Kaye Kole, Joan Levy,
and Rabbi Arnold Mark Belzer. Jessica
Lebos is editor, and Neil Brecker is publisher.
B.H. Levy Jr., a descendant of one of
those first Jewish families and the anniversary celebration’s chairman, says, “There
are literally dozens of other volunteers who
have worked countless hours planning,
organizing, putting their creative juices to
work, selling ads, and more. The committee
lists include many people doing invitations,
decorations, mailings, and volunteer
recruitment, as well as making arrangements for speakers and dignitaries.”
For more information about participating in this special event, call Mickve Israel
at 912-233-1547.

“This celebration is about the congregation and the instrumental role that
Jews had in founding Georgia and
Savannah. For example, it is questionable whether Oglethorpe’s colonists
would have survived an epidemic that
afflicted them the first summer that
they lived in Savannah if the Jewish
doctor Samuel Nunez had not arrived
with the other 40 Jews in July 1733 and
was able successfully to treat and save
them. A little known fact is that in July
1733, one-third of the population of
Savannah (and, Georgia, too, if one
excludes the Native Americans) was
Jewish.”
—B.H. Levy, Jr.
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Matzoh mitzvah merits service award
It is said that a mitzvah done without
regard to personal recognition is the most
altruistic of good deeds, but when it is done
year after year, recognition is bound to
come, whether sought or not. Such is the
case with two Congregation Shearith Israel
couples, Rachael and Jack Rosenberg and
Arlene and Harold Koslow.

BY Leon
Socol
Each guest was served an individual
Seder plate with the symbols of Passover
and a delicious meal that consisted of salad,
chicken soup with matzoh balls, gefilte
fish, baked chicken, cooked vegetables,
grape juice, and macaroons.

By Marsha Liebowitz

Guests listen to Rabbi Norry telling
the story of Passover

Shearith Israel’s Rabbi Norry played
the guitar and led the group in the Seder
songs and prayers. He emphasized that this
was a happy holiday, marking the time
when our people were freed from slavery.
The rabbi crafted his questions and comments to the abilities of the guests.
Everyone enthusiastically joined in the celebration, and some were moved to tears of
joy as they expressed thanks to the
Rosenbergs and Koslows with gifts of potted plants. Many, including Marla
Rosenberg, Jack and Rachael’s daughter,
expressed their personal sentiments.

Marla Rosenberg captures Seder
memories with her camera

Susan Shewmaker and Bernard
Haver preparing vegetables for the
festive meal

acknowledges all who have won the award
since its inception in 1990. Family members established the award in memory of
staunch Jewish community supporters
Mary and Max London to honor those who
have contributed to the growth and welfare
of the Atlanta community. As part of this
honor, Congregation Shearith Israel will
receive a $1,000 cash award, which will be
used to help finance future Seders.
As a person who has attended a number of these special Seders, I have been profoundly affected by the happiness and joy
these events bring to the attendees. My own
family’s Seders have been enriched by the
knowledge that Jews from all walks of life
can celebrate our festival of freedom.

BUSINESS BITS

Harold Koslow, Rachael Rosenberg,
Arlene Koslow, and Jack Rosenberg
Since 1996, these two couples have
donated their time to and underwritten the
cost of a special Seder for adults with
developmental disabilities. The latest Seder
took place in April, when 60 men and
women gathered at Shearith Israel’s social
hall. The participants came from Atlantaarea group homes and independent living
facilities. Some came with caregivers, some
were in wheelchairs, some had canine assistants. Many are completely self-sufficient.
A lot of the participants have attended this
Seder year after year and consider it a social
highlight of their year.
Twenty-one volunteers prepared and
served a complete Seder dinner. Many are
returnees, and there are more prospective
volunteers than can be accommodated.
Those who helped the Rosenbergs and
Koslows make this year’s Seder a tremendous event were Hugh and Rachel Berger,
Josiah Benator, Alice Bredosky, Esther
Brenner, Peggy Echt, Lauren Feinberg,
Bernard Haver, Robert Pasmanick, Greer
Pasmanick, Joanne and Morris Rosenthal,
Susan Shewmaker, Sheila Silverman,
Frieda Socol, Harriet Weinberg, and Karen
Wise.

Greenfield Hebrew Academy, and has
many other activities. She epitomizes how
people with disabilities can lead near-normal lives and be contributing members of
society.
A highlight of this year’s Seder was the
announcement by congregation President
Gillian Gansler that the Jewish Federation
of Greater Atlanta has selected the Koslows
and Rosenbergs to receive the 2008 Mary &
Max London People Power Award. The
award will be formally presented at a
Federation meeting on June 12 and at
Congregation Shearith Israel on June 14. In
addition, the Koslows’ and Rosenbergs’
names will be inscribed on a plaque, which
hangs in the Federation building, that

Marla is a beautiful and spirited young
lady who is confined to a wheelchair with a
debilitating condition. That hasn’t stopped
her, however. She lives independently with
several other women, works each day as a
volunteer with the MJCCA and the

KILGANNON
HONORED.
Rena
Kilgannon, founder and principal of
advertising agency Kilgannon, has
received the Atlanta Ad Club’s 2008
Silver Medal Award. This award recognizes one Atlanta advertising professional
who has made outstanding contributions
to the industry and community.
Kilgannon, founded 20 years ago, has
capitalized billings of $45 million and 54
employees. Rena Kilgannon has served
on the board and as president of the
Atlanta Ad Club, has dedicated her time
to the American Association of
Advertising Agencies and the Advertising
and Marketing International Network,
and is a board member for Junior
Achievement of Georgia and Partnership
Against Domestic Violence.
SUPER LAWYER. Richard C. Litwin, an
Atlanta attorney, has been named a 2008
Georgia Super
Lawyer
by
Law
&
Politics, which
identifies the
top 5 percent
of attorneys in
each state, as
chosen by their
peers. Litwin
specializes in
state and local
taxation, repreRichard C. Litwin
senting businesses
and
individuals before taxing agencies and in
court in Georgia and throughout the
country.
FRESH DIET DELIVERY SERVICE.
Elegant Essen is the first company in the
South to offer fresh, delivered, kosher-

certified fitness meals. Its new division,
Fitness Feasts, now offers twice-weekly
delivery of healthy gourmet kosher meals
directly to Atlanta’s residential and business consumers. The individually packaged, chef-prepared meals are delivered
in microwave-safe containers. All meals
were developed by Chef Thomas Spell, a
graduate of New York’s Culinary Institute
of America, and have been reviewed by a
registered dietician. Contact Marlene
Bercovitch at fitnessfeasts@gmail.com
or 770-451-3065, or visit www.fitnessfeasts.com.
NOW HEAR THIS. Audiological
Consultants of Atlanta has completed its
office expansion at its Sandy Springs
location. In concert with this off i c e
expansion, ACA, founded in 1983 by
Drs. Helena Solodar and Kadyn
Williams, is also celebrating its 25th
anniversary. Audiological Consultants of
Atlanta can be contacted at www.audioconsult.com.
GRAND RE-OPENING. Windsor Rug
Gallery recently celebrated its grand reopening in Buckhead. Founded in 1997
by the Nahai family, the gallery has
offered the newest trends and designs, as
well as an extensive antique rug selection, for 11 years. Windsor Rug Gallery,
located at 3162 Piedmont Road, NE, is
open Monday-Saturday, 9:30 a.m.-6:30
p.m., and Sunday by appointment only.
Call 404-261-2706 for more information.
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Thought you’d like to know
By Jonathan Barach
BELONGING EVERYWHERE. On May
27, 7:30 p.m., at the Weber School
Cafeteria, join Adam McKinney of the
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre, and
Dr. Daniel Banks, Tisch School of the Arts,
New York University, for the screening of
their film We Are All One: The Jews of
Sefwi Wiawso, made while they were working in Ghana in 2006. In addition, Banks
will lead a dialogue on Jewish diversity and
belonging. Admission is free. For information, contact Jaimee Boettcher at 404-2503338, or visit www.or-hadash.org.
HOW TO CHANGE LIVES. Jewish
Family & Career Services’ 2nd Annual
Community of Caring Luncheon is May 28.
Learn about the important work of JF&CS
and become a meaningful participant in its
Community of Caring. The featured guest
speaker is Robyn Freedman Spizman. For
more information, visit www.jfcsatlanta.org/kenticocms/CofC.aspx.

SHABBAT DINNER AND SERVICE.
Guardians of the Torah (Shomrei HaTorah)
is celebrating Shabbat this month with dinner and a service on Friday evening, May
30, at the River Club, 1221 Riverside Rd.,
in Martin’s Landing, Roswell. Doors open
at 6:00 p.m., dinner begins at 6:30 p.m., and
the service is at 7:30 p.m. Everyone is welcome. There will be no fee for the dinner,
but donations to the congregation are gratefully accepted. For information, contact
Rabbi Richard Baroff, 770-286-3477 or
r i c h a r d b a r o ff@ sbcglobal.net, or visit
www.guardiansofthetorah.org.
THE MIRACLE OF ISRAEL. The Miracle
of Israel, a documentary released for the
60th Anniversary of the State of Israel, will
be screened at Congregation Beth Jacob’s
Heritage Hall, June 2, at 7:45 p.m.
Covering the period from 1945-1948, this
film tells the story of the survivors after the
Holocaust, reveals behind-the-scenes stories of how the State of Israel was established, and explores issues that faced the
Jewish nation at its birth, many of which

still plague it today. Admission is free. For
more information, contact the synagogue at
404-633-0551, ext. 222.
GO OUTSIDE AND PLAY. Check out the
Marcus Jewish Community Center of
Atlanta’s many programs for young adults,
ages 21-35. The Co-Ed Flag Football
League is June 11-August 6, 7:00 p.m., at
Zaban Park; register by June 4; the cost is
$50/members, $70/others. Whitewater
Rafting on the Ocoee River is June 29,
12:30 p.m.; register by June 12; the cost is
$40/members, $50/others. For more information and registration, visit atlantajcc.org
or
contact
Emily
Stemer
at
youngadults@atlantajcc.org.
FATHER OF THE YEAR. The American
Diabetes Association’s Father of the Year
Awards Ceremony is June 12, 6:00 p.m., at
the Intercontinental Buckhead. Celebrate
and honor fathers whose lives revolve
around family, citizenship, and responsibility. The five honorees are committed to
meeting a high fund-raising goal in support

of ADA’s mission to provide information,
support advocacy, and fund research to
fight diabetes. Fox 5’s I-team investigative
reporter, Randy Travis, will host the ceremony. Individual dinner tickets are $250;
tables are available. Call 1-888-DIABETES for more information or to purchase
tickets.
NICE JEWISH GIRLS. On June 14, 1:305:00 p.m., Temple Emanu-El presents
“Nice Jewish Girls: What Would Your
Mother Say,” an afternoon exploration of
Jewish women’s changing roles from biblical times to today. Sessions include Bad
Girls of the Bible, Woven Traditions in
Modern Day Art, and Is E-Dating Good for
Jewish Women? The cost is $40. To reserve
your seat, send a check payable to Temple
Emanu-El Sisterhood. Include your name,
address, e-mail, and phone number and
mail to: Temple Emanu-El, 1580 Spalding
Dr., Sandy Springs GA 30350. RSVPs are
requested by June 2. For more information,
e-mail
templeemanuelsisterhood
@gmail.com.
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MISH MASH
By Erin O’Shinskey

20 YEARS. Temple Beth Tikvah, a Reform
congregation in Roswell, recently celebrated its 20th anniversary with a formal gala.
Three couples were honored during the
event for their role in the founding of the
congregation and its success during the past
two decades. Pictured: (from left) Barry and
Hassia Levin, Arthur and Stephanie Blank,
and Marilyn and Rabbi Donald Tam. From
its humble beginnings, Temple Beth Tikvah
is today the spiritual home for 500 families.
EMMY NOMINATION. Atlanta Interfaith
Broadcasters has been nominated for an
Emmy in Outstanding Achievement for
Television Programming Excellence by the
National Academy of Television Arts and
Sciences, Southeast Regional Chapter. The
nomination is for the 2007 documentary
“World Pilgrims: A Sacred Journey to
Turkey, Parts 1 & 2.” Winners will be
announced June 21 at the 2008 Southeast
Regional Emmy Awards. “World Pilgrims”
documents the spiritual and personal journey of 33 metro Atlantans from Jewish,
Christian, and Muslim faiths; it is the work
of Angela Harrington Rice, producer;
Sharon E. Phillip, editor; Jason C. Wilson,
camera; and Adrienne Ferguson, editor.

Sylvia Wygoda, held the official state event
at the State House rotunda, where House
Speaker Glenn Richardson addressed the
crowd. Two poems by Ambassador
Mansour were included as part of the day’s
program.
CAMP BARNEY MEDINTZ HONORED.
The Marcus Jewish Community Center of
Atlanta’s Camp Barney Medintz received
the Galaxy Award for Outstanding Program
at the Tommy Nobis Center’s 2008 Galaxy
of Stars luncheon. The event recognizes
outstanding metro Atlanta employees with
disabilities and the people and organizations that support them. Camp Director Jim
Mittenthal accepted the award. In 1991,

Tommy Nobis
Mittenthal

(left)

and

Jim

Mittenthal created the nationally recognized Chalutzim program, which off e r s
children with developmental-delay disabilities an opportunity to enjoy summer camp.
GET SET, a training program for camp
alumni, equips these youth with job skills
needed for employment at the camp.

NEVER FORGET. In the week surrounding
Holocaust Remembrance Day, the State of
Georgia honored the memories of the over
six million victims of the Holocaust.
Governor Sonny Perdue read an official
proclamation, which was then delivered to
Ambassador Reda Mansour, Consul
General of Israel to the Southeast. The
G e o rgia Commission on the Holocaust,
chaired by Michael Altman and directed by

Ambassador Mansour (center) in
front of the Memorial to the Six
Million at Greenwood Cemetery
(photo: Michael Borovsky)

WEBSITE LAUDED. At the 2008
Partnership for Excellence in Jewish
Education Assembly in Boston, The Epstein
School received the first-ever Marketing
and Communications Awards in the
Technology Category for Excellence in
E ffective
Communication
with
Stakeholders
for
its
website,
www.epsteinatlanta.org. Thanks to financial support from the Jewish Federation of
Greater Atlanta, Head of School Stan
Beiner, Board of Trustees President Robert
Franco, Trustee Bob Marcovitch, Director
of Advancement Kittie Abell, and
Communications & Marketing Director
Coleen Lou were on hand to receive the
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award. Epstein’s website (pictured) was
developed by Coleen Lou, Media and
Technology Principal Patty Nathan and
Webmaster Matt Blum.
MEETING PEOPLE WHERE THEY ARE.
The Israeli Consulate to the Southeast has
launched
its
updated
website,
atlanta.mfa.gov.il, a blog, and new
Facebook and Myspace pages. The consulate’s new pages will connect Israel’s
office in the Southeast to the millions of
Internet-goers currently using these online
networking sites. The new pages will keep
viewers up to date on the consulate’s efforts
to promote the Middle East’s lone democracy.
HISTORY AT YOUR FINGERTIPS. The
Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern
Jewish Life has launched its Digital
Archive, an online historical guide to the
Jewish South, which will ultimately offer
histories of every significant Southern
Jewish community and congregation on the
ISJL website. To date, there are online histories for 28 Jewish communities in
Mississippi, 22 in Louisiana, 20 in
Arkansas, and most recently, 13 in
Tennessee. This fall, histories of additional
states will be added. The goal is to cover the
entire 13-state region of the South. To experience the ISJL Digital Archive, go to
www.isjl.org, and click on New Digital
History Archive.
SCHONBERGER HEADS SOUTHEASTERN HADASSAH. Rachel Schonberger
M.D., a 37-year life
member of Hadassah
and former Greater
Atlanta
Hadassah
president, is the new
president
of
the
H a d a s s a h
Southeastern Region.
The region comprises
approximately 5,500
members and associRachel
ates
in
chapters
Schonberger
throughout Georgia,
M.D.
South Carolina, and
the Asheville and Hendersonville areas of
North Carolina. Schonberger, who for 15
years until her August 2005 retirement was
director of the Division of Community
Medicine in the Department of Family
Medicine at the Emory University School
of Medicine, has most recently served
Hadassah as chair of its Physicians’
Council.

HONORED. To thank cultural and civic
leaders who donated their time as guest
speakers for Parc at Buckhead’s lecture
series at the Emory Center for Lifelong
Learning, Roy Dickson, Parc Communities
president, hosted an elegant luncheon in
their honor. Among the honorees were
nationally acclaimed architect Cecil A.
Alexander Jr. and Jackie Montag, distinguished volunteer for Children’s Healthcare
of Atlanta and past chair of the Atlanta
History Center. Pictured: Jackie Montag
(left) and Cecil A. Alexander Jr. (center)
with series volunteer Mary Johnson, Parc at
Buckhead’s Susan Ryan, and Susan
Bythrow (l-r standing) and Helen
Alexander (seated)
STEIN HONORED. More than 300 people
attended Congregation Or Hadash’s first
Event of Honor, April 6, at The Temple. The
event honored Emory Professor Ken Stein’s
30 years of distinguished scholarship and
teaching at Emory, as well as Or Hadash’s
5th anniversary and Israel’s 60th anniversary. Preceding the dinner was a symposium commemorating Israeli’s 60th
anniversary and featuring Ellen Laipson,
former vice chairman, U.S. National
Intelligence Council; Asher Susser, former
d i r e c t o r, Dayan Center at Tel Aviv
University; Itamar Rabinovich, former
Israeli Ambassador to the U.S.; and Daniel
Kurtzer, former U.S. Ambassador to Israel.

Dan Kurtzer (from left), Ellen
Laipson, Itamar Rabinovich, Asher
Susser, and Ken Stein
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Robotics team members journeyed from despair to success
The Yemin Orde Robotics Team’s participation in this year’s International FIRST
Robotics Competition in Atlanta is a
tremendous story of overcoming adversity
to achieve greatness.
The team’s members are recent Israeli
immigrants, all of whom have suffered
great adversity in their young lives. For
example, Ethiopian-born Girma Fekadu
immigrated to Israel with his five siblings
three years ago, and they now live in the
Absorption Center in Jerusalem. Both of his
parents passed away in Ethiopia. Two years
ago, seventeen-year-old Jean Luc escaped
his civil war-torn homeland of Guinea to
find a brighter future in Israel. After spend-

President Shimon Peres, a long-time
advocate of Yemin Orde Youth
Village, with members of the robotics team, during the competition in
Tel-Aviv

ing time in jail for crossing the border illegally, he came to Yemin Orde, and the village has become his family in Israel. He is
orphaned and has one sister still living in
Guinea.
For the past 50 years, Yemin Orde
Youth Village has been a haven for immigrant children from around the world, integrating them into their new homeland.
Yemin Orde has won numerous awards and
is considered to be the flagship of residential education in Israel.
Yemin Orde (which means “In memory of Orde”) was founded in 1953 to accommodate Holocaust survivors and immigrant
children during the immigration waves of
the 1950s. It is named after British General
Orde Wingate, an ardent supporter of the
Jewish cause in Palestine in the 1930s.
The Yemin Orde Robotics Program
encourages students to become leaders in
the science and technology fields. Before
arriving at Yemin Orde, most of the team
members had rarely been to school, let
alone seen a computer. This is particularly
true of the youth village’s Ethiopians, many
of whom waited in transit camps in Addis
Ababa for several years and had limited
opportunity for a formal education.
Yemin Orde Youth Village entered the
FIRST Robotics Competition in Israel for
the first time last year and finished in fourth
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place. Their narrow miss of a placement in
the international championships only
pushed the team to work harder for a place
this year. In March, they fulfilled their
dream. As a result of finishing in fourth
place overall and winning two awards—the
Regional Engineering Inspiration Award
(the second most prestigious award in the
national competition) and the Xerox
Creativity Award—they qualified for a
place in the 2008 International FIRST
Robotics Competition in Atlanta. They
competed against 340 other teams, six of
which came from Israel. Yemin Orde is the
only youth village participating. Nine boys
and four girls, 11 of them Ethiopians, represented the Yemin Orde Robotics Team in
Atlanta.
Yemin Orde, located just outside of
Haifa, is home each year to more than 500
children from 16 countries around the
world. All have experienced trauma of one
form or another and are defined as at-risk
youth. Some arrive in Israel from other
parts of the world; others come from dysfunctional family situations within the
country. The common denominator for
these children is the lack of any suitable
home environment within Israel.
Yemin Orde’s goal is to raise young
people who are secure, confident, and able
to thrive in a new society and culture, while

retaining their own cultural background and
traditions. The village is also devoted to the
ethic of Tikkun Olam, which is woven into
the fabric of everyday life there.
Approximately 150 students graduate
from Yemin Orde each year. They serve in
the Israeli Defense Forces or perform other
national service and go on to become productive members of Israeli society.
Approximately 80% of Yemin Orde students go on to some form of higher education or professional training.
Yemin Orde’s culture of leadership has
helped produce successful community leaders all around Israel, including a mayor;
deputy mayor; chief of police; scores of
accomplished military leaders; medical,
legal and business professionals; and countless responsible parents and citizens.
Yemin Orde receives about 70% of its
annual operating budget from Israeli government agencies, primarily the ministries
of education and welfare. The other 30%
comes from private funding in the U.S., primarily through Friends of Yemin Orde
(www.yeminorde.org). Yemin Orde is supported by several Atlanta institutions,
including the Marcus Foundation and the
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta.
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