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Most beings of which the majority of
us are familiar are societal creatures.
They tend to interact in one form or
another with similar creatures. In the
most common of communities of which
we are aware, there appears to be some
form of communal structure.

This is certainly true with humans.
With us humans, in addition to those

interpersonal skills that become so
ingrained in us that we do not always
realize that these are acquired, there is the
development of a societal governing
structure. Rules are developed to govern
such areas as how we act toward others,
what are the rules of commerce, what are
the proprietary rights to property, how
disputes are to be addressed, and the pun-
ishment and/or remedy for disputes, mis-
conduct, and dishonesty.

As the groupings grew in size and as
the ability to write became more preva-
lent, rules for governing were scribed in
stone. Many historians and archeologists
refer to Uruagina, whose reign is reported
to have been circa 2380 B.C.E. – 2360
B.C.E., as the first ruler to record a legal
code. Nothing remains, however, of these
documents, and knowledge of this is
based on reference in other existing docu-

mentation.
For me, the five most influential doc-

uments, in the order of the accepted dates
of their coming into existence, are:
Hammurabi’s Code, the Five Books of
Moses, the Magna Carta, the Declaration
of Independence of the United States of
American, and the Constitution of the
United States of America. All of these
documents set forth rules by which to live
and govern.

Only the Five Books of Moses, how-
ever, combines the temporal with the spir-
itual. The other four documents are attrib-
uted to a man or groups of men and
directed primarily toward the rules of
commerce, governance, property rights,
and authority. The Five Books of Moses,
likewise, does speak to these issues, but it
blends into its text an understanding of a
godly influence rather than a human
source. It creates the understanding that
what exists is of God’s creation, and that

there is an allegiance and a responsibility
to this source. 

To understand Judaism as well as the
other societies derived from and influ-
enced by Judaism, it is necessary to
understand the centrality of the Five
Books of Moses. In recognition of this, at
sundown on the 6th day of the month of
Sivan on the Jewish calendar, we cele-
brate the holiday of Shavuot in recogni-
tion of God’s largess. In 2013, this holi-
day begins at sundown on May 14.

This holiday, which has the agrarian
component marking the beginning of the
wheat harvest and is one of the three pil-
grimage holidays, also is celebrated as the
date on which God gave the Law to
Moses and all of the Hebrew people gath-
ered at Sinai. According to tradition, the
content of these writings existed before
the world was created, but it was only
given to the Hebrews at that time.

The covenant that was entered into
between God and Abraham occurred
much earlier, but the laws and structure of
the nation that was to follow really only
came into being with the giving of the law
at Sinai. 

During the 200-year sojourn in
Egypt, the Hebrews were governed in

their everyday secular life by the rulers of
that country. They had become residents
of that land with a small band reportedly
numbered at 70, and they left with Moses
with what one source estimates to be
2,500,000 with little or no communal
governing structure. They were in the
desert for three months before they
arrived in the wilderness of Sinai, and it
was there that they received the Law on
which to structure a nation.

The mystery to the world of our exis-
tence as a people and a nation for so many
centuries in spite of the unbelievable per-
secution and travails undoubtedly is tied
to this very foundation. It was and is our
moral, civil, and religious source. It is the
base document of our society and source
from which we seek commentary and
guidance in our task of trying to create a
better world.

What we have been bequeathed has
served us well. We need to strive to serve
the concepts equally well. 

“It is a tree of life to all who grasp it,
and whoever holds on to it is happy; its
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its
paths are peace.” —Proverbs 3:17-18
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The original cloud-based application

By Mitchell Kopelman

One of the simplest ways that Jews in
Georgia can support Jewish continuity and
Jewish education is by redirecting our
taxes through the ALEF Fund. The ALEF
Fund provides a means to
help the Jewish community
at virtually no cost—and
possible savings—to indi-
viduals and their families. 

So far, for 2013, tax-
payers have provided over
$1.25 million to the ALEF
Fund for scholarships to
students wanting to attend
Jewish pre-K, day, and
high schools.

The ALEF Fund is a
Student Scholarship
Organization (SSO) creat-
ed by the Jewish
Federation of Greater
Atlanta in 2008, after new
legislation allowed Georgia taxpayers to
redirect a portion of their Georgia income
tax and receive a dollar-for-dollar state tax
credit. The money is redistributed to the
SSO and then designated to assist students
in affording private school. 

Over the past six years, the ALEF
Fund has helped taxpayers redirect over $7
million to scholarships. Participating
schools are Congregation Beth Shalom—
Alefbet Pre-K, The Alfred and Adele Davis
Academy, The Epstein School,

Congregation Etz Chaim—Pre-K,
Katherine and Jacob Greenfield Hebrew
Academy, both MJCCA preschools,
Temima—The Richard and Jean Katz High
School for Girls, Temple Emanu-el Schiff
Pre-K, The Doris and Alex Weber Jewish

Community High School, and Yeshiva
Atlanta. 

There are some restrictions: 
• For the past two years, the state cap has
been reached for funds available to SSOs.
In 2011, state funds ran out in November;
in 2012, the cap was reached in mid-
August. This year, as the popularity of the
tax credit has grown, the cap may likely be
reached before June.
• A taxpayer is limited to the amount he or
she may redirect. A married couple, filing

jointly, may redirect up to $2,500; an indi-
vidual may redirect up to $1,000.
Corporations and non-grantor taxpaying
trusts can each claim a credit up to 75% of
their Georgia income tax liability. 
• A taxpayer must fill out the Georgia Form

IT-QEE-TP1. This simple
two-page form can be found
on the ALEF Fund website
(www.aleffund.org), or e-
mail AFeldman@jfga.org
for assistance. 

In addition to receiving a
dollar-for-dollar state tax
credit, you can deduct the
amount as a charitable
donation on your federal
income tax return. If you
are subject to Alternative
Minimum Tax (AMT), you
can actually save up to 29
percent by replacing your
state tax deduction with a
charitable deduction to the

ALEF Fund. To make things even better,
the ALEF Fund accepts credit cards. 

The ALEF Fund is a huge benefit to
families who wish to send their children to
Jewish schools. Time is of the essence;
contact the ALEF Fund now to ensure your
approval before the state cap is reached. 

For more information, contact
Mitchell Kopelman at mitchell.kopel-
man@hawcpa.com or ALEF Fund
Manager Allison Feldman at 678-222-
3739.

ALEF Fund helps students and taxpayers

Epstein parent and ALEF volunteer, Jeff Feldstein
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RAY ROTHMAN’S ROMANTIC REN-
DEZVOUS. The beautiful and delightful
Ray Alyssa Rothman organized a fabulous
40+ singles affair, hopefully the first of

many. The kick-
off event was a
rocking cocktail
party, at Jerry
Farber’s Side
Door nightclub
and the
L a n d m a r k
Diner, in
B u c k h e a d .
Over 100
Jewish singles
showed up,
some from as

far away as Greensboro, North Carolina.
The women were gorgeous, the men

dashing, the conversation stimulating, the
remarks brilliant, the repartee witty.

A great way to meet Mr. or Ms.
Right—or Mr. or Ms. Right Now.

One grateful guest told Ray, “You are a
rock star—businesswoman, mom, and
matchmaker. Wow.”

Another fan said, “Bless you for put-
ting these singles together.”

As the lovely and charming Marcia
Jaffe said, “Ray really has a vision and is
doing a community service.... We look for-
ward to widening the net and inviting some
of the nearby Southern neighbors.”

Even a married couple—Lisa and
Kenny Gordon—showed up. 

Ray says, “I put together two matches
in the past that resulted in marriages—but it
takes three, I am told, for an automatic tick-
et to heaven.”

After the party, guests were entertained
at Jerry’s club by the wonderful music and
singing of Johnny Porazzo and Howard
Shevitz.

Ray, a single mom with three young
kids, has been a real estate broker since the
late ‘80s. In 1995, she started her own com-
mercial real estate brokerage business,
Rothman & Associates, Inc. One of her

causes is fighting infertility through Seeds
of Hope, an Atlanta Jewish community
prayer and support group for people dealing
with infertility and pregnancy loss.

If you’d like to be notified of Ray’s
future singles events (the next is May 18),
contact her at rayrothman@aol.com or 404-
403-3690.

Ray Rothman and Jerry Farber

ROASTING JERRY FARBER. Comedian
Jerry Farber was roasted at his nightclub, in
The Landmark Diner, in honor of his 75th
birthday. The roast was extremely well
done—and so was Jerry, by the time a line-
up of friends got through with him.

The room was packed, and dozens had
to be turned away. We knew that if Jerry’s
doctors, lawyers, girlfriends, ex-wives, and
creditors all showed up, it’d be a sellout.

Leading off the evening was former
Atlanta Mayor Sam Massell, now head of

the Buckhead
Coalition, who
brought along
his lovely and
t a l e n t e d
d a u g h t e r ,
singer and
e n t e r t a i n e r
M e l a n i e
Massell.

S a m
began by
admitting he
had been
tricked into

being there. His secretary told him, “J.F. the
comedian is on the phone,” and Sam
thought it was Jeff Foxworthy. 

“We’ve all heard it’s hard to define
pornography,” said Sam, “but we know it

when we see it.... With Farber, it’s hard to
define his comedy, but if he ever does any,
we’ll know it.... We know a lot of the same
women...and he can promise them twice as
much as I can give them....”

Sam was followed by his cousin, phi-
lanthropist and real estate entrepreneur
Steve Selig, who observed, “It would not be
an exaggeration to say Jerry has a dynamic
and exciting personality—it would be an
outright lie.”

Journalist Art Harris thanked Jerry for
being such a wonderful mentor and influ-
ence for his older son, Josh, also a budding
comic: “Josh was in his third year of Emory
Law school when Jerry convinced him to
drop out and become a standup comedian....
But I’m very grateful to Jerry.... Last year
Josh made $800, moved back in with his
mother, and got his car re-possessed.... But
Jerry has been teaching my son to appreci-
ate the environment.... They both take
MARTA....”

And Josh Harris himself noted that,
even at 75, Jerry is hard to keep up with
when he’s in a party mode. “I once tried to
cut Jerry off after 12 shots, when he got
rowdy and made a fool of himself, trying to
dance with all the young girls. I said, ‘Come
on, Jerry, don’t you think you’ve had
enough?’ ‘Naw, lemme have my funh,’ he
slurred. ‘We’re at the club.’ ‘Maybe so,
Jerry,’ I replied, ‘but this is Sam’s Club!’”

Jerry’s 13-year-old son, Josh, was a
huge hit, doing a great imitation of his dad,
but, unlike Jerry, he actually got some
laughs.

Yours truly also spent some time on
stage, but having to follow so many good
performers, we knew how Elizabeth
Taylor’s eighth husband must have felt on
their honeymoon. We knew what we were
supposed to do, we just didn’t know if we
could make it entertaining.

We had the great pleasure of interview-
ing Jerry’s gorgeous and talented “ex-
wives,” played hilariously by WSB-TV’s
Elizabeth Azar and animal rescuers
Elizabeth Gambill-Niksich and Danae
Taylor.

Even Jerry’s alleged current girlfriend,
the adorable Kristi Leigh Snyder, had a few
words to say, mainly complaining about
their love life: “Lemme put it this way. Last
time Jerry had a sparkle in his eye, there
was a short circuit in the electric blanket....
I call his water bed ‘The Dead Sea’.... I do
love going out with Jerry, though. He
knows everybody—everywhere we go,
dozens of people come over to say hello—
and ask when Jerry can pay back the money
he owes them.”

Other great roasters included comedi-
enne Chesta Drake, Punchline comedy club
owner Jamie Bendel, Dr. Stanley Winokur,
attorneys Bobby Ezor and Seth
Kirschenbaum, and photographer Chip
Simone, all of whom we advise to keep
their day jobs.

One thing’s for sure—Jerry has tons of
friends. He’s even got friends he hasn’t used
yet.

He is truly the Captain of the Carnival
Cruise Line of Comedy, and we wish our
Stud Muffin of Mirth many happy returns.

Jerry Farber

GIL HOLZER’S JOURNEY TO OUR
CITY. Attorney Gilbert Holzer’s long and
winding road to Atlanta had many twists
and turns and is an amazing story.

He is the only child of Holocaust sur-
vivors, his parents being the only members
of their families who survived, spending the
war in hiding in Poland with false
“Christian” papers and identity.

After the war, they somehow made
their way to a displaced persons (DP) camp
in Bad Hofgastein, Austria, where Gil was
born, in September of 1946. Three years
later, they moved to Israel, where, Gil says,
there were “daily border skirmishes with
Arab intruders.”

In 1952, the family moved to Montreal,
Canada, where Gil grew up. There he met
his first wife, Karin (now deceased), whose
mother and maternal grandfather also sur-
vived the Holocaust in Europe.

Remarkably, her grandfather, Dr.
Friedrich Reichmann, moved back to
Germany several years later. He was instru-
mental in rebuilding the local synagogue
and Jewish community in Wiesbaden, near
Frankfurt. Upon his death in 1966, Dr.
Reichmann was honored by the German
government for this role.

Karin and Gil had four children, three
of whom were born in Montreal. The
youngest was born in Atlanta, where the
family moved in 1978. Gil remarried in
2003, to the lovely Gail Halpern.

We saw Gil recently at a birthday party
and enjoyed conversing with him in French
and German, which he speaks well.

Gil is a senior partner with the law firm
Holzer Holzer & Fistel, LLC, which he co-
founded with his son Corey. He specializes
in representing investors victimized by
securities fraud and other corporate corrup-
tion.

The successful and prosperous lawyer
has come a long way from that DP camp in
Austria, but he’s never forgotten his roots.

JOEL COHEN. We lost a good friend and a
great man when Joel Cohen passed away
recently.

Joel was an AEPi at UGA, where he
was affectionately known by the nickname
“Most,” which he earned every minute with
his generous, warm personality.

Joel was a top exec with the hugely
successful Queen Carpet of Dalton,
which his family sold for a small fortune.

His 4th of July parties at his Peachtree

Reg
Regenstein

BY

What’s
HAPPENING

See HAPPENING, page 6Ray Rothman and Bobi Dimond

Sam Massell
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Road condo were packed with friends,
enjoying food and the fireworks visible
from Lenox Square.

Stan Greenspun, a friend of over 50
years, who came in from Sunset Beach,
North Carolina, for the funeral, said that
Joel’s “incredible memory, the ability to
remember and stay in touch with everyone
he knew over 40 to 50 years, and his
remarkable business and people skills”
were largely responsible for the success of
his carpet business.

Cary Rosenthal, who called Joel his
“closest friend in the whole world,” says he
was “the most unforgettable, most loveable
character one could ever meet—with the
emphasis on character.”

In his eulogy, Cary movingly recalled
their school days, over sixty years ago:
“Early September, 1951... Montauk Jr. High
School... Borough Park, Brooklyn.... My
first day of 7th grade, and who was seated

next to me, my
new best friend,
Joel Cohen.

“It didn’t take
long for us to
determine that nei-
ther of us was
headed for
Harvard…. It did-

n’t take long for us
to discover that we
wouldn’t be bring-

ing home trophies for athleticism.... But, we
did discover something that we could be
champions at—eating.

And eat we did, every school day for
three years.... Typically, it would be a foot-
long baloney sandwich from Tony’s Italian
Grocery…then across the street to Tusha’s
bakery for a slice or two of pizza.... If that
was not enough, we added a pretzel from
the old vendor outside the school yard….
Joel loved food.”

Our condolences to his devoted wife of
45 years, Sheila, and his kids and grand-
kids, all of whom, along with his countless
friends, will miss him immensely. As Cary
noted, “More than anything else, Joel loved
his family very, very much.”

We will always remember Joel’s kind-
ness, wit, and generosity.

So long, Joel. You’ve been a great
friend to so many. Till we meet again . . .

GREAT NEW INDIAN RESTAURANT IN
BUCKHEAD. Aaron and Archna Becker
have started a great new eatery in

Buckhead, Bhojanic, at the Shops Around
Lenox (404-841-8472). Their acclaimed
restaurant of the same name, at 1363
Clairmont Road, Decatur (404-633-9233),
has been named Atlanta’s Best Indian
Restaurant five times by Creative Loafing.

Both Bhojanics specialize in the
authentic cuisine of Northern India, using
fresh food, real spices, healthy ingredients,
and delicious flavors.

If you have trouble choosing from
among all the intriguing dishes on the
menu, get a bunch and take the leftovers
home. The flavors are so wonderful, they’re
just as good the next day.

BREMAN JEWISH HOME GALA. Mark
your calendars, because events planner
Martha Jo Katz tells us exclusively that The
William Breman Jewish Home Gala will be
held November 9, at the InterContinental
Buckhead.

This year’s event will honor the 20 past
presidents of the Auxiliary. Proceeds will
help fund The Home’s programs and main-
tenance.

The theme of the gala is “Enchanted
Garden.” Co-chairs are MJ, Ava Wilensky,
and Miriam Hirsch. The entertainment
promises to be fabulous, with lovely and
enchanting CNN anchor/reporter Holly
Firfer emceeing. John Gibson, author and
producer of the long-running, hugely suc-
cessful play Peachtree Battle, is producing
a special added treat, At Home on Howell
Mill, which is sure to be a big hit with the
audience.

Stay tuned—more exciting details in
our next column.

Meanwhile, for sponsorship opportuni-
ties, contact Carole Shovers at 404-751-
2269.

Martha Jo Katz (from left), Miriam
Hirsch and Ava Wilensky (Photo:
David Selby)

JOEL GLAZER’S EXCITING INVEN-
TION. Joel Glazer has come up with an
amazing new product—Candy Grip, a real-
ly cool and unique “grip tape” for skate-
boards and longboards that skaters are lov-
ing.

As Joel told us exclusively, this is “the
most revolutionary grip tape in the world of
skating. Candy Grip is the world’s first
color changing grip tape. The colors change

based on the intensity of the daylight and
angle. Nothing like this exists, and it’s
already taking the industry by storm.”

The first such product of its kind, it
comes in such provocative colors as straw-
berry lightning (red to gold) and raspberry
thunder (purple to blue).

Joel has started a business, Candy
Grip, of which he is CEO, to promote and
sell the durable and waterproof tape. Check
it out at www.candygrip.com.

The entrepreneur, who went to Pope
High School in Marietta and did web design
at Emory, is the son of Gayle and Dan
Glazer.

The story of this invention reminds us
of a tale Ted Turner used to tell, of when he
was in prep school and was caught after
hours reading in bed. “Who’s responsible
for that light being on?” asked the monitor.
“And Ted replied, “Thomas Edison, sir.”

Inventor Joel Glazer

SPRING ADVICE FROM DR. AMY. We
recently received yoga instructor Dr. Amy
Josephson’s spring newsletter, which
includes this great advice:

“It is officially the end of winter and
the start of spring. Time for all things to
begin to blossom and grow, including you.

This month, try
to expand your
horizons and do
things that are
not in your nor-
mal routine.
Read new books
or hike on a trail
you’ve never
been on. Don’t
leave another

door shut just
because you didn’t
turn the knob.

Once you open yourself up to new aspects
in life, the flowers won’t be alone in bloom-
ing beautifully this spring.”

Mention her newsletter to receive $25
off of your next yoga or life coaching ses-
sion with Dr. Amy J. You can contact her at
positiveenergy4life@gmail.com.

From page 5

Happening

Sheila and Joel Cohen

Cary Rosenthal

Dr. Amy Josephson
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The Alliance Theater’s recent produc-
tion of The Whipping Man, timed to coin-
cide with Passover, reminded us of the fate
that African Americans shared with our bib-
lical ancestors. We speak of the parallel
experience annually around the Seder table,
but I wonder how many of us think of it in
between. And even if we do, are we truly
conscious of what it means to be enslaved
or to be newly freed? I maintain that we
should be. 

In a way, our ancestors endured a form
of slavery almost everywhere that they
lived since Rome expelled them from
Jerusalem in 70 CE. They survived as virtu-
al slaves of those who ruled the countries in
which they were permitted to live, until
Napoleon initiated their emancipation
throughout Western Europe in the early
nineteenth century. Before that, only in

America could Jews be citizens, legally
equal to the white majority, and even here
that equality was limited by a set of unwrit-
ten rules that prevented equal opportunity
as promised by law. Only now are we see-
ing an end to it here.

We call that Jim Crow when applied to
African Americans. Regardless of what we
call it when applied to ourselves, European
history bears out the fact that Jews suffered
from it there, albeit not in all countries at all
times or to the same degree. My point is
that those of us who so decried Jim Crow
when it targeted African Americans—and
pride ourselves on our part in abolishing
it—should be the first to protest when we
see it perpetrated by Jews upon other Jews.

Yes, I mean the discrimination against
women in Israel. Other restrictions imposed
by a small minority of Israelis on the vast
majority of their fellow citizens are equally
reprehensible—overwhelming, in fact—but
let’s leave them aside for the moment. It’s
the current news about women at the
Western Wall that most raises my hackles at
present. It isn’t the only example of Jim
Crow in Israel, but it’s the one at the top of
my agenda today.

For almost 2,000 years, Jewish men
and women prayed together at the Western
Wall. After Israel regained control of
Jerusalem’s Jewish Quarter in the Six Day
War, the Ministry of Religious Affairs—
then as now dominated by ultra-Orthodox
political parties—divided access to it into
separate sections, segregating women in a
smaller space as in Orthodox synagogues. I
personally felt the sting of this when on a
family visit there in 1987, grandson Lee
Blumberg wanted a second bar mitzvah at
the Wall, and I couldn’t get close enough to
hear him read from the Torah or receive
blessings. Isn’t that something like having
to sit in the top balcony in a theater?

The group of Israeli women known as
Women of the Wall, observant members of
the Conservative and Reform congrega-
tions who regularly seek to pray there, have
defied the law by also trying to read from
the Torah or for wearing prayer shawls and
other religious apparel. Many were arrest-
ed, including their leader, Anat Hoffman.
When the police asked the women which
one was Hoffman, all of them replied, “I am
Anat Hoffman.”

The women’s latest “offense” was
singing psalms as part of their worship. The
sound of their voices could be heard in the
men’s section across the divide, another
prohibition according to the ultra-Orthodox

law. I first learned about that when, as a
guest for Shabbat dinner at the home of a
Chabad rabbi in Madrid, I was forewarned
by my host that women must not speak
aloud or sing. The Solomonic decision con-
cerning the Women of the Wall was to offer
them a place of their own at the southern-
most corner of the Wall, sufficiently far
from the men so as not to distract them.

Magnanimously, the alternative pro-
vided even more space than that occupied
by the men. But it isn’t really a part of the
Wall. It has no sacred memory attached to
it, no history meaningful to the Jewish
People. Known as Robinson’s Arch, the
area is an archaeological site extending
from the wall, believed to have been part of
a bridge between the Temple Mount and the
affluent residential section of ancient
Jerusalem on the neighboring hill. It prom-
ises to be more commodious and easier to
access. More than equal. But still separate.

Israelis are not reluctant to challenge
such inequities by legal means. This gives
reason for hope, although so far their gains
have been minimal. Meanwhile, all that we
who love Israel, but live and vote else-
where, can do is to cheer them on, reassured
by the memory of our own court’s decision
that “separate” is never “equal.” And ever
mindful that Jim Crow is evil, no matter
whom it affects.

Our own Jim Crow

Janice Rothschild
Blumberg

BY

By Jerry Farber

I want to thank our publisher, Marvin
Botnick, for asking me to write a column
for The Jewish Georgian. 

He offered to pay me what I was worth,
but I said I wouldn’t work that cheap. So I
agreed to do it for free and to compensate
the JG for any advertisers who get scared
off.

The JG is a great institution...but most
people who are in institutions are trying to
get out.

My regular occupation is comedy, but I
do have long experience in journalism. I
was sports editor for my high school news-
paper, in Greensboro, in the 8th grade, but
my dad advised me that I could make more
money delivering newspapers. 

And so, for a while, I delivered The
Greensboro Daily News and Record, four
days a week, and met some very nice peo-
ple on my route. Yes, it was a daily paper,
but if the weather was bad, I stayed home.
Once it rained four days in a row, and
nobody got a paper. But no one minded,
because the editorials were so bad.

The first time I got in bad trouble was
in the 8th grade, when I saw two dogs mat-
ing on my front lawn. I asked my mom
what they were doing, and she said, “danc-
ing.” A few weeks later, I got kicked out of
the junior prom.

Later, I attended The University of
North Carolina, yet never graduated—but I
was at the top of the list of those who failed.

In 1960, I moved to Atlanta to make

my mark and have never regretted it. In
1982, I opened my first comedy club, on
Pharr Road in Buckhead, in partnership
with my friend
Mendel Romm.
Some of our most
successful enter-
tainers got their
starts performing
at the club, includ-
ing Jeff
Foxworthy, Brett
Butler, Richard
Jeni, and The
Indigo Girls.

Because of
breathing difficul-
ties I developed, I
banned all smok-
ing, and the club
became America’s
first non-smoking
nightclub.

After that,
people said it
wouldn’t last a
week. But we
showed ‘em....it
lasted about three
more weeks.
People like to say
that the club is now
gone but not for-
gotten...and that I’m forgotten but not gone.

Now I have a new comedy club, Jerry
Farber’s Side Door, beside Buckhead’s
Landmark Diner, on Roswell Road, owned

by my good friend and patron Tommy
Lambros. We do comedy, music, charity
events, roasts, improv, and amateur nights
on Wednesday. We are proud to feature
some great up-and-coming comics, who
will someday be just as big as the afore-
mentioned, including Josh Harris, Chetsa

Drake, and
Kristi Leigh
S n y d e r .
They are
t e r r i f i c .
Come see
for your-
self. Call
me for a
reservation
at 404-414-
6667.

Laughing is
really good
for you. My
philosophy
has always
been, If you
can make
just one
p e r s o n
laugh, cheer
up just one
member of
the audi-
ence—you
really need
to get
some bet-

ter material.
I have also believed in the maxim, “He

who laughs last is probably a little slower
than everyone else.”

One of my greatest accomplishments is
my comedy book, Sex, Wealth, and
Power—How to Live without Them: Jerry
Farber’s Favorite 400 Jokes. Actually, I am
most proud that I got my buddy Reg
Regenstein to write it for me and put my
name on it—someday I hope to get around
to reading it. It’s now in its third printing—
the first two were sort of blurred, so they
had to start over.

I never read reviews of the book. When
they’re bad, they depress me; and when
they’re good, they’re never good enough.

But my pride and joy in life is my 13-
year-old son, Joshua, a late-in-life blessing.
Since I was 63 when I fathered him with my
dear former wife Roberta Rochman, my
friends advised me to get a DNA test to
make sure he’s mine. Turns out, I am the
father—but now we’re not sure who the
mother is.

I just turned 75, and with average life
expectancy for a male in America being
about 76, I know I may not have much time
left. The other day, I was eating at the
Landmark Diner and had all these religious
books I was reading spread out on the table:
a Bible, a Talmud, Buddhist and Hindu holy
books, even a New Testament. When Teresa
Eddings, my most loyal comedy fan, asked
me what I was doing, I said, “cramming for
finals!”

I hope you’ve enjoyed my very first
column I’ve ever written for the JG. If not,
I’m sure you’ve read worse stuff in there.
Like Reg Regenstein’s dopey column. 

I’d like to end by thanking Atlanta for
being so good to me and to say to all my
friends here, I am grateful for your friend-
ship and wonder if anyone out there could
lend me a few hundred bucks.

My life and times

Jerry Farber
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This article is dedicated to my wife, Rita,
on the occasion of our 50th anniversary.
Her Hebraic knowledge, her work as a
school psychologist, and her love for and
nurturing of our children and me has made
our half century together most memorable
and joyful.

“The Jew denied his civil rights,”
wrote Oscar Strauss, in an Atlanta
Georgian newspaper article in 1911,
“despoiled of his property, scourged, mur-
dered has only been made stronger, purer,
longer lived. His enemies have trained him
for the battle of life and fitted him for suc-
cess wherever fate may place him.”
Strauss, a former cabinet member under
Teddy Roosevelt, had roots in Georgia dur-
ing the Civil War era.

In my ongoing studies of Atlanta
Jewry, I have been inspired by Professor
Mark Bauman, whom I met 33 years ago,
via articles we published in the same jour-
nal. Since then, I have marveled at the
manner in which he has constructed a solid,
systematic base for the study of Southern
Jewish history. There is a great deal we can
learn from his work, in terms of how the
Jews of the South were “fitted for success.”

—————

One individual who lived in Atlanta
almost all of his life and about whom we
have heard little was Colonel Harry
Silverman. Born in the 1880s, he fought in
the Spanish-American War, in which he
earned his first officer rank. Such war serv-
ice reflected the patriotism of Jews and
their earned right to citizenship and equali-
ty at a time of rising anti-Semitism. As an

active reservist in the Georgia National
Guard, Silverman rose to the rank of lieu-
tenant colonel. In 1911, Governor Hoke
Smith chose Silverman as one of his mili-
tary attaches and promoted him to full
colonel. Tracing Silverman’s life in Atlanta
provides a better picture of what it meant
for a Jewish activist to live in the Gate City
before the summer of 1913. 

In that year of the Frank tragedy’s out-
set, The Atlanta Georgian editorialized,
“Anti-Semitism has never flourished in
Atlanta and whatever may be the short-
comings of this city, an ungenerous hostili-
ty toward the chosen seed is not included
among the charges in the bill of indict-
ment.” The article ignored the social anti-
Semitism displayed by elite social clubs
that were now rejecting Jewish member-
ship, as well as recent local incidents of
anti-Semitism.

Colonel Harry Silverman did experi-
ence anti-Semitism, but he never gave up
on his projects for his fellow citizens.
During the Atlanta race riots in September
1906, he owned a restaurant called the
Etowah. As a part of the Second Georgia
Regiment, he was appointed to handle the
food the soldiers would need. The paper
noted in the midst of this crisis that the sol-
diers’ “physical collapse is from the long
and constant strain of ongoing duty.”

The Atlanta Constitution asked editori-
ally who could best answer the troops’
needs: “....upon Lt. Colonel Harry
Silverman fell the task of seeing that all of
the military men were properly fed.”
According to statistics in the newspapers,
700 hungry soldiers had to be provided
food daily.

“Considering the handicaps Colonel
Silverman encountered, he handled the
problem of refreshing the inner man
admirably.” How did he do it?

“The soldiers were assigned to the
eight leading restaurants that were open.
They were sent to eat squad-by-squad and
thus were properly fed.” 

The riots were a difficult time for the
city. There were “wild howls” by the mobs,

which broke up the services in Wesley
Church, located at the corner of Ivy and
Auburn streets. 

The militia had to escort the children
to school, until finally calm returned. In
addition, many homes and saloons were
burned to the ground.

In 1907, Silverman ran for city alder-
man. According to Steven Herzberg, histo-
rian of Atlanta Jewry before the 1915
lynching, “the call to ‘CLEAN OUT THE
DIVES’ was directly responsible for the
lop-sided defeat of Colonel Harry
Silverman.” 

Silverman had a liquor license and did
not operate a “dive,” but his establishment
was a saloon in the minds of Atlanta’s citi-
zenry. He lost the election, but not his
liquor license. In fact, the race riot was
associated with anti-alcohol sentiment,
partly aimed against Jewish liquor con-
cerns in the Decatur Street area.

Silverman never gave up. Here’s what
he did in the community: He judged the
annual regiment shooting contest and,
because of his rank, awarded medals to
200-yard and 500-yard winners. He hosted
Dutch dinners at his restaurant for the lead-
ing figures in Atlanta. He was actively
involved with the group that tried to get
Clark Howell nominated as a candidate for
governor. He held the violin recital of
Herbert Dittler in his home, attended by the
Alex Dittlers, Rabbi Marx, and other mem-
bers of The Temple.

The area around his restaurant, at the
corner of Alabama and Whitehall, came to
be known as “Silverman’s Corner,” until he
sold the Etowah to go into another busi-
ness. Among his cultural endeavors,
Silverman was a member of the Jewish
Publication Society, from 1910-1917.

He gave many Atlanta Jews their start,
because he was friendly with so many peo-
ple. The Silverman name carried a lot of
weight in the city, until the accusations
against Leo Frank.

—————

In this same era, 1907-1913, Ahavath
Achim marked its 20th and 25th anniver-
saries; the congregation grew considerably,
building upon this first description of its
membership in the 1880s:

“There is in Atlanta a community of
Israelites, principally from Russia and
Poland, who do not subscribe to the
reformed or American ritual, and one fol-
lowed by The Temple...and who will have
services of their own, conducted after the
old orthodox ritual, as followed by them in
Europe..... There are many of these people
who are thorough in Hebrew lore, and they
will see to it that all ceremonies are closely
observed.... They eschew instrumental
music in their services.”

This quote, from The Atlanta
Constitution, in 1886, initiates my tribute
to the Ahavath Achim congregation on its
125th anniversary. I have had the privilege

of knowing three of the congregation’s dis-
tinguished rabbis and one of the interim
rabbis. Two of the congregation’s cantors
were good friends of my parents. I also lis-
tened to some of the teachings of a great
Hebrew educator at the synagogue.

The congregation’s first synagogue, an
onion-domed brick building, was referred
to by The Atlanta Constitution and other
papers as the “Gilmer Street Synagogue,”
due to its location at Piedmont and Gilmer
streets. A spiritual leader in the first decade
of the twentieth century was Brachya
Mayerowitz, who spoke English fluently.
He gave all his sermons in English and had
quite an impact on the youth. The newspa-
per noted that he “was an individual fully
imbued with the spirit of liberty.”

Two rabbis later, Rabbi Julius M.
Levin came to the AA and received a 5-
year contract because he was a spiritual
leader of stature. Levin came to America as
a young man with semicha from a Russian
yeshiva. He held pulpits in Fall River,
Massachusetts; Bayonne and Jersey City,
New Jersey; and Wilkes-Barre,
Pennsylvania. He spoke Yiddish, Hebrew,
and English. His sermons were so good that
a publisher issued a collection in 1906.
Another collection of his sermons appeared
after he left AA. One was drawn to Levin
because of his vibrant personality, because
he was a devoted Zionist, and because he
wrote a sermon about the Titanic, focusing
on Ida and Isidore Strauss.

He also provided assistance to the
early Sephardim in the city. I recall a pic-
ture in which Levin officiated at the first
wedding of Sephardic Jews in Atlanta. 

When he arrived for Rosh Hashanah in
1907, he was under considerable pressure.
The Temple was the well established and
prestigious religious institution. Rabbi
Marx’s articles appeared in The Atlanta
Constitution regularly. A new Conservative
congregation, Beth Israel, drew members
from the AA. That synagogue’s first rabbi,
Julius T. Loeb, was debonair, with a won-
derful knowledge of English, Yiddish, and
Hebrew. 

Levin had the advantage in one area,
and that is why AA hired him. He was an
expert in Halacha. He could easily pasken
shayles (answer the tough religious ques-
tions) and oversee the preparation of gitten
(Jewish divorces). He was a real Orthodox
rabbi, and that is what the board and the
members wanted.

In his five years in Atlanta, he gave
over 200 sermons. Some were repeats from
Wilkes-Barre, but they were good. The
local newspapers wrote about his talk on
Shmuel Salant, the chief rabbi of
Jerusalem, who had just died. Most people
had no idea who Salant was, but after
Levin’s address, they all recognized the
greatness of this outstanding spiritual fig-
ure in the Holy Land.

Ahavat Zion, an early Atlanta Zionist
organization, consisted mostly of members
from the AA. Some active participants who

A perspective on Atlanta Jewry—the years preceding the Leo Frank tragedy, Part I

Dr. David
Geffen

BY



As the days grow warmer, campers’
thoughts turn to summer and the incredible
adventures in store at Camp Living Wonders
(CLW). Camp Living Wonders offers a safe,
loving overnight camp experience for Jewish
children ages 8-17 with development disabil-
ities, regardless of
affiliation or back-
ground. The camp runs
July 4-14 at the Athens
YWCO Camp in
Clarkesville, Georgia,
about 80 miles from
Atlanta. Staff mem-
bers, many with
degrees in special edu-
cation and psycholog,
have been training and preparing throughout
the winter. Noah Pawliger, a long-time
camping professional, and his wife, Chanie
Pawliger, a special-education consultant, are
co-directors.

CLW offers summer-camp activities
like overnights, lake swims, sports and
campfires, all within a vibrant Jewish con-

text. Campers grow
vegetables in
the camp
g a r d e n ,
c o o k
them and

bless the food they’ve grown and prepared.
Many who have never been away return
home with new skills and new accomplish-
ments. Campers forge valuable friendships
that continue long after camp is over for the
season. This is especially important for chil-
dren who may have never had a play date or
a sleepover, or who may have been shunned

at home due to
their disabil-

ity.

T h e
mom of a

camper from last summer was typical of
many when she said that her daughter could
not stop talking about camp and can’t wait to
go back this summer. “She came home with
a surge of independence, a love of nature, a
willingness to try new things, and an overall
much-improved self-esteem.”

In late June, the CLW staff will partici-

pate in training created by the Special
Education Department of Nova Southeast
University in conjunction with other special-
ists. CLW is also planning to host a training
summit to showcase best practices in inclu-
sion, experiential Jewish education, and to

help staff from other
camps and commu-
nity programs learn
more about meeting
the needs of campers
with developmental
disabilities. 

Camp Living
Wonders is a
camper-based resi-

dential summer camp for children with high-
functioning cognitive and developmental dis-
abilities including but not limited to autism,
ASD, PDD, Asperger’s Syndrome and
Fragile X Syndrome. To learn more about
camper and staff opportunities, visit
CampLivingWonders.org or call (404) 358-
5098.
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might be familiar to Jewish Georgian read-
ers were Rev. P.S. Shalom Clein, L.J.
Levitas, Joel Dorfan, and Jacob Buchman.
For Herzl’s 8th Yahrzeit, in 1912, a meet-
ing was convened at which Levin spoke.
People still recalled Herzl, but after the
rabbi spoke, they wept. In 1913, at the
Gilmer Street shul, DOZ (Daughters of
Zion) was reborn and remained in exis-
tence for many years. My cousin, Esther
Lewyn, served as the group’s advisor in the
‘50s and ‘60s.

Let us return to the Titanic for a
moment. In the spring of 1912, Rabbi
Alexander Kleinfeld filled the Beth Israel
pulpit; Rabbi David Marx was at The
Temple; my grandfather, Rabbi Tobias
Geffen, was at Shearith Israel; and Levin
was at the AA. Since all the Christian pas-
tors gave sermons on this great disaster, we
would assume that all the rabbis did as
well. The only sermon that we can still read
is by Levin, since he placed it in a book of
sermons he published after he left Atlanta.
In the book, the sermon is in Hebrew, but
he probably presented it in Yiddish.

When I wrote about “American Jewry
and the Titanic,” in April 2012, in The

Jerusalem Post, I cited Levin’s sermon.
People were amazed that an Atlanta rabbi
would address this topic. Hopefully, his
derasha will be translated into English so
all can learn from it.

Under Levin, AA grew. An active
Hebrew school existed. The press and pub-
lic stopped calling it “The Gilmer Street
shul” and started referring to it by its actu-
al name. 

After Levin left at the beginning of
1913, AA hired Rabbi Hyman Yood, who
was a stormy petrel, and his rabbinate
should be studied to discover details a cen-
tury later. His father was Rabbi Abraham
Yudelevich, a great Talmud scholar in New
Jersey, who wrote a number of important
Halachic works before and right after
World War I. Yood changed his name in
England, before he came to the AA, and is
buried in a New York cemetery. His tomb-
stone can be viewed on the Internet.

—————

The two rabbis from this period who
spent the most time in Atlanta were Marx
and Geffen. Marx was a Southern boy, born

and bred in New Orleans. Geffen was a
Kovno, Lithuania, boy, musmach (graduate
with rabbinic ordination) of Slobodka
Yeshiva, an “Ivy League” yeshiva, who
brought his small family to the U.S. in
1903. 

Marx was a very devoted reformer
who brought The Temple membership what
it wanted—Jewish identity with no ritual
requirements. 

When Geffen came to Shearith Israel,
in 1910, the synagogue was a breakaway
from the AA, with the poorest and less
acculturated members. He was well quali-
fied, meeting the congregation’s desire for
“a rabbi who has the highest type of ordi-
nation and whose sermons will touch the
hearts of the members.” (Lines from the ad
that encouraged him to apply.) Geffen also
had the expertise to oversee the preparation
of gitten, but when he reached Shearith
Israel, he did not write a get until he dis-
cussed it with Levin, the senior rabbi in the
community.

The Temple, then as it is today, was a
thriving institution. Among the members
were some of the wealthiest people in
Atlanta. Then, The Temple was on Pryor

Street. In 1931, it moved to Peachtree Road
and has been there ever since. 

Geffen’s contract, at $50 a month, was
signed by Jacob Buchman, president, who
had just returned from a trip to Palestine;
Rafael Massell, board member, whose fam-
ily became quite well known, even produc-
ing a mayor; and David Hadas, the most
learned synagogue member. Two Hadas
sons went on to impressive careers: Moses
Hadas, who attended Emory with Joel
Geffen, became a professor of Greek and
Latin at Columbia University, and Gershon
Hadas, who was ordained at Jewish
Theological Seminary of America, served
as a rabbi in Kansas City, Missouri, for 35
years. 

Geffen believed that one of his most
important tasks was to teach. On January 1,
1911, after the welcoming party in his
honor at the synagogue on Hunter Street,
he taught a blatt gemara (a page of talmud)
from the shas, the Babylonian Talmud, and
he continued that into the late 1960s.

Look for Part II of this story in the July-
August issue of The Jewish Georgian.

Overnight camping for Jewish children with special needs

Co-director Chanie Pawliger with camper
from New York

Counselor Ariel Khandadash with Atlanta
camper Chai Davis 

Camper Brian Mitchell from California with
counselor David Geller
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For many childless American cou-
ples, international adoption is a way to
complete their family. As with any inter-
national adoption, Russian adoptions
involve complex procedures and docu-
ments, as well as court appearances before
the process is finalized. It is estimated that
there are 600,000 Russian children living
without parents today, and 130,000 being
cared for in orphanages.

Russian adoptions drew international
attention this past winter when President
Putin signed a law forbidding the adoption
of Russian orphans by U.S. citizens. This
was in retaliation for the U.S.
government’s action branding
Russians who were singled out as
human rights violators. The
result was a massive street
demonstration in Moscow, with
some 24,000 people protesting
the Soviets’ action.

At the time, there were 50
Russian children, in various
stages of the adoption process,
whose fates were undecided. The
Kremlin agreed to let these adop-
tions go through, but forbade any
further ones after January 2013.
Later, the government relented
and extended the adoption pro-
gram through the end of 2013.
This has not put the matter to rest
however.

During this difficult time,

Atlantans Mark and Julie Arnold recalled
their own experiences in adopting a
Russian boy and girl, a process that start-
ed in 1997. From the beginning, the
Arnolds considered adopting just Russian
children, because Mark had relatives in
Russia and felt a strong connection to the
country. Having family to support them
during their stays in Russia was a real
comfort.

The Arnolds first adopted a 13-
month-old boy from an orphanage in
Yekaterinburg. Before going there, they
consulted with Jewish Family & Career
Services, which was very helpful in find-
ing an adoption agency that was honest
and could properly deal with the intrica-
cies of foreign adoption. There was much
documentation required, including an
FBI background check and verification
that the Arnolds had the resources to support and care for a child.

During the court procedure, Mark and
Julie stayed in a Moscow apartment
owned by an Atlanta friend. They toured
the orphanage where their new son, Jack,
lived and found the staff to be most atten-
tive and caring. They stayed near the
orphanage for several weeks, so they and
Jack could get acquainted. The facilities
and care in Russian orphanages vary,
depending on where they are located. The
ones in the larger cities usually have the
better facilities and finances, while the
ones in smaller towns often make do with
less and receive material help from their
own staffs.

In 2000, the Arnolds went back to
Russia to adopt an infant daughter. Eva
was eight months old when the Arnolds
first saw her; it took two months to com-
plete her adoption. The process necessitat-
ed two trips to Russia before little Eva

was brought home. The
Arnolds relied on their
Russian relatives who,
again, provided an enthu-
siastic support system
during their stays in
Russia.

Today Jack and Eva are
typical American
teenagers, with no recol-
lection of their time
Russia. Jack celebrated
his bar mitzvah after he
turned 13 and has been
active at AA Synagogue.
A sophomore at Grady
High School, he has a
keen interest in social
studies and is a member of
the school’s nationally
ranked debating team. He

enjoys studying American history, French,
and Latin. At age 14, he traveled to China
and paid for half the trip with his bar mitz-
vah money.

Eva is a beautiful, dark-haired 7th
grader at Inman Middle School. She’s a
member of the neighborhood basketball
team and pitches on a local softball team.
She also enjoys photography. Eva is a
member of the Beta Club. She celebrated
her bat mitzvah at Congregation Shearith
Israel.

With today’s tumultuous foreign rela-
tions, Mark and Julie Arnold say they
were very fortunate to have a relatively
easy adoption experience.

Were Jack and Eva worth all the
stress, travel, and anxiety-producing time
in the Russian courts? What a foolish
question. All you have to do is look at
these two wonderful kids, and the answer
is obvious.

During the last 65 years, meter for meter,
person for person, no other nation has done
more for the betterment of the health, eco-
nomic, and technological advancement of
the world population than Israel. It is a
story, although critically important, that is
not heralded and largely remains unknown.
We plan to present some of these unbeliev-
able accomplishments in an attempt to dis-
seminate the heart and soul of what and
who Israel really is.

ISRAEL TECHNOLOGY HELPS SOLVE
BOSTON MARATHON BOMBING.
BriefCam Ltd.’s patented Video Synopsis
image-processing technology was a key
element in the quick identification of the
Boston Marathon bombers. The company,
which is based in Neve Ilan, Israel, is pri-
vately owned.

Immediately after the bombing, videos

of the scene from store-owned security
cameras, city-owned surveillance cameras
in the area, and cellphone footage were
brought in for analysis. The normal proce-
dure would have been to have individuals
view the different tapes covering the time
sequence of the event. This would be a slow
process and would depend on reviewers
trying to identify some clues as to what
happened, the people in the area, and any
sights that would be suspicious.

Instead of having to review an hour’s
worth of these images, BriefCam’s technol-
ogy allowed the investigators to summarize
this data into only one minute. The system
allows the operators to identify an area of
interest in the footage and sequence any
changes of interest. In this case, they were
able to isolate the pictures of the backpacks
that were brought into the identified area
and left there.

The combination of the high-tech skills

and the need for security systems in Israel
resulting from decades of terrorist activities
has produced a product that is helping to
combat terrorism all over the world.

ISRAELI COMPANY DEVELOPES NEW
INOCULATION FOR HEPATITIS B.
According to an article in Israel 21.c, hepa-
titis B “is still a major global health prob-
lem causing 1.2 million deaths ever year
from liver disease,” and is “100 times more
infectious that AIDS-causing HIV.” To
address this problem, two Israeli physicians
at the Wiezmann Institute of Science have
developed a more effective drug, Sci-B-
Vac, which is produced by SciGen Israel,
Ltd.

This vaccine is the only commercially
available drug. It has been administered to
almost every Israeli newborn since 2005,
and it is reported to have made a significant
contribution to reducing the incidence of
hepatitis B in Israel. Presently, it is
approved for use in Hong Kong,
Philippines, India, Vietnam, Georgia, and
Central Africa, and it is expected that in the

near future it will receive approval for use
in the United States and other countries.

ISRAELIS IDENTIFY GENE RESPONSI-
BELE FOR LIVER DISEASE. After many
years of research and investigation, a team
of medical researchers from Hadassah
University Hospital in Jerusalem has identi-
fied the gene that causes liver disease. 

Dr. Rifaat Safadi, an Arab-Israeli
physician who heads the Liver Unit at the
hospital, worked with his team to discover
that Neuroligin 4 is the gene responsible for
liver disease. According to Dr. Safadi,
“everyone has this gene, and in a healthy
person, the gene can help repair tissues.”
Dr. Safadi goes on to explain that “the prob-
lem comes when it is adversely affected by
alcohol, over-eating, or other health-related
problems that can result in the gene work-
ing to enhance the liver disease.”

Now that they have made this identity,
they will now be able to work on discover-
ing a drug to treat the advanced phases of
liver disease. 

YOU NEED TO KNOW...

Atlanta couple chooses Russian children

Leon
Socol

BY

The Arnolds: Jack, Julie, Eva, and Mark taken at Evaʼs
Bat Mitzvah

Eva and Jack Arnold explore a North Georgia
mountain stream
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Best 

Breakfast in

Town

Atlanta’sFinestDesserts

• Nova Lox & Bagel

• Fresh Brisket

• Corned Beef & Pastrami Reuben

• Homemade Short Ribs

• Old-Fashioned Stuffed Cabbage

• Where Traditional Matzo Ball Soup 
is Made Fresh Everyday

Open 24/7

3620 Roswell Road • Atlanta, GA

Call for Reservations

404-816-9090

Going Beyond Organic 
to bring balance and healing to agriculture 

from large farms to backyard gardens.

Farmer D Organics 
Biodynamic Blend Compost, Planting Mix, 

Raised Beds & much more.
Now available at Whole Foods Market, Williams-Sonoma & other 

garden centers.

Visit the Farmer D Organics Garden Center 
2154 Briarcliff Rd. Atlanta, GA 30329

www.FarmerD.com
info@FarmerD.com

Creators of farms & products - for the earth & its people
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KATZ FAMILY

OIL CHANGE & TIRE ROTATION   
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f)

$999

TOTAL CAR CARE! 
TOTAL CUSTOMER CARE!

770-998-2974
770-425-5300

770-461-7731

404-876-5879 770-952-0151 770-509-1838

6 Convenient Locations

State-Certified Emission Station
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99$9

OIL CHANGE & 
404-876-5879
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770-952-0151
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770-509-1838

 

Mazel Tov To  

The Epstein Difference 
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The Katherine and Jacob Greenfield
Hebrew Academy opened its one-day
Matzoh Factory this year, and much to
everyone’s delight, even the very youngest
students participated.

The K’far (Infant and Toddler Village),
which accepts children as young as six
weeks old and up to age three, was the first
group to make matzoh. 

“One of the wonderful things about our
Infant and Toddler Village at GHA,”
explained Morah Sharona Asherian, “is that
the little ones get to interact with, observe,
and participate in the activities of the bigger
kids, just as they would if they were at
home with a family.”

Matzoh Factory leaders Shmulik
Lokshin and Srolik Neuwirth lowered
tables to the floor to help their little workers
function more efficiently.

“I loved the enthusiasm of these young
men,” said Morah Elisheva Johns, “as well
as their patience when waiting for a volun-

teer or an answer from our little two- and
three-year-olds.” 

The children added water to flour,
mixed, and rolled the dough with flat and
spiked rollers, assisted and encouraged by
teachers as well as Mr. Lokshin and Mr.
Neuwirth. Then they lifted their flattened
matzoh on large sticks, and Mr. Neuwirth
slipped them into the oven. 

“We make challah together every
week, so this gives our kids a chance to
really experience the difference between
chametz and matzoh in a sensory way,” said
Morah Sharona. “The feel of the flour
between their fingers and the stickiness of
the dough are the same; we’re repeating a
comfortable and familiar activity. This
allows us to highlight the difference in the
outcome, crunchy matzoh instead of soft
and chewy challah. At this age, they need to
touch things to understand what they’re
about and to taste them. The experience of
baking matzoh really demonstrates how
Pesach is ‘different from all other nights.’”

Later, the children discussed their
favorite parts of the matzoh baking. 

“I liked making the holes,” said Sari
Grant, age 3.

And what did they do with their very
own handmade matzoh when they brought
it home?

“I had jelly on mine,” remarked 2 1/2-
year-old Siena Joel.

Jonah Newman, 3, added, “My mom
couldn’t believe it!”

Littlest GHA students open Matzoh Factory

Jonah Newman and Srolik Neuwirth

Judah Katz

Teacher Sherry Chesler helps
Ryann Kraar roll out her matzoh.

Noah Kutner and Srolik Neuwirth
are ready to bake the matzoh

Lev Geller is a little young for matzoh
baking, but he enjoys watching the
process.
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By Sherri Butler

In the 1950s, Fitzgerald was a small
town with churches on almost every corner.
“There was the Church of God, the Church
of Christ, First Baptist Church—and the
Jewish Church.”

That’s how it seemed to Penson
Kaminsky when he was growing up—a
town that was close-knit, where the differ-
ences in religious belief did not cause divi-
sion and where Jewish people were wel-
comed and active in community life.

As a boy, Penson went to Baptist
Training Union and was in a Boy Scout
troop supported by Central United
Methodist Church with his friends, who
came to services at the synagogue with him.

The members of the congregation
came, as they still do, from the region, not
just Fitzgerald—from Turner County,
Tifton, Eastman, Dublin, just about the
whole of south central Georgia.

The Fitzgerald Hebrew Congregation

The synagogue has been a fixture on
South Lee Street since the 1940s, but the
Jewish presence in Fitzgerald goes back to
the earliest days of the city. It is not known
if there were Jews among the Union veter-
ans who came to establish a town here, but
Isidor Gelders and his wife, Maude, were
here when the 1900 census was taken.
Isidor is identified as having been born in
Germany to German parents. He was 32
years old. Maude, 28, was an Illinois native,
as was her father. Her mother came from
Indiana.

The 1907 City Directory shows the
Gelders living at 511 W. Central Ave. Isidor
is described only as a merchant, but he
would be a prominent leader of what would
become the Fitzgerald Hebrew
Congregation and of the community of
Fitzgerald. As publisher of The Leader
newspaper, he energetically supported a

number of progressive projects, from free
textbooks for the city’s schools to the Good
Roads movement that worked to improve
rural roads in America (and brought U.S.
Hwy. 129, a part of the Dixie Highway net-
work, to Fitzgerald).

Isador Goldenberg, a Jewish native of
Romania, is listed in the 1907 directory as
living at 326 S. Grant. He, too, is identified
as a merchant and was then 45 years old.
His household in the 1910 Census included
his wife, Bessie, 30, their children, Pauline,
9, and Edward, 6, as well as Samuel Abram,
28 (father of Morris Abram, arguably
Fitzgerald’s most famous son), Sam
Schneidman, 34, and Jacob Patel, 22. The
Goldenberg children were born in Georgia,
but the other members of the household
also came from Romania. Only the
Goldenbergs are listed in the 1907 directo-
ry.

According to the Encyclopedia of
Southern Jewish Communities, the
Goldenbergs were here as early as 1900.
(He came to the U.S. in 1888.) He and his
wife owned a dry-goods store, and, by
1910, Sam Abram and Joseph Kassewitz
were his partners. Kassewitz was born in
Germany, his wife, Addie, in Russia.

The encyclopedia notes that most of
the other Jews who settled in Fitzgerald in
those early years were also in the dry-goods
business.

Yom Kippur services were held here as
early as 1910, with all the Jewish-owned
stores closing for the high holiday.

Harry and Sadie Garber were here by
1920. He was a Russian native, she a first-
generation American whose parents were
born in Russia. Living with them were
Herman, Lena, and Dena Feinberg, and
Solomon Zetterbaum, all with Russian
roots.

The Garbers owned and operated the
Surprise Store, at 117 N. Main. Philip
Halperin later owned the store, which had
moved to 115-117 S. Grant St.

Russian-born Jake and Rose Tatel, with
Georgia-born children Rita and Bill, were
here by 1920 and possibly earlier—Jake
Tatel may be the Jacob “Patel” who board-
ed with the Goldenbergs in 1910. The
Tatels opened Farmers’ Dry Goods.

Abe Kruger also came to the U.S. from
Russia. He and his wife, Lillian, were here
in 1920. He would become a leader not
only of the Jewish community but of the
City of Fitzgerald. He quickly engaged in
the life of the city. When itinerant movie
makers came to town to shoot a melodrama
with city residents playing all the roles, Abe
took on the part of the fierce father who
opposed his daughter’s marriage to the
romantic lead.

He owned Gershon & Kruger, a dry-
goods store, in partnership with Samuel
Gershon of Atlanta. He later owned
Kruger’s Department Store, until he sold it

to Belk’s. Kruger served on the City
Council for many years and was mayor pro-
tem as the top vote-getter among all candi-
dates. Up for re-election in 1964, he
claimed 80 percent of the vote. He was also
a chamber of commerce director and head
of the local Red Cross.

One resident remembers that when he
was in high school, only two assembly
speakers ever received a standing ovation
from the students. One was the Hurricanes’
football coach. The other was Abe Kruger.
Abe’s brother, Elex, and nephew, Buddy,
owned the Fair Store.

Martin and Celia Gottlieb had also
arrived by 1920. In different U.S. Census
records, Martin is listed as from Hungary or
Romania, his wife from Russia or Poland.
Initially working as a tailor, he had opened
Gottlieb’s Men’s Shop by 1937 and later
partnered with his former salesman, Ed
Castleberry, renaming the store Gottlieb
and Castleberry. He died in 1968, but he left
a legacy that has touched and continues to
touch the lives of many in Fitzgerald, in the
form of a trust that provides for gifts for
needy children at Christmas.

Isaac M. “Max” and Rose Heller were
operating Heller’s department store by
1937, and Max later established Irwin
Manufacturing in Ocilla.

Penson’s parents, H.R. “Dick” and
Annie Kaminsky, came later. His father was
born in Brooklyn, N.Y. His mother was the
former Annie Cohen, who was living in
Ashburn when they met. Both had their
roots in Belarus. Annie was born there in
1903. According to the 1930 Census, she
immigrated to the U.S. with her family in
1910.

The Kaminskys were married in
Atlanta, but in 1934, they returned to
Ashburn, and H.R. Kaminsky’s Perfect
Pants went into production there. Two years
later, he moved the plant to Fitzgerald and
later renamed it. H.R. Kaminsky & Sons—
the sons being Tavin, Larry, and Penson—
was a major employer here for several
decades.

Pension and Claudia Kaminsky at
the stained glass window donated
by his father, H.R. Kaminsky

What was happening in Fitzgerald was
happening in rural communities all over the
South—Jewish immigrants were spreading
out from New York and other ports of entry
to settle elsewhere.

“Every little town had at least one
Jewish merchant—Abbeville, Rochelle,
Nicholls, Rebecca. There were two in
Ashburn,” Penson says.

For Fitzgerald, it was just a continua-
tion of the founding story of people coming
from all over to build a town.

The Jews who settled in Fitzgerald
came to know those in other communities,
such as Nashville, Dublin, Hawkinsville,
Alamo, and Eastman. Many traveled to the
synagogue in Macon for High Holy Days,
but by the late 1920s, they were beginning
to organize a congregation of their own. At
first they met in Eastman, where Jews came
from within a 75-mile radius to meet at the
Masonic Temple with a visiting rabbi. Abe
Kruger led services in the absence of a
rabbi. In 1933, his son Reuben’s bar mitz-
vah and the subsequent party were covered
in detail by at least one Fitzgerald paper.
(Reuben would own and operate Reuben’s
Shoes on South Grant for many years.)

Toward the end of the decade, there
was talk of building a synagogue in Dublin,
but there were more Jews living in
Fitzgerald than in the other communities, so
the decision was made to build there.

Claudia and Penson Kaminsky in the
sanctuary

Claudia Kaminsky says that the story is
that Abe was having coffee in a Fitzgerald
cafe when he heard members of Central
Methodist talking about the need to sell the
old First Methodist Episcopal Church on
South Lee. With the merger of the southern
and northern branches of the Methodist
Church, and Fitzgerald’s southern congre-
gation joining Central, the building was no
longer needed. Abe is said to have jumped
to his feet and announced, “I’ll buy it!”

And so he did. The original 1941 deed

‘Jewish Church on the corner’ 
entwined with Fitzgerald’s earliest history



from the church to Abe and his brother Elex
Kruger now hangs inside the synagogue. It
is a rare incidence of a Christian church
becoming a synagogue.

The church was originally a white
frame structure with a tall church tower. At
some point, very likely during the remodel-
ing for the synagogue, the tower came
down and the building was bricked up. Its
entrance was shifted from the corner of
Magnolia and Lee to be centered in the
front of the church, facing Lee.

Before the synagogue opened, howev-
er, it was used as a temporary school for
Lynnwood students, after the original
Lynnwood School burned. The Fitzgerald
Hebrew Congregation synagogue was offi-
cially dedicated in 1942. More than 500
people are said to have attended the dedica-
tion, including the mayor of Fitzgerald,
many Christian ministers, and other non-
Jewish well wishers.

Rabbi Nathan Kohen became the first,
and so far only, full-time rabbi, in 1947, and
served the congregation until his death, in
1975. His wife, Bea, ran the religious
school and staged Hannukah programs with
the children.

After the founding of the Jewish state
of Israel in 1948, Jews nationwide worked
to raise funds for the fledgling nation. To
that end, actress Molly Picon and actor Zero
Mostel each came to Fitzgerald. One of the
stained glass windows in the synagogue
today depicts crossed American and Israeli
flags.

In 1968, the 14 members of the congre-
gation’s board came from 10 different south
Georgia towns.

While there has been a history of per-
secution of Jews in Europe and elsewhere
and many received a rough “welcome” in
American cities, in the small towns of the

South, Jewish immigrants were largely
made at home. Fitzgerald, Penson says,
“was more inclusive, and Jews and
Christians were raised together.”

In big cities, Jews were likelier to live
in enclaves, isolated from others of differ-
ent faiths, much as they had in many
European cities.

Originally a very Orthodox congrega-
tion, Fitzgerald Hebrew Congregation is
more middle of the road now, between
Orthodox and Reformed, Penson notes. For
one thing, the difficulties of a membership
spread over a large area have required
accommodations. “You’re not supposed to
drive on the Sabbath,” Penson notes. For
many, it would be a choice of driving here
or not attending, so some accommodation
had to be made. Visiting rabbis have had to
stay, until recently, in hotels at the edge of
town—which would be a long walk to the
synagogue.

Although the Fitzgerald Hebrew
Congregation has grown smaller, as sons
and daughters of the founders have gone off
to college and started new lives in other

places, the High Holy Days, Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, bring many
back home.

While 15-20 attend the monthly
Sabbath services, as many as 125-130 come
back to Fitzgerald on these days. “They
come from New York, Atlanta, all over,”
Penson says. “One year, we had some from
California. These are people who grew up
here, and it’s like homecoming for them.”

The congregation still sends out its reg-
ular newsletter, e-mailed to some 150 fami-
lies, with the latest news of what’s happen-
ing at the synagogue, Claudia says. “There
has never been a break.”

Penson and Irene Heller are among the
trustees of the synagogue and responsible
for taking care of the synagogue, the
Hebrew Cemetery at Evergreen, rituals, and
meals.

Last year, when an open house was
held at the synagogue with the visiting

rabbi, Fitzgerald High School English and
drama teacher Sheri Dorsett attended and
enjoyed the question-and-answer session
with the rabbi. “She wanted her cast [in
Fiddler on the Roof] to come,” Penson says.
“They came, almost 100 of them, and they
sang to Claudia and me. It was a wonderful
experience.”

They went to the first performance of
the musical and were deeply touched that
the cast dedicated it to the Jewish families
of Fitzgerald, so many of whom have had a
Russian heritage.

It was just another moment illustrating
that you can’t talk about the history of Jews
in Fitzgerald without talking about the his-
tory of Fitzgerald. And vice versa.

A version of this story originally ran in The
Herald-Leader in Fitzgerald and is reprint-
ed with permission.
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Steve and Sheri Labovitz accepted the
American Jewish Committee Atlanta
Regional Office’s prestigious Selig
Distinguished Service Award at the orga-
nization’s annual awards dinner, May 2, at
The Ritz-Carlton, Buckhead.

“We present the Selig Distinguished
Service Award annually to a highly
respected leader whose actions and
achievements reflect a commitment and
dedication to improving our community
and reflect the mission of American
Jewish Committee,” said Lenny
Silverstein, president of AJC’s Atlanta
Regional Office. “I cannot think of two
more deserving people.” 

AJC Atlanta established this award in
1986, in memory of Caroline Massell
Selig and Simon S. Selig Jr. Recipients of
this prestigious award reflect the Seligs’
dedication, commitment, and generosity
to the enhancement of the Atlanta commu-
nity. Past recipients include U.S. Rep.
John Lewis; Bernard Marcus; Steve Selig;
Elaine, Miles, and Kent Alexander; Cathy
Selig; and, most recently, Mark

Lichtenstein.
Originally from Pittsburgh and New

York, respectively, Steve and Sheri met in
1978 as young Atlanta attorneys. For the
past fifteen years, Steve has been a partner
at McKenna Long & Aldridge’s govern-
mental practice group, working at the
intersection of business and government.
From 1994 to 1997, he was chief of staff
for the City of Atlanta. Sheri practiced at
Alston & Bird for 14 years, specializing in
commercial real estate and becoming the
first woman at a major Atlanta firm to
become a partner working reduced hours.
She continued her career at Greenberg
Traurig and became a solo practitioner in
2001. Married for 32 years, Sheri and
Steve have two children: Andrew, who
lives in New York City with wife Allison,
and Laura, who live in Boulder, Colorado.

Sheri and Steve have been devoted
members of American Jewish Committee
since 1995, serving in various leadership
positions, including Sheri’s term as presi-
dent from 2007-2009 and interim director
in 2011 and Steve’s current position as a

vice-president. They have been actively
involved in all aspects of AJC’s work,
including the United Nations Diplomatic
Marathon; Baptist-Jewish Dialogue;
Energy Security; Black-Jewish Coalition;
Project Interchange, mentoring ACCESS
members; and the Atlanta Jewish Film
Festival, which they co-chaired for 3
years. Sheri and Steve are members of
Temple Sinai and graduates of Leadership
Atlanta, where Steve is a past board mem-
ber. 

AJC honors Sheri and Steve Labovitz 

Sheri and Steve Labovitz

Fitzgerald Hebrew Congregationʼs
Torah scrolls



REMEMBERING DONNIE DIAMOND
AND RANDY FEINBERG. There is one
place in the newspaper that you don’t want to
see a family member or friend’s name, and
that is the obituaries. Unfortunately, I’ve been
seeing too many names there in recent
months. First it was Donald “Moose” Miller
and then, within three months’ time, Donnie
Diamond and Randy Feinberg. 

I saw so many of the same faces at their
funerals because Donnie and Randy lived all
their lives in the Atlanta area, and their fami-
lies live here also. They were active in syna-
gogue and community organizations. They
had many friends, as evidenced by the large
turnouts at both funerals. I know that many of
us were silently thinking, “We’ve got to stop
meeting like this.” 

Both men were involved in the Atlanta
Jewish sport scene in softball, basketball, and
tennis at the Jewish Community Center.
Donnie coached his sons, Bret and Scott, as
did Randy with his sons, Rick and Ken, in
Youth Leagues and BBYO. 

At one time, I was either a teammate or
on a competing team at the JCC with Donnie
and Randy. I played with Randy, Moose
Miller, Hal Krafchick, Howie Frushtick,
Lenny Levy, and Vick Romono, in the Atlanta
City Recreation Basketball League. Randy
was one of our “big men,” and he could real-
ly get onto the officials. We were also team-
mates in the City Softball League. Randy bat-
ted left-handed, and I never saw a guy get
down the first baseline faster. 

At the “J,” when Randy was on the
opposing team and I got the benefit on a foul
call, he complained to the referee that “I was
wearing a halo.” He and Hal Krafchick also
made an excellent officiating team at the “J,”
which is pretty ironic, considering his rela-
tionship with officials. 

Randy was quite the actor also. He
appeared in local theater and even had some
movie parts. He won local awards and recog-
nition. I loved seeing him play the part of a
Southern sheriff in a Don Johnson movie.
When we paid a shiva call, we saw two walls
of his den decorated with pictures of him in
various roles.

Donnie Diamond was also a great and
fiery competitor in softball and basketball.
You knew you were in for a tough game when
you saw him at third base or as a guard on the
basketball court. How he managed to field so
well with that old raggedy glove amazed me. 

As with Randy, I could tell many stories
about Donnie. Two come to mind. The first
was when I first started playing pickup bas-
ketball at the JCC in 1966. One of the first
guys I played against was Donnie. I had this
double fake move that I used before I drove to

the basketball. I had been using it for many
years, and Donnie called a walk every time I
tried it. He said I shuffled my feet, and he was
right. He was just the first guy that recognized
it and called it. He knew the game well. 

The second incident was when we com-
peted together in a basketball tournament in
Chattanooga. Donnie and Mike Nemeroff
brought their families, and I went by myself.
After the game, they invited me to join their
families on a tour of Rock City. It was a very
nice gesture, and one I’ve remembered all
these years.

Donnie’s son, Scott, and step-son, Eric
Miller, as well as Randy’s sons, Ken and Rick,
and grandson, Max, delivered eulogies at their
funerals. All were poignant, heartwarming,
and humorous. All spoke of the love these
men had for their families and how much their
families loved and respected them.

It helped me to remember that each was
unique. They will be missed by all those who
knew them.

MJCCA DOUBLES PICKLEBALL TOUR-
NAMENT. Last year, the MJCCA held a
Doubles Pickleball Tournament. Doubles
partners were randomly assigned, as were the
“pools” the teams played in. After two out of
three losses, my pickleball day was over. So, I
decided if another tournament came along, I
would play only if we could choose our part-
ners and register as a team. 

That’s what happened for the March 3
tournament, and I knew instantly who would
be my partner: I asked my 20-year-old grand-
son, Jared Cohen, who had only played pick-
leball a handful of times, but had played ten-
nis since he was five years old. We won 1st
place, after playing nine games spread out
over a six-hour period. I told Jared to get any-
thing he could hit, and I would be his safety
net. It worked out pretty well. An excellent
team of Brenda Young and Fred Reese, from
Lake Oconee, took 2nd place. It was a great
experience for me playing with my grandson.

The tournament was well organized.
Shanna and Jared Levy, Fred Bailey, Ed

Feldstein, Ken Lester, Hugh Jamieson, and
Eddie Ullman did a fantastic job in organiz-
ing, coordinating, and promoting the tourna-
ment. Twenty-one teams entered, ranging in
ages from 16-99. Many teams came from out-

side the MJCCA, and the competition was
excellent. These participants took their pickle-
ball seriously, but at the same time, the sports-
manship was outstanding. There was a great
turnout of spectators, who got to see the
MJCCA at its finest.

The participants from the MJCCA
included four teams made up of family mem-
bers. Along with Jared and me, Ken Lester
played with his grandson, Brayden Long, and
Bill Pearce played with son, Ford. Sid Cojac
and son-in-law Alan Mintz participated, but
had different partners.

Sid Cojac, who is 99 and brought pickle-
ball to the MJCCA when he moved here from
Charlotte, is the honorary commissioner of
the sport at the “J.” He is also known as “The
Mayor of Main Street.” There was a camera-
man and reporter on the scene from FOX TV
News. A segment featuring Sid aired on the
morning show with anchor Buck Lanford.

Since I was in the gym for six hours,
there was a lot of down time between games,
and I had the opportunity to see a lot of my
basketball friends, who had league games that
day and came through our gym on the way to
the locker room. 

It was great seeing Jeff Kess, a basketball
captain since 1979. I played on his team many
times and always enjoyed it, even when we
didn’t have a winning season. He is also the

guy who gives everyone a nickname. As I got
older and older, my nickname became “the
cagey vet.” I also saw Victor Sonsino, Justin
Spizman, Steve Peltier, and Adam Leish.
They were all probably wondering what was
going on and what is this thing called
“Pickleball”?

Pickleball is new to the MJCCA, but is
played by over 50,000 participants. According
to ESPN, it is the fastest growing sport in the
U.S. I first wrote about pickleball in a
January-February 2010 column, when I saw
Donald “Moose” Miller attending an organi-
zational meeting with Sid Cojac and Howie
Rosenberg, where they were discussing ways
to bring the sport to the MJCCA. 

Look what’s happened in three years.
The game has developed a group of approxi-
mately 50 men and women who play on a reg-
ular basis. Under the leadership of Shana
Levy and Ed Feldstein, who keep us all
informed through an e-mail network, mem-
bership continues to grow. It’s a great way for
men and women of all ages to have fun and
get a great workout. Come out some time on
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, or Saturday morn-
ings, about 10:30, and join us.

Until next time, drive for the bucket and
score.
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Jerry
Schwartz

BY

Schwartz on Sports

MJCCA Pickleball Doubles
Tournament: (from left) Jerry
Schwartz and Jared Cohen, 1st
place; Brenda Young and Fred
Reese, 2nd place

It was a Sunday afternoon when I
decided to go to the movies and see Lincoln.
I walked up to the counter to buy my ticket,
but there were two men in front of me. 

After they moved away, I stepped up
and asked the gentleman behind the counter
if Lincoln started at 12:00. I did not want to
miss any of it. Before he could answer, one
of the two who had been in front of me
asked, “Did you say Lincoln?” 

I was startled, so I gave an excellent
answer: “Huh?” 

He repeated the question, and I said,
“Why yes, I am going to see Lincoln.” 

This is when he handed me a ticket. I
asked if I could pay for it, and was told no.
By this time, the two men were broadly
smiling at my puzzled look and turned to go
into the movie. Many people asked me why

this happened. I could only say, “It is some-
thing to think about.”

When I saw the movie Les Miserables,
I thought the music was awesome. So I
found myself in Barnes & Noble and picked
up the CD. As I was waiting to pay, the man
in front of me turned around and said, “Do
you like chocolate?” He and the salesman
waited for my answer, as I looked perplexed. 

“Who does not like chocolate?” I
asked. He then told me to pick out a choco-
late bar from the container on the counter,
explaining that he lived far away and had a
store credit that he would never use. 

I thought, “How nice.” But since it hap-
pened so soon after the Lincoln incident, it
made me wonder if this was something to
think about, too.

And now, I have thought about these
things. It doesn’t matter why they happened.
It just matters that there are nice people in
this world. And with the horrible things we
have endured over this past year and the
recent disaster in Boston—well, it just
makes me grateful that nice things can hap-
pen.

Things to think about

Marice
Katz

BY

Participants in MJCCA Doubles Pickleball Tournament
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EVENT-FULL. Jewish Family & Career
Services has wrapped up a successful event
season. 

More than 800 people attended The
Tasting 2013, April 9, at the Grand Hyatt
Buckhead. This year’s event raised more
than $225,000 to benefit the
Zimmerman–Horowitz Independent Living
Program (Z-H ILP), making it the most suc-
cessful yet. Z-H ILP is a program of the
Developmental Disabilities—Tools for
Independence division. 

Five days later, Artscape: Exploring the
Landscape of Experiential Art brought more
than 500 people of all ages to Sensations
Therafun. With about 70 volunteers on site
ensuring that all went smoothly, this new
event helped raise awareness of the
Counseling Services—Tools for Life pro-
grams. 

Artscape Chair Lauren Harris, with
planning committee members
Lauren Baylin, Melissa Blecker,
Amanda Cohn, Jodi Daniels, Ingrid
Dunowitz, Lindsay Levin, Joel
Libowsky, Gabbi Promoff, Andrea
Spear, Jennifer Slutzky, Lauren
Surden, and Natalie Toporek, in
Artscapeʼs photo booth

An Artscape “mini host” canʼt con-
tain his joy as he flies down the zip
line at Sensations Therafun.

Children tried out a variety of musi-
cal instruments at Artscapeʼs
Musical Petting Zoo.

The remarkable chefs from the
restaurants represented at The
Tasting

Jerry, Pearlann, Scott, and Michelle
Horowitz

The Tasting Chairs Dawn and Eric
Tresh, Kate Lipton, and Mara and
Justin Berman

A SIMPLE WAY TO GIVE. Do you ever
find yourself trying to think of the perfect
gift, but nothing seems to fit the occasion?
A tribute to JF&CS is right for any event. 

“It’s one of our favorite ways of mak-
ing a donation,” said Sara Kanov. “If it’s an
engagement or bar mitzvah, wedding,
funeral, or anything else I want to recognize
in some way, it’s the most frequent way I do
it.”

Sara and her husband, Mark, have a
“Tribute Bank,” which makes it especially
simple. Any time she has an occasion to
honor, she e-mails Susan Metz at JF&CS. “I
can do it on a Sunday night at 2:00 a.m., if
that’s when I think about it.... I don’t have
to pick up the phone, fill out forms, or any-
thing. I feel like they’re doing a favor for
me.”

Why do the Kanovs choose JF&CS so
consistently? They have been connected to
the organization for more than 40 years,
ever since they adopted their son, now 41
years old with children of his own, through
Cradle of Love. They also have been foster
parents for two dozen babies through the
adoption services. “JF&CS just has a very
big place in my heart. We’ve had a tie to it
almost as long as we’ve lived here.”

Cindy Hopkins is still getting used to
the idea of tribute banking. But she loves
the idea of giving through JF&CS. 

“It reaches out to so many people in the
community,” she said. “You know when
you do something for JF&CS, an abun-
dance of people are going to be touched.
Most of us can relate to the organization,
because we all know someone, either close-
ly or casually, who could benefit from at

least one program being offered.”
Cindy and her husband, Jeff, have been

making tributes for about four years. It’s the
primary way they get involved in JF&CS.
She thinks her mom, Marlene Schwartz,
told her about it, because it’s so easy.
Marlene likes to give tributes, because she
would rather support an organization than
just buy a card. 

“It’s a nice way to honor someone, as
well as to show how much I support
JF&CS,” said Marlene, who recently joined
the Board of Directors. Marlene makes a
“couple of dozen or more” tributes each
year. “It’s easier than writing a check. And
it’s a way of reaching out if you hear some-
one had a special occasion or something sad
happened.” 

JF&CS Board member Amanda Cohn
started making tributes three years ago.
“Honestly, I did the Tribute Bank because it
made it so much easier and efficient for
me,” she said. “Not only do I think it’s a
nice way to honor someone’s celebration or
memory, but it expresses my commitment
to JF&CS. I feel like it’s a way not neces-
sarily to advertise JF&CS but to show it’s
an organization in which I believe strong-
ly.”

JF&CS NEWS
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LAUREN WEISBERGER DISCUSSES
HER NEW BOOK. On June 12, 7:30-9:30

p.m., the MJCCA
welcomes Lauren
Weisberger, New
York Times best-
selling author of
The Devil Wears
Prada and the
new, much-antici-
pated follow-up,
Revenge Wears
Prada, for a book

talk and signing at
the MJCCA, 5342
Tilly Mill Road, in
Dunwoody.

Revenge Wears
Prada picks ups the story of Andrea
“Andy” Sachs eight years after she quit
working for Miranda Priestly at Runway
Magazine—a dream that turned out to be a
nightmare. Now Andy’s running The
Plunge, her wildly successful bridal maga-
zine with Miranda’s other ex-assistant,
Emily, and getting married to the scion of a
storied media family and the love of her
life. But Andy is still haunted by the specter
of her former boss. As The Plunge suc-
ceeds, Andy and Emily realize they’ll soon
come face to face with their former tor-
menter at industry functions, award cere-
monies, and even weddings. Still, Andy can
hardly anticipate the horrifying reality that’s
approaching—a reversal so profound that
she will be squarely in Miranda’s crosshairs
once more.

Tickets are available at
atlantajcc.org/bookfestival or by calling the
MJCCA Box Office at 678-812-4005.
Tickets are $10/MJCCA members,
$15/non-members, and $7/students with
valid ID. Seating is limited; reservations are
recommended.

20 YEARS OF THE DREAM RUN. The
20th annual Harris Jacobs Dream Run took
place May 5, at the MJCCA’s Zaban Park
campus. This year’s race featured a new
AJC Peachtree Road Race Qualifier that
allowed runners to use their time to qualify
for a start wave in the 2014 Road Race. 

The HJDR is a fun, active, family-
friendly event that honors the memory of a
past president of the MJCCA, beloved
member of the Atlanta Jewish community,

and staunch children’s advocate, Harris
Jacobs. 

Larry Gordon, partner with Affleck &
Gordon and 2013 HJDR Volunteer
Committee co-chair, originally recom-
mended that the road race be named after
Harris Jacobs, who died shortly before the
first race began.

Gordon explains, “Through youth
sports scholarships for children, it is the
mission of the Harris Jacobs Dream Run to
provide the opportunity for every child to
participate in our sports programs and activ-
ities. Mr. Jacobs’ memory is not only hon-
ored by the many thousands of runners who
have participated over the years, but also by
the proceeds, which make it possible for
children who might not otherwise have the
means to participate in basketball, swim-
ming, tennis, baseball, and other recreation-
al and educational programs.”

Last year, 500 runners and their fami-
lies helped to provide scholarships for pro-
grams including the Developmentally
Disabled After-School Recreation program,
the youth Maccabi Games, and the Harris
Jacobs Softball League. 

At the race, Project GIVE collected
gently used running shoes for Back On My
Feet Atlanta, a nonprofit organization that
promotes the self-sufficiency of homeless
populations by engaging them in running as
a means to build confidence, strength and
self-esteem. 

SEUSSICAL. Company J at the MJCCA
continued its season of theater classics with
the musical Seussical, which ran April 28-
May 5. 

The Company J production, a one-act
version geared to younger audiences, was
performed by adults and included such pop-
ular songs as “Oh, the Thinks You Can
Think!”; “Horton Hears a Who!”; and “The
Circus McGurkus.” Based on the works of
Dr. Seuss, with a book by Lynn Ahrens and
Stephen Flaherty, Suessical was co-con-
ceived by Eric Idle, with music by Flaherty
and lyrics by Ahrens.

“My favorite element of the show,”
says Producing Artistic Director Brian
Kimmel, “is how ultimately the powers of
friendship, loyalty, family, and community
are challenged and emerge triumphant.” 

The Seussical cast included Jo-Jo
Steine (Gertrude McFuzz); Jordan Stovall
(Horton the Elephant); Elena Dollinger (as
Jojo); Traci Weisberg (Mayzie La Bird);
Carson Cerney (Mr. Mayor); Karen Rooker
(Mrs. Mayor); Emma Yarborough (The Cat
in the Hat); and Eric Rich and Marcus
Weathersby (The Wickersham Brothers).
The production also featured Deanna
Bustillos, Missi Reynolds, and Lindsay
Marcus.

The final Company J at the MJCCA
production for 2012-2013 will be Legally
Blonde, August 1-11. This Teen Summer
Stock production is based on the hit movie

of the same name starring Reese
Witherspoon. To purchase tickets, visit
www.atlantajcc.org/boxoffice.

Emma Yarborough as the Cat in the
Hat and Elena Dollinger as Jo-Jo
(photos: Katie Cathell/KVC
Photography)

Seussical: (back, from left) Jordan
Stovall as Horton, Emma Yarborough
as the Cat in the Hat, and Elena
Dollinger as Jo-Jo; (front) Katie
Cathell as Sour Kangaroo, Marcus
Weathersby as Mr. Mayor, and Traci
Weisberg as Mayzie la Bird

J-SERVE. On April 28, more than 500
Atlanta-area Jewish teens participated in a
day of community service and improvement
projects, as they took part in J-Serve, an
international day of Jewish youth service. 

Since 2005, J-Serve has been part of
Youth Service America’s Global Youth
Service Initiative. Participating in these
community service projects allows teens to
see first-hand how their actions have a
direct impact on our community’s future. 

Some of the Atlanta J-Serve 2013 proj-
ects included Shattering the Myths, a teen
drug and alcohol awareness workshop;
Amy’s Holiday Party, an afternoon dance
for underprivileged teens; a visit to The

Cohen Home to play games with residents;
enAble of Georgia’s party for children with
special needs; beautification projects along
roads and at residences; and numerous other
efforts.

“Being a part of the J-Serve Leadership
Committee has enabled me to fulfill my
passion, on a local level, of giving back to
the community,” says Brooke Gillman, a
senior at Centennial High School. “J-Serve
has enabled me to connect with other
Jewish teens in Atlanta who share my inter-
ests. It further connected me to my Judaism
through performing mitzvot which I had
been taught for so long. Through J-Serve, I
learned how to lead a meeting, plan pro-
grams, market, recruit, fundraise, and create
a successful event for 500+ teens in
Atlanta.” 

The Atlanta J-Serve program is hosted
by the Teen Community Service (TCS) pro-
gram at the MJCCA, with locals partners
Amy’s Holiday Party, Am Yisrael Chai,
Applerouth, BBYO, BBYO Connect, Camp
Barney Medintz, Chabad of Cobb, Chabad
Intown, Congregation Ariel, Congregation
B’nai Torah, Congregation Etz Chaim,
Congregation Or Hadash, Congregation
Shearith Israel, Jewish Family & Career
Services, Jewish Kids Groups, JSU,
MJCCA Club 678, NCSY, NFTY, The
Davis Academy, The Friendship Circle, The
Weber School, Tzofim, and Yeshiva
Atlanta. 

At MedShare International, J-Serve
participants sorted medical supplies
to be sent overseas

JEFFREY SIEGEL RETURNS.
Internationally acclaimed pianist Jeffrey
Siegel returned to the MJCCA, April 21, to
perform “Listen to the Dance: Waltzes,

Marches, Polkas
& Tangos.” The
program featured
works by Chopin,
Shostakovich, and
Astor Piazzola.
This concert con-
cluded the 2012-
2013 “Keyboard
Conversations,” a
series of unique,

concert-plus-com-
mentary programs. 

Jeffrey Siegel’s
Keyboard Conversations, exclusive in the
Southeast to the MJCCA’s Morris & Rae
Frank Theatre, were designed to make clas-
sical music more accessible to everyone. In

MJCCA NEWS

Lauren Weisberger
(photo: Mike
Cohen)

Harris Jacobs Dream Run

Jeffrey Siegel
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these concerts-plus-commentary, Siegel
speaks engagingly to the audience about the
composers and relates stories about the his-
torical contexts in which the pieces were
written. Each program concludes with a
brief question-and-answer session. 

Siegel conducts this ongoing series in
cities all across the world, including New
York, Chicago, Washington, D.C., Berlin,
London, and Moscow. 

Siegel has worked with such eminent
conductors as Claudio Abbado, Pierre
Boulez, Charles Dutoit, Neeme Järvi,
James Levine, Lorin Maazel, Zubin Mehta,
Leonard Slatkin, Michael Tilson Thomas,
and David Zinman, as well as such leg-
endary maestros of the past as Eugene
Ormandy, Sir George Solti, William
Steinberg, Klaus Tennstedt, and Yevgeny
Svetlanov. 

ANNUAL MEETING HONOREES. The
community recently came together at the
MJCCA’s 67th Annual Meeting, to honor
lay leadership and staff achievements. Ed
Feldstein chaired the meeting. Julie Abes,
Michel Dinerman, Michael Drucker, Andy
Grand, David Kusiel, Margo Marks, Jack
Polish, and Maury Shapiro were nominated
for first time or for an extension of board
service to the MJCCA Advisory Board.
Marcy Bass and Wendy Bearman were
appointed by President Steven Cadranel to
the Advisory Board. 

Gayle Siegel received the Volunteer of
the Year Award. An MJCCA volunteer
since 1996, she has served on the Advisory
Board, Executive Committee, Teen
Services Committee, and Nominating
Committee, and chaired the Volunteer Task
Force. A graduate of the Erwin Zaban
Leadership Development Program, she cur-
rently serves as co-chair.

Staff award recipients are:
• Rachel Salba, business manager, The

Weinstein School, Philip Bush Leadership
Award.

• Sandra Bass, assistant program direc-
tor, Team Player Award.

• Marcia Fullwood, controller,
Customer Service Award. 

• Lori Goldstein, director of Camp
Sunday and assistant director for Camp
Isidore Alterman, Best New Program
(Camp Sunday).

• Jen Stokley, preschool teacher, Raye
Lynn Banks Teacher of the Year Award
(The Weinstein School). 

• Stephanie Joseph, preschool teacher,
Raye Lynn Banks Teacher of the Year
Award (The Sunshine School). 

In addition, the Harvey Rubin
Scholarship Award was presented to Ashley

Katzenstein. This award was founded by
Phillip and Amy Rubin in 2002, in memory
of Philip Rubin’s father. Currently in its
11th year, it recognizes the exceptional
leadership of a high school senior in the
MJCCA and the Atlanta Jewish community. 

A senior at North Springs Charter High
School and an active member of BBYO,
Ashley served as her chapter’s vice presi-
dent of Community Service and Social
Action and vice president of Programming
twice. Over the past two years, she has
served on Atlanta Council BBYO’s
Executive Board as treasurer and most
recently as vice president of Membership,
which oversees all Atlanta BBG chapters.
In the latter role, she facilitated the largest
recruitment of freshman girls that the
Atlanta Council has seen in years. 

In addition to her BBYO accomplish-
ments, Ashley also served as co-president
of Amy’s Holiday Party for two years. At
school, she was junior class president and a
student ambassador, and she belonged to
community service clubs including
Interact, Beta, and the National Honor
Society. 

As part of the award, Ashley selected
BBYO to receive a portion of her scholar-
ship. 

Gayle Siegel, Co-Chair EZLDP (left),
and Steven Cadranel, MJCCA presi-
dent

Erwin Zaban Leadership Development Program graduates were honored at
the MJCCAʼs annual meeting: (from left) Michael Ulin; Lisa Toporek;
Michael Rosenberg; Shauna Grosswald; Simone Levingston; Scott
Greenwald; Lynn Epstein, co-chair EZLDP; Blair Green; Marc Gordan; Ann
Sargent, MJCCA executive assistant; Michelle Trivers; Jeffrey Lapp; Rachel
Fox; Ilene Levin, MJCCA director of Fundraising Operations; Gayle Siegel,
co-chair EZLDP; Julie Abes; Seth Einstein; and Brian Ross.  Not pictured:
Becca Brett Leish, Jacob Sabel, and Robert Unell (photos: Heidi Morton)

Philip Rubin (from left), Harvey
Rubin Scholarship Award recipient
Ashley Katzenstein, Howard
Katzenstein, Amy Rubin, and Terri
Katzenstein
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On Wednesday, March 20, the marquee
at the Buckhead Theatre was brightly lit,
promoting Hillels of Georgia’s 10th Annual
Campus SuperStar. The “American Idol”-
style talent show did not disappoint, show-
casing eight talented Georgia students, rep-
resenting six different colleges, who com-
peted for a grand prize of $5,000.

The event, which honored Sandy
Springs residents Betty and Alan Sunshine,
helped raise funds for Hillels of Georgia to
provide programs for over 6,000 Jewish
college students on the campuses of
University of Georgia, Emory University,
Georgia State University, Georgia Tech, and
Kennesaw State University.

Campus SuperStar 2013 Honorees
Betty and Alan Sunshine (photos:
Eric Bern Studio)

The evening started off with the con-
testants singing an ensemble number during
introductions and ended with a medley of
“Sunshine” songs as a tribute to this year’s
honorees. Steak Shapiro, from 790 the Zone
Radio’s “Mayhem in the AM” and host of
Atlanta Eats, emceed the show. He kept the
contestants on their toes with his inquisitive
questions, while keeping the audience
laughing.

More than 400 guests cheered on the
eight singers, leaving the judges—jazz
singer and songwriter Patty Mack, singer
and songwriter Adam McKnight, and singer
and actor Ritchie Crownfield—with the
challenging task of selecting the grand prize
winner and runners up. This year’s 3rd-
place winner, Emma Cook, a junior at
UGA, belted out Stevie Wonder’s
“Superstition,” while runner-up Kiandra
Richardson, a senior at the Savannah
College of Art and Design, wowed the audi-
ence with her rendition of Whitney
Houston’s “I Have Nothing.”

The grand prize went to Sam
Burchfield, who played the guitar and gave
an incredible performance, singing “Too
Close” by Alex Clare. Sam, a UGA junior,
is studying public relations and the music
business. “Campus SuperStar was an
incredible experience! Working with Chris

McCannon and his amazing band and pro-
duction team and, of course, the other final-
ists was so rewarding,” he said. “We all
became such great friends, to the point
where we had just as much fun singing and
goofing off backstage as we did on stage. I

think it is the people involved in Campus
SuperStar that made it so wonderful. I am
extremely honored and blessed to have been
chosen out of such an elite group of
singers.”

As this year’s winner, Sam was award-
ed studio recording time from Honey Bee
Studio in addition to the prize money. He is
looking forward to using this to help com-
plete his first official recording. After he
graduates, Sam hopes to become a profes-
sional singer and songwriter. “Campus
SuperStar has no doubt been a huge step-
ping stone in my journey as a musician, and
I can’t say how much I appreciate everyone
who made it possible,” he said.

Campus SuperStar Co-chairs
Michael and Rita LeVine, 2013 hon-
orees Alan and Betty Sunshine and
Co-chairs Joanie and Lewis Shubin

The evening was chaired by Rita and
Michael LeVine and Joanie and Lewis
Shubin, along with an all-star committee
that included Cathy Selig and Michael
Kuranoff, Sheri and Steve Labovitz, Ellen
Arnovitz and Michael Plasker, Brenda and
Mark Lichtenstein, and Michael Wien.

After the final curtain, the event got
rave reviews. Linda Selig, a member of the
Hillels board of directors, summed it up: “A
tremendous success on every level,” she
said. “Congratulations to all on a great
night!”

Campus SuperStars 2013: (from left) Alyse Wilkerson, junior, LaGrange
College; C.J. Shepard, junior, Emory University; 3rd-place winner Emma
Cook, junior, University of Georgia; grand prize winner Sam Burchfield, jun-
ior, University of Georgia; 2nd place winner Kiandra Wilkerson, senior,
Savannah College of Art and Design; Truitt Clark, sophomore, Georgia Tech;
Joy Conaway, senior, Georgia State University; and Shaina Dillon, law stu-
dent at University of Georgia.

Steak Shapiro, from 790 The Zone,
awarding the $5,000 grand prize to
Sam Burchfield, University of
Georgia

Yeshiva Atlanta, in partnership with
the Hebrew Order of David (HOD), hosted
Dr. Mayim Bialik as she came to Atlanta to
support an expansion of science, technolo-
gy, engineering, and math (STEM) instruc-
tion at the school.

Dr. Bialik was the featured speaker at
an afternoon reception and program,
Sunday, May 5, at the Georgia Tech
Scheller Atrium and Auditorium. The
reception featured several STEM-based
companies and organization display sta-
tions. Following the reception, attendees
were moved to the auditorium to hear Dr.
Bialik.

While Dr. Bialik is best known for her
portrayal of the young Bette Midler in
1989’s Beaches and currently appears as
Amy Farrah Fowler on “The Big Bang

Theory” (for which she was recently nomi-
nated for an
Emmy), she holds
a Ph.D. in neuro-
science. In 2012,
she released her
first book,
Beyond the Sling:
A Real-Life Guide
to Raising
Confident, Loving
Children the
A t t a c h m e n t
Parenting Way,
and is currently
working on a
vegan cookbook,
scheduled to be
released next

spring. Dr. Bialik enjoys speaking on a
variety of topics, including her journey to
embracing traditional Jewish values. She
studies Jewish texts weekly with two study
partners.

Bringing Dr. Bialik to Atlanta is the
cornerstone of a joint effort by the HOD
and Yeshiva Atlanta to raise funds to sup-
port new STEM programs, which have
been identified as critical for the school’s
future growth. Studies reveal that the most
desirable and most sought-after careers in
the 21st century are increasingly STEM-
related. These include engineering, medi-
cine, actuarial science, robotics, healthcare,
computer science, geophysics, and more.
An overarching goal of Yeshiva Atlanta is
to ensure that students receive the educa-
tion they need to fill these critical, well-

paying jobs.
The funds raised from the May 5 pro-

gram and future events will be used to
improve science classrooms, train teaching
professionals, acquire new lab equipment,
and upgrade the overall academic quality of
Yeshiva Atlanta’s STEM program.

The partnership between HOD and
Yeshiva Atlanta is both exciting and emi-
nently logical. The Atlanta HOD, a chapter
of the 100+-year-old Jewish fraternal
organization with lodges in South Africa,
England, Canada, and Israel, as well as the
U.S., is dedicated to providing assistance to
the Atlanta Jewish community. 

For more information about this event
or to make a contribution, contact Avi
Levinson at 770-451-5299 or
alevinson@yeshivaatlanta.org.

Yeshiva Atlanta hosted Dr. Mayim Bialik

Dr. Mayim Bialik
(photo: Denise
Herrick Borchert)

Campus SuperStar honors the Sunshines
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$69.99/Pair!
Includes a FREE wash with service.

Equal Opportunity Employer

We can help you become more marketable in a highly competitive job market with effective focused resume development,  
and network and interview coaching. Our staff of highly experienced career professionals offer tools to help you with your 

career direction and identify and target your interests. Our career packages, which consist of job coaching, workshops, access 
to a local job board and widely-used assessments feature competitive pricing with various options based on the unique needs 

of each job seeker. We work with employers in a diverse array of industries.  

Are you one of the growing numbers of  
college graduates who has not yet found a job? 

GradWORKS can help! We understand the challenges and can 
provide resources that will allow you to achieve successful results.

GradWORKS is a program of Career Services - Tools for Employment, a division of JF&CS.  
Tools for Employment assists job seekers, career changers and re-entries in conquering challenges in today’s workforce.

For more information about getting started, call 770.677.9358 or email grads@jfcs-atlanta.org.

www.CareersinATL.com



Page 24 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN May-June 2013

A Volvo Offer Designed Around You.

The 2013 Volvo S60 T5

$279
PER MONTH

for 24 MO

$2,628 CASH DUE 0%
APR for

48 MONTHS
or

The 300 hp 2013 Volvo XC60 AWD

$399
PER MONTH

for 24 MO

$2,748 CASH DUE 0%
APR for

48 MONTHS

For a limited time only.

No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $399, based on $42,995 MSRP of 2013 XC60 T6

AWD, includes destination charge and application of $500 Loyalty Bonus. Lessee is responsible for

excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile. Take new retail delivery from retailer

stock between May 1, 2013 and May 31, 2013. Car shown with optional equipment. Advertised lease

payment and financing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for qualified customers

based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services. Payments may vary, as retailer determines

price. Offers available at participating retailers. See retailer or website for details. Lease payment per

month assumes application of $500 Loyalty Bonus. Loyalty Bonus is $500 towards a lease and $1,000

towards a purchase. Customer eligibility requirements must be met for Loyalty Bonus offer. Please see

retailer for details.

No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $279, based on

$32,795 MSRP of 2013 S60 T5 FWD, includes destination charge

and application of $500 Loyalty Bonus. Lessee is responsible

for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 /

mile. Take new retail delivery from retailer stock between May

1, 2013 and May 31, 2013. Car shown with optional equip-

ment. Advertised lease payment and financing excludes

taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for qualified cus-

tomers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial

Services. Payments may vary, as retailer determines price.

Offers available at participating retailers. See retailer or web-

site for details. Lease payment per month assumes application of

$500 Loyalty Bonus. Loyalty Bonus is $500 towards a lease and

$1,000 towards a purchase. Customer eligibility requirements

must be met for Loyalty Bonus offer. Please see retailer for

details.

or



THE

Jewish Georgian
May-June 2013 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN Page 25

It took approxi-
mately 45 minutes for
200+ members of

Congregation Or Hadash to walk their
sacred Torah scrolls to their new permanent
home at 7460 Trowbridge Road, in Sandy
Springs on Sunday, February 17. Although
the trip was brief, COH’s journey began ten
years prior. 

In late 2002, a small group of individ-
uals and families gathered to discuss found-
ing an egalitarian congregation in Sandy
Springs. Between December and March
2003, the application process with United
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism was
submitted and approved, a site secured to
hold services, by-laws prepared, a budget
drafted, and a mission statement written. 

The congregation held its first service
on August 1, 2003, at the Sandy Springs
United Methodist Church, where COH was
given a place to worship for its first four
years. Over the course of the past ten years,
membership has grown from 18 to 400
members. 

Dr. Rabbi Analia Bortz and Rabbi
Mario Karpuj were hired in 2003 to be the
fledgling congregation’s spiritual leaders.
This dynamic husband and wife duo was

ordained at the Seminario Rabínico
Latinoamericano, in Buenos Aires,
Argentina.

“The founders were looking for rabbis
who would bridge tradition and community
to foster an inclusive, warm, and joyous
environment that focused on lifelong learn-
ing, prayer, and music,” noted Betsy
Edelman, president of the Congregation Or
Hadash Board of Directors.

Today, COH’s 400 member families
enjoy a thriving  religious school, excep-
tional tikkun olam opportunities, diverse

Congregation Or Hadash moves to a permanent home

Dr. Michael Dalmat, Sherry Frank
and Abby Friedman

Rabbi Mario Karpuj and Stan Beiner,
head of The Epstein School (with com-
munity leaders in the background)

Rabbi Ron Segal, of Temple Sinai,
with Abby Friedman, past president
of the COH board of directors 

Dr. Rabbi Analia Bortz, Dr. Gerald Durley,
of the Ebenezer Baptist Church, Rabbi
Mario Karpuj and Sherry Frank

The Machon Hadash Kids Choir,
performing under the direction of
Rabbi Ellen Nemhauser, synagogue
educator

It’s been a year of celebration and
appreciation at The Davis Academy.

In the fall of 1992, as a result of the col-
laborative efforts and shared vision of many
community members, The Alfred & Adele
Davis Academy opened its doors to 20
kindergarten and 1st-grade students. 

This brand-new school was founded
with a mission to provide a balanced educa-
tion, including strong academics, guided by
Reform Jewish values and traditions.

Today, The Davis Academy has
achieved triple accreditation, is recognized
nationally for its excellent and innovative
educational programs, and is the largest K-
8 Reform Jewish day school in the United
States. 

During this 20th-anniversary year The
Davis Academy is not only celebrating two
decades of growth and success, but has
taken opportunities to honor its founders
and supporters:
• At the start of the school year, and as part
of a community project of the Jewish
Federation of Greater Atlanta, a group of
dedicated and talented parent volunteers
designed a beautiful freestanding tzedakah

box for the school lobby. They created a
nostalgic luggage trunk decorated with pho-
tos and other school memorabilia and
engaged every Davis student to contribute
drawings and signatures evoking their
favorite things about school.
• In January, Davis recognized over 100
past and present Board of Trustees mem-
bers, all of whom have participated in lead-
ership roles in support of the school’s
growth and success. These individuals rep-
resented a range of community members,
parents, grandparents, and alumni parents,
from the school’s founding through today. 
• The biggest celebrations took place during
the weekend of April 26-28. On that Friday,

Davis Academy celebrates 20 years

The Alfred & Adele Davis Academy

Head of School Amy Shafron (pho-
tos: Harold Alan Photography)

Davis Academyʼs first Head of
School Mollie Aczel

Carol Nemo, one of Davis
Academyʼs honored founders, and
her husband, Robert See DAVIS, page 26

See OR HADASH, page 26



the school community gathered during a
special all-school Kabbalat Shabbat to give
thanks. Special honored guests, such as
Davis Academy’s first head of school,
Mollie Aczel, were in attendance. On
Saturday evening, the celebration and
memories continued at a lively party at The
Hangar at Peachtree DeKalb Airport. On
May 5, families gathered for a PTO-spon-
sored carnival, complete with amusement
rides and entertainment for all ages at The
Davis Academy Lower School. 

A yearlong 20th anniversary project—

the making of a music CD and a music
video—showcased Davis Academy faculty
and student talent and involved participa-
tion from the entire community. The CD,

Be A Blessing, contains 13 original songs,
written by Rabbi Micah Lapidus, Davis
Academy’s director of Jewish and Hebrew
Studies, and performed by faculty and stu-
dents, as well as community guest artists,
such as a church gospel choir. Middle
school students created the beautiful art-
work for the CD. 

The Davis Academy has 630 gradu-

ates, all of whom have been invited to
attend a first-ever alumni reunion, on May
30, in honor of the school’s 20th year and in
recognition of the newly launched Davis
Alumni Association. After visiting with
each other and reuniting with teachers,
alumni will be treated to an exclusive, pri-
vate concert with Grammy-nominated artist
Matisyahu. 

adult education programs, family activities,
music, and study to elevate prayer services.
Ten years in the process, COH held its first
Shabbat service in its new building on
Friday, February 22, 2013.

“Or Hadash, which translates to ‘New
Light,’ was founded on and is committed to
serving the needs of its members within the
framework of Conservative Judaism, cele-
brating today’s Jewish religion with con-
temporary and innovative services, encour-
aging member participation, while main-
taining core rituals and values,” said Rabbi

Mario Karpuj. “That guiding vision helped
the congregation to grow and thrive to
reach this milestone.”

In March 2012, COH purchased the
approximately 3-acre site that was formerly
the Tom Jumper Chevrolet paint shop.
Working with architects from BLDGS and
The Conan Company as general contractor,
the building was transformed to house a
sanctuary, social hall, courtyard, offices, six
classrooms, and a multipurpose room for
services and classes.

Congregation Or Hadash believes that
a caring community is a holy community.
For more information, visit www.or-
hadash.org.
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Davis

“Journey” was the theme of the
Saturday night celebration at The
Hangar at Peachtree DeKalb
Airport

Ari Schuster with Event Co-chairs
David and Debbie Kurzweil, and
Davis Middle School Principal
Jamie Kudlats 

The school leadership and commu-
nity clergy celebrating Havdallah
and giving thanks for the blessings
of the school

Distinctively Kosher
“Transitioning toward Life’s End, According to Our Sacred Tradition”

Sunday, June 2, 2013 at 2:00 PM
690 Mt. Vernon Highway

Atlanta, GA 30328
RSVP: 

404-843-8857 or dcarroway@insigniaseniorliving.com 

   Guest Speakers Include:
Elrod-Hill LLC, Peachtree Corners

     - Rabbi Joshua Z. Heller, Senior Rabbi, Congregation B’nai Torah, Sandy Springs
     - Edward Dressler, Dressler’s Jewish Funeral Care, Atlanta
     - Jenifer Firestone, Weinstein Hospice

The Carlton Presents:

www.thecarltonalf.com
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In 1945, my twin brother, Hilbert, and I
were deeply involved in combat in Germany
as members of the United States Army 42nd
Infantry Rainbow Division. We were togeth-
er as members of the 392nd Field Artillery
Battalion, firing 105mm Howitzers, in close
infantry support. Usually, we supported the
222nd Infantry Regiment. 

On the morning of April 29, 1945, our
unit moved forward to a new gun position.
As soon as we arrived at this forward posi-
tion, we smelled a very strong odor. Some of
the guys thought that there must be a chem-
ical factory nearby. 

I said that the odor didn’t seem to be
from a chemical factory. It reminded me
more of what I experienced as a youngster,
growing up in Jacksonville, Florida. My
mother would bring home a freshly killed
chicken she purchased at the local kosher
meat market. After turning on the gas stove,
she would wave the chicken over the flame
in order to burn off the pinfeathers. The
burned skin of the chicken gave off a dis-
tinctive odor—the same odor we were
smelling now. 

We would soon learn the source of the
strange odor—and it was not from a chemi-
cal factory.

After several fire missions, things set-
tled down. Kenny Ingalls, the driver of one
of our ammunition trucks, came by our gun
position and told us there was a very strange
camp nearby, and he thought my brother and
I would be interested in seeing it. 

After a few minutes’ walk through a
small wooded area, we arrived at the main
gate of the camp. Over the gate were the
words “Arbeit Macht Frei” (“Work Makes
one Free”). 

On a railroad siding next to the main
gate were about 30 or 40 railroad boxcars.
The infantry company in front of us had
already broken off the locks; when they slid
open the doors of the boxcars, an arm or a
leg flopped out. The boxcars were packed
with dead bodies.

At the time, we did not know why the
boxcars were there or why they were packed
with dead bodies. We found out later that the
Nazis had forced thousands of Jews from a
concentration camp in Poland into the box-
cars. It took three weeks for the train to
arrive at Dachau. By that time, without food,
water, or fresh air, all had died.

My brother and I then entered the camp.
We saw the thousands of inmates, the ovens,
the various buildings. As soon as we saw the
ovens, we knew the source of that strange
odor. 

We had no time to help the living or the
dying. That would be done by those coming
in behind us, who would not be directly
involved in the fighting. We had to return to

our gun position, as the war was still going
on. 

After a five-minute walk through the
woods, we were back at our gun position,
and not a moment too soon. Our unit was
pulling out and advancing toward the
Germans.

In reality, there was no actual combat
involved in the liberation of the Dachau
Concentration Camp. On April 28, 1945,
Victor Mauer, a representative of the Swiss
International Red Cross, managed to arrive
at the camp. All of the SS officers had fled,
leaving one SS officer, Lt. Heinrich Wickert,
in charge. Victor Mauer told Lt. Wickert that
the American Army was advancing and
would probably arrive the next day. He per-
suaded Lt. Wickert to surrender the camp
when the Americans arrived. 

On April 29, 1945, Lt. Wickert surren-
dered the KZ Dachau to the assistant com-
mander of the 42nd Infantry Division,
Brigadier General Henning Linden.
Correspondents Paul Levy, a Belgian Jew;
Peter Furst, of Stars and Stripes; and
Marguerite Higgins, of The New York
Herald Tribune, documented the ceremo-
ny.* 

In the center, with his back to the
camera is Victor Maurer, International
Red Cross Representative. To his
right is Brig. Gen. Henning Linden. To
his left is SS 2nd Lt. Wickert, holding
a white flag of surrender.

Many people fail to understand why
Dachau was not a gut-wrenching experience
for me at the time. The answer is simple. I
could not comprehend the full meaning of
what I was seeing. I had been completely
ignorant of the fact that these concentration
camps even existed. After all, we were there
to defeat the Germans and save the world
from Nazism. That was our goal, not the lib-
eration of the camps and the saving of those
Jews. 

It was only after the war in Europe
ended, nine days later, that I learned the full
story of Dachau and the existence of many
similar camps. It answered many of my
questions, but not the most important one:
Why?

* Surrender of the Dachau Concentration
Camp, 29 Apr 45—the True Account by
John H. Linden, 1998 (John Linden is the
son of Brig. Gen. Linden.)

Liberating Dachau—an eyewitness account

Howard
Margol

BY



Page 28 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN May-June 2013

By Jonathan Barach

YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT. “Chosen
Food: Cuisine, Culture, and American
Jewish Identity” runs through May 27 at
The Breman Museum. This exhibition,
organized by the Jewish Museum of
Maryland, includes contributions from
Atlantans in its examination of the signifi-
cance of Jewish meals. For details, visit
www.thebreman.org or call 678-222-3700.

ANNE FRANK EXHIBITION EXTEND-
ED. “Anne Frank in the World: 1929-1945”
opened in Sandy Springs in February 2010.
Owned by the Anne Frank House and oper-
ated by the Georgia Commission on the
Holocaust, it offers visitors the opportunity
to learn more about the life of Anne Frank
and the terrible events of the Holocaust.
The exhibition consists of more than 600
photographs, a replica of Anne Frank’s
Amsterdam room, “The Short Life of Anne
Frank” video, student artwork, and other
related exhibits. The exhibition is located at
Parkside Shopping Center, 5920 Roswell
Road, Suite 209. For details, visit
annefrankexhibitsandysprings.org.

HOLOCAUST ART EXHIBITION. The
Georgia College & State University
Department of Theatre and the Goodrich
Hillel present “Visas for Life: Righteous
Diplomats,” through May 22. “Visas for
Life,” which premiered at the United
Nations, portrays the diplomats who risked
their professions and even their lives, vio-
lating their own country’s rules in order to

rescue Jews during the Nazi occupation by
granting them visas to escape. The exhibi-
tion takes place on the Georgia College
campus, at the Wooten-Garner House
ArtFix Gallery, 131 South Clarke Street, in
Milledgeville. Hours are 9:00 a.m.-5:00
p.m. or by appointment. Call 478-445-
4572.

FINE ARTS SHOWCASE AND SPRING
MUSICAL. On May 19, 6:00-9:00 p.m.,
stroll the Weber School galleries, listen to
poetry readings, and then enjoy the opening
night of Weber’s Spring Musical, The 25th
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, a one-
act musical comedy. To RSVP, visit weber-
school.org or call 404-917-2500.

CHYATTE LECTURE. This year’s Chyatte
Lecture features Benedict B. Benigno,
M.D. The lecture takes place May 22, 7:30
p.m., at Temple Sinai, 5645 Dupree Drive,
NW, Atlanta. Dr. Benigno, founder of the
Ovarian Cancer Institute, in Atlanta, has
practiced gynecologic oncology for more
than 30 years and has seen a large number
of cases of ovarian cancer. In partnership
with researchers at Georgia Tech, he is con-
ducting innovative research leading to ear-
lier detection and more effective treatment
of ovarian cancer. The event is open to the
community at no charge, but RSVPs are
requested. Call 404-252-3073.

FAMOUS UNKNOWNS. Scholar Barbara
Rosenblit, of The Weber School, will speak
on the topic of “Famous Jewish Women
You’ve Never Heard Of,” at the general

meeting of The Mt. Scopus group of
Greater Atlanta Hadassah, May 22, at 7:30
p.m. The Mt. Scopus group and
Congregation Or VeShalom Sisterhood are
co-sponsoring the meeting, which will be
held at Congregation OVS, 1681 N. Druid
Hills Road, Atlanta. RSVP by May 17 to
Suzy Tibor, 404-636-8582 or suzytib@bell-
south.net.

2013 COMMUNITY HONOR ROLL. At
Yeshiva Atlanta’s Gala Evening, June 2,
5:30 p.m., at The Temple, Carol and Ian
Ratner, Sue Loubser, Alumnus Scott Forbus
(‘99), and retiring faculty members Dr. Fred
Coolick and Al Wolmer will be honored for
their commitment and dedication to
Yeshiva Atlanta, Jewish education, and the
broader community. For details, visit
yeshivaatlanta.org.

STOP OVERTHINKING. “Women Who
Worry…and Think…and Over Think Too
Much” is June 8, 9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. In this
seminar, led by Atlanta psychiatrist Dr.
Ross Grumet, learn why women overthink,
stay awake at night overthinking, question
their happiness, and are flooded with emo-
tional thoughts. Learn and practice how to
escape negative thoughts, manage thinking,
and lean into happiness. The seminar fee is
$250. For more information or to register,
call 678-685-8082 or e-mail info@doctor-
grumet.com. To learn more about Dr.
Grumet, visit www.psychiatryatlanta.com.

TEACHING THE HOLOCAUST. The
Weinberg Center for Holocaust Education
at The Breman Museum has opened regis-
tration for The 22nd Annual Birnbaum
Summer Institute on Teaching the
Holocaust, which runs June 9-14. The
course includes unforgettable eyewitness

accounts by Holocaust survivors, lectures
on history and pedagogy, and free class-
room resources. A limited number of edu-
cator scholarships are still available. For
more information and to register, contact
Sally Levine, specialist for Teacher and
Curriculum Development, at slevine@the-
breman.org.

FEDERATION ANNUAL MEETING.
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta’s
107th Annual Meeting is June 11, at 6:00
p.m. Annual Award winners will be hon-
ored, and new Board of Trustees members
will be installed. Jeremy Fingerman, CEO
of Foundation for Jewish Camp, is keynote
speaker. The event is free and open to the
community. For information, visit
www.jewishatlanta.org.

CAMP GAN ISRAEL. Chabad of Cobb
offers several camp options this summer.
Camp Gan Izzy for boys and girls (rising K-
5th graders), Boys’ Sports Camp (rising
3rd-5th graders), and Kiddie Camp (2-4
years) are June 24-July 26. Girls’ Cooking
Camp, for rising 6th- 7th- and 8th-graders,
is July 15-26. The camps include activities
in indoor air-conditioned facilities and on
five acres of outdoor fields and play-
grounds, plus field trips every week. Visit
www.cgicobb.org or call 770-565-4412 for
more information.

LIMMUDFEST. Limmudfest is Limmud
Atlanta + Southeast’s multi-day retreat over
Labor Day Weekend, August 30-September
2, at Camp Ramah Darom, in Clayton, GA.
Learn, play, and connect in the beautiful
North Georgia Mountains. For details, visit
limmudse.org.

Thought You’d Like To Know

Debbie Sasson has been named a first-
place winner in the 3rd annual PBS
LearningMedia and The Henry Ford
Foundation Teacher Innovator Awards. 

These awards honor a distinguished
group of Pre-K-12 educators from across
the country who are using digital media in
unique ways to improve students’ learning

across key
subject areas.
Thirty teach-
ers were rec-
ognized, with
10 each
receiving 1st-
, 2nd-, and
3 r d - p l a c e
honors.

Sasson
has received
this recogni-
tion as The
E p s t e i n

School is transitioning to a blended learn-
ing environment, for which the school has
been lauded. 

“Across the nation, educators at every
level of school are embracing digital media
more than ever to engage students
in the arts, math, reading, science,
and social studies to inspire higher
achievement and better perform-
ance,” said Rob Lippincott, senior
vice president, Education Strategy
and Partnerships, PBS. 

“We congratulate the thirty
winners, who innovatively created
exemplary digital lesson plans to
ignite 21st-century learners, and
salute all the participating teachers
for their passion and dedication
towards education,” said Paula
Gangopadhyay, chief learning
officer for The Henry Ford
Foundation.

“I appreciate this recogni-
tion, and I am grateful that, as a
result, I will now have the oppor-
tunity to participate in a week-
long ‘Innovation Immersion Experience’ at
The Henry Ford Awards in Michigan this
summer,” said Mrs. Sasson. “I am also

excited that, through the student’s projects,
Israel’s innovative character, which was at

the core of the winning entry, will receive
attention too.”

The Epstein School has a long and

established history of national recognition
for educational excellence and innovation.

In 2005, the school was recog-
nized by the U.S. Department
Education as an Education
Innovator.
Debbie Sasson has been a teacher
at The Epstein School for five
years. She is well known among
her peers as an avid and savvy user
of technology, implementing a
blended learning approach in the
classroom and utilizing everything
from ActiveBoards to online
resources and iPads. In the project
that was submitted for award
review, students used technology
in a variety of ways to explore the
unique and revolutionary contribu-
tions that Israel has made to soci-
ety in myriad fields, including
agriculture, technology, medicine,
arts, science, the environment,

fashion, and more. The project culminated
in an “Israel Innovations Expo,” where stu-
dents showcased their projects. 

Epstein educator Debbie Sasson wins national award

Debbie Sasson with 8th-grade students Jenny Lee
Judenberg, Becky Arviv and Maddie Grossoff

Debbie Sasson
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By Erin O’Shinskey

CONFRONTING DISCRIMINATION. Dr.
Perry Brickman spoke at the May 6 screen-
ing of From Silence to Recognition:
Confronting Discrimination in Emory’s
Dental School History at Chattanooga’s
Jewish Cultural Center. One of many

Jewish stu-
dents who
“flunked out”
of Emory’s
now defunct
School of
D e n t i s t r y
b e t w e e n
1948-1961,
Dr. Brickman
was inspired
to seek
redress when,
in a 2006
exhibit on

Jews at Emory, he saw a graph document-
ing Jewish dental students’ failure rates. His
work with the Anti-Defamation League to
obtain additional research and his inter-
views with other Jewish students spurred
Emory Vice President Gary Hauk to have
this important film made. 

FIDF GALA. The Friends of the Israel
Defense Forces National NY Gala Dinner,
on March 12, raised $27 million. Over
1,400 prominent business and philanthrop-
ic leaders from across the country gathered
at the historic Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. FIDF
Chairman Emeritus Arthur Stark chaired
the gala, and nationally syndicated radio
host Dr. Monica Crowley was master of
ceremonies. FIDF Atlanta Region sent a
special delegation that included, among
others, Executive Director Caryn Liss and
Executive Board Member Garry Sobel.
Funds raised will provide scholarships to
former soldiers, financial support for sol-
diers in need, and other services. 

FIDF Atlanta Region VP of Outreach
Hadarah Ishak, Gen. Yakov
Shaharabani, Executive Director of
the FIDF Atlanta Region Caryn Liss,
Atlanta Executive Board Member
Garry Sobel, FIDF Chairman Nily
Falic, and FIDF National Director and
CEO Maj. Gen. (Res.) Yitzhak (Jerry)
Gershon (Photos: Shahar Azran)

2013 EPSTEIN CELEBRATION. On April
21, hundreds of guests from The Epstein
School paid tribute to honoree Ron
Kirschner at the 2013 Epstein Celebration.
Parents, faculty, staff, and members of the
Epstein community bid at the auction,
enjoyed delectable food from Added Touch
Catering, drank in the ambiance created by
EventScapes, and danced to music by
Smothered & Covered. 

Epsteinʼs current Board President
Ted Blum (left) and Past President
Robert Franco (right) joined together
to honor past president and honoree
Ron Kirschner (center) at the 2013
Epstein Celebration.

Sid Kirschner (father of honoree Ron
Kirschner) with Epstein Board
President Ted Blum and his wife,
Leah Blum

Longtime Epstein supporters and
past presidents Lynne and Jack
Halpern

Jordy Gamson, Cathy Selig, and
Bryan Lewis

CHECK IT OUT. It’s The Journey, Inc.,
producer of the Atlanta 2-Day Walk for
Breast Cancer, awarded Greater Atlanta
Hadassah a $3,750 grant for its Check It
Out! breast health and cancer awareness
program. Check It Out! is held primarily in
high schools, but also in colleges, organiza-
tions, and businesses in greater Atlanta.
Funding allows the program to distribute
information about breast health to Check It
Out! program attendees. GAH partners with
Northside Hospital for this vital program. 

Glenn Martin (from left), Itʼs The
Journey chairman of the board;
Susan Casella; Ellen Banov; Laurel
Sybilrud, Itʼs The Journey grants
chair; and Kimberly Goff, Itʼs The
Journey executive director

MY JEWISH LIFE WINNER
ANNOUNCED. Michelle Krebs Levy is
the winner of Federation’s first-ever My
Jewish Life contest, which awards a prize
worth up to $10,000. Videos entries were
submitted online and voted on by commu-
nity members. The contest is designed to
help one lucky Jewish Atlanta family or
individual enrich their Jewish experience
for one year. Michelle aspires to create a
non-profit that will foster a “fun, cool, and
modern way to be Jewish.” 

AGING IN STYLE. The William Breman
Jewish Home held an Aging in Style bene-
fit luncheon and fashion show featuring
styles designed for 30-to-70-somethings at
Neiman Marcus. Attendees learned about
the different communities of The Home,
which has served the elderly for over 60
years. The event was co-chaired by Cherie
Aviv and Sara Kogon, longtime friends of
The Home. 

Host Committee members Abbey
Flaum (back, from left), Tonia
Sellers, Alli Medof, Lois Blonder,
Ellen Goldstein, and Elaine
Blumenthal; Co-chairs (front) Cherie
Aviv and Sara Kogon 

COOKING UP SOME FUN. Students of
Congregation Or Hadash’s religious school,
Machon Hadash, literally took a hands-on
approach to learning about Passover by
making their own matzoh during a Family
Learning Day. More than just a messy good
time, the activity is consistent with Machon
Hadash’s unique approach to learning,
which involves providing rich and joyful
experiences. Machon Hadash’s Matzah
Factory also gave the students an opportu-
nity to “break in” the kitchen in
Congregation Or Hadash’s new building. 

Machon Hadash matzoh makers Abe
Wachter and Hannah Throne

Rachel Urbach (right) and Rebecca
Robins, 1st-graders at Greenfield
Hebrew Academy, recently raised
$125 at their lemonade stand to help
fund their upcoming overnight zoo
trip. They set up everything them-
selves, deciding on prices, times,
and what they were going to sell.
They made the lemonade and helped
bake cookies.

MISH MASH 

Dr. Perry Brickman

See MISHMASH, page 42
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By Belle Klavonsky

WINNERS AGAIN. For five years, The
Weber School has competed against two
dozen Jewish high schools from the U.S.
and Canada in the National Moot Beit Din
(Mock Rabbinic Court) Competition.
Weber won 1st place in this year’s competi-
tion, held April 21, in Philadelphia, making
this its fourth 1st-place win. For the compe-
tition, teams are given a factual dilemma,
research the Talmud and Jewish law, render
a written rabbinic court opinion, and orally
defend their decision before a panel of rab-
bis. Pictured: Moot Beit Din team members
Daniel Gordon (from left), Adina Karpuj,
Hillel Brenner, Daniela Friedman, and Ilan
Palte

TENNIS, ANYONE? The Weber Rams
Tennis Teams had impressive region tourna-
ment finishes. The Girls Tennis Team is the
2013 Region 1-AAA Team Champion. The
Boys Tennis Team had a solid finish as the
2013 Region 1-AAA Team Runner-Up. In
Girls Singles, Lauren Rein is Region
Champ for the third straight year, and Eden
Axler took 4th place. In Girls Doubles, Joni
Seligson and Samantha Leff are Region
Doubles Champions, and Elana Axler and
Samantha Krantz took 4th place. In Boys
Singles, Jonathan Shuster took 4th place; in
Boys Doubles, Ben Lechter and Jake
Weiser are Region Doubles Runners-Up.
Pictured: (from left) Joni Seligson, Lauren
Rein, and Samantha Leff

GOVERNOR’S HONORS. The
Governor’s Honors Program is a residential

summer program for gifted and talented
high school juniors and seniors. Out of
3,000 nominees, 690 finalists were chosen

to participate in
the 2013 pro-
gram. The
Weber School’s
D a n i e l a
Friedman (pic-
tured) was
selected for her
high aptitude
and achieve-
ment in mathe-
matics. In the
p r o g r a m ,

Daniela will engage in small and large
group work, cooperative projects, and indi-
vidual efforts. She will learn the importance
of the use of appropriate technology, and by
the end of the program, she will have an
increased ability to apply intellectual and
technological tools to problem solving.

HOLE IN ONE. Junior Justin Silver (pic-
tured) helped
bring The
Weber School
golf team to
victory, defeat-
ing Brandon
Hall 156-155,
with a once-in-
a - l i f e t i m e
achievement on
the last hole—a
hole in one!

FROM MEMORY TO ACTION. Every
year, two Atlanta high school students begin
the Yom HaShoah service by placing a Star
of David wreath at the foot of the Memorial
to the Six Million in Greenwood Cemetery.
This year, Weber students Adam Shapiro
and Daniela Friedman, shown here, were
selected for this honor. Among their many
services to Weber and the larger communi-
ty, Daniela and Adam participated in Peace
by Piece, an interfaith collaboration among
The Weber School, The W.D. Mohammed
School, and Marist High School. 

THE ART OF THE TRIAL. Weber senior
Ben Stolovitz (pictured) is the winner of
this year’s Craig Harding Memorial Court
Artist Contest. The contest is open to artis-
tically talented students at schools that
actively participate in the State Mock Trial
Competition. Art teacher Amber Singleton
provided Ben with direction and support, as
he navigated the competition as Weber’s
first-ever entrant. Ben won the regional
competition before moving on to the state
competition. Ben joins Weber’s other Mock
Trial winners, Joseph Brickman and David
Martin (Best Witness) and Daniel Gordon
and Zoey Weissman (Best Attorney).

CHANGES AFOOT AT YESHIVA
ATLANTA. For the 2013-2014 academic
year, Yeshiva Atlanta will add new
Advanced Placement courses in biology,
environmental science, U.S. government
and politics, and world history. This is in
addition to adding AP studio art three years
ago and AP English language and composi-
tion this school year. YA has also created a
new English class, Creative Writing and
Current Events, and will introduce a new
history class, An International History of
the United States Through Film and Novels.

FLIGHTS OF FANCY. B’nai Torah
Preschool students, shown here, had an
exciting Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebration.
Each classroom had activities representing
different cities in Israel. The parents served
as tour guides, while the teachers took
classes around to visit the different stations.
They “took off” from the classroom and
arrived at customs in Ben Gurion Airport to
get their passport stamped and start their
journey. They saw a museum display of
Israeli objects in Tel Aviv, created mosaic
hamsas in Tsfat, did sand art in Eilat, and
made several other stops. The morning
ended with Israeli dancing, singing, and a
parade with Israeli flags.

INTERFAITH SEDER. The Epstein School
welcomed Faith Lutheran School to an
interfaith Seder, created to engage students
in sharing their faiths and foster religious
tolerance and respect. Through dialogue
and sharing of a Seder meal, students
learned about one another’s faiths and
developed a genuine friendliness and appre-
ciation as they got to know one another.
Epstein 7th-grader Adam Sturisky places a
piece of matzoh in a bag to hide until the
end of the meal. Known as the Afikomen, it
is symbolic of future redemption. Pictured:
(from right) Adam Sturisky, Lior Granath,
Juliana Zitron, and Neri Cohen

FIRST SPRING CONCERT. Under the
direction of music specialist Gale Scott, The
Epstein School Band held its first spring
concert. Parents and elementary students
enjoyed hearing “When the Saints Go
Marching In,” “Ode to Joy,” “Mexican
Clapping Dance,” “Morning,” “Inception,”
and “Hard Rock Blues.” The band finished
the Shabbat performance with “Mah Yafeh
Hayom,” and the entire audience was invit-
ed to join in the song. Pictured: 3rd-grader
Salo Szumstein

THAT’S TALENT. Seventeen Epstein 7th-
graders scored high enough on the ACT to
receive State Level recognition and/or be
eligible to participate in the Duke
University Talent Identification Program’s
Center for Summer Studies or Academy for
Summer Studies; two students qualified for
Grand Level recognition. Pictured: (back,
from left) Lior Granath, Jeffrey Parmet,
Josh Izenson, Nick Lalli, Scott Fineberg,
Jordan Arbiv, and Gidon Kowalsky (Grand
Recognition); (middle) Adam Sturisky,
Mikayla Hertz, Atara Zibitt, Maci
Benveniste, and Sophia Jaye; and (front)
Lily Schneider, Rebecca Greenberg, Liora
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Dressler, Robyn Salzberg, and Rachel
Greenwald (Grand Recognition)

TRACK AND FIELD. The Epstein Eagles
Track and Field Team had an incredibly
successful season. In a meet with about
eight schools at the Davis Academy,
Epstein took 1st place in every event in
which it competed. Shaun Regenbaum
placed 1st in long jump and triple jump;
Scott Fineberg placed 1st in shot put and
discus; Becky Arbiv placed 1st in pole
vault, high jump, long jump, shot put, and
triple jump; and Sloan Wyatt placed 1st in
discus. Pictured: (from left) Sloan Wyatt,
Scott Fineberg, Becky Arbiv and Shaun
Regenbaum

A WIN FOR EDUCATION. Davis
Academy 7th-grader Zachary Cohen won
2nd place in the national C-SPAN Video
Cam competition. Zach’s video,
“Education: Take A Spin,” focused on the
importance of education funding. It includ-
ed interviews with Georgia 4th District
Congressman Henry Johnson and Georgia
State Public School Superintendent Dr.
John Barge. Cohen was awarded $1500; his
faculty advisor, Kendrick Phillips will
receive $125 to spend on digital video
equipment for the school. To honor Zack,
representatives from C-SPAN came to
school, on May 9, to present Zack with his
award. Pictured: Kendrick Phillips and
Zachary Cohen

BRIDGES OF UNDERSTANDING. The
Davis Academy 7th-grade class hosted 150
7th-grade peers and their teachers from
Marist School, a Catholic school, on April
19. They got together for a morning of

activities designed to allow the students to
get acquainted and provide a forum for
understanding more about one another’s
religious traditions. Students played games
and had discussions that provided the
opportunity to teach one another about their
own faiths and customs. Davis students
learned about the meaning of communion
and Lent, for example, while Marist stu-
dents learned about Jewish holidays, the
Torah, and many other topics. 

MATH MASTERS. Davis Academy 4th-
graders won 1st place in the Online Math
League competition, in which over 7,000
students nationwide competed. With perfect
scores in all testing rounds, Davis 4th-grad-
er Will Hopkins landed a 1st-place individ-
ual honor. Scores were compiled from three
rounds of testing, done in November,
January/February, and March. Members of
the winning team, shown here, are (from
left) Jacob Frank, Zachary Nadel, Will
Hopkins, Baila Blanchar, and Tyler
McMahon (not pictured: Lily
Fleischmann). In addition, 7th-grader Kyle
Newman and 8th-grader Levi Durham took
3rd-place honors, and 7th-grader Jared
Coffsky took a 5th-place honor. 

SAVE THE AUTHORS. The Davis
Academy Lower School Media Center, in
collaboration with independent Decatur
bookstore Little Shop of Stories, hosted the
National Endangered Author Tour. Davis
3rd-6th graders rescued four authors from
an evil game-show host by answering trivia
questions about each of their books. The
authors (Curtis Jobling, Wereworld: Rise of
the Wolf; Geoff Rodkey, The Chronicles of
Egg: Deathweather and Sunrise; Adam
Gidwitz, A Tale Dark and Grimm; and
Jacqueline West, The Books of Elsewhere:
The Shadows) spoke to the students, who
were also entertained by emcee Peter
McNerney, from Story Pirates. Shown here
is Curtis Jobling (left)

FOR ISRAEL. During a day of Yom
Ha’Atzmaut activities celebrating Israel’s
65th birthday, Davis Mechina kindergarten

prep students Brady George, Peyton Frank,
and Isaac Katz wave flags to show their
spirit and support for Israel. The day includ-
ed Israeli music, dancing, and food.

FAR OUT! During a three-day trip to the
U.S. Space & Rocket Center, in Huntsville,
Alabama, Davis Academy 6th-graders had
a blast learning about space and technology
with lots of hands-on activities. Here,
would-be astronauts Jason Marcus, Sidnie
Gothard, and Emily Shapiro pose for the
camera.

IMMIGRATION DAY. Fourth-graders at
Greenfield Hebrew Academy made history
come alive with their Immigration Project,
incorporating technology, creative writing,
music, and more. Their research uncovered
the fact that, among the 32 students, 21 dif-
ferent countries of origin appear in their
family trees. The fruits of their hard work
can be viewed in the Immigration Gallery
of Learning that currently adorns the walls
outside their classroom. As a culmination of
the project, 4th-graders performed in a play
dramatizing the immigrant experience.
Here, Matthew Kaplan portrays a new
immigrant heading for freedom in the
United States.

RIBBONS AND STARS. GHA 5th-grade
students presented a memorial service for
the Middle School for Yom HaShoah,
Holocaust Remembrance Day. The presen-
tation paid tribute to Anne Frank, a middle
schooler herself when she went into hiding
at the age of thirteen. Here, students per-
form interpretive movement with ribbons,
ultimately replacing a yellow and black
Jewish star with a blue- and white-one.

Pictured: (from left) Eliana Dosehtareh,
Joshua Anderson, Bar Stern, Arielle
Wallenstein, Zechariah Mainzer (kneeling),
Leead Silverstone, Natan Friedman, and
Sarah Solon

LIVING BIOGRAPHY. GHA 3rd-graders
put on an amazing interactive show with
their Living Biography Museum. Students
researched and became experts on the biog-
raphical figures of their choice, then pre-
pared a visual product to help them share
what they have learned. Finally, they
dressed up as their biographical figures and
were interviewed by their audience. People
from the past and the present mingled in
Homburger Commons, talking about their
remarkable lives. Here, Moti Gabay and
Jodi Fleisig Gabay discuss the famous walk
on the moon with astronaut Neil Armstrong
(Ari Gabay). 

YOM HAZIKARON. GHA 6th-grade stu-
dents presented a memorial service for the
Middle School for Yom HaZikaron, Israel’s
Memorial Day. The presentation paid trib-
ute to two young soldiers, Uri Azulay and
Tom Koren, who were killed by an explo-
sive trap in Lebanon in 1996. The 6th-
graders remembered the soldiers and the
victims of terror who died for the State of
Israel with songs and poems in Hebrew and
English. Sgt. Koren’s sister, Bat-Chen
Koren, spoke movingly of missing her
brother every day, despite the years that
have passed. Here, students (Sam David,
center front) view a photomontage, includ-
ing the newspaper headlines announcing
the soldiers’ deaths. 

See CLASSNOTES, page 32
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INDEPENDENCE DAY. GHA crackled
with excitement during the celebration of
Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s Independence
Day. The festivities opened with an assem-
bly conducted by the 7th grade, featuring
songs, a flag drill, and videos. Students then
rotated through several Israel-themed activ-
ities, enjoyed a gala barbecue, and watched
movies about Israel. There were many types
of Israeli crafts and foods for all students
throughout the day. Here, Heather Grant, a

pre-K student, proudly displays the Israeli
flag that she made.

SENIOR TRIP. GHA 8th-grade students
just returned from their senior trip to Israel.
They spent 16 days touring the country, par-
ticipating in Israeli life, and retracing the
footsteps of the heroes of Judaism. They
hiked through scenes of breathtaking natu-
ral beauty, watched the somber scenes of
Holocaust Memorial Day, and celebrated
Yom Ha’atzmaut. From the view of a dis-
tant past in Abraham’s tent to a first-hand
glimpse of Israel’s present at an active tank
base in the Golan Heights, GHA’s eighth-
graders brought home a lifetime’s worth of
memories. Here, Alex Smirin prays at the
Western Wall in Jerusalem.

From page 31

Classnotes

I receive a quarterly bulletin from Tel
Aviv, Igud Yotsei Sin, a publication about
Jews who once lived in China. It comes in
three sections: English, Russian, and
Hebrew. Since I am fluent only in English
and Russian, I toss the Hebrew portion.

The almost 100 pages keep me abreast
of all the doings of my childhood friends,
who are scattered throughout the world and
send in their news of families and activities
wherever they live. Sadly, at this time of
our lives (we are mostly in our 80s and

older), there are also many obituaries.
When I was a youngster in Shanghai,

my rabbi and his family lived a few doors
down from us, and our little synagogue,
which is now a museum, was around the
corner. The rabbi, who signed my birth cer-
tificate, and the rebbetzin had two girls and
one boy. 

Moshe—or Mosia as we called him—
was about 11 when he was sent to his
grandparents in Palestine to study and
become a rabbi. Mosia was a thin, pale
young boy, and, for sure, was not asked for
his opinion about being sent away from his
parents and sisters, which was the tradition
back then in Orthodox Jewish families.
Boys were sent to a cheder to study and
then to a yeshiva in another larger town or
city. I just read in the Igud bulletin that
Rabbi Mosia passed away in Jerusalem.

I recall my father, Jacob Friend, telling
me that he, too, as a young boy was sent
away from his family in the shtetl to study
in the big city of Vilna, where he lived with
a rabbi’s family. The boys studied from
sunup to sundown, Torah and prayers, and
never learned anything about geography,
history, or literature. Their meals must have
been very sparse, with precious little that
could be considered healthy or tasty today.
My father once told me that the boys would
“drinktsas on mit kalten vasser, shtelt de
boich tsoom aiven, and is vert haiseh
taih”—that is, they would drink cold water
and put their bellies against the stove until
the water became hot tea. What a dream
that was, the longing for hot tea—those
poor boys, studying all day by candlelight
during those dim, cold days, and the best
they could hope for was hot tea.

In sharp contrast, I think of my grand-
son Scott Baumwald, almost 18, who has
lived with the warmth of his parents and
siblings around him, who has had good

food all his life, and has not wanted for any-
thing, ever. Scott has traveled around the
world, has attended the fine Athens
Academy, and is now headed for the
University of Georgia. He has chosen his
clothes and his car, played baseball, and
engaged in other activities of his choosing.
He has participated in his school’s theater,
been bar mitzvahed, and participated in his
temple’s activities. He has been to the
beach, the mountains, and places in
between. I hope he knows that he is fortu-
nate in every respect. 

My other grandson, Tom Black, is
eight years old and still in elementary
school. He, too, lives with his parents and
would never be sent away to study in a
strange place. As he grows older, I am sure
he will do a lot of activities of his choice.

I am sure that there are still many
young Jewish boys who are sent off to
study at boarding schools or yeshivot and
will grow up not knowing their parents’
warmth and love. How sad.

Sending them away

Balfoura Friend
Levine

BY

The American-Israel Chamber of
Commerce, Southeast Region, will cele-
brate the 12th annual Eagle Star Awards
Gala, May 30, 6:00-9:00 p.m. The event
will take place at the HP
Graphic Arts
Experience Center, in
Alpharetta.

Noted author,
speaker, and entrepre-
neur Barbara Babbitt
Kaufman will be the
event’s emcee.

The Eagle Star
Gala is AICC’s commu-
nity flagship event,
honoring the people and
companies who have
contributed most to the
Southeast-Israel busi-
ness relationship. Long-
time AICC President
Tom Glaser will be rec-
ognized with the
Chamber Founders
award. Glaser recently announced plans to
retire, following his 21 years of service to
the organization. The South Carolina
Research Authority will receive the
Community Partner award, in recognition
of its extraordinary role in the success of
the South Carolina-Israel Collaboration.

Hewlett-Packard (HP) is considered
the second largest investor in Israeli infor-
mation technology, after Intel. Israel is one
of the few countries where HP has a mas-
sive presence, with almost 6,000 employ-
ees, and Alpharetta, Georgia, is the
Americas headquarters for its products
developed in Israel under the Indigo and
Scitex Vision brands. 

“It is altogether fitting that HP host this
year’s gala, given their huge investments in
Israel and the importance of the Southeast
to the sales and distribution of their Israel-

made products,” said event
chairman Barry Sobel, of
Deutsche Bank
Alex.Brown. 

The event will also honor
the Israeli Company of the
Year and Deal of the Year.
Arkal Automotive,
ClickDimensions, and
Delek will compete for the
Israeli Company of the
Year award. Three transac-
tions—EndoChoice/Peer
Medical, NCR/Retalix,
and SintecMedia/Argo
Systems—will compete
for the Deal of the Year
award.

The American-Israel
Chamber of Commerce is
a bi-national business

association with the mission of increasing
economic development by fostering under-
standing, cooperation, and business rela-
tionships between Israel and the Southeast.
Since its founding in 1992, AICC has been
involved in completed transactions valued
at over $1 billion, creating jobs and bene-
fiting the economies of both Israel and the
Southeast. 

AICC targets a range of projects
involving import, export, research & devel-
opment, direct investment, and joint ven-
tures. Key areas of focus include software,
communications, cleantech, life sciences,
and security. For details, visit
www.aiccse.org.

AICC will honor its long-time 
president at Eagle Star gala

Tom Glaser



By George Jordan

Barry Benator, an Atlanta resident and
Georgia Tech graduate, was a Naval officer
aboard nuclear submarines from 1969 to
1971. Recently, I had the opportunity to
interview Barry about this phase of his life. 

Barry, how did you get interested in sub-
marines? 

I was a midshipman in the Naval
ROTC program at Georgia Tech in the
1960s. In that program, in the summer
between their junior and senior years, mid-
shipmen are ordered to six weeks of active
duty. I was hoping to receive orders to serve
on a destroyer in the Mediterranean Sea;
what I was given was orders to go to Key
West to serve on a diesel-electric subma-
rine—a WWII class submarine.

I reported onboard the USS Sea Cat
(SS 399) in 1965, and after two weeks of
operations and seeing how those sub-
marines operated and the quality of the peo-
ple onboard, I realized that this was what I
wanted to do when I graduated as an officer.
It was a great six-week tour. I got to see
what submarine operations were about. My
next step was to apply to become part of the
nuclear Navy. 

Tell me about your meeting with Admiral
Hyman Rickover. 

After graduating from Georgia Tech in
1966 with my bachelor of electrical engi-
neering degree, I stayed at Tech to work on
my master’s degree. A few months before
graduating with my master of science
degree, I received orders to go to
Washington, D.C., to be interviewed by
Admiral Rickover. (All prospective nuclear
submarine officers were required to be
interviewed by the admiral.) 

My meeting was relatively easy com-
pared to some other candidates’. The first
part of the process was to meet with some
of the admiral’s people to ensure you had
the technical qualifications—the math and
physics background—to be an officer in the
Navy nuclear power program.

I think my interview was relatively
easy because I was working on my master’s
degree, and I had the engineering creden-
tials to be a good candidate for the program.
Some applicants were called back for a sec-
ond interview. My whole interview lasted
less than a minute. Within about an hour of
my interview with the admiral, I was told I
had been accepted into the program.

Is it correct that Admiral Rickover is known
as “The Father of the Nuclear Navy”? 

Yes.

What about life in general on a submarine?
What are some of the advantages and neg-
atives about serving on a submarine?

A typical submarine patrol lasted 60-70
days, mostly submerged. There was no e-
mail, texting, or the like back in the late
1960s and early 1970s. A
nuclear fast-attack sub-
marine had a crew of
about 120 people, of
which 12 were officers.
You got to know every-
one on the boat, and I
enjoyed the camaraderie
and the missions. 

How do you foresee the
role of the submarine in
the areas of offense and
defense for the security of
the country and working
with coalitions around
the world?

We must stay vigilant as a country.
There are countries and terrorists who want
us dead. Submarines can help us maintain
our security and freedom, because they are
stealthy and can go places other ships can-
not. In addition to torpedoes, which were
my submarine’s primary method of attack
and defense, today’s subs have as armament
torpedoes and missiles that can attack land
targets. We can also put SEALs ashore to
gather intelligence and attack enemy tar-
gets. Of course, we have nuclear-tipped
missiles, which will give any country pause
should they consider employing nuclear
weapons against us. They are our stealth
strategic deterrent.

When I was on active duty aboard USS
Whale (SSN 638), it was in the middle of
the Cold War. We would go out to sea as a
fast-attack sub with missions that were
complementary with the Polaris and
Poseidon missile boats (sometimes referred
to as “boomers”). The missile boats would
carry 16 nuclear-tipped missiles that could
go several thousand miles. (Today’s Trident
submarines carry 24 missiles). 

Our mission was to go to sea and keep
track of where the Soviet subs were, so if
we did go to war, we could sink them before
they could launch against us. Our primary
mission during the Cold War was to track
the Soviet subs through our sonar and
record information about them. And they
would be doing the same to us. Our job was
to know everything we could about them,
about where they were, so if we did go to
war, we could shoot them before they shot
us. Of course, we practiced torpedo attacks
so we would be ready to sink them if the
cold war turned hot. 

Did you ever have any confrontations while
you were tracking them?

One thing I can tell you about, because
it is not classified, occurred in 1970. King
Hussein of Jordan was kicking Arafat and
the guerrillas out of Jordan. Our submarine
was ordered into the Mediterranean Sea to
keep an eye on the Soviet ships that were

there. I was the officer of the deck when we
needed to come to periscope to conduct
ship operations at a shallow depth. (My sub

could operate at depths
400 feet and deeper.)
Prior to coming to
periscope depth, the ship
was brought to 120 feet,
where our sonarmen per-
formed a 360-degree
sonar search to make sure
there were no close con-
tacts. We didn’t hear any-
thing. 

I gave the order to
bring the ship to periscope
depth and began looking
out the periscope on our
way up to 68 feet. As I
rotated the periscope to

check for close contacts, there in my sights
was a Soviet Foxtrot class submarine tied
up alongside a Soviet tender. And that was
a surprise, because we did not hear them.
They were dead in the water, so they were
not making noise that we could hear on our
sonar. They were about 5,000 yards away. 

I made sure our ship was on a course to
not hit the Soviet ships or be seen by them
and called the captain to the attack center.
We took some pictures of the Soviet ships
to possibly gain intelligence about them.
They never knew we were there. This
stealth operation was one of the most excit-
ing things that happened to me during my
service on Whale.

Tell us about your naval career after you
left active duty. 

I very much enjoyed submarining and
gave serious consideration to making it a
career. However, I wanted to see my chil-
dren grow up, and fast-attack submarine
operations at that time put us at sea 75% of
the time. So I accepted a commission in the
Naval Reserve and served from 1971 to
1994, when I retired as a captain. During
that period, I had the privilege to serve as
commanding officer of five Naval Reserve
units.

Do you have any current contact with the
military? 

I am currently commander of Jewish

War Veterans Atlanta Bicentennial Post
112. Our post comprises veterans who have
served in World War II, Korea, Vietnam, the
Cold War, Persian Gulf War, Iraq, and other
military operations. We welcome all Jewish
veterans to our organization. 

The mission of the Jewish War
Veterans is to serve our country’s veterans,
past and present. Some of our post’s activi-
ties include holding regular Christmas,
bingo, and pizza parties for veterans at the
Atlanta and Milledgeville medical centers
and nursing homes. We have provided
funds to renovate a waiting room at the
Atlanta Veterans Administration Medical
Center, and we provide transportation for
veterans to the annual Shrine Circus in
Atlanta. 

On Memorial Day and Veterans Day,
we place American flags on graves of vet-
erans at cemeteries in Atlanta. We also vol-
unteer at Atlanta Hartsfield Jackson
International Airport, to take care of depart-
ing and returning veterans who pass
through our airport. In addition, we serve as
honor guard for veterans who have recently
passed away. 

How can people join or support the activi-
ties of the Jewish War Veterans? 

Many of the activities of the Jewish
War Veterans are supported by family and
friends of our members. These supporting
mensches give of their time to help us with
many of our activities. They will be at
bingo parties, helping veterans with their
bingo cards, placing flags at cemeteries on
Veterans Day and Memorial Day, or helping
with any number of other activities we per-
form to help our veteran heroes. I invite
anyone, veteran or a supporter, to contact
me at 770-998-3302 or bbenator@benate-
ch.com for information about joining or
supporting our activities.

What do you do when you are not serving
our country’s veterans? 

I am married to the former Eileen
Blechner, from Atlanta. We live in Roswell
and have two children and three grandchil-
dren, with another one due in May. I am an
energy management and leadership consult-
ant. 
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Benator recalls his experiences as a submariner

Barry Benator
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Kindergarten, pre-kindergarten, transi-
tion kindergarten—how do you know
where your child will be most successful?
With the world of kindergarten changing so
dramatically over the past several decades,
parents have good reason to ask this ques-
tion. 

The kindergarten of the 1980s is a
world apart from the kindergarten of the
21st century. Children today are expected
to achieve at more advanced levels than
ever before, and there is every indication
that this trend will continue. Why, you may
ask? 

Our universities have elevated their
expectations in hopes of creating a cadre of
graduates better prepared to meet the chal-
lenges of our global world. This necessitat-
ed the elevation of high school graduation
standards, setting in motion a trickle-down
effect. In order to meet entry expectations
at each grade, the preceding grade needed
to accelerate. Kindergarten, which was
once primarily a place to play, dance, sing,
and draw, now emphasizes academics,
interspersed with purposeful play.

So, how do you know if your child is
ready for this new world called “kinder-
garten”? And if your child is ready, which
type of kindergarten? Parents and educators
must work together to ensure that children
are socially and emotionally ready to learn
and to embrace these new kindergarten
expectations. This necessitates matching
children with learning environments that
are aligned with their individual develop-
mental needs. 

Early childhood education expert Dr.
Sandra Crosser shares, “Academic achieve-
ment is only one piece of the school

entrance age puzzle. The child’s physical,
social, and emotional development are key
pieces as well. It would seem that the
course of wisdom is to consider the whole
child, in all of his or her aspects, when
making decisions about school entrance.
The answers are not simple. They are fur-
ther complicated because each child is dif-
ferent biologically and emotionally. Each
child brings his own special characteristics
with him.” (Journal of Educational
Research) 

If the parent and child’s teachers
decide that the traditional kindergarten is
not the right match, then a transition
kindergarten may be the better choice. A
transition kindergarten, such as the much
lauded one at The Epstein School, is stu-
dent-centered, exploratory, and multi-sen-
sory, and it embeds a strong social-emo-
tional component. It has been a very suc-
cessful option for many students with late
spring through early fall birthdays. 

“This year has been a true gift to us and
especially our son,” says Tracy Kaplowitz
Seitz,  parent of a transition kindergarten
student at The Epstein School. “While he
would have been fine moving on to kinder-
garten this year, we know next year he will
truly blossom. We know we will never
regret the decision to give him an extra year
to grow and mature before having to
become a ‘real big kid.’ We love that his
days are balanced with plenty of learning
and lots of play. We are confident the extra
time he is receiving this year will benefit
him beyond any of our expectations.”

The transition kindergarten curriculum
is uniquely designed to meet the needs of
the children in the program. There is a

greater focus on the development of execu-
tive functioning skills, those pre-requisite
skills that enable students to become suc-
cessful learners. The transition kinder-
garten program employs an emerging cur-
riculum that takes children developmental-
ly where they are and moves them forward
to the next level. 

At The Epstein School, transition
kindergarten students who are age-eligible
for kindergarten but opt for the transition
kindergarten are assessed at the end of the
year to determine the best placement for the
following year—kindergarten or 1st grade.
This allows an age-eligible child time to
blossom during the kindergarten year and
transition into the following year with
grade-level options. The transition kinder-
garten provides the “gift of time.”

In the end, whether a parent decides
upon a traditional kindergarten, another
year in pre-kindergarten, or a transition
kindergarten, the main focus should be
understanding the child’s developmental
needs and identifying the best match. Find
a school that takes time to really get to
know your child and your family. Strongly
consider schools that have multiple options
to offer your child. Talk to parents whose
children are currently in the program or
who were recently enrolled. Find out about
the curriculum and how the school differ-
entiates within the class for different chil-
dren. 

Bottom line: find the school that feels
right to you; the one that you leave with
that smile on your face that says, “I found
the right place for my child.” That’s when
you’ll know you’re giving your child the
best gift of all.
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Is my child ready for kindergarten?

• Does my child have a late birthday? 

• Does my child: 
play in a group? 
listen to stories without interrupting? 
follow basic rules and routines? 
stick with and solve simple problems?
share with others?
pay attention for short periods of time?
demonstrate self-control? 
do things independently? 

• Does my child: 
speak understandably? 
follow directions?
express his/her needs to adults?
look at pictures and then tell stories?
recognize rhyming sounds? 

• Does my child:
identify some alphabet letters and sounds?
recognize groups of one, two, three, four,
and five objects?

• Does my child: 
manipulate small objects?
cut with scissors?
button a shirt?
zip up zippers?
trace basic shapes? 
bounce a ball? 

Assessing kindergarten options

Using an ActivBoard, Joshua
Greenberg, a transition kindergarten
student at The Epstein School,
learns about weather.

Sagiv Avigal, Zach Schwartz, and
Davis Seitz, transition kindergarten
students at The Epstein School, col-
laborate on a building project using
Legos.

Julie Cohen, a transition kinder-
garten student at The Epstein
School, works with student Joshua
Greenberg on a Thanksgiving
assignment.

Julie Pollak, a kindergarten teacher,
explores the anatomy of the turtle
with student Isaac Wolf as part of
the experiential science approach to
learning at The Epstein School.

When considering a program for you child, ask yourself the following questions:

What can you do to best prepare you child for kindergarten?

• Read, read, read to your child.
• Limit television/computer time.
• Speak to your child using age appropri-
ate vocabulary, avoiding “baby talk.”
• Play rhyming, counting, and alphabet-
type games.

• Have family conversations that include
your child at the dinner table.
• Go on field trips—to the zoo, museums,
library.
• Establish bedtime routines that include a
story.

• Hug your child often and express your
love to him or her.
• Just have fun and enjoy those special
moments together!

———-



Happy late spring! This is my favorite
time of year in Atlanta. My vegetable garden is
thriving, my potted herbs are ready for cutting,
and the berries on my blueberry bushes will
soon be ripe. This year, I am experimenting
with a new garden addition, a Meyer lemon
tree. If Californians can do it, so can I; I will let
you know how this “squeezes” out or if I
“sour” on this project. 

By the way, it is not too late to plant a gar-
den. A consultation with our local expert,
Daron “Farmer D” Joffe; his dad, Stanley
Joffe; or his knowledgeable staff will give you
all of the information you need to plant an edi-
ble organic garden. 

Daron “Farmer D” Joffe

—————

We have two winners in our midst:
Congratulations to The Cake Lady, Fay
Tenenbaum, along with her granddaughter
Brittany Tenebaum and Director Adam Hirsch,
for their award-winning film. The Cake Lady
was selected as the AJFF Audience Award
Winner for best short film. The documentary
follows Fay as she transitions from her
Cumberland Road home of 60 years to an
assisted living facility. I thoroughly enjoyed
this film about beloved Bubbie Fay, who is an
inspiration to her family and to those around
her. 

The Cake Lady, Fay Tenenbaum

Mazel tov also to Robin Saul, a finalist in
the Manischewitz Cook-Off. Robin has been
kind enough to share her exciting experience
with our readers. (See sidebar.) 

—————

As summer approaches, let’s talk bread
makers, specifically Zojirushi bread makers. I
recently tested the newest model, the Virtuoso
BB-PAC20, and I am hooked. Not only can I
make whole-wheat bread for weekday sand-
wiches, challah for Shabbos, and cinnamon
rolls (yum), but I have also discovered that I
can make jam. So simple! I have already creat-
ed a batch of strawberry jam, and I look for-
ward to using those summer blueberries (the
ones that are currently ripening in my back
yard) and summer peaches to make more jam. 

Zojirushi bread maker

Yes, the bread maker is an investment
($275), but if you have the counter or pantry
space and if you love fresh bread and pre-
serves, go for it. And, as cookbook author Beth
Hensperger points out, in the long run, home-
made bread costs substantially less than store-
bought bread. 

Why did I select the Zojirushi? It makes a
traditionally shaped 2-pound loaf, has a timer
and delay start, and includes two dough hooks
for kneading. Numerous sources rate it #1 for
performance.

BOOKS FOR COOKS

A companion for my new bread maker is
the fabulous book The Bread Lover’s Bread
Machine (Harvard Common Press). The
author, Beth Hensperger, has written ten books
on bread-baking (including James Beard Book
Award winner The Bread Bible), selling
250,000 copies. My friend Caroline Gold rec-
ommended this book, and I am baking my way
through it, page by page. There are sweet
breads, slicing breads, rolls, brioche—I simply
love it. I do have an embarrassing confession:
I now own two bread machines—one for dairy
and one for parve. My husband, Allan, says
that we need to add a room for my kitchen
gadgets and cookbooks. 

Speaking of cookbooks… two more I
like:
• Recipes Remembered by June Feiss Hersh
(Ruder Finn Press, in association with the
Museum of Jewish Heritage). The opening

page of this remarkable book is dedicated to
“…those who are here, and those who are not.

I am forever
humbled and
honored to
share your
stories and
recipes.” The
book is a col-
lection of
c h e r i s h e d
h e i r l o o m
recipes that
reflect our
Jewish her-
itage—jour-
n e y i n g
through the

kosher kitchens of Poland, Austria, Germany,
Belgium, France, Hungary, Czechoslovakia,
Romania, Russia, the Ukraine, and Greece.
The recipes mirror the experiences of sur-
vivors and families that lived to share them.
The stories are variously poignant, horrific,
and heartwarming—recollections of life in
Europe before, during, and after the Holocaust.
June appeared on QVC in March and sold over
4,000 copies of this important cookbook. 

• The New Jewish Table, Modern Seasonal
Recipes for Traditional Dishes by husband-
and-wife team Ellen Kassoff Gray and Todd
Gray (St. Martins Press). This book explores
the melding of two cooking cultures: seasonal
American and Eastern-European Jewish. Since
1999, Todd Gray, owner/chef of the popular

Equinox Restaurant, in Washington, D.C., has
combined his love of farm-to-table ingredients
with his passion for Jewish cuisine. Now with
the publication of this cookbook, the kosher
eater can try some of his acclaimed recipes.
The book shares more than 125 recipes, many
from the restaurant, along with anecdotes, tips,
and reinterpretations of traditional Jewish fam-
ily favorites. I especially like the Chef’s
Appendix, which includes recipes and how-tos
for many cooking basics. This section alone is
worth the price of the book. 

What’s cooking? Email
kosheraffairs@gmail.com. This column is
meant to provide the reader with current trends
and developments in the kosher marketplace.
Since standards of kashruth certification vary,
check with the AKC or your local kashruth
authority to confirm reliability. 

See KOSHER AFFAIRS, page 39
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Roberta
Scher

BY

Kosher Affairs

go ahead...
have yourself 

a ball

Fine jewelry, watches and aRt...

Amsterdam Walk + 500-L3 Amsterdam Ave. + Atlanta + 404/892-8294
Decatur Square + 117 East Court Square + Decatur + 404/370-3979

www.worthmorejewelers.com
(Ask us about trading in your old gold jewelry. It's a great way to buy a great gift, update your jewelry 

collection–or just increase the contents of your wallet!)
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By David Minkus

Going into the rabbinate is not simply a
career, but a lifestyle. It is a choice that
affects my family. My wife, Ilyssa, is “all
in,” and I would not be able to take this
journey without her. 

We are aware that this journey may be
strenuous, but wonderfully meaningful and
worthwhile—but we do have our fears. My
wife’s biggest
fear is that we
will not settle in
or near our
hometown of
Chicago. But
my greatest fear
is that I will end
up in a commu-
nity that does
not remind me
of or resemble
the Fitzgerald
H e b r e w
Congregation. 

Many of
my classmates
have student
pulpits where
they serve as
rabbis once a month or on the High
Holidays, and these are great learning expe-
riences. Some of these pulpits simply fill a
void for both parties, but some end with
lasting relationships. 

I know that my trip from New York
City to South Georgia once a month tran-
scends the typical experience of many of
my classmates. There is nothing typical
about the FHC. This is not simply because
they have a bar in the synagogue, although
that makes for shorter sermons. The syna-
gogue is a true example of quality over
quantity.

Community is not simply sharing kugel
or helping to make a minyan at a shiva
house. Community is driving up to 120
miles to shul or having surgery and coming
to services that night because you need to
be the 10th person. While these examples
may seem extreme, they are the norm and
are indicative of a culture that has been
maintained since the synagogue’s founding.
It is a culture that has quickly been imbued
in me. Obviously, New York City, Chicago,
and Atlanta all have great Jewish communi-
ties, but it has been the time that I have
spent in Fitzgerald that has taught me the
holiness and essence of belonging.

I grew up in Skokie, Illinois, which has

a large Jewish population, with countless
kosher restaurants, Jewish schools, and syn-
agogues. Upon graduation from college, I
moved to the Upper West Side of New York
City, which has all that Skokie has, but in
greater numbers. To come once a month to
this small community, which is devoid of
all the aforementioned luxuries, is simply a
blessing. The things I have come to take for
granted are precious to them and never

taken for granted.
I have learned
about the true
meaning of com-
munity. 

My journey
from 97th Street
and Broadway to
Ben Hill County,
Georgia, is not a
short one. It usual-
ly starts around
6:00 a.m., on
Friday morning,
when I head to
L a G u a r d i a
Airport, then land
in Atlanta, get a
new batch of ice
for my cooler,

rent my car, and hit I-75. After a stop for a
Blizzard at Dairy Queen, I usually arrive
around 3:30 or 4:00 p.m. But at some point
on that drive, I arrive not only physically in
Dixie, but mentally, too. The stress and
exhaustion from traveling are noticeably
absent, and I am filled with excitement and
joy. This day of travel is not a schlep, but a
privilege and one that I cherish. I get to fol-
low in a proud tradition of rabbinical stu-
dents who have made this trip, and I get to
help further a tradition of yiddishkeit and
community in south central Georgia—a tra-
dition that no one takes for granted.

I am in the middle of my fifth year of
rabbinical school at Jewish Theological
Seminary, and I am very much looking for-
ward to being an ordained rabbi where I
will get to be a part of a community full
time. I am looking forward to making last
relationships and being a part of peoples’
Jewish lives, while helping to further the
tradition of a given community. But I will
never forget the people of Fitzgerald or the
time I spent with them. I have gained
invaluable experience and learned much
about what it means to be a rabbi while
serving in Fitzgerald, but it is the history
and the people that I am truly indebted to,
and they will never leave me.

A small congregation occupies a big
space in a student rabbi’s heart

David Minkus



Project Mah Jongg, an exhibition
exploring the traditions, history, and mean-
ing of the game of mah jongg in Jewish-
American culture, was created by the
Museum of Jewish Heritage — A Living
Memorial to the Holocaust in New York
City. The exhibition will be on view from
June 23 to September 15, 2013.

To capture the beauty, fantasy, and
whimsy inherent in the game, renowned
designer Abbot Miller, a partner at
Pentagram Design, whose projects have
included “Superheroes: Fashion and

Fantasy” at the
Metropolitan Museum of
Art, and “Sarah Bernhardt:
The Art of High Drama” at
The Jewish Museum, has
designed an exhibit that
highlights the intriguing

objects and imagery surrounding the
game. Original works by fashion icon
Isaac Mizrahi, and renowned illustrators
Maira Kalman, Christoph Niemann, and
Bruce McCall pay homage to the influ-
ence mah jongg has had on design and
contemporary artists. As Miller says, “Mah
jongg is a visual universe unto itself, one
governed by dragons, directional winds, and
cocktails. It was, and still is, social media
with a heavy dose of style and history.”

Exhibition curator Melissa Martens of
the Museum of Jewish Heritage, points out
that “each game of mah jongg with its beau-
tiful rituals and wide-reaching cultural asso-
ciations, is a performance of identity, fanta-
sy, and memory. It is much more than a
game. It is a powerful and multi-faceted
expression of community.”

Aaron Berger, Breman Museum
Executive Director, says, “Project Mah
Jongg describes an aspect of Jewish life in
America that connects generations through
the Jewish tradition of game playing. We are
looking forward to hosting this exhibition.”

Since the 1920s, the game of mah jongg
has ignited our imagination in living rooms

and gathering spots around the country.
Introduced to American audiences by
Joseph P. Babcock who began importing
sets en masse around 1922, the game
delighted players with its beautifully
adorned tiles, associations with other lands,
and mysterious rules. Companies such as
Abercrombie & Fitch, Milton Bradley, and
Parker Brothers further popularized the
game by selling affordable sets across
America, setting a craze in motion. 

Yet even at the height of the first fad for
mah jongg, commentators debated the
game’s image as a “vice,” a gambling game,
a time waster, and a potential vehicle for
rebellious flapper behavior. Introduced to
America during a peak in immigration
restrictions, the game’s foreign associations
stirred both consumer intrigue and stereo-
types in the press.

Mah jongg was, more than anything, a com-
munity builder. It was the perfect comple-
ment to women’s gatherings and fundrais-
ers, and it quickly became a fixture in the
Jewish communal world. Mah jongg games
offered relaxation, companionship, and a
way to raise money for worthy causes. By
1937, the National Mah Jongg League was
formed to standardize the rules of American
mah jongg. Funds realized from the sale of
the League’s annual rule cards were ear-
marked for charitable organizations. With
thousands of rule cards sold each year, mah
jongg became a leading choice in philan-
thropy. The game spread throughout organ-
ized circles in Jewish communities far and

wide.
In the post-war years, the game was

embraced enthusiastically throughout cir-
cles of Eastern European women and
became a favorite activity of bungalow
colonies of the Catskills in New York. Mah
jongg became an entertainment ritual in
suburban Jewish homes, where it has been
lovingly transfixed in the memories of the
contemporary generation. Today, hundreds
of thousands of people play mah jongg, and
it continues to be a vital part of communal,
personal, and cultural life.

Project Mah Jongg illustrates the
game’s role in the community, home, and in
the relationships formed around the game
table. Visitors will see why it remains popu-
lar to this day, passed down from generation
to generation, from grandmothers to hip-
sters and from baby boomers to bohemians.

Highlights of the exhibition include
images and items from the mah jongg craze
of the 1920s, including vintage advertise-
ments, Chinoiserie, and a colorful array of
early game sets distributed by companies
such as Milton Bradley and Parker Brothers.
Artifacts from the 1930s include an instruc-
tional booklet by Dorothy S. Meyerson, a
pioneer of mah jongg within the Jewish
community, and images of early members
of the National Mah Jongg League. When

many Jewish families moved into the sub-
urbs, the game became a popular social
activity. 1950s-era mah jongg lent itself to
mah jongg-themed aprons, travel sets, and
images of women in the Catskills enjoying

the game. A multitude of vin-
tage tiles, boxed sets, rule-
books, and related material
will populate the exhibition
on a rotating basis.

In the exhibition, visitors
hear an ambient soundscape,
created by sound designer Timothy Nohe,
echoing the clicking of the tiles, the din of
the gossip, spoken memories, and exclama-
tions of “Crack!” “Bam!” and “Dot!”
Additional memories and photos can be
found on the exhibition website www.pro-
jectmahjongg.com.

A game table at the core of the exhibi-
tion space encourages players and non-play-
ers alike to take part in a game of mah jongg
and a continuing tradition. There will be
several mah jongg activities for players and
non-players. For more information, visit
thebreman.org.

Project Mah Jongg is made possible
through the generosity of the National Mah
Jongg League. Additional support is provid-
ed by Sylvia Hassenfeld and 2wice Arts
Foundation. New York magazine is the exhi-
bition’s media partner. Research and pro-
gram assistance provided by the Museum of
Chinese in America. 

DO YOU HAVE ANY MAH JONGG PHO-
TOS? In preparation for Project Mah Jongg
opening at The Breman Museum on June
23, The Breman is looking for images of
your favorite mah-jongg moments. These
images could be of your current Tuesday-
night games, games you’ve played in the
past, tournaments, cruises, and vacations.
Our favorite images may end up in the

Breman’s gallery (with your written
approval, of course). If you have
great images, but you can’t scan
them, take an image of the photo
with your digital camera, and send
them to us. If the image is chosen,

we will scan it for you. Please
send high-resolution images
to our curator Timothy
Frilingos at tfrilingos@the-
breman.org.
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Project Mah Jongg opens at The Breman Museum

Ladies play a floating game of mah jongg,
1924 (photo: courtesy of Library of
Congress, Prints and Photographs
Division)

Dorothy S. Meyerson teaching mah jongg
on television, 1951 (photo: courtesy of
Marjorie Meyerson Troum)

Playing mah jongg in the Catskills, circa 1960
(photo: Collection of Harvey Abrams)
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Celebration Cake
From Recipes Remembered

by June Feiss Hersh

Recipe by Dr. Ruth Westheimer, Germany.
Makes 10-12 servings.

Ruth explains the origin of this delicious
cake. “I have a friend, Marga, who is a won-
derful cook, especially when it comes to
desserts. This is her recipe. She is a cousin of
my late husband, Fred, and for many years we
were neighbors in Washington Heights.
(While this recipe is from another cousin,
Rose Westheimer, it’s the one Marga has
always used, and I love.) Since Marga never
had children, my grandchildren became her
adopted grandchildren. If you follow this
recipe, I’m sure that you’re going to be
rewarded with a lot of compliments from
your friends and family.”

12 large eggs, separated
1 1/2 cups plus 2 tablespoons sugar
2 tablespoons fresh squeezed lemon juice
3 cups (about 12 ounces) finely ground wal-
nuts

Frosting #1:
16 ounces heavy cream 
4 teaspoons sugar

Frosting #2:
8 ounces heavy cream
2 tablespoons sugar
2 tablespoons cocoa powder, sifted
1 teaspoon instant coffee granules

garnish: chocolate curls (optional)

Preheat the oven to 325 degrees.
Grease three 9–inch round cake pans,

line them with parchment paper, grease the
paper, and dust with flour.

In a large bowl, beat the yolks on high
speed with an electric mixer, until thick. Add
the sugar and lemon juice and continue beat-
ing until the mixture is a light yellow. Turn
the beater off, and stir in the nuts.

In a separate bowl, beat the egg whites,
on high speed, until stiff peaks form. Fold the
egg whites gently into yolk mixture.

Spoon a third of the batter into each pre-
pared pan. (Using a measuring cup will help
insure that you evenly distribute the batter.)
Bake for about 45 to 60 minutes, until golden
brown. A tester inserted in center will come
out slightly wet, as the cake will retain a
moist pudding texture. Loosen the edges with
a knife immediately after removing the pans
from oven. Cool completely. Remove from
pans and peel off parchment.

While the cakes cool, prepare the two
frostings in separate bowls. Combine all the
ingredients for each frosting, and whip each
at high speed until stiff peaks form. 

When the layers are completely cooled,
assemble the cake by placing the first layer on
a plate. Top with a little less than half of

Frosting # 1. Place the second layer on top
and spread Frosting # 2. Top with the third
layer, and frost the top and sides with remain-
ing Frosting # 1. 

Using a vegetable peeler, shave small
chocolate curls from a block of milk or dark
chocolate. Decorate the top of the cake with
the curls. Chill before serving.

—————

Annie’s Southern Fried Chicken
From The New Jewish Table, Modern
Seasonal Recipes for Traditional Dishes by
Ellen Kassoff Gray and Todd Gray 

From Ellen: “Growing up in
Washington, my family had a housekeeper
named Annie Barley, who made the best fried
chicken. She would batter and dip it in
crushed up cornflake crumbs—you know, the
ones that came in the box with the big red
rooster on it? She used an iron skillet with
four inches of oil in it. Whenever I came
home from school and that chicken was fry-
ing, I knew it was going to be a great dinner.”

Canola oil for frying
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
3 cups egg wash 
4 cups cornflake cereal, crushed
9 chicken thighs
9 chicken drumsticks

Fry the chicken: Preheat the oven to 350
degrees. Pour 3 inches of oil into a deep skil-
let or heavy saucepan (fill a skillet no more
than halfway) and heat over medium heat to
300 degrees (measuring on a candy ther-
mometer). 

Mix the flour, salt, and pepper in a shal-
low dish. Place the egg wash and cereal each
in shallow dishes. Working in batches, dip
each chicken piece in the flour, shaking off
the excess, then in the egg wash, and finally
in the cereal, pressing the crumbs with your
hands to adhere to all sides; add the chicken
to the skillet, and fry until the crust is nice and
crispy on all sides. Transfer the chicken to a
paper towel–lined plate to drain.

Complete the cooking: The chicken will
be done when the juices run clear where the
meat is pierced with a skewer; if the frying
hasn’t completely cooked the chicken, trans-
fer the pieces to a baking dish and complete
the cooking in the oven. (If the chicken is
done after the frying step, lower the oven
temperature to 225 degrees, and keep the first
batch of chicken warm while you cook the
remainder.)

—————

Bread Machine Challah
Adapted from Kosher By Design by Susie
Fishbein

This challah is rich and amazingly delicious.

1 1/2 cups water 
5 large egg yolks 
1 1/8 teaspoons salt 
1/3 cup oil 
4 1/4 cups bread flour 
1/2 cup sugar 
1 tablespoon active dry yeast 
1 large egg, lightly beaten (for egg wash)
sesame or poppy seeds

Place the water, egg yolks, salt, oil, flour,
sugar, and yeast in the bread machine pan.
Process the ingredients in the dough cycle.
Remove when the machine beeps, indicating
that the dough is done.

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.
Divide the dough in half and then into

three sections. Roll each section into a long
strand. Braid the three strands, pinching the
top and bottom ends together. Place on a
parchment-lined or lightly greased baking
sheet. Repeat with the remaining dough, mak-
ing the second challah.

Let rise, covered, for 30 minutes. Brush
with the beaten egg.

Sprinkle with the sesame seeds, poppy
seeds, or a combination.

Bake at 350 for 25-30 minutes or until
top is golden.

Cool on a wire rack. 

—————-

Cheesecake Pie
Adapted from a recipe shared by my dear
daughter-in-law Aliza and her mother, Chana
Berliant

Quick, easy, delicious; perfect for Shavuos.
Serves 6-8.

Crust:
1 1/2 cups finely crushed graham crackers 
1 stick (1/2 cup) melted butter or margarine

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Combine crust ingredients; press into the

bottom of square 9” pan. Bake for 10 min-
utes.

Shortcut: Use a prepared graham cracker
crust. (I won’t tell.)

Filling:
8 ounces cream cheese
1 cup sour cream
1 teaspoon vanilla
1 egg
1/2 cup sugar

Mix filling ingredients blender or stand
mixer and pour into baked crust.

Bake at 350 degrees for 15-20 minutes,
until set in center.

—————

Strawberry Jam in the 
“Zo” Bread Maker

3 cups strawberries, washed, dried, and quar-
tered
3/4 cups sugar
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice

Place the ingredients in the baking pan of
the bread maker.

Select the “Jam” course; press start.
When machine beeps, carefully remove

the hot jam with a silicone ladle.
Enjoy! This jam will thicken in the

refrigerator, but is not as thick as regular
store-bought jam. I use it over cheesecake
(see above recipe), ice cream, or as a spread
on toast. It can be frozen.

Recipes from Kosher Affairs
Enjoy---

By Robin Saul

Atlantan Robin Saul
was selected as a finalist in
the 7th Annual
Manischewitz Cook-Off
competition. Robin is a
dietician with four children
and four grandchildren. She
is passionate about cre-
ative, simple, and healthy
cooking, nourishing family
and friends, and vegetable
gardening. Much of her cui-
sine inspirations come from
traveling with her husband,
Art. She would love to see
more kosher restaurants
become farm-to-table, with
exquisite fresh vegetables
replacing the typical fatty
options.

When I read about the
Manischewitz Cook-off, I just couldn’t

resist entering. I was researching ways to
fund my daughter’s education, and a

$25,000 grand prize (cash
and Maytag appliances)
would surely help. I really did
not think that I would become
a finalist, but I do have a
knack for creating original
recipes that appeal to family
and friends—a talent I do not
take for granted. 

My original recipe
was inspired by a photo of a
panini that was so thin it
looked like matzo, not bread.
I added mushrooms, mango,
and balsamic flavors as the
sandwich filler. The contest
rules encouraged simple, sim-
ple recipes—9 ingredients, 3
of which had to be

Manischewitz products. I found it easy
to follow these rules, because I like to

An inside look at the 2013 Manischewitz Cook-off 

See COOK-OFF, page 40
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limit my ingredients anyway, and I often
use shortcuts. Using Manischewitz prod-
ucts was not a problem for me, because
they are readily available, and I find their
quality superior to similar products. I espe-
cially enjoy the broths to make soups and
rice dishes, and I also use them as ingredi-
ents in flavorful reductions.

Imagine how surprised and excited I
was to receive a call from the
Manischewitz PR representatives, who
asked me about my use of products and my
reason for entering the contest. I was even
more excited when they told me that I was
a finalist, and I would be flying to Newark,
New Jersey, to compete on March 21. I
took being a finalist seriously and really
felt they had chosen me and the other final-
ists to represent their company. After all,
our recipes were all to be showcased on the
Manischewitz site. I was honored.

After I landed at Newark airport, I was
whisked away by a private driver to the
Manischewitz plant, where I met the other
contestants. The PR team helped us set up
our workstations and organize the tools
and ingredients we needed. That night, all
the contestants, their family members, and
the PR team went to a well-appointed
restaurant in Teaneck, New Jersey. 

I had a sleepless night—well, almost.
I was e-mailing at 4:00 a.m. On the morn-
ing of the contest all the contestants were
driven from the hotel to the Manischewitz
plant, which was crowded with media per-
sonalities, Manischewitz Company repre-
sentatives, friends, and family. I was so
nervous I did not eat, even though there
was plenty of catered food. The caterer
also prepared “copycat tastings” of the

competing recipes. 
Spectators and the media surrounded

our workstations, took pictures, inter-
viewed us, and videotaped us. Is this what
is known as the 15 minutes of fame? My
husband called it “Queen for a Day.”

I had hoped for some quality time with
head judge Jamie Geller, a chance to meet
her and schmooze. Although there wasn’t
much time for conversation, I did ask her if
my daughter could come to her home in
Israel for Shabbat next year! (Jamie and
her family recently made Aliyah). 

During the judging, I was not nervous,
but my adrenaline was pumping, and I was
trying to be bright and cheery while the
clock ticked away. Oops! One judge came
by as I was flipping my panini in the pan,
and the matzo had browned while being
pressed and fried. She asked, “Is that sup-
posed to happen?” hinting that I might
have burned my sandwich. I told her yes,
but then she started writing something on
her clipboard. I had told someone else that
a panini was prepared like grilled cheese or
French toast, but this judge didn’t seem to
care—I saw it in her face. Oops again! 

Another judge loved that I was from
Atlanta and just wanted to talk about the
Atlanta Braves. Well, I was trying to sauté
my mushrooms, and I am not really a
Braves fan. We had to continue creating
our recipes as the clock was ticking, while
interacting with whoever came to our sta-
tions to ask questions—somewhat like
Food TV.

We had one hour to prepare and plate
our recipes. After the hour was up, we car-
ried the completed dishes to the judges’
table and shared a bit of information about
ourselves and our recipes. Then the judges
tasted the dishes. We did not get any feed-
back, and the votes were private. 

At last, the winning recipe was
announced. No, it was not my Balsamic
Mushroom Matzo Panini with Mango Jam,
but a soup—Faux Pho.

I did get to shake hands with Newark
Mayor Cory Booker—one of the high-
lights of my trip, since I admire all that he
does.

Would I do this again? Maybe. I
arrived home happy but totally exhausted.
I received a finalist prize—$500 worth of
Manischewitz products—that I am looking
forward to using. It will definitely keep me
going for a while. 

—————

Balsamic Mushroom Matzo Panini with
Mango Jam

This is the recipe that earned Robin a place
as a finalist in Manischewitz Cook-off.
This and the other recipes, including the
grand prize winner, Faux Pho, can be
found at Manischewitz.com.

Manischewitz Garlic/
Olive Oil Cooking Spray

1 medium onion, diced
1 1/2 lbs. button or Portobello mushroom 
2 cups mango, diced
4 tablespoons mayonnaise
2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar
4 tablespoons brown sugar
8 pieces Manischewitz Matzo
1/2 cup Manischewitz Vegetable Broth
salt and pepper 

Stir onions in a large non-stick frying
pan sprayed generously with cooking
spray, until onions are tender but not
brown. 

While the onions cook, in a small pot,
combine mango and brown sugar with 2

tablespoons of water to prevent burning.
Simmer on high heat for about 15 minutes,
stirring frequently, until mixture thickens. 

Add chopped mushrooms to onions,
salt to taste, and sauté for 5 minutes. Add
vegetable broth and balsamic vinegar, sim-
mering uncovered until reduced and
absorbed. There should be no liquid in the
pan (i.e., it should be dry) and vegetables
should be soft, but not brown. 

With immersion blender, pulse
mango, leaving some small chunks, but
making it spreadable. Put into shallow
bowl to cool.

To assemble Panini:
Using a jelly roll pan that the matzo

will fit into, fill with enough water to cover
matzo. Immerse matzo pieces gently, with-
out cracking, and hold down in water just
until softened, approximately 30 seconds.
Remove from water, and lay on even sur-
face, such as a towel-lined counter. The
matzo should feel soft, but still remain firm
to handle.

Spread 2 matzos pieces with 1 table-
spoon mayonnaise. Over the mayonnaise,
spread one side with mushroom mixture
and the other with mango jam. Divide the
jam and mushrooms evenly among all
sandwiches, spreading ingredients across
matzo sheets. Close sandwich.

Give the same large fry pan a good
dose of cooking spray, and place sandwich
on hot pan. Fry on medium heat, using a
flat pot cover or a smaller pan bottom to
gently press down. You want the matzo a
bit crispy, so listen for the sizzle sounds.
Raise or lower heat as needed.

Spray top of sandwich with cooking
spray and, using a spatula, gently flip sand-
wich. Press again, and fry on medium high
heat for just about a minute.

From page 39

Cook-Off

The nation’s attention recently has
become more focused on the need for
treatment of mental illness. Skyland Trail
is a facility in Atlanta, perhaps not widely
known, that plays an important part in the
treatment mental illness in young adults.

Started in 1989, Skyland Trail serves
adults 18 years and older who have bipo-
lar disorder, major depression, schizo-
phrenia, anxiety disorders, and dual diag-
noses—mental illness complicated by
substance abuse or medical problems.

Skyland Trail’s innovative psychi-
atric treatment includes residential and
day treatment, transitional housing, rein-
tegration coaching, and vocational servic-
es on three campus-like settings in north-

east Atlanta.
Fifty percent of their clients are

young adults, ages 18-25. Their treatment
team includes psychiatrists; clinical thera-
pists; art, music, and horticulture thera-
pists; and vocational counselors. In this
multi-disciplinary treatment, interfaith
pastoral counselors, family counselors,
and nutrition and wellness counselors are
also available to patients.

Dr. Ray
Kotwicki is Skyland
Trail’s chief medical
officer. He is also an
associate professor
at Emory University
School of Medicine,
Department of
Psychiatry and
Behavioral Sciences,
and at Emory’s
Rollins School of
Public Health.

Elizabeth Finnerty, president and

CEO, has been at
the helm of Skyland
Trail for 20 years.
During this time, the
program has
received the
A m e r i c a n
P s y c h i a t r i c
A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s
national Gold
award, the
R o s a l y n n
Carter/Johnson &

Johnson Caregiver Award, and many
other recognitions.

Its mission statement says that
“Skyland Trail focuses on improving indi-
viduals’ functionality and quality of life,
through both symptom management and
the development of new skills and per-
spectives.” Psychiatric services, individ-
ual counseling, group therapies, medica-
tion, and adjunctive therapies are avail-
able treatments to help clients. Education

is also provided to families in their sup-
port roles for loved ones. 

Skyland Trail’s publication Journeys
offers moving testimonials affirming its
commitment of “offering hope, changing
lives.” Clients write of the help they
received in recovering from depression,
alcoholism, over-medication, anxiety, and
other conditions. The vocational services
are credited with helping them obtain or
reintegrate into meaningful employment.

For more information on Skyland
Trail, call 404-315-8333, or visit
www.skylandtrail.org.

Skyland Trail serves a mental health need

Carolyn
Gold

BY

Dr. Ray Kotwicki

Elizabeth Finnerty
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When my second child was born, a
baby sister for her brother, three and a half,
my mother came to stay for a while to
enjoy helping to care for granddaughter and
daughter. Daddy didn’t come for the early
visit, as he rightfully thought he might not
ease things; so my brother drove Mama the
200 miles, spent the night, and went home.

Things went along well, and, of
course, we called Daddy every day to
describe every wonderful detail about the
baby. Things were peaceful around the
house, friends were thoughtful, and even
the doctor made a call. Then, about two
days later, up drove Daddy in the driveway
to surprise us. He couldn’t stand being left
out, and my husband said he could tell he
really missed Mama. Of course we were
thrilled to see him, but we knew he would
soon be playing the piano in his own inim-
itable way and most likely disturb the
baby’s nap. Correct.

We took every opportunity to engage
him in activities outside the house. At the
time, my husband was president of the
Rotary club, and the annual ladies’ night
banquet was at hand. Since I was unable to
go, he was going to take Mama as his date;
but along came Daddy, who was a charter
member of Rotary in Pelham, so plans were
changed and he was to be the guest. 

The men got all dressed up, and
Daddy, offering self-effacement, said, “My
boy, if it would be a feather in your cap, l
won’t go.” 

My husband laughed and said, “It’s a
feather in my cap that you are going.”

Daddy enjoyed being there and seeing
his son-in-law preside and singing “R-O-T-
A-R-Y, that spells Rotary” and talking with
everyone and getting in a story or two. He
was never forgotten by those he met.

Mission accomplished. The nursery
was quiet. I immediately thought of anoth-
er ploy to interest him. A perfect opportuni-
ty—the music club was meeting the next
afternoon, and college musicians from
Milledgeville were the special program.
Good. I asked an older friend of mine if she
would pick up Daddy and take him to the
meeting. She was delighted and said that
she would like for him to ride with her to
take some of the students back. She came to
get him, and I knew it would be a wonder-
ful time for everyone—including the home
front. I knew they would be gone for quite
a while, considering the ride to
Milledgeville, but he returned much sooner
than I had expected. He was still filled with
the pleasure of the music, the students, and
the conductor—and the members (who
never forgot him). 

I said, “Daddy, why didn’t you ride to
Milledgeville with Elizabeth?” 

He said, “My dear, I didn’t think it
would be appropriate in the absence of the
husband.” 

What sound advice for any gentleman,
although I thought it was rather quaint at
the time.

A special visit

Shirley Kahn
Friedman

BY

For the seventh year in a row, influen-
tial Jewish leaders, including Michael
Lynton, CEO of Sony Corporation
America; Gary Ginsberg, executive vice
president of Time Warner Inc.; and Abby

P o g r e b i n ,
author and for-
mer “60
Minutes” pro-
ducer, assem-
bled their list
of America’s
Top 50 Rabbis
for Newsweek
and The Daily
Beast, this time
adding Senior
Rabbi Peter S.
Berg, of The
Temple, in

Atlanta.
As a spiritual leader of over 1,500

Jewish families and a pioneer of social
causes such as the Anti-Human Trafficking
Initiative and Open Jewish Project for
young adult Jews, Rabbi Berg now gains
much deserved national recognition.

Rabbi Berg is building relationships
beyond the walls of his synagogue. He

reaches out to neighboring religious institu-
tions, such as the historic Ebenezer Baptist
Church, to nurture meaningful partner-
ships. He cultivates rapport with communi-
ty influencers, including Atlanta’s mayor
and key elected officials. He serves on the
boards of American Jewish Committee,
Anti-Defamation League, Jewish Family &
Career Services, and Jewish Federation of
Greater Atlanta, and is active in other reli-
gious organizations including AIPAC and
the Atlanta Rabbinical Association. In addi-
tion, he one of the nation’s youngest senior
rabbis of a major congregation.

“It is a privilege to be recognized by
Newsweek and The Daily Beast,” said
Rabbi Berg. “But I think every rabbi here in
Atlanta should be on this list. It is huge
award for the Jewish community of
Atlanta, which deserves special recogni-
tion, not only for its enormous commitment
to building a vibrant Judaism in the South,
but also for being a visionary laboratory for
the future.”

Billy Bauman, president, The Temple
Board of Trustees, lauds Rabbi Berg’s ded-
ication to his congregation and the greater
community. “As we approach our 150th
anniversary at The Temple, we are so fortu-

nate to have Rabbi Peter Berg as only our
fifth Senior Rabbi,” said Mr. Bauman.
“Rabbi Berg brings to our congregation the
sensitivity, spirituality, leadership, energy,
and commitment to our faith that very few
could deliver.”

Rabbi Emeritus Alvin Sugarman holds
Peter Berg’s character in high esteem.
“Rabbi Berg’s every act reflects the essence
of our Jewish faith and heritage. His pure
soul, his integrity, his good heart, his sin-
cerity, and his concern for the well-being of
all bring blessing to every life he touches.”

“In crafting this list, we take into con-
sideration a rabbi’s public profile and con-
stituency size and the magnitude with
which their ideas are shaping the Jewish
landscape,” wrote Gabrielle Birkner, author
of the 2013 list. Rabbi Berg’s extensive
resume, including his creation of the first
multi-staff department team designed to
foster outreach and relational engagement
and his involvement in several national
vision groups defining the sustainable and
meaningful future of Judaism, reflects a life
of servitude and influence that more than
meets the list’s criteria.

Rabbi Berg holds an undergraduate
degree from George Washington

University in education and human devel-
opment and an M.A. in Hebrew literature
from Hebrew Union College—Jewish
Institute of Religion (New York and
Jerusalem), where he was a Steinhardt
Fellow.

Prior to his current position at The
Temple, Peter Berg served as rabbi at
Temple Beth Or, Washington Township,
New Jersey; associate rabbi at Temple
Emanu-El, Dallas; rabbinic intern at
Congregation Kol Ami in White Plains,
New York; and youth director at Beth El
Hebrew Congregation in Alexandria,
Virginia. Additionally, he served for three
summers as the education director at URJ
Camp Harlam, in the Poconos.

Rabbi Berg recently completed his
term as chair of the national Program
Committee for the Central Conference of
American Rabbis and now serves on the
editorial committee to create a new nation-
al prayer book for the High Holy days. 

Rabbi Berg is a native of Ocean
Township, New Jersey, and currently
resides in Atlanta with his wife, Karen, a
teacher and tutor, and their three children.

Atlanta Rabbi Peter Berg named to Top 50 Rabbis List

Rabbi Peter S. Berg

We stand with Israel
secur i ty  •  peace •  sol idar i ty
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By Donna Rothstein

My mom, Irene Rothstein, has always
loved to travel. After a recent trip to
Arizona, she has now visited 43 states.

Born Irene Feingold, in Birmingham,
Alabama, she moved to Cordele, Georgia,
at the age of 10. She was the valedictorian

of Cordele High School’s Class of 1950 (the
last class in the state of Georgia to graduate
under the 11-year system) and then attend-
ed the University of Georgia. 

In the 1950s, she relocated to Atlanta,
where she and her husband, Herman
Rothstein, began raising their family, which
eventually numbered six children (Alfred,

Leon, Mark, Pam, Donna, Dellalyn). They
were married 55 years when Herman died
in 2010.

Since retiring from the JCC, where she
worked for 30 years, Mom has been travel-
ing more than ever before. She often travels
with groups in her current home state of
sunny California, as well as to other states,
and meets up with one of her six children.
Simply seeing her smile tells anyone she
meets what a great time she’s having.

Irene is an enthusiastic, energetic, go-

getter with a positive attitude, who moti-
vates everyone she meets. She is a fitness
enthusiast of more than 50 years and was
one of the first involved with the aerobics
trend back in the ‘70s. She is a role model
to all as she continues to enjoy weight train-
ing, hiking, yoga, Tai Chi, traveling the
country, and a plethora of other activities.
Irene has always been an active person
involved with exercising and making the
most of every day. 

She is a true inspiration for all. 

Still on the go

Irene Rothstein with her son, Mark, on a recent
trip to the Grand Canyon

Mark and Irene Rothstein Irene Rothstein overlooking the Grand Canyon

LUNCH AND LEARN. As part of its daytime programming, Greater Atlanta
Hadassah hosted 31 people at Fuego Mundo, in Sandy Springs, on March 4.
Muli Makmel, Young Judaea shaliach for the Southeast Region, spoke about
his work and the current situation in Israel. He also represents the Jewish
Agency and the Israel Defense Forces in Atlanta. Pictured: (from left) Edie
Barr, chapter chair, Daytime Programming; Muli Makmel; David Berlin,
assistant director, Camp Judaea; Sue Rothstein, president, Greater Atlanta
Hadassah; Tom Rosenberg, executive director, Camp Judaea; David Weiss,
associate director, Camp Judaea; and Rachel Schonberger, Hadassah
national board member

From page 29

MishMash

The Georgia Commission on the
Holocaust has
named Rabbi
Reuven Travis
of Yeshiva
Atlanta as its
Distinguished
High School
Educator of
the Year for
his teaching of
civil rights.

Each year,
the Georgia
Commission
on the
Holocaust rec-
ognizes out-
standing edu-
cators in the
fields of
H o l o c a u s t
education, human rights, civil rights, and
character development, whose work exem-
plifies a passion to eradicate hatred and dis-
crimination. The Distinguished Educator of
the Year awards are presented to one full-
time Georgia teacher in three divisions: ele-
mentary, middle school, and high school.
Eligible teachers are from public, private,
charter, or parochial schools.

“Rabbi Travis’ teaching materials have
forced his students to think about history in
a more critical and questioning manner, so
that they can better see the relevance of his-
tory in their day-to-day lives,” commented

Dr. Paul Oberman, Yeshiva Atlanta’s head
of school.
Living in the
South, this
was particu-
larly impor-
tant in teach-
ing the stu-
dents about
the civil
rights era.”

E d e n
Farber, Class
of 2015, is a
student in
R a b b i
Travis’ hon-
ors American
history class.
She noted
that “no
teacher has

ever presented that to me—that idea that
history is written by the victors—but sud-
denly the world around me came to life in
an entirely new dimension.”

Rabbi Travis received his award at a
special ceremony on April 12, at the
Georgia State Capitol. In addition, his name
will be placed on a permanent plaque locat-
ed at the Anne Frank in the World exhibi-
tion, and his winning lesson plans will be
posted on the official Georgia Commission
on the Holocaust website (www.holo-
caust.georgia.gov).

Rabbi Reuven Travis honored by 
Georgia Commission on the Holocaust

Rabbi Reuven Travis
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Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom
of speech, or the press; or the right of the peo-
ple peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.

— The Constitution of the United State of
America, Amendment I

In declaring our independence from the
British Crown, our forefathers put forth in the
Declaration of Independence a litany “of
repeated injuries and usurpations.” The docu-
ment continues by stating that “In every stage
of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for
Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeat-
ed Petitions have been answered only by
repeated injury.” 

Is it any surprise, then, that in the First
Amendment to the Constitution, our governing
document, that we find the inclusion of the
provision that “Congress shall make no law
respecting . . . the right of the people . . . to
petition the Government for a redress of griev-
ances.” Sometimes the acts of our government
are slow and tedious; sometimes wrongs are
committed; sometimes skewed motivation is
taken as justification for the imposition of self-
ish actions; but the crowning principles con-
tained in our Constitution endure and eventu-
ally correct the wrong.

This critical pillar contained in the foun-
dation of our democracy was vividly con-

firmed on June
20, 2011, in the
final approval
by Judge
Thomas F.
Hogan of the
U.S. District
Court for the
District of
Columbia in the
case of Cobell v
Salazar. One of
the lead attor-
neys in this case
was native
Atlantan Elliott

H. Levitas of the law firm of Kilpatrick
Townsend & Stockton, LLP.

The case centered around the implemen-
tation of a provision of the General Allotment
Act of 1887 (the Dawes Act). Under the terms
of this legislation, certain Native American
tribally held lands (in excess of 100,000,000
acres) were taken over by the U.S.
Government for partial reallocation in 40-to
160-acre parcels to individual tribal members
with the remaining “surplus” being made
available to non-Native Americans and the
railroads. The amount of land in the realloca-
tion was small compared to the size of the
communal land encompassed in the reserva-
tions. In addition, oil, mineral, timber, and
grazing rights on these lands were leased to
outside parties, and the monies received from

these leases or sales by the U.S. Department of
the Interior were to be placed into the
Individual Indian Money (IIM) trust fund to be
distributed to the individual Native American
owners.

The purported purpose of these actions by
the U.S. government was to dissolve the com-
munal form of society found on the tribal
reservations; to develop an independent family
entity and thereby encourage individual initia-
tives rather than as a collective tribal unit; to
establish a successful agrarian society; to pro-
vide some of the land for use by Native
Americans; and to open the remainder of the
land for white settlers.

One of the Native Americans that was
affected by these actions was Elouise Pepion
Cobell, Yellow Bird Woman. She was born in
1945, was a member of the Blackfeet Nation,
and was one of nine children in her family that
lived on the Blackfeet Reservation. As was
common on the Reservation, the house had no
electricity or running water, and she attended a
one-room schoolhouse until high school. She
did go on to graduate from Great Falls
Business College and attended Montana State
College.

After spending some time off of the
Reservation, she returned to help her father
with the family ranch. She went on to serve as
treasurer for the Blackfeet Nation and founded
the Blackfeet National Bank, which, after
twenty years, other tribes joined to form the
Native American Bank. Her communal and
business career continued to expand, and she
also continued helping her husband on their
ranch.

With this financial background, while
serving as treasurer of the Blackfeet Tribe, she
found that there were many questions about
the handling of the IIM trust monies that went
unanswered. From the mid-1980s to the mid-
1990s, she, along with the Intertribal
Monitoring Association, an organization for
which she served as president, attempted to get
clarification from the government on the col-
lection and distribution of funds as provided in
the Dawes Act. What she encountered was a
governmental maze with endless dead ends
and no answers. Among other problems, she
found that many of the records had been
destroyed or could not be found and that the

proper accounting that was anticipated was not
available. 

Having been unable to get this accounting
through petitions for information and explana-
tions, in 1996 the sought-after relief was
directed to the courts. A class-action suit was
filed in the U.S. District Court for the District
of Columbia under the style of Cobell v
Babbitt (Babbitt being the U.S. Secretary of
the Interior at the time the suit was filed). The
name of the defendant was changed as succes-
sive individuals became the Secretary of the
Interior, and the final title was Cobell v Salazar
when Salazar became the U.S. Secretary of the
Interior. The lead plaintiff in the case was Mrs.
Cobell, and the attorneys filing the case were
Dennis Gingold and Thaddeus Holt.

By 1998, it became evident that Gingold
and Holt, who were sole practitioners, needed
additional expertise and depth to be added to
the legal team. Holt, like Levitas, was a
Rhodes Scholar, and, through this commonali-
ty, they had gotten to know each other. It was
obvious to Levitas that this case was a daunt-
ing challenge, and that it would require a big-
ger base of support both in manpower and
financial resources. Because of this, he
approached his firm to explore its interest in
undertaking this challenge. After a lengthy
review by the Atlanta firm, the decision was
made in 1999 to become part of the legal team. 

The initial petition was filed on June 10,
1996; a settlement was reached in 2009;
Congress passed a bill to appropriate the $3.4
billion to fund the settlement in 2011; and in
July of 2011, notices went out to hundreds of
thousand Native Americans notifying them of
the resolution. After a little over 15 years in the
courts, the class of over 500,000 affected
Native Americans finally had a redress for the
injustice they had suffered.

Courtroom artistʼs rendering of Elliott
Levitas questioning U.S. Secretary of
the Interior Bruce Babbitt. Also depict-
ed are Judge Royce Lamberth, Keith
Harper (one of the attorneys working
on the case), and Elouise Cobell

In recognition of the time and effort that
went into addressing the years of discrimina-
tion suffered by the Native Americans, in 2011
the law firm of Kilpatrick Townsend &
Stockton was awarded the “Pursuit of Justice
Award” by the American Bar Association Tort
Trial & Insurance Practice Section. The press
release on the presentation of this award cited
that it took “more than 3,600 filings in the dis-
trict court alone, as well as more than 80 pub-
lished judicial opinions” to achieve the suc-
cess. This settlement is reported to be the
largest ever in a class action against the feder-
al government.

Unfortunately, Mrs. Cobell, who had
spent so many years in pursuit of justice, par-
ticularly for Native Americans, died in October

of 2011 prior to the actual disbursement of
funds under the settlement. She had achieved
much and received many awards including the
“Genius Award” in the amount of $310,000
from the John D. and Catherine T. McArthur
Foundation Fellowship Program, the majority
of which was given by her for use in this case.
She also was the recipient of the Cultural
Freedom Fellowship from the Lannan
Foundation, “an award that cited her persist-
ence in bringing to light the ‘more than a cen-
tury of Government malfeasance and dishon-
esty’ in the Government’s mismanagement of
the Individual Indian Trust.”

In further recognition, the 112th session
of the U.S. Congress, “authorize the President
to award a gold medal on behalf of the
Congress to Elouise Pepion Cobell, in recogni-
tion of her outstanding and enduring contribu-
tions to American Indians, Alaska Natives, and
the Nation through her tireless pursuit of jus-
tice.”

Levitas has had a long and illustrious
career. A native of Atlanta, he was educated in
the public school system of the city and is a
graduate of Emory University and Emory
University School of Law. He continued his
education at Oxford University as a Rhodes
scholar, from which he earned a Master of Law
degree. He was elected to the Georgia House
of Representatives, and he served five terms in
the U.S. House of Representatives, represent-
ing Georgia’s Fourth Congressional District.
But Atlanta was his home, so, after his con-
gressional service, he came back to an Atlanta
firm to continue his legal career. 

Some may wonder why he would choose
to be involved in a matter such as this when his
credentials would enable him to access clients
that were in a position to pay him regardless of
the outcome. Not only would this be a daunt-
ing task, but also there were limited funds
available from the plaintiffs. Any meaningful
compensation would require the legal team to
look to a successful outcome of the case for
fees. The enormity of this case and the time
commitment that would have to be made could
only have been undertaken if the cause was
paramount to the money.

I met with Levitas to get his perspective
of this whole matter. He was frank to say that
he was only one member of the legal team, all
of whom had done yeomen’s work and had
committed unbelievable time to this endeavor.
He also was quick to point out the support and
commitment to this undertaking by the entire
Kilpatrick firm.

For his part, he said he had been practic-
ing law for many years and was getting toward
the end of his working career. This case gave
him the opportunity to do something that cor-
rected a real injustice. It combined a challenge
and the fundamental right of justice; it con-
tained issues of great interest; and it covered
all areas of law —- constitutional, trust, class
action, and civil. It addressed a chapter in our
history that was a “taint on America’s honor.”

As I was putting my thoughts together to
write this piece, I could not help but think of
the irony of these circumstances. Here we have
the son of immigrant parents fighting for the
rights of a populace that had lived on this land
for centuries. This is the greatness of America.
As long as our citizenry demands fairness and
justice; as long as we see ourselves as a nation,
regardless of how long we have lived in the
county; and as long as our citizens have the
right to petition the government for redress of
wrongs, we will remain strong and vibrant. 

Our system still works

Marvin
Botnick

BY

Elliott Levitas



Jewish National Fund
hosted the 10th Annual
Jack Hirsch Memorial
Breakfast on April 16, at
The Temple. 

The annual event,
hosted on Yom Ha’atzmaut
(Israel’s Independence
Day), honored the Cohen-
Kogon Family Foundation,
of Atlanta; Michael Miller,
of Dunwoody; and Sharon
Levison, of Sandy Springs.

“Jewish National Fund
selected its 10th Annual
Breakfast honorees with
great care, and we are most
proud of the enthusiastic
drive that each possesses
for the future of a secure
and prosperous Israel,” said Beth Gluck,
Southeast regional director. 

The Cohen-Kogon Family Foundation
received the Tree of Life Award, a humani-
tarian award presented by JNF to individu-

als for their outstanding community
involvement, their dedication to the cause
of American-Israeli friendship, and their
devotion to peace and the security of human
life, in recognition of their multi-faceted

and generous contributions to the future of
the land and people of Israel. 

Michael Miller received the Founder’s
Award to recognize his years of passionate
commitment to reestablishing JNF in

Atlanta as a voice for Israel,
and Sharon Levison received
the Cantor Isaac and Betty
Goodfriend Community
Service Award for her life-
long work serving to further
appreciation and support for
Israel in Atlanta.

The Jack Hirsch Annual
Breakfast gives Atlantans the
chance to connect with each
other and with Israel in mean-
ingful ways, by sharing the
impact that JNF’s work has
had on the blossoming Beer
Sheva River Project, offering
meaningful sponsorship
opportunities, or by recogniz-
ing outstanding members of
the community. The event is

JNF’s gift at no charge to the Atlanta com-
munity on Israel Independence Day and is
underwritten by generous sponsors. 

This year’s breakfast was co-chaired
by Cobi and Benny Cohen.
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TAKING CARE OF THE WORLD. The
Jewish Student Union of Atlanta (JSU) and
the Hillels of Georgia recently teamed up to
fight hunger via a joint program inspired by
tikkun olam. Indeed, the notion of “taking
care of the world and all its inhabitants” is
a primary tenet of Judaism, as Jews are
responsible to helping their fellow person,
regardless of that person’s religious affilia-
tion. With that in mind, the two organiza-
tions joined forces to prepare and distribute
food for homeless people.

The project began to take shape at 13
JSU clubs across greater Atlanta. Under the
guidance and tutelage of Rabbi Chaim
Neiditch, director of Southern Region
Jewish Student Union, hundreds of teens
learned about the importance of tzedaka,
charity, including the notion that it doesn’t
have to take the form of money but could
also be given by donating time to help those
less fortunate.

Rabbi Neiditch mentioned to the teens
that they’d be taking part in a special tzeda-
ka project along with members of the Hillel

of Georgia and that there was a special
merit and powerful potential of having two
Jewish organizations working together for
charitable purposes. This naturally awak-
ened the teens to the fact that their Jewish-
themed activities need not end in high
school but could also continue as they
entered college.

Thousands of sandwiches were pre-
pared by the JSU teens, which were then
brought to the Hillel of Georgia State
University, where Hillel members distrib-
uted them to homeless families in down-
town Atlanta.

Julia Lee, Kevin Schoenblum,
Rebecca Neusner, and Samantha
Horwitz prepared sandwiches for
families in need

BRINGING PASSOVOR TO LIFE.
Passover is one of the more widely cele-
brated holidays on the Jewish calendar.
Recounting the story of the Exodus from
Egypt at the Seders year after year is one of
the pillars of Jewish tradition, passed down
from generation to generation. In the weeks
leading up to Passover, Rabbi Chaim
Neiditch, engaged 350 local teens in activi-

ties celebrating their Jewish heritage at 13
Atlanta high school JSU clubs. 

In addition to learning the details of the
Exodus story, the teens also took part in a
host of hands-on activities designed to
“bring Passover to life.” Participating in
mock Seders and making decorative Seder
plates got the teens buzzing in preparation
for the upcoming holiday. Among the more
exciting activities was an “iron chef”
matzah pizza competition, where teens used
a variety of unique toppings to create and
enjoy their own matzah pizza.

Imbuing the Passover activities with
Jewish values, Rabbi Neiditch challenged

the teens to ponder the meaning of true
freedom. As the gatherings represented the
only Passover celebration many of the teens
would be doing this year, this “food for
thought” was likely to stay with them a lot
longer than the taste of matzo.

THE MEANING OF SHABBAT. The
Jewish calendar is filled with exciting,
meaningful, and joyous holidays, but no
day has as much presence as Shabbat, the
holy day of rest observed on a weekly basis.
Recently, 13 JSU clubs in Greater Atlanta
area high schools held Shabbat-themed
meetings in which participants learned
about many aspects of the holy day, includ-
ing the positive commandment, mitzvah, to
light Shabbat candles and the special bless-
ing said over them.

Over 300 teens took part in the activi-
ties, which included making decorative
Shabbat candles. They also received copies
of the Hebrew blessing text, along with a
translation and transliteration, so that they
could perform the mitzvah themselves.
Indeed, dozens of teens reported lighting
Shabbat candles on the Friday night after
their JSU club meeting, the first time most
of them had ever done so.

Teens at Johns Creek High School
show off their newly made Shabbat
candles at JSU

JSU NEWS

Rachel Levin, Hannah Sharpe, and
Sydney Benjamin made sandwiches
for Hillel students to distribute to
homeless families

Adam David, Seth Gregson, Tommy
Hicks, and Jake Levin enjoy deli-
cious matzah pizza at Lakeside HS
JSU

Max Kahn, Ariella Tsfoni, and Noami
Balaban display their entries for the
Iron Chef Matzah Pizza competition
at Dunwoody HS JSU

JNF’s 10th Annual Jack Hirsch Memorial Breakfast

Alan Cohen Michael Miller Sharon Levison
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The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of
Southern Jewish Life (ISJL) met this year’s first
fundraising challenge with a bang.

In late January 2013, an anonymous donor
contacted the organization, offering to match
contributions to the ISJL on a 1:2 challenge
basis, meaning for every $2 the ISJL was able to
raise during the challenge, the anonymous donor
would contribute $1. There were several parame-
ters: the ISJL needed to raise a minimum of
$500,000; the challenge was capped at $1 million
in cash and pledges, which would yield half a
million in matching funds; and all of these dona-
tions had to be collected within a matter of
weeks.

By March 10, the ISJL was able to rally
enough support to raise in excess of $1 million,

the maximum amount, securing $500,000 in
matching dollars from the anonymous donor. The
contributions are spread out between now and
2015 and do not cover this year’s operating
expenses; but for an unexpected first-quarter
challenge, this represents an incredible achieve-
ment. Even better, major donors have been
inspired by the grassroots support, and the ISJL
is working with potential additional “chal-
lengers,” who will continue to match donors’
contributions this year.

“The grassroots support truly is phenome-
nal,” says ISJL President Macy B. Hart. “We had
contributions from foundations, individuals, con-
gregations; the amount of support and encour-
agement we received from our contributors
throughout this process has been wonderful, and

we thank everyone for their help. The turnaround
on this, when we had just over a month to meet
the goal, was just incredibly inspiring—and it’s
not too late to give! We still have more to raise,
but we’re certainly starting this year off on the
right foot, and we are so grateful.”

Established in 2000, the ISJL provides edu-
cational and rabbinic services to Southern Jewish
communities, preserves the rich history of the
Southern Jewish experience, and offers commu-
nity engagement opportunities and inclusive cul-
tural programming throughout the organization’s
thirteen-state region. 

To learn more about the ISJL and its pro-
grams or become an ISJL supporter, visit
www.isjl.org, call 601-362-6357, or find the
organization at facebook.com/TheISJL.

ISJL raises over $1.5 million in a month

Macy B. Hart

By Marsha Liebowitz

NEW CHIEF. Brian Kogon, M.D., pedi-
atric cardiothoracic surgeon, has been
named the chief of Cardiothoracic Surgery
at Sibley Heart Center, Children’s
Healthcare of Atlanta. A leading authority
on pediatric and adult congenital heart
disease, Dr. Kogon is surgical director of
the Adult Congenital Heart Disease
Program at Emory University Hospital
and associate director of the Congenital
Cardiac Surgery Fellowship at the Emory
University School of Medicine, where he
is an associate professor of surgery. He
received his medical degree from the
University of Cincinnati, completed his
residency in general surgery at Indiana
University, and completed fellowships at
Indiana and Emory. 

RENFREW CENTER OPENS IN
ATLANTA. The Renfrew Center has
opened an Atlanta facility specializing in
the treatment of anorexia, bulimia, eating
disorder not otherwise specified
(EDNOS), binge eating disorder, and
related mental illnesses. Programming
includes day treatment, intensive outpa-
tient, and group therapy. Renfrew’s treat-
ment philosophy emphasizes a respect for
the unique psychology of women, the
importance of a collaborative therapeutic
relationship, and the belief that every
woman needs to actively participate in her
own recovery. The new facility is located
at 50 Glenlake Parkway, Suite 120, in
Sandy Springs. For additional informa-
tion, visit renfrewcenter.com or call 1-
800-RENFREW.

PARADIES IN ATLANTA. The Paradies
Shops recently opened Goldberg’s Café
and The New York Times Bookstore, on
Concourse E, at Hartsfield-Jackson
Atlanta International Airport. Goldberg’s
has been serving deli favorites to

Atlantans since 1972. The New York
Times Bookstore will feature an expanded
section promoting African-American liter-
ature, local authors, and information; it
will also have a special section dedicated
to information on the National Center for
Civil and Human Rights, a cultural insti-
tution coming to Atlanta in the spring of
2014. 

HEARTLAND DENTAL. Heartland
Dental Care has affiliated with Goldstein,
Garber & Salama, an Atlanta dental office
offering wellness and cosmetic dentistry.
Founded in 1929, Goldstein, Garber &
Salama is recognized as one of the world’s
most advanced, integrated dental offices.
Dr. Ronald Goldstein is recognized as the
“father of modern cosmetic dentistry.”
The practice has been featured in hun-
dreds of media outlets, among them
Discovery Health, Vogue, People, InStyle,
Glamour, Cosmopolitan, Men’s Health,
Forbes, Time, The Wall Street Journal,
USA Today, Harpers Bazaar, Shape, The
New York Times, Kiplinger’s, Muscle &
Fitness, and Newsweek. For more infor-
mation, call 404-261-4941 or visit gold-
steingarber.com. 

Ronald Goldstein, DDS, Maurice
Salama, DMD, David Garber, DMD

COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE
CHAIR. Shelly Bloom is the new chair-
person of Northeast Atlanta Metro

Association of
R e a l t o r s ’
C o m m u n i t y
S e r v i c e
C o m m i t t e e .
The first proj-
ect Shelly is
chairing bene-
fits Cpl. Tony
Mullis, of
Hawkinsville,
who, via
Homes for

Our Troops, will have a custom house
built to accommodate injuries he sus-
tained in Afghanistan. Shelly, a seniors
real estate consultant with Virtual
Properties Realty, sells property in active
adult communities throughout the Atlanta
area. Active throughout the community,
Bloom is an ambassador for the Gwinnett
Chamber of Commerce, the only real
estate agent in Gwinnett Senior Advisors,
and a sponsor of
www.ElderCareMatters.org. 

BUSINESS BITS

VISAS FOR LIFE: 
RIGHTEOUS DIPLOMATS

Consul for Switzerland in Budapest Charles Carl Lutz 
helped to protect Hungarian Jews during the Holocaust

In memory of Holocaust liberator Jacob Goldstein 
Thanks to the Consulate General of Israel

                  

In memor
Thanks t
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Shelly Bloom
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Get Screened!
Victor Center Hosts Community Wide Screenings 

for 19 Preventable Jewish Genetic Diseases 

Temple Emanuel 
Screening

January 27, 2013 
10:00 am–2:00 pm
1580 Spalding Drive
Atlanta, GA 

Or VeShalom 
Screening

March 3, 2013 
10:00 am–2:00 pm
1681 N Druid Hills
Atlanta, GA

Einstein

VICTOR CENTER
ATLANTA

Already been screened? But not for 19? Update your screening now 
and prevent the heartache of an affected child.

1 in 4 Jews is a carrier for at least one of 19 genetic diseases
—all it takes is a simple blood test to find out if you are a carrier.

Maximum out-of-pocket cost is $25 if you have insurance.

Pre-registration preferred. Walk-ins welcome.
Register online at www.victorcenters.org/screening. We hope to see you there.

We thank Randy and Caroline Gold and family for their vision, courage and inspiration.

For further information, contact Nancy Citrin at 404 561 7478 
or email at nancy@victorcenters.org.
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MARCUS JEWISH COMMUNITY
CENTER OF ATLANTA

For more information about any of these exciting programs
and events, please call 678.812.4000 or visit atlantajcc.org.

THERE'S MORE TO EXPLORE AT YOUR MJCCA
Mark Your Calendar for these Exciting Programs

REGISTER EARLY FOR 1, 2, OR 3 SPORTS
LEAGUES WILL FILL!

Early Bird Registration Ends June 21  
Registration Deadline: August 5

     
 

The Devil Wears Prada  

Book Talk & 
Signing
Revenge 
Wears Prada

Wednesday evening
7:30 – 9:30 pm 

June 12

Information: 678-812-3981 or 
bookfestival@atlantajcc.org 
and atlantajcc.org/bookfestival

oup International, and AJC Decatur Book Fe

Dunwoody: 678-812-3833
East Cobb: 678-812-3714

For Ages 6 weeks thru Pre-K
Half-day and Full-day options 

MJCCA FAMILY 
SUMMER

MEMBERSHIP
$495

A
tl

an
ta

, you’re welcom
e h

ere.

Join Today and get a
FREE Week* of

Summer Day Camp

Includes FULL Access to:
M

Contact the Membership Department at
678.812.4060 or membership@atlantajcc.org

*Restrictions apply. Visit our website for details.

Pool PartyPool Party
Don’t Miss Our Community

Sunday,
June 2

Have a Sizzlin Summer of Fun!

Preschool Camps

After-School Experience
Register Now for the 2013-14 School Year

For Pre-K
through

5th Graders

For 6th, 7th 
and 8th
Graders

For more information, contact Jodi Miller
at 678.812.3899 or clubj@atlantajcc.org.

Middle Eastern
Politics at our
Doorstep:

at the MJCCA
Ken Stein: Professor of Middle Eastern History and Political Science, Emory University; 
President Center for Israel Education

Todd Stein:  former Legislative Director to Senator Joe Lieberman,  majority counsel for 
the Senate Homeland Security Committee, lecturer at Sam Nunn School of International 
Affairs at Georgia Institute of Technology
 

90  Minutes with Q & A

Celebrate 50 Years of “Our Summer Place”!Celebrate 50 Years of “Our Summer Place”!

50th Anniversary Celebration

AUGUST
23-25
 Register at cbm50.org Register at cbm50.org

Schedule a Tour
Today!

THERE'S MORE TO EXPLORE AT YOUR MJCCA
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ITEMS AND PRICES EFFECTIVE SUNDAY, MAY 19 THRU SATURDAY, MAY 25, 2013 AT YOUR 2205 LAVISTA ROAD, 2090 DUNWOODY CLUB DRIVE, 4920 ROSWELL ROAD, ATLANTA, GA; 227 SANDY SPRINGS PLACE, SANDY SPRINGS, GA
& 4880 LOWER ROSWELL ROAD, MARIETTA, GA KROGER STORES ONLY. SELECTION VARIES BY STORE, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. NONE SOLD TO DEALERS. QTY. RIGHTS RESERVED. COPYRIGHT 2013. KROGER LIMITED PARTNERSHIP I.

Thursday 5/16 Jewish Georgian 1315

With Card

With CardWith CardWith Card

10$10

88¢2$5699
lb

  Kroger 
Bread

  Select Varieties, 20 oz
or Buns, 8 ct   

Gwaltney 
Great Bolony  
12 oz or Great Dogs, 
Select Varieties,  12-16 oz  

Johnsonville 
Smoked Sausage  
Select Varieties, 12-14 oz,
or Hebrew National 
Hot Dogs, 11-12 oz  

  USDA Choice 
Whole or 
Half Ribeye
  Boneless, Value Pack
Ribeye Steaks $8.99 lb   

for

for

With CardWith CardWith Card

With CardWith Card

With Card

299

10$10for

10$10for

  Kroger Sour 
Cream or Dip

  Select Varieties, 
16 oz   

Minute Maid
Fruit Punch or

Lemonade  
  Select Varieties, 59 oz   

  Sweet 
Baby Ray’s 

Barbecue Sauce
  Select Varieties, 18 oz   

  Bush’s Best 
Baked Beans
or Grillin’, Select Varieties,

21-28 oz  

  Heinz 
Ketchup

38 oz, or Kraft Salad Dressing, 
Select Varieties, 16 oz  

  Kraft Mayo or 
Miracle Whip

  Select Varieties, 
30 oz   

10$10for

3$5for
2$4for

  Great deals for your weekend Join Kroger next Saturday, May 25 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.to help you get ready for

Memorial Day Festivities!
 Enjoy in store sampling, recipe ideas, special sale 

items, coloring pages for the kids, and more!
Check with your local Kroger for complete details!savings

www.kroger.comwww.kroger.com Sale starts Sunday, May 19Sale starts Sunday, May 19


