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Men are rather reasoning than reasonable
animals, for the most part governed by their
passion.

Alexander Hamilton

Each of us brings into a discussion or a
decision-making process a predilection
toward a particular view of the matter. In
computer terms, our mind search engine
qualifies the search terms based on our per-
ception of what are the basic facts, whether
these are correct or not. We seek to validate
our premises and use the search results to
advocate for what we understand to be the
correct and just resolution.

I readily admit that I am subject to this
failing. I am not without being swayed in
my thoughts and opinions by a mindset
influenced by my background and exposure
to the societal atmosphere in which I have
lived. I admit to viewing the world and
human relations with certain biases and pre-
judging relationship within these contexts.
But I hope that by admitting these short-
comings and trying to understand and ques-
tion this influence on my positions on sub-
jects, I can come closer to the goal of being
objective.

Within the framework of this preamble,
I have tried to come to an understanding of

what I see as an unfair, misguided, and dan-
gerous trend around the world of the verbal,
and sometimes active, attack against Israel
with the implicit implication of including all
Jews, regardless of their nationality.

In our tradition, we are taught that it is
wrong to take the truth and misstate it for
our own purpose, just as it is wrong to use
erroneous information to achieve a desired
result. In a piece on hermeneutics, the study
of the interpretative process of written and
verbal statements, it is reported that Socrates
notes that “words have the power to reveal
or conceal, thus promoting the message in
an ambiguous way.”

What I see is the one-sided use of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict
as a cudgel to brand Israel
as a villain that has subju-
gated and abused the
Palestinians for its own
benefit and without any
interest or concern for them
as humans. I do not mean to
say or imply that there are
not situations that have and
do exist in this relationship
that should be confronted.
There is an intolerable conflict that must be
resolved, and there are too many instances
of wrongdoings on both sides. What I do
object to is isolating this issue in a vacuum
and castigating Israel without a reference to
the total picture.

People of good will who have a genuine
interest in fairness and a desire to honestly
work to foster the wellbeing of their fellow
humans will seek to view a situation without
preconditioned blinders. Vested interests
should be put aside, and the cataloguing of
events should be complete and not exclu-
sively selected to validate a position. Giving
lip service by generalizing at the outset does
not meet the demand for fairness when the
specifics deal with only one side of the
issue.

It is disconcerting, therefore, when I
read about actions of groups that, in my
opinion, leave a distorted view of the cause
for the failing of the negotiations dealing
with the West Bank and Gaza areas.
Different groups around the world, includ-
ing religious organizations, academic insti-
tutions, social service entities, and profes-
sional organizations, have come out publi-
cally condemning Israel for being a nation
that, unilaterally, has persecuted and subju-
gated the Palestinian population in the West
Bank and Gaza in a tyrannically manner.
The implication, or in some cases the actual
accusations, is the claim that such actions by
Israel are to confiscate the land and reduce
the population to the lowest denomination.

One such organization has a resolution
adopted on February 9, 2009, that contains

the following statement: “While the deci-
sion of the United Nations (UN) of 1947
(Resolution 181) to establish two states in
the land of Palestine was partially achieved
with the creation of the state of Israel, the
second part of this resolution is still waiting
for realization: the establishment of a
Palestinian state. The ongoing settlement
policy of the state of Israel in the territories
which have been occupied since 1967 is an
obstacle to the fulfillment of that promise
and decision of the community of nations
for a viable Palestinian state.”

This, as well as other claims, is a dis-
tortion of the facts. The state of Palestine
was created at that time; the reason it did not
come into existence was that the Arab coun-
tries did not accept this but rather chose to
attack the newly formed state of Israel in an
attempt to capture it and take the total terri-
tory as a Palestinian state. This attempt was
unsuccessful, and the majority of the territo-
ry designated for the formation of a state of

Palestine by the United Nations, without any
sanction by the UN or other international
group, was then occupied by Jordan and
annexed by them into that country, thereby
precluding the formation of a separate
nation of Palestine.

And now, this last month, a letter was
sent to members of the U.S. Congress
signed by 18 individuals in their capacity as
leaders of religious groups asking that the
U.S. government re-evaluate military sup-
port to Israel in light of the Jewish state’s
alleged human rights violations. But nothing
was said about withholding funding to any
other countries in the region based on
human rights violations, of which there are
volumes of documented events.

I applaud any group that seeks peace
and equality. This is a position that should
be mandated by events and not on a selec-
tive basis of the parties involved. Is the pur-
pose of such actions to address the problem
or to try to brand Israel as a pariah nation?
Why is it that you are condemning an Israel
that has publically said that it will meet to
seek a solution without any preconditions,
while the Palestinians have refused? 

The fairness and the religious morals
that are being voiced by groups in connec-
tion with the Israeli-Palestinian problem
demand that the total picture be painted. Just
as it is unacceptable to treat an individual or
a group of individuals in an unjust and
biased fashion, it is equally unacceptable
and morally corrupt to accuse any person or
group of acts without presenting the totality
of the situation. Sometimes the act of mak-

ing claims scantily substantiated by limited
information to validate a position has an
adverse result of stigmatizing the party in
unfair manner.

I do not intend in any way to defend
wrong. Those who harm others for personal
gain or treat them not as equals need to be
answerable, their misdeeds aired and dealt
with. This is universal and should not be
limited in its application. Nothing I am say-
ing is intended to justify or defend such
actions, and those who call these matters to
be publically addressed are right in doing so.

To those who ascribe to the high moral
and ethical ground, I ask the following ques-
tions.

Why did you not speak out in 1948
when the five countries surrounding Israel,
which had standing armies trained and
armed by the British and French, attacked
the new state with the admitted purpose of
“driving them into the sea?”

Why did you not speak out when all
countries other than
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a
refused to sell arms for
self-defense to Israel
in 1948?

Why did you not
speak out when Israel,
after successfully
fending off the 1948
onslaught, was again
attacked by its neigh-
bors in a continuation

of their intent to destroy the nation created
by international law?

Why did you not speak out when
Jordan, after seizing East Jerusalem and
expelling all Jews, either razed or used as
stables and chicken coops all but one of the
35 synagogues in that area and desecrate the
3,000-year-old Jewish cemetery on Mount
of Olives, using tombstones for construc-
tion, paving roads and lining latrines? 

Why did you not speak out when the
Arab League imposed a boycott on doing
business with Israel, buying Israeli goods, or
allowing anyone into their countries with an
Israeli passport, or, in some cases, passports
from other countries that had been stamped
showing travel to Israel?

Why did you not speak out when
Muslim countries forced over 800,000 Jews
to flee their homes in those countries
because they were Jews and seek sanctuar-
ies in other countries, which they did with-
out ending up in refugee camps being sup-
ported by the international community?

Why did you not speak out when
Lesley Stahl reported on September 29,
2002, on the TV program “60 Minutes” that
the Israelis announced that they had collect-
ed documents from Yasser Arafat’s com-
pound in Ramallah showing a paper trail of
terroristic acts against Israel leading from
Iran and Iraq?

Why did you not speak out when Israels
neighbors to its north and south rained down
on Israel rockets intended to kill and maimed
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Truth and fairness should be elements of advocacy

See TRUTH, page 6

People of good will who have a genuine
interest in fairness and a desire to honestly
work to foster the wellbeing of their fellow

humans will seek to view a situation without
preconditioned blinders.
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SAM OLENS ELECTRIFIES CONVEN-
TION. For us, the highlight of the
Republican National Convention in Tampa
was the hard-hitting, no-holds-barred
speech given by Georgia Attorney General
Sam Olens, who chaired Governor Mitt
Romney’s presidential campaign in the
state. We watched his speech on television
from our daughter’s maternity ward room,
where she had just had a little girl. We
wanted to name her Sam, but Lucile, an old
family name, won out.

Attorneys General Pam Bondi,
Florida, and Sam Olens, Georgia

FINANCIAL WARNING FROM ED
MENDEL. Ed Mendel, co-founder of the
financial advisory firms Ned Davis
Research, and Davis, Mendel &
Regenstein, is one of Atlanta’s most
respected, knowledgeable, and successful
financial analysts and advisers—which
makes his recent presentation ominous
indeed. 

In his speech, “Navigating financially
in an uncertain world,” Eddie warned an
overflow crowd at the Marcus Jewish
Community Center of Atlanta about the
state of the current American economy,
especially the stock market.

A dynamic and eloquent speaker, Eddie
stressed the importance of diversifying
one’s investments, and why “‘doing noth-
ing’ during such precarious times can be the
most dangerous thing financially that one
can do.”

Eddie is not very optimistic about our
financial future and thinks the govern-
ment’s policy of printing and borrowing
more and more money will have disastrous
“unintended consequences” and that we
may be “on a path of no return.”

The good news: Eddie cites someone
who once said, “There is more money to be
made in the fall of a nation than its rise.” 

Thanks, Ed, and have a nice day. 
When he’s not advising clients about

the stock market, he and his beautiful and
delightful wife, Barbara, do a lotta great
work for the community, with Eddie serv-

ing as presi-
dent of the
M e n d e l
Foundation, a
sponsor of the
Young Angels
C a m p
Scholarship
Fund, and life
trustee at the
MJCCA and
P a c e
Academy.

HAPPY 80TH TO GENE OBERDORFER.
Two or three generations of Atlantans relied
on Oberdorfer Insurance. Recently, the fam-
ily of its former president, Gene, threw a
wonderful party for him, at Villa Christina
restaurant, with delicious food and atmos-
phere. But what we enjoyed the most were
the great stories about Atlanta’s old days,
recounted by guests. 

Saralyn and Gene Oberdorfer

Many concerned Gene’s days as a ZBT
at the University of North Carolina and as a
star basketball player at Druid Hills High
School, plus tales of his tennis and football
exploits. 

Gene even told a few tales himself,
rightly saying he was “the most fortunate
person ever in this world,” having married
the still stunning and youthful looking
Saralyn Benowitz, who had a successful
career as a model and a supply teacher in
Fulton County, as well as being a leader of
the county PTA and founding president of
The Sandy Springs Society. 

They have three great kids—Mike,

Julie, and Robin—and six even more won-
derful grandkids.

We only wish Big Gene and Dottie,
Gene’s legendary parents, and Gene’s
brother, Don, one of the great journalists of
his time, could have been there. Forty years
ago, Don was writing for The Washington
Post about the problems caused by allowing
huge campaign contributions, and he wrote
some amazing things about visiting the
inaccessible and enigmatic communist
dynasty of North Korea, all stuff that has
never again been equaled.

Our mother, Helen, from Sumter, South
Carolina, used to spend weekends with the
family when she was a student at Agnes
Scott College, in Decatur, and would
babysit Gene and Don.

The Oberdorfer family’s insurance
company kept our family safe for genera-
tions, and we don’t know what we would
have done with our life, what would have
become of us, if we had not had our black
Oberdorfer calendar book to tell us when
and where our meetings and appointments
were.

That was back when we had a life.
Now, nobody calls, nobody writes, and
there are no more meetings, so we really
don’t need a calendar book anymore. 

Saralyn and Gene winter in Longboat
Key, Florida, where he can maintain his
prowess on the tennis court, and summer in
their lovely mountain home in Dahlonega.

ATLANTA JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL.
Events Planner Martha Jo Katz is this year’s
chair for the Opening Night Gala for the
Atlanta Jewish Film Festival. The AJFF
could not have picked a more beautiful or
beloved person to host the gala, which will
take place January 30, at the Cobb Energy
Center, followed by the opening-night
movie in the theater. The festival will con-
tinue for 22 days, through February 20. Last
year’s festival attracted 30,000 people,
making it the second largest Jewish film
festival in the country. Even more are
expected this year. For more information,
including tickets and sponsorships, go to
ajff.org, or call 404-806-9913 

Martha Jo Katz with Kenny Blank,
executive director of the Atlanta
Jewish Film Festival

ULTIMATE WINGMAN ROB WALD-
MAN. Rob “Waldo” Waldman and his iden-
tical twin, Dave Waldman, will host the first
annual Ultimate Wingman Banquet, honor-
ing three special service members in or
from Georgia who have served their coun-

try above and beyond the call of duty. 
The event will take place at the Cobb

Energy Center, from 6:00-9:00 p.m.,
Thursday, November 15, where Rob says,
“We’ll share their stories and thank these
heroes for being wingmen to our country
and our communities.” Event proceeds will
help support Hire Heroes USA, and the
service members honored will make a con-
tribution to a non-profit that supports fellow
service members. Tickets are $100 and can
be purchased at www.theultimatewing-
man.com.

Rob and Dave Waldman

FRANCINE LOWE ROCKS. Travel agent
Francine Lowe has been throwing some
great parties lately. The most recent was at
Fanoos, the Persian restaurant in Sandy
Springs, where guests dined on delicious
food, met, mingled, noshed, schmoozed,
kibitzed, flirted, and had a great time.

It’s amazing the number of lovely,
smart, charming, wonderful lady friends she
is able to assemble for her events. We have
never before been ignored by so many
beautiful women. 

Francine is a great travel agent and can
send you on a fabulous trip anywhere in the
world. But it would be hard to have a better
time than Francine provides her guests right
here in Atlanta.

Robin Furman and Francine Lowe

PHIL ROSENBERG HELPING WOUND-
ED VETERANS. We enjoyed growing up
with Phil, Jerry’s kid brother and Elinor
Breman’s youngest son, and now he is
founder and CEO of his own companies,
Rosenberg Financial Group and Rosenberg
Asset Advisory Services, working “exclu-
sively for the client’s best interest...finding
what’s the very best product in insurance
and in investments and in retirement plan-

Reg
Regenstein

BY

What’s
HAPPENING

See HAPPENING, page 6

Ed Mendel
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ning.”
As a U.S. Army veteran and a Knight

of the Million Dollar Roundtable (MDRT)
Founda t i on ,
Phil has taken
a special inter-
est in the
plight of our
wounded vet-
erans. The
MDRT just
d o n a t e d
$10,000 to the
S h e p h e r d
C e n t e r ’ s
S H A R E
M i l i t a r y
I n i t i a t i v e ,
which helps

veterans of Afghanistan and Iraq recover
from brain trauma.

As Phil says, “Our vets are the finest
individuals in America, and they are bear-
ing an unbelievable burden for all of our
freedom here in the U.S.; they need to have
all of our respect and also our support emo-
tionally and financially, too; never seen so
much damage to life and limbs and mental
and emotional capacities as in this war. It
really saddens the heart that so few sacrifice
so much for all of us. G-d speed to all of
them and their families, too.” Phil feels
strongly that the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs should be giving better
treatment to them “once they get home....
They deserve so much more; they are our

true heroes today.” 
Since its formation in 1959, the MDRT

Foundation has granted more than $28 mil-
lion to charitable organizations. It serves
people in 70 countries and all 50 U.S.
states.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, HADASSAH. Judy
Viness, former president of Greater Atlanta
Chapter of Hadassah and a VP of its SE
Region, tells us exclusively that she was a
delegate to Hadassah’s 100th birthday con-
vention, held in Israel, where the group
dedicated the new 17-story Sarah Wetsman
Davidson Tower at Hadassah Medical
Center, “as our gift to the people of Israel.”
Some forty Atlantans were among the 70+
delegates from the SE region who attended.

But the Big News is that Judy’s grand-
son, Sam Viness, was named by WSB-TV
as Football Scholar of The Week and inter-
viewed by WSB at Dunwoody High. 

NEW CD FROM JAZZ PIANIST JOE
A L T E R -
MAN. The
waiting is
finally over—
J o e
A l t e r m a n ’s
new jazz CD
is now avail-
able and
r e c e i v i n g
some rave
reviews.

Joe has
been per-
forming at

some prestigious venues in New York and
Atlanta, including Dizzy’s Club Coca-Cola,
part of Jazz at Lincoln Center, “with two
wonderful, sold-out performances. It was
such a fantastic evening, but I am so excit-
ed to be playing in Atlanta for the home-
town show!” 

At Emory University’s Schwartz
Center, he recently had his Atlanta release
party for his new CD, Give Me The Simple
Life, which is available through iTunes and
Amazon.com.

MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR ISRAELI
VICTIMS. When they finally did have that
moment of silence at the London Olympics,

in memory of
the murdered
Israeli coaches
and athletes
from the 1972
M u n i c h
games, it was
in part because
of an Atlantan,
Ron Dolinsky,
who played a
big role in pro-
moting and
being part of
it.

Working with The Israeli Project (TIP),
Ron bombarded thousands of public offi-
cials, newspapers, organizations, and lead-
ers with an Action Alert and an eloquent let-
ter. The letter came to the attention of a
group of British Jews, who were organizing
their own ceremony for a Moment of

Silence at Trafalgar Square, to coincide
with the Opening Ceremonies, where IOC
officials refused to allow any kind of com-
memoration.

The British group not only read Ron’s
letter, but they also made it a part of the
official ceremony, acknowledging Ron as
the author. They even shot a video of the
entire event, which provides a permanent
record of the ceremony, something that
“will be passed down to future generations
of my family,” as Ron puts it.

Ron also works with other pro-Israel
groups, including serving on the
International Advisory Board of
Proclaiming Justice to the Nations
(PJTN.org), and is involved with the PR
Counter Offensive Strategy, which unites
various Jewish and Christian organizations
who support Israel with a much-needed
Internet-based “rapid response” to attacks. 

PALS WINTER SCHEDULE. The inter-
faith senior learning group, Perimeter Adult
Learning & Services, has a great set of
classes lined up for its next session, featur-
ing foreign affairs, major characters of the
Bible, bridge, mah jongg, great singers
from around the world, the best vacation
spots, early American wars, art classes, and
much more. Running January 7-March 4,
PALS classes are held at the Dunwoody
United Methodist Church, 1548 Mount
Vernon Road, in, of course, Dunwoody .

PALS Spring 2013 classes, TBA, will
be held at Temple Emanu-El, from April 8-
May 20, so mark your calendars.

For more info, call PALS at 770-698-
0801, or visit palsonline.org.

From page 5

Happening

civilians?
Why did you not speak out when Israel

was subjugated to suicide bombing within
its boarders by Muslim extremists for the
sole purpose of killing and maiming civil-
ians?

Why did you not speak out in condem-
nation of the Olympic Committee when it
refused to officially acknowledge the mas-
sacre of Israel athletes at the Munich
Olympics?

Why did you not speak out when the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement refused until 2006 to accept as a
member the Magen David Adom, Israel’s
humanitarian institution serving the same
purposes as the Red Cross and Red
Crescent?

Why did you not speak out when Israel
was the only country denied admission to
one of the Regional Groups in the UN until
2002, at which time, while still being
denied a seat in the Asia-Pacific Group in
which geographical area it is located, it only
was partially admitted on a temporary basis
into the Western European and Other
Group, but only in connection with elec-
tions to UN bodies held in New York?

You chide the only democracy in the
area; the only country in the region with

free speech; the only country in the region
with a free press; the only country in the
region that gives equal rights to women; the
only country in the region that does not per-
secute gay people; the only country in the
region in which any and all religions can
and do worship and observe their religion;
the only country in the region that grants
citizenship rights to people without regard
to their religion; the only country in the
region other than Turkey that is now classi-
fied by the CIA as a Developed Country
(this has been accomplished in only a little
over sixty years); the only country in the
region that has had Christians, Muslims,
Druze, and Jews serving in its legislative
body. 

Why?
Have you not learned that what needs

to be done is not point fingers but to use
your influence to get people to talk? It is not
your place to judge, it is your responsibility
to use your influence to get the parties to
meet face to face to negotiate. Neither party
is totally correct or without blame, but that
is not the issue. This is not the first time in
the history of the world that there has been
a dispute over ownership, but if we have not
learned anything else, I would hope that we
have learned that fighting does not solve the
problem. You do a disservice when you
seek to resolve an issue by becoming a
party to the dispute.

Phil Rosenberg (photo
credit: Eric Bern)

Joe Alterman (photo
credit: Willie T. Jacobs)

Ron Dolinsky

From page 4

Truth

The Jewish National Fund held its 2012 National Conference
October 21 and October 22 in Orlando, Florida. Attendees included
Brian Chernoff (front row, from left); Jill Lerner, JNF Atlanta co-
president; Beth Gluck, JNF Southeast Regional director; The
Honorable Gilad Erdan, Israeli Minister of Environmental
Protection; Ronnie Porat, JNF Israel special emissary to the
Southeast; (back row) Alan Lubel, JNF Atlanta Lawyers for Israel
chair; Lauren Mescon, JNF Southeast Region co-president; and
Matt Lieberman, JNF Atlanta co-president

Jewish National Fund 
National Conference
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Twenty-five years after Alfred Uhry
first brought to life Daisy Werthan in his
Pulitzer Prize winning comedy Driving
Miss Daisy, Hoke Coleburn will be
chauffeuring the indomitable Miss Daisy
to her congregation, The Temple on
Peachtree Street in Atlanta.

A local production of this play,
directed by David Buice, Director of
Drama Ministry at Northside United
Methodist Church and Performing Artist
in Residence at Oglethorpe University,
will be presented at The Temple, 1589
Peachtree Street, on Sunday, December 2,
at 3:00 p.m. Admission is free. Starring as
Miss Daisy is Emily Kisber, playing the
part of her son Boolie Werthan is Mark
Arnold, and portraying the beloved Hoke
Colebum is Louis C. Robins.

No doubt, the theatrical muses that
inspired Uhry to spin the warm, sensitive
tale of interpersonal relationships
between an employer and an employee of
different colors somehow must have
planted a mystical potion in the text that
influenced this staging. This is the con-
gregation in which Uhry grew up, the
congregation of Uhry’s grandmother, on
whom the fictional character of Miss
Daisy is fashioned, and the religious
home of Emily Kisber and Mark Arnold,

These are local, experienced per-
formers telling an Atlanta story written by
an Atlanta author and a wonderful chance
for the public to smile, laugh, and remem-
ber a former era with the ever-present
warmth of people being human.

Miss Daisy comes home

The Pink Pig. Fashionata. The
Magnolia Room. The Great Tree.
Legendary customer service. All of these
terms evoke Atlanta’s most beloved depart-
ment store. Founded M. Rich Dry Goods in

1867, Rich’s grew into one of the most
influential institutions in Atlanta’s history,
before it was finally absorbed into Macy’s
on March 6, 2005. The Rich’s story illus-
trates Atlanta’s and the South’s commercial,

political, cul-
tural, and
architectural
development,
evidenced by
a 1949
S a t u r d a y
Evening Post
article entitled
“The Store
that Married a
City.” The
W i l l i a m
B r e m a n
J e w i s h

Heritage Museum will unveil a major exhi-
bition on Rich’s, in the fall of 2013. Dr.

C a t h e r i n e
Lewis, a noted
area curator
and historian,
has been invit-
ed to serve as
guest curator,
and the exhi-
bition will
occupy the
m u s e u m ’ s
Schwartz and
B l o n d e r
Galleries.

“The Rich’s exhibition is going to be
our signature exhibition for 2013,”
explained Breman Executive Director
Aaron Berger. “What begins as a story of
Jewish immigration from Hungary
becomes a great tale of American entrepre-
neurship and innovation. We are especially
excited to have Dr. Lewis on board.”

Rich’s love affair with Atlanta was not
unique to this city or to the South. Such
relationships were repeated across the
United States at Jewish-owned department
stores such as Hutzler’s, in Baltimore;
Halle Brothers, in Cleveland; Pizitz, in
Birmingham; Lazarus, in Columbus, Ohio;
Neiman Marcus, in Dallas; and Macy’s, in
New York. Each of these stores evolved
from modest beginnings to become palaces
of commerce—places to shop, enjoy lunch,
and escape the monotony of everyday life
into a world of fashion and beauty.

“So many Atlantans and customers
throughout the Southeast have fond memo-
ries of Rich’s, and we hope that this exhibi-
tion will generate nostalgia and happy
memories,” explained Dr. Lewis. “We also
hope it will tell little-known stories that
reflect some of the most turbulent moments
in Atlanta’s history—the economic crises
involving school teachers’ pay and falling
cotton prices, the Winecoff fire, the Orly

crash in Paris, and student sit-ins that pro-
pelled Rich’s onto the front page of nation-
al newspapers as the battle for Civil Rights
raged.”

The history of department stores in the
United States reflects the experience of
Jewish immigrants who rose from foot and
cart peddlers to become, in some cases, the
owners of the store chains. Rich’s, much
like other stores throughout the United
States, became an iconic symbol of this
community. A visit to Atlanta meant a visit
to Rich’s. The store and city were often
united in a common purpose. What was
good for Rich’s was also good for Atlanta.
And what was good for Atlanta was also
good for Rich’s.

The Rich’s exhibition will feature a
number of interactive elements and will
draw upon collections from the Atlanta
History Center, Coca-Cola, Georgia State,
the Rich Foundation, and The Breman’s
Cuba Family Archives. To encourage com-
munity participation in the exhibition, The
Breman will host several focus groups for
longtime employees and customers. If you
would like to support the museum or exhi-
bition, contribute artifacts, or share a story,
contact the museum at
richs@thebreman.org.

Breman Museum will host Rich’s exhibition 

The Richʼs Clock

Dr. Catherine Lewis

Aaron Berger



Milt Crane has not changed one iota
in the fifty years I have known him—not
his looks, outlook, good nature, energy,
or charm.

Milt was born in 1930, in what he
calls “the sticks”—Stoughton,
Massachusetts, 18 miles from Boston. A
Leo, he was the youngest of four. His
mother lived to be 92, his father 89. 

Milt belonged to a synagogue that
boasted 46 families. To prepare for his
bar mitzvah, starting at age 10, Milt stud-
ied at his rabbi’s home three days a week.
To keep him focused, he says, “The rabbi
served tea with sugar cubes; while he was
teaching, I was sucking the sugar cubes.”

Milt earned a BA in economics from
the University of Massachusetts-Amherst
and did graduate work at Northeastern
University, in Boston. He met his wife,
Ev, at Hillel orientation; she was his sec-
ond date on campus. Fifty-nine years
later, they’re still married; they have
three daughters and three grandchildren.

At college, Milt was always busy and
focused on the future. He was president
of TEP fraternity, class vice president,
vice president of Adelphia Honorary
Society, vice president of Interfraternity
Council, and business manager of the

Collegian, the school newspaper.
Milt has been fit all his life. He ran

cross country in college, and he has been
cycling for years. On any given lunch
with Milt—and we’ve had many over 50
years—you can bet he will order the fish
of the day, something
green, no bread, and
no dessert. His wife,
Ev, confirms that his
life is all about disci-
pline: “I can rarely get
him to opt for a scoop
of ice cream. Maybe,
just maybe, he’ll
splurge on a special
occasion.”

Milt never fears
getting old. “Why
fret? I know how I
feel,” he says, even
though, when he looks
in the mirror, there is
“some old guy there,
looking back.” 

Our most recent
lunch prompted me to
write about this posi-
tive, vivacious 82-year-old. An actor in
commercials for years, Milt had just
come from a shoot at Kroger’s. He
arrived on location at 8:00 p.m. and fin-
ished the shoot at 5:00 a.m. He was smil-
ing and filled with gusto at our noon
lunch. The rest of his day included a fast
walk and a condo association meeting.
Milt is now in his fifth year as president

of the condo association. One homeown-
er told me, “No one could do a better job;
he’s fair and damn smart. We’ll keep him
at the top as long as he’ll stay on the job.”

Everyone likes Milton Crane; every-
one relates to him. He’s got the right

stuff. He’s open, not
afraid to be opinionat-
ed. He thrives on rela-
tionships, staying con-
nected with friends
from past jobs, high
school, and college. He
is loyal, and his loyalty
is returned.

Milt retired at
75 as executive director
of mart relations of
AmericasMart-Atlanta.
In a single year there,
he brought 409 top
stores to the mart,
which collectively had
store volume of $6.7
billion. This was
accomplished with a
budget of $173,000. In
2000, AmericasMart

honored him with its first and only
Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Milt was ahead of his time in encour-
aging women to excel and advance in
their careers. His enthusiasm is conta-
gious.

I met Milt when I was hired by
Rich’s, my first job out of college, at 19.
He was always on my team. He guided
me, supported me, and led me to many
opportunities that have shaped my career
for over fifty years.

Georgia Lee, director of Ivy Hall,
Savannah College of Art and Design’s
cultural arts and writing center, and for-
mer Atlanta bureau chief of Women’s
Wear Daily, describes Milt as unique.
“He’s my friend, a mentor and a man who
has been faithful to my career. When my
mother recently died, Milt was there to
give me support.... Milt has a wonderful
ability to listen, and he is gentle in his
help.” 

Pam Morton, director of The Book
Festival of the MJCCA, has known Milt
since 1996, when she was the managing
director of marketing at AmericasMart-
Atlanta. “Milt Crane is ageless,” she
says. “He’s a mensch and a man who is
committed to bettering himself and those
around him. The three words I would use
to describe Milt are ‘motivating,’ ‘intelli-
gent,’ and ‘exciting.’ His friendship and
respect are memorable in all of the steps
I have taken throughout my career,” she
continues. Morton agrees with many that
Milt has the uncanny ability to push peo-
ple to success. “He’s not boastful. He
wants your endeavors to move you for-
ward.”

Milt has been active in numerous
industry organizations. He was a member
of the Fashion Group International Board
and the Kennesaw State University

Business School Advisory Board, and he
has been a mentor with Georgia State
University School of International
Business. He was well-known throughout
the U.S. during his career as a manufac-
turer’s representative.

Milt is still in the game. He switches
hats so many times a day it’s dizzying.
He has participated in the Peachtree Road
Race since 1972, but now does a run and
walk; he is also a volunteer, getting to the
start line at 5:00 a.m. 

Although he cut back on his running
about five years ago, he bikes and uses
elliptical machines. He belongs to the
Bad Boy Biking Group, which rides
about 30 miles on Sundays and 20 miles
on Wednesdays. “When a biker has a
birthday, we ride years in kilometers to
celebrate,” he says. “I’m the oldest guy in
the group, and on my 80th, we did the
distance, but we gave up our usual
Sunday ritual of brunch.” He also hikes
2/12 hours weekly on local challenging
trails, lifts free weights three times a
week, and has been doing tai chi since
1980. 

Milt is a tutor for Jewish Coalition
for Literacy, a Jewish Book Festival
selection committee member, and a
newly elected board member of Temple
Sinai. “It’s flattering, very flattering that,
at 82, the congregation believes I have
assets to contribute.” 

Milt and his wife are in a monthly
book club that has lasted 32 years, and he
belongs to a creative writing group that
meets twice monthly. Of his daughters,
he says, “We take long runs together.
We’re open and we’re honest. I try to
give them the tools that have made life
work for me. Staying positive is essential
to happiness, and happy I am. The girls
are all in their fifties, and so are many of
my friends. Age is just not a factor to me.
I relish my relationships with friends who
are 90. They have so much to teach a
young guy like me.”

Milt is immersed in Emory
University’s Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute (OLLI). “I started classes in
2006. I am now on the Curriculum
Committee, which arranges and facili-
tates the program. I organize 8-week pro-
grams, where we bring in different speak-
ers each week on immigration, under-
standing health care, social media, and
much more.”

King Mengert, current director of
OLLI, describes Milt as a “gem.... he’s
the ultimate volunteer and deserves cred-
it for all the accolades he receives from
others who participate in our Emory pro-
gram.”

Years ago, a friend explained why
she was so enthralled with her new
Jaguar. “It’s because you feel special
every time you drive it,” she said. “It’s
sleek and fast and full of energy, and it’s
in style forever.” My friend Milt Crane
has so much in common with a Jag.
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A man for all reasons, Milt Crane is still running at 82

Priscilla H.
Grumet

BY

Milt Crane
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People who knew the late Sinclair
Sartorius Jacobs declared him the most unfor-
gettable character they ever met. I knew him
first as a friend of my parents and the father of
my teen-age crush, his namesake, known as
Tory. Sinclair Sr., whom we called Sinc, later
became a close friend to my husband and me,
as he was to many others of our generation. We
loved him dearly, delighted in his eccentrici-
ties, and eagerly sought his company. One of
his eccentricities was his selection of personal
anecdotes as the text for his seasonal greeting
cards. 

Sinclair Sartorius Jacobs

Sinc’s business was the Jacobs Pharmacy
Company, begun by his father, Dr. Joseph
Jacobs, in the 1880s, and one of the two chains
that operated in Atlanta during my childhood.
There was a Jacobs in the Fox Theater build-
ing, where Tory sometimes took me to lunch
before going to the movies on what we consid-
ered to be a date. We always sat at the counter,
where the soda fountain
attendant would treat us
as special friends,
sloshing extra mayon-
naise on our club sand-
wiches and an extra
squeeze of Coca-Cola
syrup into our glasses
before adding the spritz.
Little did I realize that
this was how the drink
accidentally began—
with an inadvertent hit
on the club soda dis-
penser at the very first
Jacobs pharmacy,
which stood on the cor-
ner of Whitehall and
Marietta streets, in
downtown Atlanta. 

Many stories have
been told and written
about “Doc” Pemberton
and how his phenome-
nal concoction was recognized and marketed
by Asa Candler, the entrepreneur whose profits
built Emory University and many other Atlanta
landmarks. In Formula For Fortune, the
newest and probably the most authentic
account of Candler’s achievements, Ann Uhry
Abrams portrays the birth of Coca-Cola in the
light of the intricate Machiavellian financing
that undoubtedly occurred. Our mutual friend,
Sinclair Jacobs, however, described Coke’s
beginnings differently, anecdotal but charming,
in these greetings of December 1968:

Dr. Joseph Jacobs was a remarkable man.
Born in Jefferson, Georgia, to Civil War veter-

an Gabriel Jacobs and
Ernestine Heymann
Jacobs, he grew up in
Athens, Georgia,
where he worked as a
teenage apprentice to
Dr. Crawford W. Long,
who pioneered the use
of ether as an anesthet-
ic. Dr. Long became
the boy’s mentor and
helped finance his edu-
cation. Jacobs studied
chemistry at the
University of Georgia,
then graduated from
the Philadelphia
College of Pharmacy
(now the University of
the Sciences) with a
degree that certified
him as one of the first
licensed pharmacolo-
gists in Georgia. He

opened a successful “Laboratory of
Pharmacology” in Athens, but sold it in 1884 to
buy his first drugstore in Atlanta, where better
business beckoned.

Jacobs enjoyed early success through
good service and innovative marketing. He
placed ads on the front page of The Atlanta
Journal and initiated taking a penny off the
dollar, charging $1.99, for example, instead of
$2. His store was known locally as “The birth-
place of cut prices.” Also, he could fill pre-
scriptions that other druggists turned down for

lack of the necessary ingredients. Jacobs grew
the medicinal plants himself, cultivating in
his own garden such herbs as queen’s delight
and prince pine root. He could prepare his
own pharmaceuticals if the suppliers didn’t
carry them. Business was good. The uniquely
refreshing drink first served at his soda foun-
tain did attract customers, but it added little to
his already successful enterprise. Dr. Jacobs
soon had sixteen drugstores spread through-
out Atlanta.

This enterprising pharmacologist was as
energetic intellectually and socially as he was
in business. A prolific writer, he wrote a biog-
raphy of his mentor, Crawford W. Long, a
history of Coca-Cola, and numerous articles
published in professional journals on subjects
ranging from medical drugs used in the Civil
War to the Pharmacology Museum of
Nuremberg. He organized the Robert Burns
Society in Atlanta and counted among his
friends leading literary figures of his day. At
one dinner party he and his wife, Claire
Sartorius Jacobs, entertained the famous
authors Joel Chandler Harris, James
Whitcomb Riley, and Bill Arp all together.

Sinclair Sartorius Jacobs inherited his
parents’ love of literature as well as their
verve for drawing luminaries to their dinner
table. After graduating from his father’s alma
mater, he joined the business in 1909 and
became its president in 1929, continuing to
champion Robert Burns, the French
Revolution, and vintage wine, until his death
in 1977. His father, Dr. Joe Jacobs, died in
1929. Both contributed mightily to the pleas-
ure of all who knew them.

Janice Rothschild
Blumberg

BY

The Blumberg Report HOW I LOST 1/3 OF 1/3 OF TWO BILLION, FORTY-FOUR
MILLION, THREE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-ONE THOUSAND,

FOUR HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-TWO 
DOLLARS ($2,044,381,482.00)

When my father, Dr. Joseph Jacobs, bought a drug store at
Five Points, Atlanta in 1884 (having sold his drug store in Athens,
Ga. which he opened in 1879) he was told by the owner that a Dr.
J. S. Pemberton leased a part of the basement to concoct a drink
known as Coca Cola. Dr. Pemberton, in lieu of rent for the space
was to pay my father 5 cents per gallon royalty. Today—1968—
sounds like a most profitable deal; it was not—due to the fact
that the sale of Coca Cola was then just about 25 gallons a year!

Dr. Pemberton upon repeated occasions borrowed money from
my father and two of his associates—for which Dr. Pemberton
gave them highly embellished stock certificates which meant
nothing. Finally, Dr. Joe (as he was called) and his two associ-
ates in this manner accumulated a one-third interest in Coca Cola.

Up the street—namely Peachtree Street—another druggist, Asa
Candler, thought the drink had possibilities—my Dad thought not.

After months of discussions, my father and Mr. Candler came
to terms: Candler was to go out of the drug business—in that
manner Jacobs’ Store would have one less competitor; Dr. Joe
was to turn over his stock and that of the other men in Coca
Cola; and my Dad was to receive the inventory of the Candler
Store—this amounted to $1800.00.

So...if my father had held on to his stock in Coca Cola, it
would be worth 1/3 of 1/3 or $2,044,381,482.00.

Sinclair Jacobs, posing with his fatherʼs
head of Archimedes, jokingly recalls the
famous portrait of Galen with the head
of Archimedes.

Sinclair Jacobs  ̓mother dresses him up
as Little Lord Fauntleroy.



By Ali Rubenstein

This story is about connections. We
experience different kinds of connections in
our lives every day. Some are connections
we make (through a mutual friend or pick-
ing up the phone to call someone), some are
connections we feel (doing something
meaningful because you are driven to do it),
and some are connections we stumble upon
(that weird twist of fate, when unexplained
events create a connection). 

Rabbi Hirshy Minkowicz, of North
Fulton Chabad, would say that these con-
nections are divine providence. It is all part
of G-d’s plan and direction in your life. The
stories he told during his educational serv-
ice on Rosh Hashanah talked about this
thread of G-d’s hands being in everything
we do. It was hard not to think of my own
family’s connection to this while he shared
stories of others.

The Rubenstein family’s connection
started with Chabad of North Fulton. A lit-
tle over five years ago, I was with my
friends at the traditional family BBQ for
Camp Gan Izzy, the Chabad camp, when I
received a call that would change our lives
forever. My mom, Sandy Goldberg, of
Cumming, was diagnosed with stage 3B
ovarian cancer and would need immediate
surgery and treatment. I remember where I
was standing in the parking lot, listening to
the oncologist and trying to digest the infor-

mation. That was a very long summer and
year, but my mom responded well post-sur-
gery, went through treatment and mainte-
nance like a champ, and came out cancer-
free 18 months later. 

Although her cancer was in remission
for over four years, she had a reoccurrence
this past April. She had 14 trips for radia-
tion and 18 rounds of chemo (with two
weeks off for good numbers and one week
off for a much needed vacation).

This time, my mom’s last treatment
was on Rosh Hashanah. She was pro-
nounced cancer-free a week later. Where
was I, her daughter, on Rosh Hashanah?
Not at Congregation Dor Tamid, my regular
temple, but back at Chabad, where I was
five years ago, because I was drawn back
there. Coincidence? Yes. Connection? Yes.
Divine Providence? I seriously think so.

The week of my mom’s last treatment
was special for another reason: not only did
it fall during the Jewish New Year, it also
marked the Georgia Ovarian Cancer
Alliance’s 7th Annual Overcome Ovarian
Cancer Walk. While our family participated
in the past, we had never formed a team. 

Since this is my son’s bar mitzvah year,
we could think of no better mitzvah project
than for him to lead a team and join the
walk. Max is a 7th-grader at The Davis
Academy and a Duke TIP (Talent
Identification Program) participant. He
showed a lot of initiative recruiting friends,

making a superhero cape for my mom, and
working with her on a banner to hold dur-
ing the walk.

Team Sandyʼs Strutters leader and
inspiration, Nana with Max 

Max, seated left, with his family at
the walk

Max won an award for being the
youngest team captain. We are happy to
report that, on September 22, at Sanctuary
Park, in Alpharetta, we had over 35 people
walk on team Sandy’s Strutters. With over

115 donors, we raised close to $5,000 for
ovarian cancer research and awareness. My
mom and I were grinning from ear to ear, as
three generations walked in unison in sup-
port of my brave mom and her incredible
and graceful fight against this disease. 

It was amazing to see Max and my
mom together. Because they are lucky
enough to live near each other and spend so
much time together, they have a strong
bond.

My mom is now on to her next chapter.
Cancer-free, she has been chosen by her
gynecological oncologist, Dr. Benedict
Benigno, to participate in a clinical study,
testing a drug designed to prevent the reoc-
currence of ovarian cancer. She is one of
500 hundred women, 12 of them from
Georgia, to participate in this study. We are
so proud that she has chosen this as her
mitzvah project.

Max with Doug Barron, Georgia
Ovarian Cancer Alliance executive
director

Georgia Ovarian Cancer Alliance has
been wonderful through this whole
process—from five years ago, when they
sent my mom a bag of hope (including hats,
journals, a blanket, and other items), to
their ongoing educational programming for
families and wonderful fundraisers. For
more information, visit www.gaovarian-
cancer.org.
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Making connections in the fight against ovarian cancer

Team Sandyʼs Strutters
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4455 Roswell Road
Atlanta, Georgia 30342
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Leather & Rug

30%OFF

FREE
PICKUP & DELIVERY

Sweaters

30%OFF

Household Items

10%OFF

By Susan Robinson

When our latest grandson was born up
North and a brit milah was announced, we
packed in a hurry. 

We had a small but growing collection
of toys, puzzles, and books to bring to the
older children. We squished all the items
into our one suitcase—who wants to pay for
a second piece of luggage? We were just
about finished with the packing, when my
husband mentioned, “What about the freez-
er? Don’t we have some food in there for
the kids?”

The truth is, the “kids” are very capable
of going to the grocery store and getting
their own goodies. But we do like to show
up with a surprise or two. The new big sis-
ter, our four-year granddaughter, is a salami
maven. We planned on bringing a salami for
her, and we were assuming (and hoping)
she would share. Cheese sticks, cookies,
and nuts were also tossed into the suitcase. 

We wanted to bring something special
for the new baby’s parents, but what? We
rummaged around in our freezer, and we
found it. We would bring a kishke—one
big, fat, beautiful kishke. This particular
kishke, because it was in the freezer since
Passover, was frozen rock solid, covered in
frost, and two months out of date. No mat-
ter; we don’t fuss over minor details. In our
minds, it was the perfect hostess gift:
kosher, pareve, and gluten-free. 

And, just in case a few readers are
unfamiliar with kishke, here’s the diction-
ary definition: “kishke is a sausage or
stuffed intestine with a filling made from a
combination of meat and meal, often a
grain.” Usually, kishkes are loaded down
with fat and void of most vitamins. Here
again, no matter—the delicious taste more
than makes up for the lack of nutrition. Our
kishke, so big, so fat, and so beautiful, took
up prime territory, the last remaining space
in the suitcase.

This meant that we had no room for
clothing. Again, who frets over minor
details? We have a firm, established rule:
when we go on vacation, we don’t need a
variety of clothing. When out of town, it is
perfectly acceptable to show up in the same

outfit two, if not three, days in a row.
Because our visit would be for only two
days or so, we were in the clear—we would
bring only a few pieces of clothing, so we
wouldn’t need much suitcase space. The
few items we did need were squished into a
small overnighter and a pocketbook. The
kishke, however, was lovingly double-
wrapped in plastic before being placed in
the bigger suitcase. Priorities are priorities,
after all, and we had to protect our precious
gift at all costs. 

The children and grandchildren were
glad to see us. The bris itself went off with-
out a hitch, with grandparents, aunts,
uncles, and cousins (and, of course, that
new baby boy!) in attendance. After the
bris, we unpacked our gifts, and our son, the
new baby’s father, prepared a chulent for
Shabbos. The kishke, now completely
defrosted, was plopped into the middle of
the crockpot. It was in its rightful place of
honor, surrounded by veggies, meat, pota-
toes, and spices. And then it was left alone
to simmer overnight. 

Shabbos lunch was delicious, and the
kishke was a hit. Then, before we knew it, it
was time to pack up and return to Atlanta.

We loaded up the suitcase. Minus the
toys, the puzzles, books, cheese sticks, and
kishke, it was almost empty. It was then that
we noticed the bottom of the luggage. 

Plastic pieces of the frame had fallen
off the suitcase, and one wheel was com-
pletely bent. It would be impossible to
wheel it smoothly through the airport, and it
was too late to fix it or replace it. We had
used this suitcase innumerable times,
through joyful events and sad ones. Perhaps
it was the kishke, so big, so fat, and so beau-
tiful, that was the suitcase’s undoing. This
trip back home would be its last. But there’s
no crying while traveling. Although our
suitcase was destined to be picked up by the
DeKalb County Sanitation Department, we
will always have our memories of celebrat-
ing the arrival of a new grandbaby and
enjoying the big kishke.

Below is a recipe for a pareve kishke.
Enjoy!

Kishke on board!

Pareve Kishke

Mix ingredients together. Shape into a roll. Wrap in parchment paper and
place in a crockpot on top of a chulent. Leave undisturbed overnight, and serve
for Shabbat lunch. 

1 1/2 cups flour

1/4 cup oil

1/4 tsp. salt

1/4 tsp. pepper

1/4 tsp. paprika

1/2 small grated onion 

1 grated carrot 
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B A R N S L E Y R E S O R T . C O M

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 770.773.7480

B A R N S L E Y  G I F T  C E RT I F I C AT E S

Give More For Less this Hannukah with  
our special Buy One Get One Free offer.

BOGO

Now through Dec. 21, 2012, when you buy a gift certificate for one night you will get a SECOND NIGHT FREE. Gift certificates are valid on stays completed by Mar. 31, 2013.

Barnsley gift certificates are the perfect gift  
for everyone on your list. And with this  
great offer, you might just have enough  

left over to give yourself one too.  
But you’ll have to hurry — just like Hannukah — 

this offer won’t last! Call today.
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MARCUS JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF ATLANTA

Call 678.812.4000 or visit atlantlajcc.org.

There's More to Explore at Your MJCCA

$10 per person in advance

$15 per person at the door

atlantajcc.org/teens

Educates drivers about avoiding 

serious car crashes

Sunday, December 9
4:00 pm

CHECK OUT OUR NEWEST PROGRAM GUIDE - COMING IN DECEMBER!

REGISTER FOR THE

2013-14 SCHOOL YEAR

THE SUNSHINE SCHOOL 
AT TEMPLE KOL EMETH

  

THE WEINSTEIN SCHOOL
MJCCA

preschool@atlantajcc.org

atlantajcc.org

atlantajcc.org

Pre-K – 8th Graders

Full Day: 8:00 am – 4:00 pm

After-Camp Care available

Open to Members and Non-Members

MJCCA SUMMER
DAY CAMPS

Register at atlantajcc.org/camps

beginning Sunday, January 13th.

 

New Online Registration!

Traditional  Specialty  Teen
Sports  Drama

Tuesday, December 25th

MJCCA open 8 am - 4 pm

FREE; OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY

Open swim in 

the indoor pool

Open play basketball 

and table tennis

Inflatables in the gym

Srochi Discover Center

Concert 11-11:45

Movie 2:00 – 4:00
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Going Beyond Organic 
to bring balance and healing to agriculture 

from large farms to backyard gardens.

Farmer D Organics 
Biodynamic Blend Compost, Planting Mix, 

Raised Beds & much more.
Now available at Whole Foods Market, Williams-Sonoma & other 

garden centers.

Visit the Farmer D Organics Garden Center 
2154 Briarcliff Rd. Atlanta, GA 30329

www.FarmerD.com
info@FarmerD.com

Creators of farms & products - for the earth & its people
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Y
M

C
A

 

C
AM

P

 

THUNDERBIRD

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

C

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

BRRBEERDNUHT

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

selpicnirpnaitsirhCtupoT:noissiMACMY

RIIRBBI
RRBEERHTPMMP

AAM
CC

A
A

C
M

Y

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

ehdliubtahtsmargorphguorhtecitcarpotnis

DRRD

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

. llarofydobdnadnim,tiripsyhtlae                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 

                  

    
    

        

     
    

 

  

 

 



November-December 2012 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN Page 15
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To inquire about admissions, contact Bonnie Cook at 404-843-9900.
See why everyone is joining the GHA family.

Open House:   
9:45 - 11:30 a.m.
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Best 

Breakfast in

Town

Atlanta’sFinestDesserts
• Nova Lox & Bagel

• Fresh Brisket

• Corned Beef & Pastrami Reuben

• Homemade Short Ribs

• Old-Fashioned Stuffed Cabbage

• Where Traditional Matzo Ball Soup 
is Made Fresh Everyday

Open 24/7
3620 Roswell Road • Atlanta, GA

Call for Reservations

404-816-9090
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ANYWHERE ELSE 
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To learn more, visit jnf.org/store or call 800-542-TREE
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KATZ FAMILY

OIL CHANGE & TIRE ROTATION   

(jg-lof)
$1799

TOTAL CAR CARE! 
TOTAL CUSTOMER CARE!

770-998-2974 770-425-5300 770-461-7731

404-876-5879 770-952-0151 770-509-1838
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An unmatched 

theatrical experience

T
HE PEOPLE OF CHINA

LET SHEN YUN take you on a journey through five thousand years of divinely 
inspired culture: A journey where the wisdom of ancient China, the world’s finest 
classical Chinese dancers, gorgeous hand-crafted costumes, and massive animated 

backdrops come together in one spectacular performance. 

Reviving 5,000 years of civilization

ALL-NEW 2013 SHOW
WITH LIVE ORCHESTRA

 Book Your Tickets Now! Hotline 678.681.1868 or ShenYun.com

  

  

JAN 5-6 JAN 8-9
Cobb Energy Fox Theatre

  
  

  
 

  

 
 

  
 

 

Enter a world of heavenly wonder, imperial drama, and heroic legends, a world where 
beauty and purity have never been lost... 
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Lanett, Alabama, and West Point,
Georgia, are true twin cities, located right
next to each other across the Chattahoochee
River. Streets that begin in Lanett end in
West Point. 

Jews in West Point and Lanett formed
one close-knit community that thrived for
over a century before withering in recent
decades.

Located in Chambers County,
Bluffton, Alabama, was chartered in 1865.
Its location on the Chattahoochee River led
to the construction of cotton mills, as the
town became a regional industrial center
processing the cotton grown in the area’s
farms. Bluffton was so connected to these
mills that the town changed its name to
Lanett, in honor of Lafayette Lanier and
Theodore Bennett, early textile mill own-
ers. The local newspaper, The
Chattahoochee Valley Times, would run
several pages in every issue detailing news
from each mill.

The story of the Jewish community in
Lanett and West Point begins with the
friendship of two immigrants in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Heyman
Heyman was born in Prussia in 1825 and
came to the United States in 1852, first set-
tling in Philadelphia. There, he befriended
the Bavarian-born Louis Merz. The two
decided to move to LaGrange, Georgia,
where Heyman worked as a bookkeeper in
a Jewish-owned store, while Merz peddled
merchandise in the surrounding country-
side. 

When a railroad was built connecting
LaGrange to West Point in 1854, the two
friends headed west, opening the dry goods
store Heyman & Merz, in West Point. 

Louis Merz’s sister Betty had immi-
grated to Cincinnati. On business trips
north, Heyman would often visit her. The
couple got married in Cincinnati in 1859,
with Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise officiating.
Heyman then brought his new wife south,
to live with him in West Point. Another
Merz sibling, Daniel, came to West Point in
1860, joining his brother and brother-in-
law’s business.

In 1860, Heyman and Louis Merz were
thriving. Heyman owned $1,200 in real
estate and $6,000 in personal property at
the time. Their success was soon interrupt-
ed by war and tragedy. Louis Merz joined
the West Point Guards at the start of the
Civil War and was later killed at the Battle
of Antietam. Dan Merz and Heyman
remained in Lanett during the war, buying a
tanyard and tanning leather to make boots
for Confederate soldiers. After the war, the
Jewish community grew, much of it around
the seven children of Heyman and Betty

Heyman.
Other Jews made their way to the area,

often intermingling with the Heyman fami-
ly. Prussian-born John Hagedorn came to
West Point in 1872, and later opened the
store J.J. Hagedorn & Co. He soon brought
two of his nephews, Zach and Philip
Hagedorn, to town to help with the busi-
ness. In 1883, the foundation of the Jewish
community of Lanett was cemented when
Zach and Philip Hagedorn married two of
Heyman and Betty Heyman’s daughters,
Jennie and Lula. The Heyman and
Hagedorn families formed the nucleus of
the area’s Jewish community for much of
the next century.

Philip Hagedorn

It did not take Lanett and West Point
Jews long to form a congregation. In 1859,
the handful of Jews in the area came togeth-
er to found Congregation Beth El (House of
God). The congregation was always very
small; it met in private homes for its first
fifty years, though members did purchase
land for a cemetery in West Point. The con-
gregation embraced Reform Judaism and
later joined the Reform Union of American
Hebrew Congregations (UAHC). 

In 1909, Betty Heyman donated a por-
tion of her land that had earlier been a veg-
etable garden to the congregation for the
construction of a temple. Beth El received
contributions from both its members and

local gentiles to raise the $3,000 it took to
construct the modest building, which was
located in Lanett. Rabbi David Marx, of the
Hebrew Benevolent Congregation in
Atlanta, led the dedication service.

At the time of the temple’s dedication,
in 1909, about fifteen families belonged to
Beth El, which attracted members from
nearby towns, such as Opelika and
LaFayette, Alabama, and LaGrange,
Georgia. The congregation never had a full-
time spiritual leader, but brought in rabbis
from other cities once a month to lead serv-
ices, often on Sundays. Rabbi Marx came to
Lanett to lead services for thirty years, until
he was too old to make the trip. He was
replaced by Rabbi Eugene Blachschlager,
of Montgomery, who served Beth El
monthly from 1946 to 1965. After 1965,
Rabbi Alfred Goodman, of Columbus,
Georgia, would travel to Lanett once a
month. 

For the High Holidays, the congrega-
tion would bring down rabbinic students
from Hebrew Union College, in Cincinnati,
to lead services. One of these student rabbis
was Alexander Schindler, who went on to
become the president of the UAHC.

When the temple was built, the small
congregation began to elect officers and
keep board minutes. Lee Heyman, the son
of Heyman and Betty, served as the first
president of Beth El, remaining in the posi-
tion for over forty years, until he died in
1952. Milton Cohen, who had married Jean
Hagedorn, succeeded Heyman, serving as
Beth El’s president from 1952 to 1967.
James Maxwell was the last president of the
congregation, while Joe Herzfeld and Lee
Herzberg were longtime officers.

The small congregation had a Sunday
school to pass on Judaism to their children.
The Jewish women of the area founded a
chapter of the National Council of Jewish
Women. The group oversaw the mainte-
nance and upkeep of the temple and also
organized community programs, such as
the annual Seder supper.

Jews in Lanett and West Point were
part of the local merchant class, owning
stores that catered to the cotton mill work-
ers and area farmers. In 1919, these stores
included: Lee Herzberg’s, which sold men’s
clothing; Solomon Brothers, which sold dry
goods; and Lee Heyman and Co., which
sold furniture and dry goods. Each year,

these Jews would advertise in the local
newspaper that they would be closing their
stores for the High Holidays. Jews became
active in civic life; in 1893, Lee Heyman
was elected to the Lanett City Council, gar-
nering more votes than any other council
candidate.

Lanett and West Point Jews had good
relationships with their gentile neighbors.
When the local Presbyterian Church was
destroyed by a tornado, in 1919, its mem-
bers met at Temple Beth El for several
years, until their church was rebuilt. Jennie
Hagedorn played the piano for the
Presbyterian Church. When Beth El cele-
brated its centennial, in 1959, the pastor of
the First Methodist Church gave the invo-
cation, the minister of the First Baptist
Church gave the benediction, and a local
Episcopal priest gave a “scriptural lesson.”
Rabbi Milton Grafman, of Birmingham’s
Temple Emanu-El, gave the keynote
address.

At the time of its 100th anniversary,
Beth El had 22 member families, represent-
ing about fifty Jews. At their peak, the two
towns combined never had more than 100
Jews. In 1937, 32 Jews lived in Lanett,
while 41 lived in West Point. Considering
these small numbers, it’s truly remarkable
that the congregation survived for over a
century. But by 1968, according to member
Fannie Herzberg, “The congregation had
grown woefully small, by death of so many
members and the moving away of others.” 

The congregation continued on until
1977, when it disbanded and sold the tem-
ple, which was later torn down. The reli-
gious artifacts from the synagogue were
given to Temple Israel, in Columbus,
Georgia, where most of the remaining Jews
of Lanett and West Point went for services.

This aforementioned history is a seg-
ment from the ISJL Encyclopedia of
Southern Jewish Communities. Readers are
invited to learn more about the history of
Jewish communities by visiting
www.isjl.org and looking under the History
tab. The Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of
Southern Jewish Life considers the encyclo-
pedia to be a work in progress and encour-
ages the public to contact Dr. Stuart
Rockoff at Rockoff@isjl.org with additional
information related to the history of Jewish
communities in Georgia or other communi-
ties of the South. 

Throughout the thirteen-state Southern
region of the United States, the twelve-year-
old grassroots organization,
Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern
Jewish Life (ISJL), is dedicated to provid-
ing educational and rabbinic services, pro-
moting a Jewish cultural presence, and
documenting and preserving the rich histo-
ry of the Southern Jewish experience. 

A Jewish community that crossed state lines

Stuart 
Rockoff

BY

Temple Beth El, built in 1909, fifty
years after the congregation was
organized

Notice printed in the local newspa-
per by Lee Heyman, about closing
his West Point store for Rosh
Hashanah, in 1919
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Federal & State Taxes  |  Income & Payroll Taxes  |  Tax Liens & Levies 
IRS Settlement Offers-In-Compromise
IRS & State Installment Payment Plans 

TAX PROBLEMS
 Call for a free consultation: (404)364-1809
Jerry Abraham, Esq.     Ahron S. Golding, Esq.
LAW OFFICES OF ABRAHAM & GOLDING, P.C.
3525 Piedmont Rd | 7 Piedmont Center, Suite 300 | Atlanta, GA 30305 Former IRS Officer 

A world of friends is a world of peace.
This is the premise upon which

President Jimmy Carter and
his wife, Rosalynn, founded
Friendship Force
International, in Atlanta, in
1977. The idea was to pro-
mote cultural exchange pro-
grams between nations.
Rosalynn Carter once said
something to the effect that if
we visited friends in their
country, and they’d come to
visit us here, we’d all be less
likely to wage war against
one another. What a clever
concept that was in 1992. FFI
was nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize.

Locally, many large and
small groups went abroad.
Two of the friendship
ambassadors, as they were called, were
our very own Gail Ripans and husband
Allen. Gail organized trips to Russia; in

1992, I went with a small group of
Atlantans, joined by a handful of folks
from our neighboring states of Alabama
and North Carolina.

There was home hospitality in
Moscow, then a week’s stay in a hotel in
St. Petersburg/Leningrad. Luckily, I was
able to locate my two first cousins, born
and raised in Moscow; I stayed in one of
their homes, and we three old “girls” had a
wondrous time, speaking of our parents
and grandparents. My experience in
Russia was magnified most pleasurably by
the fact that Russian is my second lan-
guage, so I could gab endlessly with my
new-found family and other Russians.

Both in Moscow and St. Petersburg,
we toured, visited, and enjoyed concerts,

ballet, historic places, palaces, churches,
the Kremlin, and, of course, the fabulous
Hermitage museum in St. Petersburg.

Four years later, in 1996, I was asked
to translate for a Friendship group visiting
us from Moscow. It was a group of young
people with disabilities, some of whom I
saw again a few months later at the Atlanta
Paralympics, where I served as a volunteer

envoy to the Moldova team. First, Shirley
Miller, wife of then-Governor Zell Miller,
hosted these Russians at a reception in the

Governor’s Mansion,
impressing them immense-
ly. I don’t think that in
Russia they’d be invited to
an official’s home!

Next stop was
the most impressive
Shepherd Center, our
renowned spinal cord and
brain injury rehabilitation
hospital, where the fellows
in wheelchairs tried their
skills at basketball in the
huge gym. Along the way,
I translated into Russian
what our English-speaking
guide told us about the
center. I did add, on my
own, that a Jewish lady in

Atlanta, Mrs. Billi Marcus, gave her own
few millions to build the Billi Marcus
Wing, in which we were standing. There
were no Jewish folks in their delegation,
so I had to throw in a heads-up for our very
own Mrs. Marcus.

We also took the group to Roosevelt’s
Warm Springs, which they found of partic-
ular interest. There were other places of
interest and pleasure for them, with BBQ
dinners and lunches hosted by local
Friendship Force members. I know they
returned to Moscow delighted with their
visit to America, and especially to Atlanta,
Georgia.

Happy holidays, y’all, and God Bless
America.

International friendships make
the world a kinder place

Balfoura Friend
Levine

BY

Bo Levine (far right) with FFI Atlanta at the welcome
dinner in Moscow

Mrs. Zell Miller (third from left, third row), Gail
Ripans (far right, third row), and Bo Levine (cen-
ter front) at the Govenorʼs Mansion reception for
FFI Moscow
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By Phillip Ramati

A longer version of this story was first pub-
lished in The Macon Telegraph, August 19,
and is reprinted with permission. 

Even Alfred Schneider admits that the
title of his lecture, “Music and
the Holocaust,” presents an
unusual dichotomy. 

“One is mankind’s
noblest contribution, and the
Holocaust is something we
don’t fully understand to this
day,” Schneider said. 

Schneider, 86, who sur-
vived the war in a ghetto in
Romania that was later occu-
pied by the German army,
spoke to a group of about 50
people Sunday in a packed
meeting room at Georgia
College & State University’s
Black Box Theatre. 

Schneider said he became
interested in the music that
came out of the Holocaust after retiring as a
nuclear physics professor at Georgia Tech
and MIT. 

Schneider’s wife, Tosia, often spoke of
her own experiences in several concentra-
tion camps during the war, which she later
documented in her book, Someone Must
Survive To Tell The World. Alfred Schneider
decided to focus his lectures on music,
which is one of his passions.

“There’s something in music that’s
unique,” he said. “It doesn’t need transla-
tion. Music is something we all under-
stand.” 

Schneider gave about an hour-long lec-
ture that included a power-point presenta-
tion with selections of music that ranged
from pieces that were banned by the Nazis

before the war began to the works of Jewish
composers who were killed in concentration
camps. 

After opening with a violin concerto by
Jewish composer Felix Mendelssohn,
Schneider recalled when the piece was
played in Munich after the war. 

“Could you imagine (the Nazis) would-
n’t let us listen to this for 13 years?”
Schneider recalled a woman saying to him
at the time. 

Much of Schneider’s presentation
Sunday focused on the music created at the
Theresienstadt concentration camp, located
in Czechoslovakia. That camp, also known
as Terezin, has special significance for
GCSU Theatre Department Chairwoman
Karen Berman, who co-wrote the play “The
Flights of Jan Wiener” with her husband,
Paul Accettura. The subject of the play,
Wiener, was a World War II aviator who
escaped Czechoslovakia to fight with the
British Royal Air Force. Wiener’s mother
died at Terezin. 

Berman took a group of GCSU theatre

majors to the Czech Republic last month to
perform the 45-minute play, and while they
were over there, they visited Terezin. 

When Berman decided to mount the
production at the Black Box Theatre, offi-
cials with the Bremen Jewish Heritage
Museum in Atlanta told her about Schneider

and how his lecture about music might give
some added context to the play. The play is
free to the public.

“It was so moving,” Berman said of the
lecture. “I believe the students in the play
will be able to take back some of that emo-
tion in their performances.”

Justin Harrison, a senior at GCSU, is
the stage manager for the play and made the
trip last month. 

He said seeing the concentration camp
first-hand and meeting survivors like
Schneider gives him much more insight into
the Holocaust beyond what he was taught in
high school and college.

“It was a very emotional experience
(visiting Terezin),” Harrison said. “Of
course, we learned about it in high school

and college, but seeing such a horrible place
was a heart-wrenching experience.”

Schneider noted that Terezin was
unusual among the Nazis’ concentration
camps, in that they used that specific camp
to show International Red Cross workers
that Jewish prisoners weren’t suffering.

They arranged music perform-
ances from the adults and chil-
dren who were interred in the
camp.

Of the 144,000 Jews who
were sent to that camp, 33,000
died there, while another
88,000 were sent to
Auschwitz, the largest of all
the concentration camps.
Schneider said of the 15,000
children at Terezin, only 100
survived. 

Schneider was able to
obtain photographs and some
old film of the choir rehears-
ing at the camp. 

Jay Goldstein, a
Milledgeville resident who

served with Patton’s 3rd Armored Division,
liberated several concentration camps. He
said he never saw anything relating to
music and art at the camps—only death.

“I saw a lot of horrible stuff,” he said.
“You can talk about the camps, you can
describe the camps, but something you
can’t reflect is the odor of death. That’s
something I’ll never be able to get out of
my system.”

Schneider noted that in a few years
from now, there will no longer be any sur-
vivors or witnesses from the Holocaust to
tell their stories, which is why he talks
about the subject.

“It’s very important that (future gener-
ations) get the message,” he said. 

Survivor recalls music that came out of Holocaust

Tosia Schneider (from left), Dr. Alfred Schneider,
and Georgia College Theatre Chair Karen
Berman

Dr. Alfred Schneider (center) speaks on the
“Music of the Holocaust” at Georgia College.

Earlier this summer, Rabbi Arnold
Belzer, with the newly founded Nunes
Temple, in Savannah, Georgia, reached out
to the Museum of the Southern Jewish
Experience, in Jackson, Mississippi, to help
locate a Torah for congregational use. The
MSJE, a project of the Institute of the
Southern Jewish Experience, arranged a
one-year loan and sent a Torah from its col-
lection. The Torah once belonged to the
congregation of Ohel Jacob, in Meridian,
Mississippi, a city that was largely founded
and influenced by its Jewish immigrant
population as early as the 1830s. 

Arlene Belzer, wife of Rabbi Arnold
Belzer, wrote, “The Nunes Temple being so
new (and yet honoring an old name) was

starting with old Jewish and historical arti-
facts. That moment was very sweet and pre-
cious, and it set a quiet and respectful motif
for the Torah service (even in a classroom
in an Episcopal church). It really made the
meaning of Rosh Hashanah (New Year)
come alive for me and I think everyone
else  in the room as well. It was a special
moment: alive with stories of the past and
with hope for renewal in the future.” 

By replanting a piece of Southern
Jewish history in the new congregation, the
Nunes Temple will continue the legacy of
Jewish life in the South. As congregants
read from this Torah, they will be reminded
of those who read from it before them and
how those congregants promoted Jewish
life in this region in order to pave the way

for thriving communities today.
To learn more about the Jewish history

of Meridian or more about the Museum of

the Southern Jewish Experience, visit
isjl.org. For more information about the
Nunes Temple, visit nunestemple.org.

New Savannah congregation uses Torah from
Museum of the Southern Jewish Experience

Rabbi Belzer and congregants read from Mississippi Torah.
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Once again, the musical Rabbi David
Sirull of Augusta has composed a song that has
gone viral on You Tube. Just prior to the 5773
High Holy Day season, his latest hit, “Because
It’s Rosh Hashanah!,” found its way into
households in over 100 countries around the
world and was featured on Israeli TV news.
With over 150,000 views in only 10 days, it
earned the distinction of being the most
clicked-upon Rosh Hashanah video greeting of
all time. 

Although he is the full-time rabbi of Adas
Yeshurun Synagogue in Augusta, Rabbi Sirull
accepts some performance requests and has
two CDs that are sold on iTunes, Amazon, and
cdbaby.com.

When asked why he wrote “Because It’s
Rosh Hashanah!,” he explained, “Our tradition
has always been to send Jewish New Year
cards to our loved ones, but due to Facebook
and e-mail, most people tend to click their
greetings via some sort of social networking on
the web. I was hoping that this video would

impart the message of Rosh Hashanah, which
is to commit [to improving] ourselves in the
coming year, and at the same time, take advan-
tage of the number of people that can be
reached by using the Internet.” Rabbi Sirull
claims that e-mails have poured in from listen-

ers around the world, but the most gratifying
letters have been from teachers and fellow
musicians. “They all want the words and music
so they can share it with their members and
students,” he says. “That just makes it all
worthwhile.” 

Rabbi David Sirull sets new world record

Rabbi Sirull with daughters Sara and Devra, as they appear in the video

Joseph Arnold was born in Atlanta and
progressed through its public school sys-
tem at the head of his class, from 1st grade
through high school. In addition to being a
very bright student, Joe possessed a deep,
rich singing voice that led him to sing in
the choirs of Ahavath Achim Synagogue
and Congregation Shearith Israel. He was
and is a lover of classical music and incor-
porated his singing into his medical prac-
tice. Whenever he walked down his office
hallway, he was always heard belting out
lines of classical music and opera.

Joe’s daughter Kim Arnold, who was
his office manager and assistant, remem-
bered the time one of Joe’s patients told her
that the doctor didn’t sing during her visit,
and, therefore, she thought she must have
been really sick. Kim said many of Joe’s
patients said just hearing him sing as he
came down the hallway made them feel

better.
After Joe graduated from Milton High

School, in mid-year as valedictorian, he
attended Emory University for a semester,
on a scholarship. The youngest of five sib-
lings, Joe was the first in his family to
attend college. It was a financial challenge
to get a higher education. To obtain a full
four-year scholarship, he enrolled at the
University of North Carolina and joined
the Naval R.O.T.C. program. He had to
make a commitment to serve as a naval
officer after he graduated. 

Ensign Joseph Arnold

Joe earned a degree in mathematics,
was named valedictorian of his college
class, and was accepted into the Phi Beta

Kappa honorary society. He was commis-
sioned as an engineering officer in the
Navy. His naval duties took him on two
cruises to several European countries and
the Far East. When he got out of the Navy,
he enrolled in the Medical College of
Georgia and received a degree in family
practice medicine. While at medical
school, he was accepted into Alpha Omega
Alpha, the honorary medical society. He
then did a one-year internship at the U.S.
Naval Hospital, in Charleston, South
Carolina.

Joe then returned to Atlanta and
became an emergency room physician at
DeKalb General Hospital in Decatur. It was
there he met and treated an Atlanta miss
named Phyllis Gershon. He was smitten
with her, and she sent him a subscription to
National Geographic magazine to thank
him for the good medical care he provided. 

Two years later, in 1962, Joe went into
private practice; in his Briarcliff office, he
shared a common waiting room with an
Atlanta dentist, Dr. Alvin Siegel. At the
same time, Joe and Phyllis married. In
1977, he moved to Toco Hill, where he had
easier access to a laboratory and radiolo-
gist. He closed his office this past July,
after 50 years of fulfilling, caring, and
skillful service.

When word got out that Doctor Joe
was retiring, many of his patients were sad-
dened, and some were panic-struck. Who
would take care of them? Many, including
entire families, had been patients of Dr.
Arnold for most of their lives. Dr. Arnold
saw that his practice was turned over to
qualified physicians, who would give the
same thorough and kind treatment he had
provided over the years. Unfortunately, the

new doctors probably don’t have fine
singing voices like Joe’s.

Not too many medical school gradu-
ates today go into general family practice.
Most are opting to become specialists. The
pay is usually much higher, but the patient
must contend with multiple doctors, and
patient and doctor lack closeness. In spe-
cialized medicine, the skills are great, but
the personal relationships may not be as
good.

Joe Arnold possessed the skills and
knowledge to handle many a medical diag-
nosis. He was skilled a diagnostician.
Perhaps this was partly due to his analyti-
cal mind, the result of his undergraduate
degree in mathematics. 

In one instance, Joe was called on to
examine a man who had complaints but no
obvious symptoms that would help provide
a diagnosis. After noticing that the patient
did not swing his arms when he walked,
Joe correctly diagnosed him with
Parkinson’s disease.

How does a doctor with 50 years of a
busy medical practice suddenly move into
retirement? In Joe’s case, he has many
interests—five children and nine grand-
children; music; collections of bottles,
stamps, and coins. Joe maintains his long
overseas trips are in the past, but he looks
forward to taking short motor trips close to
home.

And then there’s the stock market.
Joe’s mathematical mind may be able to
figure out how to navigate today’s stormy
financial seas without drowning. You can
be sure his active brain will not be gather-
ing any moss.

Singing doctor retires after 50 years

Leon
Socol

BY

Dr. Joseph Arnold is flanked by his
lovely wife, Phyllis, and his cousin,
Dr. Howard Ellison at a reception
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A Film & Conversation
on Education & Human
Rights with Dr. Joyce
Ladner moderated by
Hank Klibanoff

Jan. to May

2013

The Breman Museum offers
visitors personal and engaging
stories about the Jewish Arts,
History, and Identity.

The Museum is home to
exhibition galleries.
Experience:
Absence of Humanity: The
Holocaust Years, 1933 – 1945,

Creating Community: The Jews
of Atlanta From 1845 to Present

and Special Exhibitions.

Call 678-222-3700 to
reserve your personal or group
Docent led tour for all galleries
Sunday – Friday or visit us at
1440 Spring Street, Atlanta
Georgia, 30309.

Hours
Monday–Thursday 10am – 5pm
Friday 10am – 3pm
Sunday 1 – 5pm

Admission
Members Free
Adults: $12
Seniors (62 and over): $8
Students and Teachers: $6
Children ages 3-6: $4

Membership
Call 678-222-3700 or email
rkatz@thebreman.org

thebreman.org

thebreman.org

Rediscover Atlanta’s Jewish Museum

▼

Museum
Store Sale!

And FREE Museum Admission
Friday November 23 From 10-4

Select Merchandise up to 75% Off.
Jewelry, Toys, Judaica,
Crafts, Menorahs.

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 9

BEARING
WITNESS

Robert Ratonyi

Inspiring Visions

TUESDAY
DEC 4, 6pm

OCT 2013
Rich’s Department
Store Exhibition

MAY-SEPT 2013 © 2012 The William Breman Jewish
Heritage Museum, Atlanta, Georgia, 30309

Absence of
Humanity: The

Holocaust Years,
1933 – 1945
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Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton attor-
neys Miles Alexander and Elliott Levitas
have received the Emory Medal. The
Emory Medal is one of the university’s
most prestigious honors and was first
awarded in 1946. With rare exception, The
Emory Medal has been given annually to
one or more recipients. 

The Emory Medal, the highest univer-
sity honor presented exclusively to alumni,
is awarded each year by the Emory Alumni
Association. Honorees are selected by the
Emory Alumni Board and are recognized
for their accomplishments in at least one of
the follow areas: distinguished service to
Emory, the Emory Alumni Association, or a
constituent alumni association; distin-
guished community or public service; or
distinguished achievement in business, the
arts, the professions, government, or educa-
tion. 

Recognized as an elder statesman in
the legal community, Miles Alexander has
consistently been ranked as one of the
world’s leading trademark attorneys.
Protecting famous brands, while opposing
abuse of intellectual property rights, he has
served a myriad of Fortune 500 companies.
Mr. Alexander has served as pro bono coun-
sel to numerous individuals and organiza-
tions, including Maynard Jackson and
Hands on Atlanta, and has challenged big-
otry, obtained justice for torture victims,
and served as chair of the Atlanta Ethics

and License Review Boards.
While at Emory, Mr. Alexander was a

member of Phi Beta Kappa and ODK
(Omicron Delta Kappa Honorary Society),
president of The Barkley Forum and Tau
Epsilon Phi, and a campus leader in a wide
variety of organizations. As freshmen, he
and Mr. Levitas won the all-campus debate

tournament, advocating the racial integra-
tion of Emory’s graduate schools. An hon-
ors graduate at Harvard Law School, Mr.
Alexander subsequently served as a judge
advocate in the U.S. Air Force. 

Elected to the Georgia Legislature
from 1965-1974 and to the U.S. House of
Representatives from 1975-1984, Elliott

Levitas is a recipient of the Thomas B.
Murphy Lifetime Achievement Award. As a
legislator, he was instrumental in creating
the Chattahoochee River National Park and
MARTA. One of his greatest accomplish-
ments was serving on the plaintiffs’ litiga-
tion team in the historic class-action suit of
Cobell v. Norton, which sued the federal
government on behalf of more than 500,000
Native Americans and their heirs for breach
of trust regarding lands and monies held by
the U.S. since the 1880s. After more than 17
years of trials and appeals, the courts decid-
ed the government had been in breach of its
trust, leading to a $3.4 billion settlement
that was ratified by legislation, passed by
Congress, and signed by President
Obama—the largest class-action award
against the government in U.S. history.

While at Emory, he received a Rhodes
Scholarship, served as editor of The
Phoenix magazine, and debated through
The Barkley Forum. He demonstrated lead-
ership as chancellor of Tau Epsilon Phi fra-
ternity and was a member of the DVS, the
Senior Honor Society. Mr. Levitas has
remained an active participant in events on
the Emory campus, as well as serving as
president of the Law School Alumni Board
and on the Law School Dean’s Advisory
Board. Upon receipt of his degree from
Emory Law School in 1956, he served in
the U.S. Air Force. 

Miles Alexander and Elliott Levitas receive the Emory Medal

Miles Alexander and Elliott Levitas

It was a while ago that I decided the
older you get, the faster time goes. But I
have had several younger friends tell me
they feel the same way.

Bottom line, when you are happy and
all is right in your world, it does not matter
your age. You are not thinking about it, and
you are having fun and enjoying yourself.
So it is easy to suddenly realize it is the 4th
of July, and, “Wasn’t it just Chanukah?” 

Or take the High Holidays, which
came in September this year—everyone
said they were early. And I guess they
were, but doesn’t it seem that they were
early because, “Wasn’t it just Rosh
Hashanah? Has it been a whole year?”

Recently, I had a lot of work done in
my kitchen. I was gone from early in the

morning until late afternoon to avoid all the
noise. It seemed then that time was stand-
ing still. I kept telling myself, “This too
shall pass.” And it did. My point being that
once in a while, the clock does stand still.

Whether time flies or sits there, we
have to make the most of each day. The
clock does keep ticking. We are all so
blessed to live in America. What is going
on in some parts of the world—killings and
suicide bombers—is just horrible. And the
world does get topsy-turvy sometime—
presidential elections, Congress not acting,
natural disasters. But keep the faith, and we
will all be A-OK.

The clock is tick-tocking

Marice
Katz

BY

A Davis Academy graduate, Chase
Rosenberg, has broken eight quarterback
records at Centennial High School this
season. 

Playing in the highest classification
in the state, Rosenberg completed 195 of
343 passes for 2,289 yards and 18 touch-
downs in 10
games. He
finished the
season in
the WSB-
TV Game of
the Week,
completing
32 of 47
passes for
347 yards,
and two
t o u c h -
downs.   He
also ran for
a score, but
the team came up short in the final min-
utes in a battle for a playoff spot against
rival Chattahoochee.

Before the game, Rosenberg was
named the scholar-athlete of the week in
metro Atlanta for the games of November
9. After he completed 28 of 35 passes for
347 yards (409 all-purpose yards) against
Jones Creek on Sept. 24, the North

Fulton-Forsyth Touchdown Club named
him the top offensive player of the week
among 21 area teams. Centennial’s offen-
sive captain, he will be one of the quarter-
backs in the December 21 Chamber Bowl
(North Fulton-Forsyth All-Star Game). 

Rosenberg wants to play quarterback
in college. A
member of the
N a t i o n a l
Honor Society
at Centennial
with a 3.71
g rade -po in t
average, he is
being recruit-
ed by such Ivy
L e a g u e
schools as
P r i n c e t o n ,
Yale, and
Penn, as well
as other strong

academic institutions, such as
Georgetown, Johns Hopkins, Amherst,
and Williams College. 

His sisters, Ashley and Lindsey, are
also Davis and Centennial graduates, and
involved in athletics at the University of
Georgia.

Rosenberg breaks Centennial record

Chase Rosenberg
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By David Geffen 

On December 11, 1917, the second day of
Chanukah, 5678, the two main headlines on
page one of The Atlanta Constitution under-
lined the great victory across the seas.
“Jerusalem Falls into the Hands of British
Troops; Jerusalem Is Freed from Turks after
Virtually 12 Centuries—British Capture the
Holy City.” 

Further down on that same front page was
a story linking Jerusalem and Atlanta.
“Jerusalem’s Fall Brings Happiness to Atlanta
Father,” the headline read. The story continued:
“With city in British hands, Amato believes he
will be able to bring his wife and children
here.” 

The newspaper, aware of the situation of
this Atlanta native, played a role in this joyous
event. “With a face wreathed in smiles, A.
(Abraham) Amato, at his quaint little shoe
shop, 85 Capitol Avenue, received the glad tid-
ings of the capture of Jerusalem, from a
Constitution reporter yesterday afternoon.” It
was to take almost four years for the family to
be reunited, but the members of the Atlanta
community were now personal witnesses to the
meaning of the “capture of Jerusalem.”

Abraham Amato was born on the isle of
Rhodes, where Sephardic Jews had lived since
1000. In the year 1900, there were between
2,000 and 3,000 Jews in Rhodes. Because of
the noted rabbinic figures and their teachings,
because of the rich cultural ties, and because of
the economic success of the members of the
community, a true sense of closeness existed.
However, as the twentieth century began, the
pull for immigration, in particular to the United
States, was felt. Born in 1893, Abraham had
developed a deep love of Zion, growing up
under the influence of Herzl and Zionism, so he
chose to relocate to nearby Palestine. 

His granddaughter, Leah Amato Franco of
Atlanta, who knew him quite well, supplies the
details of Abraham’s Jerusalem experience.
“He was probably the only one of the young
men of his generation who went to Israel from
Rhodes. He was only 15, and he had a difficult
time finding work.” Leah continues, “Since
Abraham had a beautiful operatic tenor voice,
he found an unusual type of employment. He
would climb a minaret and call the Arabs of
Jerusalem to prayer, three or five times a day.” 

Then his fortunes changed. “When his
shoes wore out, he went to a cobbler in the
Nachalat Zion neighborhood, late one Friday
afternoon before Shabbat. The owner of the
shop, Mr. Amin, struck up a conversation with
my grandfather. Mr. Amin was appalled how
Abraham was earning a living. My great-
grandfather-to-be said to him that singing in the
minaret was not the type of vocation a young
Jewish man should have.” Amin made it clear
that Abraham could work for him and said, “I
will teach you my trade.” An invitation was
made to join the family for Shabbat. “The other
objective of this kindness was to introduce
Abraham to Leah Amin, who was to become
my grandmother.” 

The courtship was not a lengthy one.
Abraham and Leah were married and estab-

lished themselves in
Nachalat Zion, near
the Amin family.
The first child, a
daughter, Kedan,
was born in 1909.
The second, a son,
David, Leah’s
father, was born on
the first night of
Chanukah, 5673,
December 4, 1912.
He passed away in

the summer of 2012. 
According to the noted historian of

Jerusalem, Professor Yehoshua ben-Arieh,
“Nachalat Zion was one of several neighbor-
hoods erected near Jaffa Road. The land was
acquired in the early 1890s by Albert Antebi,
director of the Alliance Israelite Universelle
society, who, according to one source, resold it
with no profit to those in need of housing....
Antebi obtained loans from the Alliance ‘for a
group of Aleppo Jews who then proceeded, in
easy payments, to build a large neighborhood,
called Nachalat Zion, for poor workers and
artisans.’” By 1915 there were 295 families,
with a total of 925 people, in Nachalat Zion. 

In this section of Jerusalem, Abraham
became a successful shoemaker, but he was
one of 148 in the same profession, according to
Ben-Arieh’s statistics. Moreover, the Turkish
rulers of Jerusalem were constantly raising the
taxes that the self-employed had to pay. When
Abraham applied for visas at the office of the
American consulate, headed by Otis
Glazebrook, he was informed that he would
receive permission to immigrate to the United
States, but his wife and children, as Turkish cit-
izens, could not.

Finally, the decision was made early in
1915 that Abraham would leave to start a busi-
ness in Atlanta and thus pave the way to bring
the family. Atlanta was chosen because Jews
from Rhodes had started a congregation there,
and Abraham’s brother would be immigrating
to the city as well. It was a very difficult good-
bye for Leah, Kedan, and David, but there was
no other choice. By October 1915, Abraham
Amato had opened his shoe store in Atlanta and
advertised weekly in the American Jewish
Review. Professor Mark Bauman, noted histo-
rian of American Jews in the South, focused on
the ad in this fashion: “They [Sephardim]
would also advertise, as did Abraham Amato’s
shoe shop, for Ashkenazic patronage.” 

Ad by Abraham Amato for his Atlanta
shoe store, 1915

At the time Abraham left, the situation in
Jerusalem had grown much worse, because of
the pressure placed on that city’s Jewish com-

munity by the Turkish rulers. Drives were
going on in the United States to collect funds to
help Jerusalem’s Jews. President Woodrow
Wilson permitted the funds amassed by the
Jewish Relief Campaign in the USA to be
transferred to the American ambassador, Henry
Morgenthau, in Istanbul. 

Morgenthau arranged for these funds to be
placed in an account in Jerusalem, to which his
consul, Otis Glazebrook, had access. In
America and Holy Land Studies, it is noted:
“The money was distributed through
Glazebrook, who showed sympathy and under-
standing for the suffering Jewish population.
His actions won high praise and were consid-
ered paramount in saving the Jewish communi-
ty in Palestine from total ruin.... His main and
most consistent activity was concerned with
the yishuv’s economic life.” 

In the second decade of the twentieth cen-
tury, the Jewish children of Jerusalem were the
beneficiaries of the educational initiatives fash-
ioned by the members of the Second Aliyah.
Literary historian Celina Mashiach, in her
examination of the writings created for chil-
dren in this period, has noted: “Fictional reali-
ty [of this era] centered around an imagined
child-protagonist who represented the dream of
that generation, which longed to see its future
image reflected in the figure of the young
Hebrew child—a collective Hebrew speaking
self springing forth from the soil of the
Homeland.” These stories, for example, written
by an individual like Hemdah Ben-Yehudah,
the second wife of Eliezer Ben-Yehudah, cap-
tured the vision of the new life of labor, love,
freedom, and independence in Eretz Yisrael. 

The kindergartens and the various schools
in Jerusalem inculcated in the children the prin-
ciples reflected in the published materials.
David Amato first attended a kindergarten
organized by Hava Sukenik-Feinsod. She wove
into her curriculum the love of the land and the
important recognition of the character and spir-
it of the Jewish people. Interestingly enough,
David Amato, who lived to be 99, utilized
many of his Jerusalem lessons in promoting
closer ties between Israel and the people of
Mexico, the country where he spent 40 years of
his adult life. David has fulfilled the hopes of
his earliest education: “to spring forth from the
earth, tough, daring, and full of life.” 

James Roosevelt, son of President

Franklin Roosevelt; President Miguel
De La Madrid of Mexico; and David
Amato, circa 1980s

Sadly, David’s life in Jerusalem during the
war between the British and the Turks was
severely threatened by military transport. His
daughter, Leah, describes that event in this
fashion. “When dad was five years old, he was
hit in the head by a truck during the battle for
Jerusalem, when General Allenby was leading
the British forces. My father was in a coma for
about a month. Since the truck hit him on the
left side of the head, the right side of his body
was paralyzed. Eventually, he gained limited
use of his right arm and leg.” 

David was hospitalized at Bikur Cholim
and was under the care of Dr. Helena Kagan.
Dr. Kagan had made aliyah to Jerusalem a few
years earlier, and she became the guiding spir-
it in Palestine medicine in the field of pedi-
atrics. Unfortunately, there was only limited
equipment to deal with David Amato’s prob-
lems, so he was not able to progress in his reha-
bilitation until the family moved to Atlanta in
1921. 

—————
David’s birth, in 1912, coincided with the

depiction of the lighting of the Chanukah
Menorah by the Kaminitz family, who operat-
ed a leading hotel in Jerusalem. The tradition in
the city had always been to place the Menorah
on the outside of the house in a glass enclosure
to observe the commandment, mitzvah, of the
holiday of Chanukah, proclaiming through the
illumination that great miracle of the past.
When the wealthy Kaminitz family lit the
Menorah inside, a picture of the ceremony was
taken by Yaakov Ben Dov, a photographer and
later filmmaker; the picture can be found on the
website of the Jerusalem Municipal archives.
The usual method of lighting the Chanukiah in
Rhodes was described by Rabbi Shelton
Donnell, whose mother grew up on the island.
“While there is no Sephardic Chanukiah, I
know from my mother’s accounts that in
Rhodes, most families used oil, rather than can-
dles in the Chanukah lamps. She used to tell us
how, as a young girl, she was assigned the task
of collecting pine needles, which she would
wrap in cotton fiber to make wicks to use with
the olive oil suspended on water for the
Chanukah lamps.” 

One characterization of Chanukah in 1917
was as “the war for liberty so completely and
splendidly won.” There are no known pictures
of the lighting of Chanukah menorot in
Jerusalem in 1917, but the Maccabean spirit
was felt on December 11, 1917, when General
Allenby walked into Jerusalem as the British
conqueror of the city. Many Jerusalem Jews
lined the streets of the city to welcome the
fighting men who had liberated them. A quote
in The Jewish Chronicle of London, from a res-
ident, cited by Professor Martin Gilbert, stated,
“The Jews have been starving, but now we are
free.” Many people equated the Balfour
Declaration, issued in November 1917 by the
British government, and the actual conquest of
the Holy Land with the Maccabean victory
centuries earlier. 

This article is reprinted from The Jerusalem
Post, with permission.

Nachalat Zion to the world: David Amato, a Chanukah baby, Part I 

David Amato



NEW DEVELOPMENT OFFICER. After
an extensive national search, in conjunction
with the Mandel Center of Jewish
Federations of North America, The Jewish
Federatio of Greater Atlanta welcomed
Michael Balaban as chief development offi-
cer, on September 1. Most recently director
of development at the University of
Pennsylvania, School of Medicine, Balaban
also worked as a senior Federation profes-
sional in both development and planning, in
Providence, Rhode Island, and Columbus,
Ohio. 

Balaban comes to Atlanta with a long-
standing Federation career, entailing 18
years of experience in non-profit manage-
ment. He held the positions of young lead-
ership director, senior planning associate,
associate campaign director, and campaign
director at the Columbus and Rhode Island
Federations. He also served as the chief
executive officer of the Touro Synagogue
Foundation in Newport, Rhode Island. He
holds a master’s degree in public adminis-
tration from the University of Southern
California and a master of arts degree in
Jewish Communal Service from Hebrew
Union College. He is a graduate of the
Federation Executive Recruitment and
Education Program (FEREP). 

“I’ve been fortunate to visit with
numerous Jewish communities throughout
the world. In each place, I have been wel-
comed with a shared peoplehood, an inno-

vative spirit, and an unbreakable bond to
the land of Israel. The constant is a commu-
nal understanding that we are there for each
other—through the good times and the dif-

ficult ones.
Nowhere is
this more true
than what I
have found in
the communi-
ty of Greater
Atlanta,” said
Balaban.

Balaban’s
responsibili-
ties will
encompass all
aspects of
f i n a n c i a l

resource development, including supervi-
sion of the annual Community Campaign,
Planned Giving and Endowment, special
campaigns, and campaigns developed in
response to emergency needs. 

PAC LEADERS NAMED. Abbey Flaum,
Esq., and Gregory A. Jacobs, Esq., have
been appointed chair and vice chair, respec-
tively, of the Executive Committee of the
Professional Advisory Council (PAC), an
integral part of the Planned Giving &
Endowment department of Jewish
Federation of Greater Atlanta.

PAC comprises financial and other pro-
fessionals acting in an advisory role for

their individual clients. PAC brings togeth-
er professionals from throughout the com-
munity to connect with like-minded people,
make new contacts, enhance skills, and
learn about planned giving opportunities for
clients. PAC also provides a forum for the
mentoring of financial and other profession-
als in the community, on both a profession-
al and communal needs basis.

At Federation, Ms. Flaum is also a
member of PAC, the Planned Giving &
Endowment Committee, the Caring
Outcomes Committee, and the Business and
Professional Council of the Women and
Philanthropy division. She previously
served as a co-chair and member of the
Balser Symposium Committee. Ms. Flaum
is also on the Board of Directors of the
Anti-Defamation League’s Southeast
Region. Mr. Jacobs is also a member of
PAC and previously served as a member of
the Balser Symposium Committee. 

“Both Abbey and Greg have been an
asset to our organization,” says Marc
Lewyn, chair of Federation’s Planned
Giving & Endowment department. “Their
leadership has helped to build the Balser
Symposium into an annual event that
attracts hundreds of advisors throughout
our community, and to revitalize the mem-
bership and event structure of PAC to
expand its reach into the professional com-
munity.” 

Ms. Flaum is an attorney with the law
firm of Cohen, Pollock, Merlin & Small,
P.C., where her area of emphasis is estate

and gift tax planning, charitable planning,
asset protection planning, and probate and

estate admin-
istration. In
2011 and
2012, she was
named to the
S u p e r
L a w y e r s
G e o r g i a
Rising Star
List, and in
2012, she
received the
Federation’s
Create A
J e w i s h

Legacy Rising Star Award. Ms. Flaum
earned a J.D. from the University of Miami
School of Law and an LL.M. in taxation,
with honors, from the University of
Alabama School of Law. 

Mr. Jacobs is a partner with the law
firm of Jacobs & King, L.L.C., where his
emphasis is in estate and gift tax planning,
charitable planning, probate and estate
administration, business succession, asset
protection, business start-ups, mergers and
acquisitions, restrictive covenants, and gen-
eral corporate planning. He earned a J.D.,
with honors, from the University of Florida
College of Law, and received his B.S., with
honors, from the Fisher School of
Accounting at the University of Florida.
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Federation News

Michael Balaban

Abbey Flaum

“We shall accomplish nothing at all if we divide our
world and our life into two domains: one in which God’s

command is paramount, the other governed by the laws of
economics, politics, and the simple self-assertion of the
group.... Stopping one’s ear so as not to hear the voice

from above is breaking the connection between existence
and the meaning of existence.”

Martin Buber, 1878-1965
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CHEERS FOR FITTING IN. It’s natural for
any person to feel the need to be accepted
by peers. Some people have a harder time
than others when it comes to fitting in.
Cheers, an activities group for individuals
who have Asperger’s Syndrome or similar
social challenges, hopes to make finding
acceptance a bit easier. “People with
Asperger’s Syndrome often wish they had a
group to belong to,” says Rena Harris,
Zimmerman-Horowitz Independent Living
Program (Z-H ILP) manager, at Jewish
Family & Career Services. “They feel they
don’t fit in. So we thought of Cheers as a
place where they can be themselves. You
can be who you are and be around people
who accept you.”

Cheers is not a social skills group. It’s
a group where fun activities happen, and
individuals work on friendships, relation-
ships, and social situations, using naturally
occurring learning opportunities in a pres-
sure-free environment. 

Cheers activities are just like those of
any other group of young adults hanging
out. Cheers recently went out to dinner at
Mellow Mushroom and also played a round
of miniature golf. New ideas for future
events are always being thought of, but the
ideas are coming from the individuals who
are a part of Cheers. Harris and the rest of
the Z-H ILP staff want individuals to take
ownership of the group’s direction. She
says, “We’re the guests in their group.” 

For more information, contact Rena
Harris at rharris@jfcs-atlanta.org or 770-
677-9326.

NEW AT PAL. Carly Sirlin is JF&CS’s new
PAL (People Are Loving) coordinator. A
licensed social worker in the states of
Georgia and New York, Carly earned a
bachelor’s degree in social work from
Indiana University and a master’s in clinical
social work from New York University,
where she graduated with honors. Carly, an

experienced practitioner, has worked in the
mental health, medical, and nonprofit
fields. In addition to her responsibilities
with PAL, she is the benefits resource spe-
cialist for the Health Navigator Initiative,
charged with helping older adults find their
way through various insurance programs
and benefits. 

FIGHTING THE STIGMA OF ADDIC-
TION. If you think Jews are immune to
alcoholism and addiction, you’re in the
majority. You’re also wrong. A common
myth about Jews is that they’re not as sus-
ceptible to alcohol abuse and other addic-
tions as the general population. But there’s
a growing realization they are, and Jewish
communities nationwide are now address-
ing the problem. 

“The shame factor seems to be more
pronounced in Jewish communities than in
the general public,” said Peggy Kelly, direc-
tor of Clinical Services at JF&CS. “It’s time
to break through the denial and begin to

tackle the issues.”
The problem of addiction in Atlanta’s

Jewish community has become increasingly
apparent, made clear by the number of calls
JF&CS has been fielding. 

“We frequently get calls from con-
cerned rabbis or directly from their congre-
gants who are struggling with this disease
and don’t know where to turn,” said Kelly.
“Fortunately we have developed good rela-
tionships with both residential and outpa-
tient providers in the metro area.” 

This fall, JF&CS launched H.A.M.S.A.
(Helping Atlantans Manage Substance
Abuse). Through this initiative, which
includes a new Sober Shabbat program (see
sidebar), JF&CS is working with syna-
gogues to educate people, from adolescents
to adults, about the realities of addiction.
Rabbis Josh Heller, of Congregation B’nai
Torah, and Fred Greene, of Temple Beth
Tikvah, included messages about addiction
in their High Holiday sermons. As well,
JF&CS is collaborating with the Marcus
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta and
Hillel at the University of Georgia on pre-
vention and awareness programs.

“The average age of first use is report-
ed to be from 9-11 years old, so it’s impor-
tant to get in front of kids and their parents
with accurate information early,” said
Kelly, who spent a good part of her career in
substance abuse and prevention before
coming to JF&CS. Plans are in the works to
bring specially designed, age-appropriate
curricula into the Jewish day schools.

At the same time, JF&CS and some
area rabbis are focusing on increasing the
number of 12-step recovery programs in
synagogues; currently, many are held in
churches. Most people know about
Alcoholics Anonymous, Al-Anon, and
Narcotics Anonymous. But there is another
example, perhaps less familiar: JACS
(Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others). JACS was
born in 1978 to help alcoholic and chemi-
cally addicted Jews and their families.

As part of its effort, JF&CS has formed
an advisory council comprising people of
various ages with personal or professional
experience with the diseases of alcoholism
and addiction. Last spring, Kelly and a
young Jewish professional who is a recov-
ering addict spoke at the B’nai B’rith Youth
Organization convention about addiction
and recovery. Attendees had lots of ques-
tions and were moved by the story shared.

“One thing I learned was there are
ways for people affected by substance
abuse to reach out and seek help, and it’s
OK to ask for it,” said Jordy Berne, a senior
at Riverwood High School. “The speaker
grew up in the same type of environment as

a lot of us, so it made her story something
we could really relate to.”

That’s exactly the point for Rabbi
Greene. 

“There’s a stigma in our community,”
he said. “We have a lot of successful fami-
lies who do not want to talk about how their
child or spouse is in crisis. Lots of young
people—and not so young people—find
their way into addiction. So the question
becomes, “What do I do? How do I deal
with it? How do I get the person affected to
confront this? What resources are avail-
able? 

“People don’t imagine they can go to
their rabbi about it. But we have traditions
that can make a difference. We want our
congregants to know their synagogues are
safe places.”

It was one of Rabbi Greene’s congre-
gants who brought the problem into focus
for him. His son was struggling with addic-
tion, and he wanted the synagogue to host a
Families Anonymous group, which is for
relatives of people suffering from addiction.
He saw there were a lot of Jewish people
who were uncomfortable going into church-
es. Rabbi Greene brought the issue to his
Board of Trustees and was glad to see a
willingness to host meetings, which have
become very popular. About half the mem-
bers are Jewish; several are from Beth
Tikvah. “It was a great opportunity to break
the taboo and say this is OK to talk about. It
was a real gift for a lot of people, knowing
they are not alone.”

Like any sickness, it’s important to
remember that addiction is not a moral issue
or about willpower, said Kelly. “It is a
chronic, progressive, potentially fatal, yet
treatable, disease. We want people to call
us. We can point you in the right direction,
refer you to the best place and help you
begin to address this problem. This disease
has physical, psychological, and spiritual
symptoms, which is why we feel it’s so
important to join with our synagogue part-
ners in this effort.” 

Currently, several synagogues host 12-
step meetings. Temple Beth Tikvah hosts
Families Anonymous, on Mondays, at 7:15
p.m. Temple Kol Emeth hosts Atlanta Al-
Anon, Wednesdays, at 7:00 p.m. Temple
Kehillat Chaim hosts Alcoholics
Anonymous, Tuesdays, at 8:00 p.m. JACS
meets at Congregation Etz Chaim, the first
and third Tuesday of every month, at 7:00
p.m. For more information about syna-
gogue activities, contact these synagogues
directly. To learn more about JF&CS’
H.A.M.S.A. program and its Sober Shabbat
initiative, e-mail addiction@jfcs-
atlanta.org.

JF&CS News Are you looking for a laid-back, alcohol-free Shabbat experience? Welcome to
JF&CS’ Sober Shabbat dinners. Through this initiative, which kicked off in early
October, Jews in recovery—or any other individuals who would like an alcohol-free
Shabbat—have an opportunity to be surrounded by other Jews experiencing similar
circumstances, as well as to connect spiritually with their Jewish roots. A roaming
Sober Shabbat dinner is held the first Friday of the month, at various confidential loca-
tion in metro Atlanta. The next Sober Shabbat is December 7. For more information,
call 770-677-9318, or e-mail addiction@jfcs-atlanta.org.

Carly Sirlin
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By Marvin Botnick

On October 10, 2012, in the Cox Hall
ballroom on the campus of Emory University,
Dr. James W. Wagner, president of Emory
University, spoke the words that had not been
uttered for over 50 years —- “I am sorry; we
are sorry.”

Only six words, but this simple state-
ment finally acknowledged a dark chapter in
the life of Emory and a number of its former
students. Emory had now issued an official
apology for the anti-Semitic, discriminatory
actions of Dr. John E. Buhler, dean of the

Emory University School of
Dentistry from 1948 to 1961,
who died in 1976, and numer-

ous members of his faculty. 
Before a standing-room

crowd estimated to be in excess of
400 people, Dr. Wagner publically

declared: “As president of Emory
University, I hereby express

in the deepest, strongest
terms, Emory’s regret

for the anti-Semitic
practices of the dental
school during those
years. We at Emory
also regret that it has

taken this long for those
events to be properly

acknowledged . . .”
The overflow crowd had

assembled for the showing of From Silence to
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Happy Chanukah

Ahavath Achim Synagogue will mark
its 125th anniversary with a gala celebra-
tion at the historic Buckhead synagogue, on
January 27, 2013. Congregants and former
congregants, recent and longtime, as well
as rabbis, community leaders, and lay rep-
resentatives of the entire Atlanta Jewish
community, are reuniting to relive and
renew Conservative Judaism through AA’s
storied history.

Highlighting the festivities will be the
premier of Reunion, Renewal, Ruach, an
hour-long documentary narrated by film
and Broadway star Tovah Feldshuh
(Golda’s Balcony). She traveled to Atlanta
this past summer to trace an act of faith that
began in 1887, with a handful of impover-
ished Eastern European immigrants—
strong in their devotion and commitment—

Ahavath Achim Synagogue celebrates 125th anniversary

Emory University President James Wagner (right) presents to Perry
Brickman Emoryʼs History Maker Award for his historic effort to put togeth-
er the airing of an unfortunate and hurtful episode of bias and bigotry in the
universityʼs School of Dentistry.

‘I am sorry; 
we are sorry’

THE

Jewish Georgian

Vince Coppola (from left), Bobby Ezor, Tova Feldshuh, and Rabbi Lawrence
Rosenthal

Brickmanʼs
History
Maker Award

See EMORY, page 34 See WENGER, page 36

MICHAEL FEINSTEIN CLOSES OUT
BOOK FESTIVAL. The final night of the

Book Festival
of the MJCCA
f e a t u r e s
M i c h a e l
Feinstein, cele-
brated enter-
tainer and
author of The
Gershwins and
Me. This event
takes place
S u n d a y ,
November 18,
7:30 p.m. 

The Gersh-
wins and Me, a
b e a u t i f u l l y

illustrated account of the lives and legacies
of the Gershwins, is told through stories of

Michael Feinstein
(photo credit: Gilles
Toucas)

See MJCCA NEWS, page 36
See AHAVATH ACHIM, page 35

By Carolyn Gold

One of a continuing series on women who
are community leaders.

Dr. Nanette Wenger’s illustrious career
has been a shining example for women in

two ways. Not
only has she
been a trailblaz-
er in medicine
when women
were a rarity in
that field; she
has concentrated
on helping
women before
traditional medi-
cine acknowl-
edged female
heart problems.

Nanette Kass
grew up in New York and attended Hunter
College. Imagine what an academic record
she must have achieved to be admitted to

With all our hearts
women celebrate
Nanette Wenger as
a leader in medicine

Nanette Wenger
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Lester Czuper & Jeffrey Taratoot, 
Managing Partners

• Bathing, grooming & dental hygiene

• Medication reminders

• Light meal preparation

• Accompany to doctor’s appointments & run errands

• Housekeeping

• Provide a laugh or two with companionship

Fully Insured • State Licensed
As little as 5 hours to 24/7

Get Screened!
Victor Center Hosts Community Wide Screenings 

for 19 Preventable Jewish Genetic Diseases 

Temple Emanuel 
Screening

January 27, 2013 
10:00 am–2:00 pm
1580 Spalding Drive
Atlanta, GA 

Or VeShalom 
Screening

March 3, 2013 
10:00 am–2:00 pm
1681 N Druid Hills
Atlanta, GA

Einstein

VICTOR CENTER
ATLANTA

Already been screened? But not for 19? Update your screening now 
and prevent the heartache of an affected child.

1 in 4 Jews is a carrier for at least one of 19 genetic diseases
—all it takes is a simple blood test to find out if you are a carrier.

Maximum out-of-pocket cost is $25 if you have insurance.

Pre-registration preferred. Walk-ins welcome.
Register online at www.victorcenters.org/screening. We hope to see you there.

We thank Randy and Caroline Gold and family for their vision, courage and inspiration.

For further information, contact Nancy Citrin at 404 561 7478 
or email at nancy@victorcenters.org.
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HOLOCAUST 
            MEMORIAL 

               Twenty years ago,   
                             a bold   VISION PUT A

on the National Mall

CAN HELP SECURE 

by participating in the 

ITS GLOBAL IMPACT
TODAY YOU

   20th Anniversary  
Legacy Challenge

ushmm.org/connect 

100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW    
Washington, DC 20024-2126   
Tel 202.488.6591

Make safeguarding truth for future generations 
your personal legacy through a gift to the 
Museum’s endowment. In honor of the 
Museum’s 20th anniversary, a generous couple 
will match up to 10 percent of each newly 
identified planned gift to the endowment 
made known to the Museum before April 30, 
2013. Your planned gift to secure the Museum’s 
future—a gift that costs nothing today or 
provides income for life—has never had  
greater value.

www.ushmm.org/20thchallenge
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By Belle Klavonsky

CLASS ELECTIONS. Davis Academy students
may be too young to vote for president of the
United States, but they are not too young to learn
about and participate in the democratic process.
Second-grade students held elections for class
mayor after candidates campaigned and gave
speeches on their platforms, such as encouraging
students to follow the class rules or instituting
Munchie Monday if elected. Here, Leah Moradi
casts her vote in Ms. Rochester’s class.

MOLLA VISITS DAVIS. The Davis Academy
Middle School was honored to host a very distin-
guished guest in September. Israeli Knesset
Deputy Speaker Shlomo Molla, only the second
Ethiopian Jew to serve in the Knesset, spoke to
students, faculty, and parents about his difficult,
dramatic journey as a young man from Ethiopia to
Israel, as well as some of the social and political
challenges Israel faces today. Afterward Mr. Molla
spoke informally with teachers and students.
Shown here is Mr. Molla (center) and Davis
Academy Hebrew teachers Sigal Tzoref (from
left), Evelyn Grinberg-Isaak, Bruria Lahav, and
Orna Willis

PINK FOR BREAST CANCER. On October 19,
many Davis Academy Middle School students

wore pink, in support of Breast Cancer Awareness
Month. During Kabbalat Shabbat, Kim Goff, the
executive director of the Atlanta 2-Day Walk for
Breast Cancer, spoke to students. Pictured here,
wearing pink are (back row, from left) Caroline
Perlis and Rachel Fisher, along with Zack Cohen;
and (front row) Korin Pinsky, Emma Sidman, and
Sophie Zelony.

LEARNING THROUGH LETTERS. Through
the love of the alphabet, Davis Academy Mechina
(Pre-K) students are learning about children in
other places. Participating schools send each other
artfully decorated letters of the alphabet (the Davis
Mechina class was assigned the letter “U”), along
with correspondence telling about their school or
themselves. Here, Mechina students Isaac Katz,
Peyton Frank, Chloe Goldstein, and Gabi Swartz
point to some of the alphabet letters they have
received and the colorful map they are using to
show where the letters came from, including as far
away as Alaska. 

A BIG TZEDAKAH BOX. Starting with an over-
sized box provided by the Jewish Federation of

Greater Atlanta, the Davis Academy community
created a beautiful and inspirational tzedakah box
celebrating the school’s 20th anniversary. In this
project, spearheaded by parent volunteers Carolyn
Rosing, Mindy Shoulberg, Leanna Rinzler, and
Dina Srochi, an old-fashioned luggage trunk was
created, bearing icons and photos of memories
from Davis Academy’s first 20 years. Every Davis
student had a hand in the piece by drawing or sign-
ing images that evoked their favorite things about
their school.

SIMCHAT TORAH HONOR. Each year, the
Davis Academy celebrates Simchat Torah in full
regalia and as a complete community. All Middle
School students hold two completely unrolled
Torah scrolls, encircling all the Lower School stu-
dents who hold flags and wave. Eighth-grader
Alec Rosner (center), who read the end of one
Torah, was one of several students who had the
honor of Torah reading or delivering D’var Torah
messages during this joyous school-wide celebra-
tion.

SHOFAR WORKSHOP. Greenfield Hebrew
Academy 1st-graders learned about the process of
making a shofar from Rabbi Ari Karp, Mishnah
and Talmud teacher in GHA’s Middle School.
Thirty-one students gathered in the atrium to par-
ticipate in the shofar workshop, where they
learned about the tools for making a shofar.
Afterward, each student polished his or her own
shofar, to be finished and taken home for the holi-
day. Here, Samuel Bayer tries his hand at shofar
blowing. By the end of the session, the atrium was
ringing with a chorus of shofarot, each with a
slightly different tone. (Photo: Devi Knapp)

9/11 MEMORIAL. The Katherine and Jacob
Greenfield Hebrew Academy honored firefighters
at the school’s memorial for the victims of 9/11. At
an assembly, Battalion Commander Douglas
Hickin, of the Sandy Springs Fire Department,
explained that he was not at the World Trade
Center on 9/11, but some seemingly unconnected
events contributed to bring the tragedy home for
him in an unexpected way. Here, 7th-grader Jonah
Esworthy shakes the hand of Battalion

Commander Hickin, as the flags are lowered to
half-staff. 

SUKKAH DRUM CIRCLE. During Chol
HaMoed Sukkot, the GHA sukkah was the scene
of some very special holiday activities. Music
teacher Mrs. Dona Wise led 1st-8th-graders in a
series of drum circles. Students chose from a vari-
ety of unpitched instruments and divided into sec-
tions, each of which was taught its assigned
rhythm: drums thumped “I love my sukkah”;
wooden percussion players played “hang the
fruit”; and tambourines players shook their instru-
ments to “Suuuuukot!” And then they all did it
together. Here, 1st-grader Naftali Susson bangs a
tambourine. (Photo: Devi Knapp)

DISTINGUISHED GUEST. GHA recently wel-
comed Samuel Olens, attorney general for the
State of Georgia, who addressed the Middle
School at a special assembly. Afterward, students
asked about his personal history (“Did you experi-
ence discrimination as the highest-ranking Jewish
state official?) and his duties (“What do you think
is the state’s biggest problem?”). He spoke of
some of his cases and the problems he works to
solve. Pictured: 8th-graders Dan Jutan (from left),
Ari Stark, Nathan Paull, Lee Haber, Attorney
General Sam Olens, Ezra Blaut, Jeremy
Kopelman, Maya Allen, Brooke Ratner, Eliya
Brog, and Matt Sklar (Photo: Devi Knapp)

VOLLYBALL CHAMPIONSHIP. The GHA
Wolves have been fielding great teams for the
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Metropolitan Atlanta Athletics Conference this
year. The boys’ soccer team is finished for the year
and showed great improvement in its play over the
course of the season. The B volleyball team has
also just finished its season, coming in second in
its division. The A volleyball team, which holds
the number one position and remains the only
undefeated team in the league, just brought home
the Metropolitan Atlanta Athletic Conference
Championship trophy. Here, 8th-grader Karen
Asher prepares a winning serve. (Photo: Devi
Knapp)

MITZVAH CLOWNS. GHA students, in partner-
ship with Areyvut, have formed a mitzvah clown
troupe that has already visited an assisted living
facility. Students learned some standard clowning
techniques, but they mostly focused on the impor-
tance of mitzvah clowning. They studied sources
from Jewish texts on visiting the sick and elderly
and reviewed guidelines on interacting with peo-
ple who are ill or have special needs. Most impor-
tant, they learned that their main purpose is to pay
a friendly visit and let people know that others care
about them. Pictured (from left) are 5th-graders
Jaren Linowes and Avi Price. (Photo: Devi Knapp)

GARDEN BRINGS LEARNING TO LIFE. In
April 2009, The Epstein School’s Sustainable
Educational Garden and Pond was awarded
Certified Wildlife Habitat status by the National
Wildlife Federation. Since then, students have
been busier than ever, learning about taking care
of the earth, plants, and animals. This year, stu-
dents like 4th-graders Ryan Sturisky and Kayla
Kornfeld (pictured), were delighted when they
returned to school to see many new varieties of
plants and sunflowers that flourished over the
summer. In class, students discuss planting and
watering seeds, composting, the fall harvest, and
Sukkot. 

A TOWERING ACHIEVEMENT. During this
school year, there will be significant enhance-

ments made to Epstein’s educational garden. One
enhancement that has been made already is the
addition of an organic hydroponic garden tower,
donated by Epstein parent Amy Szumstein. The
new hydroponic tower is currently growing fresh
basil and tomatoes. This year, elementary students
like Harrison Lewis and Ethan Levine (pictured)
will study acids and bases through daily measure-
ment of the pH of the water that nurtures the
plants. The organic hydroponic garden will also
further enable integration of science and Judaic
studies. 

A GOOD RUN. On Wednesday, October 3,
Epstein 6th-grader Sarah Pearl (pictured) took 1st
place in cross country at the 2012 MAAC
Championships, at Brookhaven Park. Sarah has
performed exceptionally well all season, consis-
tently placing in the top 3. However, at the 2012
MAAC Championships, with approximately 70
girls in grades 6-8 competing, Sarah took home
the gold with a run time of 14:09. 

EXILE STORY. Torah Day School of Atlanta
Middle School girls are humming tunes from West
Side Story in preparation for Exile Story, this
year’s production. Set in and around the Pesach
Seder, Exile Story is written and directed by TDSA
parents Yacov and Rachelle Merlis Freedman.
Rachelle is also a TDSA alum. The performance is
Sunday, December 2, at the TDSA gym, and is
open to all women in the Atlanta community. For
tickets, call TDSA at 404-982-0800 ext. 546, and
leave a message. Tickets are $14 in advance, $17
at the door, or $9 for TDSA students and gradu-
ates. 

NEW MASCOT. Torah Day School of Atlanta’s
new mascot is SeFeRR, whose name stands for
Safe, Friendly, Responsible, Respectful. The

school is excited about its new mascot, as well as
the new school-wide behavior management pro-
gram based around its principles.

THE BEE TEAM. Mr. Jan Siegelman explains the
process of getting honey from the bees at the
TDSA Rosh Hashanah Festival.

SWEET VOICES. Kindergarten students sing
Rosh Hashanah songs for their parents.

GETTING READY. A group of volunteers from
the 5th-grade class, with Morah Dena Friedman,
prepare for the TDSA Rosh Hashanah Festival.

REFRESHED AND READY TO GO. TDSA stu-
dents get back in the swing of learning after the
long Succos break.

YESHIVA VOLLEYBALL. Yeshiva Atlanta’s
Girls’ Volleyball team recently completed another

successful year. Under the direction of Coach
Kealani Kukahiko, the team finished the season
with a record of 12 wins and 6 losses. But with just
over 100 students enrolled at YA, the success of
the program is measured in more than wins and
losses, and by all measures, this was an excellent
year. The team had 12 varsity players, four prac-
tice-team players, and two managers. One of the
season’s highlights was beating Tallulah Falls not
once, but twice, something a YA team had never
achieved. 

2012 SHABBATON. On Shabbat Parashat Noach,
October 19-21, Yeshiva Atlanta students hosted
thirty-one metro Atlanta 8th-graders at its 2012
Shabbaton, at Camp Blue Ridge. Jake Belinky and
Elan Miller, the co-presidents of YA’s Student
Council, along with Vice President Ben Valenta,
Secretary Jessica Nooriel, and Treasurer Ethan
Arbiser headed the effort, and the ruach of all the
students, from 8th-graders to YA seniors, was off
the charts. The weekend included Shabbat danc-
ing, dovening, learning programs, and fun activi-
ties like Color War, Trivial Pursuit, Ultimate
Frisbee, dodge ball, and MMM&M (Munching
Massive amounts of M&M’s). 

ELAN MILLER NAMED NATIONAL MERIT
FINALIST. YA senior Elan Miller has been named
a 2012 National Merit Finalist by the National
Merit Scholarship Corporation. Only 16,000 of the
1.5 million entrants earn this distinction. One of
Yeshiva Atlanta’s top students, Elan is co-presi-
dent of the Student Council, a soccer team mem-
ber, a senior staff writer for the school’s newspa-
per, and a member of the Environmental Club.
Elan is also an intern at the CDC, where he is
assisting on the VAERS Database (Vaccine
Adverse Event) timeliness reporting project. 
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Recognition: Confronting Discrimination in
Emory’s Dental School History, a documentary
spearheaded by Dr. Perry Brickman, which was
being publically viewed for the first time.
Brickman devoted four years (2008 – 2012) to
traveling throughout the country interviewing
former students and their families, discovering

original documents, and viewing personal cor-
respondence in libraries and personal archives.
The film catalogued Buhler’s actions through
accounts of individuals affected and the statisti-
cal documentation of the cashiering of Jewish
students under his administration merely
because they were Jews.

Academic accomplishments were and are
a pride of a student and his family, so when the
student stumbles in these pursuits, it is a matter
that is quieted. Others might be aware that the
individual does not return, but it is not some-
thing that is discussed. There is a stigma that the
individual had failed to meet the requirements,
and that the fault lies in that person, even if that
is not the case. Of those who did try to tell their
story, until 1960 they found no advocates who
were willing to pursue this issue.

That was the cloud that hung over the head
of these Jewish students. What was then por-
trayed as a failure in the classroom, which we
now know actually was the result of bigoted
morals, was an internalized horror story that
these men carried and lived with from that point
on. Though the cloak of silence enveloped the
events, the psychological effect of perceived
failure lingered. For some, the burden was so
great that they did not tell their friends, family,
future spouses, and children.

Brickman, who had graduated from
Emory’s undergraduate school as a B-plus stu-

dent in biology and had earned early admission
to the dental school, was mystified when he
received a letter that he had failed his course of
study during his first year in the dental school
and had flunked out. He recalled that his parents
said, “Why didn’t you work harder?’” He
remembers his mother saying, “What have you
done to me?” He said that, “It was almost like
being a rape victim. No one believed us. It
couldn’t be this one-sided story. Emory was a
great university, right? So we went off with our
tails between our legs.” Brickman went on to
enroll in the dental school at the University of
Tennessee, from which he graduated with hon-
ors and fourth in his class.

Art Burns, 80, of Jacksonville, Florida,
suffered a similar fate. In 1953 he was told that
he had not successfully met the requirements of
the school and would no longer be a student at
the institution. Like Brickman, he decided to
pursue his academic pursuit elsewhere, and he
went on to graduate first in his class of 131 stu-
dents at Temple University’s dental school.
After his graduation from dental school, he
recalls running into Buhler at an Army dental
base. Buhler, upon seeing Burns, remarked:
“Burns, I’d recognize that nose anywhere.” 

Then in 1960, Art Levin, who at that time
was the director of the Anti-Defamation
League’s Southeast office, was contacted by
one of the dental students who had flunked out.
According to Levin, the young man said that he
had been to several Jewish communal organiza-
tions, including the Jewish Community

Council, with his story, but that all of them
seemed skeptical and had done nothing.

Levin then took it on himself to investigate
further, and he was able to accumulate enough
information and data to conclude that 65% of
the Jewish dental students during the tenure of
Buhler had either flunked out or been forced to
repeat years of study. This was in contrast to
only 15% of the Christian students and only
13% of Jewish students during the years from
1937 through 1944. In the Emory’s medical
school, it was found that the similarly calculat-
ed comparison was only 3.8%. This data is
reported in Some of My Best Friends . . ., a book
written by Benjamin R. Epstein and Arnold
Forster. 

With the help of Morris Abram, a Georgia
native, who was living and practicing law in
Georgia at that time, and who later, among
other accomplishments, became the president
of Brandeis University, president of the
American Jewish Committee, and filled posts
on a variety of commissions and panels under
five U.S. presidents, and the assistance and
encouragement of Marvin Goldstein and
Gerald Reed, prominent Atlanta dentists, Levin
took his results to the Jewish Community
Council. Within the structure of the Jewish
community of Atlanta, this was the group that
served as the face of Atlanta Jewry in relations
with the general population.

It is important to understand that in 1960
the Jewish population of Atlanta was reported
to be approximately 15,000 people, only about
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Emory University designates Perry Brickman as a maker of Emory history,
citing that, “By your association with Emory University, you have made its
heritage shine more brightly and have made its name more worthy of
renown.”

Reprinted with permission from Some of My Best Friends, by the Anti-
Defamation League. New York: Anti-Defamation League, © 1962, www.adl.org.
All rights reserved.

Part of the standing-room crowd in
Cox Hall on the campus of Emory
University for the showing of the
documentary movie on the anti-
Semitic activities that took place in
the Emory University School of
Dentistry.



living tenuously around Gilmer Street, and
blossomed into one of the foremost beacons
of brotherly love, community service, and
Conservative Judaism, not only in Georgia,
but the nation as a whole.

“I’m blessed to have spent 20 fruitful
and productive years at Ahavath Achim,”
said Rabbi Arnold Goodman. “I benefited
from the example of great and forward-
looking leaders like Rabbi Harry Epstein
and Cantors Joseph Schwartzman and Isaac
Goodfriend. A connection continues today
with Rabbis Neil Sandler and Lawrence
Rosenthal.”

Among the many highlights of the
film—which will debut on a giant screen in
the Main Sanctuary—will be excerpts from
the Eizenstadt Family Memorial Lectures, a

renowned series that has brought thought
leaders and statesmen from around the
world to AA. “I could have held these lec-
tures in Washington, D.C.,” said
Ambassador Stuart Eizenstadt. “But my
family’s connections to AA are so strong,
important, and enduring, I wouldn’t host
the lectures anywhere else.”

The evening’s program will also
include the debut of “Etz Chaim He” by
internationally acclaimed Los Angeles
songwriter Craig Taubman, a stunningly
original arrangement that captures the
grandeur as well as the timelessness of the
composition, and live performances by
Scott Glazer, on-air host of “The Midday
Mix” (AM 1690, The Voice of the Arts);
AA’s own Andy Margolis (keyboards); and
Associate Rabbi Lawrence Rosenthal on
electric guitar.

Reunion, Renewal, Ruach includes
interviews with scores of congregants, syn-

agogue leaders, and iconic figures from
across the decades, as well as rarely seen
documentary footage and extraordinary
period interviews. It was produced and
directed by Bobby Ezor and written by for-
mer Newsweek reporter Vince Coppola.
Videography and editing were handled by
Paul and Donna Grady, of DeWitt Smith
Productions. AA Executive Director Barry
Herman and a long list of other volunteers
provided assistance.

The evening will provide the opportu-

nity to relive this fascinating history and
help assure the future of Atlanta’s mother-
ship synagogue and its contributions to the
Atlanta Jewish community. 

Tickets are $18. Order now; a full
house is expected. To purchase tickets, e-
mail 125thcelebration@gmail.com, or call
Cecile Waronker at 404-266-8676. For fur-
ther information regarding the documen-
tary, contact Bobby Ezor at
bobbyezor@gmail.com. 

11.5% of today’s population. Most of the lead-
ership at that time was either from the Atlanta
area or had lived here for many years. The pall
of the Leo Frank case still hovered over them in
their attitudes, and, while not dictating actions,
the awareness of what had happened had a bear-
ing on how such a matter should be handled.
Emory was a major icon in the social and eco-
nomic picture of Atlanta, and there was a strong
desire to handle this problem in a private man-
ner.

In December of 1960, a small delegation
from the Community Council met with Dr. S.
Walter Martin, president of the university, to
present the findings. While several non-defini-
tive responses were received from Martin, noth-
ing resembling a statement on the issue was
communicated.

Nothing further was heard from Emory
until, in March of 1961, it was learned that a
new application form had been issued by the
dental school. Included in the form was a space
provided for “Race”. Within this space the
applicant had three choices: Caucasian, Jew,
Other. In addition, a questionnaire was distrib-
uted to the dental students by the faculty
requesting reports of personal knowledge of
discrimination in the school based on religion.
The form did not require a signature, but it was
to be completed in the handwriting of the stu-
dent. With as much material that was in the
school’s possession in the students’ handwrit-
ing, identification of the individual completing
the form would not be hard to establish.

The two documents were furnished to the
university, and, as a result, their use was dis-
continued. Several weeks later a meeting was
held that was attended by representatives of
both groups, including Buhler and two mem-
bers of the Emory Board of Visitors. There was
no resolution of the matter at that time, but nine
days later Buhler resigned.

Buhler was gone, and, with his leaving,
this form of overt anti-Semitism was greatly
reduced at the dental school. Emory had
removed the cause of the abscess and was able
to move forward without this ethical infection.
The quota system for admission and the segre-
gation barriers still remained at that time, but
these too eventually would be faced.

Institutional transgressions can be correct-
ed without the lingering psychological scars

that are inflicted on humans. Buhler and his
reign were over. But what of the hopes and
expectations that accompanied the letter of
acceptance that had been received by the stu-
dents? There was an agreement, commitment,
understanding, and expectation that, once
accepted for admission, if the student fulfilled
the required course of study, he or she would
graduate. What of the moral obligation not to
subvert this obligation on false grounds?

Dr. James Freedman, former president of
Dartmouth College, in writing about a speech
he gave at the dedication of the Roth Center for
Jewish Life at Dartmouth, commented about
the significant change that the Center represent-
ed in the former discriminatory admission poli-
cies against Jews in the Ivy League schools. In
this piece, he wrote that he had “come to
believe that acknowledging the past would
work a redemption both institutionally and per-
sonally.”  He went on to write that he “felt
cleansed and unburdened, as if a psychological
boil had been lanced.”

At Emory, the wrong had been corrected in
1961, but until now, the lack of public acknowl-
edgement of the past had not, in Dr. Freedman’s
words, “worked a redemption both institution-
ally and personally.” The individuals affected
by these acts continued to live with the shame
and embarrassment of perceived failure. They
had been remanded to a life-long prison of
unwarranted and unjustified doubt, shame, and,
in some cases, the end of a dreamed career.

This was the day when Emory married the
change in administration at the dental school
that had taken place 51 years earlier to the ethi-
cal touch and human concern for the feelings
and impact of acts that had been perpetrated.
Over thirty former students and/or their families
attended from around the country, and at this
showing and in a private dinner afterwards, Dr.
Wagner apologized for these wrongs to those
directly affected and to the community in gen-
eral.

The welcome and apology was publically
given, and the school embraced the former stu-

dents as men of Emory. The genuineness with
which the administration and the school con-
fronted the issue was evident. While what had
happened cannot be expunged, the ghosts that
had haunted for so long had been exorcised.
Emory had evidenced one of the characteristics
that makes it a great institution; a place to be
admired and praised. We learn from the past to
better the future. 

Dr. Gary S. Hauk, Vice President and
Deputy to the President of Emory, in a “Brief
History”, quotes Emeritus Professor James
Harvey Young in an earlier history of Emory
writing that “the University has sought,
throughout its life, ‘to make the chief ends of
teaching and learning not simply the advance-
ment of scholarly knowledge and professional
expertise but also the cultivation of humane
wisdom and moral integrity.’ ” 

Cor Prudentis Possidebit Scientiam:
The wise heart seeks knowledge.

—Emory University motto, Proverbs
18:15 
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Ahavath Achim

In 1960, it was through the efforts of
Arthur J. Levin, who was then the head of
the Atlanta office of the Anti-Defamation
League, that the discriminatory treatment

of the Jewish students at the
Emory University School of
Dentistry was documented.
His work and diligence in
pursuing a just solution with
the Emory University
administration eventually
led to the change of adminis-
tration at that school. In
appreciation of this impor-
tant work and the time and
effort expended by Levin,
Dr. Marvin Goldstein of
Atlanta spearheaded a move
at the annual meeting of the
Alpha Omega International
Dental Fraternity in 1960 to
pass a resolution he drafted
recognizing and commending Levin for
what he had done. 

Levin left the Ant-Defamation shortly
after this, and little was said about it going
forward, nor was anything more done in
recognition of his work. In 2010, the events
involved in this tragic affair again came to

light, and, although Levin was now in his
90s, the Alpha Omega International Dental
Fraternity felt it only appropriate and in
order to bestow on him a Certificate of
Recognition and Appreciation.

Citation from Alpha Omega
International Dental Fraternity

Certificate of Recognition and Appreciation



twelve of their greatest songs, several of
which will be
performed by
the author dur-
ing the evening.
Feinstein shares
unforgettable
stories and rem-
iniscences from
the music that
d e f i n e d
American pop-
ular song, along

with rare Gershwin memorabilia he’s collect-
ed through the years. 

Tickets for non-members are $24; tick-
ets for members are $18 or $50 for Premier
Seating. For tickets and information, call the
MJCCA Box Office at 678-812-4005, or
visit www.atlantajcc.org/bookfestival.

PASSPORT TO LITERACY. Give the gift of
reading to the children in our community.
Support Project GIVE’s Passport to Literacy
program, a Book Festival of the MJCCA
community action project, whose mission is

to collect new and gently used children’s
books (ages infant-13) to support shelters,
hospitals, and schools throughout Atlanta.
This mitzvah will make a difference in the
lives of so many. For more information, con-
tact projectgive@atlantajcc.org or 678-812-
3978.

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS. BBYO
held its New Member Convention at Camp
Barney Medintz, from September 21-23. It
was coordinated by Vice Presidents of
Membership Ashley Katzenstein, of North
Springs Charter High School, and Jake
Cook, of George Walton Comprehensive
High School. In attendance were more than
125 new members, as well as 56 top leaders
from BBYO, who ran the weekend pro-
grams. 

Teens participated in Shabbat services
and educational programs and learned tradi-
tional BBYO cheers. They also attended
their first business meeting on Sunday, at
which representatives were chosen for AZA
(boys) and BBG (girls); Josh Nooromid and
Emma Peters were elected by their peers to
represent the BBYO class of 2016.
Additionally, 16 senior girls led their tradi-
tional Saturday night program, which pro-
vided inspiration and motivation for the

incoming BBYO class. 
The weekend was a success and the

teens now look forward to the Southern

Region Convention in November at Rock
Eagle 4-H Center. 
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Harvard Medical School in 1950 after only
three years of undergraduate study. At
Harvard she was one of only ten women out
of a class of 120 to earn an MD in 1954.
She then did her residency in cardiology at
Mt. Sinai Hospital. Nanette says she was
“always interested in science and especially
cardiology.”

When asked how she met her future
husband, Dr. Julius Wenger, she says their
fathers were friends and introduced them to
each other. Julius was in the Public Health
Service and was made Chief of
Gastroenterology at the Veterans
Administration Medical Center here in
Atlanta. They married, and after another
year of training in cardiology here, she
joined the faculty of Emory Medical
School. Her teaching has always been at
Grady Hospital and still is. 

Dr. Nanette Wenger’s mission has been
“to serve the underserved population,” and
at Grady her interest grew in women’s heart
problems. She says she did hit a glass ceil-
ing, for there were almost no women on the
faculty.

She also began to see that there were
no women in the heart research studies. The
assumption was that the research being
done on men and their heart problems gave
results that were applicable to women. Dr.
Wenger says, “What we learned in the past
two decades is the difference in the way
women present with a heart attack.”

So women’s heart problems became
her major crusade. Nanette has done advo-
cacy, teaching, clinical practice, research,
and much writing in this field. Her work has

resulted in professional recognition and
many awards. Dr. Wenger was named the
First Woman Governor for Georgia of the
American College of Cardiologists. She has
been awarded the highest honor bestowed
by the American Heart Association, The
Gold Heart Award. This January Emory is
establishing the Hurst, Logue, Wenger
Society for all who have trained in cardiol-
ogy at Emory. 

Nanette has been Chief Cardiologist at
Grady Hospital. She is still working, still
teaching, seeing patients, writing and still
doing research, though she has stepped
down as Chief of Cardiology.

When asked how their house func-
tioned with two doctor-parents and three
daughters, Nanette said since both she and
Julius were in academic medicine, they had
fixed schedules and were on call different
hours. One always managed to be home.
Two of their daughters are physicians and
one is an historian. The Wengers now have
six grandchildren.

In addition to her medical career, Dr.
Nanette Wenger twice found time to be
president of Hadassah, president of the
Jewish Children’s Service, forerunner of
JELF, and the first woman president of the
Atlanta Bureau of Jewish Education. As a
member of the board of the Atlanta Jewish
Community Center, she wrote grants which
started the JCC cardiac rehabilitation pro-
gram, one of the earliest such programs, as
well as the program for older adults, which
fed into Meals on Wheels. 

Dr. Nanette Wenger richly deserves to
be our women’s community leader in med-
icine for her years of service and caring.
The Jewish Georgian and many patients
and former medical students salute her. 

NEW MEMBER CONVENTION. Senior girls led the Saturday night program:
(top row, from left) Eva Steinberg, Ashley Katzenstein, Julie Kaden,
Rebecca Shafron, Hilit Jacobson, Aliya Saulson, Carli Ackerstein, and
Emily Diamond; (bottom row) Zoe Falkenstein, Amanda Mizell, Elli Bock,
Renee Lewis, Carly Aronin, Haley Greenberg, Rachel Levenstiem, and
Samantha Jacober (Photo: Laura Fendrick)

From page 29

Wenger
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FIVE YEARS OF JSU. Just five years after its
debut, the Jewish Student Union can now lay
claim to being the largest Jewish youth educa-
tional organization in the South. 

JSU is proud to connect 1,300+ members
at 16 Atlanta-area high schools. Record num-
bers of teens at four of the high schools have
registered to be a part of the organization:
Riverwood, 267 members; Johns Creek, 153
members; Chattahoochee, 136 members; and
Northview, 128 members.

A fun outlet for exploring Judaism, JSU
offers many teens their first-ever opportunities
to engage in Jewish activities. Those who have
lost their connection to Judaism since their bar
and bat mitzvahs have the opportunity to
reconnect. Two integral components of being a
JSU member are getting involved in local

communities and learning about one’s Jewish
heritage.

JSU’s charismatic leader, Rabbi Chaim
Neiditch, runs engaging activities before and
after school, as well as during lunch. These

include shofar blowing, making Hebrew name
bracelets, challah braiding, making Seder
plates, and many others. 

To get involved in the JSU, contact Rabbi
Neiditch at 404-376-8800 or
rcn@jsuatlanta.com, or visit jsuatlanta.com

ROSH HASHANAH WITH JSU. The High
Holiday season swept into the Atlanta area
with great gusto this year, with over 800 teens
taking part in themed JSU activities. Rabbi
Chaim Neiditch led educational sessions at
each JSU club, where the main topics of focus
were Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and
uniquely Jewish concepts such as tshuva
(repentance). Rabbi Neiditch engaged the par-
ticipants in rousing discussions, during which
the excitement of learning the deeper mean-
ings of the High Holidays was palpable.

Over and above the spiritual pleasures,
the teens also got a sweet taste of the New
Year. In a twist on the tradition of dipping
apples in honey, they also dipped apples in
melted caramel and then rolled them in top-
pings like M&M’s and Rolos. 

Teens at Chattahoochee High School
enjoying JSU Rosh Hashanah pro-
grams

CELEBRATING SUKKOT. Just after the
High Holidays come to a close, the Sukkot
Festival begins. Over 500 JSU teens took part
in hands-on sessions dedicated to learning the
meaning of Sukkot customs and observances.
Among the rituals discussed were the building
of sukkahs and the shaking of the four species
(lulav, etrog, hadas, and arava).

Rabbi Chaim Neiditch led the proceed-
ings at each of the club events, which included
a discussion of the biblical sources underlying
each of the Sukkot rituals. Following the dis-
cussions, participants took part in creating gin-
gerbread sukkahs, adorned with marshmallow
fluff, licorice, colorful candies, and other
treats. Many teens took up the four species
afterward and shook them during JSU meet-
ings on Chol HaMoed Sukkot.

JSU NEWS

Maddie Hinerfeld blowing shofar at
Centennial High School JSU

Teens at Dunwoody High School JSU
show off their sukkah made of candy.

Noa Kalfon, at Riverwood High School
JSU, shakes the lulav and etrog.

Cary Racioppi, Allie Lutin, and Megan
Danz show off their caramel apples at
Johns Creek High School JSU
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The Davis Academy and URJ Camp
Coleman are among six pairs of Jewish
schools and camps that have received
grants to participate in a unique pilot pro-
gram. Through this program, Davis and
Camp Coleman are sharing an experienced
Jewish educator, who is working to enhance
programming for both institutions.

Conceived in collaboration with the
Union for Reform Judaism, and with fund-
ing from The AVI CHAI Foundation and
The Jim Joseph Foundation, the Nadiv
Program is a pioneer effort that builds rela-
tionships and community connections, ben-
efiting students, campers, and communities.
The Hebrew word nadiv means both gener-
ous and noble. 

Davis and Coleman selected Sara Beth
Berman, who brings a wealth of experience
to this role. Working primarily at Davis dur-
ing the school year and Coleman during the
summer, she is always mindful of ways to
promote collaboration between the two. 

Sara Beth holds a bachelor of science
degree in psychology from the University
of Florida and a master of Jewish education
degree from the Davidson School at the
Jewish Theological Seminary. She previ-
ously served as associate director of
Storahtelling and has worked at the
Foundation for Jewish Camp, Camp Ramah
Darom, Camp Ramah in the Berkshires,
Penguin Group (USA), and a variety of
summer programs, including URJ Camp
Coleman.

Sara Beth works closely with Rabbi

Lapidus at Davis, along with the Jewish
Studies and Hebrew teams. On any given
day, she will be working on a tefillah pro-
gram, coordinating large-scale projects,
scouting social action opportunities for stu-
dents, teaching about Hebrew and holidays,
and even sitting cross-legged on the floor,
learning with students. In the future, she
envisions increasing involvement in devel-
opment of Shabbat and tefillah experiences,
curriculum enhancement, and trip program-
ming.

At Camp Coleman, Sara Beth gives the
camp continuity in programming. Says URJ
Camp Coleman Director Bobby Harris,
“The Nadiv Program enabled Camp
Coleman to attract a top-flight experiential
Jewish educator highly skilled at building
interpersonal connections. Now, rather than
us conducting our annual search for a pro-
gram director, we can take a long-range
view toward building curriculum and pro-
viding the highest quality programming for
our campers. Sara Beth made an instant
connection with our staff and faculty, and
she is already collaborating with rabbis,
educators, and staff throughout the region
to make next summer even better.”

The Nadiv program was also con-
ceived with the idea of creating a new kind
of career path for talented educators such as
Sara Beth. “Sara Beth is innovative, hard-
working, and reflective; values collegiality;
has a great sense of humor; and is extreme-
ly dedicated to strengthening the Jewish
people. She has a natural way of working
with children of all ages and has many
years of experience working in different
Jewish venues around the country,” said
Rabbi Micah Lapidus, Davis Academy
director of Jewish and Hebrew Studies.

Says Berman, “Building a new job is
very exciting, and in this role I always wear
two hats. My goal for the position is simple:
help make Davis an even more fabulous
place, create exciting and dynamic pro-
gramming for Coleman campers, and keep
building the partnership between Davis and

Coleman.”
Sharing Sara Beth’s skills and expert-

ise further enhances what is already a long-
established community partnership
between Davis and Camp Coleman.

For their yearlong mitzvah project, for
example, Davis 5th-graders work to give
less privileged children a great experience
through Camp Jenny, which occurs at
Camp Coleman over Memorial Day week-
end each year. Students collect supplies,
such as backpacks or summer clothing, for
the Camp Jenny kids and even travel to
Camp Coleman, located in Cleveland,
Georgia, about an hour north of Davis
Academy, to tidy up the grounds in prepa-
ration for the campers. 

In addition, plans are in the works to
build on the school-camp connection, by
having weekend retreats from Davis at
Coleman for students and parents. And, in
support of engaging an even greater seg-
ment of the community, Sara Beth is
exploring an interfaith component and per-
haps eventually even an interfaith retreat at
Coleman, according to Coleman’s Harris.

“The present moment in Jewish life
requires tremendous innovation,” says
Rabbi Lapidus. “The Nadiv program is an
expression of the type of creativity neces-
sary to meet the needs of the Jewish com-
munity today. Collaboration between two
organizations is not a simple process, but
the opportunities for meaningful growth on
the basis of true collaboration are real and
exciting.”

Special Jewish educator joins Davis Academy, URJ Camp Coleman in unique role

Nadiv educator Sara Beth Berman
explains the blessings and rituals of
Sukkot to Davis Academy kinder-
garten students and their families.

By Jonathan Barach

SHOP AND SCHMOOZE. The 4th Annual Shop
& Shmooze Bazaar will take place Sunday,
November 18th, 7:30-10 p.m., in Heritage Hall at
Congregation Beth Jacob. Local and out-of-state
vendors will sell unique items for Chanukah and
year round. Also, gold, silver, and planinum can
be traded for instant cash. Admission is a $5 sug-
gested donation at the door, with all proceeds to
support the Beth Jacob Florence and Seymour
Gerson Mikvah. 

EXPLORING ANTI-SEMITISM. Dr. Michael
Berenbaum presents “This Isn’t Your Father’s
Anti-Semitism,” Sunday, December 2, 10:00
a.m., at Congregation Etz Chaim, 1190 Indian
Hills Parkway, Marietta. Admission is a suggest-
ed donation benefiting Congregation Etz Chaim
Men’s Club. The event includes breakfast; limit-
ed seating is available. Dr. Berenbaum, a writer,
lecturer, and teacher consulting in the conceptual
development of museums and the historical
development of films, is an adjunct professor of
theology at the University of Judaism in Los
Angeles. For more information, call
Congregation Etz Chaim at 770-973-0137.

FILM AND DISCUSSION. On December 4, The
Breman Museum and the National Center for
Civil and Human Rights present “Inspiring

Possibilities.” The event features the screening of
From Swastika to Jim Crow, a documentary
about Jewish intellectuals who fled Germany and
continued their academic careers at historically
black colleges in the South. The screening will be
followed by a discussion with prolific scholar
Joyce Ladner, who was mentored by Dr. Dr.
Ernst Borinski, a Holocaust survivor who taught
at Tougaloo College; Hank Klibanoff, Pulitzer
Prize-winning journalist and author, will moder-
ate the discussion. For information, call 678-222-
3700 or visit thebreman.org.

OFF TO SAVANNAH. The Breman Museum
Chai Trip to Savannah is December 4-6. This trip
is exclusively available to Chai-level Breman
members. Explore art collections in three private
homes, visit Savannah College of Art & Design,
and enjoy the best in local cuisine. For more
information or reservations, contact Rachel Katz
at 678-222-3758 or rkatz@thebreman.org.

ART FOR INDEPENDENCE. Jewish Family &
Career Services’ Tools for Independence (TFI)
WORKS clients will present their work at the
ArtWORKS Gala, December 6, 5:30-7:30 p.m.,
at The Art Institute of Atlanta, East Court Square,
in Decatur. TFI’s ArtWORKS program provides
a therapeutic outlet for clients, while also build-
ing their prevocational skills as the program mar-
kets their artistic creations. Purchasing a unique,

handcrafted ArtWORKS piece recognizes these
artists and supports their empowerment. For
details, contact Rachel Miller, coordinator,
Vocational Services, Developmental Disabilities
Services, at rmiller@jfcs-atlanta.org or 770-677-
9450.

HAPPY CHANUKAH. Join Chabad Jewish
Center at the Downtown Woodstock Park, on
Sunday, December 9, at 5:30p.m., for the 5th
Annual Menorah Lighting and Chanukah
Celebration. Visit JewishWestCobb.com, or call
678-460-7702 for details.

VODKA & LATKES. Vodka & Latkes, Atlanta
biggest Chanukah party, takes place December
13, 7:00-11:00 p.m., at Shout, in Midtown. Dance
the night away or enjoy a cocktail on the rooftop
deck. Tickets are $10 for MJCCA members and
$15 for nonmembers through December 6; after
December 6, the cost is an additional $5 per tick-
et. For more information, contact Roey Shoshan
at 678-812-4055 or roey.shoshan@atlantajcc.org.

MUSIC ON MAIN STREET. On December 17,
5:00-7:00 p.m., enjoy the Baal Shem Tones at
Music on Main Street, a new series featuring
local talent performing in the Marcus Jewish
Community Center of Atlanta’s main lobby. The
Baal Shem Tones features husband and wife duo
Helene and Michael Kates. Their tightly crafted,
pop-influenced Americana music has been
described as “100% American and 100%
Jewish,” with “a powerful spiritual punch that
stands out as different from standard Jewish
musical fare.” The concert is free; food is avail-
able for purchase at Goodfriend’s Grill. For

details, call Brian Glusman, 678-812-4161, or
visit www.atlantajcc.org.

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF. Company J presents
“Fiddler on the Roof,” January 19-February 3,
2013, at MJCCA Zaban Park. Tickets are $12-
$30. Special performances include an autism-
friendly performance, January 27, at 5:00 p.m.,
and a sing-along performance, February 3, at
10:00 a.m. For more information, contact the Box
Office at 678-812-4002.

HAVINAGALA. Havinagala, the annual
fundraiser and party for Jewish Family & Career
Service’s PAL Program, Atlanta’s Jewish big
brother/big sister program, is Saturday, January
26, 2013, 8:00 p.m.-midnight, at City Club of
Buckhead. For details, call 678-460-7702, or visit
https://yourtoolsforliving.org/calendar/events/ha
vinagala. Tickets are $55 in advance, $60 at the
door.

THE GREATEST FUNDRAISER ON EARTH.
On January 27, 2013, Torah Day School of
Atlanta will present a fun, magical, visually stun-
ning evening, “Cirque du Simcha: The Sound of
Joy and Celebration.” The event, which will be
held at Le Fais do-do, features a gourmet dessert
reception, silent auction, and the extravagant
Class Treasures raffle. Entertainment will include
illusionist Thomas Clark and the TDSA Boys’
Choir. The evening’s honorees are Josh and Jodi
Wittenberg. Susan Krohn is being recognized
with the 2013 Distinguished Educator Award. For
more information, visit
www.tdsamainevent.com.

Thought You’d Like To Know
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What a night it was as Susie Fishbein,
the world’s most popular kosher cook-
book author, presented a pre-Rosh
Hashanah cooking demo and dinner at
Congregation Beth Jacob. The event was
both delicious and educational for all. She
prepared tri-colored matzoh balls, orange
chicken, whipped carrots, and an apple
rum croustade dessert. In addition to her
meticulous preparation instructions, Susie
offered the following tips:
• The immersion blender is a must-have in
the kitchen. To clean it, simply place the
blender tip in a bowl of water, and whirr.
• Want to discover a fun way to separate
eggs? Go to
youtube.com/watch?v=Uz2Vnp5ZW4c.
This video is all in Chinese, but has had
13 million hits. Amazing!
• Are you freezer phobic? Some people
are—however, if properly labeled and
sealed, many dishes and leftovers are fine
in the freezer. 

By press time, Susie’s new cookbook
Kosher by Design: The Cooking Coach
will have been released. Of course, it is a
“must have” for both the aspiring or expe-
rienced cook. I am looking forward to
reading it and trying some of her tips and
recipes. More on the book in a future col-
umn. 

And speaking of cookbooks—I have
recently come across two additional cook-
books that I recommend to those who
enjoy replicating authentic classic recipes. 

The Mile End Cookbook (Clarkson
Potter Publishers) offers 100 Jewish com-
fort food recipes, transforming nostalgic
Jewish cuisine and traditional deli dishes
to fit the contemporary American culinary
landscape. By the way, Mile End refers to
a downtown Montreal neighborhood
that’s historically and still heavily Jewish.
The authors, husband and wife Noah and
Rae Bernamoff, share recipes for cheese-

cake, smoked meats, pickles, chopped
liver, rugelach, smoked white fish salad,
and more. Most touchingly, the book is
dedicated to their grandmothers—Noah’s
Nana Lee, who was the ultimate home-
maker, and Rae’s Grandma Bea, who still
is a high-powered professional. They pay
tribute to both women as sources of wis-
dom and inspiration. As Rae Bernamoff
writes in the introduction, the aim of the
book is to bring “good Jewish food into
the present tense.”

Inside the Jewish Bakery: Recipes
and Memories from the Golden Age of
Jewish Baking (Camino Books) is more
than a collection of recipes. The book
chronicles the history and traditions—as
well as the distinctive baked goods—of
Ashkenazi Jewry in Eastern Europe and
America. The authors present an edible
cultural history, sharing recipes and sto-
ries, with a powerful sense of life, time,
memory, and insight. This book was very
personal to me, since my maternal grand-
father worked in Orwasher’s bakery, in
New York, when he first immigrated to
America from Poland, and my father also
managed a Jewish bakery in New York
early in his working life. 

Co-authors Stanley Ginsberg and
Norman Berg share heirloom recipes for
specialties like corn and deli rye, challah,
bagels, bialys, onion rolls, pletsl, and salt
sticks. And then there are the
pastries…Russian coffee cake, honey
cake, black and whites, marble cake, man-
delbrot, marbled wonder cake, Linzer
cookies, and more. Also included is a spe-
cial chapter on Passover baking. Inside
the Jewish Bakery offers the reader a nos-
talgic glance at a fast-disappearing, cher-
ished way of life. 

HANUKKAH FINDS

Two new products to consider for
Hanukkah 2012:
• The Port-A-Menorah card, by Chronicle
Books, is a fun decoration, especially for
travelers, college students, hospital
patients, or children. The menorah-card is
packaged in a large mail-ready envelope
with a menorah base, two dreidels, and
nine detachable candles. The paper
punch-out menorah is easy to assemble
and symbolically “light” every night. 

• Walkers Shortbread has introduced a
new Hanukkah-themed treat—a brightly
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Roberta
Scher

BY

Kosher Affairs

See KOSHER AFFAIRS, page 42
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KOSHER UPDATES

Café Noga, formerly OU for You, has
closed. There are plans to relocate at least its
catering division.

Goodfriend’s Grill at Hillel has the follow-
ing new restaurant hours: Monday-Thursday,
11:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. (dairy only), 4:00-8:00
p.m. (meat only); Friday, 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
(dairy only); Sunday, closed.

Enjoy Latin sushi and sake at Fuego
Mundo, every Wednesday night, from 3:00-9:00
p.m. Visit www.fuegomundo.com for more
details.

Cupz & Cakes pastry shop and coffee
house has discontinued AKC certification.

Ali’s Cookies Perimeter has discontinued
AKC supervision; the Marietta store is still cer-
tified.

Pita Palace now has delivery available.
Call 404-781-7482 for further information.

Carvel Ice Cream in Dunwoody has closed.
There currently is no other AKC-approved

Carvel store in Atlanta at this time. Prepackaged
Carvel products with a Kof-K are available in
supermarkets.

The chocolate sprinkles and rainbow sprin-
kles at Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt are no longer
on the approved toppings list. Make sure to
check the kosher letter in store.

KEURIG COFFEE MACHINES

Information for this item was taken from an
OU article by Rabbi Eli Gersten.

K-Cup coffee packs are used with Keurig
coffee brewing systems. Some are kosher, some
are kosher-dairy, and some are not kosher. 

To kasher a machine that was used with a
non-kosher K-Cup, wipe out the cup holder all
around (inside and underneath) with damp paper
towels, and run hot water through the machine
so that it touches all surfaces. Ripping out the
bottom of a Styrofoam cup and placing it over
the bottom of the cup holder will cause the hold-
er to fill with hot water. 

Do not toivel a Keurig machine, as it has a
digital component that will be ruined. Rabbi
Belsky, of the OU, says that tevilah is not
required. 

Currently, Swiss Miss and Café Escapes
are the non-kosher K-cups.

Rabbi Reuven Stein is director of supervision for
the Atlanta Kashruth Commission, a non-profit
organization dedicated to promoting kashruth
through education, research, and supervision.

Rabbi Reuven
Stein

BY

Kosher KornerKosher Korner

GIVE THE GIFT OF ISRAEL
Invest in Israel Bonds · israelbonds.com

MAZEL TOV 
BOND

eMITZVAH
 BOND*

Development Corporation for Israel/Israel Bonds
Southeast Region

1100 Spring Street, Suite 720 · Atlanta, GA. 30309
800.752.5649 · atlanta@israelbonds.com

*Available for purchase online only

This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate 
the risks associated with investing in Israel bonds. Member FINRA
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designed bag of 27
Mini Festive Stars.
I find Walker’s
irresistible on an
everyday basis and
look forward to
munching these on
Hanukkah. They
are certified OU
dairy, and are
available in main-

stream pharmacies and supermarkets. 

KOSHER FAMILY FUN

We recently took some of our grand-
children on a day trip to one of Georgia’s
most popular and famous destinations,
Babyland General Hospital, in Cleveland.

In addition to ogling the collectible
Cabbage Patch dolls, we watched the
“birth” of a baby and its adoption, care-

fully budgeted our baby shopping, and
enjoyed the scenery. I discovered that this
beautiful facility is available for weddings
and parties of various sizes—even chil-
dren’s birthday parties. There are several
rooms that can be leased for events, and
outside kosher catering and food are wel-
come. By the way, don’t trash that original
Cabbage Patch Doll, which is likely col-
lecting dust in the back of a closet. With
the original birth certificate and a hand-
written signature by Cabbage Patch
founder Xavier Roberts, the baby may be
worth thousands of dollars. For more
information about the party facilities, or
the company, go to cabbagepatchkids.com

The First Annual Kosher BBQ
Competition came to Atlanta, Sunday,
October 14, attracting throngs of BBQ
fans. Congregation B’nai Torah hosted the
event, which is also being held in
Memphis, Long Island, and Birmingham.
Prizes were given for best brisket, ribs,
beans, and more, and the judges were offi-
cial tasters.

What’s cooking? E-mail
kosheraffairs@gmail.com.

This column is meant to provide the
reader with current trends and develop-
ments in the kosher marketplace and
lifestyle. Since standards of kashruth cer-
tification vary, check with the AKC or
your local kashruth authority to confirm
reliability. 

From page 40

Kosher Affairs

1. You donate to JELF.

2.  JELF makes interest-free loans to students  
to supplement scholarship/loan money. 

3. Jewish students thrive.

4. You feel great.

5. Repeat Steps 1 through 4.

To learn more call 770-396-3080 or email  
info@jelf.org.

How to Send a  Jewish Student 

 to College 101

(770) 396-3080
www.jelf.org



Orange Chicken over Whipped Carrots
Adapted from Kosher by Design

Entertains by Susie Fishbein

This chicken is exceptionally delicious and
lovely to serve atop or alongside the car-
rots. The caramelized sauce adds a bit of
crisp to the finished dish. Serves approxi-
mately 4, but can be doubled, tripled, or
more, as needed.

Orange Chicken

2 large oranges
2 tablespoons honey
1 1/2 tablespoons soy sauce
1 tablespoon roasted sesame oil
1/4 teaspoon ground ginger
1/8 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 chicken, cut into eighths
salt, pepper
1 teaspoon cornstarch, dissolved in 1/4 cup
water

Whipped Carrots

2 lbs. carrots, peeled and sliced into
approximately 1/2” rounds
3 tablespoons sugar
zest and juice of 1 small orange
6 tablespoons margarine, sliced into pieces
pinch ground ginger
pinch salt

Orange Chicken: Grate zest from 2
oranges into a medium bowl. Juice the
oranges into the same bowl. Add honey,
soy sauce, sesame oil, ginger, red pepper
flakes, and garlic; whisk together.

Season chicken pieces on both sides
with salt and pepper. Place chicken in a
sealable plastic bag, add sauce, and mari-
nate 6 hours or overnight.

When ready to bake, pre-heat oven to
375 degrees.

Remove chicken from marinade.
Reserve marinade, and pour into pan.

Place chicken in a baking dish, and
bake uncovered.

Pour the dissolved cornstarch into
reserved cold marinade; whisk together.
Bring mixture to a boil, and simmer on low
heat for 5-6 minutes, until thickened. Baste
chicken several times with this sauce while
it bakes. Chicken should be ready in about
1 hour.

Whipped carrots: Meanwhile, place
carrots and sugar in a large pot. Cover with
water; season with salt. Bring to boil, and
cook 25-30 minutes, until carrots are soft.
Drain, but reserve 1 cup cooking water.
Return carrots to the pot. Heat until any
remaining moisture is gone. Add the orange
juice, zest, margarine, ginger, and salt to
taste.

Using an immersion blender right in
the pot, puree the carrots until whipped and
smooth. If too dry, thin with reserved cook-
ing water. The carrots can be made in
advance and reheated. 

Serve the chicken over or alongside a
mound of carrots.

—————

Apple Rum Croustade
Adapted from Kosher by Design Lightens

Up by Susie Fishbein

A beautiful ending to a special meal. Makes
approximately 10 servings.

Nonstick cooking spray
1 tablespoon butter or margarine
2 large Granny Smith apples, peeled, cored,
and cut into 1/4 inch pieces
2 Macintosh or Braeburn apples, peeled,
cored, and cut into 1/4 inch pieces
1 tablespoon orange juice
3 tablespoons dark brown sugar
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
2 tablespoons cornstarch
2 tablespoons dark rum
12-14 sheets (1⁄2 of 16-ounce box) phyllo
dough, defrosted overnight in the refrigera-
tor
1 1/2 ounces (usually 1/2 bar) good-quality
parve semisweet chocolate, such as
Schmerling Noblesse®, broken on the
score marks into 1-inch squares

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Heavily spray a 9-inch springform pan

with nonstick cooking spray.
Melt the butter or margarine in a large

nonstick skillet over medium heat. Add the
apples and orange juice, and sauté for 3
minutes. Add the brown sugar and cinna-
mon, stirring to distribute. Cook for 4 min-
utes, until apples are soft but not mushy.

In a small bowl, dissolve the corn-
starch in the rum. Carefully add the rum to
the pan; if the rum ignites, the flames will
quickly die down. (Careful with this step!)

Cook until the mixture thickens and the
apples are caramelized. Remove from heat.

Unwrap the phyllo dough. Working
quickly, fold a sheet of phyllo in half
lengthwise. Spray with nonstick cooking
spray. Lay the sheet into the prepared pan,
so one end touches the middle and the other
end comes up the side and hangs over the
pan. Fold a second phyllo sheet lengthwise,
and spray with nonstick cooking spray. Lay
it into the pan so that one end touches the
center of the pan and the rest hangs over
and overlaps the first sheet by 1 inch.
Repeat with remaining phyllo, arranging
the strips in a spoke-like fashion around the
pan, until the pan is completely covered.

Pour the apples into the center of the
pan. Starting with the last sheet of dough
placed in the pan, lift the end and twist it
towards the center of the filling. Coil and
tuck the end under to form a rosette. The
center filling should be visible. Repeat with
remaining phyllo strips in the reverse order
in which they were placed. When you are
done, there should be a complete crown of
rosettes and a 4-inch circle of filling visi-
ble. Tuck the chocolate pieces into the
apple filling.

Bake for 30 minutes, until pastry is
golden. Remove the sides of the springform
pan. Slice and serve warm.

—————

The Rabbi’s Potato Kugel

A new family favorite, this is perfect
for Hanukkah when you’re not making
latkes. This recipe is gluten free—no flour.
Makes approximately 6 servings; double or
triple, as necessary.

6 large potatoes
3 eggs
1 1/2 teaspoons salt
1 medium onion
1/2 teaspoon black pepper
3/4 cup olive oil, divided

Preheat oven to 425 degrees.
Grate potatoes and onions with steel

blade of food processor. Place in a large
bowl.

In a medium bowl, whisk eggs, salt,
and pepper together.

Pour half of olive oil into a 9” round,
ovenproof, deep baking dish. Heat in oven,
being careful to avoid burning oil.

Heat remaining olive oil in a
microwave-safe bowl or in a pot on range,
just until hot.

Pour egg mixture and hot oil from pot
or microwave into the potatoes; Mix well
with fork. 

Pour potato mixture into the round 9”
baking dish, in which you heated the rest of
the oil.
Bake uncovered in oven for 45 minutes, or
until golden brown on top.

Recipes
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HOLY SMOKE! Thank you Atlanta for a very successful, first ever 
Atlanta Kosher BBQ Competition. So much went into the event

we want to publicly thank our volunteers and sponsors, including:

For pictures of the BBQ, a list of winning teams, and more information, 
check us out on Facebook at Annual Atlanta Kosher BBQ
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Whatever barbeque flavor you savor,
sweet, smoky, spicy or tangy, they say you’ve
never tasted “real” barbeque until you’ve
sampled a competition. On Sunday, October
14th, Congregation B’nai Torah’s
Brotherhood organized Atlanta’s inaugural
kosher barbeque competition, joining the
ranks of only a handful of cities who can
actually use the words “kosher” and “bar-
beque” in the same sentence.

For those who appreciate mouth-water-
ing barbeque year round, Atlantans are lucky
to have their very own local kosher BBQ
joint, The Glatt Smokehouse, run by
Goodfriend’s Grill and Catering. Enoch
Goodfriend was at the event, personally serv-
ing up his famous pit-smoked pulled bar-
beque sandwiches, setting high standards for
all who came to compete.

JUICY DETAILS. Kosher barbeque competi-
tion has been years in the making. Twenty-
four years to be exact. It’s no secret that
Memphis is known for its international bar-
beque festival, which is part of Memphis in
May. Years ago, Memphis in May organizers
were approached about adding a kosher divi-
sion to their competition. When the idea was
declined, a few friends got together and
decided to start an alternative kosher bar-
beque event.

For over twenty years the Memphis com-
petition was “The Event,” but a few years ago
Temple Beth-El in Birmingham jumped on
the kosher barbeque wagon, followed by
Kansas City, Long Island and most recently
Atlanta. Now with five annual competitions,
there is an official kosher barbeque circuit
that is stirring up team rivalries from North to
South.

Atlanta’s competition “was open to all
barbeque beginners and meat-smoking
mavens alike,” said award-winning barbeque
smoker Brian Mailman, who was one of three
organizers of the competition along with
Keith Marks and Matt Dickson. “All you
needed was your enthusiasm, recipes and a
desire to make new friends.”

HERE’S THE RUB. Teams and attendees did
not have to be Jewish or kosher to participate.
However, to ensure the event remained
Kosher, outside food and beverages were not
permitted, and the event was closely super-
vised by the Atlanta Kashruth Commission.

Each team paid a $250 entry fee, which
gave them license to grill, and provided them
with two Weber Elite smokers, enough char-
coal to last 15 hours, cooking utensils, one
10-13 pound brisket and two racks of ribs,
canned pinto beans and kosher condiments,
spices and seasonings.

On Thursday prior to the event, team
chefs were given four hours to access B’nai
Torah’s kosher kitchen for food prep. With
secret rubs and sauces closely guarded, the
teams would not meet again until Saturday
night, when set-up would begin.

NOW THEY’RE COOKIN’. Entering the
competition was more that just a one-day

endeavor. For many teams it started weeks
ahead of time, planning booth décor, coming
up with a catchy name, perfecting cook tech-
niques, times, temperatures, rubs, sauces,
glazes, and marinades.

The competition was an all-night event
with teams unloading and setting up around 9
p.m. on Saturday. Food was distributed to the
teams’ Pit Boss, and smokers were fired up
beginning at 10 p.m. With the meat on the
heat, teams settled in for the night, enjoying
poker games and socializing. Marvin Rembo
from Long Island described his experience,
saying it was a “super event, and everyone
had a ball…shouts of ‘Roll Tide’ bounced
around in the middle of the night,” a sure sign
of being in the South!

Seventeen teams, representing ten con-
gregations and local organizations, set up
shop, turning the B’nai Torah’s parking lot
into restaurant row. Several teams had multi-
generational members with chefs in training.
There were four out-of-state teams, two from
New York and two from Alabama, all com-
peting for bragging rights.

THE HEAT IS ON. Although the competition
was not a sanctioned BBQ event, Rick
Goldstein made sure that all of the judges
were certified by the Kansas City Barbeque
Society (KCBS), with more than half of the
them being master judges. Being a Certified
Barbeque Judge (CBJ) has its privileges of
getting to taste award-winning barbeque, but
it also brings with it the difficult task of rat-
ing teams and choosing winners in each of the
categories.

Trophies were awarded for first, second,
and third place in six categories: Best Brisket,
Best Ribs, Best Beans, Most Original Team
Name, and Best Booth Decoration. Medals
were awarded in each category for fourth,
fifth, and sixth place. The team with the best
overall score was awarded Grand Champion
and received a $500 cash prize to be used as
a stipend to compete at the next competition
in the kosher barbeque circuit.

Dave, Pit master and KCBS, CBJ,
described the event, saying, “It was a great
day, and I loved the fact that each team com-
peted with the same grill, meat, etc. It was a
real level playing field!”

SPICE IT UP. The first-year event drew 1,400
enthusiastic barbeque fans who experienced a
fun-filled day of serious backyard barbeque
and family-friendly activities. Festival goers
were treated to old-fashioned, family-orient-
ed Southern hospitality with events ranging
from a pickle-eating contest to a Kiddy
Corral filled with various children’s activi-
ties. 

There was something for everyone, from
visits from the Atlanta Hawks, to trying your
hand at mechanical bull riding, performances
by Big Thinkers Science Explorers and
Bluegrass music from the Cohen Brothers.

SHARE THE BONE. On a more serious note,
Congregation B’nai Torah and the Atlanta
Kosher Barbeque Competition wanted to do

something to give back to the community.
Thanks to sponsors such as Shire Human
Genetic Therapies, a portion of the proceeds
from the event benefitted a number of very
worthy local charities, including Children’s
Healthcare of Atlanta, The Alef Fund, and
The Atlanta Community Food Bank, which
received 600 pounds of collected food.

While there was plenty of fun going on,
there was also important business under the
tent. Congregation B’nai Torah partnered

B’nai Torah puts Atlanta on kosher BBQ map

Marietta brothers, David and Elie
Cohen, from the Cohen Brothers Band,
took a break from smoking their bar-
beque while they hit the stage for a few
numbers.

Matt Dickson, Brian Mailman and Keith
Marks, event organizers, prepare to
present the Grand Champion trophy to
Maccabee-BQ.

All the way from Long Island, Mavens
of BBQ (MOB) won best booth. Ari
Jurmann (from left), Kenny Duftler,
Craig Winawer, and Hope Greenberg

Proud winners of the kidʼs pickle-eat-
ing contest: Ryan Dickson (from left),
Spencer Dickson, Howie Lipps, and
(back) Keith Marks

Congregation Etz Chaimʼs, Chai on the
Hog took home second place for
beans. Bruce Mellman (from left), Jerry
Cohen, Roger Jay, and Andrea Cohen

Hebrew Order of David (HOD) provided
support and volunteers to help with
the event, along with team Megillah
Grillahs, which took home third place
for its brisket. Alan Weinberg (from
left), Yossi Schwartz, Jody Pollack,
and Allan Wind

Victor Center for Jewish Genetic
Diseases held a gene screen. Adam
Blaiss with genetic counselor Cecelia
Bellcross, PhD, MS, CGC

Atlanta Jewish Times set up camp,
complete with tent and a poker table.
Cliff Weiss (from left), Jason Apple,
Jeff Silberblatt, (front) Gabe Weiss

See B’NAI TORAH, page 45



This fall was a banner time for the Uhrys
of Atlanta. Ann Uhry Abrams published her
new book, Formula for Fortune: How Asa
Candler Discovered Coca-Cola and Turned It
into the Wealth His Children Enjoyed. Her
prize-winning playwright brother, Alfred
Uhry, famous for Driving Miss Daisy, had a
new play, Apples and Oranges, open here.

Ann, who has a Ph.D. from Emory, was
introduced at a recent lecture as Dr. Abrams.
It’s a well-earned title, as evidenced by this
extensively researched new book, her fourth.
Her previous book, Explosion at Orly,
detailed the devastating impact of the 1963
Paris plane crash on the Atlanta arts commu-
nity.

In this new book, she traces the life of
Asa Candler from his rural background to his
purchase of the Coca-Cola formula and then
discusses the incredible wealth and promi-
nence his children inherited. The book is an
Atlanta history of family, business, and real
estate, documenting so many buildings we see
and remember as the city’s famous residential,
commercial, and educational structures.

Asa Candler, born in 1856 on a farm,
grew up in Villa Rica, Georgia. He was the 8th
in a family of 11 children. He studied pharma-
cy and, in 1873, went to work in a drugstore at
47 Peachtree Street, in Atlanta. Within a few
years, Candler acquired the store. When Doc
Pemberton decided to close his drugstore,
Candler bought his equipment and medica-
tions, and Pemberton moved into the patent
medicine market. He came up with a syrup,
“French Wine Coca or Wine Cola,” containing
a pinch of cocaine, which was advertised as a
healing remedy. It was tested at the popular
drugstore of Dr. Joseph Jacobs, on the corner
of Whitehall and Marietta streets.

Abrams documents how Candler
acquired the formula, which had been re-
named Coca-Cola, and gained the controlling
interest in its production. 

Meanwhile, Candler married Lucy
Howard, over her father’s objections. They
eloped, quietly marrying at an Atlanta church
in 1878. The couple even-
tually had five children,
Howard, Asa Jr., Lucy,
Walter, and William. The
two older boys attended
Emory at Oxford. Lucy
attended Agnes Scott, and
the two younger boys,
Walter and William, later
entered Emory.

Abrams’ book con-
tains much description of
the Candler’s family life,
including the boys’ ven-
tures into careers, as well
as their romances. In
1903, the Candlers built a
new home in Inman Park.
The home was known as
Callan Castle. Soon after,
Asa Sr. decided he wanted
to build the city’s tallest
skyscraper, which was to
be 16 stories. Upon learning that the rising
Fourth National Bank would also have 16 sto-
ries, he added another story to what we now
know as the Candler building.

By 1906, the Coca-Cola Company had
completely removed cocaine from its formula,
in compliance with the Pure Food and Drug
Act.

Candler bought the area called Druid
Hills from Joel Hurt. Abrams says Candler
“remained heavily involved in the day-to-day
operation of the Coca-Cola Company, the
Candler Investment Company, the Central
Bank and Trust and the Druid Hills
Corporation, in addition to his many duties as
president of the Emory College Board of
Trustees and Atlanta Chamber of Commerce.”
In 1917, he became mayor of Atlanta.

The Druid Hills board of directors, which
was largely controlled by Asa Candler, decid-
ed not to exclude Jews, “as so many other
neighborhoods were doing,” writes Abrams.
Many Jewish families built homes there dur-
ing the first half of the 20th century.

Asa Candler contributed $1 million to

bring Emory University to Atlanta and voted
to give 75 acres of the Druid Hills property to
place the school at the corner of North

Decatur and Clifton
Roads. The school was
established in 1914.

Abrams writes
about Atlanta during
the Leo Frank trial,
Frank’s commutation
by Gov. Slaton and
subsequent hanging,
and the revival of the
Ku Klux Klan. During
this time, Mrs. Candler
was becoming infirm,
and to make life easier,
Asa Sr. built a one-
story home on Ponce
de Leon. It was 1916,
and the 8,500 sq. ft.
new estate cost “the
then-phenomenal sum
of $210,000.” The
mansion, yellow brick
with trim of white

Georgia marble, was built around a huge inte-
rior court and contained much stained glass.
Each mahogany-paneled bedroom had an
adjoining bathroom. 

In 1917, Asa Candler gave his Coca-Cola
stock to his children. His wife’s death left the
whole family in disarray, and the five Candler
offspring decided to sell the Coca-Cola
Company to Ernest Woodruff. The 1919 trans-
action brought each of them $15 million and
$10 million in preferred stock.

The children began spending their for-
tunes in grand style: lavish debutante parties
and weddings for the grandchildren, Atlanta
real estate, horses, yachts, airplanes, racing

cars, and big houses. Howard built
Callanwolde, a Tudor-style mansion on 27
acres on what would become Briarcliff Road.
William, who lived on Springdale Road, in
Druid Hills, built the Biltmore Hotel. Lucy
and husband Henry Heinz built an estate
called Rainbow Terrace, a few blocks away
from her father’s Ponce de Leon mansion. Asa
Jr. had a Georgian Revival mansion on 42
acres called Briarcliff, complete with an
Olympic-size pool and magnificent gardens.
He later had a zoo on the property. Walter also
built a Tudor-style manor house, Lullwater
Farms, on property that included a large lake,
swimming pool, and tennis courts. It is now
the home of Emory University’s president.

Other familiar properties owing their
beginnings to the family are Candler Park;
Candler field (now the Atlanta airport); the
Briarcliff Hotel, on Ponce de Leon; the
Candler Hotel, in Decatur; Westview
Cemetery; Emory University’s Candler
Library, and the Macy’s (Davison-Paxon)
building on Peachtree Street, in downtown
Atlanta.

Abrams’ book contains detailed descrip-
tions of the many courtroom trials involving
Coca-Cola, the drama of son-in-law Henry
Heinz’s murder, and Asa Sr.’s final days at
what is now Emory Hospital, where he died,
in 1929, at age 73. The book covers post-Civil
War conditions through the Great Depression,
both World Wars, the city’s race riot, the great
Atlanta fire, and even the roaring twenties. 

This is a vivid picture of a family’s tri-
umphs, as well as its problems and foibles.
Ann Uhry Abrams’ Formula for Fortune is a
memorable story of wealth gained, spent, and
contributed, making an indelible mark on this
city, and having produced a product known
the world over, Coca-Cola.
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with the Victor Center for Jewish Genetic
Diseases to host a community screening for
Jewish genetic diseases. About eighteen
attendees had genetic testing and counseling
that was offered for a cost of only $25 out of
pocket for those with insurance. Anyone
interested in future Gene Screen test dates,
visit at www.victorcenters.org/screenings/.

AN EVENT WELL DONE. Move over
Memphis…Atlanta is officially on the kosher
barbeque map. Event organizers said the
feedback from the first-year event was over-

whelmingly positive, and you can bet that
next year will be bigger and better. To all the
backyard chefs out there, you have eleven
months and counting to perfect your winning
recipe. It’s time to get cookin’!

Upon his return to New York Marvin
Rembo from The Five Cooks of Moses,
summed it up by saying, “The event was off
the hook! This event had exactly what you
want to have when you start unloading your
gear. Great organization, fantastic assistance
available, and judging that you knew would
be accurate and fair. Once grills were smok-
ing, nobody knew it was ‘kosher’.... it was
BBQ baby!!”

Annual Atlanta Kosher BBQ Competition Results
Grand Champion Overall: Maccabee-BQ
Runner-up: MOB, the Mavens of BBQ (Long Island, N.Y.)
Second runner-up: RIBinical Council of BBQ
Best Brisket
First: Nice Angus
Second: Jews With No Clue Smoking ‘Que
Third: HOD Megillah Grillahs
Best Ribs
First: Maccabee-BQ
Second: Chai Que
Third: MOB, the Mavens of BBQ
Best Beans
First: Maccabee-BQ
Second: Chai on the Hog
Third: The Brisketeers
Best Team Name
First: 5 Cooks of Moses (Long Island, N.Y.)
Second: Meat The Press
Third: The Brisketeers
Best Booth
First: MOB - Mavens of BBQ
Second: RIBinical Council of BBQ
Third: 5 Cooks of Moses
Pickle Eating Contest
Adult Winner: Keith Peck
Kid Winner: Spencer Dickson

Ann Uhry Abrams pens insightful book about the Candlers

Carolyn
Gold

BY

From page 44

B’Nai Torah



Page 46 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN November-December 2012

FIRST ROUND-ROBIN DOUBLES
PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT. The
Marcus Jewish Community Center of
Atlanta hosted the First Round-Robin
Doubles Pickleball Tournament on
Sunday, August 19. MJCCA Mature Adult
Program Director Shana Levy and her
tournament co-chairs, Ed Feldstein, Ken
Lester, Hugh Jamieson, and Fred Bailey,
did an excellent job in organizing and
facilitating the tournament. 

Twenty-four participants, ranging
from Ross Williams, age 13, to Sid Cojac,
age 98, competed. The players were
divided into six pools of four players each
and played a three-game round robin in
their pool, accumulating individual point
totals. The winners received 11 tourna-
ment points and the losers no more than
10 points, determined by the final score.
The eight players with the highest point
totals made it to the final four teams,
which played a single-elimination tourna-
ment.

Three players from the MJCCA were
in the final four teams. Eddie Ullman and
Andy MacFarlane finished in second
place. Fred Bailey and his partner fin-
ished in third place. It was an open tour-
nament; a majority of participants were
not center members but were invited to
play. It was enjoyable meeting new play-
ers. Our corporate sponsor, Concentra
Primary Care, provided water, snacks,
and goodie bags. It was a great first tour-
nament, and I’m looking forward to par-
ticipating in others in the future.

BASKETBALL BUNCH AT LUNCH.
The fourth get-together of the Basketball
Bunch at Lunch was held on August 21 at
the 57th Fighter Group Restaurant near
the DeKalb–Peachtree Airport. Not only
did we eat lunch and reminisce about our
basketball days, but we also watched
planes take off and land at the airport.

I know you’re probably thinking,
didn’t I just read an article about these
“geezer jocks” in the last “Schwartz on
Sports?” It’s true. We enjoyed the get-

together so much in May that we organ-
ized another one three months later. We
also added a new first-time guy, Pete
Rosen. Unfortunately, Pete had to leave
early because he still “works for a liv-
ing.” He doesn’t know what he’s missing. 

This time, organizers Steve
Gruenhut, Stan Sobel, and Howie
Frushtick added a new feature. They
asked guys to share interesting or humor-
ous stories about playing in the league. It
was another opportunity to embellish
some of our memories of days gone by. 

Stan Sobel talked about the time he
was a teammate of mine and rebounded
my missed shot and took a difficult shot
at the end of the game. Then he heard me
say, “It’s the wrong guy, shooting the
wrong shot, at the wrong time.” Now, I’m
thinking some of my present teammates
could be saying the same thing about me.

Ray Taratoot reminded us of the rule
we once had—when someone on the
opposite team rebounded a shot and had
possession of the ball, if anyone on the
opposing team tried to take the ball from
you and touched it, it was a technical. A
lot of guys, when they got the rebound,
intentionally held the ball out in front of
them and tempted the guy on the opposite
team to touch it. There was another crazy
rule that all the opposing players had to
cross midcourt before the ball could be
advanced by the offensive team across the
midcourt line. A lot of guys on the
defense liked hesitating or running side-
ways, so that would cause a turnover.
Donnie Diamond’s name was mentioned
in both instances.

Sam Appel reminded us that, in the
first basketball league at the Peachtree
JCC, which started in the fall of 1965,
Norman Leb, the league’s commissioner,
told him that the number one and two
draft picks were Mike Nemeroff and Ray
Taratoot. It’s amazing to see how far the
adult basketball program at the AJCC has
evolved since that time.

Jon Miller, who is about 5’7” on a
good day, told us about the time he first
tried to set a pick on 6’5” Howie
Frushtick, until, at the last second, Jon
realized what he was doing and got out of
the way.

Everyone there could have told a
story, but the waiter wanted to get paid
and had to set up for the dinner crowd.

So, again, we had a great time and

promised to contact guys who were miss-
ing and might enjoy attending. If you’re
in that category, contact me at
drjsch7@comcast.net, and we’ll be cer-
tain to invite you.

BRINGING HOME THE GOLD. I had
the opportunity to participate in 3X3 half-
court basketball and racquetball during
the Georgia Golden Olympics, held in
Warner Robins, September 20-22. 

Approximately 700 Georgians, age
50 and over, participated in 25 events
during a four-day period. Our basketball
team, Piedmont Bank, was one of three
from Atlanta in the 70-74 age group that
participated in the 3X3 half-court compe-
tition. All three teams practiced at the
MJCCA for two months prior to the
games, so we knew one another very
well. Our team won the gold medal, after
playing one game Thursday evening and
five games the following day. Needless to
say, we were a tired group of guys come
7:00 p.m. We had been in the gym either
watching or playing basketball since
11:00 a.m. My wife, Nancy, deserves a
medal as our number one fan, since she
sat on a folding chair in the gym for eight
hours.

This year, I decided to participate in
racquetball, since it was the first time
they didn’t schedule it during the same
time period as basketball. The partici-
pants showed up at the Robins Air Force
Base at 8:00 a.m., and it was an experi-
ence just trying to get our visitor’s pass
and find the racquetball courts for the
9:00 a.m. game. Again, Nancy got to
watch from a hard bench. What a fan! I
was able to win my two games in the 70-
74 category and get the gold medal. It
also qualified me to participate in the
National Senior Games, which will be in
Cleveland next year, in both basketball
and racquetball.

So it was a hectic, competitive, but
satisfying three days in Warner Robins
for this Jewish Georgian.

FINISH THE QUOTE. I’ve been a collec-
tor of quotations since I was a teenager.
They could be inspirational, motivational,
or humorous. My children kid me that I
have the disease AQFEO (A Quote For
Every Occasion). Although it’s incurable,
luckily, it’s harmless. With apologies to
Mark Twain, William Shakespeare, and
Yogi Berra, here are my quotes for the
Jewish Georgian sports scene:

• He who hesitates—probably gets his
shot blocked.
• He doth protest too much—and that will
get him a technical foul.
• To err is human—especially during an
Alta Cocker softball game.
• Keep your head when all about you are
losing theirs—especially during a basket-
ball time-out.
• Keep your eye on the ball—unless
you’re a bowler.
• If you can force your heart and nerve
and sinew to serve your turn long after
they are gone—then you can still play in
another 40+ 4X4 half-court basketball
league.
• Love makes the world go ‘round—but it
doesn’t help you when you’re playing
tennis.
• If winter comes, can spring be far
behind—and the start of another Adult
Softball League?
• O Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art thou,
Romeo?—You’re our star, and the basket-
ball game starts in one minute.
• Drive for the bucket and score—and if
you can’t, “stop and pop.”

And that’s an appropriate way to end
this column.

Jerry
Schwartz

BY

Schwartz on Sports

WINNING THE GOLD. On to Cleveland in 2013: James Daves (from left),
Jerry Schwartz, A.J. Johnson, and Roy Roberts
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By Daron Joffe

With the holidays now behind you and
an onslaught of other American ones about
to hit like a tsunami, it may be all you can
do to make sure you get your six-month
teeth cleaning and walk the dog daily. One
glance at your do-list may make you feel
that any talk of actually repairing the world
in our Tikkun Olam tradition will have to
wait for another day. 

What if I told you, however, that you
can actually repair the world all winter long
by barely lifting a finger? And what if I told
you that this would set the stage (or, rather,
prepare the ground) for extraordinary boun-
ty in 2013? Would that be worth an hour or
two now, especially if those couple of hours
were spent outdoors in our beautiful fall
weather? 

By now, you may have guessed I’m
talking about gardening. What you may not
know, however, is that organic gardening
(and I take it even a step further with bio-
dynamic gardening) puts the forces of
nature to work in a symbiotic, cyclical rela-
tionship, and this time of the year is for
renewal. 

Autumn’s leaves, chock full of trace
minerals, act as a critically necessary car-
bon source in our compost piles and as a
mulch crushed and spread over garden
beds. Worms, microbes, and other soil life
eat the decaying matter and excrete it in a
form usable by our fresh, new spring plant-
ings, which in our climate can start as early
as January. Winter cold adds a snap of
sweetness to crops such as carrots, Brussels

sprouts, and
kale, which
we may have
forgotten in
our fall gar-
dens, but will
last through
the winter and
be better for it
as they start to
grow again in
early spring. 

This slow
time in the
garden also
gives us the
opportunity to
repair the
world through
p e r f o r m i n g
m i t z v o t s ,
those kind-
nesses that
cause a poten-
tial ripple
effect to heal
society. Gifts
from the gar-
den include
canned fruits
and veggies from summer, fresh seasonal
herbs (several, like rosemary and mint,
grow practically year-round here), and even
birdhouse gourds, which needed a month or
two to dry and are now ready to be made
into homes for future feathered families. 

Gifts of your time include asking a
food pantry, school, or senior center if you

can help
with their
g a r d e n
efforts in
some small
way. Many
people who
grew up
with gar-
dens often
take for
granted the
value of
their knowl-
edge and
how impor-
tant they are
as human
r e s o u r c e s
for transfer-
ring knowl-
edge across
generations
and cul-
tures. And,
f i n a l l y ,
gifts of
prayer can
b e
e n h a n c e d

through communing with nature in a garden
and observing divine intention. 

If I have succeeded in convincing you
that repairing the world starts in your win-
ter garden, here is what you can do now:

1. Save, crush, and spread dead leaves on
your garden beds, and add them to your

compost pile. 
2. Give from your garden and from your
heart. Give your knowledge and your time. 
3. Rejuvenate yourself. Read, browse seed
catalogs, laugh, visit, connect, take walks,
and do things that help you relax and
restore your essence during these months of
cooler days and longer nights.

The first shoots of spring will come
soon enough. In fact, many gardeners will
be out there planting onion sets in late
January and potatoes in February, with a
lineup of delectable vegetables to follow—
peas, lettuce, spinach, arugula, collards,
cabbage, broccoli, turnips, and more. Put
winter to work for you now to repair your
garden, and thus—when you add up all our
efforts—the world. Together, we can make
a difference, without too much work and
with the rest and rejuvenation we so des-
perately need.

Tap in to my website, at
www.farmerd.com, for daily tips, and fol-
low along on Facebook and Twitter from
the comfort of your cozy couch for lots of
updates you may find interesting. Who
knows? You may even find winter, without
the bugs and heat, to be your favorite time
of year to dig in.

Daron “Farmer D” Joffe is CEO of Farmer
D Organics, an environmentally and social-
ly responsible company that provides con-
sulting services, signature products, and
expert support for organic farming and gar-
dening initiatives nationwide.

Repair the World” the easy way in your winter garden 

Farmer D fills a compost tumbler at Scottish Rite
Childrenʼs Hospital, where he and his team built
and now manage an education and healing garden.
Photo: Rinne Allen

By Marsha Liebowitz

BRIDGE CLUB. On Sunday, September 7,
the Bridge Club of Atlanta, Sandy Springs’
first full-time bridge club, had its Grand
Opening Party. Mayor Eva Galambos was on
hand to cut the blue ribbon. Over 125 people
showed up for a potluck dinner, and 100
stayed to play duplicate bridge. Games are
held seven days a week at BCA; it also spon-
sors over 11 classes a week. The BCA is locat-
ed at Fountain Oaks Shopping Center and is
owned by Sam Marks, who has taught bridge
at Temple Sinai and other locations for the last
three years.

Eva Galambos cuts the blue ribbon at
The Bridge Club of Atlanta

BIG DATA. On September 13, as part of its
Israel Innovation Impact (I3) series, the
American-Israel Chamber of Commerce,
Southeast Region (AICC) explored the topic
of “Big Data” at IBM’s Sandy Springs facili-
ty. Three Israeli companies, C-B4,
Personetics, and SafePeak, shared their inno-
vations in this area, which is of keen interest
to CIOs, CMOs, and CTOs of major corpora-
tions, as well as integrators and technology
companies. The breakfast event was organized
by AICC’s Hi-Tech Committee. In addition to
the presentations by the Israeli companies, the
audience heard the perspectives of Mike
Nobles, consulting solution specialist for
IBM’s Advanced Warehousing Team. 

PARADIES IN DETROIT. The Paradies
Shops, the award-winning industry leader in
airport concessions, was unanimously
approved for a seven-year agreement to oper-
ate Dylan’s Candy Bar, NBC News, and
Running Fit, new retail concessions in the
McNamara Terminal at Detroit Metro Airport
(DTW). Paradies, one of the original partners
at McNamara Terminal, which opened in
2002, has worked with local retailers to bring
Michigan-based brands to the terminal.

BUSINESS BITS
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By Erin O’Shinskey

TOGETHER MAKING A DIFFERENCE.
On November 4, community leaders
attended an Anti Child-Trafficking Summit
– Education to Action, hosted by The
Temple. Speakers included Sam Olens,
attorney general of Georgia; Sally Quillian
Yates, U.S. attorney for the Northern
District of Georgia; Renee Unterman,
Georgia state senator; Buzz Brockway,
Georgia House of Representatives;
Stephanie Davis, executive director,
Georgia Women for a Change; Jennifer
Swain, program manager, youthSpark; and
Cheryl DeLuca-Johnson, executive direc-
tor, StreetGRACE. Representing The
Temple were Board Trustee Kirt Dornbush
and Rabbi Peter Berg, senior rabbi. 

Kirt Dornbush, (from left) Cheryl
DeLuca-Johnson, Stephanie Davis,
Sally Quillian Yates, Jennifer Swain,
Renee Unterman, Sam Olens, Buzz
Brockway, and Rabbi Peter Berg

INAUGURAL BOARD. Steve Berman has
been appointed to the inaugural board of
newly independent Young Judaea. Berman

is president of OA
Development. He
co-founded The
Weber School, led
the team that raised
$36 million to start
it, and is a past
president of Weber.
He graduated from
C o n c o r d i a
University and is a
Wexner Heritage
Foundation gradu-
ate fellow. He is
past president of

Greenfield Hebrew Academy and Jewish
Vocational Service (now known as Jewish
Family & Career Services). Steve has
served on the national board of The
American Friends of The Arava Institute
for Environmental Studies and was an offi-
cer of the Southeast Region, American
Israel Chamber of Commerce.

REHAB CENTER RENAMED. The
William Breman Jewish Home’s rehabilita-
tion center has been renamed the Aviv
Rehabilitation Center, in honor of devoted
volunteers Cherie and Gary Aviv. The
Home, which has served the elderly for

over 60 years, will use funds from the Avivs
to further its mission of helping the elderly
live fulfilling lives as their care require-
ments change. Funds will also go toward
creating Breman Commons, a 90-unit
assisted living community on the Marcus
Jewish Community Center of Atlanta cam-
pus in Dunwoody. 

COMMON THREADS. Are you or do you
know a child of a Holocaust survivor who
would like to meet others in the same posi-
tion? JF&CS’ Common Threads, which is
re-energizing after a two-year hiatus, pro-
vides an opportunity to talk about issues
that are common to children of survivors.
Yael Stein and Anat Granath, clinicians in
Aviv Older Adult Services—Tools for
Aging, are co-facilitating. The next meeting
is Tuesday, November 27, 7:00 p.m., at
JF&CS’ Dunwoody office. For more infor-
mation or to RSVP, call 770-677-9382, or
e-mail aneuman@jfcs-atlanta.org.

BOOK ANNOUNCEMENT. Daniel
Moskowitz released his debut book,
Flamingos Don’t Wear Bathing Suits, at the
seventh annual Decatur Book Festival.
Moskowitz, an Atlanta native and graduate
of the University of Georgia, has already
received critical praise for the book’s “fun
language” and “kooky” subject matter. The
collection of whimsical poems is geared to
all ages. With illustrations by Houston-
based artist Mike Swaim, the book is as fun
to look at as it is to read. For more infor-
mation or to buy a copy, visit www.bull-
moosebooks.com.

OPENING LUNCHEON. The Atlanta
Chapter of the Brandeis National
Committee held its fall 2012 Opening
Luncheon, on September 12, at 103 West.
Guest speaker was Atlanta author Lisa
Baron, who discussed her book The Life of
the Party. Immediate Past Co-President
Rhonda Bercoon presented the chapter with

the Best Chapter Award, which was given
by the Brandeis National Committee. 

Brandeis National Committee
Atlanta Chapter VP of Arrangements
Miriam Haviv, Chapter President
Joyce Natbony, guest speaker Lisa
Baron, and event hostess Bobbie
Perlmutter

SEE BEAUTIFUL. Ferst Foundation for
Childhood Literacy was recently highlight-
ed as the nonprofit of the month on the See
Beautiful website. This allowed FFCL to
receive a portion of the proceeds from
items See Beautiful sold that month; as a
result, FFCL received $3,000. FFCL was
established by Robin Ferst in 1999 to pro-
vide a new book to any registered child,
every month, from birth until age five, at no
cost to the family and regardless of income.
Currently serving over 70 Georgia counties
and several urban communities, FFCL has
mailed over 3.3 million books to more than
246,000 children. 

CONNECTIONS. Jewish Family & Career
Services’ Aviv Older Adult Services is
seeking community members to connect
with Atlanta-area Holocaust survivors
through its new Connections program.
Volunteers will be paired with survivors to
provide social opportunities and allow sur-
vivors to connect with others in the com-
munity. Volunteers should be able to visit
and call at least once a month. Volunteers
may go on outings, if the survivor is physi-

cally capable. For information on volun-
teering, contact Amy Neuman at aneu-
man@jfcs-atlanta.org or 770-677-9382.

LEARNING TO HELP. Bʼnai Torah
Preschool collected non-perishable
food donations for the Atlanta
Community Food Bank. The Pre-K
went on a field trip to the Food Bank
and found that it had collected 532
pounds of food to prepare 426
meals. The children were given a
tour of the food warehouse by the
educational guide and were
impressed by the size and quantity
of items collected for donation.

FIRST MONDAY SOCIALS. On
August 20, the Toco Hills NORC took
32 seniors on a trip to tour the
Centers for Disease Control, includ-
ing the CDC Museum. The program
was part of a member-driven effort
called First Monday Socials, in
which the members bring their own
lunches and listen to a speaker.
Charlotte Slovis-Cooper stands next
to the exhibit that displays her father
in-lawʼs contribution to studying
cholesterol.

MISH MASH 

Steve Berman
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Emidio’s 
Restaurant

Mon - Sat 11:30 am - 10:00 pm
Sunday 12:00 pm - 9:00 pm

8610 Roswell Rd. • Sandy Springs, GA 30350

770-837-3373 • Emidios.net

Portugese
Italian • Spanish

Tapas • Seafood
Steak • Veal • Chicken

Specialty Pastas

15% OFF
your next visit

Expires 10/31/12Em
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Happy
Chanukah!

Established 1997

$69.99/Pair!
Includes a FREE wash with service.
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He’s watching and learning. How you walk to temple 
together, rain or shine. The way you speak gently to 
Aunt Ruth. And your gift for making the holidays feel 
miraculous. Best wishes for a happy Chanukah.
Life is a Miracle.


