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By Sandra Berman

A journal kept by First Lieutenant Sol
Harry Greenberg, who was shot down and
held at Stalag Luft I in Barth, Germany; a
mess cup belonging to Private First Class
Henry Birnbrey, who served with anti-air-
craft artillery of the 531st AAA (AW)
Battalion; and a piece of Hermi the
Swoose, the dive-bomber named by
Marine Captain Cecil Alexander for his
wife, Hermione Weil Alexander, are just a
few of the items that have recently been
donated to The Breman Museum and are
currently on display in “Fighting For
Freedom: Georgia’s Jews in World War II.” 

These three items, along with numer-
ous other World War II-related objects, are
exciting additions to The Breman’s
archival collection. By themselves, the

cup, journal, or airplane part are historical-
ly important and merit preservation in a
museum setting. When these objects are
looked at together with the stories of the
soldiers who owned them, the relevance of
each item becomes even more significant.

First Lieutenant Sol Greenberg, a B-17
bombardier, was shot down in a raid over
Germany on January 11, 1943. Friends
wrote Lieutenant Greenberg’s family in
Atlanta that they saw four parachutes open-
ing and that he may have been taken pris-
oner. Greenberg had, in fact, been cap-
tured; he spent the next fifteen months as a
prisoner of war and was liberated by the
advancing Russian Army in April 1945. 

While in the stalag, Greenberg helped
to pass the time by keeping a journal,

“Fighting for Freedom” showcases 
Atlantans’ World War II artifacts

Hermi and Cecil Alexander, 1943

By Shoshana Cenker

M’silot, Greenfield Hebrew Academy’s program for children
who learn differently, is expanding into the middle-school grades.
Hebrew for “pathways,” M’silot helps students develop skills to
maximize their potential and improve their self-image. 

The program currently ends in 5th grade but will include 6th
grade in the 2010-2011 school year, 7th grade in 2011-2012, and
8th grade in 2012-2013.

Fifth-grade M’silot students working on their laptops in
class: (back row, from left) Justin Uppal and Brinkley Berch;
(front row, from left) Zach Kopelman and Quinn Rabinowitz

GHA expands specialized
educational program

On Sunday, May 2, Chabad of Cobb hosted a historic event
to welcome and complete a new Torah scroll from Israel. 

The Torah scroll, the original Hebrew version of the five
books of Moses, is written by scribes on roughly 54 pieces of
parchment, using a feather and special mix for ink. It has
approximately 600,000 handwritten letters. It usually takes
over a year to produce the beautiful workmanship of a Torah
scroll. 

The Torah’s words have inspired the greatest minds in his-

Chabad of Cobb welcomes new Torah

Rodney Goldberg holding the Torah as it was parad-
ed from Dickerson Middle School to Chabad of Cobb

See ARTIFACTS page 5

See GHA page 5
See NEW TORAH page 4



By Maureen McGeary Krivo

When director and Decatur resident Lane
Teilhaber first read the script for Chaim’s Love
Song by Marvin Chernoff, he was caught off

guard by the strong emotional reaction it evoked
in him. He
knew right
away this play
was something
that must be
shared on the
local stage.
Then he did
s o m e t h i n g
quite unusual
with it.
Nothing. For
two years.

“It was so
different from
anything I’d
ever directed
before. I was-
n’t sure I was
the right direc-
tor for the
job,” Teilhaber explains. But the dramatic come-
dy never left his mind and never stopped beckon-
ing him. In the story, Kelly Burke, a young,
homesick teacher from Iowa, meets Chaim
Shotsky, a retired Jewish mailman from New
York, on a park bench in Brooklyn. They could
not be more opposite, yet as Chaim recalls a

menagerie of loved ones through whom he shares
his life story
with Kelly,
their ongoing
conversation
blooms into a
love song for
life—a heart-
warming tale
of friendship,
hope, survival,
and triumph.

Teilhaber not
only wanted
this story por-
trayed on
stage, he
wanted it
done excep-
tionally well.
H a v i n g

learned very early in his directing career that
going straight to the source of a production, the
playwright, can bring a wealth of insight and
inspiration, he e-mailed Marvin Chernoff in
California. Teilhaber was pleasantly surprised
when Dr. Chernoff replied. The two, now good
friends, have kept a running dialogue ever since.

Chernoff, a retired psychotherapist and
counseling psychology professor at
California State University, Northridge,
says talking to Teilhaber is “a joy,” and
even though Parkinson’s disease has
slowed him down a bit, he wants to fly
to Atlanta to see the show. Teilhaber is
hoping to finally meet his friend in per-
son when the show opens at Roswell’s
Kudzu Playhouse in June. His corre-
spondence with Dr. Chernoff has
already made this one of the most amaz-
ing theater experiences he has ever had.
“And we haven’t even started rehearsals
yet!” he laughs.

Chaim’s Love Song first opened in

North Hollywood in 1998 and ran for five weeks
before moving off-Broadway, where audiences
were treated to over 200 performances. Anita
Gates of The New York Times called it “rich,
affecting drama,” adding that it “balances wit and
grave wisdom gracefully.” Since then, Chaim’s
Love Song has been performed in most major
U.S. cities, Canada, England, and Australia. 

The show opens at Kudzu Playhouse, in
Roswell, on June 11 and runs through July 18.
Friday and Saturday night performances are at
8:00 p.m.; Sunday matinees are at 3:00 p.m.
There will be no performances over the July 4
weekend. For ticket information, visit
www.kudzuplayhouse.org, or call the box office
at 770-594-1020.

The cast includes Rial Ellsworth as Chaim
Shotsky, Jessica Crow as Kelly Burke, Murray
Sarkin as Oscar Birnbaum, Zachary Bromberg as
Reuben Shotsky, Lora Berry as Rachel Shotsky,
Maxine Rosen as Tzawrah Shotsky, and Mary
Sittler as Pearl Brisistky. This powerful play is a
submitted production of the Metropolitan Atlanta
Theater Awards, 2010 Season.

The formal establishment of the United
States of America was a two-step endeavor.
The initial step was the Declaration of
Independence, whereby the citizens of the
original 13 colonies proclaimed that they
were no longer part of Great Britain nor
were they subjects of the crown. The second
action was the adoption of The Constitution
of the United States, which set forth the
framework, rules, and rights by which the
populace was to governed.

These two secular documents are
uniquely part of the fabric of this country,
and they have had an enduring impact on
our culture, mores, values, and responsibili-
ties. The words and principles encompassed
in these documents are so interwoven into
our every-day life that we often just accept
them as universally applicable.

Within the last several months, we Jews
have celebrated another liberation from

tyranny and oppression, the festival of
Passover. This holiday is a continual recog-
nition of our independence from forced
servitude and the recognition of the freedom
that was granted to us by God – a
Celebration of Independence. The
Declaration of Independence is somewhat
analogous to Passover to the extent that they
both recognize the jettisoning of the shack-
les of subjugation.

Just as the declaration of freedom in the
United States was followed by a document
setting forth the rights and duties of our cit-
izenry in the form of The Constitution, so

too were our ancestors given a document
setting forth our duties to one another, as
well as our responsibility to God and to the
world in general. The Counting of the Omer,
the 49 days between Passover and Shavout,
bridges the time between our two holidays,
and acts to tie together the concept of free-
dom with responsibility and answerability.

There probably has been no document
that has had a greater impact on the world
than the Law that was received at Sinai. Is it
any wonder that Shavout, the occasion on
which we rejoice in the receiving, is referred
to as one of Judaism’s three major holidays?

At a time when literacy was rare and
certainly not universal, it was the Torah that
commanded parents to educate their chil-
dren. When life had little if any value, and
when there was a paucity of compassion and
respect for the lives of others, it was the
Torah that spoke to the value of the individ-

ual and prohibited murder. It was the Torah
that commanded that “You shall not render
an unfair decision: do not favor the poor or
show deference to the rich; judge your kins-
man fairly.” In fact, it was the Torah that set
the standard – moral, legal, and theistic – by
which to live one’s life and which remains
the basis of our present society.

In the field of commerce, the words
“the gift that keeps on giving” are used to
promote product for sale. In real life, for
centuries the gift to the total of humanity
that has continued to illuminate the world is
the Torah, its teachings and its principles.

And so it is that we celebrate and
rejoice in greatness of the gift. May we con-
tinue to strive to be worthy of the relation-
ship, to understand and attempt to adapt our
lives to the commandments, and to seek a
better world.
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Shavout: Celebrating the essence of Judaism

A play takes on a deeper meaning for local director

Chaim Shotsky and Kelly Burke (played by Rial
Ellsworth and Jessica Crow)

Chaim and his children, Rachel and Reuben
(played by Lora Berry and Zachary Bromberg)

Chaim with the matchmaker, Pearl
Brisistsky (Pearl played by Mary Sittler)
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PR GENIUS JILL LERNER. Often, when
you see a person or company mentioned in
the news, it’s because a public relations
firm got someone to do the story. PR folks
like to stay in the background, but we’re
gonna “out” one of Atlanta’s best, the
charming and delightful Jill Lerner, whose
stories you see lots of places with no credit
to her.

Jill describes herself as a “rehabilitat-
ed” journalist, who, “after 10 years as a
newspaper reporter, still eats, sleeps, and
breathes news. 

“As a business reporter,” she says,
“you necessarily have to stay on the side-
lines, and, after so many years with a ring-
side seat to all the economic opportunity in
Atlanta, I wanted to jump in and be part of
the mix, rather than just observing and
reporting on it. I still think of Atlanta as ‘the
land of milk and honey,’ just as I did when
I moved here from Boston nearly six years
ago.”

For the last two years, Jill has run her
own boutique PR consultancy, Jill Lerner

Communica t ions .
“My niche,” she says,
“is the industries I
used to report on at
The Atlanta Business
C h r o n i c l e — r e a l
estate and financial
and professional
services—although I
take on ‘passion proj-
ects’ here and there,
like my client
Rossin, a world-
famous portrait artist;

Eclipse Private Exercise, because it’s such a
unique, transformational place; and the doc-
umentary Jews and Baseball, because it
will help instill so much pride in our cul-
ture, and it will be the definitive film on the
topic.” 

In her spare time, Jill does PR for sev-
eral public service groups, including Jewish
National Fund and the Hudson Family
Foundation, started by Braves pitcher Tim
Hudson and his wife, Kim, to serve children
in medical, economic, and emotional dis-
tress. 

Jill graduated Phi Beta Kappa from
University of Wisconsin-Madison and later
joined The Atlanta Business Chronicle’s
sister paper, The Boston Business Journal,
where, in 2001, she was named Reporter of
the Year for Massachusetts by the U.S.
Small Business Administration. She moved
to Atlanta in June 2004 and transferred to
The Atlanta Business Chronicle, where she
was a finalist for the 2007 Journalist of the
Year Award from the Atlanta Press Club. 

Jill loves being an entrepreneur—
“every day is a new challenge.” And her

“Jewish baking gene,” she says, compels
her to spend lots of time making chocolate
chip cookies. 

And guys—this nice Jewish girl, who
can cook and makes chocolate chip cookies,
is single! She sounds perfect if you don’t let
her beauty, brilliance, and achievement
intimidate you.

ATLANTA DOG SPA VOTED BEST IN
BREED. Breaking news! Sarah Segal tells
us exclusively that for the second straight
year, her Atlanta Dog Spa in Midtown will
receive a Best of Local award from
local.com.

Local.com’s program features the best
businesses in 20 categories as rated by con-
sumers in 15 cities across the United States.
Sarah says that she is very honored to have
received this award two years in a row.

We can attest that the staff at Atlanta
Dog Spa is totally dedicated to make your
dog healthy and happy and providing the
best care possible. To make an appointment,
call 404-879-1600.

AUTHOR AND TAX EXPERT JAY
STARKMAN. Brilliant and renowned
Atlanta CPA Jay Starkman is author of The
Sex of a Hippopotamus: A Unique History
of Taxes and Accountancy, probably the
best, and certainly the most entertaining,
book ever to be published about taxes and
the IRS. 

Jay is also recognized as one of the best
accountants in the country in representing
clients and dealing with the IRS. We know
firsthand that this is true and that his repu-

tation is well deserved. 
The February 22 issue of Tax Notes

magazine features Jay’s definitive article on
the current status of the federal estate tax,
“Can an Estate Tax Be Retroactive?”

Formerly, the tax
could take about half
of a deceased per-
son’s wealth away
from the heirs; it
expired at the begin-
ning of the year, but
is expected to be
reinstated later this
year. The Big
Question is, can the
IRS go back and col-
lect this tax from
estates of people

who died when the tax was zero? 
At this point, no one can really say for

sure, but Jay’s article is currently the most
authoritative word on the subject. Your tax
lawyer would charge you a bundle to give
you this information, but we are providing
it to you right here at no charge, as a serv-
ice to our readers and the community. Just
go to: www.starkman.com/articles.shtml.

Our non-expert advice on avoiding the
estate tax: die as soon as possible. And hire
Jay to represent you.

MOCK TRIAL COMPETITION WIN-
NERS. We are sort of ticked off at our old
pal Doug Teper, former Georgia legislator,
political junkie, man-about-town, and
Atlanta’s guy in Iraqi Kurdistan. You see,
he has this sister who is so lovely and
charming, and he never told us about her! 

Sharon Teper lives in East Cobb, where
she is raising two great kids and helping
look after her 87-year-old mom, Pearl
Teper. Her son, Andrew, will be attending
Kennesaw State University this fall, and her
daughter, Julie, is currently a junior at
Walton High School, in Cobb County. 

Julie’s 2010 Mock Trial Team recently
won the regional Mock Trial Competition
for the fourth consecutive year. There are
five Jewish students on the Walton team this
year: Julie Katz (who received 1 Best
Lawyer award), Rachel Goldberg (1 Best
Witness award), Hanna Rosenfeld (1 Best
Lawyer award), and Ethan Guthman (3 Best
Lawyer awards). Julie says that they could-
n’t have accomplished this without “our
wonderful coaches,” including Louis Cohan
and Joshua Schiffer. “Everyone on this
team worked incredibly hard to win our
regional competition for the fourth year in a
row and to do extremely well at the state
competition.”

Julie must take after Sharon, who is
one really smart woman. Sharon is a con-
tractor in the technology industry, working
as a test-and-data analyst on jobs ranging
from corporate enterprise projects to cus-
tomized desktop databases. 

And although she will not give us any
details, Sharon tells us exclusively that she
is working on an internet application that
she “hopes will eliminate some of the loop-
holes that non-responsible parents use to
avoid their child support obligations. And
prevent them from exploiting the court sys-
tem so that they can avoid paying support. I

will consider my efforts in developing this
application a success if one child can grow
up in a less stressful environment because
they receive support with limited interven-
tion.”

Pearl Teper, Sharon Teper, Andrew
(Teper) Katz, Julie (Teper) Katz

SHALOM, Y’ALL. We love small-town
Jewish congregations. The other day, we
were leafing through The Valdosta Daily
Times and came across a letter to the editor
from Rabbi Moshe Elbaz, saying, “We at
Temple Israel wish to thank everyone who
supported our recent Kosher Corned Beef
Sandwich Sale. It was our biggest success
ever! We sold over 4,800 sandwiches....
Thank you again for supporting Valdosta
Hebrew Congregation’s sandwich sale, and
we hope to see y’all next year. Shalom, with
peace and good health.”

We have learned, exclusively, from
Temple Israel’s website that the sale, which
features a $10 box lunch complete with a
huge sandwich, pickle, chips, dessert, and
drink, “was first launched in 2001 with a
sales goal of 1,500 sandwiches. The
response and support from the community
was tremendous, and the first year was an
overwhelming success. Popularity of the
sale quickly grew, and the Temple reached a
record of 5,500 sandwiches (over 2,200
pounds of corned beef!) sold during the
2008 sale....

“Preparation for the sale begins many
weeks in advance. [Under] the expert direc-
tion of congregation members Sidney
Morris and Carreen Shapiro, Temple Israel
members young and old spend countless
hours assembling condiment bags and prep-
ping the Temple’s kosher kitchen. Long
hours are put in just prior to and during the
sale, as members slice meat and assemble
sandwiches to provide fresh and delicious
lunches to the community.

“The sale has become such a popular
annual community event that local law
enforcement now helps to direct the traffic
that quickly escalates around the lunch
hours. Temple Israel has fine-tuned their
”drive-through” pick-up lane to ensure min-
imal wait time for ticket holders dropping
by to collect their orders.... Purchasers are

Reg
Regenstein
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welcome to enjoy their lunch inside the
Temple Israel social hall, where Rabbi
Elbaz is often available to provide tours of
the temple and discuss Judaism with curi-
ous visitors.”

Valdosta’s Temple Israel may have
great corned beef, but here in Atlanta,
we’ve always got Goldberg’s!

COVER GIRL TIFFANY MANULKIN.
Funny how things sometimes work out
when fate and mishpucha combine. The
InterContinental-Buckhead’s legendary
Social Director Martha Jo Katz noticed at a
family Rosh Hashanah dinner that Tiffany
Manulkin was “absolutely adorable.” When
Martha Jo got an e-mail requesting contest-
ants for the Cutest Kids contest for the early
spring cover of Southern Seasons maga-
zine, she sent it to Tiffany’s parents, Alisa
and Richard, and urged them to enter her.
They did, and she won! 

Martha Jo points out that “Tiffany’s
mother is a sister to Andrea Turry, whose
husband, Paul, is a first cousin to my son-
in-law Joel…how about that for mish-
pucha!”

We wish we were related to Martha Jo,
too, but we will settle for being her friend,
and are proud to be so.

Martha Jo Katz with cover girl Tiffany
Manulkin

CRUISING TO CROATIA. The lovely and
vivacious former CNN International anchor
Andjela Kessler, now president of Incentive
Travel and Meetings (ITM), says that
friends have been asking her for years to
take them to her home country of Croatia,
especially the Dalmatian seacoast. 

As Andjela observes, “‘Those who
seek paradise on earth,’ George Bernard
Shaw once wrote, ‘should come to
Dubrovnik.’ Today, he might add that
Dubrovnik and the Dalmatian seacoast have
become the place where global jetsetters
and rich and famous vacation, bypassing
the French Riviera. The latest sightings
report Steven Spielberg and his Hollywood
cronies vacationing there. Built in the 13th
century, the old city of Dubrovnik is still
unchanged and has been declared a World
Cultural Heritage site.”

Andjela is inviting anyone who wants
the experience of a lifetime to go with her to
Croatia and experience “the insider’s view,
on a cruise that will visit the most beautiful
islands and towns of the Dalmatian sea-
coast.” Contact her at 404-847-9021 or and-
jelakessler@usaitm.com. 

PARADIES SHOPS NAMED BEST IN
INDUSTRY. Celebrating its 50th anniver-

sary this year,
A t l a n t a - b a s e d
Paradies Shops has
just been awarded
Best Airport Retailer
for the 15th consecu-
tive year. In fact,
Paradies is the only
company ever to win
this honor, given by
Airport Revenue
News (ARN), in the
history of ARN’s
annual “Best of

Concessions Poll.”
The Paradies Shops received two addi-

tional awards—Retailer with Highest
Regard for Customer Service (for the 14th
time), recognizing the company’s dedica-
tion to providing first-class service to its
business partners and the traveling public,
and Best Specialty Retail Brand Operator
(for the 5th time) for Brooks Brothers, the
prestigious clothier brought to airports by
Paradies.

As usual, Paradies’ always self-effac-
ing but amazingly effective President and
CEO Gregg Paradies gave the credit to his
employees, saying, “I am extremely proud
of our family of more than 3,200 associates,
who dedicate each day to exceeding the
expectations of our customers.” 

Established in 1960, the family-owned
business operates more than 500 stores in
over 70 locations across the United States
and Canada. Under Gregg’s wise manage-
ment, even in tough times, the company is
thriving.

NOT TOO LATE TO NOT ATTEND
FUNDRAISER. Leslie Mendel and her
family are working hard raising money to
find a cure for desmoid tumors, from which
her son Daniel suffers. A star athlete at Pope
High School, he was a football kicker and
special teams MVP. Currently a freshman at
Georgia Tech, he is a President’s Scholar
with a 3.73 GPA.

Leslie, husband Paul, Daniel, and
Daniel’s brother, Andrew, invited us to a
charitable fundraiser, and although the
party was a few weeks ago, it’s not too late
to not attend. 

You see, instead of inviting people to
another lavish event, the Mendel’s asked
everyone to stay home and instead send a
contribution. The invitation suggests sever-
al levels of support, including, from the
comfort of your own home, making a dona-
tion in place of such items as the gift basket
you do not need ($100), the outfit you did
not need to buy for the affair ($500), or the
jewelry you wish you had not bought
($1,000).

You can help by sending a check to the
Desmoid Tumor Research Foundation, P.O.
Box 273, Suffern NY 10901. For more
information about the foundation’s work,
visit www.dtrf.org.

Tech scholar Daniel Mendel

NEVER GIVE UP. Attorney Justin
Spizman, a Georgia prosecutor, has teamed
up with his mother, author Robyn Spizman,
to write a great new book, Don’t Give
Up...Don’t Ever Give Up, based on one of

the most inspirational speeches ever given.
At the first ESPY Awards in 1993,

ESPN’s now annual broadcast recognizing
excellence in sports, legendary North
Carolina State basketball coach Jimmy
Valvano, in terrible pain and knowing he
was dying of cancer, gave an unforgettable
11-minute speech on “The Game of Life.”
As the Spizmans put it, “Facing his own
mortality, he stood tall and found the
courage...for one last call to arms. He took
the world’s biggest stage and delivered
some of the world’s biggest lessons. These
lessons were the heart of the speech and the
inspiration for this book.”

This speech “launched a movement”
and the formation The V Foundation for
Cancer Research, which has raised over $90
million. The foundation will receive part of
the proceeds from sales of the book. 

Don’t Give Up...Don’t Ever Give Up,
published by Sourcebooks, includes a DVD
of this speech that “every year, brings men
to tears, and that changed the lives of thou-
sands.”

PROVIDING DISASTER RELIEF IN
HAITI. Upon hearing of the tragic earth-
quake in Haiti in January, photographer
John Elliott rushed down there, leaving
within 36 hours of the quake, with as many
relief supplies as he could stuff into his suit-
case. There, he spent entire days on “wound
cleaning, bandage dressing, antibiotic oint-
ment application, keeping victims warm
and hydrated, and related tasks that can
make a life-saving difference.” 

The founder of the marketing firm
Millennium Communications, John went
back in February, leading a six-person team
of volunteers from his group, AidWEST. In
Haiti and the Dominican Republic, they
provided physical therapy, taught people to
use crutches and walkers, took people to
surgical facilities, helped out in operating
rooms, provided electrical power, and even
set up an outdoor ping-pong table.

Visit www.aidwest.org to learn about
the wonderful work done by the group and
how you can help out.

John Elliott in Haiti
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tory. The Ten Commandments are the
foundation of every democracy on the face
of the earth. For over 3,000 years, the
Jewish people have read and studied from
the Torah scroll.

In order to foster greater unity and
support for the land of Israel, Chabad of
Cobb arranged for a special Torah to be
written by a scribe in Jerusalem. “A mes-
sage of support and solidarity with Israel is
especially important now, in light of the
recent political tension in regard to build-
ing in Jerusalem,” states Rabbi Ephraim

Silverman, of Chabad of Cobb.
The Torah’s arrival from Israel on

May 2 was celebrated at a gathering
attended by community leaders and mem-
bers, rabbis, and dignitaries. At a ceremo-
ny at Dickerson Middle School in
Marietta, participants helped an expert
scribe complete the final letters of the
scroll. The Torah was then led with great
celebration in a grand parade with live
music to Chabad of Cobb. The joyous cel-
ebration continued there, where the new
Torah was greeted by all the other Torah
scrolls, which joined the procession as it
accompanied the dancing that began in the
street. The event ended with a Lag
B’Omer barbeque.

From page 1
New Torah

Gregg Paradies



“Expanding M’silot allows us to pro-
vide a place for students where we can
meet their learning needs throughout their
time at GHA,” says Phyllis Rosenthal, pro-
gram director. “I presented a proposal at an
educational conference. I received fantas-
tic feedback, so we decided to move for-
ward with the expansion.”

Alex Smirin (back) and Sam Wilder

In addition to the positive remarks
from educators, the expansion is also
based on extensive studies in this field.
“When it comes to preparing students with
learning differences for high school, edu-
cators have found that the key is to provide
these students with small classes in middle
school where the focus is advocacy skills
and strategy-based learning—note taking,
test taking, outlining, and organization,”

says Head of School Rabbi Lee Buckman. 
“As students grow into high school,

they’ll have learned from being in our pro-
gram how they study and learn best, and
they’ll be able to articulate their needs,”
adds Mrs. Rosenthal.

Sydney Itzkovitz looks on as Sam

Wilder works on his laptop.

The middle school M’silot program
will teach these competencies and incorpo-
rate all the successful components of the
current curriculum. “This includes hiring
teachers who have expertise with students
who learn differently, ensuring a small
teacher-to-pupil ratio, and providing regu-
lar and intensive school-parent communi-
cation,” says Mrs. Rosenthal.

GHA’s M’silot classes usually have a
1:5 teacher-student ratio and emphasize
strategies to help children compensate for
their learning differences. Children have
their unique needs met, while still being an

integral part of a larger community of
learners. Teachers in the M’silot program
have expertise and backgrounds specific to
working with children who learn different-
ly. All M’silot classes offer general studies
as well as modified Jewish studies and
Hebrew language courses. 

“GHA is currently accepting new
applicants from the community for its 5th-
and 6th-grade M’silot classes. We’ve com-
municated with current parents in our pro-
gram, and they have shared their excite-
ment about this expansion,” says Mrs.
Rosenthal. “Now, our students will have
the opportunity to remain in this nurturing
and enriching setting while being part a
Jewish day school environment.” 
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which was recently donated to the Ida
Pearle and Joseph Cuba Archives of The
Breman. On June 5, 1944, Greenberg’s
entry reads, “We learned that ROME HAD
FALLEN!” On June 6, 1944, he wrote, “At
last! Today we learned that the invasion has
started.” 

The journal also contains cartoons
drawn by other prisoners, including one
depicting Lieutenant Greenberg posing as
another soldier in order to get out of the
camp on a linen detail. Greenberg then
describes the actual incident in his diary,
noting that the act of posing as another sol-
dier was an infraction for which he was
sentenced to eight days in the “cooler”
(solitary confinement).

Private First Class Henry Birnbrey
was born in Dortmund, Germany. He was
one of the 1,000 children able to leave
Nazi-occupied Germany through an
American version of a Kindertransport (a
group of children able to leave Germany
and travel together) in 1938. He arrived in
the United States and lived with foster fam-
ilies in Birmingham, Alabama, and then
Atlanta. 

When World War II broke out,
Birnbrey enlisted in the Army and served
with the forces that stormed the beaches of
Normandy and helped liberate Europe
from the hands of the Germans. His mess

cup, recently donated to The Breman, is a
reminder of the long marches, battles, and
stops that American soldiers made across
Nazi-occupied Europe. Using his knife,
Private Birnbrey etched the name of each
place he encountered into the cup. 

In 1942, while still stationed in the
United States, Captain Cecil A. Alexander

Jr., of the United States Marine Corps,
married Hermione Weil, of New Orleans.
Once overseas, Captain
Alexander was trained as
a dive-bomber pilot and
became a member of the
“Ace of Spades”
squadron, naming his
plane Hermi the Swoose
after his wife. He com-
pleted over 58 missions
over the Japanese atolls
and scored several direct
hits on Japanese vessels
and other military tar-
gets. 

After a particularly difficult flight
doing photographic reconnaissance,
Alexander’s plane was hit ten times. He

was later quoted as saying, “Fortunately
for my gunner and myself, the damage was
not serious enough to prevent a return to
our home strip.” In 1944, he was awarded
the Air Medal. Captain Alexander
removed one piece of his airplane, a part

that held the name “Hermi the Swoose,”
and kept it as a memento. 

In addition to
these objects, The
Breman has also acces-
sioned numerous manu-
scripts and photograph-
ic collections, including
the Leo Cohen Richard
Papers, containing over
fifty photographs relat-
ing to the Jewish
Welfare Board
( J W B ) — U n i t e d
Service Organization
(USO) activities in

Georgia during the war years and immedi-
ately after. Richard was the State of
Georgia’s JWB-USO program chairman.
Under his direction, the JWB sponsored

clothing drives,
shows, and can-
teens for United
States soldiers
on leave.

T h e
museum hopes
that community
members will
continue to
scour their attics

and basements for items that will help illu-
minate Jewish life in Georgia and Alabama.

For more information on The Breman’s
exhibitions and collections, visit www.the-
breman.org. 

From page 1
Artifacts

Henry Birnbrey

Henry Birnrey’s mess cup, 1944

Piece of Cecil Alexander’s WWII dive bomber

GHA
From page 1
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Davis Academy fifth-grade student Carly Clayman was perplexed and appalled.
“Why would people do such a thing?,” she asked when she learned about the brutality
African-Americans have faced in our country’s history.

Each year, the Davis fifth-grade social studies curriculum focuses on United States
history from the Civil War through present day. But this year the discussions about the
early Civil Rights movement and segregation were brought home more dramatically by
an award-winning film the students viewed with their parents and a day trip to
Birmingham that included a visit to the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute.

Birmingham was one of the cities where the Civil Rights Movement faced many
historical moments, including a church bombing in 1963 that killed four young girls and
shocked the nation. Director Spike Lee made an Oscar-nominated documentary about
this incident, which Davis Academy Lower School Principal Drew Frank believed
would be a good prelude to the trip to Birmingham. He chose clips from the film, and
because the film documented a difficult subject, offered a time when students and their
parents could view the film together. Seeing the film was not required.

The story and images provoked some thoughtful discussion, according to Davis
Judaic Studies Specialist Ilan Weismark. “It gave a good background on what life was
like and what was going on during these turbulent times that could cause so much fric-
tion between the races,” said Weismark.

On March 23, the fifth-graders took a bus to Birmingham. Their agenda included a
visit to the McWane Science Museum in the morning and the Civil Rights Institute in
the afternoon. Fifth-grade parent Julie Cohen, who also teaches in the Garinim program
at Davis, had been to the Civil Rights Institute and suggested it as a great way to bring
some of the social studies lessons to life. 

“The museum is absolutely phenomenal and very interactive,” said Cohen, whose
own mother grew up in Birmingham, where, like other places in the South, separate
water fountains and restrooms for blacks and whites were the norm just one generation
ago. The museum powerfully illustrates the history and the constant indignities that
African Americans suffered in their quest for equal rights. A replica of a fire-damaged
bus gave the students an idea of the dangers the Freedom Riders faced as they fought
for the cause.

According to Cohen, the last section of the museum contains a large window that
faces the now-rebuilt church where the four girls were killed in that terrible act of
hatred. The museum docent spoke about those children, which made quite a dramatic
impression on the students, including Cohen’s own son, Ben.

That Jews and African Americans have some common bonds was part of the con-
versation for Davis students. “We can think back to our own Jewish experience of being
a minority and sometimes suffering mistreatment through history to gain some under-
standing and empathy of what blacks in America have gone through,” said Weismark.

Even though it is a sad part of our country’s history, learning about it so vividly
through our classroom lessons, the film, and the Birmingham trip was definitely a
worthwhile experience, says Davis fifth-grade teacher Michele Shapiro. “Many students
were clearly shocked by the prejudices and injustices, but we also found inspiration in
the brave people who fought against them. This subject definitely gave our students a
lot to think about.”

Davis Students Explore Civil Rights
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Ovarian cancer took away Kelli
Erbar’s mother, grandmother, and possibly
her great-grandmother, who reportedly
died of “stomach cancer.” So she’s fight-
ing back. On April 24, Erbar cycled six
hours to spread the word about ovarian
cancer, the silent killer.

As one of dozens of indoor cyclists,
she participated in the 7th annual Ovarian
Cycle Ride to Change the Future, a 100-
virtual-mile fitness fundraiser benefiting
ovarian cancer research, which took place
at Midtown Athletic Club in Windy Hill.

“The purpose of the ride is to raise
awareness and funding that will lead to an
early detection test for ovarian cancer,”
she explains. “Without a test, there’s no
definitive way to make an accurate and
early diagnosis. We’re totally in the dark
about this disease. Most women aren’t
even diagnosed until the third or fourth
stage, and then it’s too late.”

According to the American Cancer
Society, 22,000 women will be diagnosed
with ovarian cancer this year; of that num-
ber, 15,000 will not survive. 

As Erbar approaches the next phase of
her life, she worries that hormonal changes
can “kick-start” cancer, as it did with her
mother, Deanna. Studies show that each
successive generation with the genetic
variant BRCA is more prone to the dis-
ease.

“I have a sense of urgency about me
since the losses,” reports Erbar, a 47-year-
old wife and mother. “Although I stay pos-
itive about my future, I know I’m a poten-
tial fourth generation [to get this disease].” 

To protect herself, Erbar bikes and
swims, participates in ovarian cancer stud-
ies, and gets checked twice a year with a
pelvic exam, sonogram, and CA-125 test.
This blood test is an unreliable marker for
women who have not been diagnosed with
ovarian cancer, but it is the best test cur-
rently available. The hope is to find a reli-

able marker to screen for ovarian cancer at
the earlier stages and to improve treatment
methods.

“The problem with the test is simple,”
explains Dr. Benedict Benigno, a gyneco-
logic oncologist and founder/CEO of the
Georgia Tech-based Ovarian Cancer
Institute, which studies cancer cells
removed from patients at Northside
Hospital. “With the CA-125, there are too
many false positives, often producing
unnecessary anxiety in women who are
healthy. But consider the alternative.” 

Erbar does, often. That’s why she
decided to take action. 

Proceeds from this annual event go to
the Ovarian Cancer Institute, Ovarian
Cancer Research Fund, and the Norma
Livingston Ovarian Cancer Fund. Ovarian
Cycle, which started in Atlanta, is now in
four additional cities: Birmingham,
Alabama; Boulder and Steamboat Springs,
Colorado; and Tallahassee, Florida.

Founded in 2004 by fitness expert
Bethany Diamond, Ovarian Cycle was her
way of coping with the loss of her best
friend, Debbie Flamm, to this relentless
disease. “I felt so helpless after her death.
Cycling and wellness just seemed like the
perfect fit,” she recalls. “So each spring,
we put our butts on those hard seats for six
long hours, in memory of women we’ve
lost and in honor of our mothers, daugh-
ters, sisters, and friends, whom we wish to
keep safe.” 

Ovarian Cycle has already raised
$645,000 to fight this battle. Each year, the
organization helps men and women get
into shape and raise funds for life-saving
research that will lead to a reliable, early
diagnostic test. 

“I’m passionate about Ovarian
Cycle,” says Erbar. “This is my second
event in memory of lost loved ones and in
honor of my daughter, so researchers can
find a cure.” Erbar has had genetic testing

and falls into the unknown category. “I
can’t change the future,” she says, “but I
can ask myself: What can I do to make
myself the best Kelli I can be?” 

To learn more about Ovarian Cycle or
to make a contribution, visit www.ovarian-
cycle.org. 

As we grow in size and maturity, we
build up a reservoir of knowledge and
information on which to draw in meeting
the daily challenges. We really do not
realize how much of what we do or how
we react is dependent on past experi-
ences and exposure to similar events. It
is only when we are confronted by events
or circumstances completely outside of
our field of knowledge that we realize
how much we need to have people or
groups to which to turn for help and
guidance.

This was the case for my family and
me.

Three years ago, during Passover,
my mother suffered a stroke. Thankfully,
she survived, but the family dynamics
abruptly changed. No longer was she
able to take care of the daily responsibil-

ities of operating the house. Now, instead
of having her steady hand always there to
tend to the needs of others, she was on
the receiving end. My father found that
he needed to be the caregiver, dispensing
medication and taking care of her needs. 

It quickly became evident that we
were going to need some home help to
address the circumstances in which we
found ourselves. But neither I nor any
other member of our family had ever
been in this position before, and, frankly,
we really did not know what it was that

we were looking for. As we searched for
help and talked with a number of people,
it was obvious that we were not unique.
With the aging population, senior care
has become an ever-increasing need.

But we were talking about MY
MOM. This was not some third-person,
theoretical situation; I was dealing with
first-person needs. I found that there was
a whole new set of acronyms that I had to
learn to decipher, and there were new
protocols that governed what, when, and
how we could deal with the new condi-
tions. Luckily, the handling of financial
matters was not a problem, which is not
always the case.

For me, this experience led to a com-
mitment to try to help others to not be
blindsided by the maze of uncertainties
that arise in these circumstances.

Luckily, my friend Lester Czuper, with
whom I had served as a board member at
Congregation Ariel while he was presi-
dent, had an interest in this same field.
What evolved was A Caring Approach, a
homecare agency that provides Certified
Nursing Assistants, Registered Nurses,
and Licensed Practical Nurses on a short-
term or long-term basis. In additional to
these professional qualifications, we
have trained a few of the service givers
in the laws of kashrut and the Sabbath.

I never could have envisioned all of
the changes in my life that the stroke my
mother had during that Passover three
years ago brought about. I did see what
the effects such an occurrence can have
on a family, and Lester and I are dedicat-
ed to help growing older a bit easier. 
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Unexpected happenings can lead to unanticipated results

Jeff
Taratoot

BY

Ovarian Cycle inspires Kelli Erbar

For the second year in a row, Kelli
Erbar pedaled hard at Ovarian Cycle,
in memory of her mother, Deanna.



The 2010 annual conference of the
Association of Jewish Aging Services
(AJAS) was held in Atlanta, April 11-14.
AJAS has a membership of over 115
organizations, including Jewish-sponsored
nursing homes, housing communities, and
outreach programs, throughout the U. S.
and Canada. 

AJAS members opened the confer-
ence in a meaningful way by attending a
Holocaust Remembrance Day ceremony at
the Buckhead Hyatt Hotel. The conference
itself was filled with workshops, speakers,
and discussions addressing various issues
of importance to the elderly, including
Medicare, reciprocal caretaking, using
social media, and many other topics. 

On Tuesday morning, I was a guest at
a breakfast honoring Steve Berman, who
was receiving the National Trustee of the
Year award for his work on behalf of the
frail elderly. Steve is a past president of the
William Breman Jewish Home, serves on
the board of the Home, and is president of
the Jewish Home Foundation. He is also
president-elect of Temple Sinai.

In accepting the award, Steve spoke

about his passion
for serving this
population. It was
so very touching to
hear him speak
about how people
in our community
took him under
their wings and
taught him what it
means to give
back. He gave
credit to all the
p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,

including the staff at The William Breman
Jewish Home, for their diligence in attend-
ing to the needs of the people who are
under their care. 

In the effort to involve younger people
in issues affecting the elderly, Steve char-
acterized today’s challenges as “the three

E’s”:

• Education: Providing younger trustees
the facts about serving the elderly popula-
tion.
• Engagement: Getting younger members
of the community involved and attending
several board meetings a year without cre-
ating additional burdens in their already
busy lives.
• Encouragement: Older board members
must continually thank younger members
for their service, which they can do, in
part, by communicating via tools like e-
mail, texting, Twitter, or Facebook.

Steve also pointed out that, since peo-
ple are living longer, there will be more
and more need for services, a sobering
reality.

Steve is deserving of this prestigious
award. Congratulations to him.
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By Debra Cohen

Justin Cohen and Zachary Rich met in
the two-year-old class at The Epstein
School in 1999 and have been friends and
classmates ever since. They both love math
and are fierce competitors on the soccer,
basketball, and baseball fields.

Now that they are both celebrating their
bar mitzvah year, Justin and Zachary have
teamed up to create a unique fundraiser dur-
ing the first weekend in June. Climb for the
Cure & Hike for Hospice, a 1.3-mile walk
up Stone Mountain, starts at 10:00 a.m.,
Sunday, June 6, at the base of the Walk-Up
Trail. Justin and Zachary chose to have their
fundraiser at Stone Mountain because it is a
meaningful place to come together as a
community. “Life is a climb with many ups
and downs. The Climb & Hike represents a
way to go through life as a community, sup-
porting each other in times of need,” states
Justin. 

Zachary Rich has decided to donate
half the funds raised from this hike to
Weinstein Hospice, because it helped him
and his family through the death of his
grandfather, the Honorable Harold C.
Abramson. “Big Papa was the person who I
always looked up to and was always my
inspiration who kept me going. He was a
cowboy. A person who was always so
respectful to others, in line at a grocery
store, saying ‘how are you doing today,’ or
in the court as a judge. He loved to be with
his four grandchildren, Kara, Meryl, Jordan,
and me. 

“When Big Papa got very sick, my
family chose the Weinstein Hospice. They
made sure he was very comfortable, and not
only did they help Big Papa so much, they
also helped my family.... Weinstein Hospice
helped me through the process of getting
through his death and knowing that my
grandfather was in a better place. They
made the light shine through for me in a
time with so many clouds. I am very thank-
ful for the Weinstein Hospice, and for this,
Justin and I have decided to donate half of

the money we receive to the Weinstein
Hospice.”

Justin Cohen has chosen to raise
money to help find a cure for Alzheimer’s
disease. “Last month, I went to
Fountainview, an end-stage Alzheimer’s
facility, with my dad, who provides dental
care for Alzheimer’s patients. It is very sad
to see the Alzheimer’s patients, because
some don’t know who they are, while others
can’t even control their movements. The
patients forget everything at some point as
the Alzheimer’s disease progresses, becom-
ing an identity thief. 

“I want to help raise money to find a
cure for this terrible disease, so that the
number of people getting diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s doesn’t keep increasing. Over
5 million people in the United States cur-
rently have Alzheimer’s and over 200,000
here in Georgia. In an effort to raise money,
I have participated every year in the
Memory Walk sponsored by the
Alzheimer’s Association. 

“For people who are interested in learn-
ing more about Alzheimer’s, I recommend
reading the book Still Alice. It is a unique

book about a 50-year-old Harvard professor
who gets early-onset Alzheimer’s disease
and the devastating effects it has on every-
one around her. 

“I hope this bar mitzvah project helps
raise awareness about this disease and rais-
es a lot of money to help find a cure.” 

Climb for the Cure & Hike for Hospice
has already gotten the support of some won-
derful sponsors, such as Stone Mountain
Park, Cohen Care Center for Dental Health,
NeuroStudies.net, T2Tennis, and the
Alzheimer’s Association of Georgia. More

sponsors are welcome to join in this com-
munity effort. Drinks, light refreshments,
giveaways for the first 100 people who reg-
ister, and a raffle that will be held ceremo-
nially on top of Stone Mountain have all
been made possible through sponsorships. 

With this fundraiser, Zachary and
Justin are taking their first steps toward
becoming active, vital contributors to the
community. 

To register for or donate to the Climb
for the Cure & Hike for Hospice, visit
www.climbandhike.myevent.com.

Climb for the Cure & Hike for Hospice

Justin Cohen and Zachary Rich at Stone Mountain Park

Justin and his dad at workZachary and Big Papa

AJAS—50 years of success

Marice
Katz

BY

Steve Berman
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If the first word that comes to mind
when you hear “Shabbat Shalom” is
“hey,” then you are in good company.
Arguably one of the most important
Jewish holidays, Shabbat is the corner-
stone of Jewish life and often the source
of fond memories. The candle lighting,
the blessings, the songs—these are all
reminders of how great it is to be Jewish. 

Shabbat is the reason Robyn Shippel

gets excited about playing music every
week. With Shabbat Rocks, her new
album, she can now share that joy with
everyone.

Robyn’s musical career started in
preschool, when she received a “best
singer” award. Growing up in what was
then Miami’s thriving Jewish community,
she started her education at the local
Jewish day school. In middle school,

Robyn was recognized for excellence in
the Miami Choral Society’s Girl’s Choir
and was accepted into the Talented Music
Program at Southwood Center for the
Arts. She began guitar lessons immediate-
ly after, transitioning from choir singer to
guitarist in high school. 

Consequently, Robyn was asked to
join SEFTY (Southeast Federation of
Temple Youth) as the chapter’s song
leader, which led her to spending two
summers leading Camp Coleman in song.
At this point, her career path was already
defined, or so she thought.

Robyn entered the University of
Georgia as a voice major, but graduated
with a degree in early childhood educa-
tion. Her varied talents and education
helped her land her first gig as the reli-
gious school music teacher and specialist
for the Marcus Jewish Community Center
of Atlanta’s three-campus preschool pro-
gram, where she still spreads ruach in
many weekly Shabbat celebrations. 

Robyn’s career took another turn
when she met producer and drummer
Bram Bessoff, whose daughter attended
the MJCCA’s Sunshine School. After
eight years touring in an alternative rock
jam band, Bram was looking for a new
project that was more in line with his taste

for rock. “After seeing the way these kids
would get so worked up every Friday for
Shabbat Sing, I just knew someone had to
record this,” said Bram, a veteran of the
Atlanta music community, drummer for
Soup, and partner in SoundArt Records.
“As of late, I’ve been singing a lot of
classic Jewish prayer melodies from my
childhood in my head, but I would hear
them set to a rock ‘n’ roll soundtrack. In
many ways, it was a reminder to get
myself and family active in Judaism
again. Robyn became the catalyst.” 

Rather than just recording another
kid’s album of traditional Shabbat songs,
Bram and Robyn set out on a two-year
journey with co-producer Steve Sparks to
create a record that both children and
adults can enjoy together. The result is
Shabbat Rocks. The album features six
traditional Shabbat celebration songs,
along with the Friday night blessings,
including an original song arrangement of
the children’s blessing. 

“We don’t know what is in store for
me as a contemporary Jewish artist,” says
Robyn. “We’re just doing what feels right
and natural to us, spreading the joy of
Shabbat to all who want to celebrate.
Who knows what’s next—perhaps
Chanukah Rocks, but there’s always
Purim and the double live album we’ll
need to record in order to cover all of
Passover. There is so much to celebrate in
being Jewish and so much music for us to
record and perform, it could literally keep
us busy for a lifetime.”

Robyn is currently working on a
national tour. She also runs programs for
congregations and organizations,
enabling them to raise funds through her
CD sales and live performances. For
booking, fundraising, and general
inquiries, contact SoundArt Records at
info@shabbatrocks.com. For CD pur-
chases, additional information about
Robyn, and more, visit shabbatrocks.com.
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One of the world’s foremost portrait
artists—an Atlanta resident—has created a
new portrait of Yitzhak Rabin to add to his
World Leaders Collection, an educational
series undertaken in partnership with for-
mer Ambassador Andrew Young.

Rossin’s commissions already grace
several U.S. presidential libraries and muse-
ums, as well as the Vatican. Also included in
the collection are contemporary paintings of
Nelson Mandela, George Washington,
Abraham Lincoln, Teddy Roosevelt, and
former Nigerian President Olusegun
Obasanjo.

The collection could head to the United
Nations this fall as part of an initiative cre-
ated by former U.N. Ambassador Andrew
Young and Rossin to promote global under-
standing. No date has been scheduled, but

Young and Rossin are working to put the
collection on temporary display at the glob-
al body’s New York headquarters.

Rossin, 46, moved to Atlanta from
Bulgaria nine years ago and lives in
Buckhead with his wife and two young chil-
dren. The artist said he was drawn to Rabin
by the slain Israeli leader’s humanity and
complex personality.

“It was a natural and obvious choice,”
said Rossin.

“A soldier and a peacemaker, a states-
man and noble spirit. A man of few words
who commands respect and adoration at the
same time. You can see it in his face that he
is a strong believer in his principles and his
cause.”

Added Rossin, “More than anything,
Rabin possesses a spectacular, rare quali-

ty—the ability not only to see the big pic-
ture, but also to convey certain ideas and
historical messages.”

As a Bulgarian, Rossin noted he also
feels an affinity for the Jewish people.

“Just like Israel, Bulgaria is a small
country built at the crossroads of the West
and East. For more than 14 centuries, the
Bulgarian people have learned a thing or
two about tolerance, resilience, and sur-
vival.... It will take forever to go back in
history and see the striking similarities and
few differences, to understand why a natu-
ral empathy [for the Jewish people] runs in
my blood. I’m especially proud that during
World War II, Bulgarians as a whole rose in
defense of their Jewish population...this fact
alone gives a sense of pride to our genera-
tion.”

Famed Atlanta painter adds Yitzhak Rabin to World Leaders Collection 

Rossin at work on his portrait of
Yitzhak Rabin

Robyn Shippel celebrates Shabbat with music for all ages



On Sunday, February 21, just two days
after returning from Israel at 6:35 a.m., I
drove over three hours to Valdosta, Georgia,
a place I had never visited, to speak for 10
minutes to Temple Israel on the occasion of
its granting the first Shalom (Peace) Award
to Mayor John Fretti. The award was the
brainchild of the temple’s rabbi, Moshe M.
Elbaz. I was accompanied by Jewish
National Fund’s Israeli Emissary to the
Southeast Ronnie Porat, who drove even
farther to get there.

Upon arrival, we inquired as to why
this mayor in this town—with a rather small
Jewish population—was receiving this
award. We were told that Mayor Fretti stood
by the temple and the congregation during
Israel’s Operation Cast Lead. 

(A brief recap: For over eight years, the
citizens of the small town of Sderot,
Israel—located less than two miles from
Gaza—and the surrounding areas suffered
more than 8,000 rocket attacks before Israel
responded. Israel’s response was denounced
by the free world as well as the radical
world. The repercussions of that denuncia-
tion still reverberate around the world.) 

I visited Sderot with Jewish National
Fund (JNF) in the spring of 2009 and partic-
ipated in the first Purim carnival in the
town—the first Purim carnival the children
had seen in eight years. The impetus for the
long overdue festival was that the children,
for the first time, had a safe place to play—

in the largest bomb shelter/playground in
the world, which was built by JNF. In
Sderot, children have only 15 seconds to
seek shelter from the time the sirens sound
to impact. 

In early March of this year, I returned to
Sderot. There, I witnessed children thriving
and pouring into the playground after
school, because Operation Cast Lead
stopped most of the rockets. (Although one
rocket hit Sderot on February 3.)

I know that for Mayor Fretti of
Valdosta, to stand with his Jewish citizens in
the face of community hostility was an act
that required courage—and one that
deserved thanks and recognition from the
temple, from JNF, from Israel, and, I dare-
say, from everyone who believes that Israel
has the right to continue to thrive as a sov-
ereign nation.

While in Israel, our group discussed our
personal “Jewish struggles,” and I shared
one that was particularly pertinent to this
gathering. Why is it that our children, our
Jewish children, are less important than the
other children in the world? Why in 2006—

when the world was watching the second
Lebanese war between Israel and Lebanon,
while JNF was shuttling Israeli kids from
the north to “summer camps” so they could
get away from the danger—did the media
not focus on those children and were not
even aware that in the South, in Sderot, the
rockets were daily raining down on our chil-
dren?

Why is it that even the Jewish popula-
tion in the Diaspora was unaware of the
level of trauma being wrought on our chil-
dren in Israel as long ago as 2006, when the
cameras were trained on Israel during the
second Lebanon War?

Why is it that when Israel finally had to
respond, the world immediately turned its

spotlight on the children of Gaza? Where is
the story about our Jewish children and their
suffering?

So, for the Mayor of Valdosta to stand
with us is the most that we could hope for.

Yes, there is much to continue to be
euphoric about, and much of it is here, in
our wonderful small communities. Thank
you, Mayor Fretti, and thank you, Temple
Israel, for allowing me and JNF to be a part
of your celebration.

Lauren Mescon is co-president of Jewish
National Fund Southeast.
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Mayor John Fretti and Rabbi Moshe
M. Elbaz with the Shalom Award

Mayor Fretti and Lauren Mescon

Mayor of Valdosta a Hero to Jews everywhere

Lauren 
Mescon

BY
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“We must learn to live together as brothers
or perish together as fools.”
Martin Luther King, Jr.

For me, there is no group of individuals
for whom I have greater respect and admira-
tion, nor is there any group for whom I stand
in greater awe than those that we refer to as
the Righteous Gentiles. These are individuals
who, during the Nazi atrocities of World War
II, were willing to look into the face of evil
and, in spite of possible death for them and
their families, were willing to try to save the
lives of innocent Jews because it was the
right thing to do. They did not create the des-
ignation of Righteous Gentiles: They did not
attempt to assign a word definition to the
appellation: What they did do was to give
meaning by their lives to the word righteous
with more than mere words – their very
actions became the definition.

It is easy to talk in the abstract about
good versus evil. Most religions and societies
address the dichotomy that exists between
these and attempt to motivate people towards
the good. In Judaism, we acknowledge that
the inclination toward good and evil exists
within each person (yetzer hatov – the good
inclination and yetzer hara – the evil inclina-
tion), and that through the pursuit of yetzer
hatov we move closer to our commitment to
God. While often it is difficult to say which
inclination has the upper hand, it seems to me
that yetzer hatov is coming out on top.

This month, I found myself in a battle
between a group of individuals that had
allowed their evil inclination to control their
actions and another group whose humanity
was repulsed by these unconscionable acts.
The location for one of these public demon-
strations was the offices of The Jewish
Georgian.

My reason for writing this piece is to
recognize and thank those individuals and

groups, many of whom were strangers, that
contacted me this month to offer their help
and support, and to stand up and publically
condemn this fringe group that was coming
to town to spew forth venomous epithets.
Rather than giving credence to myopic haters
by focusing on their evil, I want to acknowl-
edge and recognize the good and righteous
among us whose only goal is to act as an anti-
dote to the odious, toxic bigotry that hisses
forth from the demonic actions.

Among those that contacted us con-
demning the acts of this group were three
local Baptist churches, which unstintingly
spoke out in condemnation of the hatred
manifested by these demonstrations. Since
the hate action was by a group who used the
appellation Baptist in its name, it was mean-
ingful to us that our local friends and neigh-
bors who are in the mainstream Baptist
denomination wanted to make a clear state-
ment that these actions were not representa-
tive. Nothing could be clearer than the state-
ment by one of these church groups which
wrote that they stand “in solidarity with you
against hate and injustice.”

Our thanks to the Sandy Springs Police,
to the good people of Atlanta of all denomi-
nations, and the humanity and goodwill of
the citizens of this country. The hymn Hine
Ma Tov, which is based on Psalm 133, says it
best:

“How good and pleasant it is when
brothers dwell together in unity.”

Goodness still exceeds evil

Marvin
Botnick

BY



When Dr. Kenneth Stein of Emory
University spoke recently at Ahavath
Achim Synagogue under the auspices of
the newly formed Jewish Community
Relations Council of Atlanta, he warned
of our present inability to contain the
disturbing spate of Israel-bashing that
surrounds us today. He wasn’t referring
as much to the canards that stem from
inherent anti-Semitism as he was to the
political propaganda that, sadly, some
of our own people naively believe and
repeat. 

The gist of Dr. Stein’s impassioned
charge was that shamefully few
Diaspora Jews know enough modern
Jewish history—especially that of Israel
and the Middle East—to intelligently
discuss the subject, much less effective-
ly argue when confronted with damag-
ing criticism of the Jewish state. Even
those of us who visit there and take or
send our children rarely possess an
arsenal of facts by which to refute false
accusations and half-truths. Devoted we
are, but love without knowledge is no
match for purveyors of hate.

The remedy lies in education, of
course, but few teachers have been
trained to deal with the subject of mod-
ern Israeli history. In order to correct
that, Dr. Stein established the Center for
Israel Education, providing support for

teacher seminars, publication and dis-
tribution of books and syllabi, and other
essentials for learning. He needs our
help. Money is important, but money
alone will not solve the problem. He
urges us to direct contributions specifi-
cally to the subject of modern Israeli
history and to study it ourselves.

To illustrate the need to include
Israel history in standard curricula for
day schools and colleges, Dr. Stein
mentioned that most of his current
freshman students at Emory were born
in 1991 and thus have no personalized
concept of what happened in Israel
before the Intifada. Their parents’ gen-
eration could hardly do better, having
been too young to experience the world-
wide Jewish trauma of the Yom Kippur
War or the gut-wrenching fear followed
by exhilaration of victory in the Six-
Day War.

And what about those of us who do
remember? What solid knowledge do
we have of what went on before? How

much do we know about the Jews of
Palestine who preceded the Holocaust?

Certainly, most of us have heard of
the Yishuv and the most notable philan-
thropists who funded and promoted
those settlements in the 1800s, but what
do we know about the millennia-old
Jewish communities of Tiberias and
Safed and Jerusalem that first wel-
comed the pioneer Zionists and then the
survivors of Nazi savagery?

We’ve probably heard of the volun-
teer Jewish Brigade from Palestine that
fought as part of the British army in
World War II, but how many of us real-
ize that they belonged to a vibrant
Jewish population of 400,000 that had
already established such cultural insti-
tutions as libraries, publishing houses,
hospitals, a world-class university, a
symphony orchestra, and a national the-
ater? 

It also behooves us to examine sta-
tistics on the migration of non-Jews
into the area that is now Israel on the
heels of the Second Yishuv and later
during the British Mandate. Jewish set-
tlers and then British government work-
ers attracted business and improved liv-
ing conditions in territory that, along
with other parts of the Middle East, had

been devastated by four centuries of
absentee ownership by Ottoman rulers.
Impoverished neighbors noticed and
moved in. By the time of Israel’s inde-
pendence, descendants of those
migrants had been settled there for gen-
erations, merged with their coreligion-
ists as many Jews had done with theirs
throughout the centuries, and lost all
connection to ancestral roots elsewhere.

Yes, we are well aware that the sit-
uation is complicated, that there are no
easy answers and probably no end to the
conflict in our lifetime. But that doesn’t
excuse us from action in the war of
words, fighting the abrogation of truth
wherever we find it, defending the
integrity of Israel and the Jewish peo-
ple. We can stop complaining that
things are bad and telling ourselves that
there’s nothing we can do about it.
Everybody can find something helpful
to do, even if it takes concentrated cre-
ative thinking to figure out what that is.
And all of us can begin by learning, by
deepening our knowledge of Israel’s
history from Talmudic times until
today.

Thank you, Ken Stein, for giving us
a scolding that most of us deserve.
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The Blumberg Report

Janice Rothschild
Blumberg
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Debbie Haber and David (Dave)
Deutsch are the talk of The Jewish Tower.
They met scarcely one year ago, and this
May they became Mr. & Mrs. David
Deutsch.

Why would an 82 year old (Dave) and
a 72 year old (Debbie) want to get married
when they are already practically living
together? For the moment, they still have
their own apartments, but they spend a lot
of time together in The Tower lobby and
going out together for dinner.

“We got married,” David said,
“because we love each other, and we do not
like living alone.” So they tied the knot in
May before family and a mostly Tower
crowd of 50 people.

Both were born and raised in Brooklyn,
New York, although they lived miles apart.
Both were Dodgers fans. Debbie grew up in
the shadows of Ebbets Field, Dave on the
beach at Coney Island.

Debbie graduated from Midwood High
School in Brooklyn, Dave from the
Vocational High School in Manhattan. For
Dave, it was a subway ride from Brooklyn
into the city five days a week.

Debbie graduated from Brooklyn
Community College. Dave went to work
for the Charles C. Young Co., mostly as
plant manager.

“The first time I saw Dave,” Debbie
said, “I was immediately smitten. We were
sitting together in The Tower lobby. I found

him funny, charming, someone with a good
sense of humor. I knew at once I did not
want to live without him.”

Their nights dining out will be few and
far between, because Debbie loves to cook
and Dave loves her cooking.

Both came to Atlanta via Florida to be
with their children, Debbie four years ago
from Deerfield Beach and Dave two years
ago from Sunrise.

The wedding ceremony, conducted by
Rabbi Neil Sandler of Ahavath Achim
Synagogue, included Dave’s darling two-
year-old granddaughter, Leah, as flower
girl.

In attendance were Dave’s children
Steven and Diane, Sandra, June and John,
and seven grandchildren and Debbie’s chil-
dren Steven, Bonnie, Robin and Keith, and
four grandchildren.

There was wedding music and dancing
in The Tower recreation room.

Words of wisdom from the newlyweds:
“It’s never too late.”

The newlyweds honeymooned in Palm
Beach, Florida.

Never too late for love

Gene
Asher

BY



By Erin O’Shinskey

KIRSCHNER HONORED. The Davis
Academy honored Head of School Sidney
Kirschner for his leadership and service at
the school and in the community at its 2010
Community Celebration gala, April 17, at
The Temple. Speakers included Kirschner’s
children (Lisa Greenberg, Lori Kirschner,
and Ron Kirschner) and grandchildren
(Davis 6th-grader Jamie and Haley, who
graduated from Davis last year), The
Temple Rabbi Emeritus Alvin Sugarman,
and Federation Board Chair Carol Cooper.
Through the generosity of more than 200
sponsors and 300 guests, the evening raised
more than $325,000 to benefit the students
and programs of The Davis Academy. 

Sid Kirschner and Community
Celebration Committee Chairs: (from
left) Jerry and Pearlann Horowitz,
Sid Kirschner, Ann and Jay Davis

Davis students hold Havdallah can-
dles and sing Havdallah prayers at
the Community Celebration. In the
back (from left) Rabbi Steven Rau
(director of Lifelong Learning at The
Temple & Davis board member),
Rabbi Micah Lapidus (Davis director
of Hebrew and Judaic Studies), and
Rabbi Peter Berg (The Temple Senior
Rabbi) join in the blessings.

HELPING THE HUNGRY. For the 6th con-
secutive year, Atlanta’s 120,000-strong
Jewish community was the largest faith-
based fundraiser for the annual Hunger
Walk/Run, which took place March 14, in
downtown Atlanta. Jewish Federation of
Greater Atlanta (JFGA) raised more than
$75,000 for this year’s Hunger Walk/Run.
The event’s six partners and 14 sponsors
raised $455,000. JFGA is a founding part-
ner of the walk and the walk coordinator for

more than 30 synagogues and 20 schools
and agencies in metro Atlanta. 

2010 Hunger Walk/Run participants

ALLY OF THE YEAR. The American
Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC)
recognized the pro-Israel activism of Joyce
T. Spielberger, associate executive director
of the Birmingham Jewish Federation, with
an Ally of the Year award at the AIPAC
Campus Awards Luncheon, held during the
2010 AIPAC Policy Conference in
Washington, D.C. Spielberger was recog-
nized for invaluable community building
efforts leading up to the conference. She
capitalized on the opportunity to broaden
her state’s representation at the conference
by bringing delegates from universities that
in the past were not commonly represented.

FAMILY FUNDAY. Amit’s Summer Camp
Family Fun Day took place March 7, at The
Foundry at Puritan Mill. Contemporary
Jewish singer/songwriter Julie Silver
helped introduce Amit’s new Illustrated
Torah by leading everyone in song and per-
forming with some of the children and
grandparents. Eventscapes transformed
Puritan Mill into a camp-themed room,
Amusement Masters provided interactive
entertainment, and Button It Up took pho-
tos.

Amit volunteers finish setting up for
the 9th Annual Family Funday.
Pictured: (from left) Event Chair Gayle
Siegel, Board President Linda Bressler,
Michelle Simon, and Bobbi Miller

Amit volunteers and board members
pose before setting up for Family
Funday

Amit board member George Stern
sings a duet with entertainer Julie
Silver

Artist Flora Rosefsky designed a
beautiful cover that will adorn Amit’s
new Illustrated Torah. Pictured:
(from left) Rosefsky, Jeanette
Arogeti, and Jane Durham

36 YEARS. The 2010 Epstein Celebration,
with the theme “36 Years of ‘Living
Epstein,’” honored the Hirsch/Greenberg
family. Etta Raye Hirsch—along with her
husband, Henry (z’’l )—has been a gener-
ous supporter and lay leader of The Epstein
School since its inception. Etta Raye con-
tinues as a grandparent volunteer and has
served on the board of trustees with daugh-
ter Lisa Greenberg. Lisa and her brother,
David Hirsch, are alumni and current par-
ents. Along with their spouses, Seth and
Michele, they continue the tradition of
involvement in the school.

Seth Greenberg, Kevin Bannon, Etta
Ray Hirsch, David Hirsch, Greg
Silberman, and Sam Fraundorf at the
2010 Epstein Celebration

NEW CHOICE IN FULL-DAY
PRESCHOOL. The Alefbet Preschool at
Congregation Beth Shalom is expanding to
a full-day preschool. Beginning fall 2010,
parents have a half-day or full-day option.
Hours will be from 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. The
curriculum includes Zoophonics early liter-
acy program, science, movement, The
Music Class Program, and Judaics. The
school has highly qualified teachers and a
low student/teacher ratio. Alefbet Preschool
is a synagogue of excellence preschool and
an early intervention school. It was the first

Atlanta preschool to utilize the microSteps
Technology Program. For information, call
Leslie Lopp at 770-399-7622.

Roee Adani and Alefbet Preschool
Director Leslie Lopp

INDEPENDENCE DAY. The Young
Leadership Council (YLC) of the JFGA
hosted the “Blue and White Party,” April
22, at Greystone at Piedmont Park to com-
memorate Israel’s Independence Day, Yom
Ha’atzmaut—the 62nd anniversary of
Israel’s declaration of its status as an inde-
pendent state. More than 200 people gath-
ered to celebrate the occasion and enjoy
entertainment from DJ Mike Czech and
Ethiopian/Israeli hip-hop duo Axum.

Axum (photos: Alana Zavett-Green)

“Blue and White Party” chairs
Michael Gurevich, Lauren Ball,
Rebekah Brown, and Scott Goldman

ANNE FRANK IN THE WORLD. The
internationally acclaimed “Anne Frank in
the World” exhibit is now in its new home
in Sandy Springs. This unique exhibit

teaches the lessons of
the Holocaust
through the lens of
Anne Frank. Visitors
are challenged to
think about the uni-
versal values of toler-
ance, mutual respect,
and human rights.
Volunteer opportuni-
ties are available for
greeters and docents.
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Training is provided. Visit www.holo-
caust.georgia.gov. For more information,
contact Sandra Craine, exhibit coordinator,
at 770-206-1557.

HEROES. Brad Meltzer, author of Heroes
for My Son, returned
to the Marcus
Jewish Community
Center of Atlanta, on
May 17, for a talk
and book signing.
Eight years ago, the
bestselling author
and new father start-
ed a list of heroes
whose virtues and
talents he wanted to
share with his son,
including Abraham
Lincoln, Rosa Parks,
Jim Henson, Amelia
E a r h a r t ,
Muhammad Ali, and
many other ordinary
people who
achieved the
extraordinary. The
list grew to include
the fifty-two people
gathered in Heroes
for My Son, a book
that parents and

their children can now enjoy together. 

AN ELEGANT EVENING. Alliance
Theatre Board Chair Howard Feinsand and
his wife, Ellen, hosted the Tony Evening
Patron Party prior to the May 1 Tony
Evening Gala. Ellen Feinsand co-chaired
the party with sponsor Martha Hayhurst of
Harry Norman, Realtors. Attendees includ-
ed Linda and Steve Selig, Bob Boltax,
Mary Page Platerink, Victoria and Howard
Palefsky, Carolyn and Rhett Tanner, Dr.
William Torres, Harrison Rohr, Michael
Taormina, Dr. Bobbie Bailey, Lisa Bankoff,
Tracie Arnold, Alan Schreihofer, Devyne
Stephens, Lisa Borders, Alliance Children’s
Theatre Artistic Director Rosemary
Newcott, Susan Tucker, Anna and Hays
Mershon, Marcia and John Donnell, and
Jonathan Shapero.

Dan Reardon (center) of presenting
sponsor North Highland was
thanked for his generosity to A Tony
Evening by (l-r) event Chair Melanie
Boltax, sponsors Steve Selig, Martha
Hayhurst of Harry Norman, Realtors,
and Linda Selig.

Jonathan Shapero (from left), spon-
sor Dr. Bobbie Bailey, Linda Selig,
and Entertainment Chair Michael
Taormina enjoyed the festive Patron
Party for A Tony Evening.

A Tony Evening Committee Chair
Victoria Palefsky was welcomed to
the Patron Party by hosts Howard
and Ellen Feinsand.

Perri Schwartz and her parents,
Janel and Jason, were in New York
for the ringing of the opening bell of
the New York Stock Exchange, in cel-
ebration of World Autism Awareness
Day, April 1. Perri’s Peeps is a team
that will participate in the Georgia
Walk Now for Autism Speaks, May
23.

FACULTY IN THE FIELD. The
Brandeis University Alumni
Association and the Brandeis
National Committee presented “An
Introduction to American Jewish

Humor,” a Faculty in the Field pro-
gram with Brandeis Professor
Stephen Whitfield, April 18, at the
MJCCA. Pictured: Professor
Whitfield (center) with Judy and Ed
Feldstein, Brandeis alumni and
event co-chairs (left); and Valerie
Miller and Ann Rawn, Brandeis
National Committee co-presidents.

Joining in the 62nd Yom Ha’atzmaut
(Israel Independence Day) celebra-
tion hosted by the Consulate
General of Israel to the Southeast at
The Temple were Jay Zandman,
Robert Port, and Ronnie Porat.

Brad Meltzer (photo:
Jackie Merri Meyer)

Heroes for My
Son (photo:
HarperStudio)

This award was established in 1978
by the Order of the Old Well in memory

of one of its
charter mem-
bers, Ernest L.
Mackie, profes-
sor of mathemat-
ics. Dr. Mackie
also served as
Dead of
Students, Dean
of Student
Awards and
D i s t i n c t i o n s ,

and Secretary-Treasurer of Phi Beta
Kappa. The award is presented to the
man of the junior class who has been
judged most outstanding in character,
scholarship, and leadership.

The award was presented by the
Chancellor David Baron at a special
awards ceremony at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill on April
14, 2010. 

David is the son of Roy and Karen
Baron and a grandson of Alvin Brown
and the late Doris Brown and Harry and
Elizabeth Strauss.

David Baron Recipient of The Ernest L. Mackie Award 

David Baron
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Our granddaughter, Robin Socol, grew
up in Greensboro, North Carolina, and
attended Jewish day schools there until she
was ready for high school. She then became
a student at the American Hebrew
Academy (AHA), one the first non-
Orthodox boarding high schools in the
United States. Robin proved to be an out-
standing student, possessed with an abun-
dance of intelligence, curiosity, and an
insatiable appetite for reading. Her bat
mitzvah and the language department of
AHA helped her develop her proficiency in
Hebrew.

After graduating from AHA in 2007,
Robin was admitted to Tufts University and
undertook a double major in psychology
and international studies. She earned some
of her college expense money through
scholarships and by working in the school
library. At the midpoint of her junior year,
she decided that she wanted to spend a
semester overseas to become fluent in
Arabic. She applied to and was accepted
into a program known as Amideast. The
cost of this study was considerable, but
Robin applied for and received a Benjamin
Gilman International Scholarship. The U.S.
State Department awarded her additional
funds, because she was studying a critical
language while abroad.

Robin learned that she would be going
to Morocco as a student at Mohammed V
University-Agdal. Her actual classes would
be in the Amideast program office in Rabat,
the capital of Morocco. She had hoped to
live with a Muslim family in order to learn
more about another religion. Instead, Robin
and her roommate, Rachel Goldrich, the
only Jewish girls in the program, were
assigned to live with a Jewish couple in
Medina, an ancient suburb of Rabat. There
are only 100 Jews living in Rabat.

Robin enthusiastically began her stud-
ies in Modern Standard Arabic, Moroccan
Arabic, Political Systems in the Maghrib,
Islam and the West, and a women’s studies
course called Gender, Islam, and Society.
Most of her professors are Moroccan and
very knowledgeable and talented.

Despite a heavy course load, Robin
and Rachel volunteer to teach once a week
at a youth development association in a
lower-income neighborhood in Rabat. The
students range in age from 12 to 38. They
are highly motivated, and teaching them is
a pleasure.

During these past three months, Robin
has sent descriptive and prolific e-mails.
Below are some excerpts.

Tea, the Champagne of Morocco:

Rachel and I are starting to get the
hang of teaching at our association, but
only because we’ve learned to prepare for
absolutely anything. Association leaders
keep changing their minds about the best
way to utilize our volunteer services, so
now they have decided to save the very best
English-speaking students for us.

One of the most enjoyable aspects of

teaching is adapting traditional ESL
[English as a second language] lesson
plans to Morocco culture. Instead of sen-
tence-building activities that describe
going to the mall or the gym, our hypothet-
ical personal pronouns always, never, or
often go to the souq or the hammam. I think
it helps the students conceptualize the rules
and gives us a better dialogue about local
customs. So far, my favorite quote came
from a student during our food unit. She
said, ‘Tea is the champagne of Morocco.’
As a newly 21-year-old female in a country
in which alcohol is harram bezzaf (very
reprehensible), boy, do I know what she’s
talking about.

A Children’s Hospital:

We went on a cultural excursion visit to
the children’s ward of Ibn Sina Hospital in
Suissi, one of only two hospitals in
Morocco that treat pediatric cancer. Until
the 1980s, Morocco wasn’t equipped to
treat cancer at all. Children who had can-
cer were sent home with medicine to ease
the pain, but without any hope of surviving.

The children we visited were being
treated for diabetes or cancer, and with all
of them running around, you couldn’t tell
who was suffering from what. We played
games, painted, made music, and basically
just had a blast for a few hours with the
kids, who were all incredibly friendly and
happy to see us. We amused the children by
singing Moroccan folk songs we’ve been
learning and a more contemporary song
about peace in the world. We danced,
laughed, and I think all of us forgot where
we were for a few hours, as even the lan-
guage barrier didn’t present much of a
problem. As we were leaving, one little girl
ran up to me and kissed me on both cheeks,
and I just about melted. It was a good day.

At the Beach:

One of my favorite moments of the
weekend was spent at the beach on a warm
morning, watching the locals play soccer,
fish, and make rounds with their hash
cakes, which they call “space cakes.”
Anything you wish to do can be arranged
by the touts [vendors] on the beach. They
offer camel rides, windsurfing, horse trots,
and many other excursions. We opted for
just sunbathing and reading, which were
interrupted only by some adorable
Saouican boys who devised a game of
“trick the white girl.” They would kick
their soccer ball into the ocean while we
weren’t looking, then pout at us from a dis-
tance until one of us (okay, just me) would
stroll into the water and retrieve it for them.

Robin in Rabat

Leon
Socol

BY
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They were wearing shoes and socks, so it
seemed like the humane thing to do. When
the soccer ball ended up out there again,
and there was no sign of an organized
match, I realized that I was the game. Trick
the white girl. I decided to let their ball
float away a good bit, at which point one of
them had to run in, shoes, socks, and all,
and rescue it. I hope his wet sneakers
reminded him for the next few hours that
some white girls can’t be tricked. Not more
than once, at least.

In her young life, Robin has traveled
extensively to such far-flung places as
Nicaragua, Ukraine, and Israel. Before she
returns to the U.S. after finishing her
semester in Morocco, she is planning a
two-week trip by camel in the Sahara
Desert.

When Robin graduates from Tufts in
2011, she is seriously considering teaching
English abroad. She told us that students in
Morocco are incredibly motivated to learn,
because it is difficult to find a job in
Morocco if you speak only Darija and
Fus’ha. Students have to tackle a third lan-
guage—English, Spanish, or German—if
they want a job guarantee after they gradu-
ate. 

With her mastery of English, Hebrew,
and Arabic, Robin should also be a worthy
candidate some day for a position with the
U.S. State Department. Who knows? She
may vie for Hillary Clinton’s job!

Robin (second from left) and her
roommate, Rachel Goldrich, cele-
brate Purim in Morocco with friends.

Robin poses in Madrid, Spain, while
on holiday with her mother, Beth
Socol, who came to spend a few
days with her.
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Hilly Panovka, Sid Besmertnik, and
Daniel (Dan) Lipson were installed on the
2010-2013 National Board of Directors of
ORT America at the organization’s
Triennial National Convention, March 7, in
Chicago. The 32-member board works to
strengthen the organization, advance its
fund-raising capabilities, and reach out to
new members and supporters in communi-
ties across the nation.

ORT America supports a global net-
work of schools and high-tech training pro-
grams characterized by innovative curricu-
la and strategic educational initiatives.
Every year, ORT empowers 300,000 stu-
dents in 63 countries to become productive,
meaningfully employed citizens who can
lead their families and communities for-
ward.

Hilly Panovka begins her second term
on the board as a member of the executive
committee and chair of the Diamond
Ladder donor recognition society. A native

of South Africa, she first encountered ORT
in Israel, where she lived from 1963-1974.
She has been involved in the organization
since her arrival in Atlanta in 1979. Mrs.

Three Atlantans now serving on
ORT America’s national board

Hundreds of friends of Israel turned out
to honor Israeli Ambassador Reda Mansour
and Sandy Springs businessman Jay
Zandman at the 7th Annual Jewish National
Fund (JNF) Jack Hirsch Memorial
Breakfast, April 21, at Ahavath Achim
Synagogue. 

Jay Zandman and Ambassador Reda
Mansour with Ronnie Porat, JNF
shaliach to the Southeastern United
States

Ambassador Mansour received the
Tree of Life Award. This humanitarian
award is presented by JNF to individuals in
recognition of their outstanding community

involvement, dedication to the cause of
American-Israeli friendship, and devotion
to peace and the security of human life. The
award recognizes leaders for their achieve-
ments and innovations in industry, govern-
ment, and education. 

Ambassador Mansour has served as
consul general of Israel to the Southeastern
United States since August 2006.
Previously, he held posts in Ecuador,
Portugal, and as deputy consul general in
San Francisco. A longtime activist in the
promotion of dialogue between Arabs and
Jews in Israel, Ambassador Mansour has
taken part in many projects aimed at pro-
moting co-existence through cultural and
religious dialogue. He holds a master’s
degree from Harvard University’s Kennedy
School of Government and is a Ph.D. can-
didate in Haifa University’s Middle Eastern
History department. He is also an accom-
plished author of three books of poetry.

Jay Zandman received the Cantor Isaac
and Betty Goodfriend Community Service
Award, which was established in 2010 in
memory of the Goodfriends, who made
extraordinary and selfless contributions to
the betterment of the land and people of

Israel. The award is granted to an individual
who exemplifies the Goodfriends’ spirit and
has demonstrated a prolonged investment in
JNF and Israel at the grassroots leadership
level. 

Enoch Goodfriend, left, presents Jay
Zandman with the first Cantor Isaac
& Betty Goodfriend Community
Service Award.

Zandman, an executive with Atlanta-
based Manning & Nozick Insurance
Agency and a respected member of the
Atlanta Jewish community, is well known

for his tireless dedication and commitment.
He has been a longtime supporter of JNF
and currently serves on its Board of
Directors. Zandman is a member of the
Sandy Springs Business Council and a
member of Congregation Shearith Israel.
Originally from Brooklyn, Zandman has
lived in Atlanta for over 30 years. He and
his wife, Shelley, have two sons. 

Celebrating at the 7th Annual Jack
Hirsch Memorial Breakfast: (from
left) David Birnbrey, Michael Miller,
Event Chairs Dawn and Allan
Zachariah, and Lauren Mescon

JNF honors Ambassador Reda Mansour and businessman Jay Zandman

Sid Besmertnik and Hilly Panovka

By Flora Rosefsky

“Mommy, why can’t I come and sew
with you when you go to those
Pomegranate meetings with Grandma?”

This question, posed by my then six-
year-old granddaughter, inspired my
daughter, Carrie Rosefsky Wickham, to
host a children’s stitch-in. On March 2,
2008, members of The Peach State
Stitchers (the Pomegranate Guild’s
Atlanta Chapter) and their children,
grandchildren, and friends, were invited
to Carrie’s home for the first Peach State
Stitchers’ Children’s Stitch In, so the next
generation could learn how to sew. 

Anne Mandel, a Peach State Stitcher
who had years of experience working
with preschool and school-age children,
came up with a wonderful cross-stitch
embroidery workshop that first year: chil-
dren ages 5 -11, using their own hoops,

embroidered their names or initials in
Hebrew or English on gingham squares. 

Laraine Fine brought granddaughter
Aviva Fine to that first event. Aviva loved
it and eventually turned her project into a
pillow. Aviva’s brother, Zev, joined her

Mollie Feinberg with Anne Mandel

See STITCH IN, page 25
See ORT page 24

Stitch In binds the 
generations together
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Time for a real (kosher) Southern bar-
becue, y’all!

Since 1924, Johnny Harris has been a
legendary name in Southern barbecue.
From its beginning as a tiny BBQ joint,
Johnny Harris Restaurant grew to be one of
the largest and most popular full-service
restaurants in Savannah. Founder Johnny
Harris died in April 1942, but co-owner
Kermit “Red” Donaldson continued on and
eventually became a full owner. (No, the
restaurant is not kosher.)

Much of the restaurant’s reputation was
due to the now-famous sauce, which, like
most Southern sauces, achieved distinction
through trial-and-error development over a
period of years. In addition to the original
flavor, there are six other varieties. The ori-
gin of these sauces can be traced back to a
cook named John Moore, originally from
Virginia, who had committed the recipes to
memory. Johnny Harris wrote down the
recipes and passed them on to his descen-
dants and employees, one of whom was
Red Donaldson.

At the request of loyal fans, the restau-
rant began bottling the sauce for home use,
producing it by hand in the back kitchen
and selling it in recycled soda bottles.
Demand soon surpassed the production
capabilities of the busy restaurant’s kitchen,

and in 1950 the official Johnny Harris
Famous Bar-B-Que Sauce Company was
born. Red Donaldson died in 1969 at the
age of 59, but at the helm he left his wife,
Maude Donaldson, and family members,
including his son Phil Donaldson and Phil’s
daughter and son-in-law, Julie and B.J.
Lowenthal. Phil Donaldson is the current
CEO, and B.J. Lowenthal is company pres-
ident.

Why did the Johnny Harris Barbecue
Sauce Company decide to go forward with
kosher certification? It was due to the help
and encouragement (or should we say
noodging) of Lowenthal’s friend, Jewish
community leader David Garfunkel. And
how did the kashering process proceed? No
ingredient changes were necessary, but
there were two major challenges—chang-
ing the sauce vats’ coating (it was dairy)
and boiling and cleaning every piece of
equipment. Both were accomplished by the
dedicated, hard-working staff. 

Johnny Harris sauces are distributed
throughout the Southeast and shipped
worldwide in gift packs. There are five
BBQ sauce flavors—original, hickory,
Carolina mustard, beef, and spicy honey—
plus hot wing sauce and steak sauce. 

Kosher consumers can finally enjoy
these authentic, legendary Georgia-made
sauces. They are officially under kosher
certification of SAV-K (Savannah Kosher)
and will bear the SAV-K kosher certifica-
tion label. I have sampled the hickory and
original BBQ flavors and look forward to
trying the rest as soon as the labeling
process is complete (which likely will coin-
cide with the publication of this column).

All varieties are available online and at
many local supermarkets, including Publix,
Kroger, and Wal-Mart, or can be ordered in
gift packs at www.johnnyharris.com. By the
way, the most popular flavor is still the orig-
inal!

SAY CHEESE(CAKE)! Where can you
find the most delicious kosher (KVH certi-

fied) cheesecakes anywhere? The answer is
right here in Atlanta at the Atlanta
Cheesecake Company factory (1300 Shiloh
Road, Kennesaw, 770-427-4896) or at
atlantacheesecakecompany.com. And for a
nosh, according to Rabbi Reuven Stein of
the Atlanta Kashruth Commission, you can
also enjoy a slice at the Atlanta Cheesecake
Company café.

KITCHEN HELPERS

TWO—AND NEW—FROM CUISINART.
If it is time to invest in a new food proces-
sor, the 14-Cup Cuisinart Elite Collection
FP-14 is simply the one to choose. It is sim-
ilar to the original (mine has lasted over 20
years), but is stylishly redesigned and
reworked with some new exciting features,
including three nested bowls in graduated
sizes. It slices, chops, mixes, and even has a
dough-making feature, along with a com-
pact storage case. It is available locally at
Bed Bath & Beyond and The Cook’s
Warehouse.

I also like the new Cuisinart Warming
Tray WT-240. A stylish addition to any buf-
fet, it keeps food at the desired serving tem-
perature and is large enough to hold several
dishes at once. It has a smooth glass surface

Roberta
Scher

BY

Kosher Affairs

Johnny Harris Sauces

Cuisinart’s new Warming Tray
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and brushed metal base, both of which are
easy to clean. The 19” x 12” appliance
offers three different heat settings (150,
175, and 200 degrees) and other features
that could make it handy for use on the
Sabbath. (Of course, always check with
your rabbinical authority.)

For more information on either prod-
uct, visit cuisinart.com.

ESCALI WEIGHS IN. Every kitchen—
especially mine—should have a food ingre-
dient scale, and I am now using the Primo
digital kitchen scale by Escali. It has been
rated best value (of course, I like that) by
Consumer’s Digest, and it is available in 12
colors. It is easy to use (only 2 buttons), and

it weighs in both grams and ounces. 
So why do you need a kitchen scale? I

find it helpful to weigh ingredients when
preparing recipes or to portion out bulk pur-
chases (thank you, Costco) to package and
freeze for later use. Believe it or not, I have
also weighed mail on it. People who need to
monitor their food portions also use Escali
scales. In addition to being accurate and
reasonably priced, the Primo scale is com-
pact and uses little counter or storage space.
For more information, visit
www.escali.com. The scale is available at
Target.com and some Target stores.

KOSHER NEWS.  In fo rma t ion
about  kosher  l i fes tyle  choices  has

been  in  the  news  o f  l a t e .  Two
recent ,  very interest ing ar t ic les  are
People choosing kosher for  heal th
(www.wel l .b logs .ny t imes .com/201
0 / 0 4 / 1 3 / m o r e - p e o p l e - c h o o s i n g -
kosher-for-heal th/)  and Almost  50
Percen t  o f  US  Food  i s  Kosher
(www.chabad. info/ index.php?ur l=a
rt ic le_en&id=18359).  Check them
out .

Contact us.... What’s Cooking? 
This column is meant to provide

the reader with current trends and
developments in the kosher market-
place and lifestyle. Since standards of
kashruth certification vary, check with

the AKC or your local kashruth
authority to confirm reliability. If you
are searching for a hard-to-find kosher
ingredient, need help with a kosher
substitution, or have a kosher food
question, please contact us, and we
will do our best to find the answer.
Also, we ask that you share your dis-
coveries with us, and we look forward
to hearing from you. E-mail kosheraf-
fairs@gmail.com.

Come visit www.Koshereye.com.
Please take a look, sign up for our
newsletter, and let us know what you
think. Tweet with us at
twitter.com/koshereye and follow us on
Facebook.com/KosherEye.

Gazpacho
Adapted from Cuisinart.com

Makes approximately 4 servings

1 garlic clove, peeled
1 small jalapeño pepper, seeded and
cut into 1” pieces
1/4 cup fresh cilantro
4 small scallions, trimmed and cut
into 1” pieces
1/2 green bell pepper, cored, seeded,
and cut into 1” pieces
2 medium tomatoes, cored and cut
into 1” pieces
2 1/3 cups tomato juice
1 small cucumber, peeled, cut in half
lengthwise, and seeded
2 tablespoons + 1 teaspoon fresh lime
juice
1/4 teaspoon coarsely ground black
pepper
1/8 teaspoon kosher salt
4 teaspoons reduced fat sour cream*
Fresh cilantro sprigs for garnish

Insert metal blade in food proces-
sor, and process garlic and jalapeño
until finely chopped, about 5 seconds.
Scrape bowl. Add cilantro, scallions,
and green pepper; pulse to coarsely
chop, about 8 to 10 times. Transfer to
a large mixing bowl. 

Place tomatoes in work bowl and
pulse to coarsely chop, about 8 times.
Do not over process. Transfer to mix-
ing bowl. Add tomato juice to tomato
mixture, and stir to combine. 

Insert slicing disc. Place cucum-
ber in feed tube vertically, and slice
using medium pressure. Add to mix-
ing bowl. Add lime juice, pepper, and
salt, and stir to combine. 

Cover tightly with plastic wrap,
and chill before serving. 

To serve, garnish with 1 teaspoon
sour cream and a fresh cilantro sprig.

*For non-dairy version, substitute
parve soy sour cream.

For more Cuisinart recipes, visit
www.cuisinart.com/recipes.
Johnny Harris Barbecued Chicken 

Adapted from the original recipe

Serves 4

1 whole chicken, cut up
1 cup vegetable oil 
1 cup Johnny Harris BBQ sauce, any
flavor

Preheat grill.
Place chicken pieces on hot grill;

baste often with oil. Turn pieces every
5 minutes.

Just before chicken is done, warm
the barbecue sauce. Baste all chicken
surfaces with warmed sauce. Grill for
a few more minutes. Enjoy!

—————

Johnny Harris Mouth-Watering
Meatloaf

Adapted from the original recipe 
Serves 4

1 1/2 lbs. ground beef
1 cup Johnny Harris BBQ Sauce, any
flavor
1 cup breadcrumbs

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Gently mix ground beef, 2/3 cup

BBQ sauce, and breadcrumbs togeth-
er, forming a loaf. Place in a loaf pan,
and bake for 45 minutes.

Pour remaining 1/3 cup sauce
over the loaf, and bake for another 15
minutes.

Optional: When preparing loaf,
add 1/2 cup chopped onions or green
peppers.

By Roberta Scher
The Kitchen Table is located on

“restaurant row” in the small town of
Mountain View, California, in the heart of
Silicon Valley. It is just a few miles from
Palo Alto and 40 minutes from San
Francisco. Only nine months old, the
restaurant is an exceptional artisanal,
upscale eating destination. It focuses on
fresh California seasonal, made-from-
scratch food and is kosher certified by the
Vaad of Northern California. 

My eating companion (yes, it was my
husband, Allan) and I ventured in for lunch
on a Friday. Our goal was to taste many of
the restaurant’s specialties, and that we
did! We started with a traditional chicken
and matzoh ball soup; the vegetables were
crisp, the matzoh balls delicious and the
chicken plentiful. Next came the unique
Koshuterie Plate, complete with a variety
of smoked meats, including pastrami, sala-
mi, lamb “bacon,” and duck “ham,” along-
side a poblano pepper—all prepared,
cured, and smoked in-house. The “bacon”
and “ham” were extraordinarily delicious,
and the pastrami, which is their most pop-
ular lunch item, was irresistible. And we
asked, but no, they do not yet ship. Next
came a portabella mushroom burger for me
and a hamburger for my meat-loving hus-
band. And shall I say that I stopped there?
No I couldn’t—I absolutely devoured my
fresh, hot sweet potato fries. 

The restaurant was the vision of
majority owner Bobby Lent (Silicon
Valley entrepreneur, philanthropist, and
founder of Ariba), and a group of investors
he assembled. Talented manager Steve
Long and chef de cuisine Jay Vigilla were
previously part of the Google catering
team. 

By the way, if you go (and you simply
must if you are in the San Francisco area),
in addition to the freshly made food, enjoy
the wall décor. On a frame-filled wall is a
large digital picture frame (quite appropri-
ate for Silicon Valley) that is both enter-
taining and nostalgia-inducing, as it con-
tinuously shows old photos of multi-gener-
ational families sitting at their kitchen
tables. You can send them your family
photo, too! 

The restaurant has just introduced its
spring menu. View it and more at
www.thekitchentablerestaurant.com. The
Kitchen Table is located at 42 Castro
Street, Mountain View CA 94041-1202.
Phone: 650-390-9388. 

Parve “Cheese” Sauce 
From The Kitchen Table

Adapted from a recipe by Chef Jay
Vigilla

1/2 cup Smart Balance margarine
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
1 quart parve MimicCreme
5 lbs. butternut squash

Split squash in half along the length.
Scoop out seeds and season the flesh
inside with salt and pepper.

Place squash cut-side down on a sheet
pan with parchment paper, and roast at 475
degrees for 45 minutes. The flesh should
be very soft, golden-orange in color, and
the skin will be dry and crispy, maybe
burnt. Separate the skin from the flesh of
the squash, and discard the skin.

To make a roux, melt margarine in a
medium sauce pot and add flour, whisking
to combine. When it turns light brown, add
MimicCreme, whisking until smooth. Add
roasted squash and use an immersion
blender to puree until smooth. Season with
salt and pepper to taste.

Note from Chef Vigilla: “Different squash
will give similar flavors to their name-
sakes. For example, acorn squash will taste
nutty, butternut squash tastes buttery, and
so on. There is a Long Island cheese
squash worth looking into.”

RecipesKosher Affairs—on the road, again!

Interior of The Kitchen Table



Piedmont National Corporation toasted
its 60th year with a gala awards anniversary
banquet, February 20, at The Temple.

An Atlanta-based distributor of pack-
aging products and equipment, Piedmont
and its 175 employees serve the entire
Southeast and beyond with 11 warehouses
in Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, North
Carolina, and Florida. In addition, it stores
merchandise in several bonded warehouses
around the country.

Founded in 1950, Piedmont Paper Co.
was a dream of Hugh Marx, a German émi-
gré whose family roots in paper go back to
the 19th century. His first employees totaled
two: himself and his wife, Paula. Soon, the
business grew to several employees and, in
1955, was joined by son Albert, now CEO,
and daughter Inge, who still is active in the
business. (Inge’s late husband, George, was
executive vice president, working for 50
years before his death in 2008.)

“In the ‘50s, we sold mostly paper
products—bags, boxes, paper towels, and
toilet tissue,” Albert Marx recalls. “Many of
the products we sell today, like plastic
films, hadn’t been invented yet. It would
revolutionize our industry.”

Piedmont Paper posted $238,000 in its
first year in business. In 2008, revenues
topped $100 million. It’s still a family-
owned business: Piedmont President Gary
Marx, Albert’s son, is the third generation to

run the company. 
“When we started expanding in the late

‘90s,” says
Albert Marx,
“we began to
look else-
where to
grow our
business.” At
that point,
P i e d m o n t
began buy-
ing packag-
ing compa-
nies in
Tennessee ,
A l a b a m a ,
and Florida.
“ G a r y
helped cata-
p u l t
P i e d m o n t
into the 21st
century.”

Like his father, Gary Marx learned
packaging from the ground up, having
worked summers as a college student. “I
worked in the warehouse, then credit, then
purchasing, and finally sales. I rode with
my grandfather, making calls. He was the
ultimate salesman who refused to take no
for an answer and sold something on almost
every call.” 

As patriarch of the Marx family, Hugh
was an inspiration to his offspring. Most

recently, his
c h i l d r e n
compiled a
book of his
letters to his
parents from
the early
1 9 2 0 s ,
desc r ib ing
his adjust-
ment to life
in the Deep
South. At
that time, he
worked two
years for the
M e m p h i s
Paper Co.,
getting valu-
able sales
exper ience

before returning to Germany to buy his own
company. More books are planned, contain-
ing letters from Albert and Inge’s grandpar-
ents and other family members—many of
them written from German towns during the
Holocaust.

In 1938, after two arrests by the
Gestapo and the rise of Nazism, Hugh

packed up his family—wife Paula and their
children, Inge, 9, and Albert, 5—and board-
ed the S.S. Washington, bound for New
York City. They left Stuttgart a week before
Kristallnacht, or night of broken glass,
when Germany became a free-for-all for
hate-mongers who trashed and burned
Jewish stores, synagogues, and cemeteries.

Because of his previous experience
selling in the U.S., Hugh Marx went to
work for Little Rock Paper Co., a branch of
Atlanta Paper. Initially, he rode the streetcar
to make sales calls. In 1948, when the
Atlanta Paper Co. promoted him to sales
manager, he moved his family to Atlanta.
Two years later, at age 52, he decided to
launch his own business, Piedmont Paper
Co. In 1975, the name was changed to
Piedmont National Corporation to reflect
industry and product changes.

“As a company, we’re so proud to be in
our third generation,” reports Inge Marx
Robbins. “With so many grandchildren, we
hope to take Piedmont to the next level.”

In 1997 and again in 2006, Kennesaw
State University Michael Coles School of
Business picked Piedmont National Corp.
as a finalist in the Family Business of the
Year competition. Atlanta Business
Chronicle named Piedmont one of Atlanta’s
top 100 private companies in 2009.
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Piedmont National at 60: packaging company roots run deep

Inge Robbins and Albert Marx

Panovka has held several leadership posi-
tions in the Atlanta Region, including pres-
ident. She is involved in myriad other
Atlanta organizations, including the Jewish
Federation of Greater of Atlanta (JFGA)
and Jewish Family & Career Services. She
has received many awards for her volun-
teerism and generosity.

Sid Besmertnik is the director of
Product Stewardship, Process Safety &
Quality Control for Rhodia, a
multi–national chemical company. His
extensive volunteer experience has cen-
tered on Israel, education, and disabilities
issues. Active in the Atlanta Region of ORT
America, he has held several leadership
roles in the organization. In addition to
ORT, he chaired numerous committees of
the JFGA, where he was named Volunteer
of the Year in recognition of his work on

behalf of people with special needs.
Daniel Lipson continues the rich lega-

cy of his family’s involvement in ORT
America. His late father conceived the cul-
tural exchange program, the ORT Lipson
International Studies Program, which
brings deserving ORT students from
abroad to Atlanta to study alongside their
peers at Jewish day schools, resulting in a
deeper understanding of the world’s Jewish
community. A leader on the local level of
the organization, Mr. Lipson also served on
American ORT’s national board.
(American ORT and Women’s American
ORT merged into ORT America in 2007.)
Professionally, he is the president and co-
founder of Camp Jam LLC, a company that
facilitates people of all ages playing rock
‘n’ roll music. Lipson and his wife, Sue,
actively support many charities, including
the High Museum of Art, the Georgia
Aquarium, and the JFGA, where he co-
chaired the major gifts campaign and
served on the executive committee and
board.

From page 21
ORT
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I can’t say that I envied my husband
when he came home and announced that he
had stuck a nail in his foot, but it did bring
back a lot of memories. 

“You’ll need a tetanus shot,” I said. 
“I’ve already had it,” he said. 
At this stage, of course, he’s not “taken

to” going barefooted and was completely
shod; but nails go where they want to. And
a stray nail always finds a stray foot.

My goodness, I got through with nails
in my feet back in grammar school. Back
then, I lived with nails in my feet. We
begged to go without shoes as soon as the
first daffodil appeared. It seemed as though
the world were put together with rusty nails
waiting for young feet. There existed no
tetanus shots, no antibiotics—nothing to
ease the sometimes really painful episode. 

I vividly remember hobbling along on
the heel of my bandaged foot and putting
the weight on my “good” foot in a shoe.
Once, I was all dressed up, walking that
way with one bare aching foot. My dress
was a most hideous shade of green. I’ve
never deliberately worn that color since.

Spring came as it always did, some-
times early, sometimes late, but it came and
brought the Easter season and the wonder-
ful Easter egg hunt. I was never the winner
of the coveted prize for finding the most
eggs. I was so nearsighted, I didn’t readily
spot the colored shells hidden under the

pine straw. But nothing dimmed the joy of
sitting on the ground with my classmates,
eating those hard-boiled eggs that had been
exposed to the elements long enough to
cause nutritionists to shudder. We had never
heard of the word cholesterol. We dipped
the yolks and the whites in the salt we
brought in a bit of waxed paper and downed
them with soda crackers.

One time after the hunt, as we waded
through a stream in the wood and skipped
along, I ripped my foot on a piece of barbed
wire as rusty as anything I ever saw. A
friend took me to her house, which was
closer than mine, and wrapped my foot in a
rag soaked in turpentine. I limped home as
fast as I could. Spring also brought the
Passover (Exodus chapter 23, verse 14;
Numbers chapter 28, verse 16) and we were
having a lovely Passover supper with our
family and special friends, the Rev. and
Mrs. Kaiser of First Baptist Church and Mr.
and Mrs. Cooper. Friends always had
Passover supper with us, and the ministers
appreciated the biblical history of the

miraculous deliverance of the children of
Israel from Egyptian bondage, through peril
and in the face of impossible odds and
divine wisdom (the law) at Mount Sinai—a
sustenance, therefore, of the body and
soul—and at last into the freedom and beat-
itude of the Holy Land.

We gathered at the table. I didn’t tell
anyone about my foot, and I squeezed on
my shoe over the turpentine bandage. Soon,
it was time for the final blessing. “Friends,
let us say Grace,” Daddy said.

We all responded, “The name of the
Eternal be blessed from now unto eternity.”
And Daddy said, “Let us praise God, of
Whose bounty we have partaken.” 

We said, “Let us praise God, of Whose
bounty we have partaken and by Whose
goodness we live.” 

Mama whispered to me, “What is that
smell?” 

“I’ll tell you later,” I said. My bandage

had truly announced itself.
The evening closed with a prayer, part

of which was: “May we employ our days on
earth wisely devoting ourselves to all caus-
es that tend to better the conditions of our
fellow man. Loving one another, aiding one
another, and trusting faithfully in Thee, may
we peacefully spend our days on earth and
look forward fearlessly to the eternal
beyond.”

On Easter Sunday, I was at the church
with the friend who tended my foot. We
respected each other’s faith, believing there
was one God and knowing full well that we
weren’t present at the writing of the Bible
and neither was anyone on this earth, no
matter how much many might think they
were. We know God’s message was one of
love.

We may not be able to cure all of the
ills of the world with a rag dipped in tur-
pentine, but it would be a good beginning.

A healing balm for foot and soul

Shirley
Friedman

BY

for the 2009 Stitch In. Fine said, “I enjoyed
sharing my love of needlework with both of
my grandchildren. Aviva is working on a
challah cover in cross-stitch. Maybe some
of my love of handwork and Jewish needle-
work rubbed off on them.”

On November 2, 2009, Jacqueline
Granath joined Anne Mandel to co-chair the
second annual Stitch In, which they called
“Sew Much Fun!” Instead of a members-
only event in a private home, the program
expanded to include the larger Atlanta-area
community, and Temple Emanu-El gener-
ously donated space.  Granath suggested
that using plastic canvas in the shape of
Jewish symbols would be an age-appropri-
ate way for little fingers to learn the art of
needlepoint. Members with their children
and grandchildren, along with a local
Jewish Girl Scout troop and other commu-
nity members, participated that year.

By popular demand, the Peach State
Stitchers presented its third Children’s
Stitch In at Temple Emanu-El on Sunday,
April 18. Called “Your Own Creation!”,
this workshop was geared to 8-12 year olds.
This year, several 2nd-graders from The
Epstein School’s Girl Scout Brownie Troop
#4012 came with their mothers, along with
my own 2nd-grade granddaughter, Iris
Wickham. Learning embroidery and
appliqué techniques, participants embel-
lished tank tops and T-shirts with flower
motifs. Elaine Berger decided to embroider

her flower onto a cloth tote bag. Co-chair
Granath, who accompanied her Girl Scout
Brownie granddaughter Rayna Fladell,
said, “Besides learning a new skill, every-
one had great fun at the same time.” Ivah
Kukler, an enthusiastic needleworker and
Peach State Stitcher member, helped
Granath and Mandel teach. The chapter
provided supplies and refreshments.

Participants learned about the impor-
tance of flowers in Jewish tradition. For
example, flowers are used as decorations
during the Festival of Shavuot, because it is
said that Mount Sinai was filled with flow-
ers when Moses received the Torah. Spring
flowers symbolize hope and renewal.
According to The Encyclopedia of Jewish
Symbols, budding flowers express potential,
and fully opened flowers stand for “accom-
plishment, maturity and perfection.” In
Solomon’s “Song of Songs,” the Shoshana
(rose) symbolizes the Jewish woman as “an
image of feminine beauty.” 

Anne Mandel says that the goal of the
Stitch In “is to reach out to our children
and, more likely, to our grandchildren. We
wish to share with them some of the cre-
ative skills that were passed on to us.... It is
another memory-making moment that can
be a life-long connection. Of course,” she
continues, “being exposed to something
totally new and learning a new skill is
always a great thing.”

Chapter President Judy Sternberg, with
four generations of her family living in the
Atlanta area, was delighted that her mother,
Sarah Rosenthal, daughter Dr. Holly

Sternberg, and granddaughter Ellie
Isenberg could share her love and apprecia-
tion of needlework by attending some of the
Children’s Stitch Ins. Participants over the
last few years would probably agree that
this innovative, intergenerational sewing
program is not only a special opportunity

for learning new skills, but also one that is
highly enjoyable.

To learn more about the Pomegranate
Guild of Judaic Needlework, visit
www.pomegranateguild.org. For the
Atlanta chapter, visit www.peachstat-
estitchers.org.

From page 21
Stitch In

Jackie Granath shows granddaugh-
ter Rayna Fladell how to embroider

Rayna Fladell (standing) and Carly
Jundenberg embroider tank tops

Sarah Neuberger learns embroidery
from Ivah Kukler

Sarah Neuberger watches Carly
Judenberg embroider
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By Marsha Liebowitz 

NEW AT JFGA. Sheila Cohen is the new
chief financial officer of Jewish Federation
of Greater Atlanta. Cohen is involved with
overseeing human resources, facility main-

tenance, and cam-
paign administration.
She ensures compli-
ance with government
budgetary reporting
requirements, ana-
lyzes financial state-
ments, and evaluates
cost controls.
Previously, Cohen
was group vice presi-
dent of Financial
Risk Reporting

Management at SunTrust Bank and had
various roles with NDC Health. A CPA, she
graduated from Tulane University with a
bachelor of science degree in management
accounting. She lives in Dunwoody with
her husband, Mark, and their sons, ages 10
and 6. 

WENGER HONORED. Dr. Nannette K.
Wenger, professor of medicine at the
Emory University School of Medicine,
received the Lifetime Achievement Award
from the Georgia chapter of the American
College of Cardiology, at the annual meet-
ing banquet, November 21. The award hon-
ors an adult or pediatric cardiologist chap-
ter member who has provided outstanding

contributions to medicine through patient
care, medical education, teaching, research,
or community service. A graduate of
Hunter College and Harvard Medical
School, Wenger received her medical and
cardiology training at Mount Sinai Hospital
before coming to Emory and Grady in
1958.

PACK IT UP. Epstein alumnus Nir Levy,
who has completed his freshman year at
Emory University as an economics major,
has teamed up with hallmate Ari Frankel to
start a Student Sherpas franchise. Nir and
Ari provide cheap, easy, reliable summer
storage and shipping to the international
and out-of-state students of Emory. They
offer low rates, which include boxes and
tape, dorm delivery of packing material,
pickup from the dorm at the beginning of
summer, and dorm delivery at the end of
summer. Student Sherpas is the only sum-
mer storage company by students for stu-
dents at Emory.

Nir Levy

LIFE SCIENCE MISSION. The American-
Israel Chamber of Commerce (AICC) led a
delegation from Georgia on a Life Science
Mission to Israel, April 10-16. Faculty from
Emory’s School of Medicine and technolo-
gy transfer team, as well as Georgia busi-
ness leaders and economic development
officials, took part in the mission, exploring
Israel’s cutting-edge medical technologies
and how business and healthcare could be
advanced through collaboration with them.
Israel is one of the leading countries in life
science areas such as healthcare IT, medical
devices, biotechnology, and pharmaceuti-
cals. Development of life science business
relationships is one the AICC’s priority
areas.

AICC Life Science Mission

BEAUTIFUL BABY HATS. Colorful
Crowns (www.colorfulcrowns.com) is a
new collection of hats for newborns-3
months, each hand-knit with Egyptian cot-
ton yarn and packaged in an eco-friendly
gift box. Hats can be customized with team
colors, whimsical patterns, and wild colors.
Carol Ogg knits each hat, and her 15-year-
old daughter, Lauren, donates a stitch of her

time for good luck. The Colorful Crowns
logo was designed by a friend whose fami-
ly lost a baby to a brain tumor. In their
honor, Colorful Crowns makes an annual
donation to William’s Walk & Run, a
fundraiser for the Brain Tumor Foundation
for Children. 

Colorful Crowns (photos: Carol Ogg)

KAPP, KELLY PRODUCE. Arnold Kapp,
an eight-year resident of The Jewish Tower,
and Robert Kelly, a practicing Atlanta crim-
inal attorney for the past 15 years, are look-
ing to produce a movie called Pimp. The
executive producer is Johnny Esposito, for-
mer owner of Johnny’s Hideway. Kelly and
Kapp recently produced a one-man show at
the 14th Street Playhouse.

BUSINESS BITS

Sheila Cohen

By Susan Robinson

We were new to Atlanta. We had just
moved to town with our five children, and
we were busily exploring the city. Almost
every Sunday afternoon, we visited a new
site. First, we drove downtown and toured
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s home. A few
weeks later, we visited the High Museum.
Stone Mountain? Of course. Rafting on
the Chattahoochee River? Yes, we did
that, too. Every few weeks, we found
more and more places to visit. The
Cyclorama was followed by the zoo. We
admired the flowers at the Botanical
Garden and then trooped through
Piedmont Park. And, like many new
Atlantans, we drank ourselves silly at the

World of Coca Cola. 
After spending several Sunday after-

noons this way, we were invited to a pic-
nic just outside Atlanta’s city limits. The
directions seemed simple enough: Just get
onto I-20, and drive for about a half-hour.
You’ll see the signs, you just can’t miss it,
we were told. 

So we packed up the car with snacks,
two Frisbees, a wiffle bat and ball, and the
five children. We followed the instruc-
tions precisely, taking I-75 South to I-20.
My husband drove, while singing along to
the radio and drumming on the steering
wheel for accompaniment. The children
snacked on chips and apples. They read,
listened to their own music, and occasion-
ally squabbled. I browsed through the

Sunday paper, checking on the Kroger
specials. After a half-hour or so, we start-
ed to look for the park signs. Surely we
were getting close.

We kept on going, hoping for a sign.
After a while, we started to wonder about
the instructions. Perhaps we were sup-
posed to drive for an hour, not a half-hour.
Or was that an hour and a half? And was
that I-20 East or West? Hmmmm. We’ll
see the signs soon enough. It certainly
couldn’t be much farther. 

My husband fiddled with the radio.
“That’s strange,” he mumbled. “It seems
like we’re losing that station.” The squab-
bling in the back continued, and I desper-
ately needed a ladies’ room. We looked
for a place to stop.

It wasn’t until another fifteen minutes
had passed that we finally came upon a
gas station. By this time, two of the chil-
dren were snoring. I jumped out of the car,
leaving my husband to study the map
while keeping his eye on the sleepers. 

The gas station attendant was inside,
the sole employee present. White-haired
and grizzled, he was reading the newspa-
per as I entered. I asked him for directions
to the park.

“Ma’am, you’re nowhere near that
park. In fact, you’re not in Georgia any-
more,” the old man declared as he looked

up from his paper.
“So where am I?” I asked.
“Ma’am, you’re in G-d’s country.”
“Hahuh. And what exactly do you

mean, I’m in G-d’s country?” I asked.
The old man replied, “Like I said,

lady, you’re in G-d’s country—Alabama!”

—————

How do we define a place? With all
due respect to Auburn fans, it would not
have occurred to me to describe Alabama
as a holy spot. But surely, to this gentle-
man, Alabama was sacred ground.

Yet we all know that place is special.
People yearn for their home communities.
Our family and friends and the food, cul-
ture, and language of a place envelop us
with a sense of home. 

In the Torah, we learn that HaShem’s
presence escorted B’nai Yisrael as they
traveled through the desert with the
Mishkan, the portable tabernacle. We
don’t have this anymore. Instead, we have
our Jewish homes and our synagogues. 

So our homes are holy, whether in
Georgia, Alabama, or anywhere else. The
kindly old man had reminded me of this.
We were lost in Alabama, yet we weren’t
really lost at all. We were in G-d’s coun-
try.

Sweet Home Alabama



By Jonathan Barach

RIGHTEOUS AMONG THE NATIONS.
“Visa for Life: Diplomats Who Rescued
Jews” is an exhibition that details the
courageous actions of nine diplomats
who rescued Jews during the Holocaust.
The exhibition will be on display in the
D.R.E.A.M. Gallery, in the Visitor’s
Center of the Martin Luther King Jr.
National Historic Site, through July 25.
Admission is free. For more information,
visit www.nps.gov/malu or call 404-331-
5190.

AUTISM WALK. On May 23, join the
Amit Program, the Marcus Jewish
Community Center of Atlanta (MJCCA),
and Jewish Family & Career Services
(JF&CS), along with the Jewish commu-
nity, and walk for individuals and fami-
lies who are affected by autism.
Registration begins at 8:00 a.m., and the
walk begins at 10:00 a.m. For informa-
tion or to join a team, contact Karen Paz
at 404-961-9966 or
kpaz@amitatlanta.org.

FOOD AND FUN. The Nibble &
NoshFest: A Taste of Jewish Food and
Fun is May 30, 11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m., and
May 31, 11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., in Temple
Kol Emeth’s parking lot at the corner of
Old Canton and Sewell Mill roads in

Marietta. Food, sold in sample-sized por-
tions for $1-$3, will come from vendors
including Bagelicious,
Bruster’s/Nathan’s, Crepe Revolution,
Dish in a Dash Catering, Marietta Diner,
Mediterranean Grill, Red Sky, and The
Silver Platter Caterer. There will also be
craft vendors and live music. Free park-
ing is available. For more information
and directions, visit www.noshfest.com.

CHARLESTON LAUNCHES JEWISH
FESTIVAL. This is the inaugural year for
the Charleston, South Carolina, Jewish
Culture Festival, which will take place
under the umbrella of Piccolo Spoleto.
The festival will feature the Charleston
Jewish Jazz Ensemble, June 1-3: Musical
Journey: From Mozart To Gershwin,
June 8 and 10; Shabbat weekend, June 4-
5; and BSBI’s Kosher Café, June 1-3, 8,
and 10. All events will take place at Brith
Sholom Beth Israel Synagogue. For
details, visit www.charlestonjewishcul-
ture.com.

MITZVAH DAY. Young professionals
are invited to volunteer in Atlanta’s
Jewish and general communities on
Mitzvah Day, June 6. The day starts at
10:30 a.m., at Congregation B’nai Torah,
with a bagel brunch featuring a raffle,
socializing, an opportunity to write let-
ters to military service members, and a

talk by American Jewish World Service
President Ruth Messinger on “Jews as
Global Citizens.” Volunteer projects
include spending time with teenagers
who need role models; visiting William
Breman Jewish Home residents; working
at a small, self-sustaining farm; and set-
ting up an apartment for a refugee fami-
ly. For details and registration, visit
www.MitzvahDayATL.com.

A WOMAN OF VALOR. Temima, The
Richard and Jean Katz High School for
Girls, will honor Lynda Walker at a buf-
fet dinner reception, June 10, 5:30 p.m.
Graduation, which follows at 7:30 p.m.,
will include a tribute to Lynda. Lynda
created the Vision Team, a cadre of com-
munity leaders who spent a year sharing
their knowledge to help Temima grow,
then formed and co-chaired the Women’s
Committee with Etta Raye Hirsch. Lynda
and Etta Raye are also honorary co-
chairs of the capital campaign commit-
tee. To purchase tickets or contribute to
the tribute book, call 404-315-0507or
visit www.temima.org.

OVARIAN CANCER AWARENESS
NIGHT. The Georgia Ovarian Cancer
Alliance is hosting Ovarian Cancer

Awareness Night with the Braves at
Turner Field, Friday, June 25. For com-
plete information, visit www.gaovarian-
cancer.org/events.htm.

UNFORGETTABLE JOURNEY. The
community is invited to join the MJCCA
for its Humanitarian Mission to Jewish
Cuba, July 19-26. Travelers will depart
from Miami and spend six days touring
Cuba, while distributing much-needed
aid to the local Jewish population. Over
the past six years, the MJCCA has deliv-
ered more than $4.5 million in humani-
tarian aid, including clothing, toiletries,
prayer books, school supplies, medi-
cines, medical supplies, and money to
Jewish Cuba. The reservation deadline is
May 20. For applications or more infor-
mation, contact Shaindle Schmuckler at
678-812-3983 or
Shaindle@atlantajcc.org.

NEW LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES.
The MJCCA’s Lisa F. Brill Institute for
Jewish Learning, Atlanta’s largest adult
Jewish education program, offers diverse
learning opportunities with outstanding
Jewish scholars, rabbis, and educators.
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I’m not given to much complaining.
After all, life is good. My azaleas are gor-
geous, and the city is a wondrous garden
as of this writing, with all the pink and
fuchsia flowers and white lacy dogwoods.

However, there are a few things I
miss about Old Atlanta. One is civility of
(or decent) radio. I love to listen to the
radio. I don’t have to sit in one place; I
can get community and national news
while I’m cooking or driving. At least I
used to! Now I get talk shows with
announcers constantly spewing their one-
sided opinions and insensitivity.

I am appalled at the names they call
public officials over the airwaves.
Though I’m for free speech, there ought
to be a law against incivility. (And it may
come to that.) At least, the stations should
have rules about good taste.

My second complaint comes because
of my age. I make lots of visits to doctors.
I miss doctors who are with you, not in
cyberspace, doctors who look at you
instead of at their computers. I have noth-
ing against computers. (I love hearing
from my college granddaughter by e-
mail.) Of course, my objection does not
apply to all physicians, but a lot of them
seem more concerned with their technol-
ogy than with observing their patients.

Now I’ve got that off my chest.
Thirdly—and this goes back to the

loss of civility, or maybe it’s the increase
of population—I miss being able to trav-
el easily around the city. If you haven’t
been to a certain part of town in a few
months, you may discover that many
lanes have changed. Often, the driver
behind me is sitting on his or her car horn
while I try to slow down to find the cor-
rect path. Meanwhile, the radio is blaring,
calling the president names; my blood
pressure is rising; and I can’t enjoy the
wisteria gracefully blooming on the cor-
ner.

Other random losses: I miss Rich’s,
eating fried chicken on the screened
porch, friendly attendants at gas stations,
babies and children who have grown up,
long-time neighbors, familiar Atlanta
faces, and especially an old love. Guess
I’ve grown older while my Atlanta has
been a-changing.

What I miss most of Old Atlanta

Carolyn
Gold

BY

Thought You’d Like to Know

See THOUGHT, page 29



ALTA COCKER III. Gene Benator recently
sent an e-mail to about 100 guys who
played softball at the AJCC between the
years 1971-1992, informing us that the
Third Annual Alta Cocker Softball Game
would be held on Sunday, May 16, at the
Marcus Jewish Community Center of
Atlanta (MJCCA). Once again, Marcus
Katz generously agreed to foot the bill for
all the festivities—game balls, umpires, and
great food. (By the time you read this, the
game will have taken place, so many of you
will know if the rumor below if true.)

Gene, as always, is enthusiastic, deter-
mined, and optimistic about having a great
turnout. He’s predicting at least 100 players
will be there. The first year, there were 50
“gamers,” the second year 70 “studs,” and
now 130 [you supply the noun].

He’s even moved the time up to 9:30
a.m., so we can beat the heat. That means a
lot of guys are going to have to start stretch-
ing and getting ready at about 7:30 a.m.
There’s a rumor that old-timers Harry
Maziar, Freddy Benamy, Donnie Diamond,
and Walter Hirshberg will be there. Once
again, I told Gene I would be covering the
game for The Jewish Georgian, so look for
the story with some good pictures in the
July/August edition. 

Gene also reminded me that this was
his 40th consecutive year of playing in the
Men’s Softball League. To put this amazing
feat into perspective, in 1971, when Gene

started, Richard Nixon was president, we
were fighting a war in Viet Nam, Evander
Holyfield was in 2nd grade, Phil Neikro
was throwing knuckleballs for the Braves,
and “All in the Family” premiered on CBS.
You have to have a love of the game, a com-
petitive spirit, and a knack for avoiding
injuries to keep a streak like that going for
40 years. For 17 of those years, I played in
the league with Gene, although we were
never teammates. I was always amazed at
his enthusiasm, energy, and ability. He is a
participant, coach, and cheerleader all
rolled into one. Here’s to you, Gene—may
you have many more fun-filled, injury-free
years.

BAT MITZVAH AND A MARATHON.
One of the wonderful things about growing
old is that you get to look forward to and
experience so many happy occasions with
your children and grandchildren. Nancy
and I have three children and seven grand-
children, so this means a lot of birthdays,
ballgames, bar and bat mitzvahs, gradua-
tions, marriages, and, hopefully, great
grandchildren. We had an opportunity to

experience one of those simchas in March,
when our granddaughter, Rachel Backal,
had her bat mitzvah. It was an exciting
week, starting with an emergency appen-
dectomy for grandson Jacob six days before
the bat mitzvah. Thankfully, it was discov-
ered in time. (It helps when your dad is a
pediatrician.) Jacob was like new just a few
days after the operation. We also experi-
enced torrential rains on Friday and
Saturday. At least it wasn’t snow and ice. In
spite of it all, the weekend was exciting and
enjoyable. Rachel was a shining star, and
her parents, brother, sister, grandparents,
aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends were
there to share her special day.

After everything settled down and I
was relaxing Sunday evening, I got to
thinking that Rachel’s bat mitzvah was like
running a marathon. This kind of thinking
isn’t unusual for me, since I use sports
metaphors for a lot of things, as do many
people in their normal conversation. I don’t
believe that the word marathon is found
anywhere in the Torah, but follow me on
this.

A bat mitzvah, like a marathon, takes a
lot of preparation, time, and perseverance.
It’s not over in a short time, like a sprint; it
involves years of Hebrew school and study.
Then, there are the people who support you
along the way. Just as you might train and
run with fellow runners, a bat mitzvah has
Hebrew school teachers, rabbis, tutors,
family, and friends, who support you
through the entire process. Finally, there is
the thrill and the sense of accomplishment
when the race is over. So, Rachel, not only
were you outstanding on the bema, but you
ran a great race, too.

THE $10,000 FREE THROW. Here’s
another story from the world of 96-year-old
Pickle-baller Sid Cojac. When I asked him
about his background and his family in
Atlanta, Sid told me that grandson Andy
Mintz is quite an athlete, that he not only
played basketball and baseball at North
Springs High School but once won $10,000
in a foul-shooting contest. 

I happened to see Andy the following
Sunday at the MJCCA—in fact, we were
playing on the same team in a pick-up

game. During a break, I asked Andy about
the $10,000 contest, and he said it was a
1996 event at Lenox Square, sponsored by
Tommy Hilfiger, that involved making
eight free throws in a row. Each foul shot
represented a letter in the name Hilfiger.
Andy made all eight of his shots. Nothing
but net, I’ll bet. The 150 people behind him
waiting to shoot were not too happy. He
used the money to buy an engagement ring.
He hit the double jackpot that day, as he has
been happily married to Leslie for 12 years,
and they have two boys, Ryan and Jason.

READERS RESPOND. One of the enjoy-
able things about writing this column is the
feedback I get from readers. My daughter,
Mindy Cohen, who works for the Levite
Jewish Community Center in Birmingham,
shared the column about Yiddish terms and
sports with her boss, Garth Potts, and other
co-workers. One of them, Robert Feirman,
writes a monthly column for the Joy
Journal, a newsletter from the center. After
he saw my article, he developed a list of his
own Yiddish words and references. Both of
his parents spoke the language. I enjoyed
reading his list.

Even more surprising was a contact
from Mel Goldberg of Boca Raton, Florida.
While he and his wife were in Atlanta visit-
ing their son, Bob, Mel happened to read a
column in which I mentioned that I grew up
in Tarentum, Pennsylvania. Mel, who is 87,
lived three miles from Tarentum, in New
Kensington, and knew every Jewish person
in town. He owned a radio station, KPA,
and was a volunteer shamus for the ceme-
tery in New Kensington, where many Jews
are buried. He also told me that the woman
who played George’s mother on “Seinfeld”
was Estelle Harris, a 1945 graduate of
Tarentum High. (She was then known as
Estelle Nussbaum.) I didn’t realize we had
a celebrity from our small town. I talked
with Mel for 30 minutes, and we covered a
lot of territory. I look forward to getting
together with him the next time he visits
Atlanta.

Hope you enjoyed this edition of
“Schwartz on Sports.” Until the next time,
drive for the bucket and score.
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We service all your vehicle needs

Exhaust • Brakes • Tires • Alignment • Air Conditioning

All Factory Scheduled Maintenance Programs 

for All Vehicles

404-255-7272
6560 Roswell Road

100 Yards South of Abernathy - Next to Taco Bell

MIDAS OF SANDY SPRINGS

Pictured (back row): Reed Bell, Chris Adams, Patty Conway,
Mark Ritzer, Mike Doherty. (Front row): Jessie Swieter,
Damien Gordon, George Hall, Les Walker, Mark Hoover

Jerry
Schwartz

BY

Schwartz on Sports

JEWISH EDUCATION ALLIANCE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
We’re having another party! Sunday, July 25, 2010, at the MJCCA, 5342 Tilly

Mill Road, Dunwoody, GA, 30338. Attire is casual and light refreshments will be
served. Admission is free with advance registration at atlantajcc.org. $18 per cou-
ple/$10 individual at the door. (Donations welcome and appreciated) Register by
phone: Pat Aronoff, 770-399-0807. Interested in becoming an Alliance Patron? Please
call Arnold Balser at 770-396-5771.
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KOSHER DAY

Kosher Day 2010 is Sunday, May 30,
when the Braves take on the Pittsburgh
Pirates at 1:35 p.m. There will be a pre-
game parade around the warning track, as
well as the opportunity to run the bases
after the game. Kosher food will be provid-
ed by Goodfriend’s Grill on the right field
patio. There will be a raffle for a chance to
bang the big drum and for valuable baseball
paraphernalia. For tickets and more infor-
mation, contact the Atlanta Kashruth
Commission at 404-634-4063 or
akc@kosheratlanta.org. 

NEW KOSHER ITEMS

Gatorade is kosher when bearing the
OU.

Waffles by De Wafelbakkers, North
Little Rock, Arkansas, are kosher and dairy
when bearing the “KD” symbol. They are
found in bags in the Kroger bakery depart-
ment.

Original Red Bull, both regular and
sugar-free, are kosher/pareve. (Red Bull
Shots are not recommended.) 

PROTECTING THE KOSHER 
CONSUMER

Many people assume that if a store
labels something as “kosher,” it must be so.
Unfortunately, this is not true. Many com-
panies make all kinds of claims, but, espe-
cially in religious matters, there is no gov-
ernment oversight. 

Over thirty years ago, Rabbi Emanuel
Feldman was able to get the Georgia
Legislature to pass some consumer protec-
tion laws to try to shield the kosher con-

sumer from deliberate fraud. Recently, a
Conservative rabbi and the ACLU chal-
lenged the wording of the law. Because of
their lawsuit, there was a danger that kosher
consumers would not have protection. 

Thanks to a national team put together
with the help of Agudath Israel of America,
the Georgia Kosher Food Consumer
Protection Act is now in place. Members of
the team included Rabbi Ilan Feldman,
Rabbi Yechezkel Freundlich, Rabbi Abba
Cohen, Rabbi Avigdor Slatus, David
Schoen, and Rabbi A.D. Motzen. The team
was greatly helped by Representative Mike
Jacobs, together with Representatives
Kevin Levitas, Joe Wilkinson, Wendell
Willard, Michele Henson, and Fran Millar
and Senator Don Balfour. 

This new measure is based on the dis-
closure concept. All kosher businesses will
have a sign that discloses to the consumer
that they are certified. The sign provides
pertinent information, such as the establish-
ment’s full name and contact information;
contact information for the certifying indi-
vidual/organization and how often that
individual/organization visits the establish-
ment; and what the establishment sells,
whether or not all merchandise is kosher,
and whether or not it is kosher for Passover.

Rabbi Reuven Stein is director of supervi-
sion for the Atlanta Kashruth Commission,
a non-profit organization dedicated to pro-
moting kashruth through education,
research, and supervision.

Rabbi Reuven
Stein

BY

Kosher Korner

Beginning this summer, the Jewish Life
and Learning (JLL) Department will
implement invigorated and expanded
Brill Institute and Pathways program-
ming for adults and families, Jews and
non-Jews. Foundations of Jewish Family
Living, a course for parents, starts this
fall at Temple Kol Emeth/Temple
Kehillat Chaim; register by June 1, and
receive $25 off. For information on this
and other programs, call Marcia Dworetz
at 678-812-3985, or visit www.atlanta-
jcc.org.

SHABBAT FOR ALL. Congregation
Shema Yisrael—The Open Synagogue
holds services every Saturday, 10:15
a.m., at JF&CS, 4549 Chamblee-
Dunwoody Road, Atlanta 30338. For
details, call 404-943-1100.

SAVE THE DATE. LimmudFest is Labor
Day Weekend, September 3-6, at
Tumbling Waters in the North Georgia
mountains. Register early to get the best
prices and choice of accommodations,
including hotel rooms or traditional sum-
mer camp cabins. For details, visit
www.limmudse.org.

GET READY TO RUN AND STAY FOR
THE FUN. The MJCCA’s 17th Annual
Harris Jacobs Dream Run is June 6, at
Zaban Park. The morning features a 2K
fun run/walk, 7:45 a.m.; 4-mile road
race, 8:00 a.m.; and 4-mile racewalk,
8:00 a.m. Entry fees are $20/adults ($25
after May 28) and $25/phantom runners.
Race day registration begins onsite at
7:00 a.m. Register at www.active.com
(keyword: dream run). Immediately fol-
lowing the run, the MJCCA will host the
2nd Annual Dunwoody Days Community
Pool Party and BBQ from 11:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m.

From page 27
Thought
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MASSELL CLINIC GOES GREEN. The
Ben Massell Dental Clinic (BMDC), a
program of Jewish Family & Career
Services (JF&CS), has been awarded
LEED Gold certification, established by
the U.S. Green Building Council and
verified by the Green Building
Certification Institute. The LEED
(Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) certification
system is the nation’s pre-eminent pro-
gram for the design, construction, and
operation of high-performance green
buildings. 

“The building design emphasized
the importance of minimizing mainte-
nance expenses and operating costs by
utilizing high-efficiency systems and
building for maximum durability,” said
Gary Miller, chief executive officer of
JF&CS. “We anticipate that LEED cer-
tification will help us ensure an environ-
mentally safe and healthy building with
a functional lifespan of at least 30 to 40
years.” 

The only resource for comprehen-
sive, quality dental care available to
indigent individuals and the working
poor in metro Atlanta, the BMDC was
founded in 1911. In August 2008, it
moved into its current location, a 7,900-

square-foot facility at 700 14th Street,
in Midtown, designed by architect Ted
Taylor. The building achieved LEED
Gold certification for energy use, light-
ing, water, and material use, as well as
incorporating a variety of other sustain-
able strategies. 

By using less energy and water, a
LEED-certified building saves money
for families, businesses, and taxpayers;
reduces greenhouse gas emissions; and
contributes to a healthier environment
for residents, workers, and the larger
community.

There are four levels of LEED certi-
fication—Platinum, Gold, Silver, and
certified. The BMDC received LEED
Gold based on a number of green design
and construction features that have a
positive impact on the project itself and
the broader community. These features
include energy-efficient windows, light-
ing, and HVAC mechanical systems. All
wall and floor coverings are made of
recyclable materials, mostly sourced
from within 50 miles of the clinic to
reduce transportation costs.
Landscaping makes use of drought-tol-
erant plants, and there is special parking
for hybrid cars and bicycles.

Buildings in the United States are
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responsible for 39 percent of carbon
dioxide emissions, 40 percent of energy
consumption, 13 percent of water con-
sumption and 15 percent of GDP per
year, making green building a source of
significant economic and environmental
opportunity, according to the council.
Greater building efficiency can meet 85
percent of future U.S. demand for ener-
gy, and a national commitment to green
building has the potential to generate
2.5 million American jobs.

MEALS ON WHEELS EXPANDS SER-
VICE. Thanks to a new alliance between
JF&CS and Senior Connections, more
Atlanta-area residents who rely on the
delivery of meals to their homes now
have a kosher option. On May 3, JF&CS
transitioned its Meals on Wheels pro-
gram to Senior Connections, enlarging
the service area to include more clients
who previously could not receive kosher
meals and allowing current clients to
expand their meal service.

JF&CS started delivering Meals on
Wheels in the early 1980s. The program
currently serves between 30 and 40
chilled meals per day to an average of
45 clients in a limited geographic area
each week. The agency has had to turn
away clients who live outside the deliv-
ery area. Senior Connections, with its
greater capacity, delivery area, and larg-
er volunteer pool, delivered roughly

400,000 meals last year, with an average
meal production of 2,000 meals per day.
Meals can be received hot daily, or a
week’s worth of frozen meals can be
delivered.

“As someone who maintains a
kosher home, I understand the value of
kosher meals and having choices for
those meals and for other services,” said
the Honorable Liane Levetan, former
DeKalb County CEO. “I know Senior
Connections quite well, have been a
champion for years, chaired the capital
campaign, and established the new
annual fund, Circle of Friends, and I am
proud that this alliance will enable more
metro Atlanta residents to be served.”

Since 1973, Senior Connections has
served metro Atlanta with programs and
services designed to help seniors “age in
place” in the comfort of their own
homes. In addition to Meals on Wheels,
Senior Connections provides home
repair, in-home care, and other services
to anyone over the age of 60, regardless
of income level.

“Collaboration is crucial in this
economy; as key nonprofit agencies,
this partnership gives us a chance to
make a difference in so many lives,”
said Senior Connections’ CEO Debra
Furtado.

“This arrangement will allow us to
make kosher meals available to a broad-
er range of people,” added Miller. “At

the same time, not all our clients consid-
er it necessary to have kosher. Because
of the greater diversity in menu options,
we’ll be able to serve a greater variety
of meals as well as specialized ones for
those with dietary restrictions.” 

In a recent survey, JF&CS found
that some clients were not completely
satisfied with their meal options. Many
of JF&CS’ aging clients suffer from
hypertension, diabetes, and other health
issues, and they would prefer low-sodi-
um meals or other options better suited
to meet their nutritional needs. 

HELPING JOB-SEEKERS. In March,
JF&CS launched Job Training and
Placement Services for Adults and
Dislocated Workers, a new initiative
aimed at helping DeKalb County resi-
dents who have lost their jobs due to the
economic downturn. Employment pro-
fessionals will offer pre-employment
assessments, workshops, job search
strategies, and job placement opportuni-
ties.

Funding for the program, in the
amount of almost $1.8 million, is com-
ing from a federal stimulus grant award-
ed to JF&CS by DeKalb Workforce
Development (DWD) as part of the
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009. A division of the DeKalb
County government, DWD’s goal is to
provide DeKalb residents with tools and

programs to help them secure and main-
tain employment. 

According to Sheryl Chapman,
interim director of DWD, this program
is an “innovative approach to job place-
ment, with employer-led training while
participants are performing the func-
tions of the job.”

In choosing JF&CS over nine other
organizations, DWD cited the agency’s
comprehensive training program and its
success in job placement, as well as its
broad scope of overall services. 

JF&CS has worked with DeKalb
Workforce Development in years past in
similar job placement program efforts
and has been a long-standing partner
with the department. 

McNeal Solutions, the local small
business entity identified for this proj-
ect, will work with JF&CS Career
Services—Tools for Employment
Division—to provide ongoing case man-
agement and retention services to the
selected job seekers. Under the terms of
the agreement, 100 people per year will
receive on-the-job and occupational
skills training. Many will be placed
immediately in full-time, regular jobs,
while others will receive skills training
in preparation for later employment. 

Interested job seekers who reside in
DeKalb County should call 770-677-
9459 for information regarding the
application process.

For centuries, there have been royal
dynasties in England, Holland, Norway,
Sweden, and Denmark. Many others,
such as the Russian, French, and
Austrian empires, fell long ago, and
only the Windsors of England even
have a surname.

Another worldwide dynasty, dating
from the early 1700s, is the family
Rothschild. The five sons of the first
Rothschild, Mayer Amschel, were given
the title of baron by the governments of
England, France, Germany, and Austria.
There are fabulous family estates
owned by Rothschild philanthropists,
writers, physicians, patrons of the arts,
and bankers. In 1875, Egypt’s Khedive
was selling the Suez Canal, but even the
Bank of England couldn’t come up with
the huge asking price of four million
pounds sterling. The next day, Queen
Victoria’s prime minister, Benjamin
Disraeli, came to her majesty, saying,
“You have it, madam.... There is only
one firm that can do it—Rothschild.”

In America, we have many famous
families, such as the Rockefellers. John
D. Sr. founded the University of
Chicago and the Standard Oil Company
of New York. His descendents have
included governors, senators, and other
politicians, as well as bankers and
industrialists.

The Roosevelts can boast of two

presidents, congressmen, and World
War II armed servicemen, as well as the
powerful women in the family—
Eleanor and Alice. Presidents Theodore
and Franklin Delano Roosevelt were
extremely influential, both here and
a b r o a d ,
during their
years in the
W h i t e
H o u s e ,
e s p e c i a l l y
FDR, a
f o u r - t e r m
p r e s i d e n t .
Among his
n u m e r o u s
a c c o m -
pl ishments
were his establishment of the Social
Security system as part of the New Deal
and starting a foundation in Warm
Springs, Georgia, to aid victims of
polio. (He was probably the most visi-
ble symbol of that cruel disease, which
was then wreaking havoc across the
land.)

Often referred to as America’s roy-
alty, the Kennedy family is now into its
5th or 6th generation, starting with
Ambassador Joe, then President John F.
Kennedy, Attorney General Robert F.
Kennedy, Senator Ted Kennedy, and
many other politicians and civil ser-
vants. A lot of wealth was accumulated
when patriarch Joe sold liquor and mar-
ried the Mayor of Boston’s daughter
Rose, which began that famous dynasty.

The Bush family now boasts two
presidents, a governor, other politicians
and civil servants, and bankers; in addi-
tion, the family has vast holdings in the
oil industry and various estates in this
country.

M e n t i o n
the Annin
family, and
most folks
will tell
y o u
t h e y ’ v e
n e v e r
heard of
t h e m .
S i n c e
1820, when

Alexander Annin started making the
U.S. flag (which had only 29 stars), six
generations of Annins have made signal
flags for ships and millions of flags for
homes, public buildings, scout troops,
veterans groups, and other civic organi-
zations. An Annin flag was unfurled
over Iwo Jima, and an Annin was the

first flag to fly over the World Trade
Center ruins on 9/11. Recently, an
Annin family member said, “If I had to
choose to make a living at one thing,
making the American flag would be it.”
I heartily agree.

Another lesser-known family busi-
ness, going on for seven generations, is
the Ferry-Morse Seed Company, in
Fulton, Kentucky. They package 95
million packets of flower and vegetable
seeds a year for happy gardeners. What
a lovely business to own and be part of,
bringing beauty and food to all.

I’m sure there are legions of fami-
ly-owned businesses, as well as fami-
lies of farmers, teachers, and other pro-
fessionals dotting the land. I’ve picked
just a handful of the interesting or bet-
ter-known families that come to mind
and some that amaze me to no end.

But sweetest of all family-owned
businesses, now into the 6th generation,
is Smucker’s of Orville, Ohio. Their
jams, jellies, marmalades, chocolate
toppings, and other products, bearing
the slogan, “With a name like
Smucker’s, it has to be good,” are sold
in grocery stores throughout this land.
As Jackie Gleason would say, “How
sweet it is!” I would love to be part of
that family—I’d have strawberry jam
and orange marmalade every day of my
life! The Smuckers bring smiles and joy
to millions of kids and adults every day,
everywhere. How good is that?

God Bless America.

What’s in a (family) name?

Balfoura Friend
Levine

BY



By Belle Klavonsky

TIP TOP. Based on their ACT scores, over
half of The Epstein School 7th-graders
qualified for the 2010 Duke Talent
Identification Program (TIP). Of students
tested, 100% received State Level or higher
recognition. Benjamin Lechter and Marissa
Oves qualified for the Duke TIP Summer
Academy. Zach Brenner, Benjamin
Diamond, Alon Fischer, and Jeremy
Shapiro achieved “Grand Level.” Pictured:
(back, from left) Asher Berman, Jeremy
Shapiro, Benjamin Diamond, Alex Platt,
Alon Fischer, Zach Brenner; (front, from
left) Leah Greenberg, Jonathan Steinberg,
Samantha Weinberg, Carly Kaplan, Talia
Katz, Jack Schneider, Benjamin Lechter,
Marissa Oves, and Ilana Ander

NASA VISITS EPSTEIN. NASA engi-
neer/rocket scientist Leslie Curtis, mother
of Epstein Middle School Learning Styles
Specialist Alicia Curtis, recently visited
6th-grade students who were studying a
unit on astronomy. Using an Activboard,
Ms. Curtis engaged with students during an
interactive visual presentation, which
included brilliant images and videos of
planets, dwarf planets, asteroids, comets,
stars, galaxies, and more created from
images taken by the Hubble Space
Telescope. Students were given Hubble
images, mission patches, a NASA activity
pack, and pictures of a shuttle launch and
crew. Pictured: Rachel Kahen, Max
Marcovitch, and Bailee Yoels 

LIVE AT THE WOODRUFF. Epstein 7th-
grader Jack Schneider (pictured) debuted
his new CD at the Woodruff Arts Center, in
an April 25 concert—and bar mitzvah proj-
ect—benefiting Epstein and Young
Audiences, Georgia’s leading provider of
arts-in-education programming and part of
the Woodruff. After Jack auditioned for
Young Audiences, they agreed to help spon-
sor the show and provide space. At the con-
cert, Jack played songs from his CD, which
includes three original songs, as well as
songs by Bob Dylan, John Denver, Peter
Paul and Mary, and others. The songs are
available on iTunes; all proceeds benefit
The Epstein School.

AM YISRAEL CHAI. Twelve Epstein 7th-
graders (pictured) were selected to partici-
pate in “Oral Histories and Life Stories,” a
project under the direction of Sara Ghitis.
After participating in a training workshop,
the students interviewed families, then cre-
ated written documents depicting an aspect
of each family’s history. Next, they created
a family posterboard/collage for an exhibi-
tion that opened at the Am Yisrael Chai
Yom HaShoah Commemoration Event,
April 14, at Congregation Beth Tefillah.
The exhibition will continue through the
month of May. 

TECH SAVVY. Nine Epstein students
placed in the top three at the 2010 Georgia

State Technology Fair. Pictured: (back,
from left) Jack Schneider (7-8th grade—
Digital Video Editing), Alexa Rakusin (5-
6th grade—Digital Photography; 6th
grade—Multimedia Applications), Zahava
Feldstein (6th grade—Multimedia
Applications), Seth Hochman (5-6th
grade—Tech Lit Challenge online technol-
ogy test), Talia Katz (7-8th grade—3D
Modeling), Elliot Salzberg (7-8th grade—
Tech Lit Challenge); (front, from left) Lily
Schneider (3-4th grade—Tech Lit
Challenge), Isabel Berlin (3rd grade—
Multimedia Applications), and Yoel Alperin
(5-6th grade—Animated Graphic Design)

HAKUNA MATATA. Epstein 8th-graders
performed to sold-out crowds in the middle
school production of The Lion King in
Hebrew. This year, 5th-graders also per-
formed in key scenes. Michal Spiegelman
produced and directed, with the help of
Assistant Director Julia Shavin and
Choreographers Jess Miller and Karen
Danello; Julia and Jess are North Springs
Charter High School students. Other key
personnel were set designer Sharon
Feldstein, costume designer Pamela Cohen,
and make-up artist Anat Levi. Pictured: The
animals of the jungle (counterclockwise
from left: Adina Karpuj, Ivana Videlefsy,
Emily Kaplan, and Lucy Rittenberg) lift
young Simba (Jake Berne) 

YOM HaSHOAH AT GHA. On April 12,
Greenfield Hebrew Academy students ded-
icated morning Tefillah to the victims and
survivors of the Holocaust and placed can-
dles near the Alex Gross Holocaust

Children’s Memorial. Students flew hand-
made kites in honor of Janusz Korczak, a
Jewish Polish pediatrician who ran an
orphanage in the Warsaw ghetto. GHA
founder, past president, and grandparent
Mr. Henry Birnbrey spoke to middle school
students about his personal experiences as a
survivor and war veteran. Pictured:
Brinkley Berch and Quinn Rabinowitz fly
their handmade kites.

ECD PLANTS A GARDEN. In GHA’s
Early Childhood Department, the children
have been exploring spring. They planted
seeds of cucumbers, okra, parsley, and
beans; sketched and painted pear trees as
they began to bloom; cut fresh flowers and
distributed them to teachers and administra-
tors; collected fig leaves and dried petals
for craft projects; and planted a large
cucumber plant in the garden. Pictured:
Kindergartener Emma Price with her grand-
father Jeffrey Snow

WASHINGTON TRIP. GHA 7th-graders
took a trip to Washington, D.C., where they
learned about the nation’s history, visited
historic sites, and met with Georgia
Congressman John Lewis. Pictured: 7th-
grade teachers Debra Kraar, Debra
Tenenbaum, Orna Willis, and Navit Adar
with Congressman Lewis

CELEBRATING YOM HA’ATZMAUT.
GHA celebrated Yom Ha’Atzmaut with a
fun-filled day of learning. Activities includ-
ed a special Tefillah, a ruach-filled assem-
bly, a scavenger hunt, Tzahal (Israeli
Defense Forces) training, the signing of
Megillat Ha’atzmaut, 8th-graders sharing and
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reflecting on their Israel experiences, and the
Early Childhood Department taking a “trip”
to Israel. The highlight of the day was listen-
ing to former GHA student Aaron Broyde
share his decision to make Aliyah and join
Tzahal. Pictured: 5th-graders and their
teacher, Leon Covitz, cheerfully parade
around the school with Israeli flags.

ROCKET SCIENCE. GHA 6th-graders
recently traveled to Huntsville, Alabama.
While there, they toured the U.S. Space and
Rocket Center. Pictured: Seth Kessel, Gabi
Levith, and Adele Stolovitz take a ride on the
super fast Space Shot.

THIRD-GRADE VOLUNTEERS. GHA
3rd- graders are learning about communities
all year. Recently, the students invited four
different people to visit and talk about how
and why they help in their communities.
Students then discussed ways that they might
be able to volunteer as a group. As a final
activity, the entire 3rd grade went to Open
Hand to help bag canned goods for delivery
to those in need. Pictured: (from left) Logan
Kritzberg, Jacob Slutzky, David Lebowitz,
and Jacob Lieberman

REMEMBERING. On April 16, Davis
Academy 8th-grade student Katie Cohen was
recognized at the State Capitol for her 3rd-
place win in the Middle School division of
the Holocaust Art Contest, sponsored by the
Georgia Commission on the Holocaust. Katie

is shown here with her parents, Jane and
Marshall Cohen, and her brother, Jacob, a
5th- grader at Davis Academy.

TENNIS WINNERS. The Davis Academy
tennis team had a great season, finishing as
the 2010 Metro Atlanta Athletics Conference
(MAAC) Tennis Team runner up. Pictured:
(from left) Coach Justina Rodriguez,
Brendan Rosenberg, Brett Shulman, Josh
Bircoll, David Martos, Alec Redler, and
Justin Fleischmann

MAKING PITA. This year, Yom Ha’atzmaut
celebrations at the Davis Academy were fun
and educational, showing the school’s love of
Israel. Pictured: 2nd-graders Avi Pearlman
and Audra Buffington show rolled-out pita
dough ready for baking.

ISRAEL BOUND. At an all-school Kabbalat
Shabbat on April 23, Davis Academy stu-
dents and their families enjoyed songs and
prayers and gave blessings to the entire 8th-
grade class before its trip to Israel. Rabbi Eric
Yoffie, president of the Union for Reform
Judaism, who was in town to meet with local
clergy, stopped by to wish the students well.
Pictured: Sydney Joffre speaks about what
the 8th-grade Israel trip—the culminating
school experience—means to her and her
classmates.

ALL ABOUT ALICE. At the Davis
Academy, a cast and crew of 200 students in
every grade, plus 80 alumni mentors, parent
volunteers, and a fantastic group of faculty
presented Alice in Wonderland to sold out

audiences on March 14. Picture: Ashley
Siegel, Lindsey Marcus, and Jessica
Silverman portrayed the three versions of
Alice

A LIVE CULTURAL EXPERIENCE. To
share her Mexican heritage with her class-
mates, Davis Academy 1st-grader Isabella
Martinez invited a special guest as part of her
multicultural presentation on Mexico. Juan
Rendon, an Aztec sun dancer, performed in
full costume and then spoke with the children
about how the sun dance is passed from gen-
eration to generation.

WEBER CONTEMPLATES CHANGING
MASCOT TO A BULLDOG. The Weber
School has one of the state’s top acceptance
records to the University of Georgia. This
year, 81.8% of seniors applying for early
admission to UGA were accepted, 72.4% of
all Weber applicants were accepted, and all of
these students qualified for the HOPE
Scholarship. The Class of 2010 (pictured) has
also been accepted to Harvard, Stanford,
Duke, Brown, Northwestern, Washington,
and Emory universities; University of
Pennsylvania; Pomona College; and other
nationally ranked schools. In addition to
HOPE Scholarships, students have received
over $1,500,000 in offered scholarships. 

A KID WHO CARES. Weber junior Daniel
Feuer (pictured), won the “Kids who Care”
award from 11Alive and the Junior League of
Atlanta. The award honors local high school
students who are dedicated to improving their
communities by going above and beyond
what is expected and unselfishly making a
difference in the lives of others. Daniel was
awarded a $1,500 scholarship and a
Certificate of Excellence from the Junior

League of Atlanta. Smoothie Kidz, the non-
profit organization Daniel founded, was
recently featured on CBS Atlanta’s
“Positively Georgia.”

TENNIS TEAM LAUDED. The Northside
Neighbor recognized Weber’s Tennis Team
(pictured) for its excellent performance this
season, which saw three doubles teams and
one singles player qualify for the GISA State
Class AAA tournament.

ACHIEVERS. Eleven Weber School stu-
dents were honored in the Junior
Achievement Fellows, an elite program in
which students start and manage their own
companies. In the Best JA Fellow Company
Competition, Sydney Grunwald, Wendy
Podber, Sophie Schneider, Andrew
Shutzberg, Ben Tetenbaum, and Chelsea
Unschuld placed 1st; Simon Ludwig,
Melanie Oppenheimer, and Jonathan Tuck
placed 2nd; and Elana Axler and Gabriel
Popowski placed 5th; their companies can
move on to the North American competition.
Sophie Schneider placed 3rd for Best Sales
Pitch; and Gabriel Popowski was voted by
his peers as the “Featured Fellow” of his
company. 

IT’S THE LAW. The Weber School took 1st
place in the National Moot Beit Din (Mock
Rabbinic Court) Competition, in Washington,
D.C., April 22-25. Moot Beit Din enables stu-
dents from Jewish high schools to use an
advanced understanding of traditional Jewish
texts and sources to solve a contemporary
issue. Weber, competing along with 22 other
North American schools, won 1st place for
the second consecutive time. The team con-
sisted of (pictured, from left) David Nelwan,
Eytan Palte, Frank Spiro, and Seth Euster.
Weber teacher Marc Leventhal accompanied
the team to Washington and was its advisor
for the competition.
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GET MOVING. On May 16, The Marcus
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta
(MJCCA) had a grand opening celebration
for its new 7,000-square-foot, state-of-the-
art Gymnastics Pavilion. The pavilion will
be home to the MJCCA gymnastics team;
early childhood, youth, and adult gymnas-
tics classes; and gymnastics summer camp
programs. The facility features a spring
floor, three gymnastics pits, and an array of
USA Gymnastics-certified Olympic equip-
ment, including six beams, three bars, a
vault, and a regulation length runway.

“The addition of this exciting new
facility enables us to offer an expanded
slate of gymnastics programs for the com-
munity and provides us with the much-
needed space and equipment to house what
has become the largest gymnastics program
in the Dunwoody/Sandy Springs area,” said
Michael D. Wise, CEO and executive direc-
tor of the MJCCA. 

Gymnastics Director Kayce Stein
brings a rejuvenated spirit to the MJCCA’s
rapidly growing program. Stein, who
attended Auburn University on a full gym-
nastics scholarship, has competed regional-
ly and nationally in the sport.  At Auburn,
she earned records in beam, vault, and all-
around and was elected to the position of
team captain by her peers during her junior
and senior years. Stein is also the recipient
of the coveted Wentworth Award for
Female Athletes. 

The new facility is allowing the
MJCCA to offer smaller and more varied
classes, as well as classes based on skill
level rather than age. In addition, other pop-
ular MJCCA programs, such as cheerlead-
ing, tumbling, and birthday parties, will
now utilize this facility.

The MJCCA will host open houses for
those interested in touring the facility,
meeting the instructors, and learning more
about the program. All ages are welcome,
May 23, 2:00-4:00 p.m., May 24, 4:00-6:00
p.m., and May 25, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon.
On May 27, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon, a spe-
cial open house for boys and girls ages 7

and under will be held in conjunction with
The PJ Library; parents are encouraged to
participate. 

Sponsorship opportunities are still
available, and contributions to the capital
campaign for the purchase of additional
equipment are still needed. To make a con-
tribution, contact Kate Sommers at
kate.sommers@atlantajcc.org or 678-812-
4147. 

BOOK LAUNCH. On May 5, historian
Hampton Sides launched his newest book,
Hellhound On His Trail: The Stalking of
Martin Luther King, Jr. and the
International Hunt for His Assassin, at the
Carter Center, where he was interviewed by
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Hank
Klibanoff. This event was presented by A
Page From the Book Festival of the
MJCCA, the AJC Decatur Book Festival,
and the Carter Center.

A native of Memphis with a bachelor’s
degree in history from Yale, Sides is an
American historian and magazine journal-
ist. Sides is editor-at-large for Outside mag-
azine and has written for such periodicals as
National Geographic, The New Yorker, and
The Washington Post. Originally from
Alabama, Klibanoff was managing editor
for The Atlanta Journal-Constitution until
June 2008. He received the Pulitzer Prize
for history in 2007 for the book The Race
Beat: The Press, the Civil Rights Struggle,
and the Awakening of a Nation.

READY TO LEARN. In keeping up with
recent studies stating that Kindergarten-
readiness preschool programs prepare chil-
dren to excel, the MJCCA’s Early
Childhood Services (ECS) department is
further enriching curricula for both its
Dunwoody and East Cobb preschools. Over
the next year, a number of enhancements
will be rolled out to benefit students and
families.

ECS Chair Todd Gordon says, “We
understand that children who enter
Kindergarten ready to learn are better situ-
ated to succeed in school. Our goal is not
only to provide each child with the best
learning experiences prior to entering
Kindergarten but to do so in an environ-
ment that encourages them to have fun as
they develop important skills.”

The new kindergarten-readiness pro-
grams include: Zoo Phonics, a leading
multi-sensory phonetic awareness program;
Listening Centers for Literacy
Development, which provide students with
opportunities to hear stories, while simulta-
neously following along in books; story-
telling; science lab;  Tikun Olam, utilizing
the MJCCA’s new garden and outdoor
classroom; and wellness. 

Successful returning programs include:
Handwriting without Tears; PE; music; sci-
ence; Judaics; and, at Dunwoody, swim-
ming, gymnastics, and visits to the Sophie
Hirsh Srochi Jewish Discovery Museum.

Max Meyers, Gavin Ulin, and Joshua
Branum (Photo: Ellen Swerdlin)

Chase Pena and Rebecca Felgin
(Photo: Ellen Swerdlin)

For more information on MJCCA
preschools, contact Stacey Shapiro, direc-
tor, MJCCA Weinstein School, Dunwoody,
678-812-4148 or Stacey.shapiro@atlanta-
jcc.org; or Raye Lynn Banks, MJCCA
Sunshine School, East Cobb, 678-812-3714
or rayelynn.banks@atlantajcc.org. 

BIENNIAL CONVENTION. The MJCCA
hosted more than 500 Jewish Community
Center professionals and lay leaders at the
2010 JCCs of North America Biennial
Conference, May 2-5, at the downtown
Marriott Marquis Hotel. The local host
community committee was co-chaired by
MJCCA Past Presidents Lisa F. Brill and
Laura Dinerman. 

Celebrated community leaders, philan-
thropists, and The Home Depot founders
Bernie Marcus and Arthur Blank kicked off
the convention on May 2 with a keynote
plenary address entitled, “The Keys to
Building Successful Organizations,” a dis-
cussion of their much-lauded philosophy of
customer service and how it is integral to
building and sustaining a thriving business.

The JCCs of North America Biennial
Convention is the forum where JCC leaders
convene to learn, share, grow, and become
energized about their passion for the JCC. It
features a myriad of learning opportunities,
addressing such topics as leadership,

fundraising, programming, marketing
strategies, fiscal responsibility, strategic
planning, and more. 

In partnership with the convention, the
MJCCA implemented a social action proj-
ect, Project GIVE (Giving Impacts
Virtually Everyone), which sought the com-
munity’s help in collecting necessities for
local Atlanta service agencies, including
MedShare; Gift of Sight; Cell Phones for
Soldiers; The Gateway Center; and The
Boys & Girls Clubs of Metro Atlanta.

INCLUSION GRANT BENEFITS CHIL-
DREN WITH AUTISM. The National
Inclusion Project recently awarded a
$16,000 grant to the MJCCA for Let’s ALL
Play—Inclusion in Recreational Programs.
This partnership will allow children with
developmental disabilities to enjoy a sum-
mer camp experience in an inclusive set-
ting. 

Barbara and Sanford Orkin (BSO)
Camp Chai, a program of the MJCCA, will
continue to offer an inclusive camp pro-
gram for children diagnosed with an autism
spectrum disorder during the summer of
2010. Funding from the National Inclusion
Project will allow BSO Camp Chai to offer
eight one-week sessions during the summer
of 2010 for children with autism for the
same fee as a regular camp session. 

Now in its third year, the inclusion pro-
gram will give campers with autism the
opportunity to participate in camp activities
alongside their typically developing peers,
and programs can be modified to suit their
needs and abilities. In addition, the camp
will recruit extra staff members who are
qualified to work with children with autism,
removing the financial barriers for parents
who previously had to hire an aide for their
child to attend camp. 

The National Inclusion Project has
been actively developing Let’s ALL Play
since 2004. In 2010, the project is partner-
ing with over 45 recreational programs in
23 states. 

Let’s ALL Play gives children with
developmental disabilities the same recre-
ational experiences as those without.
Children with disabilities and their peers
who are typically developing come togeth-
er to participate in activities such as swim-
ming, arts and crafts, community service,
physical fitness, and more.

The National Inclusion Project, for-
merly the Bubel/Aiken Foundation, serves
to bridge the gap that exists between young
people with disabilities and the world
around them. By providing curriculum,
training, and financial assistance, the proj-
ect partners with communities and pro-
grams in creating awareness and opportuni-
ties for full inclusion. To learn more, visit
www.inclusionproject.org.

MEMORIAL GARDEN. On Sunday, April
25, the Besser Holocaust Memorial Garden
was dedicated at the MJCCA. More than
300 people came out to be a part of the spe-
cial program, which included guest speaker
Dr. Michael Berenbaum, an internationally

MJCCA NEWS

Sophie Bussey of Dunwoody, a level
10 gymnast at the Marcus Jewish
Community Center of Atlanta,
proves that being a good gymnast
is, in part, a balancing act. (Photo
courtesy of the MJCAA) See MJCCA NEWS, page 38
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Located in far Southwest Georgia,
Bainbridge began as an Indian trading post
on the Flint River in 1765. In 1824, the
town was officially established and named
after the commodore who commanded the
U.S.S. Constitution during the War of 1812. 

Jews did not settle in this small inland
port town until after the Civil War. Among
the first were the three Ehrlich brothers,
who came to the seat of Decatur County in
1869. Abraham and Henry Ehrlich initially
opened a dry-goods store in Bainbridge;
soon after, Lewis Ehrlich opened a butcher
shop. By 1870, the single Abraham and
Henry lived together, next door to Lewis
and his young family. 

The family was soon struck by tragedy,
as Abraham died from an arm wound he had
sustained fighting for the South in the Civil
War. Abraham was celebrated in the local
newspaper as a Confederate hero who had
sacrificed his life to the lost cause. Lewis
and Henry Ehrlich remained in Bainbridge
and became the foundation of the local
Jewish community.

The Ehrlich family was soon joined by
other Jewish immigrants, who were drawn
to the area because of its burgeoning econ-
omy. Another set of brothers, Max and
Isadore Kwilecki, came from Prussia in
1870. Isadore spent the rest of his life in
Bainbridge, owning a hardware store that
was passed down to his children. He mar-
ried another Prussian-born immigrant,
Bertha, and the two raised seven children.
Isadore also got involved in real estate, con-
structing a two-story building downtown.
The first floor was rented out to various
businesses, while the second floor was
home to the Kwilecki Opera House, which
presented traveling shows as well as local
theatrical productions.

In 1871, Hehle Nussbaum, from Saxe-
Weimar in Germany, opened a butcher shop
in Bainbridge, where his Ehrlich brothers-
in-law already lived. Two years later,
Nussbaum brought over his wife, Lena
Ehrlich, and their three children. Nussbaum
opened a cooperage company in 1894 to
make barrels for the local turpentine indus-
try. 

Several of Nussbaum’s children
became prominent Bainbridge citizens. Ben
Nussbaum owned a furniture store with his
brother Max, and was elected to the
Georgia State Legislature in 1902 but died
before he was able to serve. Max later
owned a manufacturing company that made
bottle washing machines. He served several
years as alderman and was elected for one
term as mayor. Sigmund Nussbaum found-
ed Georgia’s first electric utility company
after he bought a steam engine, which he
needed for making ice to chill the beer he
was selling. He later hooked the city’s elec-
tric lights into his generator. Melvin
Nussbaum was a lawyer and businessman
who spent many years as chairman of the
Bainbridge Board of Education.

The Ehrlichs, Kwileckis, and
Nussbaums became the pillars of the

Bainbridge Jewish community. Their
descendants continued to play leadership
roles in the community for the next century.
Over the years, many members of these
three families served as president of the
local congregation.

By 1878, an estimated 53 Jews lived in
Bainbridge. Most of the male breadwinners
worked in retail trade. This growing num-
ber of Jews began to meet together. The
women took the lead, forming a “Koffee
Klatch” in the 1870s that met weekly and
raised money for charity. This group later
evolved into The Ladies Aid Society and
then The Temple Guild. Bainbridge Jews
soon petitioned the city for a parcel of land
in the town’s cemetery for use as a Jewish
burial ground. In 1900, 18-year-old Rosalie
Kwilecki, daughter of Isadore and Bertha,
started a Sunday school. The school had its
origins in Rosalie’s teaching Judaism to her
brothers and sisters, which soon attracted
the attention of other Jews in town. The
school initially met in the local Elk’s
Lodge. Rosalie, who later marred Henry
Ehrlich’s son Julian, ran the school for over
fifty years.

Soon after the religious school opened,
Bainbridge Jews came together formally to
establish a congregation. Founded in 1902
when the group acquired a Torah, Temple
Beth-El initially met in private homes and
the Elk’s Lodge. Isadore Kwilecki was its
first president, a position he held for over
25 years. In 1909, the small congregation
hired Rabbi Edmund Landau of  Temple
B’nai Israel, in Albany, Georgia, to lead
services. Since Rabbi Landau served his
own congregation on Friday nights and
Saturdays, he would travel to Bainbridge
one or two Sundays a month for the next 25
years.

With encouragement from Rabbi
Landau, Temple Beth-El soon began to
raise money to build a synagogue. In 1914,
they bought a parcel of land at the corner of
Evans and Broad streets. In December of
1916, they officially dedicated their house
of worship in a big public ceremony.
According to the local newspaper, people of
all faiths filled the new temple. Isadore
Kwilecki led the procession into the build-
ing and struck an interfaith note in his
speech, inviting ministers and laity of all
faiths to visit the synagogue, quoting the
line from the Prophets, “My house shall be
a house of prayer unto all nations.” W.H.
Krause, who was head of the building com-
mittee, gave a speech thanking all of those,
including local gentiles, who had donated to
the building fund. Rabbi Landau also took
part in the ceremony, while Rabbi George
Solomon, of Savannah’s Congregation

Mickve Israel, gave the keynote address.
Temple Beth-El was always Reform.

The German Jews who founded the congre-
gation had little interest in or opportunity to
practice Orthodox Judaism. Their worship
services were on Sundays and included
organ music and very little Hebrew. In
1917, the congregation held its first confir-
mation ceremony. By 1945, the congrega-
tion had joined the Reform Union of
American Hebrew Congregations.

The Jewish community of Bainbridge
thrived in the 1910s and ‘20s. In 1919, the

congregation had 24 children in its religious
school. According to an estimate in the
American Jewish Year Book, 220 Jews lived
in Bainbridge in 1927. Much of this popu-
lation growth was due to the arrival of
Jewish immigrants from Russia, who con-
centrated on the dry-goods business. Of the
six Russian-born men who lived in
Bainbridge in 1920, five owned retail dry-
goods stores, while the sixth was a whole-
sale dealer in dry goods. Russian-born
brothers Max and Will Kline both opened

See BAINBRIDGE page 38

In Bainbridge, a small Jewish community still makes its presence known

Stuart 
Rockoff

BY

Temple Beth-El of Bainbridge, constructed in 1916

Temple Beth-El’s 1929 Confirmation
Class. Rabbi Edmund Landau
stands in the middle.

Temple Beth-El’s Religious School,
circa 1952

Roslyn Palmer leads services during Beth-El’s 2006 homecoming event.
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acclaimed author, scholar, and filmmaker
specializing in the Holocaust. Abe Besser
and his wife, Marlene Gelernter Besser,
sponsored this special memorial in an effort
to “never forget” the Holocaust, the defin-
ing memory of Jewish history. The dedica-
tion program included the lighting of six
torches, symbolizing the six million Jews
who lost their lives in the Holocaust, and a
ribbon cutting.

Garrett Van de Grift, Dr. Michael
Berenbaum, Abe Besser, Michael D.
Wise, and Stanley Daniels (all pho-
tos: Heidi Morton)

MJCCA President Garrett Van de
Grift

Marlene Besser, Erwin Zaban, Abe
Besser, and Judy Zaban

Marlene and Abe Besser cutting the
ribbon on the Besser Holocaust
Memorial

Abe Besser lights the first of six
torches.
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dry-goods stores. 
In 1946, Romanian-born Jake Wolff

moved to Bainbridge after serving in the
Navy during the war. By 1949, he owned
Jake’s Pawn Shop, which endured until it
was the last Jewish-owned retail store in
Bainbridge.

From its peak in the 1920s, the
Bainbridge Jewish community soon went
into decline, most likely due to the Great
Depression. By 1937, the town had only 42
Jews. Beth-El remained small; it reached a
postwar peak of 22 members in 1970, but
usually fluctuated between 10 and 20 mem-
bers. The congregation never had a full-
time rabbi; instead, they brought visiting
rabbis from nearby cities like Albany;
Tallahassee, Florida; and Dothan,
Alabama. For the high holidays,
Bainbridge Jews usually traveled to syna-
gogues in other towns; but on at least one
occasion, in 1968, the congregation
brought in a student rabbi from Hebrew
Union College.

Despite the small size of the congrega-
tion, Beth-El built an addition in 1950,
which included an assembly room, kitchen,
and two religious school classrooms. They
named the addition after Lester Friedman, a
longtime leader of the congregation.

In recent decades, Beth-El and the
Bainbridge Jewish community have contin-
ued to decline. The religious school dis-
banded in the 1970s. Despite this, Beth-El
continued to bring in visiting rabbis on a
regular basis; Rabbi Elijah Palnick of
Albany was the last of these visiting rabbis,
serving Beth-El from 1987 to 1999. Since
1999, the congregation’s monthly services
have been lay-led. 

Roslyn Palmer often leads the servic-
es. A lifelong member of Beth-El, Palmer is
also involved in civic affairs and has spent
many years on the city council. 

Other Jews have become important in
the town’s cultural life. Paul Kwilecki, an
active member of Beth-El, is a photogra-

pher who has spent his career documenting
everyday life in Decatur County. He origi-
nally owned a hardware store in town, as
had his Kwilecki ancestors, but sold it in
1975 to pursue his art full-time. Kwilecki
has won fellowships from the National
Endowment for the Arts and the
Guggenheim Foundation. He has published
two books of his photographs, and his work
is in the permanent collections of several
museums, including the Museum of
Modern Art in New York.

Despite its declining numbers, Beth-El
has persevered. In 2006, the congregation
held a homecoming event. Rabbi Irvin
Ehrlich, who grew up in Bainbridge and is
the grandson of Rosalie Ehrlich, the
founder and longtime leader of the reli-
gious school, led the service. The mayor of
Bainbridge, the head of the County Board
of Commissioners, and the minister of the
First United Methodist Church all took part
in the ceremony. Showing the congrega-
tion’s commitment to classical Reform
Judaism, the homecoming service was
almost entirely in English. Beth-El contin-
ues to use the old Union Prayer Book. This
commitment to long-held traditions is
understandable in a small congregation of
just eleven members. Despite its small size,
Beth-El remains committed to preserving
its synagogue building, which has long
been the center of gravity of the Bainbridge
Jewish community.

Readers can learn more about the his-
tory of Jewish communities in Georgia by
visiting the Encyclopedia of Southern
Jewish Communities found at www.isjl.org.
The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of
Southern Jewish Life considers the ency-
clopedia to be a work in progress and
invites the public to contact Dr. Stuart
Rockoff at Rockoff@isjl.org with addition-
al information related to the history of Jews
in Georgia or other parts of the South. 

Dr. Stuart Rockoff is director of the history
department at the Goldring/Woldenberg
Institute of Southern Jewish Life.
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